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By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – 
State representatives gath-
ered at the Village Green in 
South Hadley on Apr. 26 to 
speak on community voting 
engagement and voter em-
powerment.  Through the 
two-hour event, Massachu-
setts Senator Jake Oliveira 
and State Representative 
Homar Gomez spoke on the 
country’s voting history, the 
proposed SAVE Act, and the 
importance of voting in local 
elections.

Partnered with the League 
of Women Voters Amherst, 
the first MHC Votes! event 
was created to bridge the gap 
between local government 
and the community.  State 
government officials made 
speeches, educated the pub-
lic on local government roles 
and responsibilities, and 
fielded questions from the 
public.    

“We really wanted to cre-
ate a place where we could 
combine our student popu-
lation with the local com-

munity,” said Bailey Dillon, 
the senator for MHC Votes; a 
student advocacy group run 
from Mount Holyoke Col-
lege created with the express 
purpose of “bringing voting 
accessibility to all levels.”

Voter accessibility was in 
the minds of all the speakers 

attending.  Oliveira’s speech 
highlighted how equal voting 
is a recent invention, taking 
over one hundred years to 
include women and minori-
ties in the voting process.  
He also mentioned that one 
hundred years ago, non-land-
owners wouldn’t be able to 

serve in office, a stipulation 
that he mentioned that would 
disqualify him from his cur-
rent position.

“100 years ago, it re-
quired you not just to be a 
white male, but also to be a 
landowner in order to be a 
member of the state Senate,” 
he mentioned during his im-
passioned speech to protect 
voter rights.  “I’m one of the 
two renters in the state Sen-
ate, so I wouldn’t even be 
eligible to be a member of 
my body one hundred years 
ago.”

Oliveira mentioned the 
19th Amendment, which 
guarantees all American 
women the right to vote, 
as well as the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, which 
outlawed literacy tests, poll 
taxes, and established feder-
al oversight to regulate dis-
criminatory practices during 
public elections. The Senator 
called attention to the SAVE 
act being debated in Con-
gress, calling the measure 

MHC Votes! MHC Votes! 
hosts voting advocacy event hosts voting advocacy event 

on Village Greenon Village Green By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent 

GRANBY – Residents 
heading into town meeting 
face a budget shaped by ris-
ing health insurance costs, 
shrinking free cash and de-
cisions on schools, trash col-
lection and infrastructure that 
could redefine the services 
the town can afford.

At an April 21 Finance 
Committee meeting, mem-
bers described a town budget 
that technically balances for 
the coming fiscal year but 
relies heavily on one‑time 
money, faces pressure from 
runaway health insurance 
and trash costs and leaves 
big unanswered questions 
about school spending, infra-
structure like the Forge Pond 
dam and whether Granby can 
continue to fund the same 
level of services without tax 
increases or cuts.

Finance Committee Chair 
John Libera told colleagues, 
the town is edging toward a 
point where difficult choices 
on taxes and services can no 
longer be delayed.

“As we basically said last 
year, you’re either going to 
have to raise taxes or else 
somebody is going to get 
hurt,” Libera said of the com-
ing years of budgeting pres-
sure. He added that “some 
departments are going to get 
hurt. Some operations are go-
ing to get hurt. Some services 
people have been used to are 
going to get hurt” if revenues 
don’t keep up.

Committee members did 
a walk through how the bud-
get is built, why this year 
feels different and what big 
stress points to watch for in 
the warrant and budget book-
let.

How the budget is built 
— and what “the budget” 

really means
By town bylaw, the town 

administrator assembles a 
balanced draft budget by 
meeting with departments 
and crunching revenue pro-
jections. That draft is then 
handed to the Finance Com-
mittee, which has the legal 

Finance officials warn 
of looming ‘financial 
cliff’ ahead of ATM

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

The first Children’s Art 
Exhibit occurred on April 
25.  In the spirit of Earth 
Day, children drew pictures 
that urged recycling, the 
importance of cleaning up 
trash, and the importance 
of everyone doing their part 
to save the planet.  United 
Women of Faith commu-
nity members Roseann 
Novak, Beverly Pead, and 
Anita Easter were in at-
tendance, supervising and 
encouraging the children 
in their artistic endeav-
ors.  Submitted art will be 
framed and on display at 
30 Carew Street and prizes 
will be distributed for win-
ning art work.  

United Methodist Church holds First Children’s Art Exhibit

SOUTH HADLEY – A 
new community-led effort 
has been launched to help 
support and sustain athletic 
opportunities for student-ath-
letes in South Hadley.

Friends of South Hadley 
Athletics, a group of par-
ents, alumni, and communi-
ty members, has organized 
in response to anticipated 
funding challenges for the 
upcoming FY27 budget, ac-
cording to Bonnie Gauthier, a 
member of the group. As part 
of ongoing budget decisions, 
and following the recent 
override vote, South Hadley 
is being required to consid-
er changes for the upcoming 
school year. One of the po-
tential impacts includes the 
cancellation of all athletics 
at South Hadley High School 
if additional funding is not 
identified.

The group’s goal is to 
bring the community togeth-
er to help ensure that stu-
dents continue to have access 
to athletic programs and the 

many benefits they provide.
Athletics play an import-

ant role in the development 
of students, helping to build 
teamwork, discipline, lead-
ership, and a strong sense of 
community. For many stu-
dents, participation in sports 
is a meaningful part of their 
overall school experience.

The group has launched 
a fundraising campaign and 
is encouraging community 
members to get involved.

Those interest-
ed in supporting the ef-
fort can donate here: 
https://givebutter.com/sup-
port-south-hadley-athlet-
ics-fy27-xfpkm1

Community members can 
also join the group to stay 
informed and get involved: 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1722830258714928

Friends of South Had-
ley Athletics continues to 
connect with families, local 
businesses, and community 
members to build broader 
support.

New group starts to 
support SHHS Athletics

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
MHC Votes representatives before the event.

League of Women Voters representatives greet government 
officials and interested citizens.

Please see VOTE, page 9

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
Artwork was on display last Saturday, Apr. 25 at United Methodist Church.

Earth Day was the theme of the exhibit.
Please see ART, page 10

Please see GRANBY, page 5
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$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ..................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
4/30/26-5/6/264/30/26-5/6/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN BLUE SEA

BLUE SWIMMING CRAB
RAW WHOLE CLEANED 2 LB BOX 
 

USDA INSP. FROZEN PHILLIPS MARYLAND STYLE

CRAB SOUP 10 OZ ...........................  

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN OAKDALE FARM
PREMIUM MARINATED 1 LB PAK 

PORK TENDERLOIN TIP W/ BOURBON

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN W/ ITALIAN DRESSING

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

ea

$277
lb

lb

$1299

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

SWISS CHEESE .............................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END 
or LOIN END ROAST ..............

ea

lb
$369

$299

$229

USDA INSP. FRESH
SMOKED SHOULDER 
PORK PICNIC ...........................

$199
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$428
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$159

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS .........................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY TENDERLOINS 11/2 LB .....

$474

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

99¢

ea

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$499
lb

BEEF EYE ROUND

$1288
lb

BEEF TENDERLOINS

WHOLEWHOLE

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

VIRGINIA HAM ..............................$399
lb

Obituary Policy
Town Reminder

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden

SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!
To advertise contact Nick Brady

nbrady@turley.com • 413-283-8393

Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets, 
House Plants, 

Gardening Supplies,
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure,
Compost & More

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

Get your green thumbs Get your green thumbs 
in gear right here!in gear right here!

SOUTH HADLEY • 533-5503
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)

Rototillers, brush mowers, 
pressure washers, overseeders, 

dethatchers, and more.

tjsrental.com

Your lawn projects start here!

