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Voters turn away both options

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - On
Tuesday, despite the endorse-
ment of representative town
meeting, the voters of South
Hadley rejected override bal-
lot questions, one for $9 mil-
lion and one for $11 million.

If either had passed, the
town would have been able
to tax property additionally
to raise the amount needed
to balance a current budget
deficit the town is facing
heading for FY2027.

Reaction has already
started pouring in, and even
resulted in a walkout among
the overwhelming major-
ity of the population at
South Hadley High School
walked out of the building
on Wednesday morning and
staged a protest in response
to the vote.

Warnings from town of-
ficials during the budget and
time leading up to the elec-
tion centered around losses
in programming through cuts
that would be made to the
budget if the overrides were
not approve.

High school students
could see drastic changes, in-
cluding the loss of all extra-
curricular activities, all high
school varsity and sub-var-

sity sports teams, and
advanced  placement
classes for students.

According to a re-
port from the school
district, students walked
out of class and marched
to the football field lo-
cated behind the school
building. Staff remind-
ed students this was not a
school-sanctioned event, ac-
cording to an email sent by
Principal Elizabeth Wood to
parents. She stated the police
were notified and while some
students returned to class,
others marched to Scala
School and then on to Town
Hall to continue their protest
of the vote.

While the school district
expressed a desire to not
have students miss instruc-
tional time and be in compli-
ance with safety protocols,
they also support students
expressing themselves in a
safe, respectful matter.

The South Hadley Po-
lice Department was called
and helped monitor students
who had left the building and
school grounds.

The election Tuesday
saw voters vote down the
$9 million override with
58.2% against. The $11 mil-
lion override was rejected by
64.8% of voters.
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With the rejection of the
overrides, the budget returns
to town officials, including
Town Administrator Lisa

Supporters of the override hold their signs at South Hadley High School on Tuesday.

Wong, and the Select Board.
The officials will have to go
back to the drawing board
and look at their options in

SOUTH
HADLEY

o
org .m%'

order to address the budget
deficits the town and school
district are facing.
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In another area,
those who want the .'

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

hopes to have more, includ-
ing reaction from town offi-
cials in next week’s edition
of the paper.

Student creates free after
school tutoring program

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY -
Homework Hub, a mentor-
ship program created by
South Hadley High School
student Rehan Shahid, is a
tutoring service that runs out
of the South Hadley Library
every Thursday operating
between the hours of 3:30
and 5 p.m. for the month of
April.

“I’'ve just seen a lot of
students around here strug-
gling with classwork,” said
Rehan Shahid, a junior at
South Hadley High School,
when asked about what in-

spired his mentorship pro-
gram. “I just thought I need-
ed to make a change to help
them.”

Having troubles with his
own studies in the past and in
turn experiencing trouble in
asking for help himself, Sha-
hid identified that “creating
a space where students felt
welcome” was an essential
need for the local academic
community. Taking it upon
himself to fill that need, the
high school student creat-
ed Homework Hub, created
his own advertisement flier
for the tutoring program,
and reached out to the South
Hadley Library to reserve a
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room for the proposed after
school service.

“I'm hoping to get like
every student that needs
help and have them get the
help they need,” replied
Shahid regarding his hopes
for Homework Hub. He
plans on expanding the vol-
unteer program’s reach to
“other towns” once there
are more kids signed up and
when the program has more
volunteers to support the
workload. Though Shahid
does most of the tutoring
himself right now, there are
occasions where he needs

Please see TUTOR, page 5
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Rehan Shahid proudly stands in front of the sign that advertises his homework help services.

Granby OKs FY27 sewer hikes

Officials warn of multimillion-dollar Forge Pond Dam fix

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY - Officials ad-
opted new sewer rates and re-
viewed a fragile but balanced
fiscal 2027 budget, while
warning that looming costs,
from trash and recycling to
dam repairs, could force dif-
ficult choices.

Granby’s FY27 budget
will balance without an over-
ride and keep basic services
running for another year, but
Selectboard members and the
town’s longtime former ad-
ministrator warned that major
infrastructure and operating
pressures are closing in.

In a wide-ranging pre-
sentation, interim financial
adviser Chris Martin opened
with the bottom line on the
budget.

Martin explained that he
was asked to assemble the
FY27 spending plan because
the current interim town ad-
ministrator was uncomfort-
able building the full munici-
pal budget.

The plan uses borrow-
ing for larger capital items
and includes $500,000 in
free cash for the schools as
an “above minimum contri-
bution,” continuing a recent
practice. Even so, school
officials have signaled they
want substantially more.

“I believe a number I've
heard out there is they are
going to be about $700,000
short of what they’re look-
ing for. We do not have that
type of money available pe-
riod, unless you want to put
an override together for that
figure,” Martin said.

Sewer rates rise
as costs climb

Acting as sewer com-
missioners, the Selectboard
voted to increase rates for
all sewer users beginning
in FY27, driven largely by
outside charges, including
South Hadley’s higher sewer
use fee.

Martin laid out the new
annual charges per Equiva-
lent Dwelling Unit (EDU):

“We are looking at for
the community’s septic sys-
tem users to go from 335 per
EDU per year to $337 per
EDU per year for the five
corners portion of the sewer
to go from $804 per year per
EDU to $857 per year, or per
EDU per year. And for the
houses that are on the South

Please see FY27, page 10

Granby schools wrestle with volatile
SPED costs and looming deficit

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY - School
leaders are grappling with
soaring special education
costs, unstable state aid and
rising insurance and trans-
portation expenses, leaving
a cushion of reserves and
an FY27 budget gap that ap-
proaches $400,000 despite
town support.

A single change in one
student’s special education
placement has become the
latest symbol of how unpre-
dictable costs are straining
the district’s finances and
forcing difficult choices for
the coming fiscal year.

During the April 7 School
Committee budget hearing
and subsequent meeting,
Superintendent Mary Jane

Rickson and School Com-
mittee Chair Jennifer Bar-
tosz returned repeatedly to
six interconnected themes:
surging special education
expenses, the remaining
FY27 deficit, major budget
drivers like insurance and
transportation, the limits
of a “level service” budget,
athletic safety coverage and
donations and growing con-
cern about the budget and
oversight at Pathfinder Re-
gional Vocational Technical
High School.
Special education costs
and budget whiplash
Rickson opened the hear-
ing by explaining how spe-
cial education has reshaped
the budget since the com-
mittee’s last meeting.

She said that while the
district had already pared its

initial $1.4 million wish-list
deficit, a recent change in
an out-of-district student’s
placement quickly erased
anticipated savings. To keep
the budget afloat, the district
tapped its last major safety
net.

Bartosz, stressing she
was not opposed to meeting
any student’s needs, said the
speed and size of the finan-
cial swing was alarming.

“We were negative, I
don’t know, whatever it
was, 12% or something last
week, and now we’re up 9%
so that’s a 21% change in a
week,” she said. “So what’s
to say that this... we’re not
going to have another 21%
change next week?”

The chair likened the

Please see SCHOOLS, page 4
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Local photographer’s exhibit on display at State House

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN - The
Quabbin Reservoir is on dis-
play at the Massachusetts State
House Senate Gallery. The ex-
hibit, entitled “Quabbin — Yes-
terday and Today,” is a photog-
raphy collage of the Quabbin,
which is a combination of old
archival photos of the region
as well as photos taken by lo-
cal nature photographer and
Friends of the Quabbin board
member Ed Comeau.

“It’s just amazing,” said
Comeau as he reflected on the
three pictures featured in the
gallery that were taken by Bert
Brooks, a well-known photog-
rapher from the 1800s. “Back
in those days, cameras were
pretty substantial pieces of
equipment. Every day he was
out walking around taking pic-
tures just like that of everyday
life in the valley.”

The reservoir today is the
largest unfiltered public water
source in the region, supply-
ing about 2.7 million people
across Massachusetts with
clean drinking water. The ma-
jority of the supply feeds into
the metro Boston area; with
Wilbraham, South Hadley, and
Chicopee also getting their
water from the reservoir.

