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SOUTH HADLEY – Super-
intendent Mark McLaughlin and 
Assistant Superintendent Jen-
nifer Voyik gave a presentation 
during the School Committee 
meeting on April 4 to respond to 
concerns made during the public 
hearing on the school budget two 
weeks prior.

The presentation went over 
expected ratios between para-
professionals and students in the 
wake of proposed staff cuts, as 
well as to state that accusations 
of a bloated administration were 
unrealistic. Committee mem-
bers discussed how best to keep 
the public informed, with some 
members feeling more needed to 
be done while others felt there 
were plentiful resources already 
available.

McLaughlin began the sup-
plemental presentation by high-
lighting why he felt that giving it 
was necessary.

“Two weeks ago, we had a 

budget hearing at the town Se-
nior Center,” he said. “I must 
say that, in retrospect, I was in 
many ways taken aback by, not 
that there was comment, but at 
the tone of the comment, and the 
statements that were made that 
suggested things that were either 
really exaggerated or just not ac-
tually accurate.”

He continued, “I think the is-
sues that we have to face in our 
district are great enough that it 
warrants a closer look at what 
this FY25 budget (for the 2024-
2025 school year) proposes, and 
what it’s based upon.”

McLaughlin did make clear 
that he did not have any issue 
with the act of debating these 
important issues, and in fact wel-
comed discussion.

“I think that I have said on 
many occasions that I love de-
bate,” he said. “I expect de-
bate…But I do not apologize for 
resisting debate that is based on 
misstated facts and dramatic ex-
aggerations to prove some sort 
of point. I don’t tolerate that.”

McLaughlin outlined early in 

the presentation the specific con-
cerns he wanted to address that 
night. Concerns that he listed 
included perceived lack of prior 
planning and public dialogue, 
fears over services and programs 
being cut as a result of staff re-
ductions, and the accusation that 
the district administration was 
“top heavy.”

This last claim was one 
that McLaughlin and Voyik 
addressed strongly during the 

meeting.
“Of all the things that really 

surprised me in their vehemence 
on that night, the idea that an 
individual with considerable 
authority in the district would 
stand at a microphone and name 
a position for cutting really does 
not advance our cause,” he said. 
This comment was made in ref-
erence to South Hadley Educa-
tion Association President Amy 
Foley’s suggestion during the 
public budget hearing that the 
position of Assistant Director of 
Student Services be eliminated.

“That was a, one could say 
almost a humiliating experience 
for the person — there is only 
one person in that particular po-
sition,” he said. “And this had 
not been shared with me prior.”

As a response to concerns 
about insufficient planning in 
the budgeting process, Voyik 
outlined how the district admin-
istration had begun the process 
of discussing the next budget in 
September, with initial budget 
requests sent out to all schools 
and departments in October. 

She also specified that the 
Governor’s budget is not re-
leased until January, after which 
point members of the adminis-
tration have a better idea of how 
much aid funding the district 
will be receiving from the state.

“It’s usually the third week 
of January, and that’s where we 
have an idea of where our Chap-
ter 70 funds are going to fall,” 
she said, referring to state aid 
funding. “That gives us a better 
idea, in continued discussions 
with town administration, about 
what they’re seeing on the town 
side and what the town can af-
ford for the schools.”

She then detailed how there 
are public discussions of the an-
ticipated budget at School Com-
mittee meetings in February be-
fore the public presentation and 
hearing are held in March. She 
also explained that further meet-
ings with the School Committee 
and Appropriations Committee 
take place before the proposed 
budget is ultimately voted on at 

School administration addresses public concerns

TRACKS THE ECLIPSE

This past Monday, Town Reminder staff writer Nick Boonstra traveled to Lake Champlain 
in Burlington, Vermont to witness the total solar eclipse in the path of totality. 

Town Reminder

“But I do not apologize 
for resisting debate 
that is based on mis-
stated facts and dra-
matic exaggerations 
to prove some sort of 
point. I don’t tolerate 
that.”

MARK McLAUGLIN,
Superintendent

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – 
State Rep. Aaron Saunders 
(D-Belchertown) spoke at a 
meeting of the Friends of Quab-
bin on April 7, to promote a bill 
that aims to improve regional 
equity for the communities that 
host the Quabbin Reservoir.

House Bill 897, also known 
as An Act Relative to the Quab-
bin Watershed and Regional Eq-
uity, would create a trust fund 
to benefit Quabbin Reservoir 
Watershed Communities, which 
would be funded by a fee based 
on the amount of water used by 
supplied municipalities. 

Rep. Aaron Saunders speaks 
about need for Quabbin bill

Views of the total eclipse 
from Burlington, Vermont. 
The red dots visible 
around the Moon are solar 
prominences that formed 
in the Sun’s corona.

A view of Lake Champlain during the 
time the eclipse was still partial.

Turley Photos by Nick Boonstra

Turley photo by Nick Boonstra
State Rep. Aaron Saunders 
spoke at a meeting of the 
Friends of Quabbin held at the 
Belchertown United Church of 
Christ Fellowship Hal.

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY — 
Town Administrator Lisa 
Wong outlined her thoughts 
around the town’s budget at a 
meeting of the Appropriations 
Committee on Wednesday, 
April 4, devoting a significant 
amount of attention to the im-
pact that the ongoing wage and 
classification study will have 
on salaries and budgeting in 
town.

As part of her presentation, 
Wong also touched on her ex-
pectation for there to be a level 
of reorganization within cer-
tain departments, with the pri-
mary example being the com-
bination of two Senior Center 
director positions into a single 
Senior Service Coordinator. 
Members of the committee 
opted to take more time to re-
view budget items in-depth be-
fore voting to approve specific 
line items as presented.

Town Administrator 
discusses budget

Please see QUABBIN,  page 6
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Cooperative Bank A Division of Green�eld 
Cooperative BankCooperative Bank

NORTHAMPTONORTHAMPTONGREENFIELDREENFIELD

*Offer only available at our South Hadley branch location. Offer applicable to new and existing Greenfield Cooperative Bank 
loan or account holders, not a current loan or account holder? Choose any one of our product offerings. Only redeemable for 
new safe deposit box rentals. Important Notice Regarding Insurance and the Contents of the Safe Deposit Box: The lessor does 
not provide insurance coverage for the contents of your safe deposit box. The lessee, may at their expense, secure their own 
insurance. Offer is subject to change or end without notice. See bank for complete details.

Safeguard Your 
Valubles -
One Year  

Safe Deposit Box,  
On Us!

Feeling the need for extra security? At Northampton 
Cooperative Bank, a Division of Greenfield Cooperative 
Bank, we understand the importance of keeping your 
belongings safe.

That’s why we’re offering both new and existing 
customers the opportunity to rent a new safe deposit 
box, of any size, free* for one year at our South Hadley 
location!

Peace of mind: Know your valuables are protected  
in our state-of-the-art vault, secured 24/7.

Flexibility: Choose the size that best suits your needs, 
from important documents to precious keepsakes.

Convenience: Easy access to your safe deposit box 
during regular bank hours.

Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub
Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10pm; Fri. & Sat. 11am - Midnight; Sun. 11am - 8pm

Friday, 
April 12

Dee 
Reilly

Saturday, 
April 13

Corner 
Boys

Friday, 
April 19

Jim McArdle & 
Jerry Murphy

Saturday, 
April 20

The 
Healys

 

May The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world 
now, and forever. Sacred Heart of 
Jesus pray for us. St. Jude, worker 
of miracles, Helper of the Hopeless, 
pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times 
a day. By the 8th day your prayer 
will be answered. It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be 
promised.
Thank you St. Jude, for granting 
my petition. 

ST. JUDE’S 
NOVENA

CM

 

May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary be praised, 
adored and glorified every 
day throughout the world 

forever. Amen.
Say the above six times 

a day for nine days and 
remember to promise 
publication and your 
request will be granted 

no matter how 
impossible it seems.

CM

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

SOUTH HADLEY— Nor-
wottuck Chamber Concerts an-
nounces its upcoming concert 
“Fauré: 100 Years Later” as the 
concluding event of the 2023-
2024 concert series. The recital 
will take place on Sunday, April 
14, at 4 p.m., at All Saints’ Epis-
copal Church in South Hadley, 
Massachusetts.

