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SOUTH HADLEY – Since 
its inception on Jan. 22, 2011, 
the Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors nonprofit food pantry on 
Carew Street has represented the 
best that South Hadley has to of-
fer. 

Each week, pantry volunteers 
pick up approximately 3,000 
pounds of food from the Food 
Bank of Western Massachusetts 
in Chicopee to distribute meals 
to residents in need. Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors Executive 
Director Mary Lou Guarnera 
explained the mindset that has 
made the operation successful 
for well over a decade. 

“Here, the volunteers, we’re 
all like family, but we also feel 
that way about the customers. 
They’re family too. We love each 
other and we love our people, 
and many of the customers feel 
that way about us too,” Guarnera 
said. 

Regardless of the day or cir-
cumstances, Guarnera can often 
be heard saying that a healthy 
mind requires a healthy body, 
and a healthy body requires an 
adequate amount of food. It is 
the mission of the pantry to en-
sure that the residents of South 
Hadley and Granby are fed. 

Last year, the pantry had ap-
proximately 19,000 visits, giv-
ing out 248,000 pounds of food 
that cost $85,306, reported John 
Hine, president of the pantry’s 
board, to the Selectboard on Feb. 

Neighbors Helping NeighborsNeighbors Helping Neighbors
     where people 
      care about people

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY — Know 
Your Town held its annual Meet 
the Candidates forum at the South 
Hadley Public Library on Thurs-
day, Feb. 22, an event that offered 
community members an opportu-
nity to engage with and voice their 
feelings about their local govern-
ment.

Town residents and elected of-
ficials gathered in the Community 
Room of the library to meet candi-
dates for townwide as well as dis-
trict seats that will be on the ballot 
in the town’s elections on March 
5. Most of the candidates present 
were running in uncompetitive 

elections, though the townwide 
Trustee Free Public Library race 
will have four candidates for three 
seats.

Among the candidates for 
townwide office present at the fo-
rum were John Hine, running for 
Town Moderator; Jeffrey Cyr and 
Carol Constant, running for Se-
lectboard; Ronald Coutu, running 
for Municipal Light Board; Eve-
lyn Masson, running for Board of 
Assessors; Mitchell Resnick, La-
nette Sweeney and Neil Broome, 
running for Trustee Free Public 
Library; and Robert Watchilla, 
running for Planning Board.

District-specific candidates 
present included Hine, also run-

Meet the Candidates forum connects town to government

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - In July, 
the town will see significant 
changes to its trash system, most 
likely including moving away 
from the green bag program and 
using an automated cart system 
and fee increases.

“We’re looking at what is in 
the best interest of the residents 
and the town,” said Director of 
Public Works John Broderick. 
“There is a lot of number crunch-
ing to get the best deal.”

At the Feb. 20 Tri-Board 
meeting, Broderick explained that 
the town’s current trash collec-
tion provider, Republic Services, 
does not want to extend its current 
contract. The company is looking 
for a new contract that would re-
quire trash and recycling carts for 
automated trash collection, still 
on a biweekly basis, and would 
include single-stream recycling 
where paper products are mixed 
with plastic and metal items. 

Broderick and Town Adminis-
trator Lisa Wong noted that there 
are grants from the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental 
Protection available for the pur-
chasing of the carts, but they are 
not available for all sizes of carts.

Wong also noted that the new 
system, which is what most trash 
vendors provide, has significant 
issues in terms of equity for resi-
dents and environmental impacts. 
She explained that buying the 
largest containers would likely 
be required, but that is a waste 
for smaller households. In addi-
tion, the mixing of all recyclables 
sometimes means contamination 
and not being able to recycle the 

Changes 
for trash 
system

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski
Neighbors Helping Neighbors Executive Director Mary Lou Guarnera has been affiliated with the 
pantry since before it opened in early 2011. 

Turley photo by Nick Boonstra 
Candidates for South Hadley’s upcoming election met with the public on Feb. 22. Please see CANDIDATES, page 6
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HELP WANTED
Water Systems Operator Person

(Water Distribution)
The Board of Water Commissioners – Fire District No.1, South Hadley is seeking a 
qualified individual for an entry-level position as laborer. The position involves semi-
skilled manual labor and use of various tools and equipment for installing, maintaining 
and repairing water systems for South Hadley Water Fire District No.1. Requirements for 
the position include High School Diploma / G.E.D., Massachusetts Class B CDL Drivers 
license, Valid D.O.T. medical card, Massachusetts Class 2B Hoisting Engineer License. 
On-call availability and relevant job experience desirable. Applicants will be required to 
obtain the required Distribution and Treatment Licenses. Pre-hire drug testing required. 
Starting pay is competitive with an excellent benefit package. Applications can be filled 
out at the Water Department office located at 438 Granby Road, South Hadley, MA, 
Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM – 3:00 PM. Applications can also be requested on-line by 
emailing shwd1water@gmail.com Application deadline is March 28, 2024

Equal Opportunity Employer

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY — Mem-
bers of the community have been 
taking opportunities in the last 
week to voice their discontent 
that Planning Board meetings 
are only available virtually, with 
two such residents sharing their 
thoughts at the board’s regular 
meeting on Monday, Feb. 26.

Hybrid meeting option
Several questions regard-

ing the potential for a hybrid 
option were raised at the Meet 
the Candidates forum put on by 
Know Your Town at the library 
on Thursday, Feb. 22, many of 
them directed at Robert Watchil-
la, who is running for a seat on 
the board.

Ann Stockton and Martha 
Terry, both of whom were in-
volved in the organization of the 
candidates forum, spoke during 
the public comment portion of 
the Planning Board’s Monday 
meeting to pass along these con-
cerns.

“I understand that we have 
tight meeting spaces in town, I 
know they’re trying to work on 
maybe adjusting things with the 
senior center,” Stockton said. “I 
know there was discussion about 
this at a previous meeting.” 

But she posed the question, 
“Will the Planning Board ad-
dress the idea of going to a hy-

brid meeting?”
Terry echoed the same sen-

timent, saying, “There seems to 
be a groundswell of people that 
would like to see the Planning 
Board meetings become a hybrid 
format.”

Planning Board Chair Diane 
Mulvaney confirmed that this 
was an issue that the board want-
ed to discuss but said that it was 
not one they were fully prepared 
to respond to immediately.

Affordable housing
Aside from these comments 

from the public, a significant 
portion of the board’s Feb. 26 
meeting was devoted to further-
ing the discussion around chang-
es to the town’s Flexible Devel-
opment bylaw, which has also 
been a topic for consideration at 
previous meetings. 

The intent of the bylaw is to 
provide a mechanism to encour-
age developers to preserve open 
space in the town by allowing for 
denser residential developments 
than might have otherwise been 
allowed in the underlying zon-
ing district, partially through the 
granting of “density bonuses.” 

One such density bonus is 
offered to developments that 
“provide that at least 25% of the 
dwelling units are permanently 
affordable for persons with an 
income of no more than 80% of 
the median family income for 
the area,” according to the text of 
the bylaw.

Planning Director Anne 
Capra explained that the goal 
of any changes to the bylaw 
would be to simplify its appli-
cation process, which has been 
sparsely used over the course of 
its existence. One method that 
was discussed for achieving this 
goal was to allow for approval 
by site plan review of certain 
developments under the bylaw, 
as opposed to requiring a more 
cumbersome special permitting 
process.

The board’s discussions even-
tually came to revolve around af-
fordable housing in town. Board 
Clerk Joanna Brown cast her 
views on the matter into stark 
relief for her fellow board mem-
bers. 

“Let me be forthright about 
this; I don’t see us as a Planning 
Board having much stomach for 
really dealing head-on with how 
we’re going to get affordable 
housing in South Hadley,” she 
said. 

Brown went on to say, “If we 
are simply interested in expand-
ing ways for developers to come 
in, build market-rate housing, to 
give them maximum profitabili-
ty, it’s not going to move us clos-
er to our goal of having afford-
able housing at 10%.”

Referring to the simpler site 
plan review process, Brown 
continued, “I’m not interested 
in finding ways to give develop-
ers quicker ways to make more 
money. That’s not the important 

thing we should be doing, in my 
mind.”

Board Vice Chair Nate The-
rien acknowledged the com-
plicated nature of the issue of 
affordable housing but pushed 
back on the notion that the Flex-
ible Development bylaw, and the 
proposed changes to it, were in 
opposition to the town’s afford-
able housing goals.

“There are ways to combine 
development enterprise and the 
search for an income on property 
with public interest that takes the 
form of money, like higher tax-
es for example, or government 
grants,” Therien said. “We need 
to think about zoning that might 
attract the kind of housing that 
would be more affordable, and 
also answer other needs, say for 
more housing options.”

Therien also elevated points 
made by board member Brad 
Hutchison earlier in the meet-
ing, saying in reference to the 
bylaw’s density bonuses that a 
“larger number of units in a proj-
ect is attractive for developers.”

Therien summarized his 
thoughts by saying, “If we can 
bring together that motivation, 
that incentivizing, with the 
tradeoff that we’re also getting 
more open space, I think that’s a 
good thing.”

Planning Director Capra 
also spoke to the capacity of the 
Flexible Development bylaw to 
encourage sensible affordable 
housing in town. 

“There are two developers 
right now talking to me about 
wanting to be able to build small 
green homes in a denser configu-
ration and conserve open space,” 
Capra said. 

However, she explained that 
they were unable to do so un-
der the town’s current bylaws, 
including the Flexible Develop-
ment bylaw as in its current con-
figuration.