TJ’S
RENTAL
South Hadley

Hadley
413-584-4184 631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 

LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

Hodgen Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
✦

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436

www.amherstfarmerssupply.com

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Saturday, 
May 
9th

Charlie
Bongiovi

Saturday, 
May 
2nd

Kilashandra

Thursday 
April 
30th

King & 
Kountry

SPRINGFIELD — Mi-
chael A. Fenton, a Springfield 
attorney, today announced 
his candidacy for the Massa-
chusetts Governor’s Council, 
District 8, representing 102 
cities and towns, primarily 
located in Hampden, Hamp-
shire, Franklin, and Berkshire 
counties.

Fenton enters the race with 
a focused mission: bringing 
the legal expertise, impartiali-
ty, and regional advocacy that 
Western Massachusetts com-
munities need. 

“The Governor’s Council 
is one of the most consequen-
tial and least understood bod-
ies in Massachusetts govern-
ment, and our region needs 
to take full advantage of the 
power of the position, both 
through its constitutional au-
thority and the influence that 
comes from the position’s 
proximity to the Governor” 
said Fenton. “It shapes the fu-
ture of our courts and provides 
extraordinary opportunities to 
advance our region’s interests 
even beyond the confirmation 
of appointments. Our Gover-
nor’s Councilor needs to have 
a strong working relation-
ship with the Governor, not 
a combative one. When I am 
at the table, I will work with 
the Governor to advocate for 
nominations and funding of 
critical projects in Western 
Mass.” 

The Governor’s Council 
is an eight-member elected 

body that advises the Gover-
nor on judicial nominations, 
confirms appointments to the 
bench, reviews pardons and 
commutations, and oversees 
other critical state appoint-
ments. The Lieutenant Gover-
nor presides over Governor’s 
Council meetings.   “I will 
fight for regional equity and 
work to recruit and confirm 
serious, accountable judges 
to the bench.   I intend to be 
a strong voice on the Council 
advocating for Western Mas-
sachusetts” said Fenton

Fenton pointed to the fact 
that no current member of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, the 
Parole Board, or the Appellate 
Tax Board hails from West-
ern Massachusetts. “These 
appointees make decisions 
that impact the lives of every-
one in our Commonwealth, 
and Western Massachusetts 
deserves to be represented. 
There is a long tradition of 
regional diversity on the Su-
preme Judicial Court, the Pa-
role Board, and the Appellate 
Tax Board.   In recent years, 
the Governor’s Council has 
gotten away from that prac-
tice, and our region has been 
left behind. If elected, I will 
restore that proud tradition of 
regional diversity and ensure 
Westerns Mass has represen-
tation on the SJC, the ATB, 
and the Parole Board.”

A Proven Attorney
Fenton focuses his law 

practice in the areas of com-
mercial real estate, business 
planning, commercial finance 
and estate planning.   He is 
a graduate of Western New 
England University School 
of Law, where he served on 
the Law Review, and earned 
a Master of Business Admin-
istration. He is currently an 
adjunct professor at the law 
school.  His practice involves 
representing principals in 
business formation and suc-
cession planning, businesses 
in the purchase and sale of en-
terprises, lenders and borrow-
ers in commercial financing 
transactions, developers in 
the acquisition and permitting 
of projects, and individuals 
in establishing comprehen-
sive and sophisticated estate 
plans. He regularly represents 
businesses, lenders, and indi-
viduals throughout Hampden, 
Hampshire, Franklin, and 
Berkshire County.   Fenton 
brings to this race something 
no other candidate offers; 
years of firsthand experience 
evaluating legal arguments, 
judicial reasoning, and the 
standards that separate good 
judges from great ones.

“The Governor’s Council 
confirms our judges and over-
sees our courts,” said Fenton. 
“We deserve a Governor’s 
Councilor who is a member 
of the bar, understands the 
law, and can evaluate a nom-
inee’s judicial temperament 
from experience.”

Public Service Experience 
and Impartiality

Fenton’s record in pub-
lic service has been defined 
by impartiality and sound 
judgment. As a member of 
the Springfield City Council 
for seventeen years, a for-
mer five-time City Council 
President, Fenton has earned 
a reputation for making deci-
sions based on evidence and 
the public good. He would 
bring that same standard to 
the Governor’s Council.

“First and foremost, the 
Governor’s Council must 
evaluate nominees on their le-
gal qualifications and fitness 
for the bench,” said Fenton. 
“I will bring impartiality and 
legal rigor to every confirma-
tion.”

A Proactive Advocate 
for Western 

Massachusetts Courts
Western Massachusetts 

has real needs on the Gover-
nor’s Council.   The region’s 
Superior Court recently faced 
a critical judicial shortage; a 
gap that built up over time and 
left communities without the 
judicial resources they need 
and deserve. Fenton has spent 
his career being proactive, not 
reactive, when it comes to de-
livering results for the region.

“Western Massachusetts 
went without fully staffed 
courts for too long, and the 
impacts were real. Members 
of the bar have been very 

vocal about these issues and 
have brought their concerns 
to me” said Fenton. “District 
8 needs a representative who 
will be proactive, not reactive, 
when it comes to ensuring our 
region has the judicial re-
sources it deserves.”

Rooted in District 8
Fenton has spent his entire 

life and career in Springfield 
and Western Mass. “I know 
these communities, practice 
law in these communities, 
and have spent decades advo-
cating for the people who call 
them home. Our area has some 
of the busiest court houses in 
the Commonwealth, and it is 

critical that the citizens of the 
four western counties receive 
full access to justice, through 
property funded and staffed 
court rooms.”

Fenton and his family are 
longtime residents of Spring-
field. He is an active member 
of the Western Massachusetts 
legal community and has 
spent years in public service 
at both the local and regional 
level.

To learn more about Mike 
Fenton’s campaign for Gov-
ernor’s Council District 8, 
visit www.votemikefenton.
com or follow the campaign 
on social media.

Fenton declares run for Governor’s Council

GRANBY – The Town of Granby Communications 
Committee is hosting a Meet The Candidate’s night at 
the East Meadow School Cafeteria on Wednesday, May 
6 at 6:30 p.m. All candidates running for local office will 
be given an opportunity to speak, with Q&A from at-
tendees. Childcare will be provided by the Granby Na-
tional Honor Society. 

Granby holding 
candidates night

SOUTH HADLEY – Fire 
District 1 Acting Chief Jason 
Houle, South Hadley Fire 
District No. 2 Chief Ryan 
Moore and South Hadley Po-
lice Chief Jennifer Gunders-
en will hold drop‑in commu-
nity office hours on May 21, 
from 5 to 6 p.m. at the South 
Hadley Council-on-Aging, 
45 Dayton Street.

Community members are 
invited to stop by with any 
public safety questions, con-
cerns, or suggestions. The 
Chiefs will also be available 
to discuss the upcoming tran-
sition to regional E911 dis-
patching with the Westfield 
Regional Public Safety Com-
munications Center, sched-
uled for September 2026.

Public safety officials 
holding office hours

WARE – The Ware 
Grange’s first garden-
ing workshop of the year, 
“Hands on with Summer An-
nual Flowers,” will be held 
on Friday, May 1 at 7 p.m. 
at the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road in Ware. 
Our presenter will be Rober-
ta McQuaid, author of the 
weekly “In the Garden” col-

umn for Turley Publications. 
Participants will learn about 
easy to grow summer annu-
als and get to try their hand at 
seed starting.  Such favorites 
as Marigolds, Zinnias, Cos-
mos and Bachelor’s Buttons 
will be covered. Visit Ware 
Grange on Facebook or at 
waregrange.org for more in-
formation.  

Grange holding first 
workshop of season
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Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call today for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

Spring is Here!

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Connecticut River Conser-
vancy (CRC), in partner-
ship with Connecticut-based 
painter John H. Sargent, is 
pleased to present a commu-
nity celebration through art to 
coincide with fish migration 
season in the Connecticut 
River watershed. This exhibi-
tion of 2-dimensional works 
will tell stories of our connec-
tion to rivers and to the fish, 
birds, and other wildlife that 
live here, as well as to our 
creativity, curiosity, and inter-
connectedness with the natu-
ral world. The exhibit aims to 
explore our deeper sense of 
place and belonging in a wa-
tershed teeming with life and 
movement. Migratory fish 
exemplify the dynamic nature 
of the connections between 
land, river, and ocean. Their 
presence (and absence) speak 
to the ability of human soci-
eties to be shaped by, and in 
turn to shape our waterways.