The performance will feature 
Cinq mélodies de Venise for so-
prano and piano, the first Violin 
Sonata, and vocal selections by 
Fauré’s contemporaries: Saint-
Saëns, de Grandval, Chausson, 
Duparc, and Dubois, promis-
ing an enchanting afternoon of 
French musical exploration. The 
concert features soprano Mary 
Hubbell, pianist Jingjing Wan, 
and violinist Amanda Stenroos.

Mary Hubbell, acclaimed 
soprano and voice faculty mem-
ber at UMass Amherst, brings 
extensive experience in art song 
and chamber music to the stage. 
Her performances have graced 
prestigious venues such as Wei-
ll Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall 
and the Piccolo Spoleto Festival 

in Charleston, SC.
Pianist Jingjing Wan, recog-

nized for her virtuosity and mu-
sicality, has garnered accolades 
from competitions worldwide. 
She has performed as a soloist 
with Nanyang Academy of Fine 
Arts in Lee Foundation Theatre, 
Singapore Metropolitan Sym-
phony Orchestra at National 
University of Singapore, and 
Ann Arbor Symphony Orches-
tra at the Hill Auditorium. 

Violinist Amanda Sten-
roos is a local arts adminis-
trator, teacher and performer. 
She is the General Manager of 
the Green Mountain Chamber 
Music Festival in Colchester, 
VT and Norwottuck Chamber 
Concerts and is co-founder and 
Producer of the UMass Amherst 
Bach Festival and Symposium. 
Norwottuck Chamber Con-
certs is dedicated to providing 
musical enrichment for the All 
Saints’ congregation and great-
er Western Massachusetts com-
munity. Through intimate per-
formances and opportunities for 
in-person interaction between 

performers and listeners, the 
series aims to foster a deeper 
appreciation for classical music 
among its performers and guests.  
Following the performance, all 
are invited to enjoy a reception 
of French-themed delicacies 
and an opportunity for commu-

nity and to meet the performers. 
Tickets for “Fauré: 100 

Years Later” are available for 
purchase online at https://www.
allsaintsallwelcome.org/sea-
son-schedule. Early booking is 
recommended to secure a place 
at this concert; tickets will be 

available at the door on the day 
of the performance starting at 
3:15 p.m. 

For more information and 
ticket purchases, please visit the 
website or contact Norwottuck 
Chamber Concerts directly: nor-
wottuckchamber@gmail.com. 

Submitted photo
Mary Hubbell, Jingjing Wan, and  Amanda Stenroos will be performing in the concert “Fauré: 100 Years 
Later” as the concluding event of the 2023-2024 concert series.

Last concert of the season 

SOUTH HADLEY— Attention 
South Hadley residents who travel on 
Main Street to Chicopee. Beginning 
Friday March 29, James Street hill from 
Syrek Street in Chicopee moving up the 
hill will be closed to thru traffic during 
work hours, Monday-Friday, 7a.m. to 
5 p.m. This area will be closed to truck 
traffic completely, 24/7, during the du-
ration of the work, estimated at this time 

to be 3 months. Trucks will be asked to 
seek alternate routes during this time. 
Note that both Britton Street and New 
Ludlow/Ludlow Road which connect 
Chicopee to South Hadley do not allow 
truck traffic.

Regular vehicular traffic can ac-
cess Britton Street Chicopee via Spring 
Street and Smith Street in South Hadley. 
Detour signage will be placed.

Road closure for 3 months

AMHERST – Bread & Puppet Theater 
is excited to return to Massachusetts with 
a brand-new show created for this exact 
moment: “The Hope Principle Show: Cit-
izens’ Shame and Hope in the Time of 
Genocide” on Friday, April 19 at UMass 
Amherst.

Of the show, Director Peter Schumann 
said, “With mother dirt prologue, citizen 
despair gymnastics, mass murder victim’s 
traditional dance of death celebration, ab-
sentee humanity dance. Featuring a flock 
of disaster ravens and hope principle cari-
bou and exorcism rites for the genociders.”

After the show Bread & Puppet will 
serve its famous sourdough rye bread with 

aioli, and Bread & Puppet’s “Cheap Art” 
- books, posters, postcards, pamphlets and 
banners from the Bread & Puppet Press 
will be for sale.

Tickets vary by location but as with 
all Bread and Puppet shows, no one will 
be turned away for lack of funds. The full 
tour schedule available at BreadAndPup-
pet.org/Tour.

Founded in 1963 by Peter Schumann 
on New York City’s Lower East Side, 
the theater has been based in the North 
East Kingdom of Vermont since the early 
1970s and is one of the oldest, nonprof-
it, self-supporting theatrical companies in 
the country.

Bread & Puppet Theater comes 
to UMass Amherst April 19
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BELCHERTOWN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

The Belchertown Public School District is now accepting applications for 
the following School Choice openings for the 2024-2025 school year: 

The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation and tradition to 
provide positive educational experiences for all of our students through 
quality programs, dynamic teaching and healthy relationships.

The deadline for submitting a complete application is 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, May 10, 2024.

The selection of non-resident students for admission will be in the form of 
a random drawing when the number of requests exceeds the number of 
available spaces.   There will be two drawings for this purpose.  The first 
will take place on May 10, 2024, and in the event of unexpected additional 
openings, a second drawing will be conducted on August 9, 2024.

The application and guidelines can be downloaded at 
www.belchertownps.org 

or picked up at 14 Maple St., Belchertown, MA 01007.  

The Belchertown School District does not discriminate in the admission of any 
child on the basis of age, sex, gender identity, race, religion, color, national 

origin, sexual orientation or ancestry, athletic performance, physical handicap, 
special need, academic performance, disability or proficiency in the English 

language in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

Grade K                       7

Grade 1                      10

Grade 2                       6

Grade 4                       3 

Grade 5                       5

Grade 6                         2 

Grade 7                         10  

Grade 8                         10  

Grade 9                         5  

Grade 10                       5  

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate 
your graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76     SPECIAL $55

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION 

MAY 17th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

MAIL YOUR 
AD WITH 

PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or 
credit card: 

Checks Payable to
Turley Publications. 

Credit Cards 
be sure to include: 

Newspaper you would 
like the ad to appear, 
Your Name, Address, 

Phone Number, 
Credit Card Number,
 Exp. Date & CVV.

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS  •  413.283.8393  • www.turley.com

Honor Your Graduate

2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
CARLY 
SMITH
We are so proud 
of you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck at 
Springfield 
College.

Love Mom, Dad, John and Chloe

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

▼

SOUTH HADLEY— But-
tery Brook Park is going to be 
hopping in 2024 having just 
finished our Easter Egg Hunt 
and hat contest. A Pickleball 
Tournament and Rays of Elvis 
Concert, will be held on the 
weekend of May 3-5.

Cruise Nights featuring 
vintage vehicles will begin on 
Friday, May 17. Besides the 
regular nights, special nights 
for Fords, Chevys, Mustangs, 
GTO’s, Corvette/Mustang 
Shoot-Outs, etc. will have their 
own place alongside of at least 
8 bands for the community to 
enjoy.

The Farmer’s Market is 
coming back for its second year 
at the Park with its delicious 
and fresh offerings on June 5 
and the Hideway Circus will be 
returning on June 25 and June 
26. Children’s Concerts are 
being planned for Wednesday 
mornings in July and the Rec-
reation Dept. is scheduling soc-

cer and summer programming 
for our younger kids.

One of the most fun days of 
the year is Big Rig Day which 
is scheduled for July 18 start-
ing at 10 a.m. Come see dozens 
of big rigs including fire trucks, 
police and construction vehi-
cles, tow trucks of all sizes and 
many more.

The year will finish up  with 
Santa Land held on Thursday 
to Sundays, Dec. 12 through 
Dec. 22. 

Rentals for both pavilions 
and the log cabin for parties are 
ongoing from the Recreation 
Department website. The spray 
park will open for weekends 
on May 18, and will open on 
weekdays in June on the first 
day of summer vacation.

The Friends & Rec Dept. 
are working on some other 
exciting programs as well so 
stayed tuned and mark the cal-
endars now for these mainly 
free events.

BBP 2024 events
SOUTH HADLEY— 2024 

quarter for real estate and per-
sonal property bills as well as 

FY 2024 second half sewer 
bills were mailed out to resi-
dents on April 1.

The due date for real estate 
and personal property bills is 
May 1. The due date for sewer 
bills is May 15.