The Planning Board declined 
to vote for or against any amend-
ments to the Flexible Develop-
ment bylaw on the night, opting 
instead to allow for more time to 
review and revise the proposed 
changes and to revisit the bylaw 
at the board’s next regular meet-
ing on March 11.

Before that meeting, the 
Planning Board will be holding 
a special meeting on March 4 
to have a public hearing regard-
ing a proposed zoning bylaw 
amendment that would allow for 
multifamily residences within 
the town’s Business A-1 Zoning 
District. 

The meeting will be held 
virtually, with access avail-
able via Zoom. The board’s 
informational posting on the 
hearing can be found online at 
https://www.southhadley.org/
AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agen-
da/_03042024-5361.

Access, affordable housing embroil Planning Board
South Hadley

materials appropriately.
The town had previously ex-

tended its contract with Repub-
lic Services for the fiscal year 
2024. However, many residents, 
at meetings and on social me-
dia, have lamented the use of the 
green bags, which they describe 
as wasteful and flimsy, and un-
reliable service from Republic 
Services with trucks not coming 
when they’re scheduled. 

The current proposal from Re-
public Services includes a 6.75% 
increase each year of the contract. 
It would also mean that the town 
must purchase independently or 
go through a rent-to-own process 
with the vendor to obtain the ap-
proximately 13.200 carts neces-
sary for the town’s households. In 
a memo to the selectboard, Wong 
noted that there are also product 
availability and supply chain is-
sues with purchasing the carts.

Wong explained that the town 
is leaning toward going out to bid 
on the trash system to see what 
other vendors may offer. Howev-

er, Broderick noted that the town 
is really “at the mercy of the ven-
dor.”

Regardless of the route the 
town takes, the green bag pro-
gram will likely be eliminated or 
only used for overflow trash.

“With this loss of bag reve-
nue, it will require an increase 
in the flat rate trash fee. It will 
also require the need to change 
the fee for disposing household 
trash bags at the recycle center, to 
cover hauling and disposal costs 
associated with this convenience 
option,” explained Wong in the 
memo to the selectboard. “The 
increase in fee will be relative-
ly close, for most residents, to a 
trash fee increase (which would 
have occurred regardless) and the 
cost of green bags to dispose in 
the past, compared to an increase 
in the trash fee and the cost asso-
ciated with the ability to use your 
own choice of trash bags.”

The town will hold a public 
hearing about the topic in March 
or April. Wong plans to have 
more specific options to present 
at the time.

TRASH from page 4

SOUTH HADLEY – The Pioneer Val-
ley Performing Arts Charter Public School 
West African Drum and Dance Company, 
Wofa, is pleased to present their spring 
showcase: Sona the Orphan.  The show 
will run on March 8 and 9, with perfor-
mances beginning at 7 p.m. in the main 
stage theater at 15 Mulligan Drive, South 
Hadley. Tickets are as follows: $10 gener-
al admission; $7 military and seniors; $5 
PVPA alumni and $3 students. Tickets are 
available at the door, or online at  www.
pvpa.org. This performance is part of PV-
PA’s spring production calendar, available 
at www.pvpa.org. 

PVPA dance teacher Kabisko Kaba 
(Bisko) founded Wofa in 2009, to give 
PVPA students the opportunity to explore 
the rich culture and heritage of Guinea, 
West Africa. Wofa is a Sousou word which 
means Let’s Get Together, which express-

es PVPA’s vision of reaching out into the 
community to share culture and the arts. 
The show  “Sona the Orphan”  is inspired 
by a West African tale of an orphaned girl 
raised by her stepmother after her own 
mother dies in child birth. In the tale, 
Sona is kind and good but poorly treated 
by her stepmother. In this adaptation, the 
stepmother is replaced by a grandfather. 
As the community comes together to sup-
port Sona, her grandfather has a change of 
heart and learns to love Sona for herself. 

PVPA Charter Public School is a re-
gional public charter school serving 400 
students in grades 7-12, from over 50 
towns throughout Western Massachusetts. 
PVPA’s mission is to offer students an in-
tensive exposure to the performing arts 
within the context of an excellent college 
preparatory curriculum.

PVPA’s African Drum and Dance Company 
Wofa presents: ‘Sona the Orphan’

Photo of Wofa Drum and Dance Company
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ROUTE 202/33 RE-ZONING PROJECT
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS WANTED

** Applications are due Wednesday, March 13th by 3pm **

The Advisory Committee will consist of the following members, to be appointed by the Town Administrator:

Business owner within the study area (1)
Residential property owner within the corridor (1)
Resident at large (2) - each representing Town Meeting Precincts other than the corridor (corridor spans A, C and E)
Planning Board Member (1)

To apply, complete the application form here: 
https://www.southhadley.org/FormCenter/Selectboard-4/Application-for-Appointment-to-Board-Com-44 

In the field “Other” write in “Route 202/33 Corridor Re-Zoning Advisory Committee”. 

The Advisory Committee will work with the project consultant and Director of Planning and Conservation to review 
and comment on analyses, draft re-zoning recommendations and draft design guidelines. Committee members 
are expected to participate in the following meetings and public engagement activities between April 1, 2024 thru 
May 1, 2025:

 • Attend Advisory Committee meetings (6 to 8) – virtual and in person
 • Review and comment on draft materials as developed by project consultant 
 • Attend public workshops (two in person, one virtual)
 • Attend Planning Board public hearing (up to 4)

A summary of the project and scope of work is online on the Planning Board webpage: 
https://southhadley.org/1400/Route-202-33-Corridor-Re-Zoning

Questions: acapra@southhadleyma.gov | (413) 538-5017 x6128

   

Feb. 21 meeting 
also discussed 
updates and new 
training 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Commission on Disabilities met 
last week to discuss updates and 
new training on the horizon, as 
well as ways to make the town a 
more accessible place.

The Feb. 21 meeting was led 
by Chair Tay Silveira, who was 
joined by Johnstone Campbell, 
Larry Dubois, Elizabeth Cooke 
and Saul Mazur. 

Community Access Monitor 
training and announcements 

The state’s Office of Dis-
abilities will be holding spe-
cial CAM training sessions for 
faculty and staff throughout the 
year to help give those in the 
office necessary tools to better 
assist the community. 

“If you take the trainings, 
you’ll then have the skills in 
preliminary, entry-level quali-
fications to make assessments 
within the community,” Silveira 
said. “It’s a good training.”

The board discussed other 
updates including welcoming 
the new formal ADA Coordina-
tor Scott Moore, who is also the 
director of Building Operations. 

The board also discussed up-
dating the online information on 
the state’s Office of Disability’s 
website to aid people who look 
up the commission online.

The board also discussed 
ideas from Town Administra-
tor Lisa Wong about improving 
public access to meeting spaces. 

“Look at the spaces that al-
ready exist, and then try to make 
upgrades there,” Silveira said. 
“Identify barriers to current 
meeting spaces and improve ac-
cess.”

Old business and updates 
Johnstone Campbell an-

nounced the Unpaved Trails Ini-
tiative, which is a state mandate 
that state-owned trails, should 
be made accessible in the com-
ing years, “expanding access to 
trails for people of all abilities”. 

“Committees like ours sent 
in our approval (of the initia-
tive),” Campbell said. 

“We can create a handicap 
system within certain trails,” 
Larry Dubois said. “A lot of this 
also has to do with conserva-
tion.” 

The board moved to agree 
to Campbell’s offer of drafting 
a letter to the Unpaved Trails 
Initiative to consider those who 
need more accessible trails and 
to consider the matter of land 
conservation laws through the 
process. 

The board went over various 
goals and priorities with their 
updates regarding several ideas 
around the town. 

The first was about the side-
walks around the town and how 
to go about clearing sidewalks 
of snow for elderly or disabled 
people who may not be able to 
shovel it out themselves. 

They discussed the senior 
center information table again 
and rounded out the kinds of 
information that will be found 

at the table and when it will be 
available. 

They also discussed acquisi-
tion of evacuation chairs, what 
they would look like and the 
steps that must be completed to 
make that possible. Research on 
acquiring the chairs will be up-
dated as needed. 

The Plaza Apartments
The mixed-use development 

apartments are moving into the 
construction phase where the 
old Big Y used to be. Silveira 
brought to the board what they 
wanted to see included in the 
building. 

They discussed the matter of 
a potential community laundry 
room and about making plumb-
ing go into the units for those 
who would require separate 
machines for severe allergies or 
handicap reasons.

Leaping Well Nature Trail 
parking lot

The board reviewed the 
Leaping Well Nature Trail and 
talked about implementing an 
improved parking lot and in-
cluding a new seating area with 
accessible tables for wheel-
chairs. 

“We want to make it as ac-
cessible as possible for peo-
ple to get down and utilize the 
area and have a nice place to sit 
down and breathe in the fresh 
air,” Dubois said.

They talked about the specif-
ics of what to make the parking 
lot out of and sidewalks, as well 
as to remain ADA compliant 
within the standards for size and 
height of benches and the ma-
terials that can be used for the 
parking lot. 