The show features two 
large riverscape paintings, 
The Source and The Estuary, 
by Connecticut-based artist, 
John H. Sargent. Each of his 
central paintings are bordered 
by a series of smaller panels 
portraying the flora and fauna 
of each region of the water-
shed, created by the following 
artists: Mark Lewchik, Emma 
Yount, and Gretchen Sav-
erson, Morgan Allen, Melia 
Pisano, Finn Kellert, and Jade 
Johnson. At the conclusion of 
the South Hadley exhibition, 

these two collaborative paint-
ings will permanently hang in 
the Connecticut River Con-
servancy’s office in Green-
field, MA. 

Additional artists invited 
to share their work in this ex-
hibition are: Abena Songbird, 
Deborah Savage, Julie Kum-
ble, Samuel Swap, Sophie 
Faulks, and Susan B. Mulhol-
land.

All works are for sale, un-
less otherwise listed. Please 
direct any inquiries to Stacey 
Lennard, CRC Events Man-
ager, slennard@ctriver.org, 
slennard@ctriver.org  413-
325-5995.

On May 7, CRC will kick-
off the day with a Children’s 
Program at 4 p.m. at South 
Hadley Public Library, where 
kids will learn about fish mi-
grating in the river through 
interactive games, listen to 
fishy stories, and paint their 
own fish, which they will then 
“migrate” through the library, 
inviting patrons to join them 
in the Community Room for 
a  reception from 5 to 7 p.m. 
The Reception will begin 
with snacks and live music by 
Josh Ballard and Greg Reilly, 
followed by a short program 
introducing CRC’s work, un-
derstanding the role and im-
portance of migratory fish, 
and a chance to ask questions 
of the artists.

For more information, 
visit https://www.ctriver.org/
event-details/migratory-mo-
ments

CRC hosting art exhibition

SOUTH HADLEY – St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
485 Appleton Street, Holy-
oke will host a Spring Bingo 
Fundraiser to Benefit Com-
munity Outreach on Satur-
day, May 9 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
(Doors open at 12 noon) A 
$30 ticket includes, 10 bingo 
cards, 1 dauber, and 1 raffle 

ticket.
For more information or 

to reserve a table, contact 
Trudy Monson at gerttru-
dy_1011@yahoo.com, or 
Barbara Garriga at BGarri-
ga85@gmail.com.

WARE – Workshop13’s 
ArtWorks Gallery presents 
its 5th annual Celebrating 
the Figure exhibition. This 
exhibition embraces the di-
verse ways in which artists 
approach representing the hu-
man form, showcasing pieces 
that utilize both the clothed 
and unclothed figure, and up-

lifting the works of local and 
regional visual artists.

ArtWorks Gallery is locat-
ed at 69 Main Street in Ware, 
MA. The 5th annual Cele-
brating the Figure exhibition 
opened with a reception on 
April 11 and is on display 
now through May 9. Gal-
lery hours are Saturdays and 

Sundays from 1 to 4 p.m. For 
those who cannot attend the 
show in person, a virtual gal-
lery is available for viewing 
at workshop13.org.

Fine artist SK Sullivan 
served as the juror for Cele-
brating the Figure. Liz Po-
polo was awarded Best in 
Show for her atmospheric 

charcoal study, Susie. Lee 
Hutt’s sculptural piece Torso 
in Bronze received an Honor-
able Mention, as did Jordan 
Hayslip’s painting Distant 
Gaze. Each of these artists 
and their works will be spot-
lighted on Workshop13’s so-
cial media pages as well as in 
their weekly newsletter.

ArtWorks Gallery Celebrates the Figure

Submitted photos
Workshop13’s ArtWorks Gallery if featuring its latest display.

Church holding bingo 
fundraiser
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I am 67 and 9 months 

old, collecting a modest 
SS survivor benefit with 
plans to collect my own 
much larger benefit at age 
70.  

I was confident this 
plan was a good one, but 
recent turbulent events 
make me nervous that cuts 
could come to Social Se-
curity at any time without 
warning. Would it be pru-
dent to file for my own 
Social Security as soon as 
possible so that my benefit 
might be “grandfathered” 
in before any sudden and 
drastic cuts occur? I do not 
generally panic, but these 
are unprecedented times. 
I would be quite comfort-
able with the benefit listed 
on my 2024 statement for 
my current age; I was just 
hoping to maximize the 
benefit by waiting.    

When I go to the Social 
Security website to view 
my 2025 annual statement 
to see the personalized 
monthly retirement bene-
fit estimates for ages 68, 
69 and 70 that section no 
longer shows. This omis-
sion makes me uncom-
fortable. Can I find out 
what my current benefit 
estimate would be for ages 
68, 69 and 70? Or should I 
just rely on the 2024 state-
ment?  

Signed: Nervous in 
Portland  

 
Dear Nervous: 
Please do not be ner-

vous that recent “turbulent 
events” pose a threat to 
your future Social Secu-
rity benefits. Those events 
do not, in any way, jeop-
ardize your future Social 
Security benefits, because 
Social Security is com-
pletely separate from all 
other federal political is-
sues and finances. The pri-
mary problem with Social 
Security became an issue 
long before the current ad-
ministration took office.  

The Trustees of Social 
Security have been warn-
ing Congress for decades 
that Social Security’s fi-
nances require Congres-
sional attention. The fact 
is that Social Security rev-
enue (as predicted decades 
ago) became insufficient 
to pay all benefit obliga-
tions in about 2021. Since 
that time, money from 
Social Security’s reserved 
funds (Trust Funds)has 
been used to pay full ben-
efits to all.  

In 2020, there was 
nearly $3 trillion in SS re-
served funds, but that has 
now dwindled to about 
$2.5 trillion as reserves 
are used to supplement 
SS payments. And that 
problem continues. The 
Trustees of SS now pre-
dict that the reserves will 
be fully depleted in about 
2032, at which time, lack-
ing program reform by 
Congress, Social Security 
will be forced to pay out 
only what it receives in 
revenue. And that would 
mean an estimated cut of 
about 23% to everyone’s 
monthly SS benefit. In the 
unlikely event that hap-
pens, wouldn’t a 23% re-
duction to your larger age 
70 benefit be better than a 
23% cut to your lower age 
68 benefit?  

No one wants those 
cuts to happen least of 
all politicians because it 
would amount to political 
suicide (seniors are, after 
all, a very large voting 
bloc). Thus, we believe 
that Congress will act to 

reform Social Security to 
prevent any general ben-
efit cuts from happening. 
It will, however, require 
Congressional bipartisan-
ship because the reforms 
needed for Social Securi-
ty are likely unsavory to 
some. 

Those reforms may in-
clude SS tax increases and 
changes to the basic struc-
ture of the SS program 
to align it with today’s 
demographic reality. The 
program needs reform, 
which Congress has, un-
fortunately, neglected to 
provide for many years.  

And this neglect will 
likely also continue, at 
least through the forth-
coming mid-term elec-
tions. It seems the nature 
of Congress is to wait until 
the last possible moment 
to offer corrective legisla-
tion.   

Here’s what to keep in 
mind: Congress already 
knows how to reform So-
cial Security to avoid any 
future benefit cuts; they 
just lack the bipartisanship 
to accomplish that reform. 
For our part, the Associa-
tion of Mature American 
Citizens has offered to 
Congress a commonsense 
reform plan via its “So-
cial Security Guarantee.” 
AMAC’s proposal has re-
ceived a positive reception 
in Congressional circles 
and we are optimistic that 
the proposal will provide 
financial stability to the 
program for generations. 
AMAC continues to ad-
vocate for SS reform in 
Washington, D.C. on a 
regular basis, even more 
intensely as the depletion 
of the SS Trust Funds 
grows closer.  

