Mt. Holyoke expands investment - Page 3 E SPORTS: Busy start for Tigers softball - Page 7 B Public Notices - Page 9

TOWR

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

Serving the town of South Hadley

FREE

April 10, 2026
Vol. 56, No. 49

eminader

www.townreminder.turley.com

Granby school

leaders

outline

budget deficit

Warn of ‘painful
choices’ ahead

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY - Facing ris-
ing special education, health
insurance and transportation
costs amid stagnant state
aid, Granby school officials
told residents this week the
district is staring down an
$847,772 budget deficit for
fiscal 2027 and may need to
cut staff and services if new
funding doesn’t materialize.

The finance presentation
to the School Committee on
March 31 framed the dis-
trict’s situation as part of
a broader statewide fund-
ing crisis, particularly for
small, rural and “minimum
aid” districts that rely heav-
ily on local taxpayers while
lagging behind inflation.
Administrators said they are
trying to protect classroom
services but warned they are
“really at the bare bones”
and running out of places to
cut.

“The state
funding
formula is
not working
for us.”

— Superintendent
Mary Jane Rickson

Superintendent Mary
Jane Rickson opened the
hearing by stressing that the
spending plan remains in
flux as town officials work to
stabilize municipal finances
and hire a new town admin-
istrator.

“This budget is not a final
budget. This is a hearing to
talk about what our projec-
tions are,” Rickson said, not-
ing the schools are operating
with “preliminary” figures
while the town sorts through

months of backlogged finan-
cial work.

Using the state’s Chapter
70 aid projections and con-
servative assumptions about
the town’s contribution,
Rickson said the district’s
FY27 operating budget of
about $12 million is current-
ly short by nearly $848,000,
even after accounting for
grants, school choice reve-
nue and other offsets.

The School Committee’s
initial budget request to the
town represents a 2.11% in-
crease over the current year,
roughly $336,000, a figure
Rickson argued is modest
compared to neighboring
districts contemplating far
larger overrides and cuts.

Even with that restrained
request, however, the dis-
trict is squeezed by what
officials described as struc-
tural state-level problems:
slow-growing Chapter 70
aid for “minimum aid” dis-
tricts like Granby and sharp
increases in required local
spending, health insurance
and out-of-district special
education tuition.

“The FY27 chapter 70
state funding increased by
less than a percent but re-
quired local spending in-
creased by 4.46%” Rickson
said. “The state funding for-
mula is not working for us.”

Health insurance alone
has become a major budget
driver.

“Our health insurance
cost increased dramatically
after the FY26 budget was
put in place last year, and
it will continue to go up,’
Rickson said, explaining that
the district assumed a 16%
rate increase when building
next year’s proposal.

Special education and
out-of-district placements,
whose tuition rates are set by
the state’s Operational Ser-
vices Division and can rise
mid-year, are another major
pressure point.

“We’re kind of at a loss
to some of these out-of-dis-
trict placements,” Rickson

Please see BUDGET, page 5

Tiger Tee-Off drives
community support for middle school traditions

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - A
new community fundraiser
is teeing up to make a lasting
impact on students at Michael
E. Smith Middle School, as
organizers prepare for the in-
augural Tiger Tee-Off at Or-
chards Golf Club on May 17.

The event, organized by
the school’s PTO,
aims to raise funds
to support two
longstanding
student experi-
ences: the sixth-
grade Cape Cod
Caper and the
eighth-grade trip to
Washington, D.C. For
organizer Danielle Jajko,
the idea behind the tourna-
ment grew from a desire to
preserve these traditions in
the face of rising costs.

“The idea for the Tiger Tee
Off came from a simple goal:
making sure that important
middle school traditions re-
main accessible to every stu-
dent,” Jajko said. “At Michael
E. Smith Middle School, the
Washington, D.C. trip for
eighth graders and the Cape
Cod Caper for sixth graders
are experiences students look
forward to for years. They’re
not just trips; they’re mean-
ingful learning opportuni-
ties that build independence,
strengthen friendships, and

Club.
connect classroom learning
to the real world.”

In recent years, the fi-
nancial burden associated
with these trips has increased,
while some traditional fund-
ing sources have diminished.
That combination made this
the right moment to launch a
new kind of fundraiser.

“Over the past few years,
the cost of these trips has con-
tinued to rise, and some of the
funding that once helped sup-
port them has been reduced,”
Jajko said. “As a PTO, we
wanted to find a creative way
to help offset those costs and
keep these traditions strong.

Launching the Tiger Tee Off
felt like the right step towards
bringing the community to-
gether for a fun event while
directly supporting students.”

Proceeds from the tourna-
ment will go directly toward
helping students participate
in both trips. The Cape Cod
Caper introduces sixth grad-
ers to marine science through
hands-on coastal exploration,
while the Washington trip
connects eighth graders with
the history and government
they study in class.

“Standing in places like
the Lincoln Memorial or see-
ing the Capitol in person cre-
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Michael E. Smith Middle School will soon be hosting a tee-off fundraiser at Orchards Golf

ates a powerful connection to
what they’ve been learning,”
Jajko said. “By helping offset
the cost of these trips, the Ti-
ger Tee Off helps ensure that
as many students as possible
can participate and benefit
from these experiences.”

The event itself is de-
signed to be as inclusive as
the cause it supports. Golf-
ers of all experience levels
are invited to participate in a
scramble-format tournament,
which emphasizes teamwork
and keeps the atmosphere re-
laxed.

Please see DRIVES, page 5

Ballot box to decide Select
Board race, fate of override

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY — The
South Hadley annual town
election is scheduled for
Apr. 14. Select Board can-
didates on the ballot include
reelection candidate Nicole
L. Casolari, Kevin Henessey,
David John King, and Pris-
cilla A. Marion. Candidates
for the School Committee
are Tracie Kennedy and
Nicholas Joseph Prentiss.

There are five unopposed
candidates in the race, with

Karen Walsh Pio being the
only ballot candidate for
the Board of Health, John
R. Hine for the Mincipal
Light Board, Kevin Edward
Taugher for the Board of
Assessors, David Penn So-
lender-Clark for the one-
year term position for the
Trustee Free Public Library,
as well as Diane V. Sup-
czak-Mulvaney for the Plan-
ning Board. All of them are
reelection candidates.
Richard S. Matteson
challenges reelection candi-
date John Edward Duda for

the Housing Authority ap-
pointment with Susan E-O
Crowther, David Charles
Morrell, and Gillian Marie
Woldorf seeking a three-year
term for the Trustee Free
Public Library position.

The biggest questions
on the ballot are regarding
a proposed override encap-
sulated in questions 1A and
1B. Question 1A asks if the
town of South Hadley should
be allowed to assess an ad-
ditional $9 million in real

Please see BALLOT, page 5

Wistariahurst Museum draws big crowd to sensory friendly egg hunt

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - This past
weekend, the Wistariahurst
Museum hosted its Third an-
nual ‘Sensory Friendly Eas-
ter Egg Hunt, which drew

more than 100 participants
on Saturday, Apr. 4.

Offering insight into how
the program came together
was Museum Director Me-
gan Seiler.

“So Museums aren’t al-
ways the most inclusive

spaces, and sometimes, par-
ents might be apprehensive
to bring their kids to a space
like this, and we understand
the community already does
a big egg hunt for the city,
but we then came to real-
ize that we have this space,

A group photo of all the event staff and volunteers.

where we can control the
noise, and all the stimuli, so
we opened up the Museum,
to offer this type of egg hunt,
which is geared towards be-
ing more inclusive, and have
more kids who don’t thrive
in that bigger environment,

Turley Photos by Brendan Rooney

and allow them to have a
great time here,” Seiler said.

She then pivoted to greet
some families, and that’s
when we watched and ob-
served the egg hunt.

Seiler explained to the
parents that each child would
either take the blue bunny
path, which meant staying
on the first floor, or the pink
path, which led upstairs to
the second floor. The kids
were then tasked with having
to find six eggs, one in each
room, and guiding them were
the different colored bunnies.
And if they ran into any trou-
ble, they were told to reach
out to a staff member or vol-
unteer wearing bunny ears,
who assisted the families.

“Once you gather 6 eggs,
then you and your family
are set to return to the lobby,
where you have the chance to
exchange your eggs for priz-
es, which include items such
as candy and fidget toys, and
anything you want,” Seiler
told the participants, as many

Please see HUNT, page 10

Legion

to host
Patriots Day
Ceremony

SOUTH HADLEY - On
Saturday, Apr. 18 at 11 a.m.,
the South Hadley American
Legion Post 260, in collab-
oration with the South Had-
ley Historical Commission,
will conduct a Patriots Day
program at the Old Burial
Ground, which is located in
the back of Evergreen Cem-
etery.

The event will include a
parade of flags, fife and drum
corps, musket demonstration,
veteran speakers, historical
presentations and a special
historical sign dedication
honoring South Hadley’s
hometown heroes of the Rev-
olutionary War. The ceremo-
ny will also include a rifle sa-
lute and the sounding of Taps,
honoring the lives and self-
less service of our local Patri-
ots who answered the alarm
beginning in April 1775 at
Lexington & Concord, and
their continued service in the
Revolutionary War insuring
the birth of our Nation.

There will be a special
tribute to a South Hadley
African American slave who
purchased his freedom to join
the fight for independence.
The public will be invited to
assist with the placement of
13 star “Betsy Ross Flags™ at
the gravesites of Revolution-
ary War veterans, and small
American flags will be avail-
able at no cost as we prepare
to celebrate America 250 this
July.

The entrance to Evergreen
Cemetery is on Rt. 47, below
the South Hadley Commons
and directly across from 25
Hadley Street, South Hadley,
Massachusetts

This is an all ages event,
and is rain or shine.
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Guided Vernal Pool Trek
at Lithia Sprmgs offered

SOUTH HADLEY - On
Saturday, April 25, from 10
am. to 12 noon the South
Hadley Bike/Walk Commit-
tee will host a guided Trek
at Lithia Springs Reservoir,
a beautiful natural area that
once provided water to the
town. The free, family-friend-
ly Trek will be led by Brad
Timm, a wildlife ecologist
and founder of the Northeast
Wildlife Team. Come explore
with Brad on a leisurely guid-
ed hike as we stop at several
vernal pools along the trek
and look and listen for frogs,
toads, salamanders, and much
more. For example, did you
know that some frogs pro-
duce their own anti-freeze,
that lots of salamanders can
regenerate their tail and entire
limbs, and that Blue Jay and
Bluebird feathers aren’t actu-
ally blue (they’re brown!).