Commission on Disabilities discusses 
making town more accessible

South Hadley

SOUTH HADLEY - On 
Sunday, March 10 at 1 p.m., the 
South Hadley Bike/Walk Com-
mittee has planned a free, guid-
ed Trek at the Mount Holyoke 
College Campus. Wayne Gass, 
a regular walker on the MHC 
campus, and recently retired fa-
cilities director Paul Breen will 
accompany us on the Trek. The 
route will take us from the Ken-
dall Center Complex around the 
Upper Lake trail, then onto the 
main campus to visit the Wil-
liston Memorial Library, with 
its Chihuly glass sculpture and 
impressive main reading room. 
Participants will continue down 
through the campus to the Com-
munity Center for a brief visit 
to Blanchard Hall and the new 
Dining Commons. From there, 
we will walk around the small-
er Lower Lake, and return along 
Lower Lake Road, passing by 
the Talcott Greenhouse on our 
way back to the nearby Kendall 
Center. 

This Trek will occur during 
the March 2-17 run of the an-
nual MHC Spring Flower Show 
at Talcott Greenhouse, which is 
open to the public from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Participants may wish 
to allow time to visit the show 
before or after the Trek. For 
more information, visit www.
mtholyoke.edu/directory/de-
partments-offices-centers/bo-
tanic-garden.

Meet at 12:45 p.m. at the 
back/west end of the Kend-
all Center Complex parking 
lot, which can be reached via 
Dunlap Place, off Woodbridge 

Street on Rt. 116. Wear weath-
er-appropriate clothing and hik-
ing boots or other appropriate 
footwear, and bring water and 
walking poles, if desired. Some 
areas may be muddy, especial-
ly around the wooded Upper 
Lake trail. Please be aware that 
campus facilities, including re-
strooms, are not available for 
public use. Participants of all 
ages and new Trekkers 
are always welcomed!

Treks are subject 
to change or cancel-
lation due to weather 
or ground conditions. 
Please be sure to check 
the Bike/Walk page on 
the Town website to 
view a Trek map and 
for any cancellation 
notices or other infor-
mation at www.south-
hadley.org/bikewalk. 
Should there be a 
cancellation decision, 
information will be 
posted online by 10:00 
a.m. on the day of the 
hike. 

To learn more, 
contact Ruth Camuse, 
bike/walk chair, by 
email at rcamuse@
hotmail.com or by 
phone at 610.509.5932 
or Andy Rogers, direc-
tor, South Hadley Rec-
reation Dept, by email 
at arogers@south-
hadleyma.gov or by 
phone at 413.538.5030 
x6132. 

SOUTH HADLEY - Local 
public libraries in South Hadley, 
Granby, and surrounding towns 
will be introducing a new online 
catalog on Monday, March 4. As 
part of an upgrade to the CW-
MARS network, the new cat-
alog will include new features 
and functionality that make for 
a smoother and better integrated 
search of library materials. For 
the first time, the library’s col-
lection of print and digital mate-
rials will be searchable from one 
streamlined search.

The new catalog will provide 
an improved user experience. 
When searching for a title the 
results will be grouped, allowing 
straightforward access to every 

available format of the title in 
one place, including e-formats. 
The new interface will also pro-
vide spelling suggestions when 
searching for material. The new 
interface also includes accessi-
bility improvements, including 
additional languages and high 
contrast and dark themes.

Existing library account us-
ernames and passwords will 
carry over to the new catalog, as 
will existing holds and requests 
for items. Patrons having ques-
tions are encouraged to visit the 
library for assistance or to call 
South Hadley Public Library at 
413-538-5045 or Granby Free 
Public Library at 413-467-3320.

Photo Courtesy of South Hadley Public Library 
South Hadley Public Library, Gaylord Memorial Library, Granby Free 
Public Library and other local libraries will be introducing a new 
library catalog on Monday, March 4.

New library catalog 
debuts March 4

Guided Trek at Mount Holyoke College 
Campus takes place March 10

SPRINGFIELD – American 
International College congratu-
lates South Hadley resident Re-
ese Carey, majoring in Healthcare 
Management, for being inducted 
into the Athletic Director’s 3.0 

Club for the Fall 2023 semester.
AIC Athletics Director Jessi-

ca Chapin recognized more than 
300 student-athletes who have 
achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.0 
or better after one or more years 

enrolled at AIC. The primary 
objective for these students is to 
stand as academic role models, 
inspiring fellow student-athletes 
with their achievements and ded-
ication!

AIC names Carey to Athletic Director’s 3.0 Club
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear District 1 Voters,

I am asking you to support Pauline Mc-
Claflin for Water Commissioner in Fire Dis-
trict No.1 on March 5. Pauline has been at-
tending all the Water Commission meetings 
for the past year in order to educate and un-
derstand the role prior to running for this po-
sition. Water is our most precious resource 
and having a board member that understands 
that importance is crucial to addressing all 

the aspects of a Municipal Water Depart-
ment from a water quality, capital and opera-
tional perspective at the lowest possible cost. 
Pauline embraces this understanding for this 
important elected 3-year seat. Thank you in 
advance for your support.

Michael J. Wozniak, 
South Hadley 

Former Prudential 
Committee Chairman

Please see GARDEN, page 6

Get a head start the 
old-fashioned way

Just about a week ago I was presenting a 
Seed Starting Workshop for members at Old 
Sturbridge Village, and someone asked a ques-
tion about how seedlings would have been 
pre-started in the mid-1800s.  

It was a logical question considering we have 
heat cables, supplemental light and greenhous-
es at our disposal these days. We can grow any 
number of plants pretty much any time of the 
year.  

How then, did innovative gardeners of old 
get a head start? Cold frames and hot beds, of 
course!   These season extenders continue to be 
useful today.  

Read on to learn how these are constructed 
and used successfully.

The easiest way to describe a cold frame 
is this: a rectangular box fitted with a window 
sash. It can be as simple as an old storm window 
on top of hay bales.  

Better yet would be to construct your cold 
frame to capture as much passive solar energy as 
possible. We achieve this by angling the window 
sash 35 to 45 degrees to catch the sun.  

The window sash you obtain will determine 
the size of the frame. Keep in mind that you have 
to be able to reach inside to work; therefore, it is 
recommended that you make the box no deeper 
than three feet.  

Construct the frame using rot resistant 
woods like cedar or redwood. Pine is an inex-
pensive and readily available option, but should 
be painted with exterior paint prior to assembly 
to ensure years of use.  

White paint will not only make an attractive 
cold frame, but one that will reflect light to the 
plants growing in it. The walls should be at least 
an inch thick, preferably two inches, to further 
insulate the plants growing inside.

Locate your cold frame in full sun, fac-
ing south or southeast. The soil under the cold 
frame is a “mini plot” that should be enriched 
as I would any other part of the garden by incor-
porating an inch or two of compost and a sprin-
kling of lime and balanced organic fertilizer into 
the soil prior to use.  

The window sash will likely stay shut on 
overcast days. On sunny days, however, be sure 
to prop open the window to ventilate the space 
– it can get quite hot inside and young seedlings 
could easily be harmed.  

The sash can be opened completely (or re-
moved altogether) on very warm days.  Don’t 
forget to provide water within the frame – if it is 
covered it is exempt from the rain.

The cold frame is a great place to start spring 
greens. There are other uses as well.  

Some plants prefer to germinate at cool tem-
peratures and simply won’t grow well inside 
the house, even off the heat cables. Try growing 
flats of cole crops like kale, broccoli, cabbage 
and cauliflower right in the cold frame – they’ll 
be the sturdiest plants you ever grew!  

Likewise, start small pots of sweet peas, 
pansies, forget-me-nots and bachelor’s buttons 
inside of it; they germinate better in cool soil. 
Many native perennials need to chill for a month 
before they are able to germinate- “stratify” 
these seeds in the cold frame and then move 
them to the border once they are off and grow-
ing.  

You can also harden off plants that were 
started indoors inside the cold frame. 

What about getting a head start with heat-lov-
ing vegetables, such as tomatoes or peppers? Or 
even herbs like basil or flowers such as celosia, 
marigold or amaranths? Here is where the hot 
bed comes in.  

If you have access to free, fresh manure, you 
are all set. The general idea is to build a mound 
about two feet tall of manure and bedding ma-
terials not older than six weeks and top it with 

Letter to the Editor,

Please elect Bob Authier for Water Dis-
trict #1 Commissioner: A proven leader with 
32 years of community service.

As our community prepares to elect its 
next leaders for the local water department, 
it is imperative to choose someone with a 
proven track record of excellence, account-
ability and a deep commitment to serving 
the needs of our residents. Bob is that can-
didate, and his 13-year tenure as a dedicated 
fire chief within our town exemplifies un-
matched experience and unwavering dedica-
tion to public service.

Throughout his tenure as fire chief, he 
has demonstrated exceptional leadership 
skills, fostering a culture of teamwork, in-
novation and empathy towards taxpayers. 
His ability to communicate effectively with 
both colleagues and community members 
has been instrumental in building trust and 
maintaining transparency-a quality crucial 
for any public servant.

With a clear vision for the future, he is 
poised to lead the water department towards 
improved services and enhanced fiscal ac-
countability. His passion for our district, 
coupled with a deep understanding of its 
unique needs, will drive initiatives aimed at 
ensuring access to clean, safe water to the 

ever-expanding residents of the district all 
while being mindful of budget constraints.

Moreover, Bob delivers a wealth of ex-
perience in crisis management, a skill set 
particularly relevant in these challenging 
times. His proven ability to remain calm un-
der pressure, make sound decisions and pri-
oritize the well-being of our community has 
been consistently demonstrated throughout 
his career.

Furthermore, Bob is committed to fos-
tering an environment of continuous im-
provement within the water department, im-
plementing innovative solutions to address 
emerging challenges and enhance overall 
efficiency of a what is already a well-run 
department.  