If households have not re-
ceived thier bills, please email 
our office at collector@south-
hadleyma.gov  or call 413-538-
5030, ext. 6189 and the office 

can mail out a new bill.
Bills can also be viewed/

printed through Invoice Cloud 
which can be accessed from the 
website.

Bills can be paid online 
through the Town of South 
Hadley’s website, southhad-
leyma.gov, by mail, dropped in 
the dropbox located behind the 
Police Department on Bridge 
Street or  can pay in person 

Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SOUTH HADLEY— 
Plains Elementary registration 
packet pickup for Pre-K, K and 

1st grades will be during the 
month of April. Please stop by 
the office from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

BELCHERTOWN – Craft-
ers and vendors are sought for 
the American Cancer Society, 
Quaboag Relay for Life’s 3rd 
Annual Spring Craft/Vendor Fair 
to be held on Saturday, June 8 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on the Com-
mon, Routes 9 and 202.

All proceeds from the fair 
will benefit the American Cancer 
Society, Relay for Life. 

For crafter/vendor selling in-
formation, please contact Vicki 
McAndrew by email at sv_jew-
elry@charter.net. 

SOUTH HADLEY— The 
South Hadley DPW will begin 
curbside spring yard waste col-
lection on April 1 through April 
26. Paper bags or open con-
tainers only. The waste must 
be curbside by 7 a.m. on your 
collection day. Each route will 

have two collections. Brush 
must be tied in bundles (no met-
al) of not more than four feet in 
length. Leaves, grass and brush 
only, Pno plastic bags. For any 
questions or more information 
please contact the DPW at 413-
538-5030.

Rabies Clinic 
scheduled 
for April 27

The South Hadley Board of 
Health will be holding a rabies 
clinic for cats and dogs. The 
clinic will be held on Saturday, 
April 27, 2024 from 1 - 3 p.m. 
at the District 1 Fire Station, 144 
Newton Street. 

The clinic is for South Had-
ley residents only. No pre-reg-
istration is required. The cost is 
$15 per animal to cover the cost 
of the vaccine. Cash only will be 
accepted.

Yard waste collection schedule

South Hadley

US Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice and the Allen Bird Club of 
Springfield, MA invite begin-
ning birders of all ages to par-
ticipate in a free, introductory 
bird walk to be held Saturday, 
April 20, from 10 a.m. - 12 
p.m. in Springfield’s Forest 
Park. 

Geared toward those cu-
rious about birding, this in-
troductory walk will focus on 
common local birds, identifi-
cation tips, and appreciating 

the joy of birding. Participants 
must be able to walk 1.5 - 2 
miles on even footing with one, 
moderately steep hill. Please 
bring water, bug repellent, and 
comfortable footwear. Spare 
binoculars will be available for 
those who need them. 

The Family Bird Walk will 
begin at the Picknelly Field 
parking lot at Forest Park’s 
Route 5/Longmeadow en-
trance and will take place rain 
or shine.

Family & Beginner Bird Walk

Vendors wanted 
for Relay for Life 
craft/vendor fair

Taxes due in May

Registration pick up in April 
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Please see GARDEN, page 9

Transplanting your 
homegrown seedlings

I bet there are a few garden enthusiasts out 
there with seedlings up and growing indoors.  

My tomatoes are just poking through, but 
my peppers are ready for transplanting. Why 
transplant you ask? It’s important that we give 
our young plants room to spread out!  

If seeds were sown in rows, chances are 
that several seedlings have sprouted and are 
now growing within a close proximity to one 
another. They are competing for nutrients and 
moisture. 

Even if two seeds were sown in a single 
cell of a six-pack and both germinated, they 
too are competing with one another in that tiny 
of a space. So, if we want garden center qual-
ity seedlings, we must transplant them to their 
own cell or small pot.

You know a seedling is ready for transplant 
when it has its “true leaves,” not the cotyle-
don leaves that were first to sprout from the 
seed, but those that come right after.  At this 
point in growth plant roots aren’t tangled up 
and therefore transplant shock can be kept to 
a minimum.

Although the seedlings may be tiny and ap-
pear fragile, transplanting them is quite simple. 

First, take a wooden plant label or dull but-
ter knife and “cut” into the row of seedlings. 
Then, use your implement “spatula-style” to 
remove a small cluster of plants from the bot-
tom up.  

I always tell folks to “think brownies!” Be 
careful to get as many roots as you can.  

Once you’ve done this it is time to separate 
them from one another. Gently pull on a leaf, 
not the stem, to pry them apart.  

Think of it this way:  the plant has two 
leaves but only one stem. If it should snap, 
that’s it! Leaves on the other hand, can and will 
be replaced if accidentally torn off.

Individual seedlings can be planted in 
small containers or cell packs filled with soil-
less growing medium. We steer clear of garden 
soil because of the pathogens and weed seeds 
it may contain as well as its tendency not to 
drain very well.  

Soilless mix is sterile, and has the ability 
to retain moisture yet drain freely- just what 
the young seedling needs as it grows additional 
roots and top growth.  

Make a hole in the moistened growing me-
dium with your finger, a pencil or wooden dib-
ble. Insert the seedling to the correct depth then 
firm around it with your fingers.  

Most are transplanted to the same depth 
they were growing in the pack. 

One exception is tomatoes; they can be 
buried deeper than they started out. This is be-
cause tomatoes have the ability to make roots 
along the length of their stem.   

Another exception are marigolds. More 
roots mean healthier shoots!  

Water the transplants well with a gentle 
spray.  They can now be put back under the 
artificial lights you’ve rigged up.  

Continue to keep the lights within inches 
of the plants for the stockiest growth. Or, if 
you’re lucky enough to have a sunroom or hob-
by greenhouse, the seedlings will thrive there!  

Shade them from direct sun for a few days 
after transplant to prevent wilting. Soon the 
roots will recover from the shock of transplant 
and will again be able to sustain the plant.   

Night time temperatures can dip as low as 
50 degrees for most plants. In fact, lower night 
temps will help to ensure the stocky specimen 
we desire. 

Fertilize with half-strength liquid plant 
food every 10 days to two weeks. Begin to 
“harden-off” your transplants a couple of 
weeks prior to putting in the ground. 

Thus far they have been kept in a carefully 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Northern Flicker

A Blandford resident saw a male north-
ern flicker during the April 4 snowstorm 
among other birds at her snowbound feed-
ing station. 

I saw a male northern flicker before the 
snow storm last week near the Barre line. 
The day after the snow, I saw one  by the 
edge of the road at the ball-field in the center 
of Oakham, the only bare spot.

The northern flicker is about 13 inches 
long. Distinguishing marks include a black 
bid or necklace under its throat, black spots 
on its breast, gray head and long beak. The 
male has has a black line at the base of its 
bill, which the female lacks. Both have a red 
patch on the neck and a white rump, clearly 
visible in flight. 

The flicker is the only ground feeding 
woodpecker. Ants make up almost half of 
its diet. It also catches insects in the air and 
eats fruit, berries and seeds. It will come to 
feeders like the one in Blandford. 

Flickers are cavity nesters and excavate a 
hole in a tree, fence post or cactus. They will 
use a nest box. The female lays seven to nine 
white eggs. They make a loud “kekekekeke” 
for territorial display and a “woikawoikawo-
ka” during courtship. They also do muffled 
volleys of drumming.

Flocks of robins
The Blandford resident also had a flock 

of about 25 robins in her yard. She said they 
departed before she could shovel clear strip 
of grass for them and put out mealworms. I 
saw many robins along the side of the after 
last Thursdays snowstorm and the day after 
as there was no other area clear of snow. 

Pileated woodpecker holes
I received a photo from a Charlton res-

ident showing a tree with numerous holes 

made by a pileated woodpecker. It was im-
pressive.

I usually hear the pileated woodpecker 
more than I see them. Recently, I heard one 
and looked for it in the area of its hammer-
ing. I saw this one and it kept up its excavat-
ing as I watched it.

More snowstorm bird
A Brimfield resident, who sends me fre-

quent bird sightings, said, “During the snow 
storm last week in addition to the usual 
suspects we had a field sparrow, a Carolina 
wren and about 36 goldfinch visit the yard. 
Some of the male goldfinch were beginning 
to show some yellow plumage.”

Black vultures
The Brimfield resident said his wife saw 

two black vultures in the center of Brimfield 
feeding on a dead opossum. He said, “They 
are showing up in western Massachusetts 
more often recently.”