Participants of all ages
and new Trekkers are wel-
comed. Please wear clothing
and footwear suitable for hik-
ing in wet and muddy areas.
Some free copies of A Field
Guide to the Animals of Ver-
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Granby Free Public Library
announces adult activities

Adult Book Group
Thursday, April 9, 6 p.m.

The book group will
be discussing All the Lit-
tle Bird Hearts by Viktoria
Lloyd-Barlow. Grab a copy
and join us! This group
meets on the second Thurs-
day of each month.

Urban
Sketching Techniques
Saturday, April 11, 11 a.m.

Join local artist Jaime
Bohorquez, for a two-hour
hands-on workshop on the
principles and techniques
of urban sketching. All skill
levels are welcome. All ma-
terials provided. Sign-up is
required. Lakes and Rivers
Talk: Using Barley Straw to
Nip Harmful Cyanobacteria
Blooms in the Bud!

A Local
Pilot Project
Thursday, April 23, 5:30 p.m.

Cyanobacteria are nor-

mal, essential components

of healthy ecosystems. But
when they grow explosively,
they can seriously disrupt
ecosystems, often releasing
potent toxins and causing
major adverse health effects.
HCBs are dramatically in-
creasing globally and local-
ly in the context of climate
change and excess nutrients
in both marine and freshwa-
ter bodies. Our local con-
sortium is now in its fifth
season of a project aimed
at preventing these harmful
blooms in selected Con-
necticut River watershed
ponds using barley straw.
Join Dr. Allison Ryan at the
Granby Free Public Library
to hear all about the project.
Tabletop Games
Club
Saturday, April 25

10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The Granby Library Ta-
bletop Games Club invites
players of all ages 8 and up

to gather and enjoy a vari-
ety of board, card, dice, tile,
and other in-person tabletop
games in a welcoming, so-
cial environment. This group
typically meets on the third
Saturday of each month.
Khnitting Group

Every Wednesday at 2 p.m.

Bring your latest project
and join us for conversation,
tips and tricks.

Friends of the Granby
Library Meeting
Thursday, April 16

4:30 p.m.

Love your Library?
Show your love by joining
the Friends of the Granby
Library! Join us for meet-
ings to see what’s new.

Upcoming Events:

Friends of the Granby
Library Annual Plant Sale —
Saturday, May 9 from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

Foraging Walk — Satur-
day. May 30 at 11 a.m.

Hazardous

Rotary Club announces

waste

nal Pools are available for -
Submitted photo

‘Eat Drink, and Be Holyoke’

participants from South Had-
ley Conservation. Brad’s new
book, America is Wild!, has
recently been published and
signed copies will be avail-
able for purchase ($20) at the
event.

Meet up at 9:30 a.m. in
the Hiker Parking Lot on
Ambherst Road (next door
to 502 Amherst Road), to
walk approximately a half a
mile down Pearl Street to the
end of Lithia Springs Road,

The South Hadley Bike/Walk Committee will host a Pool Trek

event on Apr. 25.

where the Gate 8 Trailhead
is located. We will wait at
Gate 8 until 10 a.m. to meet
any Trekkers who may have
parked elsewhere. Please try
to carpool as there is limit-
ed parking on Lithia Springs
Road and in the Hiker Park-
ing Lot on Ambherst Road.
Treks are subject to
change or cancellation due

to weather or ground condi-
tions. Please be sure to check
the Bike/Walk page on the
Town website for trail maps
and any cancellation notices
or other information: www.
southhadley.org/bikewalk.
Should there be a cancellation
decision, information will be
posted online by 8 p.m. the
night before the hike.

collection
May 9

SOUTH HADLEY -
On Saturday, May 9 from
9 a.m. to 12 noon, South
Hadley will hold its 2026
Household  Hazardous
Waste Day. To take part,
call 413-538-5030 ext.
6500 to register and get
details.

‘The Victorian Lady’ presents Fan Language event

HOLYOKE - Wistaria-
hurst Museum is excited to
welcome historic performer
Kandie Carle- The Victorian
Lady- for a presentation on
fan language in the Victori-
an era. This performance is
scheduled during the opening
reception of the exhibit Fans,
Fashion, and Feminism. This
exhibit showcases Wistari-
ahurst’s collection of hand
fans and garments from the
Victorian era to the early 20th
century. Carle’s performance
will add to the narrative of
this exhibit, showing visitors
the secret language of the
Victorian hand fan.

Kandie Carle has been
working in the theatre for over
35 years as an actress, dancer,
singer, and director, through-
out the US and abroad. She
has experience both on stage
and researching social histo-

ry and fashion. Ms. Carle is
based in East Haddam, CT,
and serves as the Producing
Artistic Director of the East
Haddam Stage Company.
She also tours throughout
the country as The Victorian
Lady.

Carle created The Victori-
an Lady to share her passion
for history, culture, and social
reflection. She has performed
at venues including histori-
cal societies throughout New
England and beyond, as well
as numerous house museums,
universities, libraries, church-
es, and many other public and
private organizations.

Her presentation is not a
fashion show; rather, Carle
dresses from corset to gloves,
in authentic as well as re-
production garments she has
made herself, taking her au-
dience on a journey of dis-
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Irish Pub donovanspub.com
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covery by using clothing and

accessories as a tool to re-
flect the era. During
her presentation at
Wistariahurst, she
will be dressed in
1890s Gilded Age
fashion.
Through-
out the pre-
sentation,
she will share
insights  into
the fashion,
lifestyle,
manners, and
etiquette  of
men, wom-
en, and
children.
The per-
formance
is full
of au-
dience !
interac-

tion and is geared
toward audience
members of all
ages.
Join The
Victorian Lady
at Wistariahurst
Museum on
Tuesday, Apr. 21
at 5:30 p.m. This
one-hour long perfor-
mance will occur during
the opening reception of
Fans, Fashion, and Fem-
inism. Visit Wistariahurst
before the performance
as early as 4:30 p.m.
to explore the exhibit.
This program is funded

in part by a grant from
'\ the Holyoke Local
Cultural Council, a
local agency which
is supported by the
Mass Cultural Coun-
cil, a state agency.

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation e Underground Utilities
Water e Sewer e Septic ® Drainage

Grading e Paving ® ADA Accessibility

HOLYOKE - The Holy-
oke Rotary Club has an-
nounced the date of the 2026
Eat, Drink, & Be Holyoke,
their premier tasting fund-
raiser and silent auction on
Thursday, April 30, 2026.
The event will take place
at the Holyoke Council on
Aging & Senior Center at
5:30pm and will include live
music performed by The
Earls & Pearls.

Eat, Drink, & Be Holyoke
will feature food prepared
by Amedeo's Restaurant &
Pizzeria, Day Brook Vil-
lage Senior Living, Holyoke
Hummus, Sweet Baby Rae's
Bakery, Rusty's Place, Choo
Choos, 110 Grill, Pic’s Pub
& Pizzeria, Daruma BBQ &
Sushi AYCE, and Hamel's
Creative Catering and Sum-
mit View Banquets. Bever-
age tastings will be provided
by Quality Beverage. Tasting
samples will include craft
beer, seltzers, and wine.

Tickets are $50 and can
be purchased at https:/
edbh2026.eventbrite.com.

Eat, Drink & Be Holy-
oke is generously sponsored
by Holyoke Medical Cen-
ter; anonymous donors; D
& S Plating Co.; Marcotte
Ford; Brunault, Proulx &
McGuiness; Greenfield and
Northampton  Cooperative
Bank; Meyers Brothers Ka-
licka, P.C.; The Dowd Agen-

cies, LLC; and The Greater
Holyoke YMCA.

The Holyoke Rotary
Club is still identifying ad-
ditional event sponsors, as
well as food vendors. Local
businesses interested in sup-
porting and collaborating
together with the Holyoke
Rotary Club for this event
are encouraged to visit www.
holyokerotary.com.

Proceeds will go towards
supporting Rotary projects,
mostly within the Holyoke
Rotary district of Holyoke,
South Hadley, and Granby,
Mass. Ongoing Holyoke
Rotary projects include pro-
viding several annual schol-
arships, providing food for
those in need through com-
munity collaborations, and
fostering community en-
gagement with free summer
concerts, as well as funding
international clean water ini-
tiatives.

Since 2008 the Holyoke
Rotary Club has raised over
$150,000 to fund various
projects, including the Mira-
cle League of Western Mas-
sachusetts Inclusive Play-
ground at Kennedy Field, the
media room at the Holyoke
Library, K-9 vests for the
Holyoke Police Department,
and literacy projects with
Kelly School and Holy-
oke Boys’ and Girls’ Club,
among others.

Relay For Life hosting
concert fundraiser Friday

BELCHERTOWN -
Quaboag Valley Relay for
Life will host a fundraiser to
“Scare Cancer Away” on Sat-
urday, Apr. 11 at 3 p.m. at the
Belchertown Untied Church
of Christ, 18 Park St. The
featured performer is Ray
Guillemette, Jr. the 10-time
international award-winning
Elvis tribute artist. The event

I being held to help cancer
patients, fund more research
to help with the government
cutbacks, and to honor those
we’ve lot too soon to cancer.
Tickets are $20 and are avail-
able at https://buccsangels.
ticketspice.com/rays-of-el-
vis-relay-fundraiser. Re-
freshments will be available
for purchase.

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Satur(!av, Satur(!av, Satun!av, Cell: (413) 519-0483 * Bus. (413) 532-3911
April April April
et | Den o A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
- - - = Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
) ﬁHls U oLy el =L www.albristolandsons.com ® South Hadley
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Student-led
homework help
now available

SOUTH HADLEY -
There is free help available
for all students in the South
Hadley Public Schools. Run
by students, Homework Hub
is extra help being offered
after school with all students
welcome. It takes place in the
South Hadley Public Library
in the Trustees Room.