In conclusion, Bob Authier is the ideal 
candidate to lead our local water department. 
He has a proven track record of leadership, a 
commitment to excellence and a passion for 
serving our community. They embody the 
qualities necessary to drive positive change 
and ensure a brighter future for all residents. 
On election day, let’s vote for experience, in-
tegrity and vision; let’s vote for Bob Authier.

 Respectfully Submitted, 

Tammy J. O’Neill, 
South Hadley 

To the Editor,

Citizens of South Hadley: On March 4 
at 6:30 p.m., the Planning Board will hold a 
virtual public hearing to consider a change to 
South Hadley Zoning Bylaw (Chapter 255) 
to allow multifamily residences within the 
Business A-1 Zoning District. The applicant 
is the owner of the Liquor Town property, at 
506 Granby Road., currently zoned as Busi-
ness A-1, which does not permit multifamily 
residences. The applicant cannot seek a zone 
change solely for his property as this would 
constitute spot zoning which is illegal.

So, the applicant seeks to amend the zon-
ing for all Business A-1 properties in town, 
which number almost 90. This is a major 
change to the town’s Zoning Bylaw and re-
quires much more time, research, vetting, 
and public outreach and input.

The proposed change appears not to ben-
efit the entire town, but to benefit only the 
applicant.

The town has been very active in study-
ing Granby Road. The Route 202/33 Corri-
dor Study, a multiyear project, is now com-
plete. This study recommends several new 
zones along this major thoroughfare:

Gateway District
Low-Density, Mixed-Use District
Open Space/Recreational District
The applicant’s property falls within the 

recommended Gateway District.
An RFP has been issued to hire a con-

sultant to create the detailed language and 
specifications for each of these three zones.

Moreover, the Route 33/Corridor Study 
and the newly endorsed Housing Production 

Plan both emphasize the crucial need for Af-
fordable Housing in South Hadley. The new 
recommended zones along Routes 202/33 
could, via the work of the to-be-hired con-
sultant, have a requirement for new projects 
to include a certain % of Affordable units.

Affordable Housing has been identified 
as a top priority for the town.

However, the applicant’s proposed 
change to the Town’s Zoning Bylaw makes 
no provision whatsoever for Affordable 
Housing.

The applicant wants his proposal change 
passed at the May 2024 Town Meeting. This 
is premature for the reasons identified above.

Let the carefully organized process that 
began with the 202/33 Corridor Study, con-
tinued with the Housing Production Plan, be 
carried on further with the soon to-be-hired 
consultant and brought to fruition. 

We do not need to rush to amend the 
Town’s Zoning Bylaw to benefit this appli-
cant. 

Again, the public hearing for this pro-
posed change is on March 4, at 6:30 p.m., 
virtually. 

The public hearing will be conducted 
virtually on Zoom. Persons may join as fol-
lows: URL to join: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85653125096?pwd=bWF5eWhRNn-
hUOFprMkJKYXFxVUxiUT09.

Or join by phone: +1-646-558 - 8656 We-
binar ID: 856 5312 5096 Passcode: 625291  

Martha Terry, Ann Stockton 
and Marc Desrosiers

South Hadley 

Virtual meeting on zoning bylaw change

Elect Bob Authier for Water District #1 Commissioner

Support Pauline McClaflin for Water Commissioner

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

20. That evening, the Selectboard provid-
ed the pantry with $10,000. 

“Having that extra $10,000 from 
the town is wonderful because we just 
got a $600 dairy order from All Star, so 
$10,000 goes pretty quick when you’re 
buying groceries,” Guarnera said. “We’ve 
had some amazing support from the com-
munity. They are so wonderful. They re-
ally care about people. They care about 
their neighbors.” 

Through its partnership with the Food 
Bank, the pantry can produce three meals 
for every dollar donated. Community do-
nations are key to the pantry’s existence. 

Recently, a new resident to South 
Hadley retired from his company, which 
offered to donate to a charity or nonprofit 
of his choice. The man chose to donate 
about $5,800 to the pantry, an act that 
Guarnera considered an incredible bless-
ing and gesture. 

“It’s important because it goes so far,” 
Guarnera said. “Produce and dairy are 
big (items at the pantry), but we also go 
beyond your green beans and your tuna 
fish. So, we have a wider variety of fruits 
and vegetables, and we have a pretty 
good range of tomato products. We want 
people not to be so bored that they don’t 
come.”

In fact, the pantry carries several 
shapes of pasta, tomato paste, stew toma-
toes, crushed tomatoes, diced tomatoes, 
tomato sauce, pasta sauce and a range of 
other items.

“I guess most expensive thing other 
than the fresh things would be the pro-
tein. We buy beef stew and canned corned 
beef and chicken; all the things that come 
in cans and boxes,” Guarnera said. 

Guarnera stressed the difference be-
tween an expiration date and a “best by” 
date. Beyond dairy items and baby food, 
most products have “best by” or “use by” 
dates. 

“That means the company guarantees 
the complete perfection of their product 
by that date, but only the visuals go down 

after that, if at all. Most (food items) last 
well beyond the ‘best by’ date, so with 
the help of the USDA, the FDA and the 
Food Bank, we have extended the dates,” 
she said. 

Guarnera acknowledged that many 
people are very sensitive and feel the 
“use by” date is an expiration date, but 
she noted it really isn’t. 

“If it were, it would say ‘expiration.’ 
Americans throw out billions of pounds 
of food every year simply because of 
the date, and it’s perfectly good food,” 
Guarnera said. 

Guarnera said it is a shame that a stig-
ma exists in South Hadley and Granby 
that leaves residents worried about what 
it looks like to use the pantry’s services. 
She said it is critical not to let pride get in 
the way; the pantry is an inviting place, 
and it is a resource that exists to be used. 

“That’s an important barrier to break 
down because there is no reason for peo-
ple to be going without food,” Guarnera 

said, especially pointing to parents of 
school-aged children. “When kids go to 
school and they haven’t had dinner the 
night before or breakfast in the morning, 
all the body can do at that point is just 
survive. It doesn’t have the energy to take 
in the information.” 

Guarnera said that the Granby-to-Go 
program has proven that to be true, as 
by sending food home with children, the 
district has discovered that grades, atten-
dance and behavior have all improved. 

Guarnera credits the pantry’s many 
volunteers for the hard work they ac-
complish throughout the week, which in-
cludes deliveries to homebound residents 
and organizing a drive through service 
where one can stay in their car and order 
groceries from a menu. 

She said it’s hard not to be positive 
when working at the pantry, considering 
the impact that the food has on residents. 

Crediting the Food Bank, Guarnera 
said that the operation’s move from Had-
ley to nearby Chicopee late last year has 
made a major difference. 

“It’s really wonderful because being 
so much closer makes me feel that we can 
go as often as we need to, and we have. 
Sometimes, we go twice a week,” she 
said. “They’re great people over there, 
and they also really and truly care.”

When asked what it will take to ensure 
there is no expiration date on Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, Guarnera repeated 
that community donations are essential. 

Meanwhile, Guarnera has been af-
filiated with the pantry since before it 
opened, and she isn’t going anywhere 
any time soon. 

“I’ve had a lot of jobs in my life. This 
is the only one I’ve never woke up to and 
said, ‘Oh man, I’ve got to go to work,’ 
because it’s really a joy,” she said. “Ev-
erybody here, their heart is in it. It means 
something when you know that you’re 
really and truly helping people and know 
they’re going to benefit.”

Neighbors Helping Neighbors is open 
on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to Noon and 
on Wednesday from 12:30 – 6 p.m.

SOUTH HADLEY – The following 
programs will occur in March at the South 
Hadley Senior Center, located at 45 Day-
ton St. 

Meet the Artist Reception - March 4 at 
2:30 p.m. 

Come meet Norman Halpern, a retired 
physician and a member of the Photo-
graphic Society of America. His photos 
will be on display for the month of March. 

Mass EDP Table Talk - March 5 from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Come meet Marguerite Szczawinski, 
Field Service Assist and ask any ques-
tions about what services the Massachu-
setts Equipment Distribution Program has 
for you.

 Holistic Health and Wellness Series – 
Sound Meditation – March 5 at 5 p.m. 

Join Jeffrey Wyda for this hour-long 
program to find inner harmony and bal-
ance with gongs, singing bowls, vocal and 
percussion instruments.

Diamond Art Spring Bird Coasters. – 
March 5-26, Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. 

The cost to participate in this four-
week series is $10. 

Social and Board Games with the 
MacDuffie Students – March 6 at 2 p.m.

Tech Help series with Sandy Cahillane 
– March 7 at 1 p.m. 

Download any good books lately?  
Sandy will show you how.

LGBTQ+ Movie Showcase – March 
13 at 1 p.m. 

Come and watch “Carol”.  Enjoy free 
refreshments.

Town Administrator – March 8 at 11 
a.m. 

Lisa Wong, town administrator, will 
be here to update us about changes at the 
senior center. 

Friends Membership Event – March 
11 – 13 

Friends of the South Hadley Seniors 
will be here for their annual Membership 

Event. Look for their table and giveaways.
St. Patrick’s Day event - March 12 at 

5:30 p.m.  
FREE event. Come meet the St. Pat-

rick’s Day Parade Grand Colleen, her 
Court and Miss Congeniality. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Healthy Bone and Balance – March 
11 at 10 a.m. 

In-person registration. 
The Heroes Journey presentation with 

Jan Lucier – March 14 at 2:13 p.m.
Welcome Spring! – March 19 at 8:30 

a.m.
Breakfast prepared by the Chefs at 

Loomis. 
Talking History with Leo – March 19 

at 3:30 p.m.
Leon Lebonte will hold a discussion 

about the history of South Hadley – join 
him for a cup of coffee and some surpris-
ing details. 

