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SOUTH HADLEY – After 
listening to the concerns of a 
number of parents, educators and 
residents, the School Committee 
voted unanimously in favor of 
approving the proposed budget 
for the coming school year at a 
public hearing on March 20.

Members of the public raised 
objections primarily over the re-

duction in paraprofessional staff 
proposed in the budget, as Su-
perintendent Mark McLaughlin 
sought to demonstrate that his 
administrative team was balanc-
ing the needs of both students 
and the district’s bottom line as 
best as possible. 

The budget, as presented 
by McLaughlin and Assistant 
Superintendent Jennifer Voyik, 
will still need to be approved at 
the annual town meeting before 
it can take effect for �scal year 

2025. 
For the �rst part of the meet-

ing, McLaughlin and Voyik out-
lined dif�culties being faced by 
the town in this current budget-
ing cycle, with an abnormally 
small increase in aid funding 
from the commonwealth being 
cited as a main driver of the need 
for cuts. However, McLaughlin 
strove to make clear that staff-
ing decisions in this budget were 

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – At its 
April 2 meeting, the Select-
board once again continued a 
public hearing for the owner of 
the proposed 3 Corners Package 
Store at 450 Amherst Road. 

Frustration from both Se-
lectboard members and near-
by residents has only grown 
since the public hearing began 
this past summer to discuss 
revoking or suspending the 
site’s liquor license because it 
wasn’t being used. However, 
the issue hasn’t been resolved 
and has actually grown in 
scope.

“This is more complex than 
just about a license,” said Lisa 
Wong, town administrator of 
South Hadley. Wong explained 
that she had received an update 
shortly before the meeting that 
Hamid Habib, owner of the site, 
intended to sublease the site 
now. 

She said that both Habib and 
the intended lessee planned to 
attend the April 16 Selectboard 
meeting.

“We’ve let this go a very 
long time,” said Jeff Cyr, Select-
board member, who added that 
he was very concerned about re-
ports of trash at the site and that 
there has been no resolution to 
the board’s concerns for months 
now. Cyr noted that if having 
a lessee will extend the issue 
more than he is inclined to say 

no at the next meeting.
Wong responded that there 

are “economic concerns” be-
cause if the license is lost for the 
site then the site will lose value.

Two residents spoke at the 
meeting voicing their concerns 
about the derelict condition of 
the site and expressing their 
hopes for what will become of 
it.

Hattie Finkel, who lives 
behind the site at 450 Amherst 
Road, said that there is a collec-
tion of garbage and large items 
in the back of the building and 
that people tend to congregate 
there. She advocated for taking 
down the building and changing 
the roadway to make it safer.

“Moody Corner has been ne-
glected,” said Finkel. “The town 
has turned a blind eye to it.”

Finkel added that she feels 
the board has been “played” 
by Habib since no real prog-
ress has been made at the site, 
but the board keeps giving him 
chances.

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY – Local 
veterans gathered at the Public 
Library on March 28 to remem-
ber those who served the U.S. 
in Vietnam, both living and de-
ceased. 

The ceremony served as a 
poignant reminder that all who 
bravely serve their country ought 
to be recognized for their valor 
and sacri�ce, and as an import-
ant opportunity to show this 
well-deserved honor to those 
veterans still with us.

National Vietnam Var Veter-
ans Day is observed annually on 
March 29 as a day to recognize 
the sacri�ces made by veterans 
and their families during the 
Vietnam War, bringing attention 
to those who served in the United 
States military anywhere in the 
world between Nov. 1, 1955, and 
May 15, 1975. The day was �rst 
proclaimed by President Barack 

Vietnam veterans remembered

Turley Photos by Nick Boonstra
Veterans and members of the community gathered to remember those who served in Vietnam at the South Hadley Public Library on March 28.

Frustration grows about 
3 Corners Package Store

School Committee approves FY 25 budget
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Matthew and his 
mom pose with 
a cool race car.  
The community 

event featured 15 
businesses who 
brought vehicles  

of all kinds for 
kids to enjoy and 

explore.

Turley Photos by
 Emily-Rose Pappas

SEE MORE 
PHOTOS ON 

PAGE 10.

“Moody Corner has 
been neglected. The 
town has turned a 
blind eye to it.”

HATTIE FINKEL,
South Hadley residentPlease see BUDGET, page 8

Please see BOS, page 3

Please see VETERANS, page 11
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PLANNING FOR CLIMATE
CHANGE IN SOUTH HADLEY

Come join us to talk about how extreme weather events 
such as heat waves, flooding, and more frequent 

large storms are impacting you and our community. 

QUESTIONS??
acapra@southhadleyma.gov | (413) 538-5030 x6128

Attendees will receive dinner + $10 gift card!
Can’t join in person, complete the survey online: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SouthHadleyMVP

4/25/24
South Hadley 
Public Library

6-8PM

5/15/24
South Hadley 

Council on Aging
6-8PM

6/4/24
Location TBD in 
South Hadley 

6-8PM

FREE SUNDAY 
MOVIE MATINEE!!!
St. Patrick’s Social Center
St. Catherine Classroom

15 School Street
South Hadley, MA

Two Episodes a Week, 
Sundays in April at 2 p.m.
April 7 - Episodes 1 & 2

April 14 - Episodes 3 & 4
April 21 - Episodes 5 & 6
April 28 - Episodes 7 &8

Popcorn & Light Beverages 
Will Be Provided.

COME AND SEE!!!

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – In its 
debut season, South Hadley 
Players will stage “Mary Pop-
pins” as its very �rst production 
the weekend of April 12 to 14.

“Why ‘Mary Poppins’, you 
ask?  Because it’s a fun show that 
everyone loves,” said Cynthia 
Strycharz, director of the show. 
“It includes both 
children and 
adults and the 
whole family 
can get involved 
together. The 
cast is fabulous! 
Very talented 
and dedicated.”

Based on the 
Mary Poppins 
children’s books 
and the 1964 Disney �lm, the 
musical tells the story of nanny 
Mary Poppins and her charges 
Jane and Michael Banks as they 
go on adventures and try to im-
prove the disposition of the par-
ents.

In the titular role of Mary 
Poppins will be Tara McKenna. 
Starring as Bert, the chimney 
sweep, is Sam Hicks, who many 
in the area watched grow up on 
the Eddie’s Furniture commer-
cials. This is Hicks’s �rst lead 
role after roles with the Exit 7 
Players and Opera House Play-
ers.

Just off her role in Michael E. 
Smith Middle School’s “Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat”, South Hadley sev-
enth-grader Lily O’Connor plays 
the role of Jane Banks.

“I am most excited to be in 
the �rst South Hadley Players 
show and I hope I can keep do-
ing it for years to come,” said 
O’Connor. “I hope everyone en-
joys the show!”

Castmate Zoe Ferguson, a 
member of the kids ensemble 
agrees, saying “It’s fun to be in 
the play with my friends and my 
dad. My favorite part is singing 
Supercalifragilisticexpialido-

cious.”
In its �rst-ever season, South 

Hadley Players is hoping to con-
nect people who love community 
theater. 

“South Hadley Players is a 
brand new theater group that has 
been reborn from a long history 
of community theater in South 
Hadley,” explained Strycharz. 
“Last year, Black Cat took their 
�nal bow which left a void in the 

world of the-
ater in South 
Hadley. With 
the help of 
Dan Mashia 
and John and 
Pat Gelinas, I 
formed South 
Hadley Players 
with the hope 
it would reach 
cast members 

and audiences of all ages, hoping 
they would fall in love with the 
magic of theater.”

Back in 1983, Strycharz 
formed South Hadley Commu-
nity Theatre in memory of her 
brother Jon Sibley, who died 
young in a car accident. Sibley 
had been an actor and alumni of 
South Hadley High School “who 
loved to perform, make people 
laugh and believed in the magic 
of theater,” recalled Strycharz.

That theater group became 
very successful, putting on a 
range of shows including “Bye 
Bye Birdie”, “Fiddler on the 
Roof”, “Sound of Music” and 
“Grease”. The group changed its 
name to Black Cat Theater and 
also put on many shows until it 
ceased operations last year. 

When that happened, Stry-
charz decided to once again 
honor her brother’s memory by 
forming another community 
theater group, with the support 
of the South Hadley community 
and businesses.

“We have great support from 
community businesses and in-
dividuals who are reaching out 
to help us pay the rights for this 
show. Musical theater is expen-
sive,” said Strycharz.

Right now, the group is �rm-
ly entrenched in putting on the 
best show it can, but it does have 
hopes for the future.

“To quote a line from the show 
‘Anything can happen if you let 
it.’  We are hoping the commu-
nity comes out and supports this 
show so that we can look to the 
future,” said Strycharz.

Shows run Friday, April 12 
at 7 p.m., Saturday, April 13 at 
7 p.m. and Sunday, April 14 at 
1 p.m. at South Hadley High 
School. 

General admission tickets are 
available online at www.south-
hadleyplayers.ludus.com or will 
be available for purchase at the 
door. The cost is $18 for adults 
and $12 for students and senior 
citizens.

South Hadley Players debuts with ‘Mary Poppins’

SHOW TIME:
Friday, April 12 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 13 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 14 1 p.m.

 at South Hadley 
High School

Avery and Michele Kostek rehearsed for the show.

Turley Photos by Tina Lesniak
Director Cynthia Strycharz directed a scene with Sam Hicks, Lily O’Connor and Cooper Pearson.

SOUTH HADLEY – Attention South 
Hadley residents who travel on Main 
Street to Chicopee. Beginning Friday 
March 29, James Street hill from Syrek 
Street in Chicopee moving up the hill 
will be closed to thru traf�c during work 
hours, Monday-Friday, 7a.m. to 5 p.m. 
This area will be closed to truck traf�c 
completely, 24/7, during the duration of 
the work, estimated at this time to be 3 

months. Trucks will be asked to seek al-
ternate routes during this time. Note that 
both Britton Street and New Ludlow/
Ludlow Road which connect Chicopee 
to South Hadley do not allow truck traf-
�c.

Regular vehicular traf�c can access 
Britton Street Chicopee via Spring Street 
and Smith Street in South Hadley. De-
tour signage will be placed.

Road closure for 3 months
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Western Ma�achuse�s 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub
Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10pm; Fri. & Sat. 11am - Midnight; Sun. 11am - 8pm

Friday, 
April 5

The Healys

Saturday, 
April 6

Dennis O’Gorman

Friday, 
April 12

Jim McArdle & 
Jerry Murphy

Saturday, 
April 13

Corner 
Boys

Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

You need it 
insured -

I’ve got you 
covered!

Looking 
for better 
insurance
with that 

HomeTown 
service?

Need help 
listing or 

buying real 
estate?

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

CALL TODAY! Angela Goncalves
INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR   |    agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

Submitted Photo 

Daffodils for Meals on Wheels
The Friends of the South Hadley Seniors continue their annual spring tradition of putting together 
bunches of daffodils for South Hadley’s Meals on Wheels clients. The daffodils were delivered to 
WestMass Eldercare whose drivers delivered them with the meals. Pictured left to right: Marsha 
Hutchinson (WME driver), Myra Robles (WME staff), Kim Prough (Friends of the South Hadley 
Seniors) and Angel Luna (WME driver).

South Hadley

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Town
Reminder

Neighbor Marc Desrosiers 
agreed, saying that the board has 
been too lenient. 

“He’s given the town noth-
ing,” said Desrosiers, who later 
advocated for returning the site 
to residential zoning.

One of the issues that makes 
it dif�cult for the site to have a 
successful business is the unique 
zoning it has, with business in the 
front and agriculture in the back.

Several members of the board 
expressed their desire to make 
the April 16 public hearing the 
�nal one for Habib and this site.

In addition to the public hear-
ing, the board approved sever-
al warrants for the annual town 
meeting in May. Among them are 
three articles that would increase 
exemptions and asset limits for 
residents who are blind, chang-
ing the opioid stabilization fund 
to a revolving account that needs 
board approval to spend money 
and a citizen petition for hybrid 
planning board meetings. 

The board also approved a 
change to Wong’s contract. Wong 
requested a $10,000 cut to her 
salary for �scal year 2025 as a 
way to help the town’s budget.

BOS from page 1

Registration 
pick up in April 

SOUTH HADLEY— Plains 
Elementary registration pack-
et pickup for Pre-K, K and 1st 
grades will be during the month 
of April. Please stop by the of�ce 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Spring yard waste 
collection schedule

SOUTH HADLEY— The 
South Hadley DPW will begin 
curbside spring yard waste col-
lection on April 1 through April 
26. Paper bags or open contain-
ers only. The waste must be curb-
side by 7 a.m. on your collection 
day. Each route will have two 
collections. Brush must be tied 
in bundles (no metal) of not more 
than four feet in length. Leaves, 
grass and brush only, Pno plastic 
bags. For any questions or more 
information please contact the 
DPW at 413-538-5030.

Class of 
1974 plans 
50th reunion

CHICOPEE— It’s the time 
to renew friendships and share 
memories with high school 
classmates.  The Chicopee Com-
prehensive High School Class of 
1974 will be holding its 50th re-
union on Sept. 13, at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 460 Granby 
Road..  The reunion party will 
begin at 5 p.m. with cocktails 
and dinner.   

Committee members are 
planning details for the festiv-
ities and also working hard to 
track down classmates and reach 
out to as many as possible.  If in-
dividuals have contact informa-
tion for long-lost friends, please 
send it to Linda Parlengas at 
lparlengas@hotmail.com; Mona 
Marcil Friberg at tinker245@
aol.com, or Lynn Provost Larra-
bee at penrose43@comcast.net.  
The committee will be sending 
out details soon and would like 
to include everyone.   Informa-
tion can also be shared on Face-
book at Chicopee Comp Class of 
1974 Reunion Page or at Class-
mates.com.    

April events
SOUTH HADLEY –   

Spring is here, and stop by the 
South Hadley Public Library 
and Gaylord Memorial Library 
to see what’s new, borrow some 
books, attend a free program, or 
just enjoy the unique settings at 
both locations. 