The region is protected
by a stewardship between the
twelve towns that remain in
the area, as well as the De-
partment of Conservation and
Recreation’s Division of Wa-
ter Supply Protection. This
partnership also protects thou-
sands of acres of open space,
which are used for both public
recreation and land conser-
vation. Comeau’s main rea-
son for the exhibit is to raise
legislative awareness. While
working with Senator Olivei-
ra on “some quadrant related
legislation,” Comeau saw an
opportunity to educate Bos-

city’s drinking water comes
from.

“Many people in Boston
have no idea where their water
comes from,” said Comeau.
“So I said, well, what if we
had some sort of exhibit at
the State House to educate the
other senators from the Boston
area about the Quabbin?”

The Quabbin was con-
structed between the years
of 1930 and 1946 through
the damming and intentional
flooding the Swift River Val-
ley. Four towns, Dana, En-
field, Greenwich, and Prescott,
were flooded for the sake of
the project. The clearing of the
valley moved and razed town
buildings, as well as relocated
over two thousand five hun-
dred residents through eminent
domain land reclamation.

Comeau also explained that
a massive tunnel was dug be-
tween the Quabbin and Wahu-
sett reservoirs, a key engineer-
ing project when developing
the region. The stark contrast
captured in the exhibit be-
tween the modern day area and
the valley before the project is
striking. The exhibit includes
snapshots of past everyday life
in the Quabbin. From a young
boy displaying a caught fish to
a group of children returning
home from school, the archi-
val photos offer a rare glimpse
into the valley’s past.

The exhibit includes pho-
tos of regional wildlife, land-
scape portraits of the reservoir
itself, and slice of life pictures
taken from the region. The ex-
hibit will be hosted throughout
April and May at the Massa-
chusetts Senate Gallery lo-
cated in the State House in
Boston. A virtual tour of the
exhibit may also be accessed
on photographer Ed Comeau’s
website at www.ComeauPho-
tography.com/StateHouseEx-
hibit and was possible by a
Mass Cultural Council grant

ton politicians on where their

GLERK / TREASURER

SOUTH HADLEY FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2

South Hadley Fire District No. 2 seeks a qualified professional
to fill the fulltime (40 hour) position of Clerk/Treasurer. The Clerk/
Treasurer serves as the District’s Financial Manager. The Clerk/
Treasurer is responsible for district funds, accounts payable,
payroll, employee benefits, debt management, cash flow,
the annual district election, annual district meeting, budget
preparation, publishing the Annual Report of Officers and ensuring
compliance with state and federal regulations and reporting
requirements.

Municipal financial experience with a working knowledge
of municipal procedures and state and federal laws is highly
advantageous. Minimum qualifications include: three years of
progressive accounting and financial management experience,
experience managing a budget of 2.5 million; payroll processes,
auditing and the demonstrated ability to utilize multiple financial
software platforms. The successful candidate must be bondable,
and must attain CMMT designation within four years.

Desired qualifications include a bachelor’s degree in finance,
business administration, accounting or public administration,
previous municipal experience and SoftRight software experience.
CMMT, MMAAA or MCPPQ designation additionally advantageous.
A combination of experience and education will be considered.

This fully benefited position works under a three-year,
renewable memorandum of agreement. Hiring salary range is
$75,000 to $82,000. The top salary step exceeds the hiring range.
Visit the District website shdistrict2.org for the full job description.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Review of
applications will begin immediately.

Send cover letter and resume to:

Barbara Miller, Clerk/Treasurer, South Hadley Fire District No. 2,

20 Woodbridge Street, South Hadley, MA 01075

Electronic submissions in PDF format: BMiller@shdistrict2.org

South Hadley Fire District No. 2 is an equal opportunity
employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin,
age, disability or veteran status.

to the Friends of the Quabbin..

Charming vistas bring the region to life.

Local fisherman keep the tradition alive in the valley.

PART-TIME GLERK / TREASURER

SOUTH HADLEY FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2

South Hadley Fire District No. 2 seeks a qualified
professional to fill the part-time (19-24 hour) position of
Clerk/Treasurer. The Clerk/Treasurer maintains oversight of
the District’s financial health, under the policy direction of the
Prudential Committee. The Clerk/Treasurer is responsible for
receipt and disbursement of district funds, payroll processes,
employee benefits, debt management, cash flow, the annual
district election, ensuring compliance with state and federal
regulations and reporting requirements.

Municipal financial experience with a working knowledge
of municipal procedures and state and federal laws is highly
advantageous. Minimum qualifications include: three years of
progressive experience in financial management, administration
of payroll, employee benefits and other human resource functions,
and the demonstrated ability to utilize multiple financial software
platforms. The successful candidate must be bondable, and must
attain Certified Massachusetts Municipal Treasurer (CMMT) status
within four years.

Desired qualifications include a bachelor’s degree in finance,
business administration, accounting or public administration,
previous municipal experience and SoftRight software experience.
CMMT, MMAAA or MCPPQ designation additionally advantageous.
A combination of experience and education will be considered.

The successful candidate will work under a three-year,
renewable memorandum of agreement. The hiring range is
$35.00 to $39.00 hourly. The top step exceeds the hiring range.
Visit the District website shdistrict2.org for the full job description.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Review of
applications will begin immediately.

Send cover letter and resume to:

Barbara Miller, Clerk/Treasurer, South Hadley Fire District No. 2,

20 Woodbridge Street, South Hadley, MA 01075

Electronic submissions in PDF format BMiller@shdistrict2.org

South Hadley Fire District No. 2 is an equal opportunity
employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender

Local natural wildlife is on display as part of the Quabhin
Reservoir Exhibit.

e ONoOVvAmN's 80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Irish Pub doig:fsiagggchm
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm,; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm
Saturday, [} Saturday,
April ' April
18th 25th
Dee Frank
{ Reilly Serafino |

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET!
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

GENTER CUT

INFLATION 2%

PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST S 202

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC.....

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LO

I
LOIN END or RIB END ROAST ...

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF NECK BONES $3

.~ '<, " GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH............. S-B 49

SALE DATES:

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAKS

39
$1 $Q99
Ib

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF e

4/16/26-4/22/26 _ BUY DIRECT FOR

PRICES IN_ RED
P ARE AT OR BEL
¢ LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 101006 # D&

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 15 516 meume > @ 1 7

<

USDA INSP. PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE
LAYER CAKE 195 0zumunsnmmmnmnnns > -3 22

BEEF CHUCK .
e oS ROASTarSTEAK CHICKEN PARMASEAN
WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA... > <3 b N EMPANADA s 07> 3 O
g?ll\ljf\s:gsf?HEESE..................... 53 JSDA INSP USDA INSP. QF FROZEN

COQKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 215 84G..

[f 90 Meat Outlet@

HOURS: Won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6  Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

i

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

413-737-1288

Wednesday Night
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$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm
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Grinspoon banquets
scheduled for next month

HOLYOKE - The Pioneer
Valley Excellence in Teach-
ing Awards will honor 90
teachers from over 20 West-
ern Massachusetts school dis-
tricts at celebratory banquets
at the Log Cabin in Holyoke
on May 6, 12 and 20.

The program will fea-
ture anawards presenta-
tion honoring the winners,
who will each receive an
engraved plaque and mon-
etary award in recognition
of their achievement, along
with generous tuition incen-
tives and scholarships offered
by the following colleges
and universities in the re-
gion: American International
College, Bay Path Universi-
ty, Elms College, Springfield
College, Western New En-
gland University, Westfield
State University, and the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts.

Winners also  receive
a 3-month membership to
one of the six regional YM-
CAs and a 1- month member-
ship to the Springfield Jewish
Community Center.