Cosmic Inflation in the Early Universe 

with Gay Felder – March 19 at 5 p.m. 
Join us for this informational presen-

tation. 
Luncheon Outing to the Tiger’s Den 
Event is at South Hadley High School. 

There is limit of 24 people. Tickets cost 
$12.99.

Monthly Social Dance Club with 
Ritchie Mitnik. March 20 from 2 – 4 p.m.  

Cost $4
South Hadley Commission on Disabil-

ities – March 21 from 9 a.m. to Noon 
The commission will have a table set 

up and will answer your questions.
Cornhole Rematch! –March 22 begin-

ning at 9 p.m. 
The South Hadley Fire Districts 1 & 

2 take on the Cornhole team at the senior 
center. 

Westmass Elder Care presentation – 
March 22 at 11 a.m. 

Katie Defore-Raymond will give a 
presentation on Heath Health.

South Hadley Senior Center – March highlights

NEIGHBORS from page 4

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski
The Neighbors Helping Neighbors food pantry boasts several different types of 
tomatoes. 

Dairy products are among the most 
popular items at the Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors food pantry in South Hadley. 
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN LOIN END
or RIB EYE ROAST ................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK RIBS
COUNTRY STYLE ...................

USDA INSP. 
$209

lb

SALE DATES: 2/29/24-3/6/24

$222

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .....$219

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF EYE ROUND .................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TILAPIA FILLET .............................

USDA INSP. 

BREADED FISH WEDGE ...............

99¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST...................$399

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

$499

SOUP’S ON!

$349

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET .......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
GOAT MEAT ............................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS .......................$999

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$466
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

31/40 CT 
RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG .................. lb

$999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$444
lb

$989
lb

BEEF SHOULDER 
ROAST or LONDON BROIL

CUT 
FREE Lenten Specials

$299

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

You need it 
insured -

I’ve got you 
covered!

Looking 
for better 
insurance
with that 

HomeTown 
service?

Need help 
listing or 

buying real 
estate?

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

CALL TODAY! Angela Goncalves
INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR   |    agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805

ning for District 1 Moderator; Pauline Mc-
Claflin, running for District 1 Water Com-
missioner; Mitchel Malinowski, running for 
District 1 Prudential Committee; and Car-
lene Hamlin, running for District 2 Moder-
ator.

Members of the public had the opportu-
nity to ask questions of the candidates, and 
a number of these questions were directed at 
Watchilla, a first-time candidate in town run-
ning unopposed to fill the Planning Board 
seat being vacated by Mike Davis. 

Watchilla fielded questions on topics 
ranging from conservation to housing to the 
potential for the Planning Board to pivot 
from fully virtual to hybrid-access meetings. 
The young candidate took time to point out 
that he was not on the board yet but assured 
residents that he would do his best to consid-
er and address all of these issues if elected as 
a board member.

The two Selectboard candidates, both 
running for re-election, also received a num-
ber of questions on subjects including the 
potential upcoming changes to trash pickup 
in town, as well as how the town government 
can work to increase engagement among 
residents.

Selectboard candidate Jeffrey Cyr re-
sponded to that latter question by emphasiz-
ing the importance of education as well as 
maintaining a working and up-to-date web-
site and highlighted the work of South Had-
ley Community Television, which broadcast 
the event live. Carol Constant, also running 
for the Selectboard, responded to the ques-
tion, saying in part, “It’s disappointing that 
there are so few contested elections here.”

Among the district-specific candidates, 
Mitchel Malinowski made clear that he felt a 
lot of work was needed to improve the Dis-
trict 1 Prudential Board, and he voiced his 
support for the non-binding ballot question 
proposing the merger of Fire/Water District 
2 into Fire District 1.

“I know very little about the fire depart-
ment, but I know that they put out fires,” Ma-
linowski told attendees, a sentiment he reit-
erated multiple times throughout the night.

In-person early voting at the Town 
Clerk’s Office closes on March 1. In-per-
son Election Day voting will be open from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5. All 
precincts vote at South Hadley High School, 
located at 153 Newton St.

Carlene Hamlin moderated 
Know Your Town’s 
Candidates Night.

Mitchel Malinowski, a 
candidate for the District 
1 Prudential Board, listens 
to an audience member. 

Carol Constant, a 
candidate for South 
Hadley’s Selectboard. 

John Hine, a candidate for 
town moderator. 

Jeff Cyr, a candidate 
for the South Hadley 
Selectboard. 

Evelyn Masson, a 
candidate for the Board of 
Assessors. 

CANDIDATES from page 1

Lanette Sweeney, in red, speaks during Candidates Night on Feb. 22.

soil you will be growing your seedling in, 
then top that with one of the frame set-ups 
described above.  

The heat generated from the manure 
will warm the soil and the surrounding 
air. Seeds should germinate easily and 
readily.  

It’s important not to set up your hot 
bed too early – mid April to early May is 
perfect because you will still need to be 
past the frost free date before planting the 
seedlings you’ve grown into the garden. 
Hot beds take a little trial and error, but 
are worth the experiment.  

When we used them at OSV, the 
s e e d l i n g s 
grown within 
were always 
greener and 
sturdier than 
those I pro-
vided from 

our fancy greenhouse!
It was fun to think about getting a head 

start. Soon enough, soon enough!
Over the last decade, tremendous 

gains have been made in rose breeding, 
resulting in rose bushes that blend well 
into landscape plantings and require less 
maintenance for the homeowner. I still 
enjoy my heirlooms, and grow the Rugo-
sa to remind me of the beach.  

Still others prefer climbers or hybrid 
teas. Whatever your sweetheart may fan-
cy, indulge this Valentine’s Day in a gift 
that will keep on giving!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 4

SOUTH HADLEY – The follow-
ing announcements pertain to events 
that will be occurring in and around 
South Hadley.  

Plains School Kindergarten packet 
pickup for South Hadley residents

SOUTH HADLEY – Plains School 
will be having Kindergarten and Grade 
One students new to South Hadley 
pick up packets from March 1 – 29. 

Please stop by the school between 
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to pick up your pack-
et. Any questions please call the main 
office at 538-5068. 

Lenten Lunches return to 
All Saints ‘Church

SOUTH HADLEY – Celebrating 
its 54th year of serving lunches, All 
Saints Church Lenten Lunches will 
again be available this year from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the church parking 
area behind the church off Rt. 116 
and Dunlop Place. First Come! First 
Served! Make your advanced reserva-
tions for lunch by emailing the chair-
person, Laura Marsh, at l.marsh1250@
yahoo.com 

Lunches are conveniently offered 
“grab and go,” and will be ready for 
pickup on two more Fridays: March 
8 and March 22, prepared and served 
by the “lunch bunch”: Laura Marsh, 
Marietta Campbell, Cammie Daigle, 
Sue Frazier, Marilyn Gass, Dee Mar-
tin, Marilyn O’Connor, Mary Alice 
Osgood, Michele Pietras, Carol Reyn-
olds, Annie Spinks and Emily Young.

This year the menu will include 
two choices: a complete lunch of the 
famous All Saints’ lobster rolls, a 
cup of vegetable soup or clam chow-
der, chips and a dessert brownie. The 
smaller lunch includes a cup of soup or 
chowder and a dessert brownie.

Lunch sales will benefit the All 
Saints’ local mission ministry. Also 
for sale, plan to pick up the All Saints’ 
Cookbook filled with “tried and true” 
recipes by parishioners and friends. 
A great gift for a kitchen shower or a 
housewarming! 

Events and 
announcements
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SPORTS

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Last Saturday afternoon, 
South Hadley girls basketball went for a 
sectional title for the first time since the 
tournament formats change. The Tigers, 
perennial playoff contenders, defeated 

Pittsfield 48-40 to take the Class B title at 
Holyoke Community College.

Scoring was sparse in the first half as 
defense was the name of the game.

Coach Paul Dubuc said South Hadley 
was going to stick to its regular game plan 
since it won the Tigers 15 games during the 
regular season and two playoff games.

It would work out as South Hadley 
closed a small gap and tied the score in the 
fourth quarter. Tied 34-34, the Tigers would 
eventually go ahead in the final few min-
utes, taking advantage of a few poor shots 
by Pittsfield as well as some key turnovers 

that would lead to more points in transition 
for the Tigers.

South Hadley got 18 points from Drew 
Alley. Several of those points came in the fi-
nal frame, in which South Hadley outscored 
Pittsfield 20-6. Cara Dean had 10 points, 
including a key transition basket that gave 
South Hadley the lead for the final time.

The Tigers would move into the state 
tournament and will be playing at home for 
the first three rounds of the tournament with 
the No. 3 seed. The Tigers’ first opponent 
was scheduled to be Saint Bernard’s on 
Thursday, Feb. 29. 

Tigers take Class B title

Granby beats 
Palmer for 
third time 
in WMass 
quarterfinals

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—The Granby boys’ 
basketball team won both regular sea-
son games against Palmer. 

The third meeting of the 2023-
24 campaign between the Bi-County 
West League rivals took place in the 
Western Mass. Class C. quarterfinals. 

With the help of a 7-0 run late in 
the second quarter, the third-seeded 
Rams held a 20-14 halftime lead. The 
home team never trailed during the 
second half enroute to a 51-36 victory 
over the sixth-seeded Panthers at Sul-
livan Gymnasium on Presidents Day. 