Adult Programs at SHPL
One of the hardest trials in 

life is navigating the death of 
friends, family, and pets. The 
Visiting Nurses Association of 
Northampton will be here on 
Wednesday, April 3 at 6 p.m. to 
Navigate the Journey of Grief 
and Loss. Learn about the natu-
ral stages of grief and loss, from 
preceptory to post-grief and the 
resources that are available to 
you and your family.

Do you �nd yourself looking 
at the stars while thinking about 
the upcoming solar eclipse? 
On Saturday, April 6 at 11 a.m. 
we’ll host a virtual program. Are 
We Alone in the Universe? pre-

sented by Scott Flaig. He will 
talk on the arguments both for 
and against life on other planets. 
Click here to register.

Perhaps a series of romance 
novels? Whether you are already 
a romance reader or new to the 
genre, join our Between the 
Covers book group for a month-
ly get-together of romance nov-
els that offer happy endings and 
often are part of a series. Our 
next meeting is Tuesday, April 9 

at 3 p.m. at the library. Copies of 
The Seven Husbands of Evenly 
Hugo, by Taylor Jenkins Reid, 
are available at the library.

On Wednesday, April 17 at 6 
p.m. the National Park Services 
will give us a Virtual Tour of the 
Black Heritage Trail in Boston. 
Shawn Quigley will showcase 
the residences and community 
buildings associated with the 
Black Community that thrived 
on and near the north slope of 

Beacon Hill before, during, and 
after the American Civil War.

Attention local history buffs 
and train lovers. Will Melton 
will give a local history talk on 
Rescuing Richardson’s Station: 
Holyoke’s 1855 Train Depot on 
Tuesday, April 16 at 6:30 p.m. 
Come on down to the Commu-
nity Room and �nd out about 
how this old railway station will 
be revitalized as a takeout and 
ice cream shop.

Earth Day is celebrated each 
April and the Kestrel Land Trust 
will show the new biographical 
�lm Stewart Udall: The Politics 
of Beauty on Wednesday, April 
24, at 6 p.m. in the Communi-
ty Room. Udall left a profound 
legacy of conservation and envi-
ronmental justice as Secretary of 
the Interior during the Kennedy 
and Johnson Administrations. 
His social and environmental 
successes stemmed from his 
ability to bring together people 
with disparate interests, and in-

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y
South Hadley Public

L I B R A R Y

Please see EVENTS, page 9
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When should we 
claim Social Security?

Dear Rusty:
I am almost 63 and my husband will be 

61 soon and we are looking to see when our 
best time would be to start our Social Secu-
rity bene�ts. 

We would like to know if one of us qual-
i�es for bene�ts from a previous marriage 
from 1984 to 1995. And we are wondering if 
I can start drawing at age 65, in two years or 
if it is better that I wait until 67 because my 
spouse is two years younger than me. Also, 
if I were to continue working limited hours 
after 65, what would my earning limit be? 

Signed: Almost Ready

Dear Almost Ready: 
The �rst thing to understand is that Full 

Retirement Age for both of you is 67. If either 
of you claim before that, your monthly bene-
�t amount will be permanently reduced and, 
because you are working, you will be subject 
to Social Security’s “earnings test.” 

If you claim your bene�t at age 65 your 
monthly payment will be about 87% of what 
you would get if you claimed at age 67. If 
your husband claims at age 62, his bene�t 
will be about 70% of his FRA amount. 

The only way to get 100% of the bene�t 
you’ve each earned from a lifetime of work-
ing is to claim at your FRA. You can choose 
to claim at age 65 as long as you’re comfort-
able with the bene�t reduction which will oc-
cur and as long as your annual work earnings 
do not signi�cantly exceed the earnings limit 
for that year. In any case, when each of you 
claims will not affect the other’s retirement 
bene�t amount.  

Social Security’s “earnings test” for those 
claiming before FRA sets a limit for how 
much can be earned before some or all ben-
e�ts are taken away. The earnings limit for 
2024 is $22,320, but it changes yearly. If you 
claim early bene�ts and your work earnings 
exceed that year’s limit, Social Security will 
take away $1 in bene�ts for every $2 you are 
over the limit. 

They take away by withholding future 
bene�ts long enough to recover what you owe 

for exceeding the limit. If you signi�cantly 
exceed the annual earnings limit, you may be 
temporarily ineligible to receive SS bene�ts 
until you either earn less or reach your FRA.

The earnings test no longer applies after 
you reach your FRA. I cannot predict what 
the earnings limit will be two years from now, 
but it will be more than the 2024 limit and 
published at that time. FYI, in the year you 
turn 67 your pre-FRA earnings limit will be 
much higher and when you reach your FRA 
the earnings test no longer applies.  

Regarding your previous marriage, you 
cannot receive spousal bene�ts from an ex-
spouse while you are currently married. But 
when to claim may also be in�uenced by 
whether either you or your current spouse 
will get a spousal bene�t from the other. If the 
FRA (age 67) bene�t amount for one of you is 
more than twice the other’s FRA entitlement, 
the one with the lower FRA amount will get 
a ”spousal boost” to their own amount when 
both of you are collecting. 

Spouse bene�ts reach maximum at one’s 
FRA, but each person’s personal SS retire-
ment amount will continue to grow if not 
claimed at FRA. Waiting past FRA to claim 
allows the SS retirement bene�t to grow by 
8% per year, up to age 70. 

So, with an FRA of 67, claiming at age 70 
will yield a payment 24% higher than the FRA 
amount, 76% more than the age 62 amount 
and about 37% more than the age 65 amount. 
But waiting beyond FRA is only smart if �-
nancially feasible and life expectancy is at 
least average about 84 and 87 respectively for 
a man and woman your current ages. And, as 
a general rule, if one’s spousal bene�t at FRA 
(50% of their partner’s FRA entitlement) is 
highest, then that spouse should claim at FRA 
to get their maximum bene�t. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not af�liated with or 
endorsed by the Social Security Administra-
tion or any other governmental entity. This 
article is intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal or �nancial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
Matters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Asparagus plants- upkeep, 
harvest and oddities

It was so much fun to be outdoors on Easter 
Sunday.  

I enjoyed just sitting on the deck, talking with 
family and moseying around the yard while the 
little kids enjoyed an Easter egg hunt. It’s funny 
that being outside is one of those things that once 
you do it, you want to do it more often.  

It got me thinking of some of the tasks back 
home I have to do to get the gardens ship-shape.

One of the tasks concerns my asparagus bed. 
The grocery stores are teasing us lately, with 
spears from Mexico making an appearance in 
the sales circular.  

I usually hold off buying it, preferring my 
home-grown to anything store-bought. I never 
did get to cut back the foliage in the fall after the 
�rst frost.  

Presently, its laying down in the beds, mak-
ing a catch-all for leaves. I’ll to get in there with 
a pair of sharp clippers, cutting away the foliage, 
then with a rake to further tidy up.  

Once complete, I’ll sprinkle lime on the beds, 
followed by some compost, since asparagus pre-
fers fertile soil on the alkaline side.  

It’ll be a few weeks still before the spears 
start to poke through the surface. Since my beds 
are several years old at this point, I will be able 
to harvest for a good eight weeks.  

Be on the look-out for the asparagus beetle 
midstream and the black eggs that are laid hor-
izontally shortly thereafter, usually apparent on 
the upper portion of the spears. I monitor my 
beds often and �ick the bugs into a yogurt con-
tainer of soapy water while squishing the eggs 
in-situ.  

I don’t do more than that in terms of pest con-
trol and I’m able to keep populations down.  

Weeds are another foe. It’s important to keep 
the beds weeded – especially free of perennial 
grasses, and you will likely have a productive as-
paragus patch for decades to come.

I usually harvest asparagus with a knife, so 
that the cut is clean. If the spear has gotten a bit 
too tall, but the buds haven’t opened too much, 
I will still harvest it at the appropriate length 
of 6-8” long, and cut the rest of the stem off at 
ground level.  

If the buds have opened and are too far gone 
to be edible (at least in terms of looking like tra-
ditional asparagus) I will just allow the foliage 
to grow, �guring that the photosynthesizing will 
bene�t the roots in the long run, just as later foli-
age does after the harvest period is over. I usually 
let really skinny spears go to foliage as well – 
they are usually kind of tough.  

Speaking of tough, what about those really 
thick spears, the kind that are “thumb-thick?” 

If you notice the base of these spears to be 
woody and tough in appearance, get out the po-
tato peeler and remove the outer skin, revealing a 
much more tender interior portion. An old friend 
taught me this trick, and it works out pretty well. 

I’d be in remiss if I didn’t address the stinky 
smell associated with eating asparagus. 

Yesiree, it can happen even 15 minutes after 
ingesting it. Use the bathroom and voila, your 
urine will have a pungent, asparagus-like smell. 
Only maybe worse.  

Our bodies convert asparagusic acid into sul-
fur-containing chemicals that are volatile enough 
to �y from the toilet up your nose, that is, if you 
have the ability to perceive it. Some people don’t.  

Call them lucky, perhaps.  I consider myself 
lucky to have such an amazing vegetable grow-
ing right in my backyard, stinky or not.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as �ow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

YOUR VIEW!Voice
What are your thoughts on issues

in town? Voice your view! 
Write to us in Letter to the Editor format and we’ll 

print your opinion on our Op/Ed page. 
Email it to townreminder@turley.com. Include 

your hometown and a phone number at which we 
can reach you for confirmation.
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HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS

2024-2025
Hadley Public Schools – 

serving grades PK-12 is currently accepting 
School Choice Applications.

Applications can be found on
our website at www.hadleyschools.org

or call (413) 586-0822.  
�e cut-o� date for applications is April 17th.

Hadley Public Schools provides 
a safe and supportive environment that fosters 

cooperation, critical thinking, creativity, 
integrity, and a love of learning.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

LUDLOW - The re-election kickoff 
fundraiser for State Sen. Jake Oliviera 
took place on Monday in front of a packed 
dining hall at the Gremio Lusitano Club.

Senator Michael. J Rodrigues, current 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, spoke for his former padawan 
Oliviera.

“It is great to be here especially to 
spend some time with my good friend 
Jake Oliviera,” said Rodrigues. “It was 
a little over 15 years ago that I actually 
hired Jake for my of�ce because I realized 
at that time the amount of talent that this 
young young man had. He has since prov-
en himself to be someone I can rely on.”

Rodrigues said Oliviera cares about 
the issues going on in the district, and that 
he is a great spokesperson for the area at 
the State House.

“I can assure you that your issues, 
your voices, your concerns could not be 
better expressed by someone other than 
Jake Oliveira,” Rodrigues said. “It is so 
good to see so many friends here. Jake 
and I speak regularly all the time while 
sharing our commutes to the state house 
and I continue to support him.”

Oliveira appreciated the comments 
from Rodrigues, and recalled their time 
together many years ago.

“What he (Rodrigues) did not tell you 
is that 15 years ago, I was working on the 
State Rep’s campaign over near my alma 
mater of Framingham State, and we met 
at an event like this, a fundraiser,” Olivei-
ra said. “We had dinner afterwards and 
from then on, when Iw as looking for a 
job after the campaign ended, obviously 
he saw my last name, a Portuguese last 
name. What he didn’t tell you is that was 
the number one job requirement in his of-
�ce at that time. So, I think I had a little 
bit of an advantage working for him at 
that point in time.”

Oliveira asked the supporters in atten-
dance to vote for him again this year.

“I am again asking you humbly to if 
you have not already done so,” Oliveira 
said. “Sign my papers in the back of the 

room to get me on the ballot, and then 
in September for the Democratic prima-
ry, I’d appreciate your support and vote. 
Hopefully in November we are successful 
in continuing the work that we’ve started.”

Oliveira spoke about major wins he has 
been a part of; from legislature that made 
universal school lunch permanent for ev-
ery child attending K - 12 schools, con-
tinued efforts to help healthcare workers 
get the �nancial support they deserve, and 
seniors struggling to get the proper medi-
cation they need to function.

“But there is more work to be done,” 
Oliveira said. “We have a major econom-
ic development bill with projects here in 
Western Massachusetts that we need to 
continue to invest and build upon. To in-
vest in our gateway cities like Spring�eld 
or Chicopee and in Holyoke, but also mak-
ing sure that some of our smaller projects, 
that are in each one of our cities and towns, 
things like the Ludlow Mills, Belchertown 
State Schools, clean up for certain sites for 
the disastrous effects on climate change, 
we have an opportunity to invest in those 
programs now and at the same time make 
Massachusetts a much more affordable 
state to buy a house or place to live with 
our housing bill that we rewording on now.

The candidate expressed the impor-
tance of democracy and emphasized he 
needs his constituents to make it happen.

“Democracy is a two way street,” Ol-
iveira said. “Without you advocating to us, 
we do not know what to �ght for. We don’t 
have all the answers. It is about interaction 
and that is what I promise to do as a State 
Representative and that is what I promise 
to do as a State Senator, but I need your 
help sending me back there for another 
two years.”

The event was catered by Ludlow sta-
ple Villa Rose and the recently opened 
Brazilian restaurant, Monster’s Den.

Interested parties that were not able to 
attend but still wished to support the cam-
paign were suggested to consider making 
a virtual contribution through a secure 
email link Oliviera’s team provided.

The Jake Oliveira Re-Election Com-
mittee may be reached at PO Box 302 
Ludlow, MA or email committeetoelect-
jakeoliveira@gmail.com.

Oliveira fundraiser kickstarts re-election campaign

Two of Oliveira’s biggest supporters, his mother Carol, and sister Georgie, were all 
smiles at the re-election fundraiser.

Turley photos by Harrison Giza
Seen here: Oliveira bolstering support 
for his campaign by doing what he does 
best, speaking from his heart.

Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways 
& Means, Senator Michael. J Rodrigues, 
spoke for his longtime friend.

The event was packed with a diverse array of Ludlow residents, all feasting on cold 
booze and fresh hot food.

The Senator posing with his mother in front go the podium at the Gremio Lusitano Club.
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Small Grants Available to 
South Hadley Falls Businesses
Grants up to $10,000 now available!

Applications due: April 30th at 3 p.m.

The Town of South Hadley is offering grants 
to commercial businesses, nonpro�ts, and 

commercial property owners in South Hadley 
Falls for eligible storefront façade enhancements 

or other eligible business improvements.