The Pioneer  Valley Ex-

cellence in Teaching Awards
program, now in its23rd
year, is made possible by the
Harold Grinspoon Charitable
Foundation in partnership
with the Irene E. & George A.
Davis  Foundation and sup-
ported by the American In-
ternational ~ College, Smith
College, Arrha Credit Union
a division of BrightBridge
Credit  Union,  Country
Bank, and Meyers Brothers
Kalicka.

“Our teachers serve not
only as educators, but also as
mentors, community leaders,
and innovators. They play
a fundamental role in sup-
porting families and building
communities. It is a great
privilege to recognize out-
standing teachers in the Pi-
oneer Valley.” Michelle
Moon, Director, Excellence
in Teaching Awards at the
Harold Grinspoon Charitable
Foundation.

For a complete list of the
2026 award winners, please
visit the Harold Grinspoon
Charitable Foundation web-
site: hgef.org.
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Women’s Club
to hold Fashion Show

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Women’s Club is
sponsoring a Fashion Show
Luncheon on Thursday,
April 23, at the St. Cecilia
Parish Center, 42 Main St.,
Wilbraham.

Clothing from CHI-
CO’S in the Longmeadow
Shops will be featured.
The catered luncheon
choices are Salmon with
dill sauce or Chicken Fran-
caise. There will also be a
raffle for many prizes and
gift certificates.

Join us at 11:30 a.m.
for a social time with

hors d’oeuvres, followed
by lunch at noon. The
donation is $42 and is a
fundraiser for the club’s
scholarships and charitable
donations to needy orga-
nizations in the area. For
reservations, please make
checks payable to Wilbra-
ham Women’s Club and
mail them to Sue Agnew,
7 Aspen Dr., Wilbraham,
01095. For questions, call
Sue at 596-9480. Be sure
to include the meal choice
in the memo of the check.
Also, include whom you
wish to sit with.

Granby holding
candidates night

GRANBY - The Town
of Granby Communica-
tions Committee is hosting
a Meet The Candidate’s
night at the East Mead-
ow School Cafeteria on
Wednesday, May 6 at 6:30

p-m. All candidates run-
ning for local office will
be given an opportunity
to speak, with Q&A from
attendees. Childcare will
be provided by the Granby
National Honor Society.

Page 3

Harmony House to host
Pizza for a Purpose
fundraiser April 23

CHICOPEE - Local non-
profit Harmony House of
Western Massachusetts invites
the community to its upcom-
ing Pizza for a Purpose fund-
raiser on Thursday, April 23
from 5 to 8 p.m. at View Street
Tavern, 92 View Street in Chi-
copee.

This family-friendly event
will directly support Harmony
House’s mission of providing
a home with compassionate
end-of-life care and compan-
ionship to hospice patients in
need. Guests can enjoy all-
you-can-eat pizza, along with
raffles, a cash bar with local
celebrity bartenders, and a

50/50 drawing.

Tickets are $20 for adults,
$10 for children ages 3-17,
and free for children 2 and un-
der. Tickets can be purchased
at the door or online in ad-
vance. View Street Tavern is
generously donating the pizza
and space for this event, en-
suring that funds raised direct-
ly support Harmony House
and its residents. Harmony
House is seeking additional
sponsors to help meet its fund-
raising goal. Visit Harmony-
HouseWMA .org/PizzaNight
to purchase tickets, become a
sponsor, or learn more about
the event and the nonprofit.

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation ¢ Underground Utilities
Water ® Sewer e Septic ® Drainage

Grading ® Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 » Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.

Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley

South Hadley Residents
Smith Educational Fund

” THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

e

S
-

(413) 323-6175

178 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA

duing on by The Roadhousre Cafe!
Specials Are Served All Week
And Breakfast Is Served All Day!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

Applications for financial assistance through the Smith Educational Fund are
available in the Superintendent’s Office, South Hadley Public Schools,
116 Main St, South Hadley, MA 01075.

@ theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

Applicants must be: A resident of South Hadley

Under twenty-one years of age
Registered to attend a post-secondary school

Application deadline: May 22, 2026

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

|
Storm

4
b1/

H
Stump
Grinding
H

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call today for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com

DL&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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By Russell Gloor y

Dear Rusty: I am 79.
My husband is also 79
and we both receive So-
cial Security benefits. We
were both married before
and we married each oth-
er at the age of 58. Am I to
understand correctly that
when either of us dies,
the surviving spouse is
not eligible to collect the
deceased spouse’s Social
Security benefits? Please
correct me if I am wrong.
Signed: Curious

Spouse

Dear Curious
Spouse:

A surviving spouse

only gets one benefit - ei-
ther their own SS retire-
ment amount, or their de-
ceased spouse’s amount,
whichever is more. So,
the Social Security bene-
fit that the deceased was
receiving at death will
be paid to the surviving
spouse, replacing any
smaller SS payment the
survivor was already col-
lecting. To be sure you
are aware, the surviving
spouse will also be eligi-
ble for a one-time lump
sum death benefit of $255
(I know it isn’t much, but
it should be claimed any-
way).

Also, unless the sur-
viving spouse was already
receiving a spousal ben-
efit while both partners
were living, the surviv-
ing spouse will need to
contact Social Security
at 1-800-772-1213 or at
the local SS field office
to make an appointment
to apply for their survivor
benefit.

One other thing to be
aware of since you were
both married before: if ei-
ther of you die, and your
first marriage lasted at
least 10 years and your
ex-spouse has also died,
the surviving spouse will
have a choice to collect
a survivor benefit from

When a spouse dies will the other get
a Social Security Survivor Benefit?

either the ex-spouse or
the most recently de-
ceased spouse, whichev-
er amount is more. But,
again, you can only col-
lect one benefit payment
as a surviving spouse ei-
ther from your ex-spouse
or from your recently de-
ceased spouse, whichever
benefit is higher.

FYI, survivor bene-
fits are a confusing area
of Social Security, so
you might also find in-
formative this article I
recently published, as it
goes more deeply into
surviving spouse bene-
fits including benefits for
surviving minor children
and surviving adult dis-
abled children. Read the
article titled “Demystify-
ing Social Security Sur-
vivor Benefits” at www.
amacfoundation.org/de-
mystifying-social-securi-
ty-survivor-benefits/. Of
course, if you have any
further questions, please
contact us at 1-888-750-
2622 or email us at SSad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. There is never a fee
for our services.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, Vvis-
it  amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor

for AMAC.

What | did last weekend in the garden

to last Saturday, a day in

which I did not have to
drive anywhere. I could sim-
ply stay put and work on get-
ting the yard in shape.

Boy, was it a long winter,
and there was proof of that no
matter where I turned.

Read on to learn
which outdoor and in-
door gardening activ-
ities kept me busy.

First I decided to
tackle the perennial
and shrub borders
that T walk by the
most often. Half of
the reason we garden
is because we like to stand
back in admiration, so I fig-
ured if I cleaned those up I'd
have something to feel good
about on my way to the car or
the chicken coop.

I leave many perennials
standing through the winter,
especially those with seed
heads the birds might like to
dine on.

So, before I got out the
rake, I went plant by plant
with my hedge clippers, cut-
ting the dead and brown stalks
to about “fist” height from
the ground. Hedge clippers
make fast work of this task.
After that came the rake, with
which I carefully cleaned the
bed of matted leaves and the
plant parts I just cut back. As
I was working, I weeded out
clover, and some perennial
grasses that appeared within

Iwas so looking forward

the bed, and although I am no-
where near ready to apply bark
mulch, I got out the spade and
did my best to put a crisp edge
on the border with the lawn.
Looking good.

While I was putting tools

de

®

he

B D

away I found (gasp) some hy-
acinth and daffodil bulbs that
never got planted in the fall. I
cannot even believe that there
were green tips on these bulbs
that sat in a empty pot in my
unheated subarctic garden
shed over the winter months.

I figured that after that tor-
ture they deserved to be plant-
ed. I sunk them twice their
height deep and watered them
in. Say a prayer.