“It’s never easy to beat a team three 
times in the same season, so this is a 
huge win for us,” said Granby head 
coach Dylan Dubuc. “We prepared 
very well, and the players played with 
a lot of confidence in tonight’s game.” 

Granby (15-5) kept their dreams of 
winning a sectional title alive with a 

Pioneers 2024 
schedule released

LUDLOW – Earlier this week, 
the Western Mass. Pioneers have 
released their 2024 schedule. It in-
cludes potential participation in the 
U.S. Open Cup, which begins on 
March 19. The Pioneers have won an 
Open Cup match in the past. Later, 
the Pioneers have their “friendly” 
exhibition game scheduled for May 
10. They will face 3rd Eye FC pri-
or to the start of their USL-2 League 
schedule. Their opener for the regu-
lar season is against the Boston Bolts 
on the road May 14. Their home 
opener is scheduled for May 18 
against Pathfinder FC of New York. 
The schedule continues through July 
13 and includes a total of 14 games.

Turley photo by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Colin Murdock dekes to his right.

South Hadley girls basketball celebrates 
with their classmates after winning the 
Western Mass. Class B title.

Ava Asselin gets the free throw. The Class B Western Mass. Champion South Hadley Tigers.

Kate Phillips shoots near the hoop. Drew Alley gets the open layup. Cara Dean passes away from the corner.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com
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51-46 win at second-seeded Dru-
ry in the Western Mass. Class C 
semifinals, last Thursday night. 

The trio of junior guard Gavi-
er Fernandez Jr. (22 points), se-
nior guard Colin Murdock (11 
points), and junior forward Cody 
White (10 points) led the way 
offensively for the Rams against 
Drury.

The Rams, who captured the 
Western Mass. Division 3 title 
in 2005, were scheduled to face 
top-seeded Mahar regional in 
this year’s Western Mass. Class 
C. championship game last Sat-
urday. They’ll also be competing 
in the Division 5 state tourna-
ment, which starts this week.

Fernandez Jr. (15 points) and 
Murdock (13 points), who are 
the Granby co-captains, com-
bined to score 28 points in the 
Rams quarterfinal victory.

Murdock has been a member 
of the varsity basketball team for 
the past two years and he won 
his second postseason game. 

“It just feels amazing to win 
a game in the Western Mass. 
tournament,” said Murdock fol-
lowing the Palmer game. “We 
played two close games against 
Palmer during the regular sea-
son. It’s hard to beat the same 
team three times in a season, but 
we did it.” 

The Rams defeated the Pan-
thers by twelve points in the first 

meeting of the regular season. 
They squeaked out a 60-56 vic-
tory in the second meeting.     

White finished last Mon-
day night’s contest with eight 
points, while junior center Saw-
yer Clarke chipped in with sev-
en points. Junior guard Cody 
Breault made a pair of 3-point-
ers resulting in his six points. 
His older brother, Nate, is the 
last Granby basketball player to 
score 1,000 career points. 

The other senior listed on the 
Rams postseason roster is Ben 
Berger, who’s a forward. He 

made a free throw at the start of 
the second quarter, which was 
his only point of the game.

Despite the setback, the Pan-
thers (10-9), who only won one 
game a year ago, will also be 
competing in the Division 5 state 
tournament.      

“Anytime that your team has 
the opportunity to play in a post-
season game, it’s a very good 
thing,” said first-year Palmer 
head coach Missy Rocker. “I 
hope we can build off this expe-
rience entering the state tourna-

ment.”  
Sophomore center Stephen 

Fredette paced the visiting team 
with 11 points. He scored nine of 
his points during the second half, 
which helped the Panthers stay 
within striking distance.

“I thought Stephen played a 
very good game tonight,” Rock-
er said. “He’s one of our sopho-
mores.” 

Fredette scored a season-high 
16 points in a 71-65 home loss to 
Belchertown on January 30.

Rounding out the Panthers 
scoring column in their quarter-
final loss were freshman guard 
Taydem Haley (7 points), soph-
omore guard Angel Torres (6 
points), sophomore guard Dylan 
Doherty (6 points), sophomore 
forward Matt Santos (2 points), 
sophomore center Gavin Smo-
la (2 points), and senior for-
ward Shawn Troche (2 points). 
Palmer’s other senior is Andrew 
Menard, who’s a forward. 

The two teams combined to 
score 13 points during the first 
eight minutes of the contest.

Doherty scored the game’s 
first four points with a lay-up 
and two free throws.

Granby took a 7-4 lead with 
1:50 left in the opening quarter 
following back-to-back lay-ups 
by Murdock, who scored ten 
points before halftime.

Fredette ended the Panthers 
dry spell offensively with an 
inside hoop thirty seconds later 
making the score 7-6.

There were several lead 
changes during the first five min-
utes of the second quarter.

With 2:40 remaining in the 
opening half, Murdock hit a 
one-handed runner in the lane. 
He then received a long down-
court pass from Fernandez be-
fore converting a wide open lay-
up. 

“Colin became our point 
guard two years ago,” Dubuc 
said. “He hasn’t missed a beat 
since and he’s one of our lead-
ers.”

Breault closed out the first 
half by burying a 3-pointer from 
the left corner, which gave the 
home team a six point halftime 
lead.

The Panthers couldn’t get 
any closer than four points in the 
second half. 

“Once we fell behind at the 
end of the first half, we just could 
never retake the lead again,” 
Rocker said. “We played well 
defensively, and we rebounded 
the ball well, but our shooting 
was a little bit off tonight.”     

With five minutes remaining 
in regulation, a Fredette inside 
hoop closed the gap to 36-32.

Fernandez was then fouled 
while making a baseline lay-up. 
He added the bonus free throw.    

Clarke scored the next five 
points which pushed the Rams 
lead into double digits (44-34) 
for the first time, which sealed 
their quarterfinal victory.

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds  (24-
22-3-2) fell to the Bridgeport 
Islanders (16-28-6-1) on Sunday 
afternoon at Total Mortgage Are-
na by a final score of 5-3.

Things appeared to be start-
ing well for the T-Birds on this 
day, as Sam Bitten cashed in 
for his first career AHL goal at 
the 8:19 mark of the first period 
when he arrived at the top of the 
crease and jammed a Drew Cal-
lin centering pass through Henr-
ik Tikkanen’s legs to make it 1-0 
for the visitors.

Springfield increased the lead 
to 2-0 at 12:54 when Ryan Su-
zuki sent an alley-oop through 
the neutral zone that landed in-
side the Islander blue line. Jakub 
Vrana accelerated to beat the 
Bridgeport defender to the puck 
and then slid a backhand shot 
through Tikkanen to extend the 
lead on his ninth goal of the sea-
son. 

55 seconds after the Vrana 
tally, though, the Islanders made 
their way to the scoresheet as 

Tyce Thompson got a step be-
hind the defense and lifted a per-
fect backhand shot over Colten 
Ellis to cut the lead to 2-1 head-
ing into the first intermission.

The second period began un-
eventfully, but Suzuki changed 
matters when he powered down 
the right wing, protecting the 
puck before elevating a forehand 
chip shot over Tikkanen to make 
it a 3-1 game at 6:34 of the pe-
riod. 

Ellis remained busy but 
strong as the period entered its 
final three minutes en route to a 
career-high 49 saves. Unfortu-
nately for the T-Birds, Bridge-
port All-Star Ruslan Iskhakov 
snapped a goal drought dating 
back to Jan. 15 to singlehanded-
ly pull the Isles even. First, the 
crafty centerman made his way 
to the edge of the crease near 
the right circle, beating Ellis on 
a second chance after the T-Bird 
goalie made a strong reactionary 
save on the first attempt. That tal-
ly cut the score to 3-2 at 17:08.

Not even two minutes later, 

now with under a minute to go 
in the period, Iskhakov delivered 
the equalizer with a one-time 
rocket off a circle-to-circle pass 
from Matt Maggio, and Bridge-
port headed into the dressing 
room with new life in the 3-3 
game.

The Islanders were relentless 
in the final 20 minutes, managing 
22 shots on the T-Birds net. Ellis 
and the Springfield defense held 
the fort as long as they could be-
fore a Sam Bolduc point wrister 
glanced off traffic and skipped 
past Ellis to give Bridgeport the 
lead for good at 11:34 of the 
third. Hudson Fasching round-
ed out the scoring with a pow-
er-play marker into an empty net 
in the closing seconds.

The T-Birds’ busy stretch 
continues next Friday in Prov-
idence as they tangle with the 
Bruins at Amica Mutual Pavil-
ion. Springfield returns home 
on Saturday when they host the 
Laval Rocket at 7:05 p.m. at the 
MassMutual Center.

T-Birds suffer loss at Bridgeport

Sports

ESTERO, FL – The Worces-
ter Railers HC  (22-22-4-2, 
50pts) lost to the Flor-
ida Everblades  (27-
15-7-2, 63pts) on 
Saturday night by 
the final score of 
5-3 in front of a crowd 
of 7,650 at Hertz 
Arena. The Railers 
have wrapped up their 
six-game southern road trip 
and return to the DCU Center 
against the Trois-Rivieres Li-
ons on Saturday, March 2nd at 
7:05pm. 