Grant application and more information online here: 
https://www.southhadley.org/1299/

South-Hadley-Falls-Business-Improvement-

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Community Table:
Mon-Fri Served by 12:15 p.m. 

Breakfast-To-Go:
Mon- Fri Pick-up at Noon.

Breakfast Meals are intended to be warmed for the 
following day. Reserve meals by noon the day before. A 
suggested con�dential donation of $2.50 for guests 60+. 
Those under 60 are charged $6.50 per Federal Regula-
tions. The title III-C Meal Site program is provided by 
WMEC through funding from EOEA. For nutrition ques-
tions call WMEC 413-538-9020. x313

APRIL 2024

Wednesday, April 10 at 11 a.m.
Luncheon Outing to the Tigers’ Den

Tickets $12.00 pp. Limit of 24 must be reserved at the 
welcome desk. Join our own Chef Maggie for a wonder-
ful lunch at the SHHS and support our wonderful culi-
nary students.. Luncheon menu choices will be available 
when you purchase your tickets

Friday, April 19 at 8:30 a.m.
Gentlemen’s Breakfast (Free!)

Hosts - Steven Laplante
and Jameson Glanville

ERA M. Connie Laplante Real Estate

April Culinary Lessons
For those who have completed kitchen safety orienta-

tion Meatloaf (3-ways) Limit 30 cooks. Supply fee $10; 
Prep & Culinary Lesson:

Mon., April 22  2 p.m.
Final Firing & Meal:

Tuesday, April 23 2:00 p.m.
Traditional meatloaf, South African Boboti, and Ca-

jun Shepherds pie.

Tuesday, April 30 at 5:00 p.m.
All are welcome. Refreshments provided. An inter-

generational runway extravaganza of Sustainable Fash-
ion pieces crafted by South Hadley Senior Center mak-
ers, PVPA sustainable fashion 7th-8th grade students, and 
designers, Petula Bloom�eld and Aimee Charlesworth. 
Runway show at 5:00 p.m.

Live music by the fabulous Michael Wilbur, saxo-
phonist. Sign up to present your fashion or participate as 
a model for the show. In addition there will be items for 
sale at the event!

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
New! Ukelele Group Sessions

Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. Beginning April 2nd; Interme-
diate level group playing in a Round Robin setting.

New! Chair “Line” 
Dance with Jennifer Jones

Thursdays at 3:15
Beginning on April 4th

Join Line dance instructor Jennifer for a fun, ener-
getic exercise workout, choreographed to music for all 
levels and all abilities!

Senior Living Options Fair
Tuesday, April 9 3:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Come meet and ask questions of local Assisted Liv-
ing and Independent Living programs. All participants 
will be eligible for a raf�e.

Tech Help series with Sandy Cahillane:
Cutting the Cable: Pros and Cons

Part 1 April 4 and 
Part 2 April 11 at 1 p.m.

Join Technology Instructor Sandy Cahillane for this 
two part event: Part 1 will focus on deciding to remove 
your television cable subscription by exploring pros and 
cons of doing so. In Part 2, learn how to access your fa-
vorite channels and streaming apps, such as Net�ix, once 
you no longer subscribe to a cable television service.

Socials with MacDuf�e Students
Wed., April 10 and April 17 at 2  p.m.

The MacDuf�e students return for a rematch corn-
hole competition and join our dance club! Stop by and 
say hello!

Veterans Memorabilia
Poster Workshops

April 10 & 17 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
In May the South Hadley Senior Center will be dis-

playing Posters and Memorabilia of Veterans of all Mil-
itary Branches depicting their time in service. To partic-
ipate please contact Gene Maag, genemaag@yahoo.com 
or Kathy Florence at the Senior Center.

Celebrate National Library Week
with Staff from

The South Hadley Public Library
Thursday, April 11 from

11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Library staff will have information about upcoming 

library programs, home delivery service, recommended 
reading lists, library card registration, and more!

Holistic Health Series:
Astrology 101 with Ben Kibby

Tuesday, April 16 at 5 p.m.
Learn about the four major components that go into 

a reading (signs, planets, houses, and aspects), and begin 
using your chart as a map to an authentic and ful�lling 
life. Ben will provide you with the tools to interpret the 
various parts of your birth chart, which provides a sym-
bolic mirror of the contents, purpose, and destiny of your 
soul.

National Healthcare Decision Day
Tuesday, April 16 from

9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Karen Buscemi,PMH-NP will be here to talk with 

folks about advanced care planning. National Healthcare 
Decision Day is a day for patients or healthcare receivers 
to make known to health professionals the kind of ade-
quate care they wish to receive, and have those wishes 
respected and met.

Monthly Social Dance Club
with Richie Mitnick!

Wednesday, April 17 2 -4 p.m.
Cost $4.00

Richie plays all the songs you want to hear, and dance 
to! Two hours of great music to get you moving and feel-
ing great!

Monthly Birthday/Anniversary Party
Thursday April 18 at 2 p.m. FREE!

Join us as we celebrate our Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries for the month with refreshments and entertainment 
by

Frank Sinatra tribute. Sponsored by the
Friends of the South Hadley Seniors

Coffee & Conversation
Friday, April 19 at 11 a.m.

Join us as Assistant Town Administrator, Chuck 
Romboletti, discusses the Senior Tax Work Off Program.

Spring Fling Bingo
Tuesday April 23  at 1 p.m.

Join us for a free Bingo with special Spring themed 
prizes and gift cards! Sponsored by the Friends of the 
South Hadley Seniors.

TRIAD’S Sand for Seniors
Container Pick up

Pick Ups will begin o
April 30 at 10 a.m.

Sand will be picked up by the SHFD 1 & 2 through 
out the day. Please call Sandy at the Senior Center if your 
sand was not picked up.

2024 Summer Senior Farm Share
Application Deadline is June 1st

The South Hadley Senior Center is offering farm 
shares through Community Involved in Sustaining Ag-
riculture (CISA). The cost is a one-time payment of 
$10.00 for the opportunity to have fresh vegetables over 
a 10-week period. Once again, we are excited to partner 
with Dave’s Natural Garden in Granby!

Applications will be collected during the months 
of April and May. Weekly delivery to the Senior Cen-
ter from the farm will begin in mid July. Applications 
are available at the Senior Center or by emailing Ann 
at aandras@southhadleyma.gov. On June 1, thirty (30) 
names will be randomly drawn and those applicants will 
be noti�ed. You must be 60 years or older to qualify. In 
addition, you must be able to answer yes to one of the 
four criteria:

• I receive SNAP bene�ts (Food Stamps), Medicaid, 
SSI, AFDC, or Veterans Aid bene�ts.

• I participate in the Food Bank’s Brown Bag Pro-
gram.

• I live alone and my income is below $29,160; or
• The total income of my household is below $39,440 

(only one share per household please).

TRAVEL CLUB
Wed. 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

& Thurs. 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Susan: 413-536-2106 

Huguette: 413-530-6162.
April 17, 2024: American Country Classics with 

Dee Riley & her Band / Log Cabin, Holyoke, MA. / 
Self- Drive Package Includes: Luncheon and Entertain-
ment. Cost $90. Call Huguette

May 14, 2024: (SOLD OUT / WAIT LIST). Aqua 
Turf Club, Plantsville, CT – Neil Diamond – SWEET 
CAROLINE. Join us for a fun afternoon with great 
music and friends. Cost $130 – Call Susan

June 13, 2024: Newport Playhouse and Cabaret, 
Newport, RI. “Cemetery Club”. A comedy where three 
Jewish widows meet once a month for tea before going 
to visit their husbands’ graves. Enjoy this unique Dinner 
Theater experience. Cost $145. Call Huguette

South Hadley Council on Aging
45 Dayton Street, South Hadley • 413-538-5030 • www.southhadley.org/324/Council-on-Aging

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Please see SENIORS, page7
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Obituary

Brought 
to You by...

FRIDAYBrought 

FFFlashback

April 3, 2020

CALL TODAY! 
Bobbi 413-467-2596
www.ascc.comcastbiz.net

Alphabet Soup 
Childcare Center

166 West State Street 
(Rt. 202) Granby

Alphabet Soup Preschool. 
Plus of Granby

55 Taylor Street, Granby

Alphabet Soup Preschool. 
Plus of South Hadley

5 Ferry Street, South Hadley

Alphabet Soup
T H R E E L O C A T I O N S

Offering Infant to School Age 
Care & Summer Programs

TEACHER PARADE AN 
UNEXPECTED HIT 
A parade of teachers 
from the South Hadley 
School district drove 
around town to greet 
students during COVID 
remote learning. At the 
tail end of the parade, 
was Pat Lemieux, 
the high school vice 
principal with the 
ceramic tiger which 
is usually located in 
front of the high school 
displayed in his flatbed 
truck for the parade. 

  1. A minute amount 
(British)

  5. Mystical or 
magical

 11. Shortening
 14. More satisfying
 15. Other side
 18. Philippine island
 19. More unnatural
 21. Mutual savings 

bank
 23. Famed designer 

Chanel
 24. Makes less wild
 28. At some prior 

time
 29. The cops who 

investigate the 
cops

 30. Immune system 
response

 32. Distress signal
 33. Engine additive
 35. “No Scrubs” trio
 36. Very fast 

airplane
 39. A reward 

(archaic)
 41. Commercial
 42. Spots where 

golfers start
 44. Polite form of 

address (Indian)
 46. French river
 47. Reduce the light
 49. Blood-sucking 

fly
 52. A way to 

categorize
 56. Procrastinates
 58. Tall slender 

tower
 60. Where 

researchers work
 62. Office of the 

Pope
 63. Office furnishing

CLUES DOWN
  1. Possesses
  2. American Board 

of Orthopedic 
Surgery

  3. Ancient Syrian 

city
  4. Clip
  5. In a way, misleads
  6. Human gene
  7. The Golden State 

(abbr.)
  8. Lizard genus
  9. Parasites that 

invade the skin
 10. Took apart
 12. Mild yellow 

Dutch cheese
 13. S. California town
 16. Suffix plural
 17. Painting 

technique
 20. Small Eurasian 

deer
 22. Mr. T character
 25. Microsoft
 26. Shock therapy
 27. Able to be sold
 29. A doctrine
 31. These three 

follow A
 34. Pulse
 36. Quantitative fact

 37. Doctor __: 
children’s book 
author

 38. Hebrew calendar 
month

 40. Designated hitter
 43. Norther Poland 

village
 45. A passport is one 

form
 48. Hand (Spanish)
 50. Hit with the open 

hand
 51. Actor Idris
 53. Shakespeare’s 

nickname “The 
__”

 54. Northern U.S. 
lake

 55. Marvin and 
Horsley are two

 57. Soak
 58. Partner to cheese
 59. Expression of 

disappointment
 61. College dorm 

employee

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certi�cate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Town Reminder

Tracy Marie Mascaro
Tracy Marie Mascaro, 

51, Johnstown, passed away 
March 28, 2024. Born July 31, 
1972, to Stanley and Barbara 
(Tracy) Palmer. She is preced-
ed in death by her mother, Bar-
bara Palmer; sister, Kimberly 
Pontz.

Tracy is survived by chil-
dren, Stacy Comeau, James 
Seymour and Kacy Mascaro; 
father, Stanley Palmer. Tracy was a member of the Army 
National Guard, and a loving mother to her children. 
She enjoyed spending her time with her children and 
family. Family will receive friends April 4 from 2 p.m. 
until the time of memorial service at 3 p.m. at Hindman 
Funeral Homes & Crematory Inc., 146 Chandler Ave. 
Johnstown, PA. Pastor John Mondirin will be of�ciating 
the service. Arrangements in care of Hindman Funeral 
Homes & Crematory, Inc., Condolences may be made at 
HindmanFuneralHomes.com

DEATH NOTICE

Tracy Marie Mascaro
Died March 28, 2024
Services April 4, 2024
Hindman Funeral Homes

July 16, 2024: Friesians of Majesty - Townshend, 
VT & Cathedral of the Pines – Rindge, NH. Equestrian 
performance & guided tour. Includes: transportation, 
show, tour and luncheon. Cost $145. – Call Susan

July 26 – August 4, 2024: NCL – Bermuda Cruise 
from NY Pier. For all inquiries on this cruise call The 
Ship Shop @ 1-800-243-1630 or Huguette

August 18 to 21, 2024: The Fabulous Finger Lakes 
& 1000 Islands, NY. This 4 day / 3 night / 9 meal 
getaway is packed with lots of fun and adventure. We’ll 
be staying one night in Geneva, NY and two nights in 
Alexandria Bay, NY. Cost $1,275. pp (double occupan-
cy); $1,599. (single); $1,175.pp (triple). Call Susan

September 6, 2024: CT River Quest Cruise, Gris-
wold Inn & Florence Griswold Museum. Cost: $153. 
Call Huguette

October 9, 2024: Boston Duck Boat Tour/Water-
front dinning at Venezia’s & Winery. Cost $150. Call 
Susan

November 7, 2024: Salem Cross Inn, Quabbin Tour 
& Entertainment. Cost $125. Call Huguette

December 11, 2024: Aqua Turf, Plantsville, CT – 
With Buddy Holly & Elvis. Cost $135. – Call Susan

SENIORS from page 6

SOUTH HADLEY— South Hadley 
senior center, 45 Dayton St., events for 
the week of April 8 through April 12. 
It’s National Volunteer Month at the Se-
nior Center – check out the Facebook 
page daily to see whom we’re highlight-
ing. Thank you to the wonderful volun-
teers. For more information or ques-
tions please call 412-538-5030. The 
Senior Center will be closed, Monday, 
April 15 in recognition of Patriot’s Day.

Tuesday, April 9
10 a.m. - Low Vision Group – 
Any senior who has received a med-

ical diagnosis of legal blindness, visual 
impairment or low vision can join.

11 a.m. - Of�ce Hours for Rep Car-
ey and Sen Oliviera

11:30 a.m. - Big Y shopping – call 
and schedule a ride.

12:30 p.m. - BINGO Time Change
12:30 p.m. - Diamond Art class
Laura Dubreuil leads this group. 

Choose from many different projects to 
make with bling.

From 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. – Senior Liv-
ing Options Health Fair.  

Come meet and ask questions of 
local Assisted and Independent Living 
programs.  All participants will be eligi-
ble for a raf�e.