The helpers will be avail-
able Apr. 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30
and additional sessions may

continue based on interest.
Sessions are from 3:30 to
5 p.m. and help offered in-
cludes: Homework help in all
subjects, one-on-one tutor-
ing, test and quiz preparation,
clear explanations and step-
by-step help.

A small registration form
is required and a QR code for
that can be obtained by con-
tacting  shhomeworkhub@
gmail.com.

Mail-in ballots,
absentee voting
now available

SOUTH HADLEY -
Ballots for the Apr. 14 Town
Election are in. In-per-
son absentee voting is
now available in the Town
Clerk’s office during regular
office hours. The last day
to vote in-person absentee
is Monday, Apr. 13, at 12
noon.

The Town Clerk’s office
has started to mail out bal-
lots. As applications come
in, ballots will be mailed out

to voters on a rolling basis.

There is still time to ap-
ply for a mail-in ballot. The
deadline is 5 p.m. on Tues-
day, Apr. 7. Apply online
here: https://www.sec.state.
ma.us/MaillnRequestWeb/
MaillnBallot.aspx

Please direct any ques-
tions, comments, or con-
cerns to the Town Clerk’s
office at 413-538-5030, ext.
6183 or elections@south-
hadleyma.gov.

TOWN Reminder
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Mt. Holyoke expands investment in
community with S3M commitment

SOUTH HADLEY -
Mount Holyoke College is
expanding its long-standing
investment in South Hadley
through a new multi-year
commitment exceeding $3
million to support shared
community priorities.

The ten-year commitment
includes $2.2 million in sup-
port for South Hadley schools
and its students that combines
direct financial contribu-
tions to South Hadley Public
Schools (SHPS) with schol-
arships for qualified South
Hadley students admitted to
the College, an annual finan-
cial and in-kind contribution
to the Michael E. Smith Mid-
dle School Washington, D.C.
trip, and $800,000 in addi-
tional support for Fire Dis-
trict 2.

The College will partner
with town and school district
leaders through a joint work-
ing group to combine finan-
cial investment with Mount
Holyoke student, faculty and
staff engagement to expand
academic and student-life
opportunities for students
in South Hadley’s public
schools. By strengthening the
experience of South Hadley
students, the initiative will
support student retention and
enrollment stability in SHPS,
which are key to the long-
term health of the school sys-
tem and the broader commu-
nity.

“These investments align
with our educational mis-
sion,” said Mount Holyoke
College President Danielle
R. Holley. “South Hadley’s
vitality is deeply connected
to the College’s own future.
This commitment reflects our
belief that strong schools and
a thriving community benefit
everyone.”

This expanded commit-
ment builds on the College’s
existing  contributions  to
South Hadley, which exceed
$1 million annually through
taxes, cash and in-kind do-
nations and other forms of
support. Mount Holyoke is
the town’s largest employer
and third-largest taxpayer. In
2023-2024, the College paid

A &\

$382,557 in property taxes
and sewer fees. The College
spends more than $5 million
each year with local vendors.

In addition to its financial
contributions, the College
provides broad community
access to campus resources
and programs. Public offer-
ings include lectures, con-
certs, performances, exhibi-
tions and athletic events, most
free of charge, as well as ac-
cess to the Williston Memori-
al Library and select athletic
facilities. The outdoor track
is also available to South
Hadley residents at designat-
ed times. Residents can find
these events and hours at both
the Mount Holyoke events
calendar at events.mtholyoke.

edu and at athletics.mtholy-
oke.edu.

The Talcott Greenhouse
and the Mount Holyoke Col-
lege Art Museum offer pro-
gramming for local residents
and schools, and the College
regularly partners with com-
munity organizations on ed-
ucational and cultural initia-
tives.

Mount Holyoke has also
supported local infrastruc-
ture and public safety invest-
ments, including a $400,000
contribution toward a new
ladder truck and ambulance
for both South Hadley Fire
District 1 and 2 respectively,
and $35,000 toward the River
to Range Trail Loop near the
Community Boat House.

Harmony House hosts All-You-Can-Eat Pizza fundraiser April 23 -

CHICOPEE - Local non-
profit Harmony House of
Western Massachusetts in-
vites the community to its
upcoming Pizza for a Purpose
fundraiser on Thursday, April
23 from 5 to 8 p.m. at View

Street Tavern, 92 View Street
in Chicopee.

This family-friendly event
will directly support Harmo-
ny House’s mission of pro-
viding a home with compas-
sionate end-of-life care and

companionship to hospice
patients in need. Guests can
enjoy all-you-can-eat pizza,
along with raffles, a cash bar
with local celebrity bartend-
ers, and a 50/50 drawing.
Tickets are $20 for adults,

401k, and health plan.

Now kug!

Advertising Sales

» Do you want to work in your
community helping local businesses
connect with their customers?

Turley Publications is a
locally owned family business, offers a
competitive commission structure,

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing,
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume

an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

» You must be a self-starter with
excellent communication and
organizational skills. Basic computer
skills are required. Previous print
sales experience is preferred

but we will train the right candidate.

Representative

» Do you want a career supporting
local journalism, which tells the
unique stories of our communities?

Turley®

Publications, Inc

$10 for children ages 3-17,
and free for children 2 and un-
der. Tickets can be purchased
at the door or online in ad-
vance. View Street Tavern is
generously donating the pizza
and space for this event, ensur-

ing that funds raised directly
support Harmony House and
its residents. Harmony House
is seeking additional sponsors
to help meet its fundraising
goal. Visit HarmonyHouse-
WMA.org/PizzaNight to

FUNDRAISER FOR

purchase tick-
ets, become
a sponsor, or

learn more

about the
event and the
nonprofit.

The Pan Mass Challenge
Ride for Cancer Research

Why I Ride ~ No One Does it Alone

pmc.org/PK0164

GANDUEISAMBUESAIE
ONE DAY ONLY

LARGE CANDLE (18 0Z)................ $10.00
MEDIUM CANDLE (14.4 0Z............. $5.00

HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS 2026-2027

Hadley Public Schools grades PK-12 is now accepting
School Choice Applications.

They can be found at www.hadleyschools.org.
The cut-off date for applications is April 15th.
Hadley Public Schools offers the following advantages:

HADLEY ELEMENTARY

o Small Class Sizes

o Art, Band, Chorus

o Tech & Makerspace Lab

» World Language Lab

« 7:30am Homework support (free)

o Afterschool Clubs: Newspaper,
Equestrian, Board Games

o Inclusive Special Ed Services
« New Playgrounds

« Project Lead the Way
distinguished school

HOPKINS ACADEMY

« Small Class Sizes

« Advanced Course Offerings

« AP, PLTW, Early College

« Career Pathways in:
Business & Finance, Clean Energy,
Manufacturing & Engineering,
Information Sciences, Social Assistance
& Health Care, Life Sciences

o Extracurricular Offerings: Athletics,
Band, Chorus, Drama, Equestrian,
Leadership

« Internships, Service Learning
« Travel Opportunities

*Open spots in grades K-2.
Limited spots grades 3-5.
Grade 6 closed.

Grades 7-12 open.

SMALL CANDLE (7.5 02)..................$3.00
MINI DIFFUSER .....oooeeeeeeeeeseeesseenees $2.00
CAR AIR FRESHENER (3 PACK)........$2.00
ALL OTHER ITEMS AS MARKED

\ Bl
KLEIN IND. i

317 MEADOW ST., CHICOPEE
LOADING DOCK #6

- e .

LOCATION:

S T AT W v e S i

SATURDAY, APRIL 11 ,- 2026

AI.I. SALES ARE CASH ONLY
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I will be 65 in October
and I am working full-
time. My goal is to work
until age 67, which is my
Full Retirement Age or
until age 70.

I heard I have to apply
for Medicare Part A only.
Is this true or will I be pe-
nalized? And do I have to
go to the Social Security
office to do this or can I
do it online? And then
will they be still giving me
my Medicare through the
next five years of working
or do I have to pay for
something? 1 will have
my own healthcare insur-
ance. Thank you for your
help.

Signed: Confused

Dear Confused:

There are two things
you should be aware of:

You do not need to
claim Social Security
benefits when you enroll
in Medicare

You do not need to en-
roll in Medicare at age 65
if you have “creditable”
healthcare coverage from
your employer, ‘“credit-
able” is a group plan with
at least 20 participants.

Thus, it is perfect-
ly okay for you to delay
taking your Social Secu-
rity benefits until age 67
(your SS full retirement
age) or even until age
70 when you will get
the maximum SS benefit
you are entitled to. And
if you now have “credit-
able” healthcare cover-
age from your employer,
you can delay enrolling
in Medicare until such
time as your employer’s
healthcare coverage ends.
When you stop working,
you will enter a Medi-
care Special Enrollment
Period, during which you
can enroll in Medicare
without incurring a Late
Enrollment Penalty.

Whenever you de-
cide to enroll in Medi-
care or Social Security,
you will not need to visit
your local SSA office to
do so. You can enroll in
Medicare either online at
www.ssa.gov/medicare/
sign-up or you can call
SSA at 1-800-772-1213
to make an appointment
to enroll in Medicare on
the telephone.

Similarly, when you
are ready to claim Social
Security, you can do so
online at www.ssa.gov/
apply or you can call
1-800-772-1213 to make
an appointment to apply
for SS over the phone.
To apply online, howev-
er, you should first create
your personal “my Social
Security” online account
at  www.ssa.gov/myac-
count.  Creating your
online SS account now
at age 65 will facilitate
later online enrollment
and will also provide you
with an estimate of your
SS benefit amounts at
various ages — €.g2., NOW
at age 65, at your FRA of
67 or at age 70. And that
should help you decide
when it is best for you to
claim Social Security.

I'll be 65 soon and am working.
Must | enroll in Medicare?

You should verify
with your employer’s
health insurance provid-
er that they don’t require
you to enroll in Medicare
at age 65. Most employer
plans don’t, but some do.