The Everblades opened the 
scoring with goals from Sean 
Josling (1-2-3) and Joe Penden-
za (1-1-2) just 2:43 apart to grab 
a 2-0 lead. Worcester respond-
ed 27 seconds later as Jack 
Quinlivan (1-0-1) wrapped a 
backhander behind the net past 
Johnson to make it 2-1 going 
into the second. Worcester kept 
the pressure on the Everblades 
in the second as they added on 
two more from Zsombor Garat 
(1-1-2) and Andrei Bakanov 
(1-0-1) to take their first lead 
of the night going into the third 
at 3-2. Florida took the lead in 
the third thanks to goals from 
Will Reilly (1-0-1), Mark Sen-
den (1-0-1) and an empty netter 
from Brett Davis (1-0-1) to take 
the game 5-3.  

Florida controlled the pace 
of play across the first fourteen 
minutes in the first, culminating 
in the game’s first goal. Sean 
Josling (14th) received a back-
door pass from Oliver Chau 
who received the puck from 
Pendenza below the goal line to 
bury it past Cole Ceci in net for 
Worcester to put the Everblades 
ahead 1-0. With Florida on the 

power play 2:43 later in the pe-
riod, Joe Pendenza turned on 

a one-timer and 
sent it past Ceci 
as Florida led 

2-0 late in the pe-
riod. Jack Quinliv-
an (4th) responded 
for Worcester just 
27 seconds later. He 

took the puck off the 
stick of Zsombor Garat 

and wrapped it with his back-
hand inside the near post from 
beneath the net to get Worcester 
to within one heading into the 
second.  

Worcester picked up the 
only goals in the second. 
Zsombor Garat (1st) hammered 
a heavy one-timer on the pow-
er-play from Trevor Cosgrove 
for his first professional North 
American goal. His marker tied 
the game at the 7:29 mark of 
the second. Later in the period 
with  4:51 left in the second, 
Andrei Bakanov (7th) ripped a 
wrister past the blocker of Cam 
Johnson following a perfect 
drop pass from Anthony Callin 
to give Worcester the 3-2 lead 
entering the third.  

The Everblades would be 
the only team to score in the 
third period. First it was Will 
Reilly (6th) on a wrister from 
the point that beat Ceci block-
er side to tie the game 3-3 just 
7:49 into the frame. From there, 
Mark Senden (9th) found the 
puck barreling down the left 
wing and buried it through the 
legs of Ceci to make it 4-3 Flor-
ida. Brett Davis (3rd) sealed the 
deal for Florida with an empty 
netter with just 1:31 remaining 
in the game to give Florida the 
win and the final score of 5-3.  

Worcester wraps up road 
trip with loss to Florida

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 
Baseball League is looking to 
infuse new talent into its league 
for the 2024 season.

Registration for the 2024 
season is now open and any in-
terested players can go to www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org to get 
registered, or to seek more infor-
mation or make inquiries about 
the league. The league website 
will also be updated over the 
next month with information 
about the upcoming season.

There are many open roster 
spots available in the league for 
the 2024 season, which is ten-
tatively scheduled to begin on 

Sunday, April 21. The league 
plays most Sunday from late 
April through late August with 
playoffs following that. The 
league plays a 15-game sched-
ule and typically fields six teams 
each year. Games are usually 
played at 10 a.m. with fields in 
Easthampton and South Hadley 
normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league 
is an all-abilities league and all 
are welcome to join. Eligibility 
is players who are age 28 and 
over. You must be 30 to be eli-
gible to pitch in the league. Your 
age for eligibility is whatever 
age you will turn in 2024. The 

league is also able to entertain-
ing taking in an entire group as a 
team to add to the league. Please 
email the league board for to in-
quire about entering a team.

The league is currently in 
the process of preparing for the 
2024 season and held a meet-
ing on Feb. 18 to discussion 
plans for the upcoming season. 
The next meeting is scheduled 
for Sunday March 24 at 11:40 
a.m. at the Hangar Pub & Grill 
in South Hadley. All are wel-
come to attend the meeting, ask 
questions and express interest in 
joining.

Registration now open for Quabbin Valley baseball

GRANBY from page 4

Riley Goodhind rears back for a 
long pass.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Sawyer Clarke shoots a free throw.
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DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTER EARLY! MORE INFO AT BEMENT.ORG/SUMMER

Enrichment Camps!

Digital Storytelling  •  Studio Arts & Crafts  •    Flag Football  
Book Blasters & Word Wizards •  Bement Does Broadway & more!

Visit Bement.org/summer for 
more information and to register.
Register early! 

Led by faculty and staff from Bement as well 
as local area experts, enrichment camps are 
open to campers in a variety of grades. Check 
the website for specific offerings each week.

Bement camps are a unique day
experience for children entering 
grades k-8.

Please contact eoneal@bement.org with questions.

SESSION 1: JUNE 17-21 
SESSION 2: JUNE 24-28  
SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 
SESSION 7: AUG 5-9

ENROLL IN ALL WEEKS 
AND GET 7TH WEEK 
FREE!

SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 

Arts and crafts, 
swimming, nature 
programs, hiking 
and more. Lunch is 
included. Before and after 
care is available.

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

 

 

 

Mass Stable License  
# 1472 

Mass Riding Instructor 
License 
# 5391 

Boarding, Leasing, Lessons, Training, Trailering 
P.O. 873 - 53 Ware Rd. Belchertown, MA 01007 

Phone (413) 813-9291 - Fax (413) 323-4999  
E-mail—Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 

 

 

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 16-18
2024 Summer Riding Sessions
June 25-28 • July 22-25 • July 29-Aug 2
Aug 5-9 • Aug 12-16 • Aug 19-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 18 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 17TH*-AUG. 23RD

10 Themed Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER Year round program for Ages 2-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Toddler 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

 Race into summer at Camp MacDuffi e! Space is
limited 
so don’t 
wait!

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true 
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Camp programs include:
Arts • Athletics • Creative Writing • Dance • Theater • Science • And More!

The MacDuffi e School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
July 1 - August 16

Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s • And More!

Week 1: July 1 - 5
Week 2: July 8 - 12

Week 3: July 15 - 19
Week 4: July 22 - 26
Week 5: July 29 - Aug. 2

Week 6: August 5 - 9
Week 7: August 12 - 16

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.110

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

Summer 
Camps  
in Performing Arts,  
Debate & Public Speaking

day & residential options available
sbschool.org/summer
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME REPAIRS AND REMOD-
ELING. Quality work. Carpentry, 
sheetrock, flooring, tile, etc. Fully li-
censed and insured. Call Chris 413-
426-5160 for free estimates.

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

HOUSE 
CLEANING
HOUSE CLEANING

Also cleaning/organizing of base-
ment, garage, shed and finished attics. 
Charge according to job. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-536-3697, David.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

WE DO LLC. Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Popcorn ceiling 
removal. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

FOR SALE SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

FOR SALE

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙    SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME LEAD CUSTODIAN

United Congregational Church of Holy-
oke. Custodian wanted to ensure the 
upkeep and cleanliness of our building. 
Application and complete job descrip-
tion available at www.uccholyoke.org/
contact/employment-opportunities or 
submit a cover letter and resume to 
office.uccholyoke@gmail.com 
or call 413-532-1483.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDSERVICES REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

ADVERTISEMENT 
NOTICE

INVITATION FOR BID
For

Leaping Well Nature Trail 
Parking & Pocket Park 

Improvements
The Town of  South 

Hadley is seeking proposals 
from qualified vendors for 
Leaping Well Nature Trail 
Parking & Pocket Park 
Improvements (IFB # C24-
01).

Specifications may be 
obtained from: https://www.
southhadley.org/bids.aspx

A pre-bid walkthrough 
is scheduled on Tuesday 
March 12, 2024 beginning at 
10:00AM at the Leaping Well 
Nature Trail Parking Lot, 101 
Mosier St. South Hadley, MA 
01075.  All interested parties 
shall meet in the semi-circu-
lar driveway west of Mosier 
Elementary School and east 
of Route 116/Newton St. 
Attendance is not mandatory.

All Bids shall be sealed 
and addressed to: Lisa Wong, 
Town Administrator and 
Chief Procurement Officer, 
116 Main St. South Hadley, 
MA  01075. Sealed propos-

als will be received by the 
Planning & Conservation 
Department (Room U6) until 
1:00 PM on Wednesday, 
March 20, 2024. 

Each bid must be accom-
panied by a Bid Bond from 
a licensed surety compa-
ny, or a Certified check, or 
a Treasurer’s or Cashier’s 
check in the amount of five 
(5%) percent of the base bid 
payable to the Town of South 
Hadley. 

A payment  bond in 
the amount of 50% of the 
Contract  Price wil l  be 
required of the Successful 
Bidder. The successful bid-
der will also be required to 
furnish workmen’s compen-
sation insurance and public 
liability insurance.

This contract will be 
awarded only to a responsive 
and responsible bidder whose 
bid meets all of the require-
ments in the specifications. 
The contract shall be award-
ed by the Chief Procurement 
Officer, which reserves the 
right to waive any informal-
ities, to accept or reject, in 
part or in whole, any and all 
proposals or to take whatev-

er action may be deemed to 
be in the best interest of the 
Town of South Hadley. Bids 
will remain firm for sixty (60) 
days following the opening of 
proposals.
03/01/2024

Notice of Public Sale
Notice is hereby given 

that LocalStorage Granby 
will sell the contents of the 
storage units listed below at a 

public auction to satisfy a lien 
placed on the contents (pur-
suant to the Massachusetts 
Lien Law. General Laws 
Part I, Administration of 
the Government. Title XV 
Regulation of Trade Chapter 
105A. Self-Service Storage 
Facility. The sale will take 
place at the website http://
www.S to rageTreasu res .
com. The sale will be con-
ducted  on  h t tp : / /www.