4 p.m. - Ukulele Group is back.
Intermediate level group playing a 

Round Robin setting.

Wednesday, April 10
9 a.m. - Veterans’ Social Hour
2 p.m. – MacDuf�e School Social
The MacDuf�e students return for a 

rematch cornhole competition. 

Thursday, April 11
No Healthy Bones Today
11 a.m. - Pet Therapy – Hello Riley!
11 a.m. - South Hadley Library
Library staff will have informa-

tion about upcoming library programs, 
home delivery service, recommended 
reading lists, library card registration 
and more. It’s National Library week.

1 p.m. - Tech Help Series Part 1
Join Technology Instructor Sandy 

Cahillane for this two-part event. Part 1 
will focus on deciding to remove your 
television cable subscription by explor-
ing the pros and cons of doing so.

1 p.m. - Public Health Nurse
Marge Bernard, RN will be here 1 

to 3 p.m.
2 p.m. – Community Companion 

Outing
We will be visiting with our com-

munity friends at Hubert Place. Stop by 
for refreshments & friendship. Contact 
Kathy if you want to become a volun-
teer. k�orence@southhadleyma.gov.  
Refreshments sponsored by the Friends 
of the South Hadley Seniors.

3:15 p.m. - Chair Line Dancing, 
Join Line Dance instructor Jennifer for 
a fun, energetic exercise workout, cho-
reographed to music for all levels and 
all abilities.

Friday, April 12
1 p.m. - Board and Brush
Tickets at $25 and must be pur-

chased at the COA. Limit 20.  Choose 
from 4 different Spring themed sin-
gle board signs, your stain and then 
put the stencil on and paint them with 
help from the South Hadley Board and 
Brush staff.

South Hadly Senior Center events

Seniors
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• All leftovers must go - No hidden fees
• All new 2022s are less than invoice
• Great Deals on all 2024 trailers
• Family Owned & Operated for 60 Years
• Open House Discounts on parts & accessories
• Saturdays - April 6 & 13 - 8am to 5pm
• Sundays - April 7 & 14 - 10am to 5pm
• Daily Door Prizes
• Flippin’ The Bird BBQ Food Truck

Breakfast & Lunch Saturdays April 6 & 13
Lunch Sundays April 7 and 14

• The deals continue
from April 6 through April 14 - 
Monday-Saturday 8am to 5pm

MANNS RV - OPEN HOUSE!
52 Barre Paxton Road, Rutland, MA • mannsrv.com • 508-886-4745 (voice or text)

BUY NOW 
TO ENJOY

THIS 
SUMMER!

APRIL 6 & 7
APRIL 13 & 14

FLIPPIN’ 
THE BIRD 
BBQ FOOD 

TRUCK SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

made with the needs of students 
front of mind, and were not made 
solely for �scal reasons.

The staf�ng decision that 
seemed to draw the most atten-
tion from members of the public 
was the proposal to eliminate 
29.8 full-time equivalent para-
professional support staff from 
across the district. 

Throughout the meeting, Mc-
Laughlin explained that this re-
duction in paraprofessional staff 
was meant to be part of a larg-
er restructuring of the district’s 
delivery of service. Though he 
did not detail the nature of this 
reorganization in depth, he did 
suggest that identifying alterna-
tive solutions over immediately 
referring students for special ed-
ucation at the �rst signs of dif�-
culty would be a key component.

In response to an early ques-
tion, McLaughlin said, “The way 
that we’re trying to reorganize 
our school district is, like I’ve 
been trying to say, a re�ection 
of the fact that we are thinking 
differently now.”

Referring directly to the cuts 
to paraprofessional staff, Mc-
Laughlin continued, “We needed 
them, perhaps, before; we are 
saying that things have changed, 
the way we teach is changing, 
and those changes are requiring 
less of that support.”

Later in the meeting, he gave 
a more speci�c example of what 
this restructuring would look 
like. 

He explained that, for a 
considerable amount of time, 
schools across the country had 
been utilizing a reading educa-

tion model known as “Balanced 
Literacy,” which he said was 
a widely popular concept that 
came to be found as lacking in 
the way that students were edu-
cated, leading to students with 
reading de�ciencies. 

“The tendency has been to 
refer a student – again, not just 
in South Hadley – but refer a stu-
dent for an evaluation, because 
there seems to be a reading de�-
cit,” he said. “The question then 
becomes, is it a reading de�cit 
inherent with the child, or does 
it appear to be a reading de�cit 
based upon the curriculum that 
was provided to the child? That’s 
where the question comes.”

He went on to say, “What 
we’re trying to do is try to ad-
vance our thinking about ser-
vice delivery and curriculum…
and then employ more re-
search-based methods in teach-
ing students at the classroom 
level, and thereby maybe dimin-
ishing the need for special ed 
services and supports.”

However, members of the 
public did not always seem en-
tirely supportive of this restruc-
turing during the hearing. Amy 
Foley, a longtime educator in 
the district and president of the 
South Hadley Education Asso-
ciation, the district’s teachers’ 
union, made clear her concerns 
about the proposed staff reduc-
tions to McLaughlin and the 
School Committee.

“Over the last three days, I 
have been part of a process that 
I have never experienced before 
in my career,” she said. “And that 
was sitting in on meetings for 29 
staff members in the district re-
ceiving the notice that they were 

going to be laid off.”
She went on to explain that 

“many of these layoffs are fo-
cused in special education,” 
and detailed why she felt these 
reductions were not optimal for 
South Hadley.

“In special education, when 
we are providing services, the 
services we provide our students 
need to be based on our stu-
dents’ needs,” Foley said. “I feel 
as though some of the decisions 
we are making are based on the 
district’s needs.”

“How are these cuts to the 
paraprofessionals, the special 
education paraprofessionals, 
across the district going to af-
fect our compliance with IEPs, 
which are legal documents we 
have to make sure we’re comply-
ing with?” she asked, referring 
to the federally-mandated Indi-
vidualized Education Program 
documents that are written for 
every child in a special education 
program.

Foley also expressed discon-
tent with the proposal to entirely 

remove general education para-
professionals from kindergarten 
classes at Plains Elementary 
School, a line-item reduction of 
roughly $160,000 in the present-
ed budget.

“If you’ve ever been the par-
ent of a 5-year-old, you know 
what their attention span is,” she 
said. Referring to her own ex-
perience parenting children, she 
added, “I knew what it was like 
to get them to attend to some-
thing for any amount of time. I 
couldn’t imagine having to do 
that alone in a classroom with 
twenty 5-year-olds.”

Additionally, longtime pub-
lic servant Ira Brezinsky voiced 
concerns regarding enrollment 
trends in the district, and the 
growing de�cit between reve-
nues from students coming into 
the district via school choice and 
expenses for local students leav-
ing the district via school choice.

“Every family and every stu-
dent has the right to make choic-
es that are proper for them,” 
Brezinsky said. “And I think it’s 
long past time for all of us to 
�gure out once and for all what 
the values of our community are, 
what the values of our school 
system are, and how do we keep 
South Hadley students, South 
Hadley residents, being educat-
ed in our schools, and what do 
we need to do to attract other stu-
dents to come.”

He also cited the town’s music 
programs as an area of concern 
that he felt could signi�cantly 
bolster both student interest and 
productivity if properly invested 
in. He expressed dismay that the 
district’s music programs had, 
in his view, not received the at-

tention and resources promised 
previously.

Members of the School Com-
mittee were largely supportive of 
the proposed budget.

Danielle Cooke expressed 
her happiness that the district 
would be adding support staff 
separate from paraprofessionals 
that would help to bring consis-
tency and oversight in managing 
special education cases. She also 
praised McLaughlin and Voyik 
for the work they put in to pre-
paring this budget.

“A lot of the job description 
for our position here puts a lot 
of trust and faith into the admin-
istration that they’ve done their 
research and are con�dent in the 
things that they propose to us,” 
she said. “I have been impressed 
with the efforts that you’ve put 
forth to us thus far, and I think 
you’ve proven a nice track re-
cord of the results that you’re 
anticipating actually playing out, 
and we’ve seen a lot of improve-
ments because of the initiatives 
that you’ve taken.”

“So I thank you for, while 
this is incredibly dif�cult, try-
ing to think creatively and solve 
some problems.”

The School Committee’s ac-
ceptance of the superintendent’s 
$25.5 million budget prepares 
it for consideration at the annu-
al town meeting, which will be 
held in May. 

Town Administrator Lisa 
Wong will be holding budget 
drop-in hours on Tuesday, April 
16 at the Senior Center from 5 
p.m. until the start of the Select-
board meeting.

BUDGET from page 1 “In special education, 
when we are pro-
viding services, the 
services we provide 
our students need 
to be based on our 
students’ needs.”

AMY FOLEY, 
President of the South Hadley 
Education Association

BELCHERTOWN – The Department 
of Conservation and Recreation’s Les and 
Terry Campbell Quabbin Visitor Center 
will offer several free programs in April 
and May. 

The Quabbin Interpretive Services pro-
gram operates the Les and Terry Campbell 
Quabbin Visitor Center, offering public 
and school education programs, teach-
er workshops, and general information 
about DCR’s water supply resources and 
watershed management, the history of the 
Quabbin Valley and wildlife of the area. 

Staff members are available to assist 
with visitor information and services. An 
automated telephone system, 413-323-
7221, provides 24 hour access to current 
information on �shing, hunting, programs, 

rules and regulations, and public access. 
All ages are welcome to these events. 

Email QuabbinVisitor.Center@mass.gov 
with questions or to be added to the mail-
ing list

Please dress appropriately for the 
weather and bring water and snacks. Dogs 
are not allowed anywhere on the Quabbin 
Watershed. 

Space is limited.
To register for any of these events, visit 

www.mass.gov/locations/quabbin-reser-
voir/events.

Exploring the Ware River Watershed
On Saturday, April 13 from 11 a.m.-1 

p.m., explore the Ware River Watershed 
with a moderate 4.4 mile looped group 

hike near Muddy Pond.
Meet at the Ware River Watershed, 

Route 122 rest area parking lot in Oakham. 
The rest area is in the shape of a banana 
with grass and picnic tables.

(https://maps.app.goo.gl/jWsgofmrd-
6NDyGzB6)

The route climbs/descends roughly 
140 feet in elevation. The foot path hikers 
will travel on is non-technical. 

The last mile of the hike is on a scenic 
section of the Mass Central Rail Trail. The 
hike begins/ends north of Muddy Pond. 

Visit the following website for addi-
tional information on the route: https://
www.trailforks.com/route/4mi-loop-near-
muddy-pond-from-rest-area/. 

Register here: https://app.smart-

sheet.com/b/form/ab0e732a488d4df-
da9847662dfe78286. 

Exploring Quabbin Park
On Saturday, May 11 from 11 a.m.-1 

p.m., exploring Quabbin Park via the Tow-
er Trail and Webster Road Trail at Quab-
bin Reservoir, 100 Winsor Dam Road, 
Belchertown.

The hike will begin at the Tower Trail 
parking area which is located just inside 
the Middle Gate off Route 9 in Belcher-
town. 

(https://maps.app.goo.gl/KeEppMJm-
KDSjjMFz8)

Quabbin Visitor Center lists free upcoming events

Please see QUABBIN, page 9
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919 Meadow St., Chicopee
200 St. James Ave., Chicopee
410 Cooley St., Springfield

Under New Ownership
Local Family Business

RTNC
AUTOWASH

“Come shine with us”

HOLISTIC HEALTH SERIES: 
ASTROLOGY 101 WITH BEN KIBBY
TUESDAY, APRIL 16TH AT 5:00 P.M.

Learn about the four major components that go
into a reading (signs, planets, houses, and

aspects), and begin using your chart as a map to
an authentic and fulfilling life. Ben will provide

you with the tools to interpret the various parts of
your birth chart, which provides a symbolic mirror
of the contents, purpose, and destiny of your soul.

MONDAY- FRIDAY  8:00 AM- 4:30 PM 
TUESDAYS UNTIL 7:00 PM  413-538-5030 X3 
45 DAYTON STREET, SOUTH HADLEY 01075

SOUTH HADLEY COUNCIL ON AGING
YOUR VIBRANT CENTERYOUR VIBRANT CENTER

CALL TO REGISTER FOR THIS AMAZING PROGRAM.

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-�e-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

spire them to achieve common goals. His 
example can serve us well today.

Online Author Programs 
From Murder to Atonement-Confront-

ing My Son’s Killer with Diane Foley & 
Colum McCann. McCann, author of the 
award-winning and bestselling books 
Apeirogon, Let the Great World Spin, and 
Transatlantic. Tuesday, April 9 at 2 p.m.

A Literary Examination of Power, 
Love, and Art  with Xochitl Gonzalez. 
New York Times bestselling author of 
Olga Dies Dreaming and Anita de Mon-
te Laughs Last. Wednesday, April 17 at 8 
p.m.

Teen Programs at SHPL
We continue our regular monthly pro-

grams with Crafternoon, Snackternoon 
and Xbox1.  Crafternoon on Thursday, 
April 11, at 4 p.m. will feature Para-
cord and our Snackternoon on Thursday, 

April 25 at 4 p.m. will feature Dirt Cups. 
Thank you to the Friends of the South 
Hadley Public Library for sponsoring our 
Teen Snackternoon. We have brand new 
games for this month’s Xbox1 sessions 
on Tuesdays, April 2 and April 16 at 3:30 
p.m. Reach out to Bethany through email 
broberts@cwmars.org or by calling the li-
brary. See the Teen Room door for more 
information. We will end the month with 
our Evening Craft making DIY Lip Balm 
on Tuesday, April 30 at 6:30 p.m.. This 
program takes place regularly on the last 
Tuesday of the month.

During School Vacation 
Week we have two exciting programs. 

We will be making Photo Collages with 
printed pictures on Wednesday, April 17 
at 4 p.m. and Dragon Eggs on Thursday, 
April 18 at 3:30 p.m.

Our Teen Takeaway craft this month 
is Friendship Bracelets! See Bethany for 
more details or to sign up for this terri�c 
(and free) program.