Turkey vultures
A favorite roost for turkey vultures is 

near the transfer station in Barre on Depot 
Road. I saw several vultures circling over 
the area, several perched on lamp posts and 
a shed at the transfer station. One on the 
lamp post had its wings spread out. It was 
quite a sight to see.

I saw a turkey vulture spreading its 
wings like that several years ago on one of 
the high tension line poles in Oakham. It al-
most looked like it flew into the post.

Ospreys and herons
This Brimfield resident makes regular 

trips to several ponds. He said in his most re-
cent email, “In Warren at the pond on South 
Street the osprey pair that have nested there 
the past three years have returned. Last year 
there were three great blue heron nests there 
that produced young. This year only one 
pair of herons has returned so far. At my last 
visit it looked like a heron was incubating 
eggs or maybe just sitting down?”

He also said, “At the great blue heron 
rookery at Conant Brook Dam in Monson 
there are four nest this year. On a visit last 
week the four nests had birds incubating 
eggs. There were six nest here last year but 
one of the trees with a nest looked like it was 
in danger of falling over, guess it did. And 
another nest has disappeared.” He said there 
is an osprey pair at the playing fields in Wil-
braham by the YMCA/Spec Pond. He saw 
one of osprey bring sticks to the nest and at 
another visit one was sitting on the nest.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer
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Maureen 
McGarrett Hall

 REALTOR® 

realtybymaureen@gmail.com  413-364-4994

30 YEARS OF 
SALES AND 
MARKETING 
EXPERIENCE

MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing  |

Let’s make big moves 
  together, call today!!

Helping you find the key 
to your dreams! 

GRANBY – Stop by the 
Granby Free Public Library, 297 
East State St. during school va-
cation week for a number of fun 
activities.

Lego Free Build
A Lego Free Build will be 

held on Wednesday, April 17 at 
11 a.m. Bring your imagination 
and build away with our extensive 
collection of Lego. This drop-in 
activity is for ages 4 and up. 

Spring Scavenger Hunts!
Try the library’s “I Spy” 

Mini Fairy Garden Tank through 
April. During the week of April 
17-19 join the “Outdoor Fairy 
Find” and find four fairies hid-
ing in outdoor garden and fill out 
their names on the find sheet.

The form you fill out from 

each activity is a raffle ticket for 
a fairy garden basket.

Puppet show
Fairies of the Season Puppet 

Show Thursday, April 18 at 11 
a.m. Every season has unique 
qualities: the trees look differ-
ent, different kinds of plants are 
growing, and people wear and do 
different things. 

In this magical show, each 
season has its own fairy that 
takes care of changing the nat-
ural world accordingly. This 
puppet show is for ages 2-7 and 
pre-registration is required.

All library programs are free 
of charge and open to the public. 
Call the library at 413-467-3320 
during open hours for more in-
formation and to pre-register for 
programs.

GRANBY – CFCE Pre-
school Playgrounds are held on 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. at the Granby 
Free Public Library, 297 East 
State St. 

Drop in and join this free 
playgroup, where you and your 
child (birth to 5 years old) can 
enjoy playtime, an activity and 
story circle time with Marti. 

There is no Playgroup when 
Granby schools are closed, in-
cluding school vacation weeks. 
Saturday Playgroup is held 

once per month. 
On April 12 at 11 a.m. join 

the drop-in Family Friday pro-
gram during The Week of the 
Young Child. Meet friendly 
Granby Firefighters and cre-
ate your own family fire safety 
plan with their help. 

Climb on the firetruck too 
(if the truck is available).

A Pre-K and Kindergar-
ten Readiness Event with the 
CFCE will be held on April 
24 from 2:30-4 p.m. There 
will be information tables and 

activities (2:30 p.m.) that will 
help prepare your children for 
preschool and kindergarten. 
Followed by lively songs with 
Liam Hurley (3-3:45 p.m.) No 
registration required.

 Playgroups are made pos-
sible with funding from a Co-
ordinated Family and Commu-
nity Engagement grant from 
the MA Department of Early 
Education and Care, adminis-
tered by the Collaborative for 
Educational Services.

Granby library offers 
April school vacation fun

Upcoming CFCE Preschool Programs at the library

GRANBY— The MacDuf-
fie School, 66 School St., will 
be hosting Run 4 Hope on Sat-
urday, April 13. Registration 
starts at 9 a.m. and the run starts 

at 10 a.m. It is $20 to partici-
pate. All money goes to Food 
for the Hungry. For more infor-
mation, please contact Bre Ben-
oit at bbenoit@macduffie.org. 

Run 4 hope held in April
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

USDA INSP. 

$299
lb

SALE DATES: 4/11/24-4/17/24

$249

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES 
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ................$279

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ROASTER CHICKEN ......................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

$209
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
POLISH LOAF .........................$444

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

99¢

SOUP’S ON!

$149

$259
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
CHICKEN (FOWL) for SOUP 
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK STOMACH ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS ....................... lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

FULLY COOKED 
BREADED CHICKEN WINGS ....... lb

$349

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$989
lb

AMERICAN
LAMB SHOULDER CHOPS

$444

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
STEAKS or ROAST ........................

$799
lb

$999

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS

2024-2025
Hadley Public Schools – 

serving grades PK-12 is currently accepting 
School Choice Applications.

Applications can be found on
our website at www.hadleyschools.org

or call (413) 586-0822.  
The cut-off date for applications is April 17th.

Hadley Public Schools provides 
a safe and supportive environment that fosters 

cooperation, critical thinking, creativity, 
integrity, and a love of learning.

 We Mow Lawns For Fair and Reasonable Rates & 
We Offer Senior Citizens Discounts

Matgo Services Co.
Custom Mowing & Landscape Maintenance Services
Landscape Plantings • Bark Mulch • Shrub Trimming
  413-537-7156       MatgoServices.com

MatgoServices@gmail.com

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

The town is currently under-
going a full-scale wage and clas-
sification study in conjunction 
with the University of Massachu-
setts Boston Edward J. Collins 
Center for Public Management. 
The study is aimed at establishing 
a concrete system for determin-
ing salaries and salary increases 
for town employees, as well as 
uniformly defining up-to-date job 
descriptions for all town employ-
ees, which Wong said were miss-
ing from many positions.

“We’re starting from scratch,” 
Wong said during the meeting. 
“It’s very helpful to have Collins 
because we don’t have job de-
scriptions for a lot of positions.”

Wong explained that the es-
tablishment of a transparent wage 
and job classification system will 
not only help the town’s employ-
ees to feel valued for the work 
they do, but will also aid the town 

in writing future budgets by set-
ting reliable year-over-year ex-
pectations.

“People’s salaries are what 
they are, and there’s nothing in 
writing or structured,” Wong said 
of the existing norm in town, ex-
plaining that the lack of organi-
zation and regularity can make 
budgeting future salaries difficul-
ty, especially when annual negoti-
ations over salary increases lack a 
uniform structure for evaluation. 
She said that putting a system in 
place would instead make future 
budgeting processes more consis-
tent and simpler.

While discussing this wage 
and classification study, Wong 
stated that she was actually opting 
for a pay cut in the coming bud-
get, with a reduction in her sala-
ry of roughly three percent from 
$175,000 to $170,000.

“I had told people specifically 
that, as part of this wage and class 
(study), no one is going to get a 
pay cut,” she said. “I lied. I’m the 

only one who’s going to get a pay 
cut.”

She went on to explain that 
this was a decision the was vol-
untarily and willingly making 
with the town and its employees 
in mind.

“I don’t think I’m necessarily 
being overpaid, I’ll just say that,” 
she stated. “But I do believe that 
this is incredibly personal. As 
much as this is political, as much 
as this is economic, you know, my 
staff are real people… I care very 
much about the workforce here.”

As part of her presentation, 
Wong did say there would be a 
certain amount of reorganization 
within town, with the primary 
goal being to increase efficiency 
and reduce unnecessary redun-
dancy between departments.

She said this mindset had al-
ready been crucial in saving the 
town money after efforts to de-
vote additional resources to the 
town’s building inspection ser-
vices yielded strong results.

As one example of this, Wong 
said, “We have been using a par-
ticular elevator company, multiple 
departments in the town, multiple 
departments in the school depart-
ment, using an elevator company, 
paying a monthly elevator main-
tenance contract, no one even 
knowing, ‘Oh look, they haven’t 
even been showing up.’” Wong 
said that having a dedicated indi-
vidual to oversee these issues had 
already helped to significantly re-
duce these issues in town.