My “Redbud garden”
shares a stone wall with some
thornless blackberry bushes. It
may not have been smart on
my account to have an orna-
mental garden opposite plants
that like to sucker like crazy
but such is life when you want
to squeeze in as many plants as
you can into the space you’ve
got...Anyway, ten foot long

canes jumped the wall into the
bed where I have a few bulbs
and biennials at the base of the
Redbud.

I was able to give the canes
a strong yank and lo and be-
hold I have three new black-
berry bushes free for the tak-
ing. I separated them from the
mother plant, potted them up
and will delight a friend with
them, just as my friend
Kelly’s husband had done

for me some years back.
These berries are so
wonderful. Even with a
small patch I am always
able to freeze a couple of
quarts for use in the offseason.
Yum!

With stems cut back,
leaves raked, weeds and suck-
ers removed and the beds giv-
en a crisp edge, I felt good
enough about leaving outly-
ing gardens for another day. It
was time to turn my attention
to tomato seedlings that had
long since outgrown the seed
packs the seeds were sown in
the third week of March.

Typically we transplant
when the first true leaves form.
I am maybe a week late.

Carefully I lifted out the
clumps of seedlings and gently
pried the roots apart. Tomato
seedlings can be sunk deeply,
almost up to their leaves; new
roots will form on the stems.

After a gentle watering
they will go back under the
grow lights they until they are

Please see GARDEN, page 5
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process to a board game rath-
er than serious budgeting.

“It feels like we’re play-
ing with Monopoly money...
or the game of life. We’re go-
ing to spin the... spin and...
we have no control over some
of those things,” Bartosz said.

With circuit breaker funds
fully committed for FY27,
both acknowledged that any
high-cost student moving
into Granby, even on Aug. 1,
could force cuts elsewhere in
the budget.

Deficit shrinks
but still looms

Despite the volatility,
Rickson emphasized that
careful trimming and new
help from the town have
narrowed, but not erased,
the FY27 budget gap.

The district’s initial in-
ternal budget development,
which included principals’
and departments’ full “wish
lists,” produced a rough-
ly $1.4 million deficit. After
multiple rounds of reduc-
tions and offsets, Rickson
said: “Our working deficit
is, right now, as of today,
is $390,000,” she told the
committee.

Bartosz  thanked the
town for stepping up with
more aid than anticipated.

“l appreciate the fact
that the town even found
$500,000 because it could
have been, it could have
been $150 or it could have
been $10 and been like,
‘Here you go,”” she said.

Even so, she pointed

out that if another special
education change had cost
$100,000 less, the district
would “still [be] almost
$300,000” in the hole.

Insurance, inflation

and state aid gaps

Rickson devoted a sig-
nificant portion of her pre-
sentation to explaining the
structural pressures behind
the numbers: health insur-
ance hikes, inflation, trans-
portation and a mismatch
between state aid and re-
quired local spending.

She noted that Hamp-
shire County Trust insur-
ance rates jumped, and the
foundation for employee
benefits increased 8.29%,
with insurance driving up
the town’s in-kind contri-
bution.

At the same time, she
said, the state’s main school
funding program isn’t keep-
ing pace.

“When the governor
creates a budget, they talk
about how much money
you’re going to get per pu-
pil. Right now, it is allocat-
ed at $75 per pupil,” Rick-
son said.

She added that Chapter
70 state funding increased
“only by every 1%” while
required local spending
rose 4.4%, calling it “a
huge disconnect.”

Inflation, especially for
fuel, remains another wild
card.

“We never know what
next week price is going to
be on something else, diesel
fuel,” Rickson said.

Level service goals,
but real tradeoffs

The superintendent framed
the FY27 request as a “level
service” budget — an attempt
to provide the same services
as last year without program
cuts.

“We’re looking for a level
service budget this year. We
want to make sure that our
teachers and students are get-
ting the best for them. Now
we’re doing the best we can
with what we have,” Rickson
said

She said the district aims
to preserve core instruction,
Advanced Placement and ear-
ly college offerings, sports
and after-school activities,
specials like art and mu-
sic, technology and building
maintenance.

But to close the gap, Rick-
son outlined likely impacts:

* No new positions that ad-
ministrators had hoped to add.

* Reduced professional de-
velopment funding.

e Complete depletion of
the circuit breaker reserve.

e Possible cuts to

Chromebook repair and
replacement, playground
mulch, baseball and softball
field work, gym floor refinish-
ing and some contracted spe-
cial education services.

“Our total operating bud-
get from FY 26 what we'’re
asking should be only 2.8%...
from last year,” Rickson
said, noting that while 2.8
to 2.86% might sound mod-
est, “it is a small town. So
$356,000 is a good chunk of
change.”

Athletic trainer coverage
and potential donations

Some proposed trims fo-
cused on athletics and facil-
ities, prompting questions
about student safety and
community support.

Bartosz asked about
reducing athletic trainer
hours, given state require-
ments.

“What do we do in that
case? Because aren’t we
required by Mia to have a
trainer or EMT or some kind
of service on site,” she said.

An administrator ex-
plained that Granby would
still meet mandatory cover-
age for specific sports and
tournament rounds through
contractual services but
would not be able to add ex-
tra hours.

“We will meet our obli-
gations, but we’re not able
to expand what we offer,”
he said.

Bartosz then raised the
possibility of volunteers
and donations, asking if li-
censed EMTs who are par-
ents could donate sideline
services and whether the
district could accept dona-
tions for playground mulch,
field maintenance and even
Chromebooks.

“Is that something that
we can accept donations
for?” she asked of the play-
ground and fields, then add-
ed, “Same for other things
too, like Chromebooks and
other things.”

Administrators indicated
they were open to exploring
those ideas.

Pathfinder budget

and oversight worries

The meeting also turned
to Pathfinder Regional Voca-
tional Technical High School,
where rising assessments for
member towns are adding an-
other layer of concern.

Rickson, speaking with
care to praise the school’s
educational value, said local
superintendents are uneasy
about how easily Pathfinder’s
budget is approved.

“Pathfinder is a great
school. We love our students
to get a technical education...
however, our concern really
is... oftentimes... Pathfind-
er puts forward their budget,
they don’t really question
their budget,” she said.

She cited reports
that Palmer’s Pathfinder costs
are going up about 10% and
other districts’ increases are
also steep, while Granby is
facing a 5% hike this year.

At the same time, Path-
finder has accepted a large in-
coming class of Granby ninth
graders — 17.

Rickson proposed send-
ing a letter, modeled on one
used in Palmer, asking for
more detailed justification
and oversight and inviting
Granby’s Pathfinder repre-
sentative to present regularly.

As the committee heads
toward a late-April budget
vote, members said they will
keep pressing both for lo-
cal solutions and for broad-
er changes at the state and
regional level to stabilize
school funding in the years
ahead.

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated  allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
010609.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a phato. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our quidelines.
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TUTOR from page 1

to reach out to his friends to
help cover the spread.

“I’d say I'm the strongest
at math and science,” said
Shahid when asked about
his specialties, who hopes to
attend college to become an
engineer. He believes that
his strong base in the subjects
is the reason why struggling
students seek out Homework
Hub. As word-of-mouth
spreads, Shahid hopes to
scale the program “a lot”
and that he hopes to make it
a “household name” for local
students seeking help with
their education. Currently,
the majority of enrolled stu-
dents are “middle schoolers”
by Shahid’s admission, with
children from “fifth grade,
sixth grade, seventh, and
eighth” flocking to the pro-
gram for the high school stu-
dent’s aid.

“I'm hoping to contin-
ue the session every week
on Thursdays,” said Shahid
when asked about his sched-
uling and growth plans for
the program. “I’m hoping to
grow the number of students
and grow the number of peo-
ple working for the program.”