StorageTreasures.com, under 
the guidance of Christopher 
Rosa (AU005857) on behalf 
of the facility’s management. 
Units will be available for 
viewing prior to the sale on 
http://www.StorageTreasures.
com. All sales are final. Seller 
reserves the right to with-
draw the property at any time 
before the sale or to refuse 
any bids. The property to be 
sold is described as general 

household items unless other-
wise noted.

LocalStorage Granby, 
138 W State St, Granby, MA 
01033 will list storage units 
on the website http://www.
StorageTreasures.com until 
sold or disposed of on March 
21,2024, 10:00AM.

U n i t : # 0 3 7  K a t h l e e n 
Batchelor,#057 Bethany 
Quinlan,#110 Kelly Waters
03/01, 03/08/2024

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel

The Big Broadcast returns 
for 19th Year

SOUTH HADLEY – If it’s March, 
it must be time for The Big Broadcast, 
the popular annual event that, this year, 
will be held Saturday, March 9 in Chap-
in Auditorium on the campus of Mount 
Holyoke College. There will be two per-
formances - at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

The Big Broadcast is a unique recre-
ation of a 1940s-style radio show, com-
plete with news, commercials, popular 
songs and a radio play in the detective 
serial style. Mount Holyoke has desig-
nated the yearly concert as a Signature 
Event.

Sponsors are Mount Holyoke Col-
lege, 22News, Loomis Communities, 
NEPM, PRIME magazine, NEPM 88.5 
and The Republican 

22News meteorologist Brian La-
pis returns to The Big Broadcast in his 
role as the show’s emcee “Fred Kelley.” 
Mark Gionfriddo, director of the Jazz 
Ensembles of MHC, is the show’s cre-
ative director.

Gionfriddo noted that this year 
marks the 25th  anniversary season of 
the jazz program at Mount Holyoke. 
The Big Broadcast is a production of 
the college’s Big Band, Jazz Vocal and 
Chamber Jazz ensembles. 

“There’s really nothing else like it,” 
Gionfriddo said, about The Big Broad-
cast. Part concert, part theater, the show 
is produced by students with Gionfriddo 
playing the role of “Matt Morgan,” who 
conducts the fictional WJAZ Big Band 
and is Fred Kelley’s musical sidekick.

This year’s selections include “The 
American Patrol” from the Glenn Mill-
er Orchestra; Rodgers & Hart’s “This 
Can’t Be Love”; “Romberg & Hammer-
stein’s “Lover, Come Back to Me”; the 
iconic Gene Krupa drum feature “Sing 
Sing Sing;” and Cole Porter’s “Don’t 
Fence Me In” as popularized by Bing 
Crosby and the Andrews Sisters.

Tickets are available locally at the 
Odyssey Bookshop in South Hadley 
and online at  https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/the-big-broadcast-2024-2pm-
show-tickets-800425964607.   More in-
formation is available on the Facebook 
page of the Jazz Ensembles of Mount 
Holyoke College and on their web page 
at  www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/music/
big-broadcast.

Mount Holyoke College Department 
of Film Media Theatre Presents: 

‘Marisol’ by José Rivera

SOUTH HADLEY –  The Mount 
Holyoke College Department of Film 
Media Theater invites you to experi-
ence the disintegration of urban soci-
ety in America with José Rivera’s Obie 
Award-winning dark fairytale, “Mari-
sol.”

In a dystopian world where apples 
are extinct and people turn into mounds 
of salt, the angels plot an epic battle to 
save the human race. Marisol, a Puerto 
Rican woman from the Bronx, embarks 
on a journey through the apocalypse to 
survive on her own, facing the possibili-
ty of her death amongst chaos and crisis.

The two-act play provides an at-
mosphere of human vulnerability that 
raises the existential questions of home-
lessness, ecological disaster, paranoia, 
mental illness, theology, sexuality  and 
civil disorder.

Mount Holyoke’s production is di-
rected by Liz Almonte ‘24, featuring 
Set Design by Lee Heintzelman ‘24, 
Costume Design by Jensen Glick, and 
Lighting & Sound Design by Lara Du-
bin.

“Author Franny Choi says, ‘By the 
time the apocalypse began, the world 
had already ended.. This play makes 
me envision tomorrow even when my 
eyes are clouded by fear. Fear and de-
struction seep into every crevice and 
corner of our lives. Hope is not a feel-
ing, but a state of being that fuels rev-
olution.  Marisol forces us to embellish 
destruction with hope. To fuel our pain 
with as much hope as possible so as to 
relinquish it. What is pain without hope 
and vice versa? How do we begin again 
if hope is lost?” - Director Liz Almonte 
‘24

Performance Dates and Times:
Thursday, March 7, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, March 8, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 9, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 10, 2 p.m.
For more information or to reserve 

tickets, please visit  https://mhc.ludus.
com/index.php or contact our box office 
at MHCRookeTheatre@gmail.com

Tickets: $10 general | $8 students 
and senior citizens 

Events and announcements 

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/24

TURN 
YOUR 
GOLD 
INTO 

CA$H!

Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub
Live Music, Great Food & 

A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!
Friday, 

March 1st

The Healys

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11 am-10 pm; Fri. & Sat. 11 am - Midnight; Sun.11 a - 8 pm

Saturday, 
March 2nd

Dee Reilly

Friday, March 8th

Brennan 
Brothers

Saturday, 
March 9th

Blaney Brothers

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY — Local kids 
spent the last day of February Vacation 
combining playing with learning at the 
Playful Engineers Traveling Makerspace 
event at the South Hadley Public Library 
on Friday, Feb. 23.

Despite the dreary weather outside, a 
bright atmosphere of fun, curiosity and 
creativity filled the Community Room at 
the library, as kids built contraptions com-
prised of dominos, rollers, miniature car 
tracks and a variety of other toys, all in-
tuitively illustrating the concept of cause 
and effect.

Jay Mankita of Playful Engineers led 
the session, entitled “Chain Reactions and 
Creative Contraptions,” demonstrating a 
multi-step apparatus he built out of the 
same parts the kids had available to try 
to get a ping-pong ball to bounce into a 
plastic cup. 

However, as he pointed out after his 
presentation, “The kids didn’t really need 
me to tell them what to do.” 

Even before Mankita had fully shown 
how his mechanism worked, kids were 
already hard at work experimenting with 
their own designs for their multi-step ma-
chines.

Mankita emphasized to the kids pres-
ent the importance of approaching any 
challenge or experience with an attitude 
of discovery, as opposed to seeing the 
world through the binary lens of success 
and failure. At one point, when his own 
contraption did not achieve the desired re-
sult, he took the opportunity to talk about 
“identifying the failure point” rather than 
beating oneself up.

Additionally, Mankita shared the per-
spective of starting a project with a goal in 
mind and working backwards from there. 
The example of falling dominos trigger-
ing other steps was also a tangible and 
helpful illustration of the general concept 
of cause and effect.

Mankita and Children’s Librarian 

Jenny Arch expressed their gratitude to 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council, the 
South Hadley Cultural Council and the 
Friends of the Library for providing fund-
ing for the program.

Playful Engineers is an organization 
that facilitates “play-based, socially driv-
en learning environments for kids and 
families, in-person and online,” according 
to their website. 

Additional information about the Am-
herst-based group, including a calendar 
of future events and a catalog of online 
workshops, can be found online at https://
www.playfulengineers.com.

Information and upcoming event list-
ings from the library can be found online 
at https://www.shadleylib.org. 

Upcoming events for kids include “Dr. 
Rosie Helps the Animals!” at 10:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, March 2, during which au-
thor Jennifer Welborn and illustrator Ro-
zillia MH will be teaching kids real-life 
veterinarian skills that they can use on 
their own stuffed animals. Children are 
encouraged to bring a stuffed animal to 
the event.

Playful Engineers makes learning fun

Waverley and Wyatt stand next to their 
work in progress during Playful Engineers 
at the library last Friday. 

Kids work together on a domino-powered contraption during Playful Engineers at the 
library on Feb. 23. 

Turley photos by Nick Boonstra
Jay Mankita demonstrates his own cause-and-effect machine at the library last 
Friday. 

SOUTH HADLEY – Mail-in bal-
lots for the March 5 elections have been 
mailed to those who requested them. If 
you selected “all elections” or March 5, 
2024, on your vote-by-mail application, 
you will receive one Town Election ballot 
and one Presidential Primary ballot. 

Please read the enclosed instructions 
carefully and sign where indicated before 
returning your ballots to the Town Clerk’s 
office.

Ballots must be returned by 8 p.m. on 
March 5. There are several ways to return 

your ballots:
Mail it back postage-free
Use the Dropbox located behind the 

police station
Hand-deliver to the Town Clerk’s of-

fice during our office hours (Mon.-Thurs. 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Fridays 8:30 a.m. to 
Noon)

Voters still have time to apply for a 
mail-in ballot for the March 5 elections. 
The application deadline is 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Feb. 27. Learn how to apply 
here:  https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divi-

sions/elections/voting-information/vote-
by-mail.htm.

You can track your ballot on-
line:  https://www.sec.state.ma.us/Where-
DoIVoteMA/TrackMyBallot.

For more information on Elections 
in the Town of South Hadley, please vis-
it  https://www.southhadley.org/620/Elec-
tions.

Please contact the Town Clerk’s office 
with any questions at 413-538-5030, ext. 
6183, or elections@southhadleyma.gov. 

Mail-in Ballots for March 5 elections have been mailed