With that strategy having been 
successful, Wong said she wanted 
to apply the same line of thinking 
to the town’s Council on Aging 
and Recreation Department.

“You also have recreation 
staff that are doing newsletters 
and calling the same vendors and 
using the same custodians and 
filling out the same volunteer li-
ability forms,” she said. “They’re 
doing it in recreation. They’re do-
ing the same processes in Council 
on Aging. So why not combine 

and say, ‘Do I really need eight 
people all dealing with different 
vendors and social media and put-
ting flyers together?’”

As part of this reorganization-
al line of thinking, Wong did say 
that she intended to combine a 
Director and Assistant Director 
position at the Council on Aging 
into a single Senior Service Co-
ordinator position. Additional-
ly, Wong referenced at different 
points during the meeting the ex-
pected gain from subsuming some 
of these redundant functions into 
a single Human Services depart-
ment in town.

The next meeting of the Ap-
propriations Committee is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 16, where 
they will be alongside both the 
Selectboard and the Capital Plan-
ning Committee to further review 
the proposed budget ahead of 
Town Meeting in May.

The fee proposed by the bill 
would be set at five cents per 
1,000 gallons drawn and would 
be expected to raise $3.5 mil-
lion for the fund, according to a 
summary document for the bill 
provided by Saunders. The bill 
also proposes to adjust how com-
munities would be paid from the 
Massachusetts Water Resourc-
es Authority, basing payments 
on total state land acreage as 
opposed to acreage above the 
high-water mark as is currently 
mandated.

Additionally, the bill would 
ensure that three members on the 
MWRA Board of Directors were 
residents of Connecticut River 
Basin communities. Currently, 
Monson Town Administrator 
Jennifer Wolowicz is the only 
one of the board’s 11 members 
representing a community out-
side of the I-495 corridor.

Saunders explained that this 
bill, the first of its kind to be in-
troduced in the House, was one 
that he proposed with a focus on 

the future of the region, rather 
than its past. However, he made 
clear that it was the history of the 
region and its stewardship of the 
reservoir that made a bill like this 
necessary.

“When the Quabbin was built, 
when the four towns were taken 
from us, there were a number of 
communities that were also im-
pacted forever,” Saunders said. 

Saunders went on to detail 
how many of the towns that 
contain the reservoir are left to 
rely primarily on property taxes 
over commercial development 
for raising municipal revenues, 
leading to both buildings and 
services that were beginning to 
degrade as a result of those lower 
figures. He said that this state of 
affairs was directly a result of the 
fact that these communities host 
the reservoir for other parts of 
the state.

“The lands that we protect for 
the Quabbin have foreclosed the 
ability for these communities to 
do anything else that may gener-
ate the type of revenue that funds 
public safety, that funds basic 
services that we expect from our 

communities,” Saunders said.
Providing one example of 

suffering public facilities, Saun-
ders said, “There is one usable 
room in the New Salem Town 
Hall; it’s in the basement. The 
rest of the building is not fit for 
human consumption.”

He said that this bill was not 
concerned with seeking repay-
ment for these impacts histor-
ically, but rather was merely an 
attempt to recognize the worth 
of the region’s protection of the 
reservoir, as well as to assure that 
the region will continue to be 
able to protect it going forward.

“The water provides such 
innumerable value to the people 
and the businesses and the com-
munities of eastern Mass that 

there ought to be some consid-
eration given to the communities 
that steward this resource,” Saun-
ders said. 

He added that this consider-
ation would come at a minimal 
cost to MWRA ratepayers, pro-
viding an estimated figure of an 
additional six cents per month 
for the average Boston water and 
sewer customer.

Saunders also said this pro-
posed bill was coming at a time 
when the burden placed on the 
Quabbin Reservoir may soon be 
increasing. 

“There are a great number 
of communities in the eastern 
part of the state who are dealing 
with very serious water quality 
issues,” Saunders said. “These 
are communities that need a re-
liable source of water, and they 
are looking to us to provide that.”

He later added that he also 
wanted to make sure there would 
still be water left should commu-
nities in western Massachusetts 
also show an interest in joining 
the MWRA system.

Saunders admitted that he 
had encountered difficulty in try-

ing to help those from different 
parts of the state understand why 
a bill like this would be so im-
portant.

“Oftentimes, the initial re-
sponse I get back is, ‘Yes, it’s sad 
that four towns were drowned, 
but it was a necessary step in the 
Commonwealth’s future’ – so 
on and so forth,” Saunders said. 
However, he stated that it was 
possible to push back against this 
line of thinking. 

“The way this is combat-
ted is through the voice of the 
folks who live here in the re-
gion,” Saunders said. “Not only 
recounting the past, but talking 
about what life is like in western 
Mass now.”

For this reason, Saunders em-
phasized the importance of in-
dividuals to speak out about the 
matter of regional equity as well 
as related topics such as water 
quality and public access to natu-
ral resources.

“The more that we can have 
these voices heard outside of just 
rooms like this, the more effec-
tive it is,” Saunders said.

BUDGET from page 1

QUABBIN from page 1

A bald eagle is shown flying 
over the Quabbin Reservoir.
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SPORTS
Tigers 
comeback 
falls short 
at Agawam

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM—Following a 
disappointing end to the 2023 
regular season, the members of 
this year’s Agawam girls’ var-
sity lacrosse team were look-
ing to begin this season with a 
victory.

Senior tri-captain Emma 
Murray contributed offensive-
ly with a hat-trick and four 
other players scored two goals, 
as the Brownies posted a 12-7 
season opening non-league 
victory over South Hadley on 
a damp and chilly afternoon at 
Harmon A. Smith Field, last 
Tuesday. 

“It wasn’t a pleasant day 
weather-wise, but this is a very 
nice way for us to start the 
regular season,” said longtime 
Agawam head coach Carla 
Lemnah-Warner. “We grad-
uated five starters, who were 
all key players for us last year. 
We do have some big shoes to 
fill. Our three captains have 
stepped up so far this season.”        

Agawam’s other two senior 
captains are Angelina Kozhen-
evsky, who scored a pair of 
goals, and Alexis Hurley.

The Brownies, who lost 
their final six games a year 
ago, has now won the last six 
matchups against South Had-
ley (0-2). The last time that the 
two squads faced each other 
was in 2021. 

WILBRAHAM – Earlier 
this week, Palmer track faced 
off with South Hadley. The 
Panthers held their meet at Min-
nechaug Regional High School 
in neighboring Wilbraham. 
Palmer’s track is being renovat-
ed and will not be ready until 
next season. Results of Mon-
day’s meet were not made avail-
able as of press time.

South Hadley track competes in first meetSouth Hadley track competes in first meet

Arianna Melendez looks for a 
soft landing in the long jump.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
 Gwen Marion looks to clear the high jump.

Mikay LaWeaver manages to get over high jump bar.

Kayla Rivet competes in the long jump

CHICOPEE – Last 
Monday night, Chicopee 
Comprehensive boys la-
crosse, which co-ops with 

Chicopee High, defeated 
Granby 11-10. Granby was 
on the comeback trail, but 
came up just short as time 

expired in the game. Gran-
by is 0-1 this season while 
Comp has jumped out to a 
2-0 record.

Granby boys lacrosse edged by Colts

Riley Goodhind 
heads down the 

sideline.

Braydon 
LaDuke heads 

up the field.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Stewart Szlosek meanders around an opponent.

Connor McDonnell advances up the field.

Triston Moe makes a run up the field 
from the defensive end.

Jordan View Reed 
winds up for a pass.

Please see LACROSSE, page 8
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The Lady Tigers, who lost 
at West Springfield in their sea-
son opener on March 29, played 
a game at Smith Field last May. 
They captured the Western Mass. 
Class B championship title for the 
first time in school history with a 
13-5 win over Belchertown.

“It was nice playing another 
game on this field against a very 
good Agawam team,” said South 
Hadley head coach Danielle 
Miele. “I’m happy with the way 
that we played, but we just made a 
couple of mistakes that we’ll need 
to fix. We also got a little bit tired 
in the second half.” 

Prior to this season, a varsity 
girls’ lacrosse match consisted of 

two 25 minute halves. There are 
now four 12-minute quarters. 