Those seeking to vol-
unteer may reach out to the
program through email at
shhomeworkhub @ gmail.
com. Prospective students
seeking help through Home-
work Hub will need to com-
plete a Google Form before
they may attend a tutoring

TOWN Reminder

-

SCHEDULE

* 3:30-5:00 PM
® March: 24%

* April: 2 9%, 16", 237,30*
* Additional sessions may continue
based on interest.

For Questions:
shhomeworkhub@gmail.com

Jy

* Homework help in all subjects
* One on one tutoring

* Test and quiz preparation
* Clear explanations and step by step help

Complete the form below before
attending your preferred session

Students wishing to enroll in the program may scan the
QR Code on the Homework Hub flier to schedule their

appointments.

session. The form is provid-
ed through a QR code includ-
ed with the flier.

“I’d like to shout out the
hospitality of the library, let-
ting me have this opportunity
and helping me set this up,”
said Shahid. He cited that the
flier “lists all the dates” for
the current schedule, which

extends through the month
of April. He hopes that the
month will give him further
feedback to inform of how
to “continue working the ses-
sions.”

“Don’t be afraid to reach
out if you need help,” said
Shahid. “Homework Hub is
here to help you.”

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
The tutoring program is free and available to local South Hadley students.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

r‘
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Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

HonokE Pizza named ‘Best Pizza
Restaurant in Holyoke for 2026’

Dear Holyoke Pizza Team,

We are pleased to inform you that Holyoke Pizza has been officially recognized as the
BEST of 2026 Holyoke Award Winner in the Pizza Restaurant category - an honor
based on verified data from Google Reviews as analyzed and certified by Business rate
provides intelligent ranking solutions and comprehensive review, management services
to help local businesses thrive in competitive markets through data-driven insights and
proven strategies.

This recognition is part of the BusinessRate BEST of 2026 Awards, which identify

local leaders in customer satisfaction, brand reputation, and service excellence. Your
BusinessRate Score is a complete performance metric that combines all factors with a
simple, easy-to-understand score. This comprehensive rating shows how your business
ranks against local competitors.

Congratulations again on this outstanding achievement;
earned not by application or nomination, but by the
authentic feedback of your own customers.

Warm regards, f\  awaro winner
Kyle Pittman 3
BEST of 2026 Holyoke Awards [EUSIneSSRate ]

-
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Legion to host Patriots Day ceremony

SOUTH HADLEY - On
Saturday, Apr. 18 at 11 a.m.,
the South Hadley American
Legion Post 260, in collab-
oration with the South Had-
ley Historical Commission,
will conduct a Patriots Day
program at the Old Burial
Ground, which is located in
the back of Evergreen Cem-
etery.

The event will include
a parade of flags, fife and
drum corps, musket demon-
stration, veteran speakers,
historical presentations and
a special historical sign ded-
ication honoring South Had-

ley’s hometown heroes of
the Revolutionary War. The
ceremony will also include a
rifle salute and the sounding
of Taps, honoring the lives
and selfless service of our
local Patriots who answered
the alarm beginning in April
1775 at Lexington & Con-
cord, and their continued
service in the Revolutionary
War insuring the birth of our
Nation.

There will be a special
tribute to a South Hadley
African American slave
who purchased his freedom
to join the fight for inde-

pendence. The public will
be invited to assist with the
placement of 13 star “Betsy
Ross Flags” at the gravesites
of Revolutionary War vet-
erans, and small American
flags will be available at no
cost as we prepare to cele-
brate America 250 this July.

The entrance to Ever-
green Cemetery is on Rt.
47, below the South Had-
ley Commons and direct-
ly across from 25 Hadley
Street, South Hadley, Mas-
sachusetts

This is an all ages event,
and is rain or shine.

GARDEN from page 4

big enough to be moved from
the six packs to a four inch
pot. Probably by May 1.

What is next on the agen-
da? Next weekend I have to
assess my potato patch. I'll
probably pull up old red rasp-
berry canes nearby to expand
the bed.

Blueberry bushes need
some fertilizer. Asparagus
could use lime and compost,
probably some weeding as
well.

There is never a dull mo-
ment this time of year, and I
am not sure I’d want it any
other way.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachu-
setts. For the last 34 years,

she has held the position of
staff horticulturist at Old
Sturbridge Village. She en-
Jjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject
line.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Pizza

ALZFireaU

LIVING WELL WITH A

The unstoppable nature of Early-Onset Alzheimer’s
Disease and one man'’s quest to outpace it!

THEArbOPS

Assisted Living Residential Communities

At Chicopee

April 28
6:00p

Sean Terwilliger, a former
technology leader and teacher will
share his own inspiring story
about how being diagnosed with
Alzheimer's led to writing,
advocacy and a sense of purpose.

S“? to hear this inspiring journey!
(413) 530-5916

929 Memorial Dr Chicopee MA

BﬁHMERs

Learn about how experiences with
clinical trials, newly approved
medications and lifestyle change
led to his belief that he could
outpace the progression of the

: FREE Event &
~ Chef Prepared Refreshments

disease!

Best

in
Town

#&.WE DELIVER!

Holyoke Pizza #:

213 South Street, Holyoke

413.532.6666

Bring

SoSaT— ""'/

*DAILY SPECIALS

(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 .....$8.95

Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda.................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda.........c..ccccvsiemnrnnns $12.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda.................. $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ............cceu.. $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda................ $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda.................... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda................ $14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda.................... $15.50
10” Cheese Pizza........cccccvvcemmrrinisneennnnnsssssennnnns $8.95 Each Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda................ $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda..........ccc.cecuueeee $10.99

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE
www.holyokepizza.com
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ligers outlast Easthampton in extra innings

SOUTH HADLEY - On Monday after-
noon, South Hadley High School baseball
defeated Easthampton 5-4 at home in eight
innings. Lincoln Belsky, Noah Carillon, and
Logan Carpenter all recorded two
hits. Matthew Butler managed
to pitch a complete game.

He went all eight innings,
: allowing four runs on
. . fivehits. He walked
). two and struck out
{ seven to earn the

. ) ? p win. South Had- @'e : : D i . S
/) ley is 4-3 on the N XX R P IO - — - - -
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season and they next Sagasmdnsniese -
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. the road Saturday, ;
, Apr. 18 at 11 a.m.
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Matthew Butler
delivers a pitch home.
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Griffin Soderbaum makes an off-balance throw to Ryan Netkovick connects on a fly ball. Gameron Garpenter rushes to tag
first. the third base bag.
Rams softball score 17 runs in one inning

GRANBY - A big inning can = J R
always lead a team to a win. : j

Granby High School softball
got that as they scored 17
runs in the bottom of the
second to score a 21-1
win over Holyoke last
Monday afternoon at
home. Kaitlyn Curran ‘r
had three hits and four
runs scored for the Rams.
Ellie Szlosek had two hits
and three runs scored. The
Rams are now 4-1 on the

s€ason. /‘/

Turley photos by
Gregory A. Scibelli

Ellie Szlosek fields a =

grounder to short. i et A Y T A

W 5= Kaitlyn Curran crosses home plate.
)

Rl e

Kiki Gaj swings and conects. 7 Sydney Chateauneuf sends a throw to the infield.

uy

o

Abby LaDuke pinch-runs at first base.
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Worcester Railers o
ground Gargoyles in win

GREENSBORO, NC
— The Worcester Rail-
ers HC (31-30-5-2, 69
pts) bested the Greensboro
Gargoyles for a second
straight time (18-43-6-1, 43
pts) on Saturday, April 11,
with a final score of 3-1 in
front of a crowd of 6,035 at
the First Horizon Coliseum.
The Railers will close out
their weekend in Greens-
boro against the Gargoyles
with a 3:00 p.m. EDT puck
drop on Sunday, April 12th.

Max Dorrington (1-0-
1) broke the goal drought
at 10:55 in the second and
picked up the lone goal of
the period for a 1-0 Railers
lead. Greg Smith responded
for Greensboro with a fin-
ishing feed off defenseman
Caleb Price’s wrap around
play early in the third (1-1).
Worcester reclaimed their
lead with a top-shelf tally
from Drew Callin (1-0-1) at
15:41 (2-1). Anthony Repa-
ci’s (1-0-1) empty net goal
at 19:11 cemented the Rail-
ers’ 3-1 victory at the eve-
ning’s close.

It was a scoreless start
to the night as Thomas Gale
for the Railers and Ruslan
Khazheyev for Greens-
boro kept their opponents
shut out through the initial
frame. No penalties were
assessed in the period, as
Worcester closed the first
leading in shots with 15 to
Greensboro’s 9.

Worcester gained an
edge over the Gargoyles as
the second period turned
to its latter half. Max Dor-
rington (5th) broke the goal
drought with a forceful
drive from atop the far face-
off circle, the play set up by
a cross-ice pass from Gleb
Veremyev at 10:55. The
Railers held on to their nar-
row 1-0 lead heading into
the third as Dorrington’s

goal remained the sole tally
scored in the period when
the horn sounded. Worces-
ter and Greensboro were
nodded up with penalties
at one a piece, Blake Swet-
likoff for delay of game and
Anthony Callin for hook-
ing, while Worcester led
once more in shots 16-9.

Greensboro came
out with a quick reply to
Worcester’s  second-period
play as Greg Smith tied the
game at 3:10 in the third
with a chip off of a failed
wrap-around bid from Ca-
leb Price. The evening heat-
ed up as Gleb Veremyev
squared off against Blake
Dangos, with the Railers
forward quickly shutting
down the Gargoyle defens-
man before heading into the
box at the start of the final
five minutes of play. Adam
Samuelsson and Drew Kuz-
ma followed shortly with
their own brief exchange,
but the pair were ushered
to their respective bench-
es with no penalties. Soon
after, the possibility of
overtime was wiped away
by Drew Callin (23rd), un-
assisted at 15:41. Callin
walked in on Khazheyev
after a turnover in the offen-
sive zone and lit the lamp on
the top shelf for a 2-1 Rail-
ers lead. The Greensboro
netminder was soon pulled
for an extra attacker, but the
decision proved costly for
the Gargoyles as Anthony
Repaci (22nd) sent the puck
the full 200 feet into the
awaiting empty net at 19:11
for the 3-1 regulation final
in favor of the Railers. Ver-
emyev and Dangos were the
only penalties called in the
third, while shots for the pe-
riod favored the Gargoyles
11-9. Final shots totalled
40 for Worcester and 29 for
Greensboro.

Memory Loss talk
offered at senior center

SOUTH HADLEY -
Remembering Together: A
Dinner & Conversation on
Memory Loss will be held
on Thursday, May 7 at 4
p-m. at the Senior Center.

Insight and guidance on
supporting loved ones who

be shown during the meal,
followed by an engaging
panel discussion focused on
understanding memory loss
and conditions such as Alz-
heimer’s and other forms of
dementia. Cost is $5, pay-
able upon registration at the
Senior Center. Meal includes

TOWN Reminder

Page 7

Lions defeat Granby in six innings

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The first of
two regular season meetings
between the Granby and Lud-
low varsity baseball teams
took place on a chilly after-
noon at the Ludlow Sports
Complex.

While the fans tried to stay
warm by wearing winter coats
and blankets, the frigid con-
ditions didn’t seem to impact
Ludlow junior Christian Ko-
chanek very much.

The righthander tossed a
two-hitter as the Lions moved
above the .500 mark with an
11-1 victory over the Rams,
last Tuesday. The Bi-County
North contest ended with no
outs in the bottom of the sixth
inning due to the 10-run mer-
cy rule.

“I actually love pitching
in the cold weather,” said
Kochanek, who threw a total
of 100 pitches. “I feel more
energized on cold days. It’s a
lot better than sweating on hot
days. I also pitched on a cold
day against Monson last year.”

Ludlow head coach Cam
Rivest, who’s also an assistant
hockey coach at Ludlow High
School under his father, Paul,
also didn’t mind the cold tem-
peratures.

“I wore shorts while I
was throwing batting practice
before today’s game,” said
Rivest, who also wore a short
sleeve jacket. “I"'m used to the
cold weather due to hockey.”

The home victory pushed
the Lions overall record to 2-1,
while the Rams fell to 1-3.

The Lions swept the sea-
son series a year ago after the
Rams had accomplished the
same feat in 2024.

Granby threatened to take
an early lead in the first meet-
ing of this season when junior
shortstop Brandon Carillon
walked with two outs in the
top of the first inning before
stealing second base. Carillon
was stranded there, as Ko-
chanek struck out the next bat-
ter. The righthander finished
the game with 9 K’s and six
walks.

“Christian is a very good
pitcher,” Rivest said. “He
threw a one-hitter against Am-
herst last year. He’s gaining a
lot of confidence.”

The Lions failed to score
a run against Granby junior
righthander Joe Barett in the
bottom half of the opening
frame.

Barrett worked the first
three innings before being
replaced on the mound by
eighth grader Reymond Bar-

rett, who’s also a righty.

The Lions, who banged
out ten base hits, scored three
runs in the second inning with
a little bit of help from the
Rams defense.

Junior shortstop Luke Stej-
na swung at a strike three pitch
leading off the inning, but he
was safe at first base follow-
ing a wild pitch. After stealing
second base, Stejna advanced
to third on another wild pitch
before scoring on a passed
ball. Senior third baseman
Mason Morace drove home
the Lions’ second run with a
double to center before scor-
ing on a throwing error by the
catcher.

Kochanek, who was 2-for-
3 at the plate, helped himself
with an RBI single to right
with one-out in the third. Two
batters later, sophomore right
fielder Kellan Steigmeyer sin-
gled home another run, which
was followed by a run scor-
ing triple by junior leftfielder
Connor Castro (2-for-3). He
scored when senior second
baseman Drayden Keirsey hit
a double to center. The last
three runs were scored with
two outs.

Granby senior Brodie
Funk leadoff the third inning
with a single up the middle
into center field, which ended

Kochanek’s no-hit bid. Fol-
lowing a flyball out, the inning
ended with a double play.

The Rams ended Kochan-
ek’s shutout bid with one
swing of the bat with one out
in the top of the fourth.

Granby’s rally began with
walks to Joe Barrett, junior
left fielder Liam Everson,
and junior second baseman
Sam Moure, which loaded
the bases with one out. Then
freshman right fielder Andrew
Grabherr hit a flyball single,
which scored a run.

The next batter grounded
into an inning ending double
play.

The Lions responded by
scoring three more runs in the
bottom half of the fourth in-
ning.

Senior centerfielder Alex
Spurlock was hit-by-a-pitch
leading off the frame before
scoring on a wild pitch. Their
other two runs were scored
on groundball outs by senior
catcher Ethan Steigmeyer and
Stejna.

The game came to an end
two innings later when Spur-
lock hit a leadoff off double
past the third baseman down
the left field line. He scored
when Ethan Steigmeyer lined
a single into left field making
the score 11-1.

T-Birds suffer tough loss against rival Hartford Wolf Pack

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(30-30-6-2) unleashed 37

attempts at the net of the
Hartford Wolf Pack (25-35-
5-3) but were kept in check
in a 3-1 defeat at the hands
of their Braman I-91 Rivalry
Series opponents in front of a
sellout crowd of 6,793 inside
the MassMutual Center on
Saturday night.

The T-Birds were sluggish
out of the gates, and despite
a seven-game losing streak
coming into the game, the

Wolf Pack took advantage
of early mistakes, beginning
with an Anton Blidh goal off
a cross-crease setup by Bryce
McConnell-Barker at 7:58 of
the first.