You don’t need to en-
roll in Medicare Part A
or Part B now as long as
your employer’s cover-
age is creditable. And it’s
okay to enroll in Medi-
care a couple of months
prior to your employer’s
creditable healthcare cov-
erage ending when you
stop working, requesting
that your Medicare cover-
age starts when your em-
ployer’s healthcare ends.
This will ensure that
there is no gap in your
healthcare coverage. If
your employer coverage
is creditable, you will not
suffer a Medicare Late
Enrollment Penalty for
enrolling after age 65.

If you claim Social
Security benefits at any
time prior to your FRA
and are still working, you
will be subject to Social
Security’s Annual Earn-
ings Test, which limits
how much you can earn
before they take away
some of your benefits.
The AET lasts until you
reach your FRA (67), af-
ter which you can earn as
much as you like without
your SS benefits being af-
fected.

Whenever you claim
your Social Security ben-
efits, you will be required
to take Medicare Part A,
which is coverage for
inpatient hospitalization
services. Medicare Part
A is free because you are
also eligible for Social
Security. But you don’t
need to enroll in Part A
at age 65 unless you also
claim Social Security.

Medicare Part B,
which is coverage for
outpatient healthcare ser-
vices (doctors, medical
tests, etc.), is optional if
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage as ex-
plained above. You do not
need to enroll in Medicare
Part B, for which there
is a monthly premium
of $202.90 in 2026 until
your employer’s credit-
able healthcare coverage
ends, even if you claim
Social Security earlier.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, Vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

Support
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Theinsand outs ' .
of forsythia

ach year as forsythia
Eburst into bloom, I am
reminded of my dad.

You see, this spring har-
binger always blooms right
around his birthday. This year
would’ve been a monumental
one, as he would have cele-
brated 100 years!

Although ~ most
landscape  profes-
sionals aren’t all
that fond of for-
sythia, it holds a
special place in my
heart. When it is in
full bloom our eyes
are lifted away from
the still drab lawn and
the bare borders to bask
at its branches of yellow flow-
ers.

If you are lucky enough
to have forsythia growing in
your yard, perhaps you will
find the following facts inter-
esting, straight from the ar-
chives.

Forsythia can be forced
into bloom indoors. While it is
a little late in the season to ful-
ly appreciate this technique, it
can easily be achieved now.

As long as temperatures
are above freezing, you can
harvest the branches. Simply
prepare them as you would
any other cut flower by re-
moving side shoots that would
be under water in the vase. Fill
the vase with hot water and
just prior to insertion recut the
end of the stem on a 45 degree
angle to expose as much sur-
face area as possible.

We use hot water because
it will move through the
plant’s vascular system quick-
ly, hydrating it fully.

Place the vase in indi-
rect, bright light, and change
the water a couple of times
a week. Expect blooms in
a matter of days this time of

year; if you harvest stems in
early March it will take a bit
longer to enjoy the flowers.
Forsythia buds are tender.
While the shrub itself is hardy
to Zone 4, the buds are reli-
ably hardy to only Zone 5.
: !]‘ *
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After an especially cold
winter you may see forsythia
in half-bloom! The tops of the
shrub may be devoid of blos-
soms, but the bottom chock-
full. This generally happens
because the lower portion of
the shrub was insulated under
a snow bank or leaf mound.

Likewise, the blossoms
are also tender — sometimes
reduced to mush the morning
after a hard freeze.

Forsythia  flowers are
borne on the previous year’s
wood. With that in mind,
prune as soon as possible after
flowering.

Simply cut the oldest
stems all the way down to
the ground. You can safely
remove up to one-third of the
bush in a single pruning ses-
sion. New growth will emerge
over the summer and provide
blossoms for next season.

While some books rec-
ommend cutting overgrown
forsythias down to the ground
completely, in my experi-
ence, this advice is drastic.
The plant will need a couple
of years to recover from that
approach.

April 10, 2026
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Some-
times you
see  for-
sythia  pruned
into balls or stiff hedges.
While some homeowners
consider this look appealing,
I like to see the bush a little
less tame. It’s also hard
to guarantee flowers
throughout such a man-
icured shape; some-
times part will bloom
and the rest will be just

foliage. Kind of a weird
look.

Propagating forsythias is
easy! Do you want more of a
good thing? Try layering your
forsythias. Take a long, pli-
able branch and bend it to the
ground a foot or so from the
main plant. Cover the bend
with soil and secure it with a
brick or heavy stone. In a few
months’ time it will root, and
by the following spring the
new plant can easily be sepa-
rated from its mother.

Forsythia is easily grown.
Perhaps this is why we see so
many forsythias in the land-
scape.

While it will undoubtedly
bloom best in full sun, once es-
tablished, it can tolerate all but
the driest of soils and adapts to
a range in pH. Also, it is both-
ered by few pests or diseases.

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School
of Agriculture at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts. For the
last 34 years, she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

March 28, my first sight-

ing of 2026.

The Eastern Phoebe is a
plump songbird with a me-
dium-length tail. It
appears large-head-
ed for a bird of its
size. The head of-
ten appears flat on
top, but phoebes
sometimes  raise
the feathers up into
a peak. Like most
small flycatchers,
they have short, thin bills
used for catching insects. The
Eastern Phoebe slightly larger
than a tufted titmouse.

The Eastern Phoebe is
brownish-gray above and off-
white below, with a dusky
wash to the sides of the
breast. The head is typically
the darkest part of the upper
parts. Birds in fresh fall plum-
age show faint yellow on the
belly and whitish edging on
the folded wing feathers.

The Eastern Phoebe gen-
erally perches low in trees
or on fence lines. Phoebes
are very active, making short
flights to capture insects and
very often returning to the
same perch. They make sharp
“peep” calls in addition to
their familiar “Phoebe” vo-
calizations. When perched,
Eastern Phoebes wag their
tails down and up frequently.

These birds favor open
woods such as yards, parks,
woodlands and woodland
edges. Phoebes usually breed
around buildings or bridges
on which they construct their
nests under the protection of
an eave or ledge.

Bring in bird feeders

The Allen Bird Club of
Springfield reminds area res-
idents that early spring means
hungry bears. If people en-
joy feeding birds during the
winter, it’s now time to bring
feeders in at night or to put
them away entirely until next
December. Black bears have
an excellent memory and will
return to feeders where they
find easy meals. When that
happens, bears can become
a nuisance. FYI, over 50
million Americans purchase
more than one billion pounds

Isaw an Eastern Phoebe on

of bird seed and suet annually.
An excellent way to feed

birds year-round is by

planting native fruit
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Eastern Phoebe

and seed bearing plants that
provide food for wildlife. The
Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s
new citizen science initiative,
Garden for Birds, offers re-
gionally-tailored tips on the
best plants to choose to help
struggling wildlife to thrive.
This program is free and par-
ticipation can be cancelled at
any time. Information on how
to turn a yard into a bird-sup-
porting habitat can be found
by visiting gardenforbirds.
org.

Common mergansers

My husband and I saw the
male and female Common
Merganser diving in cedar
Lake Sturbridge in between
the ice on Thursday, March
19. They were beautiful.

Brimfield birds

I received an email from
a Brimfield resident. He said,
“In my last email I had report-
ed a broad-winged hawk seen
in the yard. I later was look-
ing at some photographs I had
taken of the bird and discov-
ered I was wrong, the bird
was a red-shouldered hawk.
Also it would have been very
early for a broad-wing.”

He saw crows, blue jays

CKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

and a red-shouldered hawk
on his trail camera as well as
raccoons and an opossum.
He also has eight
goldfinch  visiting
regularly. He said,
“For most of the
winter we have
only seen one or
two at the feeders.
One was starting to
show some yellow
plumage.”
He puts out a
coffee can of whole
peanuts every day in
a tray. He said, “Blue
jays, titmice and an occa-
sional red-bellied woodpeck-
er take the peanuts that are
usually gone within a couple
of hours. Lately the peanuts
have been lasting two or three
days and I haven’t seen any
blue jays.” He also noted it
is “A sign of spring, the chip-
munks are out and about and
the daffodil leaves have start-
ed to emerge, hooray.”
Goldfinches
I received an email from
a Worthington resident. He
said, “Around mid-February
each year my bird feeders are
inundated by a flock or maybe
flocks of goldfinches in their
drab winter colorations. It’s
amazing how many flit in and
out of my feeders. And, when
the goldfinches come, they are
joined by an equally large flock
of pine siskins. They must
travel together and they look
somewhat similar since the
goldfinches aren’t yet sport-
ing their bright yellow colors.
They usually hang around for
a month or so and then move
on further North.” He said,
“I enjoy watching them at the
feeders, the few who decide to
spend the summer in Western
Massachusetts.”
Bluebirds
I received an email from
a Hampden resident, who
shared video from a blink
camera she installed inside
her bluebird house in 2025.
She placed the camera in the
birdhouse to keep track of ac-
tivity and this resulted in two
broods of bluebirds success-
fully hatching and fledging

Please see BIRDS, page 6

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated  allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a phato. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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DRIVES from page 1

“One of the reasons we
chose a scramble format is
because it allows golfers of
all skill levels to participate
comfortably,” Jajko ex-
plained. “Whether someone
plays every weekend or is
picking up clubs for the first
time, the focus is on having
fun and supporting the stu-
dents at MESMS.”

Beyond the course, at-
tendees can expect dinner,
raffle prizes, and opportu-
nities to connect with fel-
low community members.

Organizers are also encour-
aging local businesses and
residents to get involved
through sponsorships, do-
nations, and volunteering.

“Events like this work
best when the entire com-
munity feels part of the ef-
fort, and we’ve been fortu-
nate to see that enthusiasm
already,” Jajko said.

More than just a fund-
raiser, the Tiger Tee-Off
reflects a broader goal of
strengthening community
ties.

“Events like the Ti-
ger Tee Off remind us that
schools thrive when com-

TOWN Reminder

munities come together
around them,” she said.
“Those connections are
what help make a school
feel like the center of a com-
munity.”

If successful, organizers
hope the event will become
an annual tradition, helping
sustain student travel oppor-
tunities for years to come.