“It’s probably going to take a 
couple of games for us to adjust 
to playing four quarters,” Lem-
nah-Warner said. “I think the next 
thing they’ll add is a shot clock. 
It’ll prevent the stalling and it’ll 
keep the game moving.”    

Following a turnover on the 
opening possession, South Hadley 
junior Margaret Watkins scored 
the first of her game-high four 
goals. It gave the visiting team a 
1-0 lead with 10:32 remaining in 
the first period.

The Brownies responded with 
back-to-back goals by junior Gab-
by Cosentini and Murray, who 
recorded a hat-trick in a varsity 
game for the first time.

With 37.1 seconds left in the 
first period, Kozhenevsky scored 
a free position goal giving her 
team a 3-1 lead. 

While Agawam sophomore 
goalie Kaylin Barna didn’t make 
any saves during the first twelve 
minutes, South Hadley freshman 
goalie Riley Nestor made five 
saves. She finished her second 
varsity start with ten saves. 

“Riley is only a freshman, but 
she made some big saves for us,” 
Miele said. “It was an awesome 
performance by her.  

After stealing a pass, Murray 
netted her second goal with 4:41 
remaining in the first half. 

The Lady Tigers was trailing, 
4-1, before storming back.

Their comeback began with a 

goal from senior Elliana Britton, 
which was assisted by junior Ava 
Asselin with 2:26 on the score-
board clock.

Less than a minute later, Brit-
ton netted a free position goal 
closing the gap to 4-3.

The Lady Tigers won the en-
suing draw and a shot attempt by 
Asselin was deflected away by 
Barna, who was credited with a 
total of five saves. She was re-
placed by freshman Paytyn Burke 
(6 saves) early in the fourth quar-
ter.

With 47.3 seconds left in the 
first half, the Lady Tigers tied the 
score for the second time when 
Watkins fired a bounce shot into 
the cage.

A little more than three min-

utes into the second half, it looked 
like the Lady Tigers had taken a 
5-4 lead, but the go-ahead goal 
was disallowed by the official be-
cause of a crease violation.

The Brownies entered the final 
period holding an 8-5 lead. Senior 
Isabella Castro scored two goals 
in the third period, while junior 
Isabella Spaulding and Murray 
added the other two goals for the 
home team. South Hadley’s only 
goal of third period was scored by 
senior Rachel Yabra.

While Watkins scored a pair 
of goals during the final quarter, 
goals by the trio of Kozhenevsky, 
Spaulding and sophomore Sarah 
Kriebel helped the home team 
keep the lead.   

WOBURN – Registration 
for the 42nd annual Bay State 
Summer Games is now open. 
The 2024 Summer Games will 
include thirty sports with com-
petitions from May 11 – July 
27 at venues throughout east-
ern and central Massachusetts 
including Game On in Fitch-
burg, Boston Sports Institute in 
Wellesley, Union Point Sports 
Complex in Weymouth, and 
North Star Ice Sports in West-
borough. Bay State Games par-
ticipants range in age from 5 to 
over age 75 and represent more 
than 300 Massachusetts com-
munities as well as surround-
ing New England States in 
some sports. From grassroots 
participants to accomplished 
amateur athletes, the Bay State 
Games provide opportunities 
for the athlete in all of us. 

Seven high school show-
case sports will take place for 
a variety of sports, includ-
ing baseball, basketball, field 
hockey, ice hockey, soccer, 
softball, and volleyball. Ath-
letes currently in grade 8-11 
who live or go to school in 
Massachusetts are eligible to 
attend regional tryouts during 
the month of June. These try-
outs will determine teams rep-
resenting the various regions 
of the Commonwealth that will 
compete against each other in 
July. Check each sport page 

for specific eligibility require-
ments.

The Summer Games in-
clude a wide variety of indi-
vidual sports including swim-
ming, track & field, figure 
skating, pickleball, wrestling, 
weightlifting, badminton, and 
more. These sports are open 
to a wide range of ages and 
skill levels from youth partic-
ipants to masters-aged athletes. 
Adaptive sport divisions in ar-
chery, swimming, and track & 
field are offered, as well. Bay 
State Games also organizes 
tournaments for pre-existing 
teams in rugby, and 6v6 field 
hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table 
Tennis will take place on June 
1 at PingPod in Boston after a 
5-year hiatus from the Summer 
Games sport lineup. New ven-
ues include Babson College, 
which will host the Girls Bas-
ketball Showcase, and North-
Star Ice Sports, which will host 
Figure Skating and the Girls 
Ice Hockey Showcase. Game 
On in Fitchburg will serve as a 
hub venue for eight sports. Bay 
State Games expects 1,500 
athletes and their families to 
attend competitions at Game 
On during the second week of 
July. 

For questions, email info@
baystategames.org or call 781-
932-6555. 

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 
Baseball League is looking to in-
fuse new talent into its league for 
the 2024 season.

Registration for the 2024 
season is now open and any in-
terested players can go to www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org to get 
registered, or to seek more infor-
mation or make inquiries about 
the league. The league website 
will also be updated over the next 
month with information about the 
upcoming season.

There are many open roster 
spots available in the league for 
the 2024 season, which is tenta-
tively scheduled to begin on Sun-
day, April 21. The league plays 
most Sunday from late April 
through late August with playoffs 
following that. The league plays 
a 15-game schedule and typically 
fields six teams each year. Games 
are usually played at 10 a.m. with 
fields in Easthampton and South 

Hadley normally used.
The Quabbin Valley league 

is an all-abilities league and all 
are welcome to join. Eligibility is 
players who are age 28 and over. 
You must be 30 to be eligible to 
pitch in the league. Your age for 
eligibility is whatever age you 
will turn in 2024. The league is 
also able to entertaining taking in 
an entire group as a team to add 
to the league. Please email the 
league board for to inquire about 
entering a team.

The league is currently in 
the process of preparing for the 
2024 season and held a meeting 
on March 24 to discussion plans 
for the upcoming season. The 
next meeting will be held after 
the league’s open practice for all 
players, including players inter-
ested in joining the league. The 
open practice will be at Beach-
grounds Park in South Hadley at 
10 a.m. on April 14.

WORCESTER – It is hard 
to separate the various his-
tories that were made in the 
Railers’ 9-5 victory 
over Maine at the 
DCU Center Sun-
day afternoon 
but let’s give it 
a try.

The triumph 
came after Worces-
ter had fallen be-
hind, 4-1, early in 
the second period. No 
Railers team in a history that 
dates back to 2017-18 had ever 
even earned a point, let alone 
won a game, after trailing by 
three goals.

Five Worcester goals were 
scored by Ashton Calder. 
That set a Railers record, es-
tablished an individual league 
high for the season and was the 
first five-goal performance by 
a Worcester player of any uni-
form since the IceCats’ John 
Carter scored five versus Cape 

Breton here on Jan. 4, 1995.
Do the math. It last hap-

pened 29 years ago.
C a l d e r 

also had two 
assists for a 

s eve n - p o i n t 
day. That set a 

team record and 
tied the Worces-
ter pro mark set 
by Jim Campbell 

of the IceCats on 
Dec. 28, 1999 in a 9-4 

victory over Saint John. 
He had three goals and four 
assists.

Finally, the nine goals were 
the most ever in Railers histo-
ry. They had scored eight four 
times before including Satur-
day night.

After taking two of three 
from the Mariners this week-
end, Worcester is in position 
to win itself into the playoffs. 
The Railers play three games 
at Trois-Rivieres next week-

end. Two victories and they are 
in. Worcester still has a chance 
to finish third, as well.

Maine has four games left, 
all versus first-place Adiron-
dack.

Calder was plus-5, tying a 
Railers record. He has a four-
game points streak during 
which he is 6-5-11. He has six 
goals in the last two games af-
ter enduring a stretch where he 
had six goals in 33 games.

“Basically,” Calder said, 
“I just play the game the right 
way whether that means I score 
or make plays. Lately my line-
mate (Jake Pivonka) has been 
hot shooting the puck so I try 
to find him a lot, and when I 
have a pass I’m a passer, when 
I have a shot I’m a shooter.

“I don’t try to think about it 
too much. I just play my game 
and go from there.”

As has happened through-

Registration now open to take 
part in Bay State GamesLAVAL, QC  – The Spring-

field Thunderbirds (29-33-3-2) 
witnessed history from their 
leading scorer, but an offensive 
surge from the Laval Rocket 
(32-28-6-2) was too much, as the 
home team emerged with a 7-4 
win on Saturday afternoon inside 
Place Bell.