A Springfield penalty
set the stage for Hartford’s
first and only power play of
the game, and just 1:03 after
Blidh’s goal, Brendan Bris-
son made a highlight-reel
play, putting the puck be-
tween his legs and chipping
a forehander past Vadim Zhe-
renko at 9:01 to make it a 2-0

score.
Thunderbirds head coach
Steve Ott called a timeout to
try to quell Hartford’s mo-
mentum, but even that proved
futile as Scott Morrow blast-
ed a slapper that squeezed
through Zherenko 39 seconds
later to make it a 3-0 score.
The T-Birds finally got one
back at 13:28 when Zach Dean
saucered a perfect 2-on-1 pass
to Hugh McGing, who ele-
vated a shot through Callum
Tung to cut the lead to 3-1.
From that point, Zhe-

renko’s night was relative-
ly quiet, with Hartford only
registering 13 shots for the
remainder of the game af-
ter their three-goal blitz in
the opening period. The
Springfield power play had
a half-dozen chances to try
to cut into the deficit, but the
Hartford penalty killing in
front of Tung held the fort,
and the rookie backstop fin-
ished his night with 36 stops
for his sixth win of the sea-
son and second in three starts
against Springfield.

ERVICE DIRECTOR

To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

SUPPORT)

are experiencing memory

GAGNON ELECTRIC

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

loss will be the focus of this
valuable and informative
program being hosted at the
Senior Center. A short docu-
mentary titled “Taking Care,
The Legacies We’ll Accept,
And Those We Won’t” will

chicken & broccoli penne
in garlic & olive oil, salad,
rolls, dessert, and beverage.
RSVP by May 1. All are
welcome. This program is
sponsored by the Friends of
the South Hadley Seniors.

All Types Of Electrical Work.
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A

533-8867

AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

TFN

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TEN

LOGRAL
BUSINESS

. 2x3 Black & White Grad Ad

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

C l G d Congratulations
ongratulateYour Graduate | 7\ §
l’l — Class m.t We are offering a great deal for you to We a %’ P&
$ CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE ) ¢ VETy pN2J=ol

- in your community graduation issue. you andly?lur t
e @ Submit a photo and a brief message. accomplishments.
Q/V ) p MAIL YOUR AD WlTHgPAYMENT T0 Good luck
DEADLINE F F .
SUBMISSIOE M A?(lzgth Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 at Springfield
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to College!
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper,
nbrady@turley.com Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV Love, Mom & Dad
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E|[A|ls|E|D - Produce WRITERS & Send ertlng
e news and/or samples with
- feature stories J 0 U R N A L I S TS .
H M of local interest resume to:
A N|E for various towns GREG SCIBELLI
N Als % S and cities. 24 Water Street
° = A * Must be dependable, Palmer, MA 01069
G D T professional or email directly to:
T E|ME|TIE|R and able to meet . ® gscibelli@turley.com
E|A|R|E TIE|L S|A|B|E|R strict deadlines. Turley . .
A|G|H|A S|A|G|E BI|O|R|A - Salary based on Publications, Inc. )
cC|rR|O|C S|T|A|T|E B|/L|A|B a flat rate by story and photo. www.turley.com =
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Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

MISCELLANEOUS

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*xxxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall
clean-ups, mulching, pruning.

Serving parts of Hampden
and Hampshire counties.
Call 413-536-3697.

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry e
Framing ¢ Drywall «
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

TUNE-UPS

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP
& REPAIR

A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33} 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS.
Champion Czech and Belgian bloodlines.
30 years experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/
shots. Now $1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING
FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and
product manufacturing positions. Duties
include assisting with plant care, trimming,
cleaning, product manufacturing and other

general tasks within the facility.

Start Date: Within the next few weeks to
months

Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21
or older and eligible to work in the United
States. Background checks are required
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email
holyokewilds9@gmail.com
with their contact information
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive
consideration for employment without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin,
disability, or veteran status.

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 22 | B | 2 g
23 Besians | 26 Bestzasa| 27 Bsess| 28 Besa000
29 Besgaos | 30 Bese g | 31 Bgre| 32 B as0
33 Bt | 34 Bestsio| 39 Bris| 36 e
37 Besgsas | 38 Bestanca| 39 Bgisss| 40 Beean00
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: Q MasterCard QaVISA a Discover a Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

=

NEW BRANTREE
WEST NORTH
BROOKFEELD | BROOKFEELD
ammz

GROOKFIELD

WALES. (_ HOLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.
For a full job description, please visit
www.norcrosswildlife.org
or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting
in landscape maintenance and installation
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape,
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

FoRIRENTI
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

i

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc,

12 HOMETOWN
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413.283.8393
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TOWN Reminder

» Legal Notices

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF HYBRID
PUBLIC HEARING
460 Newton Street —

9 Space Parking Lot

The Planning Board will hold
a hybrid public hearing on April
27,2026 at 6:30 p.m. to consider
applications for Site Plan Review
a filed by Kemp Realty LLC for
development of a 9-space park-
ing lot located at 460 Newton
Street, Map 28 Parcels 269 and
314. This application is being
filed pursuant to South Hadley
Zoning Bylaw Chapter 255 Arti-
cle XII (Site Plan Review); 255-
86 (Parking Requirements); and
the Zoning Use and Dimensional
Regulation Schedules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/876131204977pwd=

bx1XpAXGvli[jDGhVMobae
JoduuRYT.1

Or join by phone: +1 312
626 6799 Webinar ID: 876
1312 0497 Passcode: 069571

The subject property includes
an existing office building — Pet-
tengill Insurance Agency and
formerly TD Bank - and is locat-
ed within the Business A zoning
district. The new parking spaces
are proposed to be located on the
western portion of the site.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6)
in Town Hall and is posted at
www.southhadley.org on the
Planning Department page un-
der ‘Permit Applications’- ‘Site
Plan Review’ wunder section
‘Newton Street (460) - 9 Space
Parking Lot’ or can be viewed
at: https://www.southhadley.
org/1179/Site-Plan-Review. Any
person interested in, or wishing
to be heard, should appear/join
the hearing at the time and in the
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board
04/10, 04/17/2026

Town of Granby
Board of Appeals

The Granby Board of Appeals
will hold the following Pub-
lic Hearings on May 04, 2026,
at the Carnegie Building, Top
Floor, 1-Library Lane, Granby
MA 01033.

6:00 PM- to consider the pe-
tition of Linda Healy, Applicant/
Owner seeking a variance of
Section III- Regulations, 3, Ta-
ble 2. - Dimensional and Density
Regulation, regarding insuffi-
cient minimum side setbacks
regarding proposed construc-
tion of a garage on a preexisting
non-conforming foundation lo-
cated at 128 South Street, known
as Map 5B-A-1 in the Town of
Granby, MA.

In addition to the above hear-
ing, the Board of Appeals in-
tends to conduct a public meet-
ing following said hearing as
time permits. This notice is giv-
en pursuant to Chapter 40A and
Chapter 39, Section 23B of the
Massachusetts General Laws.

Steven Nally, Chairman
Granby Board of Appeals
04/17, 04/24/2026

LET’S

Turley Publications is looking
for an outgoing, energetic
person interested in selling
advertising for our community
newspapers plus more! The
right candidate will assume an
established territory with

a portfolio of customers.

WORK
TOGETHER

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred

]ourna egister

DISTRIBUTED I Al S
ALL 12 TURLF -
COMMUN
NEWSPAPE

NOW
HIRING:

but we will train the right candidate.

Advertising
Representative

Join Our Team!
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Offering a

Turley Publications .
competitive

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

Send Us Your
S mmer Event

Inff rmation
-,

. Turley Publications
will print
your summer
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE
in our
SUMMERFEST
Supplement which
publishes June 3.

=

commission structure,
401k, and health plan.

\

iIs May 6.

© ©6 6 © © 06 ©6 0 ©6 6 © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © 0 © O o

Residential Lock Box Promotion

SOUTH HADLEY - To
celebrate Older American’s
Month, the Friends of the
South Hadley Seniors will
be subsidizing the cost of a
lock box installation for any
applications received by May
31. For the month of May, a
lock box can be purchased
for just $10. This program,
sponsored by TRIAD, nor-
mally offers lock boxes for
$35. Lock boxes provide a
secure, exterior storage for
house keys, which allows

emergency responders access
without having to breakdown
doors. Applications are avail-

able from the Council on
Aging and can be returned
to the COA with the $10
payment (checks payable to
TRIAD). Applications must
be received by May 31st to
receive the discount.