We do not suggest 
changing your strategy for 
claiming Social Security 
benefits based upon fear 
the program will cut bene-
fits. That’s because it’s un-
likely that all benefits will 
be cut because we believe 
Congress will eventually 
enact reform.  And even 
in the unlikely event that 
Congress neglects to re-
form the program by 2032, 
the percentage of reduc-
tion to a higher monthly 
SS benefit amount would 
be better than a similar re-
duction to a lower benefit 
amount. In other words, 
your original plan is still a 
prudent one.  

Regarding your ques-
tion about your estimat-
ed benefits, I expect your 
most recent SS statement 
didn’t include future ben-
efits because you are al-
ready collecting SS sur-
vivor benefits. You can 
contact SSA at 1-800-772-
1213 to obtain the future 
SS retirement estimates 
you seek. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.        

I was so happy to finally 
get into the vegetable gar-
den this past week.  
My peas seeds are sown! 

Yippee!  
Next on my list is 

beets. I have to admit 
that I am no beet afi-
cionado. In fact, I be-
gan eating beets only 
a few years ago. 

Who knows what 
turned me off in my 
younger years. Maybe 
it was the fact that I only 
knew beets by way of a can 
– we never grew them in our 
home garden. They honestly 
didn’t look or taste all that 
yummy, especially to a kid 
who ate a total of two other 
vegetables; that is, of course, 
if corn counts.  

Anyway, I think what fi-
nally convinced me to include 
beets in my garden was the 
fact that the plants are mul-
tipurpose (you can eat both 
the greens and the roots) and 
beets themselves are wonder-
ful “keepers.” Lately, there is 
a lot of talk about the benefits 
of eating them in relation to 
heart health. 

Let me give you a brief run 
down on how to grow beets.

Beet seeds are unique in 
appearance. I can only de-
scribe them as multi-faceted 
“orbs.” 

The orb is a grouping of 
seeds. You can go through the 
trouble of trying to separate 
them by way of wax paper 
and a rolling pin, but most 
folks don’t bother.  

Because the orb is thick, 
however, and moisture must 
penetrate it in order for it to 
germinate, a good soaking is 
beneficial. Although you can 
try starting beets nearly as 
soon as the soil can be worked 
in spring, it is probably best to 
wait until two weeks before 
the last expected frost.  

In our location that trans-
lates into the first or second 
week of May. This timeframe 
will give them the most desir-
able soil temperature (sixty 
degrees plus) for germination.  

Be sure that you keep 
the seed bed moist until the 

seeds pop up, and continue 
to provide at least one inch of 
water throughout the growing 
season if Mother Nature does 
not. Steady moisture will keep 
your beets sweet and crack-
free. 

I should also mention 
that beets prefer a soil that is 
slightly alkaline, and well-
drained but fertile. In other 
words, sprinkle some lime 
and work a couple inches of 
compost into the soil! 

Beet seeds should be sown 
an inch or so apart- my theory 
is to sow once and sow heavy.  
Because multiple plants may 
come from one “orb” it is crit-
ical that you thin your plants:  
first to one and a half inch 
spacing and then, when beets 
are the size of a marble, to a 
final spacing of three inches 
apart.  

Don’t feel badly when you 
are thinning – you are honest-
ly doing your plants a favor. 
Beets that are grown too close 
together will never develop to 
their full potential.  

Instead of letting the thin-
nings go to waste, make a sal-
ad and be grateful for some 
early season greens. Even 
when beets are at their final 
spacing I will rob the patch 
of some leaves every now and 
then for the very same reason. 
As long as I am prudent, no 
harm will be done to the de-
veloping roots.  

Some beet varieties are 
grown especially for their 
greens. Try “Bull’s Blood,” an 
heirloom variety known for its 
large and sweet reddish-pur-
ple leaves. “Early Wonder Tall 
Top” is another oldie – prized 

as much for its early beet 
greens as it for its beets.  

Looking for less 
leaf and more beet? 
Try “Detroit Dark 

Red Short Top.”  Well 
over one hundred years old, 

this late variety is great for 
canning.  

Beets also come in a wide 
array of colors. For a depend-
able and tasty yellow beet try 
“Touchtone Gold.” Another 
interesting heirloom beet is 
“Chiogga” (aka “Bassano”). 

Cercospora Leaf Spot of 
Swiss Chard, Beets, and Spin-
ach is a common fungus that 
appears as circular rings on 
the leaves, making them un-
sightly and barely edible. 

There are a number of tac-
tics that claim to help if this is 
a problem for you. Water at 
the base of the plant, and do it 
early in the day so it dries out 
by evening, especially in the 
summer months when humid-
ity heightens the spread. 

Likewise, if you make suc-
cessive sowings, space them a 
distance apart from one an-
other. There are organic and 
chemical means of control 
that are worth investigating.  

If that’s not for you, give 
growing these plants a break 
for two-three years and like-
ly you’ll be in the clear to 
attempt trying again. Some 
companies offer disease free 
seed, too.  

It’s worth looking into.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 
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Should I collect SS now or wait 
two years until age 70?

SOUTH HADLEY – On 
Saturday, May 11 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. South Hadley 
Health Department will host 
a blood drive. Appointments 
are strongly recommended. 
The event will be held in the 
community room and eligi-
ble donors will also receive 
a $10 gift card to Starbucks, 
Amazon, Big Y, or Panera 
Bread. To register, contact 
Fiona Cioch at fcioch@
southhadleyma.gov or call 
413-887-8008.

Library to 
host blood 
drive

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

“Beets,” me

support community journalism
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ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING
South Hadley Fire District #2

Monday, May 4, 2026 at 6:00 PM
Meeting will be held at District 2 Headquarters, 20 Woodbridge St.

All are welcome. 
Only Registered voters of District 2 can vote on the articles.

PLEASE ATTEND and 
BRING ANOTHER REGISTERED VOTER WITH YOU.

Meeting the 30-person quorum is always a challenge.

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Annual Spring 
Craft Fair

SATURDAY, MAY 9THSATURDAY, MAY 9TH  
9 AM -3 PM RAIN DATE:  MAY 16TH

250 STATE STREET, GRANBY
Massachusetts  Crafting Vendors Showcasing Jewelry • Handcrafted Wood Designs 

Pottery • Authors • Quilts • Honey Products & more

Great Mother’s Day Gifts!
ALL PROCEEDS  WILL BENEFIT THE RESTORATION OF KELLOGG HALL

GRANBY PRESERVATION SOCIETYGRANBY PRESERVATION SOCIETY

Food & 
Concessions 

Available

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

South Hadley Public Library
2 Canal St., South Hadley • www.shadleylib.org • 413-538-5045

MAY EVENTS
Adult Programs 

Understanding Pelvic Floor Health: What Your Body Isn’t Taught to Tell You
Sat., May 2 at 10 AM

(Register by Calling 413-538-5045 or at Shadleylib.org under Events)
 Learn what the pelvic floor is, how it supports bladder, bowel, and core health, 

and how it changes during pregnancy and menopause. 
Discover simple, practical ways to support your body.

 
How to Find Your Revolutionary War Relatives (If You Have Them)

Wed., May 13 at 6 PM
(Register by Calling 413-538-5045 or at Shadleylib.org under Events)

 Join genealogist Dave Robison to learn how to trace your family back to the 
Revolutionary War using historical records and research tools.

 
What Is the Magic? An Interactive Role-Playing Experience for All Ages

Wed., May 20 from 6 – 8 PM.
(Register by Calling 413-538-5045 or at Shadleylib.org under Events)

Join Jonah the Wizard for a live, audience-driven adventure where you choose 
the spells and shape the story—perfect for new and experienced players alike.

 
FixIt! Clinic (No Sign Up Needed- Must be able to carry the item easily) 

Sat. May 30 from 10 AM – Noon
(No Registration Necessary- Must be able to carry the item.)