The matinee affair doubled 
as a day at the fights in the first 
2:45 of the game, as two separate 
scraps elevated the temperature 
on the two benches and through-
out the Place Bell crowd. First, 
Sam Bitten came to the aid of his 
brother Will after the elder Bitten 
took a sturdy check from Tobie 
Bisson. Six seconds after Sam 
and Bisson scrapped, Brayden 
Guy made an impression in his 
second Thunderbirds game as he 
scored a winning decision in a 
tussle with Laval penalty minute 
leader Riley McKay. 

Things did not get off on the 
right foot for the T-Birds, as a 
net-mouth scramble just 4:04 
into the contest saw Mitchell Ste-
phens open the scoring, jamming 
a forehander through Vadim Zhe-
renko and giving Laval the 1-0 
edge. That goal came moments 
after Zherenko made a marvel-
ous sliding blocker save on a Ste-
phens one-timer in the opening 
minute.  

The Rocket and their raucous 
crowd were hoping to run Spring-
field out of the rink just 3:17 later 
when 2023 fifth-overall pick Da-
vid Reinbacher stepped up in the 
offensive zone to the right circle 
and uncorked a post-ringer under 

the bar to make it a 2-0 game on 
the rookie’s second AHL goal.

Despite the early stumbles, 
the T-Birds stayed with the 
program. At 11:06, with an ab-
breviated power play, Mikhail 
Abramov connected from the 
low slot off a centering feed from 
Hugh McGing, cutting the Laval 
lead in half. Ryan Suzuki nearly 
equalized the game just seconds 
later when he slipped behind the 
defense, but Rocket netminder 
Jakub Dobes stood up to Suzuki 
with a sturdy blocker save.

Despite the Suzuki chance at 
Dobes’ end of the rink, Zherenko 
continued to have a far busier pe-
riod than the Laval goalie. To his 
credit, the T-Birds’ second-year 
backstop stabilized and helped 
Springfield kill off a pair of ab-
breviated Rocket man-advantag-
es to keep the 2-1 score intact 
after 20 minutes.

The T-Birds began the second 
period on another power play, and 
after a brief 5-on-3 ended, Adam 
Gaudette got the game evened up 
with a wrister from the right side 
just 1:03 into the middle period. 
The goal, his 39th of the season, 
brought him back into a tie with 
Samuel Fagemo of Ontario for 
the AHL goal-scoring lead. 

Springfield, however, could 
not vault to the lead, and before 
long, the Rocket had scored two 
more to take a 4-2 advantage on 
goals 1:06 apart from Arnaud 
Durandeau and Philippe Maillet. 

Down but unfettered, the 
T-Birds again showed resolve. 
Gaudette drew a penalty shot 

after being held on his way in 
on goal on a breakaway. With a 
chance to become the first man 
in the AHL to reach 40 goals 
this season, Gaudette made no 
mistake, deking to the backhand 
and roofing a shot over Dobes to 
make it 4-3 at 11:40. The sharp-
shooter’s 40th goal also marked 
the first time since 1990-91 that a 
Springfield AHL player recorded 
40 goals in a single season. 

Gaudette’s marker also lit a 
fire under his team. Just 45 sec-
onds later, Abramov whistled 
a cross-seam pass to a crashing 
Joey Duszak, who beat Dobes to 
tie the game, 4-4, at 12:25.

The 4-4 tie carried into the 
third, but an unfortunate break 
wound up putting Laval back in 
front for good. After Leo Loof 
fearless blocked a shot up near 
his face, the loose puck land-
ed flat at the feet of Durandeau, 
who snapped it into an open net 
before Zherenko could locate it, 
and the Rocket lead was restored, 
5-4, at 6:37 of the third. 

This time, a third comeback 
was not in the cards for Spring-
field, as Stephens added his sec-
ond and third goals of the night 
with a power-play redirect at 
10:25 and an empty-netter with 
1:11 remaining to finish the scor-
ing. Stephens finished the night 
with three goals and two assists.

The T-Birds are next in action 
on Friday, April 12, when they 
begin a three-game weekend in 
Hartford against the Wolf Pack. 
Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. at the 
XL Center.

T-Birds suffer loss against Laval

Registration now open for 
Quabbin Valley baseball

Calder’s five goals score huge win

Please see RAILERS, page 9

LACROSSE from page 7
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Public Notice

SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

 Town of Granby
Board of Appeals/Planning 

Board
The Granby Board of 

Appeals along with Granby 
Planning Board will hold 
a joint Public hearing on 
Monday, April 29 at 5:35 
P.M. at 1 Library Lane, Old 
Carnegie Library, top floor, 
to consider the petition of 
Jeremy Lapointe seeking a 
Special Permit under Section 
6.2 and Site Plan Approval 
under Section 6.3 of the 
Granby Zoning By-Laws, 
and applicable of Section 
III- Regulations, 3.7.5 – 
Accessory Uses, regarding 
a private garage or stables 

exceeding Twelve Hundred 
(1200) square feet in area to 
be located at 70 Chicopee 
Street, Granby, MA, known as 
Map 15-B-7.2

In addition to the above 
hearing, the Board of Appeals 
and Planning Board intend to 
conduct public meetings fol-
lowing said hearings as time 
permits.  This notice is given 
pursuant to Chapter 40A and 
Chapter 39, Section 23B of 
the Massachusetts General 
Laws.

Kathleen Bronner, Chairman
       Granby Board of Appeals

James Trompke, Chairman
Granby Planning Board

04/012, 04/19/2024 

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
townreminder@turley.com

Scan QR Code

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Town Reminder

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

out the season the Railers started slow-
ly. That translated into a big early defi-
cit and with the talented Brad Arvanitis 
in goal foe Maine, that deficit looked 
like Mt. Katahdin.

“I wasn’t thinking good thoughts,” 
coach Jordan Smotherman said of that 
bad beginning, “but we have a resilient 
group and they did not let down.”

The Railers argued that the Mari-
ners’ fourth goal by Sebastian Vidmar 
was directed in off his skate. That was 
at 3:24. They lost the debate but Calder 
scored his second of the game at 5:10 
and the mood changed.

“As soon as we scored the second 
goal everything on the bench shifted,” 
Smotherman said. “It got everybody’s 
attention. The shoulders all came back 
from a slouch.”

Calder made it 4-3 at 6:50 on what 
might have been the pass of the year 
from Joey Cipollone. Reece Newkirk 
tied it at 10:42 and Christian Krygier 
put Worcester ahead for good at 11:11. 
It was Krygier’s second goal of the sea-
son, first since opening night.

Calder got his fourth at 18:14 with 
the Railers on a power play.

Tyler Drevitch got Maine back on 
the board at 1:43 of the third period 
making it a one-goal with lots of time 
left. Calder got his fifth at 4:48, though, 
to restore some scoreboard space.

Brendan Robbins hit an empty net 
at 18:17 and Ryan Verrier got his fourth 
of the season at 18:37 to set the fran-
chise record.

Henrik Tikkanen got the win with 
22 saves on 27 shots. Arvanitis was re-
placed by Shane Starrett for the third 
period and he made two saves.

RAILERS from page 8

Town Meeting in May.
Massachusetts law stipulates 

that districts that are unable to 
approve a budget will receive 
sufficient appropriation from 
the state’s Department of Ed-
ucation until a budget can be 
passed. If a school district fails 
to pass a budget by Dec. 1 of 
any year, the Department of 
Education assumes operation of 
that district, and the correspond-
ing town or towns will have the 
funding needed for the school 
deducted from local aid.

McLaughlin also responded 
to assertions that budget dis-
cussions were not being had 
publicly or in a timely manner. 
Speaking in the context of dis-
cussions around decreasing re-
liance on School Choice funds, 
the Superintendent gave the re-
minder that public meetings are 
being held whether community 
members are choosing to watch 
them or not.

“I can’t control who tunes 
in,” he said. “But to suggest 
that those conversations hav-
en’t been had or weren’t had in 
a timely manner is just contra-

dicted by the fact. Those agen-
das are publicly posted, as are 
the meeting notes and minutes.”

The Superintendents con-
firmed that ratios between stu-
dents and teachers as well as 
between students and parapro-
fessionals would still be well 
within ideal ranges after ac-
counting for staffing cuts, while 
still leaving room for additional 
enrollments and inbound School 
Choice students for the coming 
year. Voyik specifically stat-
ed that any students requiring 
one-to-one support according to 
their Individualized Education 
Plan would continue to receive 
that level of support going for-
ward.

The two also spoke at length 
about special education in the 
district, discussing their intent 
to implement an approach that 
seeks to reduce unnecessary 
referrals for special education 
while ensuring students in need 
of IEPs are receiving the appro-
priate service and attention they 
need, with keeping special edu-
cation students in-district iden-
tified as a top priority.

After the Superintendents 
had completed their presenta-

tion, School Committee mem-
ber Larry Dixon spoke up to 
voice his discontent over its 
considerable length.

“I appreciate all the informa-
tion you’re giving, but an hour-
plus long presentation is hard to 
comment on when we’re sitting 
and listening,” he said. “There’s 
some aspects here that I did 
want to comment on, but sitting 
and listening for an hour-plus is 
quite tough to really then have 
discussion.” 

Dixon went on to express 
his concern that difficulty with 
reaching and engaging with the 
public might be the most sig-
nificant hurdle facing the com-
mittee and the administration 
in dealing with the issues dis-
cussed.

“I think the key challenge 
that I see here is really around 
this awareness raising, and how 
do we get this message out,” he 
said. 

He went on to say, “The im-
pression I’m getting from in-
dividuals is that this is all kind 
of a surprise to them. And, you 
know, that’s not a surprise be-
cause there’s so few people that 
attend these meetings. So I think 

in many ways the system is kind 
of broken.”

Other members of the 
School Committee pushed back 
on these statements from Dixon.

“South Hadley cable TV 
here has these meetings posted 
publicly,” said committee mem-
ber Daniel Vieu. “You could 
find them very easily. You could 
sift through these meetings and 
hear verbatim the conversation 
that we had today on multiple 
occasions.”

Vieu later added, “I don’t 
think it should be the Super-
intendent’s responsibility to 
spoon-feed that information to 
people who are now suddenly 
paying attention.”

Vice-Chair Danielle Cooke 
felt that she fell in the middle 
of the two opinions. “I appre-
ciate the presentation so much 
because I think it answered all 
of the critiques that we’ve had 
in the last few weeks,” she said. 
“But I also empathize because it 
is a repeat of the things that we 
just did all year.”

SCHOOL from page 1

controlled environment. Planting 
them without a period of accli-
matization may mean disaster!   

Place them outdoors in a 
shady spot protected from the 
wind for only a few hours each 
day. As the days progress keep 
them out longer and increase 
their exposure to bright sun and 
wind.  

Don’t forget to water during 
this process, but forgo all fertil-
izer. 

With less than two months to 
go until the danger of frost is of-
ficially passed, our home grown 
seedlings won’t have long to 
wait, and neither will we!

Roberta McQuaid graduated 
from the Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 4
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com

 Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

FOR SALE SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES

Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets. Call/text Melvin 413-
265-6737 to set up your visit.

BROOKFIELD HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT seeks two additional 
full-time employees to fill Operator/
Laborer vacancies (Operator II).  
Full-time 40 hours per week. This is a 
fully benefited position. For questions, 
or to submit letter of interest and re-
sume, please email Lindsey at High-
way@brookfieldma.us 
Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions have been filled.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

GRANT WRITER/
FACILITATOR 

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for a 
part-time (15 hours per week) 
Grant Writer/Facilitator.  See job 
description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary is commensurate with 
experience, Current appropria-
tion is $30.28 per hour. Please 
submit a resume and cover letter 
to selectmen@brookfield-
ma.us Open until filled.
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have flexible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

TOWN TREASURER:

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for the 
full- time (40-hour week) position 
of Town Treasurer. Full job de-
scription at brookfieldma.us. 
Salary commensurate with ex-
perience. Current appropriation 
is $80,498.62.  Submit cover let-
ter and resume to: selectmen@
brookfieldma.us.  Reviews begin 
week of April 15th.  Open until 
filled.  The Town of Brookfield is 
an Equal Opportunity/ Affirma-
tive Action Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

AUTOSERVICES HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Community
newspapers
championed

“mobile-friendly” 

Keep up with current trends, our newspaper 
web sites are mobile-friendly too!

Easily connect with your community news, 
find quick links to our facebook feeds, 

browse newspaper archives and 
submit your own news items by visiting
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Summer EventSummer Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your summer
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
SUMMERFEST 

Supplement which 
publishes May 22.

Deadline for submissionsDeadline for submissions
is April 22.is April 22.

Community 
Summer Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
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Class Grass
GARDEN CENTER

140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-7979 • www.classgrass.com

“Your Complete G“Your Complete GARDEN ARDEN Center”Center”

Annuals • Perennials • Water Garden Supplies
Bark Mulch & Loam • Propane • Open 7 Days

Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden
Get your green thumbs in gear right here!Get your green thumbs in gear right here!

GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN
108 West State Street, Granby • 1-413-467-3838

For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor,

Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs

OPEN 
Monday - 
Saturday

Hodgen Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
✦

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436

SOUTH HADLEY • 533-5503
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)

Rototillers, brush mowers, 
pressure washers, overseeders, 

dethatchers, and more.

tjsrental.com

Your lawn projects start here!Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets, 
House Plants, 

Gardening Supplies,
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure,
Compost & More

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

Power Equipment
Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 

Belchertown
413-323-5435

Farm Supply
Rte. 202 N. 357 Daniel Shays Hwy, 

Belchertown
413-323-6336

www.devonlane.com

• Mowers • Lawn Tractors 
• Chainsaws • Trimmers 
• Generators • Brush Cutters 
• Hedge Trimmers 
• Rototillers & More

ANDREW’S 
GREENHOUSE

1184 S. East St.
S. Amherst, MA
(413) 253-2937

www.andrewsgreenhouse.com

Brush Mowing - Tree Work
Botanical Consultations
Specializing in Invasive Plants
Fencelines

LEARN TO GROWLEARN TO GROW
Specializing in set-up of outdoor gardens. Specializing in set-up of outdoor gardens. 
From Cannabis to Vegetables.

Call me for your garden set-up today!
413-523-3272 Clinton Racine, Owner
Lifetime of Experience • Educated at UMASS

LAND MANAGEMENT

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

Community Table:
Mon-Fri Served by 12:15 p.m. 

Breakfast-To-Go:
Mon- Fri Pick-up at Noon.

Breakfast Meals are intended to be warmed for the 
following day. Reserve meals by noon the day before. 
A suggested confidential donation of $2.50 for guests 
60+. Those under 60 are charged $6.50 per Federal Reg-
ulations. The title III-C Meal Site program is provided 
by WMEC through funding from EOEA. For nutrition 
questions call WMEC 413-538-9020. x313

APRIL 2024

Friday, April 19 at 8:30 a.m.
Gentlemen’s Breakfast (Free!)

Hosts - Steven Laplante
and Jameson Glanville

ERA M. Connie Laplante Real Estate
April Culinary Lessons

For those who have completed kitchen safety orienta-
tion Meatloaf (3-ways) Limit 30 cooks. Supply fee $10; 

Prep & Culinary Lesson:
Mon., April 22  2 p.m.
Final Firing & Meal:

Tuesday, April 23 2:00 p.m.
Traditional meatloaf, South African Boboti, and Ca-

jun Shepherds pie.

Tuesday, April 30 at 5:00 p.m.
All are welcome. Refreshments provided. An in-

tergenerational runway extravaganza of Sustainable 
Fashion pieces crafted by South Hadley Senior Center 
makers, PVPA sustainable fashion 7th-8th grade stu-
dents, and designers, Petula Bloomfield and Aimee 

Charlesworth. Runway show at 5:00 p.m.
Live music by the fabulous Michael Wilbur, saxo-

phonist. Sign up to present your fashion or participate as 
a model for the show. In addition there will be items for 
sale at the event!

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
New! Ukelele Group Sessions

Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. Beginning April 2nd; Interme-
diate level group playing in a Round Robin setting.

New! Chair “Line” Dance with Jennifer Jones
Thursdays at 3:15

Beginning on April 4th
Join Line dance instructor Jennifer for a fun, ener-

getic exercise workout, choreographed to music for all 
levels and all abilities!

South Hadley Council on Aging 45 Dayton Street, South Hadley • 413-538-5030 
 www.southhadley.org/324/Council-on-Aging