“At the end of the day,
this event is really about
the students and making
sure they continue to have
opportunities that inspire
learning, build confidence,
and create lasting memo-
ries,” Jajko said.

BALLOT from page 1

estate and personal proper-
ty taxes for the purposes of
operating both the munici-
pal government and public
schools for the fiscal year
that begins on July 1, 2026.
Question 1B asks if the town
should be allowed to assess
an additional $11 million in
real estate and property tax-
es for the purposes of oper-
ating the municipal govern-
ment and public schools for
the fiscal year beginning on
July 1, 2026.

Proposition 2 Y2 limits
the amount of revenue a
city can raise from property
taxes every year to fund mu-
nicipal operations, which is
known as an annual levy
limit. The two questions
propose what is called an
override for $9 million and
$11 million respectively.
Overrides increase annual
levy limits through voter
approval, which becomes
part of the new base for cal-
culating future years’ levy
limits. The result is a per-
manent increase in taxing
authority.

The proposed increase
will keep the senior cen-
ter, the library, and the
schools operating at their
current  levels.  Further
details may be found at
https://www.mass.gov/doc/
proposition-2-12-ballot-
question-requirement-and-
procedure/download. There
has been much debate as
well a multiple letters to the
editor as part of the discus-
sion during the past several
weeks since the Represen-
tative Town Meeting ap-
proved sending the override
questions to the ballot.

BUDGET from page 1

said, because while they are
“truly in the best places for”
high-needs students, “what
they charge us for tuition
for the students is beyond
our control in many, many
cases.”

Despite those challeng-
es, administrators said they
have already implemented a
first round of cuts, trimming
athletics, technology, pro-
fessional development and
facilities spending to reduce
the deficit from roughly
$847,000 to about $594,000.

“We reduced our bud-
get with the first round of
budget cuts to $253,000 ...
we brought our deficit to
$594,000,” Rickson said,
but added, “We still have
another $594,000” to close.

)
COMING
SOON

Additional  reductions,
they warned, could mean
eliminating positions and
eroding services to a level
that jeopardizes the district’s
ability to meet required
“maintenance of effort” for
key federal grants like IDEA
and Title L.

“If we’re required to
eliminate the deficit, the
district may need to reduce
the budget by cutting staff,”
Rickson said. “Not what we
want to do, but it may be
something we have to do.”

School Committee mem-
bers and residents repeated-
ly situated Granby’s strug-
gles within a larger regional
picture, pointing to South
Hadley and Belchertown,
where leaders are weighing
multimillion-dollar ~ over-
rides and deep cuts.

Rickson and committee

» Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.
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members said they plan to
continue pressing state law-
makers on revising the foun-
dation budget formula and
expanding rural aid, while
working with town lead-
ers to determine how much
above the state-required
minimum Granby can af-
ford to contribute. Histori-
cally, the town has provided
about $600,000 above its
minimum, but this draft uses
a $400,000 placeholder.
“There’s still a lot of
variables that we have to
consider.” Rickson said,
promising to update resi-
dents once firmer municipal
numbers arrive. “Our main
goal ... we want to maintain
the services we have for stu-
dents” she said, even as the
district confronts what she
called “some difficult deci-

sions” in the weeks ahead.

Page 5

Obituary <

Diane Pupek

Diane L. Pupek Opper,
56, of Belchertown, Massa-
chusetts, passed away trag-
ically on Friday, March 27,
2026.

Diane was born on Oc-
tober 13, 1969, in Norwalk,
Connecticut, the daughter of
Chester Pupek and Claire Ly-
siak Pupek.

She was predeceased by
her parents, as well as her
sisters, Fran Pryor and Donna
Pupek. Diane is survived by
her sister, Shirley Hensley;
her beloved niece, Denise
Kelly; her beloved nephews,
Alain and Scott Hensley; and
many aunts, uncles, and cous-
ins.

Diane grew up in South
Hadley, Massachusetts,
where she formed many life-
long friendships. Known to
many as “Di Di,” she brought
warmth, humor, and a little bit
of magic wherever she went.
She had a love for music
from an early age and played
the flute, piccolo, and oboe.
She attended Roger Williams
University in Bristol, Rhode
Island, where she earned a
degree in Marine Biology.

Diane  dedicated her
career to the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, where she
worked for 33 years as Chief
of the Division of Operations

purpose. She was
looking forward to
retiring this August
and beginning her
next chapter in her
happy place, The
Villages in Flor-
ida, a future she
had  thoughtfully
planned and deeply
anticipated. Diane
loved the sun - the
brighter and warmer, the bet-
ter - and she carried that same
brightness within her, along
with a love for a little “spar-
kle.”

Diane loved deeply - her
family, her friends, and life it-
self. She went out of her way
to make everyone around her
truly feel valued and special.
She believed in kismet and
the idea that certain moments
and connections were simply
meant to be. She loved sing-
ing and dancing to ‘70s and
‘80s music, especially Ozzy
Osbourne, and never turned
down a great espresso marti-
ni. She also had a way of add-
ing her own “zhuzh” to life,
bringing energy, humor, and
a little extra sparkle to every-
day moments.

Diane had an extraordi-
nary love for animals, both
through her work and in her
personal life. She believed

passion - even spi-
ders were gently
escorted  outside.
She had a special
place in her heart
for dogs, especial-
ly Rottweilers, and
spent years rescu-
ing and fostering
many who needed a
second chance.

She was a beau-
tiful soul, inside and out, with
a kind heart that touched
everyone who knew her. Al-
though taken from us too
early she will be profoundly
missed.

Calling hours will be held
on Monday, April 13 from 4
p.m. - 6 p.m. followed by a
Celebration of Life at 6:00pm
at the Beers & Story South
Hadley Funeral Home, 646
Newton Street, South Hadley,
MA.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in Diane’s
memory to causes close to
her heart, including Massa-
chusetts Rottweiler Rescue
(https://donate.rescueme.org/
rottweiler), The Monadnock
Humane Society (https://mo-
nadnockhumanesociety.org/)
or The Ding Darling Wildlife
Society https://dingdarling-
society.org/. For more infor-
mation visit www.beersand-

& Support, with passion and every creature deserved com-  story.com.
|
Town Reminder
OBITUARY POLICY DEATH NOTICE
Diane Pupek

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Died March 27, 2026
Services April 13, 2026
Beers & Story

South Hadley

Funeral Home

Visit us at

WWW.

PLACE YOUR AD IN NEW ENGLAND’S #1 SUMMER ACTIVITY GUIDE
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE (413) 283-8393

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
MAY 8, 2026

PUBLICATION DATE:
JUNE 2026

Distributed in ALL
12 Turley Community
Newspapers!

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL

JOURNALISTS

» Must be dependable,

professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

« Salary based on

a flat rate by story and photo.

TurIe b

Publlcatlons IncC.

www.turley.com

Send writing
samples with
resume to:

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to:

gscibelli@turley.com

o
v—

—

-

=,
[ ]

LOCAL KETONE
PRONVIOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski
Save Up To 25% OFF

Retail Prices

ERVICE DIRECTOR

To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC .
All Types Of Electrical Work. .
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867

TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured
534-1002

@mn)

LOGRL
- BUSINESS
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Church
invites
kids to
art event

SOUTH HADLEY - A
community children’s art
event will take place on
Saturday, April 25 from
1 to 3 p.m. at the United
Methodist Church of South
Hadley, 30 Carew Street.

Children ages four to
12 are invited to partic-
ipate in making original
art. All art supplies will be
provided, and the theme is
Earth Day. Original art-
work may be dropped off
by those who cannot at-
tend. Drop off is also Sat-
urday, April 25, between 1
and 3 p.m.

All children must be
accompanied by an adult.

There will be refresh-
ments and more. An
awards and prizes event
will be held Saturday, May
1 - participants and public
are invited to view the art-
work on display.

Questions from the
public may be directed to
the Church at (413) 532-
0500. RSVP is appreciat-
ed but not required (ani-
taoeaster @ gmail.com).

The event is being
sponsored by the United
Women of Faith.

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

TOWN Reminder

April 10, 2026

HCC names Nicklin as provost and VP of academic affairs

HOLYOKE - Holy-
oke Community College is
pleased to announce that Jes-
sica M. Nicklin of West Hart-
ford, Conn, has accepted the
position of HCC provost and
vice president of academic
affairs.

Nicklin, Ph.D., present-
ly serves as associate pro-
vost for faculty affairs and
research and a professor of
psychology at the University
of Hartford, where she has
worked for nearly 17 years.

“Dr. Nicklin is a respect-
ed leader in higher education
and an organizational psy-
chologist, recognized for her
strategic vision, collaborative
leadership, and dedication
to student, faculty, and insti-

tutional success,” President
George Timmons said in an
announcement to the HCC
community. “She is a proud,
first-generation college grad-
uate, and her extensive experi-
ence in academic and student
affairs will be instrumental in
advancing our strategic plan
and enhancing HCC’s impact
in our community.”

Nicklin earned a bache-
lor’s degree in psychology as
well as a Ph.D. in industri-
al-organizational psychology
from the State University of
New York (SUNY) at Albany.

Soon after completing
her doctorate in 2009, she re-
ceived an academic appoint-
ment at the University of
Hartford as assistant profes-

sor of psychology.
Since then, she has
risen through the
academic ranks to
tenured professor,
while also taking
on administrative
responsibilities  as
program  director,
associate dean of
student  academic
services, associate
vice president for
student success, assistant pro-
vost for graduate studies and
research, and finally associate
provost for faculty affairs and
research, a position she as-
sumed in 2023.

Her role at HCC begins
July 1.

“This truly feels like the

Jessica M. Nicklin

perfect  oppor-
tunity,” Nicklin
said. “The shared
commitment to
both academic
and student af-
fairs is what ini-
tially drew me to
the position, and
as I've engaged
with the HCC
community, I've
been continually
impressed and inspired by
the unwavering focus on sup-
porting students. I'm excit-
ed to join the institution at a
moment of strategic planning
and forward momentum.”

A distinguished scholar
in  industrial-organizational
psychology, Nicklin’s re-

search focuses on workplace
motivation, the work-family
interface, and positive psy-
chology. She is a prolific
writer, consultant, and fre-
quent speaker and holds cer-
tifications in academic life
coaching.