Want to learn more about
this program? Drop in at the
Senior Center on May 1 be-
tween 9am-10:30am where
representatives from South
Hadley Fire Districts 1 and
2 will be on hand to answer
any questions. Free coffee
and refreshments will be pro-
vided by the Friends of the
South Hadley Seniors.

Page 9

Library to host
blood drive

SOUTH HADLEY -
On Saturday, May 11 from
10 am. to 2 p.m. South
Hadley Health Department
will host a blood drive.
Appointments are strongly
recommended. The event
will be held in the com-
munity room and eligible
donors will also receive a
$10 gift card to Starbucks,
Amazon, Big Y, or Panera
Bread. To register, contact
Fiona Cioch at fcioch@
southhadleyma.gov or call
413-887-8008.

4, Dark olive black

5. Light, crinkled fabric

6. Notre Dame has a golden
one

17. Leaked blood

18. Confronted

19. Negligible amount

20. Facilitated

22. Hill'or rocky peak

23. Minneapolis suburb

24, Songs to one’s beloved

—_

fitle

44, Philly footballers

49, Scientific instrument

52. Pages may be dog-__
55. Israeli city __
56. Type of sword
60. Middle Eastern military

67 68 69
CLUES ACROSS 41. Fabric CLUES DOWN 34. Discharge
1. Greek goddess of marriage  42. Ancient kingdom near 1. Greek cupbearer of the Gods  36. Arrest
5. Tropical American blue Dead Sea 2. Ancient Syrian city 37. Partner to cheese
jay-like bird 43, Defunct regional economic 3. Small Eurasian deer (pl.) 38. Coffee receptacle
0. Abba __, Israeli politician organization 4. Range of mountains 40. Stagnate

45. Female sibling (abbr.)

46. Peter Griffin’s daughter 6. Spoke

47, Digital audiotape 7. City in Georgia
48, Insecticide 8. Theatrical

9. CNN's founder

10. Icelandic poems
11.Bjom _,
12. Bowfin genus

Aviv

5. One thousand cubic feet

tennis player

13. One point north of northeast
21. Political divisions in ancient

41. Satisfies

43. Snakelike fish

44, Consume food

46. Type of school

47, Erase

49. Inform

50. Girl’s given name

51. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
congregation

52. Every one of two or more
things

27. Brake horsepower 61. Wise individuals Greece 53. Northern India city
30. Angry 63. French Polynesian island 23, Electroencephalograph 54. Seventeenth stars in a
31. Children’s game Bora __ 25. Cooll constellation
32. Spelling is atype of one 64, Popular shoe type 26. Male parent 57. Weapon
35. Obtained in return for 65. One of 50 27. Where some gymnasts 58. Amounts of time
[abor 66. Divulge a secret work 59. Isodor __, American Nobel
37. Indicates center 67. Dish of cooked meat 28. Capital of Vigtnam physicist
38. Chinese dynasty mixed with potatoes 29. Sailboats 61. Soviet Socialist Republic
39. 0ld World buffalogs 68. Actress Zellweger 32. Shelter (Scottish) 62. Witness

40. Slang for time off 69. Romanian city 33. Completed

Community
Summer Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
®© 06 0. 0.0 0. 0. 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email.
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FY27 from page 1

Hadley line, to go from $450
per EDU to $500,” he said.

South Hadley’s decision
to raise what it charges Gran-
by for sewer treatment is a
major factor.

He also spelled out the
percentage hikes and the
overall budget increase:

“For the community sep-
tic’s, it’s a point five 9% in-
crease. For the Five Corners
users, it’s a 6.59% increase.
And for the South Hadley us-
ers, it’s an 11.11% increase,
and the total budget increased
8.76% over FY 26,” Martin
said.

The board unanimous-
ly approved the FY27 sewer
rates after brief discussion
and a motion by Glenn Sex-
ton to adopt the new schedule
acting as sewer commission-
ers.

Fiscal outlook:
one more year, but
warning lights flashing

While FY27 avoids an
override, Martin repeated-
ly cautioned that the town is

e
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running out of room to absorb
cost spikes — especially in
trash and recycling and in ed-
ucation assessments.

He noted that Granby’s as-
sessment from the Pathfinder
Regional Vocational School
jumped by roughly $150,000
because the number of Gran-
by students increased by sev-
en.

Granby also expects to
pay for additional students
attending Smith Vocational
School, raising vocational
costs further.

“We currently pay for
three students to go to Smith
vote that is projected to go up
to five students,” Martin said.

On the solid waste side,
Martin described steep in-
creases in the cost of process-
ing recyclables and the push
by Waste Management to-
ward automated collection —
issues he labeled “stressors”
on the town’s finances.

“Last year it was costing
us around $45 to $50 per ton

TOWN Reminder

for processing of the recycla-
bles. This year it’s jumped to
about $75 to $80 a ton,” he
said.

That translates into a re-
curring monthly hit.

He reminded the board
that Granby resorted to a
$300,000 trash override less
than a decade ago and may be
headed back to that territory
if the town wants to maintain
curbside collection.

“You may have to start
looking at maybe doing an-
other $300,000 override to try
and get you through these ad-
ditional costs that have been
going on,” Martin said.

Selectboard Chair Mark
Bail recalled how contentious
that last override was.

“There are some large
issues that this board has to
face, and we can’t keep de-
laying the decisions,” Martin
warned.

Forge Pond Dam and Dike:
multimillion-dollar
decision looming

One of the largest of those

issues is the Forge Pond dam
and dike, where the town has
completed initial engineering
and planning but still must
decide whether to repair, re-
place or remove the aging
structure.

Martin  explained that
Granby previously secured
a $100,000 state grant for
planning and phase-one en-
gineering. The next round of
state funding allows for up to
$1 million, but even the maxi-
mum award would cover only
a fraction of the total cost.

“The state has another
round of the grant... $1 mil-
lion the price to replace the
dam is $3.3 million the price
to take it down is $4.8 million
so0,” Martin told the board.

Removing the dam is ac-
tually more expensive than
replacing it, he said.

“The reason it costs more
is because of all the ecologi-
cal studies and environmen-
tal impact studies that would
have to be done,” Martin add-
ed.
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State regulators are sig-
naling that inaction is not an
option.

“We ignore it, because the
Office of Dam Safety has in-
dicated that the condition of
the dam and dike are poor,
and they are expecting the
town to address the situation,”’
Martin said.

Beyond construction, any
decision to rebuild would
lock the town into a long-term
maintenance obligation.

“Once if the town decides
to go forward to replace the
dam, you then have to put
together a maintenance plan
so that it doesn’t get to this
condition again in the future,
which would be vegetation
control, regular maintenance
monitoring, so on and so
forth,” Martin said.

Bail underlined the poten-
tial consequences of a struc-
tural failure at Forge Pond.

“If the thing collapses, it’s
only literally disastrous, con-
taminating wells, taking out
buildings,” he said.
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Sexton suggested the town
will need help from higher
levels of government.

“That might be a good dis-
cussion. Then we reach out to
our legislative delegation, see
if there’s anything the state
can help us with,” he said.

Martin recommended that
the board create a dedicated
group to shepherd the proj-
ect and ensure environmental
concerns are addressed.

“You should have a mem-
ber of the Conservation Com-
mission as part of that com-
mittee. You’ve been creating
a separate committee that way
they can make sure that we’re
addressing any environmental
concerns with this,” he said.

Bail was open to the idea.

“I would almost like to
appoint a committee or some-
thing to actually look at this
more... but you should have
a member of the Conservation
Commission as part of that
committee,” he said, referring
to a “dam committee” to stay
focused on the issue.
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