Children’s Programs at SHPL
April is National Poetry Month and 

we should soon be seeing spring �owers 
to go along with that �owery language. 
All of our regular programs continue in 
April: Build with Lego, Read to a Dog, 
Pajama Storytime on Monday April 29, 
Rhyme Time, Comics Club, Playgroup, 
Board Games, and Story Time. And of 
course, we have lots of extras for April 
vacation week: Special musical guest Mi-
chelle Kostek at Rhyme Time on Tuesday, 
April 16 at 10:30 a.m.; Build with Lego 
on Tuesday, April 16 from 2:30 to 4:30 
p.m.; Toddler Dance Party on Wednesday, 
April 17 at 10:30 a.m.; Board Games on 
Wednesday, April 17 from 3 to 5 p.m.; 
Story Time on Thursday. April 18 at 10:30 
a.m.; Outdoor Games -or- Indoor Movie 
(depending on weather), Thursday, April 
18 at 2:30 p.m.; Spring�eld Symphony 
Orchestra’s Instrument Petting Zoo, Fri-
day, April 19 at 10:30 a.m.*; Ed the Wiz-
ard’s Alchemy Laboratory, Friday, April 
19 at 3 p.m.*

*Events marked with an asterisk re-
quire registration.

A few other special events in April: Ed 
Pop’s magic show for kids on Wednes-
day, April 10 at 10:30 a.m. (thanks to the 
South Hadley Family Center), and Brie’s 
Storytime and Balloon Twisting on Satur-
day, April 27 at 10:30 a.m. (registration 
required).

Knitters, embroiderers and other craft-
ers are invited to bring their handwork to 
the rotunda for Not Just Knitters from 3 to 
5 p.m. on April 12 and  April 26. For teens, 
Creative Writing Hour will be focusing on 
poetry April 4 at 4 p.m. For kids, we have 
our usual story times, LEGO club, and 
drop-in crafts and two special Saturday 
family fun events:

Family Playtime with Trains, Tracks, 
and Trucks on Saturday, April 6 at 10:30 
a.m.

Family Board Games and Puzzles on 
Saturday, April 20 at 10:15 a.m.

Please note that SHPL will be closed 
on Monday, April 15 for Patriots’ Day.

EVENTS from page 3

Participants will hike up to the Obser-
vation Tower and take in the scenic view. 
The tower is currently closed inde�nitely 
for repairs, so people won’t be able to go 
inside.  

Hikers will then utilize a connector 
trail down to Webster Road, and then loop 
back to where they began. The trail to the 
tower gains 475 feet of elevation.

Register here: https://app.smartsheet.
com/b/form/ce6482dfca1943e78057b9bf-
42c06a5c,

Quabbin’s Hidden History
On Sunday, May 12 from 11 a.m.-1 

p.m. learn about Quabbin’ s Hidden His-
tory: Webster Road on this approximately 
.5 mile easy hike.

Meet at the Hank’s Meadow parking 
lot.  

(https://goo.gl/maps/4RiEq17PC-
NEf6s9E7) 

Quabbin’s ghost towns are hiding in 
plain sight - if you know where to look. 
This two-hour guided interpretive walk 
will teach you how to read the natural 
landscape as you uncover clues that reveal 
the hidden history of Webster Road. 

Explore old cellar holes and historic 
stone walls, get to know some native and 
invasive plants, and learn more about the 
families who lived in the town of En�eld a 
hundred years ago. 

Register here: https://app.smart-
s h e e t . c o m / b / f o r m / 8 f a 0 a 8 8 1 5 f d -
1474c801926220047b22f. 

Memorial Day at Quabbin Park Cem-
etery

On Sunday, May 26 from 11 a.m.-
noon, a Memorial Day Commemoration 
will be held at Quabbin Park Cemetery.

Refreshments will be offered at 10 

a.m. and the parade and services begin at 
11 a.m. No registration required.

In 1868, Major General John A. Logan, 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, named May 30 as 
a special day for honoring the soldiers that 
had died in the Civil War. Like commu-
nities across the United States, the towns 
of the Swift River Valley commemorated 
their war dead each year on Memorial Day 
until the towns’ demise in 1938. 

Since 1947, Quabbin Park Cemetery 
has been the center of Memorial Day ser-
vices for the four towns. Please join the 
Friends of Quabbin, the Swift River His-
torical Society, the Veterans Council of 
Belchertown, Chauncey D. Walker Post 
#239, American Legion and the staff of 
the DCR Quabbin Reservoir for our annu-
al Memorial Day Service at Quabbin Park 
Cemetery.

The public is welcome but please, no 

dogs.
(https://goo.gl/maps/tDuKU2VLjxn-

hVbdc8) 

Quabbin Park Cemetery tour
Following Memorial Day events on 

Sunday, May 26 from 2-3 p.m. take an 
easy walking tour of Quabbin Park Ceme-
tery. The walk is on uneven ground

(https://maps.app.goo.gl/rv4tzdEPrro-
ba1jV9)

After they Memorial Day remem-
brance ceremony, join DCR staff for a 
cemetery tour focused on the stories of 
some of the Valley residents that served 
and lost their lives in service to the Unit-
ed States. The tour will begin at the town 
monuments. 

Register here: https://app.smartsheet.
com/b/form/31306340e82941628d5e7fb-
1bee3b017.  

QUABBIN from page 8

SPRINGFIELD - The Baystate Health 
Board of Trustees today an-
nounced it has appointed 
Peter D. Banko as Baystate 
Health’s new president and 
chief executive of�cer. He 
succeeds Dr. Mark Keroack, 
who previously announced 
his plans to retire after serv-
ing as the system’s leader for 
10 years.

A transformational exec-
utive experienced in leading 
multi-faceted health systems 
in markets throughout the 
country, Banko was chosen 
after an extensive national 
search by the Board of Trust-
ees. Banko will of�cially join Baystate 
Health the beginning of June 2024.

Banko most recently served as presi-
dent and CEO of Centura Health, in Cen-

tennial, Colo., which was a part of the 
national system Common-
Spirit Health. The $3.8 billion 
hospital and health services 
system comprised more than 
20 owned and af�liated ter-
tiary and rural hospitals, an 
extensive network of physi-
cian partners, and numerous 
community-based services 
and clinics across Colorado, 
Kansas, and Utah.

“Among a slate of 
high-quali�ed candidates, 
Peter stood out for both his 
commitment to our commu-
nity-based healthcare mission 
and decades of experience 

leading complex health systems in diverse 
and competitive markets. He offers a prov-
en track record of strengthening programs 
and services, growing revenue and market 

share, improving operations and operat-
ing discipline, and serving as a workforce 
champion,” said Harriet A. DeVerry, chair, 
Baystate Health Board of Trustees. “We 
look forward to him joining the organiza-
tion.”

“Baystate Health has a stellar reputa-
tion around the country, and I greatly ap-
preciate the immense responsibility that 
comes with joining such a truly mission- 
and values-driven team,” said Banko. “I 
am beyond excited to embark on an ex-
citing new era of healthy growth with my 
fellow 13,000 caregivers – in care for our 
patients, in community, in business, and in 
spirit. The possibilities for us together are 
endless in rede�ning health and health care 
in western Massachusetts and beyond.”

Banko, a native of New Jersey, started 
his calling in healthcare as a junior volun-

Banko to succeed Dr. Mark Keroack; brings 
national experience as president and CEO

Peter D. Banko 
President and CEO, 
Baystate Hospital

Button show 
April 13

THREE RIVERS— Massachu-
setts State Button Society spring 
meeting will be hosted by the Monson 
Button Club on Saturday, April 13, at 
the Amvets Post 74 on Main St., from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The public is invited to attend the 
day’s activities and to purchase but-
tons and button related items from 9 
a.m. to noon and from 1:30 to 3 p.m. 
There will be no button sales during 
the break from noon to 1:30 p.m. as 
lunch, a business meeting, and auction 
will take place.

Morning visitors will be treated 
to coffee and refreshments provided 
by the hosting club; bring your own 
brown bag lunch, and dessert will be 
provided. There is no admission fee, 
and all are welcome.

Please see BAYSTATE, page11
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KIDS
N RIGS

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
town put together a fun event 
for the community and its 
families for kids to enjoy ex-
ploring trucks of all kinds. 

There were �retrucks and 
police cruisers, construc-
tion vehicles, tow trucks, 
18-wheelers, and even a 
racecar for kids to sit in the 
driver’s seat of and honk the 
horns.

David Isakson, who put 
together the event, said, “I 
wanted to create a fun event 
for the community to enjoy. 
it’s all about giving back to 
the kids.”

The event featured 15 
businesses who brought 
trucks, cars, construction 
vehicles, trash trucks, and 
more. DJ Kush donated his 
time to provide fun music for 
the event.

Hampshire Towing also 
hosted a food drive for the 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors Food Pantry. Sign Dy-
namics created and donated 
parking signs for the event.

The event was truly one to 
remember as families and lo-
cal businesses came together 
for a day of fun.

Community 
brings trucks 
and fun for 
all ages

Two friends pose for a fun picture as a fireman and police officer.Hunter and Harper with their mom Andrea and grandmother 
Darlene with the firetruck.

Captain Jay Houle giving out hats and more to junior 
firefighters.

Jameson and his mom, Nina, having fun honking the 
siren in the police cruiser.

Owen getting ready to drive the big bulldozer. Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
Kim Myers giving the Easter Bunny a great big hug.

Aubrey and her 
mom, Jesse, 

driving the tow 
truck.



TOWN Reminder Page 11April 5, 2024

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS .

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 4/4/24-4/11/24

$179

lb
USDA INSP. 
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS.....$249

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

BABY BACK RIBS 
in BBQ SAUCE ...............................

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

SNOW CRAB 
CLUSTER.........................................

69¢
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
SAHN’S OFF THE BONE HAM$299

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

$399

SOUP’S ON!

$349

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET.......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF TRIPE ............................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
GOAT MEAT ............................$699

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

CHICKEN BREAST 
w/ BROCCOLI & CHEESE............ lb

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
lb

BEEF T’BONE
PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$699

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG

$888
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHORT RIBS ........................

$899
lb

Tuesday Night
6:30pm

Pitch Night
Wednesday Night

5-7pm

Smoked BBQ 
Dinner

Friday Night
7:30pm

Trivia Night
$5 per person.

Winner takes all!

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Obama in 2012, and later of�cially estab-
lished when signed into law by President 
Donald Trump in 2017.

South Hadley American Legion Post 
260 Commander Brian Willette was 
proud to point out that the day has been 
observed annually in town since being 
formalized in 2017, apart from unavoid-
able disruptions caused by the COVID 
pandemic. He also highlighted just how 
important this day was, both for him per-
sonally and for the nation as a whole.

“For people of my generation, the 
Vietnam veterans had a very profound ef-
fect,” he said. “First of all, as a little kid, I 
wanted to be you. I idolized your service.”

This reverence only continued when 
Willette did join the military, saying, 
“When I entered the service in 1983, all 
of our sergeants were Vietnam veterans.” 
He said that these individuals passed on 
invaluable lessons: “They taught us a lot 
about life. They taught us how to soldier, 
�rst of all, and a little bit about life.”

But above all of this, they taught Wil-
lette and the whole country how to wel-
come soldiers home. “More importantly, 
it’s what they did after that service,” said 
Willette. “Welcoming home our genera-
tion from war.” 

He explained that these Vietnam vet-
erans made sure that no future veterans 
would receive the sort of response they 
did when they had returned home them-
selves. 

“That generation, the Vietnam veter-
ans, vowed to never let another generation 
of veterans return from combat to the lack 
of homecoming that they received,” Wil-
lette said. “They vowed that would never 
happen to another generation of veterans. 
And they led that way.”

He shared that Vietnam veterans local-
ly had been part of this effort by welcom-
ing returning service members at Westo-
ver Air Reserve Base, saying they had 
started this practice in 1991 in the after-
math of Operation Desert Storm. Willette 
shared that he himself received a similar 
welcome upon his own return from de-
ployment in Afghanistan. 

He went on to detail the further work 
done by Vietnam veterans to support 
future generations of veterans. “They 
carved out the modern VA system,” he 
said. “By trial and error – they’ll tell you 
mostly error – they made the VA what it 
is today.”

He added, “Our generation is bene�-
ciaries of it all, of your hard work. You 

were our heroes then, and you are my he-
roes now.”

Included as part of the ceremony was 
the dedication of two new Purple Heart 
Town signs, with one each being set aside 
for South Hadley and Granby to replace 
previous signs that had been damaged or 
went missing. South Hadley’s sign honors 
town native Corporal Robert J. “Bobby” 
Sowinski, killed in action in Vietnam in 

1968, while Granby’s sign is dedicated to 
Lenny Desrochers, who was wounded in 
action in Vietnam.

Sowinski’s cousin Susan Opalenik 
was present for the ceremony, and gave 
a deeply moving tribute in honor of the 
fallen soldier. “I remember sitting in my 
class in junior high school and seeing the 
�ag at half-mast, knowing it was for my 
cousin,” she shared at one point.

“War is such a horrible thing that takes 
so many lives,” Opalenik said. “We must 
never forget those who have lost their 
lives, and honor our veterans and those 
who are currently serving our country.”

Lenny Desrochers was present at the 
ceremony, and shared a few words of 
his own. “I served with the 1st Marine 
Division, 1st Battalion, 5th Regiment, 
Delta Company,” he said. “Lost a lot of 
guys there. Those are the ones that real-
ly should be honored, the ones that got 
the Purple Heart and never got to come 
home.”

He also was able to deftly introduce a 
welcome levity to the otherwise solemn 
occasion. “This is the second sign that 
I got, and I told you that I got wounded 
three times,” Desrochers said, to an erup-
tion of laughter from the crowd.

State Sen. Jake Oliveira also had the 
opportunity to speak at the event. “It’s an 
honor to be here today just to pay tribute 
to those who served in Vietnam,” he said. 

“We call attention to a war that some 
had a storied past with, and my generation 

learned from signi�cantly,” Oliveira said. 
“I think what my generation learned from 
the Vietnam generation is that, you can 
disagree with the politics of the war while 
still supporting the troops.”

Time was also set aside during the 
event to recognize Mike Slater, a veteran 
who has served as the town’s Director of 
Veterans Services in recent years but who 
will be moving on to a new position serv-
ing veterans across the region.

“He’s really made a difference in this 
town,” Willette said of Slater. “He’s con-
nected so many dots in the community.”

Slater echoed the common theme of 
the whole event, that it was the Vietnam 
veterans who deserved the appreciation. 

“For me, coming back in the airport, 
when we would get off of the plane, we 
would look down from the concourse, and 
those would be the guys that would stand 
up,” he said. “They would see us coming 
and they would stand up, and they made 
sure that we came home better than they 
did. And for that, we owe you forever.”

He also gave his thanks for having 
been able to serve the town and its veter-
ans. “This job has been amazing,” he said. 
“It has been an honor to serve South Had-
ley as Director of Veterans Services. We 
have done some amazing stuff with every 
different aspect of the town.”

The event closed in a spirit of cama-
raderie and patriotism as those present 
joined their voices for a chorus of “God 
Bless America”.

teer and has served in CEO-level 
roles for several health systems 
for nearly two decades. He has an 
industry reputation of leading in-
novation, transformation, integra-
tion, and partnerships with hospi-
tals, physician groups, and health 

plans. He earned his Bachelor of 
Business Administration degree 
from the University of Notre 
Dame and his Master of Health 
Administration degree from the 
Sloan Program in Health Ser-
vices Administration at Cornell 
University.

In his role, Keroack was 
a leading voice during the 

COVID-19 pandemic for the re-
gion, offering public-health in-
formation and partnering with 
public-health of�cials to address 
the crisis. A native of Spring�eld, 
Mass. he joined Baystate Health 
in 2011 as chief physician exec-
utive and president of Baystate 
Medical Practices and was ap-
pointed to the CEO role in 2014. 

He has had a long career in both 
medicine and health administra-
tion, serving in leadership roles at 
UMass Memorial Medical Group 
and the University HealthSystem 
Consortium.

“We are immensely grateful 
for the contributions of Dr. Mark 
Keroack as an exceptional leader 
and clinician who has success-

fully led the organization for the 
last 10 years with a deep com-
mitment to Baystate Health and 
to our community,” said Colleen 
W. Holmes, vice chair, Baystate 
Health Board of Trustees. “We 
congratulate him on his upcom-
ing retirement.”

VETERANS from page 1

BAYSTATE from page 9

Three-time Purple Heart recipient Larry 
Desrochers was thankful for a road sign 
being dedicated in his honor.

Brian Willette and Mike Slater share 
a heartfelt moment after Slater was 
recognized with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for his service to veterans 
in town.

Turley Photos by Nick Boonstra
Veterans and members of the community gathered to remember those who served in 
Vietnam at the South Hadley Public Library on March 28.
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SPORTS
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE—The sea-
son opening boys’ varsity 
volleyball match between 
the Granby Rams and the 
Holyoke Purple Knights was 
a very close affair from start 
to �nish.  

With the score tied 6-6 in 
the �fth set, the Rams reeled 
off nine unanswered points 
giving them a hard fought 
3-2 victory at John “Jinx” 
O’Connor Gymnasium, last 
Thursday night. 

“We lost eight players 
from last year’s team, so it’s 
pretty exciting to win our 
season opener with some 
new players,” said Granby 
senior co-captain Michael 
Swanigan. “I’m very happy 
with the way we played in 
tonight’s match.”  

The Rams, who captured 
the West League title with a 
perfect 8-0 record a year ago, 
only have eight players listed 
on this year’s varsity roster. 
They won the �rst set, 25-
14, the third set, 25-15, and 
the deciding set 15-6 in their 
season opening victory.

“I thought we played very 
well in our �rst match of the 
season,” said Granby head 

coach Chad Gagnon. “We’ve 
had some very good matches 
against Holyoke during the 
past couple of years. It’s a 
friendly rivalry.”  

The Purple Knights won 
the second and fourth sets. 
The score of those two sets 
were 25-15.   

“We did start off a little 
bit slowly, but we managed 
to battle back in the second 
and fourth sets,” said Holy-
oke assistant varsity coach 
Josh Abrams. “We still have 
some things we need to im-
prove on, but I’m pleased 
with our overall effort. We’re 
hoping to have a very good 
season.”

The Purple Knights boys’ 
varsity volleyball coach is 
Paula Conway.   

While Holyoke High 
School has been playing vol-
leyball for many years, this is 
Granby’s third season com-
peting at the varsity level.   

The two teams split the 
season series a year ago. 

Granby celebrated a 3-1 
win on their senior night 
before losing ,3-0, on Holy-
oke’s senior night a week lat-
er. The Purple Knights also 
won the only meeting of the 

Rams outlast Holyoke in opener

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Athletes, parents, and fans 
are seeing changes to their 
schedules related to next Mon-
day, April 8.

Several games and contests 
being held outdoors have had 
their start times delayed or have 
had the games moved off the 
date completely due to the up-
coming solar eclipse set for the 
late afternoon hours that day.

Agawam High School Ath-
letic Director Karen Gomez said 
she moved a softball game to 
later in the afternoon after she 
and other athletic directors re-
ceived guidance from the Mas-
sachusetts Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association urging them to 
move events away from the time 
the eclipse is scheduled for.

According to the email 
from the MIAA: “On Monday, 
April 8, Massachusetts will be 
experiencing a solar eclipse 
from 2 to 4:30 p.m. You may 
already be aware of the danger 
of looking at the sun during the 
eclipse. Outdoor activity, prac-
tices, and games should be ap-

proached with extreme caution 
as unavoidable exposure to the 
harmful intensity could happen 
accidentally with extreme harm 
to athletes.”

The email did not speci�-
cally bar events from happen-
ing during that time period, but 
most of the rescheduled games 
outdoors were moved to the 5 
p.m. hour to avoid the eclipse, 
which is supposed to result in 
more than 80% coverage of the 
sun in Massachusetts.

The Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education also issued 
guidance to all schools, direct-
ing education of�cials not to 
allow students to look directly 
into the eclipse while it is hap-
pening.

“A solar eclipse occurs when 
the moon passes directly be-
tween the Earth and the sun,” 
the DESE guidance states. “The 
moon is much smaller than the 
sun, but because it is so close to 
the Earth, it can appear to par-
tially or completely block the 
image of the sun.”

South Hadley High 
School Athletic Director Eric 
Castonguay con�rmed he had 
to move some events scheduled 
Monday, including a track meet 
due to the eclipse’s timeline.
“I didn’t really have an issue 
with it,” Castonguay said. “I 
don’t really know a lot about it, 
but I certainly would not want to 
expose the kids to anything that 
could be harmful to them.”

The forecasted weather for 
Monday, April 8, is actual-
ly supposed to be ideal for the 
eclipse. It is currently forecasted 
to be sunny with temperatures in 
the low 60’s. For more informa-
tion on what contests have been 
moved to different times or off 
the date altogether depending on 
the availability of of�cials, go to 
www.arbiterlive.com for up-to-
date schedules.

Games being delayed or moved
off Monday for solar eclipse

Sixth inning run lifts Tigers
EASTHAMPTON – In their 

season opener on Monday, 
South Hadley softball defeat-
ed Easthampton 1-0. The two 
teams managed just seven hits 
combined, but it was an RBI by 
Grace Matyszewski that scored 
Ara Powers and put South Had-

ley on the scoreboard.
Isabella Schaeffer did the 

rest of the work. She went a 
complete game, allowing just 
three hits and a walk. She 
struck out 14 batters in getting 
the shutout win to open the reg-
ular season.

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 
Baseball League is looking to in-
fuse new talent into its league for 
the 2024 season.

Registration for the 2024 
season is now open and any in-
terested players can go to www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org to get 
registered, or to seek more infor-
mation or make inquiries about 
the league. The league website 
will also be updated over the next 
month with information about 
the upcoming season.

There are many open roster 
spots available in the league for 
the 2024 season, which is tenta-
tively scheduled to begin on Sun-
day, April 21. The league plays 
most Sunday from late April 
through late August with playoffs 
following that. The league plays 
a 15-game schedule and typically 
�elds six teams each year. Games 
are usually played at 10 a.m. with 
�elds in Easthampton and South 

Hadley normally used.
The Quabbin Valley league 

is an all-abilities league and all 
are welcome to join. Eligibility is 
players who are age 28 and over. 
You must be 30 to be eligible to 
pitch in the league. Your age for 
eligibility is whatever age you 
will turn in 2024. The league is 
also able to entertaining taking in 
an entire group as a team to add 
to the league. Please email the 
league board for to inquire about 
entering a team.

The league is currently in 
the process of preparing for the 
2024 season and held a meeting 
on March 24 to discussion plans 
for the upcoming season. The 
next meeting will be held after 
the league’s open practice for all 
players, including players inter-
ested in joining the league. The 
open practice will be at Beach-
grounds Park in South Hadley at 
10 a.m. on April 7.

Quabbin Valley baseball registration open

Nicolas Grandmont sails a spike through a Holyoke defender. 
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Braeden Gallagher goes for the spike.
Please see RAMS, page 14
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2024 SPRING VARSITY
SPORTS  SCHEDULE

South Hadley High School
BASEBALL   
Tuesday, April 2 Home Wahconah 3:15 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Away Granby 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 6 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Away Monson 4 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Ludlow 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Home Palmer 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Away Mt. Greylock 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Home Granby 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 27 Away Southwick 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Home Monson 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Away Ludlow 4 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Home Smith Voc. 4 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away Palmer 7 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7 Home Commerce 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Away Hampshire 3:30 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Away Green�eld 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Home Ware 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 16 Home Easthampton 4 p.m.

BOYS LACROSSE   
Tuesday, April 2 Home Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Friday, April 5 Away Wahconah 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Away Amherst 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Home Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Away W. Spring�eld 5 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Away Belchertown 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 20 Home Granby 10 a.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Home West�eld 5 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Home Agawam 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Home Wahconah 5 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Home Amherst 5 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away Pope Francis 5 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Home W. Spring�eld 7 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Minnechaug 4 p.m.
Tuesday, May 14 Away Agawam 4 p.m.
Monday, May 20 Away E. Longmeadow 7 p.m.

GIRLS LACROSSE   
Friday, March 29 Away W. Spring�eld 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 Away Agawam 4 p.m.
Friday, April 5 Home West�eld 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9 Home Hampshire 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Home Belchertown 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Home Northampton 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Mt. Greylock 5 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Home Wahconah 4:30 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Away Belchertown 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Home Minnechaug 4 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Away Northampton 7 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Home Mt. Greylock 5 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Away West�eld 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Away Wahconah 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Away Amherst 7 p.m.
Friday, May 17 Home Granby 6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 20 Away Monson 4 p.m.

SOFTBALL   
Monday, April 1 Away Easthampton 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home West Spring�eld 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Home Monson 5:30 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Home E. Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 17 Home Agawam 1 p.m.
Friday, April 19 Home Frontier 2 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Home Minnechaug 4:45 p.m.
Thursday, April 25 Away Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Away Pitts�eld 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Home Easthampton 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Away Doherty 3:30 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Away W. Spring�eld 4 p.m.
Saturday, May 4 Away Minnechaug 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Home West�eld 4 p.m.
Saturday, May 11 Away Monson 2 p.m.
Tuesday, May 14 Away E. Longmeadow 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Away Turners Falls 7 p.m.

BOYS TRACK   
Friday, April 5 Away Hampshire 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Away Palmer 5:45 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Away Belchertown 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Away Hampshire 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Home Easthampton 4 p.m.

GIRLS TRACK   
Friday, April 5 Away Hampshire 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Away Palmer 5:45 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Away Belchertown 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Away Hampshire 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Home Easthampton 4 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS   
Thursday, April 4 Home Holyoke 4:30 p.m.
Friday, April 5 Away Northampton 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Home W. Spring�eld 4 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Chicopee Comp 4 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Home Belchertown 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Home Ludlow 4 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Home Central 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Away Holyoke 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Away W. Spring�eld 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Home E. Longmeadow 3:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Away Chicopee Comp 4 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away Chicopee Comp 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Home Mt. Greylock 5 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Away Central 4 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Renaissance 5 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Home Agawam 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 16 Away Pope Francis 4 p.m.

BOYS VOLLEYBALL   
Friday, March 29 Away Veritas Prep 6:15 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 Home Bay State Acad 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9 Home Hampden 5:15 p.m.

  Charter
Wednesday, April 10 Away PVCA 6 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Home Chicopee 5:15 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Home SICS 5:15 p.m.
Friday, April 19 Away W. Spring�eld 6 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Home Veritas Prep 6 p.m.
Thursday, April 25 Away Bay State Acad. 6 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Home Hampden 5:15 p.m.

  Charter
Thursday, May 2 Home Athol 5:15 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away Chicopee 5 p.m.
Wednesda, May 8 Home PVCA 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, May 14 Away Duggan 6 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Home Ware 5:15 p.m.

Granby High School
BASEBALL   
Friday, March 29 Home Smith Academy 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 Home Mt. Greylock 4:15 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home South Hadley 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Away Green�eld 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Home Ludlow 4:45 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Palmer 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Home Ware 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Monson 4 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Away Wahconah 4:15 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Away South Hadley 4 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Home Hampshire 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Away Ludlow 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Away Palmer 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Home Monson 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Tuesday, May 14 Home SICS 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 16 Away Path�nder 3:30 p.m.

BOYS LACROSSE   
Thursday, March 28 Away Belchertown 3:30 p.m.
Monday, April 1 Away Chicopee Comp 6:15 p.m.