She has received numer-
ous awards and honors rec-
ognizing her scholarship,
teaching, leadership, and ser-
vice. In 2018, her alma mater,
SUNY Albany, recognized
Nicklin with its Outstanding
Young Alumni Award.

Outside of work, she
enjoys spending time, par-
ticularly outdoors, with her
family: husband Chris, sons
Parker, 8, and Logan, 5, and
their beloved pup, Sadie, 12.

Holyoke Community College presents annual Student Art Show

HOLYOKE - The Taber
Art Gallery at Holyoke Com-
munity College and the HCC
Visual Art Department are
presenting the annual Student
Art Exhibition Monday, April
13, through Friday, May 1,
with a reception and awards

ceremony April 16 from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m. in the gallery.
The exhibition features
artwork created by HCC
students from more than 50
visual art classes during the
2025-2026 academic year, in-
cluding painting, two-dimen-

j 41

sional and three-dimensional
design, basic drawing, still
photography, ceramics, digi-
tal imaging and design, figure
drawing, animation, digital
photography, illustration, mo-
tion graphics, printmaking,
and typography.

HCC Student Art Exhibition in 2025.

Submitted photo

The exhibition reflects all
the artwork done in studio
classes during the academic
year. Faculty members select
the pieces and install them,
giving art students the op-
portunity to see their work
displayed in a professional
gallery.

The April 16 reception
also includes the Excellence
in Visual Art Awards presen-
tation, which recognizes the
best student artwork of the
year in various categories,
as selected by the visual art
faculty. Attendees are encour-
aged to dress creatively, as an
award will also be presented
for best costume.

“I’'m thrilled to welcome
the Holyoke community to
join us for the 2026 HCC
Student Art  Exhibition,”
said Taber Director Rachel

Rushing. “In particular, the
opening reception is always
a highlight of the year as
we celebrate the hard work
of the visual art classes and
announce the student award
winners.”

Student artwork will be
displayed in the Taber Art
Gallery, as well as in the dis-
play cases outside the HCC
Library, along the third-floor
corridor of the Fine and Per-
forming Arts Building, and
in the Media Arts Center on
the third floor of the Campus
Center.

The Taber Art Gallery, lo-
cated off the lobby of the HCC
Library on the second floor of
the HCC Donahue Building,
is free and open to the public
Monday through Thursday, 9
am. to 5 p.m. during regular
school sessions.

BIRDS from page 4

a total of eight young. She
said, “The camera helped to
keep the sparrows from es-
tablishing a nest and gave us
close ups of the bluebird fam-
ilies.” She also said, “Once
September rolled around, it
was time to clean and sani-
tize the birdhouse. However,
a downy woodpecker found
it was a fine place to spend
the night. He has continued
arriving at sundown and leav-
ing at sunrise the next day.
The bluebirds sometimes
stop by during the day possi-

bly checking it out for their
future nest.” She said, “Our
hope is the bluebirds return
this spring and don’t have is-
sues with the woodpecker as
well as the sparrows.”

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005. The Palm-
er office has a new phone
system and I will be getting
an extension where messages
may be left. I will publish the
number as soon as it is set up.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

TO

Culinary Arts program hosting open house, tasting

HOLYOKE — Holyoke
Community College will
host an open house and free
community tasting event
on Wednesday, April 15,
from 4 to 6 p.m. at the HCC
MGM Culinary Arts Insti-
tute, 164 Race St.

Visitors will be able tour
the state-of-the-art kitchens
at the college’s culinary
arts facility, sample dishes
prepared by culinary arts
students and faculty, learn

$9 MILLION

$11 MILLION

Vote NO On
Questions 1A & 1B

APRIL 14

South Hadley High School

PAID FOR BY THE ALLIANCE FOR FAIR TAXES

about the college’s culinary
arts certificate and associate
degree programs, noncredit
job training and person-
al enrichment classes, and
play Food Bash Bingo for a
chance to win prizes.
Visitors will have the
opportunity to talk to rep-
resentatives from HCC
programs including: Ad-
missions, Marieb Adult
Learner Success Center,
HCC Foundation, Alumni

Relations, Thrive Center
and Food Pantry, El Centro,
ALANA Men in Motion,
and Jumpstart, as well as
personnel from area com-
munity groups, including
Tech Foundry/Tech Hub,
United Way, Alzheimer’s
Organization, and Holyoke
Medical Center.

Staff from the HCC Ad-
missions office will also
be on hand to discuss en-
rollment options, including

MassEducate and MassRe-
connect, the state programs
for free community college.

The HCC MGM Cu-
linary Arts Institute is
equipped with four modern
kitchens, a bakery, hotel
lab, and student-run dining
room.

For more information
about HCC’s Culinary Arts
program, please visit hcc.
edu/culinary or send an
email to CAI@hcc.edu.

ALZFiredU

LIVING WELL WITH A

The unstoppable nature of Early-Onset Alzheimer’s
Disease and one man’s quest to outpace it!

April 28"
6:00p

Sean Terwilliger, a former
technology leader and teacher will
share his own inspiring story
about how being diagnosed with
Alzheimer's led to writing,
advocacy and a sense of purpose.

S“? to hear this inspiring journey!
W2(413) 530-5916

929 Memorial Dr Chicopee MA

BﬁHMERS

we Arbors

Assisted Living Residential Communities

At Chicopee

Learn about how experiences with
clinical trials, newly approved
medications and lifestyle change
led to his belief that he could
outpace the progression of the

. FREE Event &
~ Chef Prepared Refreshments

disease!

.
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Busy start for T|gers softball

L

-

Corrine
Charlebois
fields a
ground ball.

SOUTH HADLEY - It’s a little more
than a week into the regular season, but
South Hadley High School softball has al-
ready played six games. The Tigers have won
four and lost two, defeating West Springfield,
Westfield Tech, Franklin Tech, and Hopkins
Academy. Turners Falls and Greenfield have
handed the Tigers defeats. The Tigers have
shown the ability to generate offense, but
have given up their share of runs as well. The
Tigers will next be in action on Tuesday, Apr.
14 at Minnechaug at 4:30 p.m.

Grace Matyszweski sends a soft grounder to third.
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Samantha
Laflesh -
delivers a
pitch.
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Violet Garillon fouls off a pitch. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli  Leah Denison heads for first base after making contact. P ‘,,",_‘ Y e e

Granby gets third win of season

GRANBY - Last Wednes-
day, Ludlow High School boys
volleyball engaged in three
tough battles with Granby, but
the Rams pulled away in the
third set, and then had a decid-
ed advantage in the fourth set,
winning 25-16 and taking the

match 3-1 over the Lions. Lud-
low fell to 0-2 on the season.
Granby improved to 3-1, with
12 kills from Braeden Galla-
gher and 11 kills from Jake
Gagnon, who also achieved 16
assists, including the 1,000th
for his career.

Vitaly Gavel gets a bump from the back line.

Jake Gagnon gets a set.

Durant Garden makes a serve.
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Richard Sweet sends a hit over the net. Nathan Walsh sends a hit over the net.

Tigers rise above
.500 with pair of wins

SOUTH HAD-
LEY - During the past
week, the South Hadley
High School baseball
team turned their record
around with a 2-0 win
over Mt. Greylock fol-
lowed by a 13-3 win over
Northampton on Tuesday
afternoon. South Hadley
is now 3-2 on the season.

A six-run fifth inning
would help lead South
Hadley finish off their
matchup with Northamp-
ton in five innings by

the mercy rul. Lincoln
Belsky had two hits and
three RBI while he also
scored two runs. Noah
Carillon had two hits and
three runs scored.

On the mound, Mat-
thew Butler went five
innings, allowing three
runs on six hits. He
walked one and struck
out one.

Coming up, the Ti-
gers will face Easthamp-
ton at home at 4 p.m. on
Monday, Apr. 13.
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April 10, 2026

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD ALWAYS BUYING

ALL ANTIQUES:

FIREWOOD QUES
Fresh cut & split $225.00 Musical instruments, guitars,

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products

horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,

(413)477-0083 audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.
WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools OPPORTUNITY
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
Sporo Cards BUSINESS FOR SALE
« Antiques & Collectibiles. BIOLINKS OF
Much, much more! NEW ENGLAND
Call/Text Sam : .
413-531-5381 Grease trap pumping business.

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED. FAURRAN‘I"Il"lm(E
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, REMOVAL

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.

CLASSIFIED We load it & take it.
DEADLINES 413-531-1936
FRIDAY AT NOON CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x¥xxxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.

Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868. HOME
DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL- IMPROVEMENT
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
CHAMELEON
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL HANDY- || PAINTING & REMODELING
MAN SERVICES. No job too small. Call
for all your household and property mainte- INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
nance needs. 413-563-6993. Remodel i n g &
Deck Specialists
ELECTRICIAN o .
Residential/Commercial
Iloﬁer good quality glectrical work, no Fu/ly Insured e Free Estimates
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured. - -
Master Elec. #20773A. 41 3 35 1 1 1 47

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
4 N

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

-—J’@'zjs om
TAX TIME | __

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.

AUTHORIZED

Call For An
Appointment

PROVIDER

For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

FAS T F7AA L7543
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
413-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

’ 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

il
BBB
=3

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOUSE CLEANING

Trusted HOUSE CLEANING
in Wilbraham.
10+ years experience, references available.
Reliable, detail-oriented service. Free esti-
mates. Call/Text [Livea/ 508.371-5445]
today!

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

BOATS

17’ STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT.
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor.
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000.
Verne, 413-539-8246.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING
FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and
product manufacturing positions. Duties
include assisting with plant care, trimming,
cleaning, product manufacturing and other

general tasks within the facility.

Start Date: Within the next few weeks to
months

Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21
or older and eligible to work in the United
States. Background checks are required
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email
holyokewilds9@gmail.com
with their contact information
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive
consideration for employment without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin,
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.
For a full job description, please visit
www.norcrosswildlife.org
or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting
in landscape maintenance and installation
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape,
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No

pets. Call 413-789-6206.