Bring your broken, loose, or worn items and give them a second life at our Fix-It Clinic.
Volunteers will help with simple repairs like tightening, gluing, basic bike fixes, mending 
buttons, and more. Even your struggling houseplants are welcome—get hands-on help 

and practical advice to keep things (and plants) going strong.
 

Gaylord Memorial Library
47 College Street, South Hadley • gaylordlibrary.org • 413-538-5047

Long Sword Basics with Castle Nitro
Friday, May 8, 1:30-2:30 p.m.

One of the historical martial arts that had died out, 
is being brought back to life! Join us for a fun lesson 
on German Long Sword. See how we reconstruct the 
techniques from period texts and try it out yourself.

authority to present the final 
budget to voters.

“By the bylaws of the 
town, it’s the Finance Com-
mittee that determines what 
the final budget is to go to the 
voters at the town meeting,” 
Libera said. “It’s the Finance 
Committee’s budget, it goes 
to town meeting.”

That budget covers oper-
ating expenses like salaries, 
routine supplies and recurring 
costs for departments ranging 
from police and fire to high-
way, buildings and the library. 
But it is only part of what the 
town spends in a year.

All the big, infrequent pur-
chases and projects — police 
cruisers, dump trucks, major 
capital work — are funded 
through warrant articles, not 
the operating budget.

“The budget people think 
of as all the money we spend. 
That’s not the budget,” Libera 
said. “All the money we spend 
is a combination of the budget 
and what we spend in the war-
rant articles.”

Residents will see both 
pieces in the green budget 
book handed out at town meet-
ing: the departmental operat-
ing budget pages and the list 
of warrant articles with their 
individual dollar amounts.

Health insurance shocks 
and trash costs double
The single biggest imme-

diate pressure point is health 
insurance. Last year, Granby 
was hit with roughly a 50% 
increase in premiums through 
the Hampshire County group 
health plan. A further dou-
ble‑digit jump followed.

“We had a 50% increase in 
our health care costs last year. 
That was totally unexpected,” 
committee member Joseph 
Furnia said, pointing out the 
difference from private in-
dustry, where employers may 
shift more cost to employees.

Committee members said 
the regional health collabo-
rative had kept rates artifi-
cially low by drawing down 
reserves, only to be forced 
into steep increases when that 
cushion disappeared.

“They built up a fund, and 
they started using it to keep 
the premiums lower… but the 
fund just kept going down,” 
Libera said [1:05:31]. “They 
got to the point where they 
couldn’t do it anymore.”

Trash collection is another 
long‑running strain. When the 
town moved from a landfill to 
curbside collection, an over-
ride covered an initial cost of 
about $300,000 a year. But the 
contract has escalated.

“We’re now up to $600,000 

a year,” Libera said. “The 
override doesn’t keep up with 
the increase in the contract… 
that, to me, is an example of 
one of the major things that 
the town would be looking at 
for a tax increase.”

Free cash is being used to 
balance operations

Beyond rising fixed costs, 
the committee expressed in-
creasing concern about how 
Granby is using free cash, 
which is surplus money from 
prior years to prop up the 
operating budget rather than 
fund one‑time items.

In the current and upcom-
ing fiscal years, hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in local 
receipts are being project-
ed more aggressively, which 
means less of any surplus will 
fall into free cash in the future.

“The extra $500,000 that 
we’re including in income for 
next year… that money would 
just flow to free cash” if it 
were not built into the revenue 
estimate, Libera explained. 
Using it up front, he said, “is 
the same thing as taking a 
half million dollars out of free 
cash that we would have got-
ten next year.”

Later in the meeting, as 
the committee discussed their 
written message to voters, 
Libera signaled they intend to 

be blunter this year.
“I’m tempted to make 

these last couple sections just 
very, very short,” he said of 
their “considerations for the 
future” section. “The conclu-
sion is, we’ve really run out of 
time.”

Schools, state mandates
and regionalization 

questions
School spending is anoth-

er major piece of the picture. 
Granby must meet a state‑set 
minimum contribution for ed-
ucation, plus an extra burden 
of about $600,000 in retired 
teachers’ health insurance that 
most towns can count differ-
ently.

“For this coming year, the 
schools are asking for the re-
quired minimum, plus that 
$600,000 that we have to pay, 
plus… an additional $700,000 
or $800,000,” Libera said. 
“That’s a lot of money.”

The committee discussed 
regionalization of schools as 
a potential long‑term strategy 
but noted there is no article on 
the warrant this year to fund 
the outside expertise the state 
recommends.

“They suggested that the 
proper way to go about re-
gionalization is to hire some-

one to do the legwork for 
you,” member Robert Gles-
mann said of advice from the 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education. 
“There’s nothing in the annual 
town warrant that deals with 
that particular issue.”

Forge Pond dam and 
other big-ticket risks
Committee members also 

flagged the aging Forge Pond 
dam as a high‑stakes liability. 
Cost estimates have risen into 
the multimillion‑dollar range 
and removing the dam could 
lower the water table enough 
to dry out shallow wells near 
the pond.

“With the cost of a new 
well, who’s going to burden 
these individual homeown-
ers now [who] can’t use their 
well?” Furnia asked. “They 
have to now have a deep well 
drilled… and they’re $8,000 
to $10,000, all in all by the 
time we’re done today.”

The question of whether 
to repair, replace or remove 
the dam is not fully resolved 
in this year’s warrant, but the 
committee intends to high-
light the financial risk in its 
written commentary.

A community choice, not 
just a numbers exercise
Several members stressed 

that the coming decisions are 
about more than spreadsheets.

“This isn’t just a Select 
Board problem, a Finance 
problem, a department prob-
lem,” committee member Jen-
nifer Mallette said. “This is 
our actual community… our 
expectation when we move 
here is we like certain things” 
about Granby, from public 
safety to rural character.

Another member boiled 
down the options facing resi-
dents and officials alike.

“You either need to raise 
revenue through taxes, or you 
need to cut expenses,” Lib-
era said, adding that any real 
savings will mean changing 
services or sharing them with 
neighboring towns.

As town meeting ap-
proaches, Finance Committee 
members say they will again 
urge the Select Board to con-
vene a group to examine what 
level of services Granby can 
sustain, and how to pay for 
them, before the town reaches 
a true financial cliff.

GRANBY from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY – To 
celebrate Older American’s 
Month, the Friends of the 
South Hadley Seniors will be 
subsidizing the cost of a lock 
box installation for any appli-
cations received by May 31. 
For the month of May, a lock 
box can be purchased for just 

$10. This program, sponsored 
by TRIAD, normally offers 
lock boxes for $35. Lock box-
es provide a secure, exterior 
storage for house keys, which 
allows emergency respond-
ers access without having to 
breakdown doors. Applica-
tions are available from the 

Council on Aging and can be 
returned to the COA with the 
$10 payment (checks pay-
able to TRIAD). Applications 
must be received by May 3 to 
receive the discount.

Want to learn more about 
this program? Drop in at the 
Senior Center on May 1 be-

tween 9 to 10:30 a.m. where 
representatives from South 
Hadley Fire Districts 1 and 2 
will be on hand to answer any 
questions. Free coffee and re-
freshments will be provided 
by the Friends of the South 
Hadley Seniors.

Residential lock box promotion
GRANBY – Road 

resurfacing on Amherst 
Street between Aldrich 
Street and Route 116.  
Work will commence on 
May 7.  Please seek al-
ternate routes if possible. 

Roadway detours and/or 
closures are anticipated.

Residents may expe-
rience short-term incon-
venience/delays due to 
construction operations. 

Town advises residents 
of road construction
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SPORTS

S O U T H 
HADLEY – Last Fri-
day afternoon, South 
Hadley baseball scored 
some late runs and defeat-
ed Holyoke 5-2. Charlie 
Maxwell got the win with 
four innings pitched, 
allowing two runs on 
five hits. Griffin So-
derbaum had two hits, 
with a single and a 
double and an RBI. 
South Hadley is 
now 6-5 this 
season.

South Hadley baseball 
defeats Holyoke

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Matthew Butler sends a throw 
to first. Ryan Netkovick takes a solid swing.