Thursday, April 4 Away McCann Tech 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Home Monson 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Away Central 7 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Home Northampton 5:30 p.m.
Friday, April 19 Away E. Longmeadow 5 p.m.
Saturday, April 20 Away South Hadley 10 a.m
Monday, April 22 Away Amherst 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Home Smith Vocl 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 25 Away St. Mary’s 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Home McCann Tech 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Away Monson 4 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Home Central 7 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Away Smith Voc 4 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home St. Mary’s 7 p.m.
Thursday, May 16 Home Hoosac 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS LACROSSE   
Monday, April 1 Away Monson 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home Pitts�eld 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 6 Away Northampton 12 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Amherst 4 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Away Chicopee Comp   6:15 p.m.
Wednesday, April 17 Home McCann Tech 12 p.m.
Friday, April 19 Away Hoosac 12 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Home Lee 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Home Hampshire 4:30 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Away Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Away Amherst 4:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Home Chicopee Comp 4 p.m.
Saturday, May 4 Away Wahconah 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7 Home Hoosac 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Away Lee 4 p.m.
Tuesday, May 14 Home Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 16 Away McCann Tech 4 p.m.
Friday, May 17 Away South Hadley 6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 20 Away Mt. Greylock 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL   
Tuesday, March 26 Home Chicopee 4 p.m.
Friday, March 29 Home Mahar 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 Away SICS 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home Palmer 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Home Southwick 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Home Smith Academy 4 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Ware 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Away Smith Academy 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Holyoke 1 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Home Central 4 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Home SICS 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Away Palmer 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Away Southwick 4 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away Ware 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Away Chicopee 7 p.m.
Thusday, May 9 Away Hopkins 4 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Holyoke 5 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Away Central 7 p.m.
Friday, May 17 Home Smith Voc 4 p.m.

BOYS VOLLEYBALL   
Thursday, March 28 Away Holyoke 5 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 Home Chicopee 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home Duggan 5:15 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Home Ware 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Away Athol 5:15 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Away Commerce 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Away Southwick 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Duggan 4 p.m.
Friday, April 19 Home Longmeadow 5:15 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Away Sci-Tech 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Away SICS 5 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Away Ware 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Home Commerce 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Home Putnam 6:15 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Away E.Longmeadow 6 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Home Holyoke 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Home Athol 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Away Frontier 6 p.m.
Friday, May 17 Home Sci-Tech 6:15 p.m.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES
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2022 campaign between the two 
squads by the �nal score of 3-1.

“We’ve been playing Holy-
oke since I was a sophomore 
and they’ve always been a very 
good volleyball team,” Swani-
gan said. “It was another excit-
ing match tonight.”

Swanigan is planning to 
become a member of the �rst 
men’s volleyball team at Curry 
College next fall. 

“I’m very excited about 
having the opportunity to con-
tinue playing volleyball in col-
lege next year,” Swanigan said. 
“I’m going to be the �rst boys’ 
volleyball player from Granby 
High School to play volleyball 
at the college level.”  

A couple of the Purple 
Knights standouts are senior 
co-captain Jeduar Colon, senior 
Adrain Centeno-Feliciano, and 
junior Michael Melendez.

Holyoke junior Nathan Jusi-
no, who’s a setter, didn’t play in 
the season opening match be-
cause of an injury. 

Granby sophomore Jake 
Gagnon, who’s also a co-cap-
tain, handled the serving duties 
at the end of the �nal set. Senior 
Nicolas Grandmont had a cou-
ple of blocks during that stretch 
and sophomore Braeden Galla-
gher added a kill, which helped 
the visiting team seal the deal. 

“I’m very proud of my team,” 

coach Gagnon said. “All of them 
are hard workers and they play 
volleyball all year long.” 

A Gagnon kill in the opening 
set gave his team an 8-4 advan-
tage.

With Swanigan handling the 
serving duties, the Rams then 
rattled off the next eight points 
giving them a comfortable 16-4 
lead and they took a 1-0 lead in 
the match.

Just like Granby did in the 
�rst set, Holyoke served �rst in 
the second set and they raced out 
to an early 5-2 lead following a 
Colon kill. 

The home team kept the lead 
until the Rams went ahead for 
the only time at 15-14 with the 
help of a 4-0 spurt. 

The Purple Knights ended 
the second set with an impres-
sive 11-0 run. Centeno-Felicia-
no did the serving while Colon 
had a couple of kills. 

With freshman Nate Walsh 
doing the serving, the Rams 
scored the �nal seven points of 
the third set which gave his team 
a 2-1 overall lead in the match.  

The Purple Knights never 
trailed in the fourth set, and they 
forced the outcome of the sea-
son opening match to be decided 
in the �fth set. 

The second meeting of the 
regular season between the two 
teams is scheduled to take place 
at Granby High School on May 
6.

RAMS from page 12

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Nate Walsh reaches out for the bump.Jake Gagnon sets up a spike.

LUDLOW – With about a 
month remaining until the regular 
season begins, the Western Mass. 
Pioneers got a look at their poten-
tial 2024 team in the Open Cup 

match, a loss, held two weeks ago. 
Now, the Pioneers will continue 
practice at Lusitano Stadium until 
they have a “friendly game” exhi-
bition contest on May 10 against 

Third Eye FC. The home opener 
for the Pioneers will be on Thurs-
day, May 18 against Path�nder 
FC, a familiar opponent for the 
Pioneers.

WMass Pioneers look to keep adding
Abdel Talabi settles the ball for the Pioneers. Ben Awashie works on the offensive side of the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Juri Schlingmann looks to avoid losing possession.

Tomas Duben looks to get through an 
opponent during an Open Cup match.

UTICA, N.Y. -- The Spring-
�eld Thunderbirds (29-30-3-2) 
battled back from an early two-
goal de�cit, but a late power-play 
goal from the Utica Comets (29-
26-4-5) resulted in a 4-3 Comets 
win on Saturday night at Adiron-
dack Bank Center. 

For a second straight eve-
ning, the T-Birds relented a 
goal to their opposition in the 
opening half of the �rst period. 
Just 4:00 into the action, Shane 
Bowers skated the puck across 
the T-Birds blue line, creating a 
2-on-1. Bowers opted to take it 
himself, beating Colten Ellis on 
the glove side and making it 1-0 
for Utica.

Spring�eld's power play had 
two chances in short order to try 
to equalize, but the man-advan-
tage came up empty each time. 
Utica made the T-Birds pay for 
that at 12:26 when Will MacKin-
non let go a seeing-eye wrist shot 
from the blue line that nicked the 

inside of the post and beat Ellis 
to give the Comets a 2-0 lead.

The Comets continued to 
have penalty troubles, though, 
and at 16:28, Tanner Dickinson 
got Spring�eld's power play on 
the board with a perfectly placed 
wrist shot over the glove of Aki-
ra Schmid, and the lead was cut 
to 2-1. 

The Comets, though, were 
undeterred, and they restored the 
two-goal cushion just 1:29 later 
when Erik Middendorf crashed 
the net from the right-wing side. 
Ellis made the �rst save, but the 
rebound sat in the crease, and 
Middendorf polished it off to 
give Utica a 3-1 advantage at 
17:57, a lead that carried through 
to the break.

The T-Birds' power play 
again had a chance to turn the 
tide of the game when a pair of 
Utica penalties gave Spring�eld 

Late power-play 
goal sinks T-Birds

WOBURN – Registration 
for the 42nd annual Bay State 
Summer Games is now open. 
The 2024 Summer Games will 
include thirty sports with com-
petitions from May 11 – July 27 
at venues throughout eastern and 
central Massachusetts including 
Game On in Fitchburg, Boston 
Sports Institute in Wellesley, 
Union Point Sports Complex 
in Weymouth, and North Star 
Ice Sports in Westborough. Bay 
State Games participants range 
in age from 5 to over age 75 and 
represent more than 300 Massa-
chusetts communities as well as 
surrounding New England States 
in some sports. From grassroots 
participants to accomplished 
amateur athletes, the Bay State 

Games provide opportunities for 
the athlete in all of us. 

Seven high school showcase 
sports will take place for a va-
riety of sports, including base-
ball, basketball, �eld hockey, 
ice hockey, soccer, softball, and 
volleyball. Athletes currently 
in grade 8-11 who live or go to 
school in Massachusetts are el-
igible to attend regional tryouts 
during the month of June. These 
tryouts will determine teams 
representing the various regions 
of the Commonwealth that will 
compete against each other in 
July. Check each sport page for 
speci�c eligibility requirements.

The Summer Games include 

Registration now open to take 
part in Bay State Games

Please see T-BIRDS, page 19

Please see GAMES, page 19
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No one wants to get into an auto-
mobile accident. Even accidents that 
do not result in any major injuries 
can be traumatizing. Knowing what 
to do in the immediate aftermath of 
an accident may make such instances 
less stressful. 

First determine if any of the 
involved parties suffered an injury. If 

you are injured, stay put. If not, check 
on the condition of the other driv-
er. Next, make a call to emergency 
services to request assistance from the 
police and an ambulance, if neces-
sary.

If possible, pull the vehicle over to 
a safe, well-lit public location. If the 
car will cause another road hazard, it 

is best to move it over to the side and 
use flashers to alert oncoming traffic. 
It is important that you don’t leave 
the scene.

You should take pictures of the 
damage to your vehicle, the other ve-
hicle, if possible, and the scene of the 
accident, including any skid marks, 
debris and/or property damage. If 

there are any witnesses to the acci-
dent, get their names and contact in-
formation. Collect the names, phone 
numbers, addresses of other drivers 
and vehicle occupants and exchange 
insurance information with all drivers 
involved. That includes the insurance 
company name, policy number and 
the name of the insured.

What to do after an auto accident

Approved
Auto Repair

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.
VERYL’S

644 Newton Street, South Hadley

FULL SERVICE • REPAIRS
BRAKES • ALIGNMENTS • TIRES 

STATE INSPECTIONS & MORE

OPERATED BY THE POIRIER FAMILY

SINCE 1947

Call today to schedule your appointment

413-536-0794
text 413-314-2880
www.verylsautomotive.com

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

R
00000000000000

EXPIRES

2
0
2
4

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
WELDING • FABRICATION

HYDRAULIC
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs

Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings

Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

BODY RUST • BODY ROT
FRAME RUST • CHASSY WORK

330 Harkness Road, Amherst
(413) 253-4867

5 George Hannum St., Belchertown
134 West Street, Ware

Two Convenient Locations

What to do after an auto accident

Spring CARE CARE
  & DRIVING

RECYCLE 
CENTER
“Salvage the Best – Recycle the Rest”

Open: Mon. – Fri. 8 to 5, Sat. 8 to 1

413-323-4210 • 1-800-358-5100

Bring us your waste oil, scrap steel & old batteries 
FREE OF CHARGE!

A GREEN 
COMPANY

LIKE US ON

Spring
Cleanup...

Get That Unused Vehicle 
  Out of the Yard!

   147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN
Used Auto Parts.... If we don’t have it we’ll locate it through our nationwide network!

Celebrating 30 Years!
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The open road beckons millions of motorists 
upon the arrival of warm weather. In advance of 
the season’s first road trip, drivers tune up their 
engines and plan their itineraries for the adven-
tures that lie ahead.

While it may be tempting to get behind the 
wheel and see where the road takes you, those 
who have been around the block — or high-
way — a few times likely know that road trip 
planning involves careful packing for the voyage 
ahead. Bringing the right items along can go 
a long way toward ensuring a trip is enjoyable 
and runs smoothly. This list of must-haves can 
get anyone started on the road trip ahead.

• Proper paperwork: Don’t forget to bring 
along a driver’s licence, vehicle registration, 
proof of insurance, and your rental car agree-
ment if you are renting a car. In certain in-
stances, you may need proof of COVID-19 
vaccination and/or a negative COVID test. Dou-
ble-check that you have it all before leaving.

• Vehicle manual: Even the most well-main-
tained car may suffer a breakdown on the road. 
Bring along the vehicle manual, which can help 
you diagnose minor problems. Keep your road-
side assistance membership card at the ready in 
the event you need extra help.

• America the Beautiful Pass: If you plan to 

visit various national parks across America, an 
investment in the America the Beautiful Pass for 
$80 provides access to the pass holder and three 
other adults to more than 2,000 recreation areas 
managed by five federal agencies. It’s available 
by visiting store.usgs.gov/pass/index.html.

• Important phone numbers: Bring a written 
list of important phone numbers in case your 
phone dies or gets lost.

• Cash: Credit and debit cards are a reliable 
form of payment, but cash is king.Having cash 
on hand is a smart move in the event bank cards 
get lost. Cash also is especially useful when pa-
tronizing smaller establishments that might not 
take credit.

• Roadside emergency kit: Keep a tire chang-
ing kit, flares, tools, jumper cables, duct tape, 
and work gloves in the vehicle for emergencies.

• GPS and maps: GPS systems on phones and 
other devices provide step-by-step directions 
and can alert to traffic jams. But GPS can be 
compromised in areas where cellular or satel-
lite service is interrupted by mountain ranges 
or buildings. The Maps.Me app enables you to 
download detailed maps that can be accessed 
while offline. Paper maps can serve as backups 
as well.

• Entertainment: Long road trips are full of 
opportunities to visit roadside attractions. For 
the times when the highway is a long stretch of 
nothing new, bring along movies, music, books, 
handheld games, and even trivia or mind puz-
zles to pass the time.

• Cooler with refreshments: Dining out is a 
great way to sample local cuisine from various 
regions of the country. But having snacks at the 
ready can save time and money.

The list of road trip essentials continues, but 
this is a good start. The list can be customized 
based on drivers’ interests and their destina-
tions. 

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

19 N. Main Street
Belchertown

(413) 323-9611

15 Central Street
West Brook�eld

(508) 867-4646

www.bellandhudson.com

Part of Taking Care 

of Your Car 

Is Having Good 

Insurance Coverage

141 Sargent St.(Rt. 9), Belchertown

(413) 323-7762
donsautobelchertown.com

Quality Service: Our Family Legacy Since 1957 

141 Sargent St.(Rt. 9), Belchertown

(413) 323-7762
donsautobelchertown.com

Ensure smooth travels this Summer & 
schedule your vehicle tune-up today!

Painting
Expert Full Collision Repair

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

39 W. State St. Granby, MA

Tel: 413-467-2533
Fax: 413-467-2500

ASE Certified • Reg. Shop 3199

• Family Owned And Operated 
• Over 35 Years Experience • Insurance Approved

• Precision Frame Straightening
• Custom Painting & Color Matching

• State Of The Art Paint Booth • Glass Replacement
• Aluminum Repair

FREE
ESTIMATES

How to maintain an older vehicleEssential road trip packing checklist
Spring CARE CARE & DRIVING

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS

3 AMHERST RD. (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

323-5051 We Install Quality NAPA Parts

AutoCare
Center

Call now for your Spring Check-up
HOSES BELTS
TIRES FLUIDS

✓
✓

✓ 
✓

AIR CONDITIONING
BRAKES

✓
✓
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Get Ready For SPRING
at

All your car care needs are right here 
at one location.

Stop in and check out our 
GREAT SPECIALS!

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

ubinville Insurance Group
Since 1937,  Jubinville has been servicing their clients 

with Professional Distinction. As your hometown
insurance agency it is their goal to assist you with 

all of your insurance needs.

HOME     AUTO     BUSINESS     LIFE
Representing �ne companies such as

413-538-8293 • Fax: 413-538-5970
39 Lamb Street, South Hadley

email: info@jubinville.com

www.jubinville.com

Painting
Expert Full Collision Repair

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

39 W. State St. Granby, MA

Tel: 413-467-2533
Fax: 413-467-2500

ASE Certified • Reg. Shop 3199

• Family Owned And Operated 
• Over 35 Years Experience • Insurance Approved

• Precision Frame Straightening
• Custom Painting & Color Matching

• State Of The Art Paint Booth • Glass Replacement
• Aluminum Repair

FREE
ESTIMATES

New cars have been costly for 
quite some time, but those costs have 
spiked considerably since the onset of 
the pandemic. That unprecedented 
rise has led many motorists to wonder 
how they can get more mileage out 
of their existing vehicles.

According to data from Kelley 
Blue Book and Cox Automotive, the 
average cost of a new car in Septem-
ber 2021 was just over $45,000. That 
marked a $3,000 increase from June 
2021 and a $5,000 increase from the 
end of 2020.

Drivers who can’t afford to keep up 
with the rising cost of new vehicles 
can take these steps to keep their 
existing cars running smoothly.

• Take care of the timing belt. En-
gines may get all the glory, but they 
cannot run smoothly without a fully 
functional timing belt. Engines need 
various components to do their job, 
and those components must do so at 
the right time for the engine to run 
smoothly. Fully functional timing belts 
help to synchronize movements, but 
belts must be replaced every so often. 

Owner’s manuals may note when to 
replace the timing belt, but they gen-
erally must be replaced every 60,000 
to 105,000 miles. 

• Take care of the brakes and 
associated components. The experts 
at Popular Mechanics urge drivers of 
older vehicles to replace their brake 
fluid every two years. Also drivers 
whose cars are more than seven years 
old to replace the rubber brake lines 
when major brake work is required.

• Pay attention to oil levels. The 
older engines get, the more oil 

they’re going to burn. So drivers of 
older vehicles should check their oil 
levels more often than they would if 
their vehicles were brand new. This 
also is a great way to discover leaks 
before they lead to significant issues.

• Don’t skip maintenance appoint-
ments. Even if you’re driving less, it’s 
best not to skip recommended main-
tenance intervals. Routine tune-ups 
and oil changes, which may need to 
become more frequent the older the 
vehicle gets, can keep cars running 
smoothly and protect the engine.

How to maintain an older vehicle

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
AUTO REPAIRS.

GENERAL SERVICES, 
ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 
AND SPECIALIZING IN 

EMMISSIONS & SAFETY 
INSPECTION REPAIRS.

Spring CARE CARE & DRIVING Spring CARE CARE & DRIVING

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS

3 AMHERST RD. (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

323-5051 We Install Quality NAPA Parts

AutoCare
Center

Call now for your Spring Check-up
HOSES BELTS
TIRES FLUIDS

✓
✓

✓ 
✓

AIR CONDITIONING
BRAKES

✓
✓
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certi�ed Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
ROUND, WRAPPED HAY BALES,
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, �re department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, �shing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete �nishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning,
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
              

 Call or text 413-266-9975                    
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of �xtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

FOR SALE SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

TAX SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIME
2024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.
JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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  Town of Granby
LEGAL NOTICE

1. Notice is hereby given 
under Chapter 138 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws 
that the Granby Board of 
Selectmen will hold a public 
hearing on Monday April 22, 
2024, at 6:00 P.M. at 10-B 
West State Street (Senior 
Center Building) 1. to con-
sider the transfer of a retail 
Section 15 Package Store-
All Alcoholic Beverage (Off 
Premises) License for Bruso 
Liquor Mart, Inc. to 367 
East State, Inc. d/b/a Bruso 
Liquor Mart 2. to consider 

James Gibbons as Manager. 
Premises describes as follows: 
One story building containing 
3,110 square feet, two rooms 
located at 367 East State 
Street, Granby MA 01033

Anyone interested, and 
wishing to be heard, should 
appear at the time and place 
designated..

Glen N. Sexton
Crystal L. Dufresne
Richard A. Beaulieu
Granby Selectboard

Licensing Commissioner
04/05/2024 

 Town of Granby
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given 
under Chapter 138 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws 
that the Granby Board of 
Selectmen will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Monday, 
April 22, 2024, at 6:15 P.M.
at 10-B West State Street 
(Senior Center Building) on 
the application Laurie Ann 
Bernier for Something Special 
Catering Service and Cafe, 
seeking 1. a Wine and Malt 
Beverages (Restaurant on 
Premises) License and 2. to 
consider Laurie Ann Bernier 

as manager for premises 
described as follows: 32 seat 
café inside with one floor at 
960 square feet and 22 seats 
for outside patio at 800 square 
ft, located at 181 West State 
Street, Granby MA.

Anyone interested, and 
wishing to be heard, should 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

Glen N. Sexton
Crystal L. Dufresne
Richard A. Beaulieu
Granby Selectboard

Licensing Commissioner
04/05/2024 

Public NoticesPublic Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

some time on both 4-on-3 and 5-on-
3 advantages. Unlike the night before, 
though, the T-Birds came up empty, 
and the 3-1 score carried past the mid-
point of the game.

With Utica on a power play at 
12:15 of the period, Spring�eld used 
its shorthanded unit to claw back into 
the game when Will Bitten won a foot-
race to a loose puck at the Utica blue 
line, storming in on Schmid and roof-
ing a shot over the goaltender's trapper 

to make it a 3-2 game on Bitten's 17th 
goal of the season. 

Bitten's goal got the T-Birds' mojo 
back, and 3:12 later, Ryan Suzuki tied 
the game on his second point of the 
night. After Adam Gaudette narrow-
ly missed the top corner, the T-Birds' 
leading scorer retrieved the puck in 
the left corner and laid it off to Hugh 
McGing. With little space available, 
McGing slid a perfect pass through the 
top of the blue paint to Suzuki, who 
one-timed it through Schmid to tie the 
score.

The stalemate carried to the second 

intermission, and the two teams cau-
tiously played the opening 15 minutes 
of the third scoreless. Unfortunately 
for the T-Birds, a Bitten minor penal-
ty opened the door for Utica's power 
play, and after a Justin Dowling shot 
rang off the post, Bowers was in the 
right place to lift the loose change into 
the twine with 3:18 to play. Bowers' 
fourth point of the night and eighth 
goal of the season proved to be the 
dagger, and for the fourth straight time 
in the season series between Spring-
�eld and Utica, the home team came 
away victorious. 

a wide variety of individual sports 
including swimming, track & �eld, 
�gure skating, pickleball, wrestling, 
weightlifting, badminton, and more. 
These sports are open to a wide range 
of ages and skill levels from youth 
participants to masters-aged athletes. 
Adaptive sport divisions in archery, 

swimming, and track & �eld are of-
fered, as well. Bay State Games also 
organizes tournaments for pre-existing 
teams in rugby, and 6v6 �eld hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis 
will take place on June 1 at PingPod 
in Boston after a 5-year hiatus from 
the Summer Games sport lineup. New 
venues include Babson College, which 
will host the Girls Basketball Show-

case, and NorthStar Ice Sports, which 
will host Figure Skating and the Girls 
Ice Hockey Showcase. Game On in 
Fitchburg will serve as a hub venue for 
eight sports. Bay State Games expects 
1,500 athletes and their families to at-
tend competitions at Game On during 
the second week of July. 

For questions, email info@bay-
stategames.org or call 781-932-6555. 
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STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES
Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets.  Call/text Melvin 413-
265-6737 to set up your visit.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

GRANT WRITER/
FACILITATOR

The Town of Brook�eld is seek-
ing quali�ed applicants for a 
part-time (15 hours per week) 
Grant Writer/Facilitator.  See job 
description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary is commensurate 
with experience. Current ap-
propriation is $30.28 per hour. 
Please submit a resume and 
cover letter to selectmen@
brookfieldma.us Open un-
til �lled. Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action Employer

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have �exible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

SECOND CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF PALMER seeks a 
skilled, outgoing, and caring Church 
Administrator to manage the business 
affairs of the church and to work closely 
with our Pastor, Moderator, and church 
members to advance church missions 
and community outreach. The ideal 
candidate will have strong commu-
nication and organizational skills, be 
pro�cient in the use of computer and 
website technologies, and be creative 
in developing procedures and prac-
tices. The applicant must maintain 
strong, positive interpersonal relation-
ships with members, ministries, and 
staff. This job is a 25-hour/week posi-
tion, Monday-Friday, 9am-2pm, with 
PTO bene�ts. Pay commensurate with 
experience. Please email resumes to 
scc1847media@gmail.com.

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

The town of Hampden Highway De-
partment is seeking to �ll a full-time 
skilled worker/truck driver position. All 
applicants must possess a valid Class 
B CDL, 2B Hoisting License, OSHA 
10 Certi�cate of Training, and a copy 
of current driving record. Applicants 
must have the skills and knowledge 
necessary to perform general road and 
grounds maintenance and the ability to 
operate and maintain all associated 
tools and equipment. The capability to 
perform maintenance/repair on trucks 
and equipment, welding, and the use 
of other garage tools, along with light 
construction and snowplowing experi-
ence, would be bene�cial. Please call 
the Hampden Highway Department 
(413) 566-8842, or email high-
way@hampdenma.gov for inqui-
ries and application/resume sumittals.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

FIREFIGHTER/EMT
The Town of Wilbraham is looking to 
�ll a vacancy for Fire�ghter/EMT. Para-
medic Certi�cation or currently attend-
ing paramedic school highly preferred. 
For application and more info. visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Dead-
line 4/17/24

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

OPERATOR 1
P/T BORROWER SERVICES

ASSISTANT
P/T RECYCLING ATTENDANT
SUMMER CAMP COUNSELOR

SUMMER LIFEGUARD

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to �ll 
several vacancies. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.
Open until �lled.  EOE

TOWN TREASURER:
The Town of Brook�eld is seek-
ing quali�ed applicants for the 
full- time (40-hour week) posi-
tion of Town Treasurer. Full job 
description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Current appropria-
tion is $80,498.62. Submit cover 
letter and resume to: select-
men@brookfieldma.us.  Re-
views begin week of April 15th.  
Open until �lled.  The Town of 
Brook�eld is an Equal Opportu-
nity/ Affirmative Action Employer.

HOME FOR SALE. Duplex home 
on dead end street, two baths, three 
bedrooms. Fully occupied. Off street 
parking. Great investment property. 
413-283-8196.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

AUTOSERVICES HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

List your 
property here! 12 HOMETOWN 

NEWSPAPERS 
413.283.8393

www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON
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Class Grass
GARDEN CENTER

140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-7979 • www.classgrass.com

“Your Complete GARDEN Center”

Annuals • Perennials • Water Garden Supplies
Bark Mulch & Loam • Propane • Open 7 Days

Let's GardenLet's Garden
Get your green thumbs in gear right here!

GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN
108 West State Street, Granby • 1-413-467-3838

For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor,

Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs

OPEN 
Monday - 
Saturday

Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
✦

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436

SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!
To advertise contact Maureen 

mmcgarrett@turley.com • 413-364-4994

SOUTH HADLEY • 533-5503
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)

Rototillers, brush mowers, 
pressure washers, overseeders, 

dethatchers, and more.

tjsrental.com

Your lawn projects start here!Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets, 
House Plants, 

Gardening Supplies,
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure,
Compost & More

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

Power Equipment
Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 

Belchertown
413-323-5435

Farm Supply
Rte. 202 N. 357 Daniel Shays Hwy, 

Belchertown
413-323-6336

www.devonlane.com

• Mowers • Lawn Tractors 
• Chainsaws • Trimmers 
• Generators • Brush Cutters 
• Hedge Trimmers 
• Rototillers & More

ANDREW’S
GREENHOUSE

1184 S. East St.
S. Amherst, MA
(413) 253-2937

www.andrewsgreenhouse.com

Brush Mowing - Tree Work
Botanical Consultations
Specializing in Invasive Plants
Fencelines

LEARN TO GROW
Specializing in set-up of outdoor gardens. 
From Cannabis to Vegetables.

Ca� me f� your garden set-up today!
413-523-3272 Clinton Racine, Owner
Lifetime of Experience • Educated at UMASS

LAND MANAGEMENT

Submitted photo 
Scilla forbesii, also 
known as glory-of-
the-snow, trying 
to weather the hail 
and snow storm we 
received mid-week.
These plants bloom 
very early in spring 
and produce sprays 
of star-shaped 
flowers in shades 
of either blue, pink, 
or white.

Glory of the snow GRANBY – Stop by the Granby Free 
Public Library, 297 East State St. during 
school vacation week for a number of 
fun activities.

Lego Free Build
A Lego Free Build will be held on 

Wednesday, April 17 at 11 a.m. Bring 
your imagination and build away with 
our extensive collection of Lego. This 
drop-in activity is for ages 4 and up. 

Spring Scavenger Hunts!
Try the library’s “I Spy” Mini Fairy 

Garden Tank through April. During the 
week of April 17-19 join the “Outdoor 
Fairy Find” and �nd four fairies hid-
ing in outdoor garden and �ll out their 
names on the �nd sheet.

The form you �ll out from each ac-
tivity is a raf�e ticket for a fairy garden 

basket.
Puppet show

Fairies of the Season Puppet Show 
Thursday, April 18 at 11 a.m. Every sea-
son has unique qualities: the trees look 
different, different kinds of plants are 
growing, and people wear and do differ-
ent things. 

In this magical show, each season has 
its own fairy that takes care of changing 
the natural world accordingly. This pup-
pet show is for ages 2-7 and pre-registra-
tion is required.

All library programs are free of 
charge and open to the public. Call the 
library at 413-467-3320 during open 
hours for more information and to 
pre-register for programs.

GFPL offers April vacation fun