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
; o Quabbin ——
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation: *
9 10 11 12 ““““ ES
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
Suburban
21 Base Price | 22 Base Price | 23 Base Price | 24 Base Price RESidentiaI
$26.50 $27.00 $27.50 $28.00 leCU /a l‘/on
. 59,000
= | 28 | 27 | 28 weria| | Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
2 s 30 ] | 32 B
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 Pestmaey | 34 Bt | 39 P aey| 36 %ie| for 20 words plus 50¢ for e
each additional word.
37 B gsaco | 38 Beseiusa| 39 Bastssco| 40 B gab.00
Name: Phone:
GREAT VALUE!
Town: State: Zip: "
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ ALL 3 ZO N ES N OW FO R
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover d Cash 1 Check# '
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv THE PRlCE OF ONE'
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

LAND WANTED

Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 |
founder@rainbow-meadow.org
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TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY 2016 Toyota Camry 1999 Mercury Sable 2008 Hyundai SONATA 2004 Honda Civic 2007 Infiniti G35
PLANNING BOARD VIN: 4T4BF1FK3GR523247 VIN: IMEFM53S3XG654676 VIN: SNPET46C38H322474 VIN: 2HGES15114H523179 VIN: INKBV61FX7M801312
NOTICE OF HYBRID Alexander Wirtes Denis Veazie Savanah Ortiz Alexander Depaz Robert Saltus
PUBLIC HEARING 422 Church St. #2 3 Myrtle St. 257 Essex St., Apt. 8 3 Elm Ln. 1142 State St.
460 Newton Street — N. Adams, MA 01247 Adams, MA 01220 Holyoke, MA 01040 Whitinsville, MA 01588 Springfield, MA 01109
Th:})slgsgfnpagl;:r‘g \I;I’ﬁ holg 2008 Hyundai SONATA 2014 Subaru Forester 2011 Nissan Maxima 2006 Honda Odyssey 2012 Mazda Mazda3
. ng bod . SNPEU46FX8H365412 VIN: JF2SJAHC1EH557102 VIN: IN4AASAPS8BC843347 VIN: 5SFNRL38686B116128 VIN: IMIBL1V89C1589195
a hybrid public hearing on April Sarah McNamee Crystal Fulbright Marisabelle Hernandez Hector Perez Soto Jessica Rosa
27,2026 at 6:30 p.m. to consider y & . .
e . . 10 Laurel Dr. 256 State St., Apt. D 119 Fiberloid St. 9 Nelson Ave., Apt .3 117 Conz St., Apt. 301
applications for Site Plan Review . o ‘MA 01082 Northampton, MA 01060 Indian Orchard, MA 01151 Springfield, MA 01109 Northampton, MA 01060
a filed by Kemp Realty LLC for
development of a 9-space park- 2014 Nissan Sentra 2019 Ford Explorer 2009 Nissan Altima 2008 Honda Accord 2016 Infiniti Q50

ing lot located at 460 Newton
Street, Map 28 Parcels 269 and
314. This application is being
filed pursuant to South Hadley
Zoning Bylaw Chapter 255 Arti-
cle XII (Site Plan Review); 255-
86 (Parking Requirements); and
the Zoning Use and Dimensional
Regulation Schedules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/87613120497?pwd=
bxIXpAXGvli[jDGhVMobae
JoduuRYT.1

Or join by phone: +1 312
626 6799 Webinar ID: 876 1312
0497 Passcode: 069571

The subject property includes
an existing office building — Pet-
tengill Insurance Agency and
formerly TD Bank - and is locat-
ed within the Business A zoning
district. The new parking spaces
are proposed to be located on the
western portion of the site.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6) in
Town Hall and is posted at www.
southhadley.org on the Planning
Department page under ‘Permit
Applications’- ‘Site Plan Re-
view’ under section ‘Newton
Street (460) - 9 Space Parking
Lot’ or can be viewed at: https://
www.southhadley.org/1179/Site-
Plan-Review. Any person inter-
ested in, or wishing to be heard,
should appear/join the hearing at
the time and in the manner des-
ignated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board
04/10, 04/17/2026

Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under
G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by
Hampshire Towing, 650 New
Ludlow Rd., South Hadley, MA
01075, pursuant to the provisions
of G.L. C. 255, Section 39A, that
a SEALED BID auction OPEN
TO LICENSED DEALERS
ONLY with bids due Monday,
April 13,2026 at 9 a.m. Vehicles
can be viewed BY APPOINT-
MENT ONLY by calling 413-
534-5373.

2003 GMC Sonoma

VIN: 1GTDT19X038265389
Gerardo Rodriguez

212 Pearl St., Apt. 1L
Springfield, MA 01105

2008 Chevrolet HHR

VIN: 3GNDA23DX8S605017
Magda Miranda

1466 Dwight St.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2007 Toyota Avalon

VIN: 4T1BK36B37U208059
Inayea Concepcion

131 Carver St., Apt. 2
Springfield, MA 01108

2019 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1AB7AP4KY363349
Eileen Castle

PO Box 498

Haydenville, MA 01039

2019 Znen ZN50Q
VIN: LSYTCKPV1K1115956
Owner Unknown

2017 Kia Sorento

VIN: 5XYPGDA57HG280159
Larry Ramirez Ferrer

179 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01109

2016 Dodge Dart

VIN: 1C3CDFFA2GD822214
Community Transportation
Services Inc

288 Verge St.

Springfield, MA 01129

2011 Hyundai SONATA
VIN: SNPEB4AC6BH017391
David Pabon

513 1/2 Armory St.
Springfield, MA 01104

2008 Volkswagen GLI

VIN: 3VWBJ71K68M033363
National Title Exchange Llc
501 N. Sanders St., Ste. 204
Helena MT 59601

2012 Kia Optima

VIN: 5XXGM4A7XCG074583
Daniel Rodriguez

254 Union St., Apt. 1B
Springfield, MA 01105

VIN: 3N1AB7AP9EL632446
Virginia Frasson

67 Shattuck St.

Springfield, MA 01109

2006 Mercury Milan

VIN: 3MEFMO07186R648321
Heriberto Ortiz Santos

59 Clyde St.

Springfield, MA 01107

2025 Jiajue JJ200T
LLPTGLHES8S1940003
Owner Unknown

2007 Toyota Camry

VIN: 4T1BE46K57U645770
Diana Perez Laguerre

215 E. Dwight St., Apt. 301
Holyoke, MA 01040

2010 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1AB6AP6AL673458
Jayson Perryman

127 Mill Ln.

Ambherst, MA 01002

2001 Volkswagen Cabrio

VIN: 3VWDC21V61M808606
Erryn Kimberley

225 White St.

Springfield, MA 01108

2011 Hyundai SONATA

VIN: SNPEC4AB2BH300892
Yediel Morales Tirado

529 S. Summer St., Apt 3L
Holyoke, MA 01040

2005 Ford F-250 Super Duty
VIN: 1IFTNF21565EC55689
Christopher Michael Sandaca
Krieger

177 Foster St., 2nd Fl
Meriden, CT 06451

2006 Nissan Murano

VIN: INBAZOSWS56W521521
Corey Taylor

182 Chapman S

Greenfield,. MA 01301

2012 Mercedes-Benz C-Class
VIN: WDDGF8BB1CR208520
Tyler Fernandez

54 Bridge St., Apt. D68

S. Hadley MA 01075

2006 Mitsubishi Galant
VIN: 4A3AB76S06E054441
Jan Bochenko

591 High St.

Holyok,e MA 01040

2017 Toyota Corolla

VIN: 2TIBURHEOHC835731
Damaris Del Carmen Arocho
9917 Hidden River Dr., Apt. 111
Orlando, FL 32829