Cameron Carpenter sends a throw across the diamond. Griffin Soderbaum sends a pitch home.

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - 
The Springfield Thunderbirds 
proved to be the comeback 
kids for the second straight 
night, defeating the Charlotte 
Checkers 2-1 in overtime in 
the deciding Game 3 of the 
clubs’ First Round Calder 
Cup Playoff series.

For a third straight game, 
a Checkers blueliner broke 
the ice within six minutes of 
game action. With the teams 
skating 4-on-4, Jack Stud-
nicka skated up the right side 
before sliding a pass across 
the slot to Tobias Bjornfot, 
who flipped a wrist shot past 
Georgi Romanov’s glove 
hand at 5:58 to give Charlotte 
the 1-0 advantage. 

As he did in Game 2, 
though, Romanov helped 
stabilize the defensive zone, 
turning away a sneaky back-
hand effort from Noah Gre-
gor and the remaining seven 
shots that came his way in the 
opening period.

Springfield’s offense only 
got four shots on the net, but 
chances began to arrive late 
in the period, with Otto Sten-
berg catching the post on a 
sharp angle chance and Julien 
Gauthier forcing Charlotte 
goalie Cooper Black to hold 
the fort on two net-crashing 
efforts. The T-Birds also got 
a power play opportunity late 
in the period that came up 
empty, then carried a second 
man advantage into the open-

ing 1:38 of period two.
The Springfield power 

play had a difficult time get-
ting offense established, and 
the T-Birds were limited to 
just eight shots for the dura-
tion of period two, then failed 
to get on the board with a 
power play to open the third 
period as well.

Despite the odds, Steve 
Ott’s club continued to dig 
deeper, and at 5:45 of the 
third, a greasy goal changed 
the T-Birds fortunes when 
Chris Wagner rolled a puck 
into the blue paint, where 
Calle Rosen crashed the net 
front and tucked it across the 
line to even the score, 1-1.

Black and Romanov kept 
things locked down for the 
remainder of the third, forc-
ing the winner-take-all game 
into sudden death overtime.

Springfield managed just 
two shots in the extra period, 
but the second of those two, 
at 14:54 of the frame, proved 
to be the dagger as former 
Checker Julien Gauthier 
power-drove the right side of 
the net, flipping a backhander 
that glanced off the post, then 
off Black’s backside before 
finding its way home for the 
series-clinching goal. 

The T-Birds now move on 
to face the Providence Bru-
ins in the Atlantic Division 
Semifinals; Game 1 is slated 
for Friday, May 1 at 7:05 p.m. 
at Amica Mutual Pavilion. 

T-Birds move 
into next round 
of playoffs

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Nora Vaughn tries to get around a defender.

Amanda Stevenson holds the ball 
away from an opponent.

Peyton McLain heads for the goal. Nora Vaughn circles around the 
Granby goal.

Kelcey Zraunig 
hustles up the field.

Lauren Montemagni tries to get around some pressure.

Read the Town Reminder online at
www.townreminder.turley.com

Tigers scoreTigers score
win over Ramswin over Rams

SOUTH HADLEY – Last Friday afternoon, 
South Hadley hosted rival Granby in girls la-
crosse action. Lauren Montemagni had four 
goals to lead the Tigers in a 12-3 win for South 
Hadley. Kelcey Zraunig, Willa Camp, and Nora 
Vaughn had two goals each. Granby got a goal 
each from Mylin Laliberte, McKenna Zumbrus-
ki, and Brenna Moreno. South Hadley is 3-6 this 
season while Granby is 5-3.
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GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

Gagnon gets second milestone
GRANBY – Last 

Monday afternoon, 
Granby High School 
boys volleyball, which is 
in its sixth year as a var-
sity program, defeated 
Holyoke 3-0. In the win, 
Jake Gagnon scored his 
500th career kill. He has 
that to go with 1,000th 
career assists, achieved 
earlier this season. He 
had eight in the sweep of 
Holyoke while Nathan 
Walsh also contributed 
eight kills. Granby is 
now 8-4 on the season.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Braeden Gallagher goes for the 
spike.

Duran Garden tries to sneak the ball over the net.

Daniel Santiago goes low 
to keep the ball in play.

Jake Gagnon gets a big spike for the Rams. Nathan Walsh looks for a point.

WORCESTER  – This is 
strictly a judgment call, but it 
can be said with some certain-
ty that the Railers’ last shot of 
2025-26 was their best.

It was taken by Gleb Ver-
emyev at 5:06 of overtime 
Sunday, Apr. 19. It gave 
Worcester one of its most 
emotional victories of the 72-
game season, a 4-3 decision 
over the Adirondack Thunder 
that capped a dramatic come-
back. It provided the home 
team with its sixth straight 
victory, second straight in 
overtime.

How is it that things work 
this way in sports?

One of the assists on the 
overtime winner went to Rail-
ers goaltender Thomas Gale. 
It was the first, and last, assist 
by a Worcester goaltender of 
the entire season.

The OT goal was Veremy-
ev’s second of the game. He 
got the tying goal at 16:39 of 
the third period as the Railers 
fought back from a two-goal 
deficit. The winner came on 
a long, long breakaway — 
something like 150 feet — 
when the puck squirted free 
from a scrum in front of Gale.

Thus, Veremyev was able 
to ponder his move as he 
closed in on Thunder goalten-
der Henry Welsch.

“I saw I had a lot of time,” 
Veremyev said, “and I saw the 
goalie was super far out so I 
knew that with speed I could 
beat him wide and I went for 
it.”

As he got ready to make 
the play Veremyev checked 
the rearview mirror.

“I took a peak behind me,” 
he said, “and saw there wasn’t 
anybody really close so    I 
knew I had a lot of time.”

It was thanks to Gale that 
the Railers were in position to 
tie the game. They were bad-
ly outshot and outplayed into 
the early minutes of the third 
period but led, 1-0, on Vincent 
Corcoran’s goal in the first pe-
riod.

Adirondack then scored 
three goals in a span of 4:01. 
Jeremy Hanzel got the first 

at 7:18. Jace Isley scored his 
first pro goal, then Brannon 
McManus connected for his 
31st of the season at 11:19 
and the Railers looked disor-
ganized and disheartened.

That changed just 62 sec-
onds after McManus scored.

Max Dorrington won a fa-
ceoff in the right offensive cir-
cle, sending the puck cleanly 
to Mitton. He sizzled a wrist 
shot home from 25 feet. 
Worcester then tied it at 16:39 
on Veremyev’s deflection of 
Case McCarthy’s shot from 
the left point, Mitton getting 
another assist.

Both teams had chances in 
overtime but Gale stopped all 
the visitors shots, then set up 
Verymev for the winner.

“That line has been hound-
ing the puck the last couple of 
games,” coach Nick  Tuzzoli-
no said of the deciding break-
away, “and even tonight I 
thought they were great and I 
think he almost scored almost 
a whistle before that. I think it 
was one of those things where 
if you give him a chance he’s 
gonna score.

“He’s very hot right now.”
The Thunder held a 7-0 

edge in shots on goal as the 
first period approached the 
9-minute mark but Worcester 
withstood the early pressure 
thanks to some fine saves 
by Gale. The offensive tide 
turned just about when the 
period was half over. Not long 
after that the Railers took the 
lead.

Vinny Corcoran got the 
goal, his second of the year, 
at 13:16. Anthony Callin set it 
up with a pass from the right.

The second period was 
scoreless but not chanceless. 
Adirondack had the better of 
those chances by far. Gale 
stopped all 16 shots he faced 
as the Thunder had twice 
as many shots on goal as 
Worcester. The Railers buzzed 
around the Adirondack net on 
occasion. Jordan Kaplan had 
a nice bid rejected by Welsch.

The Railers also had a 
Liberty Bell ringer off the 
right post at 3:38.

Railers conclude 
season with OT win

SOUTH HADLEY – 
While the new player draft has 
come and gone in the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, there 
are still several open roster 
spots for players age 28-and-
up. The regular season is set 
to get underway in a little 
more than a week and the six 
teams in the are still looking 
to add more players.

Players can go to the 
league website and fill out 
the registration form so they 
can get placed on a team im-
mediate in front of the season 
opener.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will in-
clude a 16th game added to 
the regular season schedule. 
Those who sign up after the 
season begins will be charged 
a prorated fee

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented with 
playing on Mother’s Day 
Saturday as well as a week-
night game to allow players 
an opportunity to play under 
the lights. While the night 
games were very successful, 

the Mother’s Day Saturday 
games were rained out.

Those elements will return 
along with a 16th game with 
an opponent to be determine 
as the league’s board explores 
possibilities for interleague 
matchups with another league 
in the region. 

The season began on Sun-
day, Apr. 26, but there are still 
spots open and 15 games to 
play.

The registration is live at 
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org. Players must register and 
then pay the league dues via 
Venmo or contact the league 
leadership if an alternate form 
of payment is needed.

Aside from the weeknight 
and Mother’s Day games, oth-
er games take place Sundays 
at 10 a.m. outside of Mother’s 
Day, Memorial Day and July 
4 weekends. Playoffs will be 
in August.

This is the 30th season for 
the league and league officials 
are looking to celebrate the 
anniversary with a couple of 
events. 

Roster spots remain 
open in the QVBL
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MISCELLANEOUS
2022 LOADRITE BOAT TRAILER, 
Model C650-1T. Capacity 650 lbs. Used 
two seasons with canoe. Adjustable for 
conventional boat. Original owner, $1500, 
413-244-4520.

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

TAG SALE
FRIDAY, MAY 8 AND 

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 8am-3pm. 
Rain/shine. 63 Walker Rd., Wales. 

Antiques, furniture, plants, arts, rare finds.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no 
project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 

trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall 
clean-ups, mulching, pruning. 

Serving parts of Hampden 
and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

“RANDY and RICKY 
Spring Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst” 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

TUNE-UPS

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 

LENGTH 33’, 2 SLIDE-OUTS, 
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. 

BRIMFIELD  – (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

LABORERS AND HEAVY
 EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 

Positions available with local work. Proper 
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate 
with  experience. Transportation required.

Email: 
bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com 

with your resume and for more information.

The Town Oakham is seeking 
an experienced 

LABORER/TRUCK DRIVER
 to join the Highway department.

Pay rate is $26.26 - $28.28/hr 
depending on experience. 

For a full job description
and job application please visit: 

ma-oakham.civicplus.com/
216/Highway-Department

 or email admin@oakham-ma.gov

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WEST BROOKFIELD. Clean  2 bed-
room, 1 bath mobile home in over 55 park. 
508-867-7972

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Purchase
  4. British news 

organization
  7. Midway between 

northeast and 
east

  8. Language 
specialist group

 10. Fancy 
automobile

 12. Small loop or 
series of loops

 13. Exploiter
 14. Don’t know 

when yet
 16. Group of 

languages
 17. One who’s 

finished
 19. After B
 20. Angled
 21. A place to adopt 

pets
 25. Swiss river
 26. Young boy

 27. Unexciting
 29. American 

comedian Vidale
 30. Peyton’s little 

brother
 31. Corporate 

higher-up
 32. “All in the 

Family” star
 39. Strike something 

forcefully
 41. Up in the air 

(abbr.)
 42. Clay earth 

pigments
 43. Means to record 

brain activity
 44. Small 

constellation
 45. Embraces
 46. Brief description
 48. Exclude
 49. White (French)
 50. Insect
 51. A major division 

of geological time

 52. Soviet Socialist 
Republic

CLUES DOWN
  1. Type of whale
  2. In tune
  3. A citizen of 

Yemen
  4. Actress Ling
  5. One who 

supports
  6. Circus performer
  8. Yearly tonnage 

(abbr.)
  9. Quantitative fact
 11. Utah city
 14. Where a golfer 

begins
 15. Attendant
 18. The ancient 

Egyptian sun god
 19. Book of 

Chronicles (abbr.)
 20. Benedictine 

monk
 22. Not turbulent

 23. Car mechanics 
group

 24. Buffer used in 
chemistry

 27. Fall heavily
 28. Pie _ __ mode
 29. The Brits love it
 31. Children’s TV 

channel (abbr.)
 32. Jacksonville 

footballer
 33. Helps little firms
 34. __ and behold
 35. A way to resemble
 36. Fingers
 37. Excessive 

indulgences
 38. You might be an 

“empty” one
 39. “How the West 

Was Won” writer
 40. European river
 44. They begin the 

alphabet
 47. The body’s 

messenger

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Info@TheTeamThatSells.com  I  (413) 813-4479  I  www.PoissantAndNeveu.com Re/Max Compass

OfficeL:  (413)  568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Info@TheTeamThatSells.com  I  (413) 813-4479  I  www.PoissantAndNeveu.com Re/Max Compass

OfficeL:  (413)  568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Saluting Our Local Heroes★
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★

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice

Turley staff photo
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Town of Granby 
Massachusetts

Conservation Commission
The Granby Conservation 

Commission will hold Public 
Hearings pursuant to the Wet-
land Protection Act (MGL Chap-
ter 131, Section 40) on Tuesday, 
May 12, 2026 to be held at 1 
Library Lane-Old Carnegie Li-
brary-Top Floor to consider the 
following:

1. 7:30 pm -NOI- filed by 
Eversource Gas of Massachu-
setts d/b/a Eversource Energy 
for the proposed gas main instal-
lation under existing roadway.  
Work will occur within 200-
foot Riverfront Area, the 100-
foot buffer zone and BLSF. All 
impacts will be temporary; no 
permanent impacts are proposed 
to Morgan Street and known as 
map (N/A Linear Project within 
roadway ROW) in the Town of 
Granby.

Members of the public can 
attend virtually by phone at +1 
(312) 757-3121 using Access 
Code:  282-289-421or by visit-
ing https://global.gotomeeting.
com/join/282289421.

Anyone wishing information 
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and 
place designated. The complete 
materials (including text and 
maps) relative to this “NOI” are 
available for inspection during 

regular business hours at the 
Selectmen’s Office located in 
the Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State 
Street. Additionally, copies of 
the application may be inspected 
on the Conservation Commis-
sion’s web page at www.gran-
by-ma.gov. 

William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation 

Commission
05/01/2026

Town of Granby 
Massachusetts

Conservation Commission
The Granby Conservation 

Commission will hold Public 
Hearings pursuant to the Wet-
land Protection Act (MGL Chap-
ter 131, Section 40) on Tuesday 
May 12, 2026 *1 Library Lane- 
Carnegie Building-Top Floor to 
consider the following:

1. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
Patrick O’Connor, owner a to 
see whether the area depicted on 
plan(s) referenced is subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Wetlands 
Protection Act, and/or any Mu-
nicipal Wetlands ordinance or 
bylaw of the Town of Granby 
with regards to property located 
on 50 Taylor Street and known as 
Map 8-C Lot A16, in the Town 
of Granby.

Members of the public can 
attend virtually by phone at +1 

(312) 757-3121 using Access 
Code: 282-289-421or by visiting 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/282289421.

Anyone wishing information 
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and 
place designated. The complete 
materials (including text and 
maps) relative to this “RDA” are 
available for inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
Selectmen’s Office located in 
the Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State 
Street. Additionally, copies of 
the application may be inspected 
on the Conservation Commis-
sion’s web page at www.gran-
by-ma.gov. 

William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation 

Commission
05/01/2026

a “fee and a violation of the 
24th Amendment.”

Gomez took the stand af-
ter, detailing his history as a 
Puerto Rican and his father’s 
reluctance to teach him En-
glish.  “He didn’t want me, 
my sister, and my brother 
to come to the mainland be-
cause of his life experience,” 
Gomez expressed during his 
address.  He stated that his 
father felt isolated on the 
mainland, unable to integrate 
with greater society due to 
segregation laws.  “My dad 
is Puerto Rican. So he was 
not allowed to go to the white 
clubs or he wasn’t allowed to 
go to the African-American 
clubs either because he was 
Puerto Rican, right?”

Gomez echoed many of 
his companion’s statements 
and advocated same-day vot-
ing registration.  He brought 
attention to polling locations, 
a logistic controlled by local 
government, and motivated 
citizens to engage in both re-
gional and national elections.  
One major bullet point of his 
speech was the concept of 
polling locations, a measure 
controlled by the city coun-
selors.  Gomez expressed 
concern that some towns 
didn’t have enough locations.

“It’s your local elected 
officials who establish where 
you’re going to vote,” said 
Gomez as he encouraged at-
tendees to reach out to ensure 
their area had proper cover-
age.  “That’s why it’s really 
important for you to be in 
touch with your local elected 
officials, because they make 
so many decisions that can 
change your life.”

Tara Jacobs, the Massa-
chusetts Governor’s Council, 
brought attention to her own 
position as well as the respon-
sibilities that come with it.  
Jacobs mentioned that most 

citizens had no idea that her 
position even exists, let alone 
what she does in the position.  
Throughout her speech she 
enumerated her responsibili-
ties, which include “judicial 
nominations,” “to provide ad-
vice and consent to the gover-
nor,” and to “give advice and 
consent on the parole board 
members when they’re nom-
inated.”

Jacobs also mentioned 
that she was a key member 
in the Truth campaign prior 
to her current role, a $5 bil-
lion advertising campaign de-
signed to “shift teen attitudes 
towards tobacco and smok-
ing.” She finds that much of 
her public outreach revolves 
around informing the public 
about the existence of her po-
sition, educating them on its 
impact and importance with-
in the state.  Jacobs stated 
that her position is important 
because it “matters who are 
judges are.”

“It matters the kinds of 
people who are serving on 
our parole board,” Jacobs 
said during her speech. “Who 
those people are directly af-
fects the kinds of results we 
get from our courts, the kinds 

of sentences that happen, 
whether people get diverted 
or incarcerated or a creative 
solution that affects them and 
the root causes of why they’re 
in court.”

South Hadley Select 
Board member Rene Swee-
ney was the last speaker for 
the event.  Sweeney reflected 
on the other speakers’ com-
ments and emphasized get-
ting involved with the local 
community. They stated the 
importance of local govern-
ment work and mentioned the 
role doesn’t always involve 
what the populous expects.  

“People are surprisingly 
passionate about trash pick-
up,” Sweeney commented.  
“But I’m proud every time 
I’m able to help a resident see 
and connect with the infra-
structure of the community.”

Sweeney concluded their 
time by encouraging inter-
ested citizens to run for local 
positions so that they can be 
the person that upholds the 
values they want to see in the 
community.  They mentioned 
that location positions were 
the “nuts and bolts of govern-
ment” and that such service is 
“a great experience.”

Legal Notices

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
MHC Votes organizational members pose with local and state government officials after the 
event. 

MHC Votes Events Coordinator Keira Gillin presides over the 
event.

Senator Jake Oliveira makes 
an impassioned speech 
about protecting voting 
rights.

Governor’s Council Tara 
Jacobs emphasizes the 
role of local government in 
citizens’ lives.

VOTE from page 1

Community questions 
fielded by representatives 
concerned mail-in voting 
rights and state funding ini-
tiatives given recent funding 
deficits.  The event is hoped 
to be the first of many pub-

lic forum offerings by MHC 
Votes, as reported by organi-
zation senator Bailey Dillon. 
“I really hope to continue 
having conversations with the 
community and the school,” 
said Dillon.  “I think putting 

direct energy towards bring-
ing the students off campus 
into our communities to have 
these conversations, to have 
those discussions with our 
local community members is 
really, really important.”  

South Hadley Select Board 
member Rene Sweeney 
talks about getting involved 
in local politics. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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Summer EventSummer Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your summer
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
SUMMERFEST 

Supplement which 
publishes June 3.

Deadline for submissionsDeadline for submissions
is May 6.is May 6.

Community 
Summer Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley
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_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to  
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE 

in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message.

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION MAY 29th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
nbrady@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, 

Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2x3  Black & White Grad Ad

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love, Mom & Dad

SAMPLE
SAMPLECongratulate            GraduateCongratulate            Graduate

SPECIAL! 
$55.00

Your

ART from page 1

One of the young artists shows off his work.Attendees to the event could make their own art. Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
Children were encouraged to engage with art at the exhibit.

SPRINGFIELD – On 
Monday, May 4, at 7 
p.m. the Allen Bird Club 
of Springfield, MA in-
vites the public to attend, 
From Wood Thrush to 
Goshawks: Using Tradi-
tional and Contemporary 
Approaches to Promote 
Bird Conservation. This 
program will be present-
ed by State Ornithologist 
Andrew Vitz, who will ex-
plain how a combination 
of traditional and advanced 
technologies are used in 
studying bird biology for 
improved conservation.   
Dr. Vitz will highlight spe-

cies such as the American 
Goshawk, Eastern Whip-
poor-will, American Bald 
Eagle, Wood Thrush, and 
American Kestrel. This 
presentation will be held, 
free of charge, in the Tol-
man Auditorium of the 
Springfield Science Mu-
seum, 21 Edwards Street, 
Springfield, MA. 

The Allen Bird Club 
is a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to bring-
ing Greater Springfield 
area birders together since 
1912. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.Al-
lenBirdClub.org.

State ornithologist to discuss 
latest in bird conservation BELCHERTOWN – The 

Belchertown Overcoming 
Adversity Together (BOAT) 
coalition proudly announces 
the 5th Annual Umbrella of 
Wellness Fair, taking place 
on May 16 at Chestnut Hill 
Community School. This free, 
family-friendly event contin-
ues to grow as a cornerstone 
of community health, bringing 
together education, resources, 
and interactive experiences 
under one powerful mission: 
to support healthier, safer, and 
more connected lives.

The event will run from 12 
to 4 p.m.

The Umbrella of Well-
ness Fair is dedicated to pro-
moting health and wellness 
through education, engage-

ment, and empowerment. By 
uniting local organizations, 
service providers, and com-
munity members, the event 
raises awareness, encourages 
informed decision-making, 
and fosters a safe, inclusive 
environment where individu-
als and families can connect, 
learn, and thrive.

This year’s fair will feature 
Chris Sullivan, founder of Not 
in the Playbook and former 
New England Patriots player, 
as the keynote speaker. Sulli-
van will deliver a compelling 
presentation on decision-mak-
ing, substance use awareness, 
and real-life consequences—
an especially impactful mes-
sage for high school students 
as prom and graduation sea-

son approach.
Attendees will have access 

to 70 community resource ta-
bles, offering valuable infor-
mation and support services 
across all areas of wellness. 
Educational opportunities will 
include Narcan training and 
CPR/First Aid overviews led 
by local EMTs, as well as in-
teractive exhibits like the Hid-
den in Plain Sight Trailer from 
the Alex Fisher Foundation.

Designed with all ages in 
mind, the event offers a wide 
variety of engaging activities:

Kids’ Corner (during the 
speaker): Hosted by Help-
ing Hands students, featuring 
Kaptain Kraw’s magic show, 
balloon art, face painting, and 
henna tattoos

Interactive experiences: 
Comfort dogs, touch-a-fire-
truck, ambulance display 
with CPR/First Aid demon-
strations, Smiley from the 
WooSox, and Boomer from 
the Thunderbirds

Special attraction: Barrows 
Family Pulling Team “Pulling 
for a Cause” truck

Food and fun: Free raffles 
and a $10 food truck token for 
attendees

With over 450 attendees 
expected, the Umbrella of 
Wellness Fair continues to 
strengthen community con-
nections while making vital 
health and wellness resources 
accessible and engaging for 
all.

Sullivan to speak at 5th Annual Umbrella of Wellness Fair