2012 Nissan Rogue

VIN: INSASSMVICW396095
Wendy Ruiz

50 E. Juniper St., Apt. 410
Hazleton, PA 18201

2012 Ford Fusion

VIN: 3FAHPOHA1CR345608
Adianez Saez

18 Castle St.

Springfield, MA 01118

2002 Volvo S60

VIN: YVIRH58DX22198513
Breanna Brown

397 Oakland St., Apt. 2
Springfield, MA 01108

2009 Honda Odyssey

VIN: SFNRL38609B029523
Nicole Bouley

53 Orlando St.

Feeding Hills, MA 01030

2008 Mazda Mazda6

VIN: 1YVHP80C185M42642
Axel Alvarado

17 Cambridge St., F12
Springfield, MA 01109

2003 Honda Accord

VIN: IHGCM56613A127804
Eliana Ward

653 Ambherst Rd., Unit 3106
Sunderland, MA 01375

2007 Acura MDX

VIN: 2HNYD28297H523820
Kwamesha Kyles

76 Demond Ave. # House
Springfield, MA 01107

2017 Ford Focus

VIN: 1IFADP3K20HL271816
Anthony Rosario

50 Pioneer Way

Springfield MA 01119

2012 Kia Sorento
SXYKWDA2XCG274982
Deidre Gaj

175 Kendall St.

Granby, MA 01033

2009 Honda Fit

VIN: JHMGE88269C005119
Rachel Pelkey

26 High St.

Haydenville, MA 01039

2021 Big Tex Trailer

VIN: 16V3F3328M6002824
Jessica Gwozdz

58 Holbrook St.

N. Adams, MA 01247

VIN: 1IFM5K8DH8KGB52130
Catherine Lenora Heuer &
Kendall Rollines

111 W. Water St.

Slippery Rock, PA 16057

1998 Honda CR-V

VIN: JHLRD 1866 WC067884
Susan Quinby

27 West St.

Westborough, MA 01581

2013 Chevrolet Impala

VIN: 2GIWCS5E33D1142878
Luis Burgos

28 Brooks St.

Springfield MA 01109

2007 Nissan Versa

VIN: 3N1BC13E07L350323
Fahd Khazraj

24 Maple St., Apt. 24

S. Hadley, MA 01075

2000 Mercedes-Benz S-Class
VIN: WDBNG75J3YA116213
United Galaxy Inc.

700 Rte. 46 West

Little Falls, NJ 07424

2000 Jeep Grand Cherokee
VIN: 1J4GW48S7YC142294
Reagin Macronald

30 Park St., Apt. 3

Adams, MA 01220

2009 Saturn Outlook

VIN: 5GZER13D29J112949
Joseph Stanley

11 Fairlawn St.

South Hadley, MA 01075

1996 Ford Explorer

VIN: 1IFMDU35P3TUC95049
Andrew Woods

86 Lois St.

Springfield, MA 01109

2013 BMW X3

VIN: SUXWX9C59D0A 18666
Naga Bhadra Sriharsha Sharma
Sivadevuni

135 Birnie Ave.

W. Springfield, MA 01089

2010 BMW X5

VIN: SUXFFOC58ALT85290
Chanel Reedus

6212 Africa Rd.

Galena, OH 43021

2012 BMW X5

VIN: 5UXZV4C56CL747384
Ahmet Ademi

799 Silver St.

Agawam, MA 01001

2009 Ford Focus

VIN: 1IFAHP35N69W211708
Jessenia Roman

108 Commonwealth Ave.,
2nd F1

Springfield, MA 01108

1999 Toyota Tacoma

VIN: 4TANL42NXXZ497542
Aileen Dear

PO Box 56

Southampton, MA 01073

1998 Skamper 170X

VIN: 1SK11D175L17X4690
Marcie Whitman

9 Marcel St.

South Hadley, MA 01075

2008 Honda Civic

VIN: 2HGFA16898H500113
Elizabeth Mason

25 Sherwin St.

Ware, MA 01082

2012 Mazda Mazda5

VIN: IMICW2BL9C0121869
Savannah Richardson

286 Houghton St.

North Adams, MA 01247

2004 Mitsubishi Galant
VIN: 4A3AB36F34E122093
Molly Lyttle

140 Russell Rd.

Westfield, MA 01085

2009 Suzuki SX4 Crossover
VIN: JS2YB413596203673
Nenushka Colon

104 Hilton St.

Chicopee, MA 01020

2002 Chevrolet TrailBlazer
VIN: 1IGNDT13S322250990
Louis Lake

2443 Roosevelt Ave.
Springfield MA 01104

2002 Dodge Durango

VIN: 1B4HS48N32F203224
Cassandra Losaw

153 Beaver St., Apt. 1R

N. Adams MA 01247

2007 Chrysler Town & Country
VIN: 2A4GP54L27R160354
Robert Black

281 Chauncey Walker Lot 520K
Belchertown, MA 01007

2006 Ford Taurus

VIN: 1IFAHP53U86A117053
Jason Girard

12 North Rd.

Clifton, ME 04428

VIN: 1IN4AL24E39C113147
Jonas Aristil

18 Sumner Ave., Apt. 2L
Springfield, MA 01108

2019 Jeep Cherokee

VIN: 1C4PJMDX9KD135211
Kira Tillman

12 Grover St.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2000 Honda Civic

VIN: 2HGEJ6573YHS532959
Natasia Baer

30 Saint Jerome Ave., Apt. IR
Holyoke, MA 01040

2006 Chevrolet Equinox
VIN: 2CNDL73F766111237
Daniel Moffat

214 Pine St.

Holyoke, MA 01040

1996 Ford E-350

VIN: IFTJE34HITHA92460
Dominique Colbert

61 Judson St., Apt. 2

Fall River, MA 02721

2006 Honda Civic2HG
VIN: FA16866H528173
Michael Antony Sanabria
40 Norwich St., Apt. 3
Hartford, CT 06106

2014 Subaru Legacy

VIN: 4S3BMCH66E3018547
Brian Goss

48 Elm St.

Northampton, MA 01060

2006 Acura TL

VIN: 19UUA66226A021110
Zander Arroyo

40 Cass St., Apt. 102
Springfield, MA .01104

2014 Honda Civic

VIN: 2HGFB2F5XEH504854
Fathellah Elfahli

158 Bay Village Dr.
Rochester, NY 14609

2008 Nissan Altima

VIN: IN4AL21E48C258605
Gary Curtis

57 Colony Rd., Apt. 2B

W. Springfield, MA 01089

2012 GMC Terrain

VIN: 2GKFLREKO0C6153400
Malcolm Brace

51 Reed St.

Springfield, MA 01109

2016 Hyundai SONATA
VIN: 5SNPE34AF3GH379967
Dana Baker

6 Stanley St.

Easthampton, MA 01027

VIN: IHGCS12748A023523
Sheaquan Jacobs

40 Moulton St.

Springfield, MA 01118

2010 Infiniti G37

VIN: INICV6FE3AM350529
Erica Denise Bivens

3224 Sequoia Ave.

Baltimore, MD 21215

2009 Infiniti G37 Sedan

VIN: INKCV61FX9M363642
Frankie Harr

457 W. Plum St.

Tipp City, OH 45371

2004 Infiniti FX35

VIN: INRASO8W54X224093
Lumenie Paul

319 Billy Mitchell Ln.

Dover, DE 19901

2006 Honda Accord

VIN: ITHGCM55476A051476
Robert Morris

2 Scenic Cr.

Croton on Hudson, NY 10520

2010 Ford Focus

VIN: 1IFAHP3FNOAW 198926
Sharmila Pai

30 Aris Way

Milford, MA 01757

2009 Honda Odyssey

VIN: 5FENRL38729B009816
G Sanchezalcantardnv

24 Thoma Pl

Roosevelt, NY 11575

VIN: INICV7AR4GM250271
Jose Sanchez

270 E. Main St., Apt. 2L
Chicopee, MA 01020

2008 Volkswagen GTI

VIN: WVWHV71K48W 173994
Lounis Peter

1800 Massachusetts Ave., Apt 1
Cambridge, MA 02140

2009 Volkswagen Jetta

VIN: 3VWIJZ71K59M095035
Christopher Hayes

40 Folsom St.

N. Adams, MA 01247

2015 Infiniti Q40

VIN: INICV6ARXFM651431
Robert Victor Myers

2401 Christiana MDWS

Bear, DE 19701

2003 Subaru Legacy

VIN: 4S3BH635737309312
Shelby Davis Lane

294 US Route 5
Brattleboro, VT 05301

2001 Chevrolet Silverado
2500HD

VIN: 1GCHK29U11E242654
Matthew Boudreau

31 Burt St.

Adams, MA 01220

1995 Toyota Camry

VIN: 4T1SK12E9SU638675
Angela Rivera

121 N. Main St., Apt. K8
Belchertown, MA 01007
03/27, 04/03, 04/10/2026

buying or
selling,...

Whether you’re

wm' WIN!

413.283.8393 e~ classifieds@turiey.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

11. Frozen water
12. Small constellation

46. Sharp dueling sword
47. The supreme

217. Involve oneself deeply  65. No seats available

60 61 62
63 64 65
CLUES ACROSS 30. Immobile CLUES DOWN 29, Nowhere to be found
1. Health care pros 34. __pai dong: Hong 1. Alegally binding 31. A way to save for old
4. A person inhabiting Kong food stall command age
Benin 35. Move quickly on foot 2. General feeling of 32. Fall behind
7. One thousand cubic 36. Gathered discomfort 33. Midway between
feet (abbr.) 41. A way through 3. Dribble northeast and east
10. Split pulses 45, Another name for Thor 4. Soft touch 37. The work of a sailor

13. Perennial mountain commander of a fleet in space enthusiasm
rice 50. Seasoned sausages 7. Warm-blooded 40. Sticky situation
15. Pick up 54, Path vertebrates 41. Monetary units of Spain
16. Japanese historical 55. Christian hermit 8. Lines created by folding ~ 42. Three-banded armadillo
period 56. Ancient region of Asia 9. Strong belief 43. Chooses
19. Suggesting the horror Minor 13. Senior officer 44. More disreputable
of death and decay 57. Where wrestlers go 14, Adult 47. Defensive nuclear
21. Unattached to work 17. Joint entrance weapon
23. Fishing port in SE 59. Roman statesman examination in India 48. “The Partridge Family”
France 60. Explosive 18. Passports and drivers’ actress Susan
24. Products for dogs 61. Licensed for Wall licenses are two 49. Livestock owners assn.
25. One point south of Street 20. Those who go against in Spain
southeast 62. Where golfers start an accepted authority 51, Duplicating machine
26. Having the skill 63. Grow old 22. One point east of (abbr.)
or resources to do 64. Autonomic nervous northeast 52. 0J trial judge
something system 27. Journalist Tarbell 53. Politician

5. South American plant
6. Clouds of gas and dust

28. One’s mother (British)

38. Mark with striae
39. Energy, style and

58. Airborne (abbr.)
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Turley Photos by Brendan Rooney

Judith Koretz, Volunteer, and Megan Seiler,
Director of Wistariahurst Museum, at the
front desk, greeting guests.

Zina Tissi, Event Staff, and Volunteer Marie
Kulig get ready for the egg hunt to begin.

HUNT from page 1

continued to file in, one after

. . another.
Volunteer Matthew Sindell holding the Seiler then told us that

Follow the Pink Bunny trail on the 2nd floor. after prize redemption. switched things up and in-

corporated both its indoor
halls and outdoor spaces to
provide games and activities
for participants, which, as a
result, directed focus on gen-
tle exploration and comfort
to ensure all visitors felt wel-
comed.

It was also noted that the
museum continues to of-
fer its accessibility efforts,
as Seiler passed along that
the Museum hosts ‘Senso-
ry-Friendly Sunday Funday’
events once a month, which
are open to all.

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!
Cong ratulate YSURGraduate

> Class "{5 We are offering a great deal for youto
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE x

in your community graduation issue.

2x3 Black & White Grad Ad
Congratulations L@
Karly Smith! ‘? -
We ar%) B
very pyo). 4ot

you and your

N @ Submit a photo and a brief message. accomplishments.
= 7 Good luck
DEADLINE FOR MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: t Sprinefield
SUBMISSION MAY 15th SPEGI AL' Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 at springhe
= Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to College!
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: 355_00 Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, -
nbrady@turley.com Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV Love, Mom & Dad

Fv gl
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Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

[ ]
Crane
Service
[ ]

Storm
Damage

H
Stump
Grinding
H

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call today for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com

DL&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED




