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HABER FAMILY

 GRAND 
OPENING 
Mother’s Day Weekend

Landscape & Garden Supplies 
Buying In Bulk Per Cubic Yard – Saves On Bags And Money!

Bark Mulch • Hemlock • Forest Blend • Dyed Brown • Dyed Black • Compost • Top Soil 
• Plant Lovers Super Soil - A Layered Blend of 50% Compost & 50% Top Soil (2 Yard Minimum On Super Soil)

EXPERT STAFFING EDUCATED IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN, HORTICULTURE & BOTANY
Coming Soon - Trees & Shrubs, Natural Decorative Landscape Stone, Natural Patio & Wall Stone & More!

302 Newton Street, South Hadley • 413-561-7293
Red Barn and Greenhouse located behind our neighbors, Carey’s Flowers
Open Tuesday-Friday 10am-7pm • Saturday & Sunay 9am-5pm • Closed Monday

Starting This Friday, Saturday & Sunday 9am-5pm

BEN AND MEG’S FARM & GARDEN

SPOIL YOUR MOM!

Mother’s Day Hanging Baskets, Flower Pots, House Plants, 
Annuals, Perennials, Vegetable Garden Starts

Delivery 
Available

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The Se-
lectboard and School Committee 
met together in a joint 
meeting over Zoom 
last week to discuss

The April 30 
meeting included 
Chair Eric Friesner 
from the School Com-
mittee along with 
Vice-Chair Danielle 
Cooke, and members 
Daniel View and Jack 
Witkowski. Interim 
Superintendent Mark 
McLaughlin was also 
present.

From the Select-
board, Chair Andrea 
Miles, Clerk Nicole 
Casolari, and mem-
ber Jeff Cyr. Also 
in attendance were 
Jennifer Voyik, the 
Assistant Superin-
tendent of Finance 

and Business Operations for the 
School Committee and Town 
Administrator Lisa Wong. 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turely.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
School Committee listened to 
the concerns of community 
members, and welcomed a new 
student representative to the 

board.
The May 2 meeting was led 

by Chair Eric Friesner, and he 
was joined by members Dan 
Vieu, Jackson Mato and Jack 
Witowski. Interim Superinten-
dent Mark McLaughlin and As-
sistant Superintendent Jennifer 
Voyik were also in attendance.

Student Rep-
resentative Tobias 
Smith was present, 
as well as the new 
Representative Pey-
ton Leclair. 

New student 
representative 
Smith introduced 

to the board Leclair, 
who will be taking 
over as student rep-
resentative. 

“I can’t be more 
happy with the deci-
sion that was made,” 
Smith said.

On May 10 be-
fore prom, there will 
be a drunk driving 
awareness activity. 
The Best Buddies 

Games on April 26 had over a 
hundred students playing. 

Seniors have announced 
their decisions for after grad-
uation, whether it’s to go into 
higher education, the work 
force, the military, or some-
place else. 

Principal Liz Woods wrote 
a special letter thanking Tobias 
for his work as a representative, 
as well as a certificate thanking 
him for his service.

Public comments
Rebecca Mello, Danielle 

Barone and Robert Williams, 
all parents of young children, 
came to share their concerns 
about addressing bullying, 
communication with parents 
and policies to support students. 

SHEA Report 
Amy Foley came on to pro-

vide a request from South Had-
ley Education Association to 
request a change to the budget 
in order to open up a position 
for a grant writer. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE NEWS

New member appointed 
at joint meeting

New student representative welcomed

Please see MEMBER, page3
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Maureen McGarrett Hall
 REALTOR® 

realtybymaureen@gmail.com  413-364-4994
MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing  |

Happy Mother’s Day! maureen.gogallagher.com

M O Mto all the s
 that make a house a HOME.

 We Mow Lawns For Fair and Reasonable Rates & 
We Offer Senior Citizens Discounts

Matgo Services Co.
Custom Mowing & Landscape Maintenance Services
Landscape Plantings • Bark Mulch • Shrub Trimming
  413-537-7156       MatgoServices.com

MatgoServices@gmail.com

By Samuel Gelinas
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – COA 
employees Ann Andras and Lisa 
Napiorkowski anticipate the last 
days of their careers this week.   
To recognize their work, a small 
reception will take place with 
cake to commemorate their ca-
reers on Wednesday, May 15, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
South Hadley Council on Aging 
(COA).

Napiorkowski has worked as 
Assistant Director of the senior 
center since 2008.  She calls the 
day she was accepted for the po-
sition as a, “lucky day,” and that 
she sees now as the perfect time 
to go.  “I have a lot of good mem-
ories of a lot of good things” she 
shared, listing her work as assis-
tant director among those reliv-
able memories.

Before coming to the COA in 
2008, Napiorkowski worked in 
Town Hall right out of college.   
“I started at Town Hall as clerk 
in 1988 in the Planning Depart-
ment under the first Town Plan-
ner they hired.  I got to mold that 
position,” she reminisced about 
her first job. 

 After eleven years with this 
position, she received a position 
as administrative secretary for 
the selectboard in 1999.   She 
would be there for nine years un-
til her time at the Senior Center 
commenced in 2008.

Andras also has a long histo-
ry with the center, working her 
first position there beginning in 
1999 as activity coordinator, and 
would later be promoted to as-
sistant director.   From the years 
of 2008 through 2013 she took a 
hiatus to work as Director of the 
Granby Senior Center.

She would then return to 

South Hadley to accept her 
dream position, the one she is 
now retiring from.   That is, the 
job of Social Services Coordina-
tor.

“That’s what I wanted all 
along…this was my niche, this 
was my passion you could call 
it,” she shared as she communi-
cated her enthusiasm for the po-
sition.

Social work has been the field 
of her affection.  At forty she re-
turned to school.   “I majored in 
social work in school…at the 
Elms.   I did accounting and tax 
prep for my husband’s business 
for many years…It worked out 
good,” she stated, summarizing 
her journey to retirement day.

Lisa and Anne, after being 
asked about their retirement 
plans, began listing and inter-
jecting their ambitions, as if they 
were assembling new lyrics for 
Julie Andrews’s classic song, 
“Favorite things”

“I’m gonna have an extra 
cup of coffee in the morning.”   
“Cocktails in the evening.”   
“Lunch with friends.” “Putting 
off chores.”“The pleasure of do-
ing what you want to without 
squeezing it in,” they declared, 
already fantasizing the potential 
of the coming years of their lives.

Neither Napiorkowski nor 
Andras is afraid of retirement, 
but have plans, goals, and am-
bitions to use their time well.   

Andras shared that she had never 
been the person to count down 
the days to retirement, but that 
after years of people telling her, 
‘you’ll know when the time 
comes.’

She admits that for her, that 
time is now.

“You have to really want it,” 
she said in reference to retire-
ment.   “You gotta prepare the 
best you can for it.   For most 
people it’s a huge adjustment be-
ing fixed income.”  

“Don’t convince yourself 
you’re too old to do things…
Stay busy; do the things you like; 
don’t do the things you don’t 
have to do–You don’t have to!   
There’s no one making you wake 
up at five in the morning, or say-
ing, ‘it’s eight o’clock.’”  

She continued by saying that 
even the chores sound more fun 
in the context of retiring, and 
warns against the use of TV as a 
tool to pass the time. 

“The thought of some mun-
dane chore seems nice.  I’m not 
a television person either.  A lot 
of people who retire, all they 
do is watch TV…Get out there. 
Do something.  Get your fitness 
up.   Spend time in nature.   It’s 
the best medicine in the world, I 
feel.”  

“You’re only bored if you al-
low yourself to go that way”

Napiorkowski looks forward 
to having the time to organize 
her house, with the intention to 
downsize sometime in the fu-
ture.  Preferably downsize by the 
beach, she says.

”I have a lot of organizing at 
my house that I haven’t been able 
to do, and I really want to focus 
on it.”  She joked about the allure 
of a beachside estate:  “That’s a 
dream.  Ya never know.”

Both also look forward to the 
opportunity of giving more time 
and fuller attention to family and 
friends.

 “Life is too short,” said Nap-
iorkowski, as Andras gave her 
reflections on important things to 
consider before retiring.  Among 
these things is timing while tak-
ing health into consideration as a 
valuable asset. 

“How do you want to leave 
something?   When your health 
is already failing?  When you’ve 
already worked too long?” asked 

Andras rhetorically.   Both ex-
pressed thanks that they are able 
to make this decision before their 
health is failing, and before they 
were actually able to enjoy this 
time of their lives.  

“I’ve had many people say:   
You’re going to love retirement; 
others say you’re going to regret 
it.   They say I’ll enjoy it for a 
month then look for something 
to do.”  said Andras.  In response 
to these she replies:   “I can al-
ways find something to do.”

”I have never been bored in 
my life.   I’ve got some goals in 
mind.   I’ve got some volunteer 
things I want to do, and one of 
them is with the food pantry here 
in town,” she shared.  

Some other activities she 
plans on getting her hands into, 
include, “some traveling.   Get 
back into some fitness.   Some 
walking and bike riding.   You 
know, those kinds of fun things 
you put on the back burner when 
you only have the weekends.”

Both talked about the amaz-
ing character which has been 
displayed by colleagues in the 
COA, both past and present.   
Napiorkowski referred to An-
dras as a mentor of hers, and she 
praised the amazing work envi-
ronment the center has been able 
to maintain.

Both praised the willingness 
and dedication of their cowork-
ers to serve the senior commu-
nity.   To exemplify this point, 
Andras cited an event last week 
where the whole staff played a 
game of volleyball with mem-
bers.

“It’s a staff that is willing to 
say let’s put our stuff down and 
go out there for an hour,” shared 
Andras.

Both also thanked the con-
tinued support of the Town of 
South Hadley, especially Lisa 
Wong and Chuck Romboletti, 
and said that the support of the 
Town makes it easier for them to 
perform their jobs.

Both made it clear that they 
are not disappearing, and assured 
members that if they are needed, 
both Napiorkowski and Andras 
will be available.  “We’re around 
for [members] if they need us…
they know they can reach out to 
us if they need us.  We are acces-
sible,” she stated.

South Hadley

COA says goodbye to long time personnel

Ann Andras (left) alongside Lisa Napiorkowski (right) in their 
favorite nook of the senior center, which is the fireplace.

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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SOUTH HADLEY FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1
ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING
Thursday, May 23, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.

TO BE HELD AT
PVPA - PIONEER VALLEY PERFORMING ARTS
15 MULLIGAN DR., SOUTH HADLEY, MA 01075

The meeting will be held
inside the auditorium at the PVPA

SOUTH HADLEY FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1
SPECIAL MEETING

Thursday, May 23, 2024 at 5:45 p.m.
TO BE HELD AT

PVPA - PIONEER VALLEY PERFORMING ARTS
15 MULLIGAN DR., SOUTH HADLEY, MA 01075

The meeting will be held
inside the auditorium at the PVPA

School Committee 
appointment 

The Selectboard and School 
Committee worked together to 
interview and hear from a candi-
date for joining the School Com-
mittee. 

Dr. Jackson Matos, a former 
School Committee member on a 
social justice platform, came to 
the board with an application to 
join the School Committee once 
more. 

“I love when the schools are 
producing something, whether 
sports or arts, and how the com-
munity comes to support that,” 
Matos said. 

“I know that representation 
matters, and as a person of color 
and member of the queer com-
munity, I wanted to bring that 

representation, and my exper-
tise, to the school committee.”

Both the Selectboard and 
School Committee voted to ac-
cept and approve of Matos’ ap-
plication, and welcomed them as 
a new member. 

MESB Committee 
appointment 

The Selectboard and School 
Committee then held a time to 
interview many different appli-
cants for positions on the up-
coming committee for the Mosi-
er Elementary School Building. 

The first applicant, Ryan 
Moore, came forward with con-
struction and architecture ex-
perience, and grew up in South 
Hadley and has 3 and 7-year-old 
boys in the school district, and 
shared his desire to see his chil-
dren in the new school. 

“We love the community,” 
Rudi Hall, the next applicant 
said. “Education is extremely 
important to us, and the infra-
structure is also important to 
use. We really want to be a part 
of that change.” 

Art Procter, who has a child 
in the Mosier school expressed 
his desire to join the committee 
in order to help fix and change 
the state of the gym, making it so 
that those who attend their chil-
dren’s sporting events have room 
to sit. 

Brian Kennedy, a licensed 
mechanical engineer, has two 
kids in the school system. “I 
recognize a need for a change, 
and I see these committees do as 
well.”

Diane Mulvaney came for-
ward with an interest in joining 
the committee and shared her 

work in the town as chair on the 
Planning Board, and shared her 
desire to see the spaces used to 
the fullest.

Teresa Winter, a parent, came 
forward with a desire to ensure 
that spaces and technology are 
included, so that students and 
teachers can thrive to the fullest. 
She also expressed a desire for 
safety for the students and teach-
ers. 

Erica Faginski, another par-
ent, came forward to share her 
desire to join the committee. 

Elizabeth Wood, the current 
principal at South Hadley High 
School for the past five years 
said, “I think this is a really great 
opportunity to align the schools 
together.” 

Brook Beaulieu, who works 
in the portable section of Mosi-
er School, saying, “Honestly, I 

would say function over fash-
ion.”

The boards moved to then 
consider and vote for all those 
who applied, and they filled two 
staff members, two parent mem-
bers, and three candidates for the 
construction and architecture ex-
perience members. 

The boards moved to approve 
of and appoint both Brook Beau-
lieu and Elizabeth Wood for the 
staff positions, and for parent po-
sitions, appointed Teresa Winter 
and Brian Kennedy. 

The boards then moved and 
appointed Diane Mulvaney, 
Ryan Moore, and Rudi Hall for 
seats as construction and archi-
tecture experience seats. 

These positions begin at the 
end of April 30, 2024, and will 
end at the completion of the 
project.

“We firmly believe that the 
money a grant writer could gen-
erate would help alleviate some 
of the shortfalls in the budget 
due to the decreased funding 
from the state,” Foley explained.

Morale at Mosier was ad-
dressed by Foley, and she ap-
pealed to the committee for 
teachers to be given better train-
ing and support in order to han-
dle concerns within the school. 

Superintendent’s report 
McLaughlin took some time 

to address some of the things 
that were said in the SHEA up-
date and during the public com-
ments to answer any questions 
the individuals had.

Welcoming new members 
Jack Witowski and Jackson 

Mato introduced themselves to 
the committee as new members, 
and talked about how excited 
they were to begin working to-
gether.

Curriculum and 
programming updates

McLaughlin gave a report 
on the program and curriculum 

updates, which included struc-
ture and formatting of report 
cards, new talks and curriculums 
to support social and emotional 
learning, and even more. 

“I would also say that as re-
lates to the SEL Curriculum that 
has been brought up, we have 
a social and emotional mental 
health committee led by Court-
ney Mackey,” McLaughlin said. 

District policies 
Voyik led the board in dis-

cussing the various changes 
to policies, and how to vote on 
them.

South Hadley 
man killed in 
car crash 

SOUTH HADLEY— A man 
was killed Sunday morning 
when his car went off the road-
way on Route 91 southbound in 
Hatfield, crashing down an em-
bankment. Police were notified 
by a passing trucker who spotted 
the car at the woods line off the 
highway sometime around 11:30 
a.m. The victim in the crash has 
been identified as Daniel Ducha-
rme, 31, of South Hadley. 

The crash remains under 
investigation by State Police 
Detective Unit attached to the 
Northwestern District Attorney’s 
Office, the State Police Crime 
Scene Services Section, the 
State Police Collision Analysis 
and Reconstruction Section, and 
the Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner. 

SOUTH HADLEY— 
The South Hadley Chorale is 
pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Anita 
Anderson Cooper as 
its Music Director/
Conductor. She was 
the Chorale’s inter-
im conductor for the 
2023 - 2024 season.

Anderson Coo-
per works as a pro-
fessional musician, 
conductor, compos-
er, and teacher. She 
is a frequent soloist 
and guest conduc-
tor both locally and 
throughout the East Coast. 
Anderson Cooper is a mem-
ber of the faculty of the Paul 
Baird Middle School in Ludlow 
where she conducts 3 choirs, 
teaches courses in General Mu-
sic, Drama, Piano, and Ukulele/
Guitar. Cooper directs, produc-

es, and accompanies the annual 
Talent Show and leads the Sing-
er/Songwriting Club. She also 

directs the Smith Col-
lege Handbell Choir.

Anderson Cooper 
received degrees from 
Westminster College, 
Boston University, 
and Delta State Uni-
versity. She has taught 
classes at the Manhat-
tan School of Music 
in New York City and 
at Smith College. An-
derson Cooper has 
premiered many new 
vocal compositions 

including Willis Bridegam’s 
Robert Frost cycle and seven 
Emily Dickinson settings per-
formed for the re-dedication of 
the Emily Dickinson Museum 
in Amherst.

Anderson Cooper many 
choral ensembles have won 

MICCA Gold Medals and her 
Amherst

Chorale and Hurricane 
Singers won the WGBY tele-
vision series Together in Song 
for four years straight. WGBY 
produced an Emmy nominat-
ed special We Sang to the Top 
about her work with the ensem-
ble.

Anderson Cooper lives in 
Amherst, with photographer, 
David Hillerby, her son, Patrik, 
and their dog, Joey.

The South Hadley Chorale 
is made up of 60 singers from 
17 communities. Rehearsals for 
its 40th season will begin in Oc-
tober and will continue through 
to the major concert in March, 
2025. The program will be an-
nounced soon. For more infor-
mation, about the South Had-
ley Chorale, please visit www.
southhadleychorale.org or call 
413-533-3833.

South Hadley

New music director named

Anita Anderson 
Cooper

MEMBER from page 1

STUDENT from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY -- 
The Firehouse Museum is 
located at 4 North Main St. 
is open to the public on the 
fourth Sunday of each month 
from 1:30 to 4 p.m.

There is no charge to visit 
this museum and it is appro-
priate for all ages. Knowl-
edgeable docents are always 
ready to answer questions.

The museum is not hand-
icapped accessible. 

The exhibits, on two 
floors, cover a broad range 
of South Hadley’s history, 
including the historic navi-
gable canal, which is the old-
est in the country, industries 
and agriculture, military his-
tory and everyday life.  

The South Hadley His-
torical Society always wel-
comes donations of any 
memorabilia related to South 
Hadley history.

Firehouse Museum open 
every fourth Sunday

English Spring tea 
to be held May 11

The First Congregation-
al Church of South Hadley 
will hold an English Spring 
Tea on May 11, located at 1 
Church St., on the common. 
Lunch will be provided for 
adults and children, plants 
and homemade gifts avail-
able to purchase. The Tea is 
a fundraiser and benefit for 
Alianza, providing support 
for mothers and children in 
crisis. Adult tickets at $20 and 
children $10 under the age of 
10. Call the church office for 
tickets, 413.532.2263, Tues-
day through Thursdays, 10 to 
3 p.m.
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Pointers for happy plants 

I read somewhere that the new frost free date 
for our area is May 8.  

In discussing this finding with a fellow 
gardener, she said, “I still wait until Memorial 
Day. It just seems way too early to put peppers 
or tomatoes into the garden.” I wait too.  

It is more than just the frost free date, it’s 
also about how sufficiently the soil has warmed 
up.  With temps hovering in the mid 40’s today, 
I can’t imagine our tropical loving plants would 
be very happy dealing with that.  

Besides choosing an appropriate planting 
date, there are a few other pointers at this stage 
of the game will help to get your garden off to 
a good start.

Whether you purchase plants at a local gar-
den center or grow your own on windowsills or 
under lights, it is important that they be hard-
ened off before being set into the ground. 

Some nurseries take care of this for you by 
removing them from the greenhouse and plac-
ing them on benches outdoors where they get 
accustomed to wind, rain, fluctuating tempera-
tures, and hot sun. If the plants you purchased 
came from inside the greenhouse hardening 
them off at home is relatively easy.  

Introduce seedlings to the outdoors gradual-
ly, by placing them in a protected location, safe 
from whipping winds and scalding sun, for a 
small amount of time each day. Water frequent-
ly but withhold any fertilizer.  

Over the course of a week to 10 days the 
amount of time spent outdoors should increase 
until plants have spent a full day outside. Once 
they have, they can be considered “tough 
enough” to be planted in the ground.

Transplanting is best done on a cloudy, driz-
zly day. Early evening is another option should 
nice days persist.  

Under these circumstances roots will be al-
lowed some recovery time before having sustain 
the plant in the sun and wind. Seedlings should 
be watered well prior to transplanting.  

On occasion I have even kept a bucket of wa-
ter with me in the garden in which I submerge 
six packs of plants for a few seconds to moisten 
them thoroughly before planting in dry soil. 

The planting hole should be dug slightly 
larger than the container in which the plant was 
growing. Depending on the type of plant, com-
post and fertilizers can be added to the hole and 
mixed with the surrounding soil to insure ade-
quate fertility.  

Plant the seedlings at the same depth they 
were growing in their containers, no deeper. 
One exception to this rule is tomatoes, whose 
stems sprout roots!  

For less leggy tomatoes, plant them deeply, 
even in trenches with only a few sets of leaves 
above ground. 

Examine the root ball of seedlings carefully. 
If the roots are tightly woven together, they may 
need to be “butterflied,” or gently pulled apart to 
encourage future rooting in new soil.  

After planting, firm soil around roots, and 
water well.  If water drains away from the seed-
ling make a basin of soil a few inches from the 
plant’s stem to keep water where it is needed.  

If sunny days and warm temperatures are ex-
pected soon after transplanting it is a good idea 
to shade plants for a few days with overturned 
pots, tree branches, or other devices. Again, less 
transplant shock means less time spent on recov-
ery, and more time spent on making fruits and 
flowers!  

Continue to water well and deeply for the 
first week or two.  Deep watering will encourage 
deep rooting, and deep roots will best withstand 
summer droughts. 

Taking good care of your plants in the early 
stages will certainly insure a summer of produc-
tivity.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Widower’s retirement 
stymied by Social Security’s 
WEP and GPO rules

 
Dear Rusty:
My wife passed away four years ago. I 

want to retire so called SSA and was told 
I can collect my own SS at 62, reduced by 
Windfall Elimination Provision. 

My wife’s SS was greater than mine, but 
they said I do not qualify for hers at age 60 
because of the Government Pension Off-
set. This seems odd that I get zero for her, 
however I can collect mine at the two thirds 
reduction at 62. Is this true? This zero dol-
lar amount places my retirement on hold for 
now. I was counting on her SS. 

Signed: Discouraged Widower

 
Dear Discouraged: 
The Windfall Elimination Provision and 

the Government Pension Offset are two of 
the most confusing and unpopular of Social 
Security’s myriad rules. From the way you 
describe your conversation with the Social 
Security Administration, it doesn’t appear to 
have concluded with you fully understand-
ing how these provisions work, so allow me 
to elaborate.  

WEP and GPO affect anyone who has 
a retirement pension from a federal, state 
or local government agency which did not 
participate in Social Security, meaning nei-
ther the employee nor the employer paid 
into Social Security based on the employ-
ee’s earnings. Obviously, you have such a 
pension, which means that WEP will reduce 
any Social Security retirement benefit you 
have earned from other employment where 
SS payroll taxes were withheld and the GPO 
will affect any survivor benefit you are enti-
tled to. 

 WEP affects only the SS retirement ben-
efit you earned elsewhere; WEP does not af-
fect any surviving spouse benefit you might 
be entitled to from your wife. Rather, it is 
the GPO, which affects your survivor ben-
efit, again because of your state retirement, 
called a “non-covered pension” - one earned 
without contributing to Social Security. 

The GPO will reduce any surviving 
spouse benefit you might be entitled to by 
2/3rds of the amount of your “non-covered” 
state pension. Depending on the size of your 
state pension, that reduction may entire-
ly eliminate your surviving spouse benefit 
from your wife.  

Under normal SS rules, a surviving 
spouse does not become eligible for survi-
vor benefits until they reach age 60 (age 50 
if disabled). 

Normally, a surviving spouse benefit 
claimed at age 60 is reduced by 28.5% and 
it is the GPO that will affect your survivor 
benefit whenever you claim it. However, 
even without GPO, your age 60 survivor 
benefit amount would be only 71.5% of the 
amount your wife was receiving or entitled 
to receive at her death. 

If you are already collecting your 
non-covered state pension when you claim 
your SS survivor benefit from your wife, 
then that reduced age 60 survivor benefit 
would be offset by 2/3rds of the amount of 
your state pension. And that, according to 
what Social Security told you, is what elim-
inated your age 60 eligibility for a surviving 
spouse benefit from your wife. 

If you don’t claim it at 60 your survivor 
benefit will continue to grow until you reach 
your Full Retirement Age of 67, but if 2/3rds 
of your state pension is more than 100% of 
your SS survivor benefit, you still won’t 
get any surviving spouse benefit from your 
wife’s record. 

 A further consequence of your non-cov-
ered state pension is that the SS retirement 
benefit you earned elsewhere will be re-
duced by WEP. WEP will reduce, but cannot 
eliminate, your Social Security retirement 
benefit. 

The WEP formula is complex but, gen-
erally, your WEP-based Social Security re-
tirement benefit will likely be roughly half 
of what you would get if you did not have 
a state “non-covered pension.” You could 
claim your WEP-reduced SS retirement 
benefit as early as age 62 or, if financially 
feasible, delay longer to get a somewhat 
higher, but still reduced amount.  

Just For Your Information, your state 
employer had an obligation to fully inform 
you of the consequences of not contributing 
to Social Security while earning your state 
pension. It appears as though they may not 
have fulfilled that obligation. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for AMAC. 

www.townreminder.turley.com
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Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub
Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10pm; Fri. & Sat. 11am - Midnight; Sun. 12pm - 8pm

Friday, 
May 10

Jim McArdle & 
Jerry Murphy

Saturday, 
May 11

Kilashandra

Friday, 
May 17

Sean Griffin
& Guest

Saturday, 
May 18

The
Healys

Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include 
a high resolution, clear 

photograph for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Celebrating Celebrating 
Cinco Cinco 

de Mayode Mayo
SOUTH HADLEY— 

Ray Guillemette Jr brought 
his King (Ray of Elvis) and 
Kountry (Country music) to 
Buttery Brook South Hadley 
on Friday. This was his sec-
ond time celebrating Cinco 
de Mayo at the park. Guests 
enjoyed chips & salsa and 
margaritas for purchase. This 
coincided with their Dinko 
de Mayo pickleball tourna-
ment.

Submitted Photo
Ray Guillemette Jr (King 
& Kountry ) sings to Tessa 
Berard of South Hadley at 
the Cinco de Mayo event 
at Buttery Brook in South 
Hadley Friday night.

GRANBY – Join MacDuf-
fie’s Key Club students at the 
Granby Free Public Library, 297 
East State St. on Friday, May 17 
at 3 p.m.

Make some colorful crafts; a 
suncatcher and a bottlecap flow-
er with student volunteers. This 
is a drop-in program for children 
ages 5 and up.

Call the library at 413-467-
3320 during open hours for more 
information and to pre-register 
for programs. All library pro-
grams are free of charge and 
open to the public.

 

 
NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.

Grand prize 
winner 
announced

HADLEY—Hadley Police Lt. 
Jesse Green is the Grand Prize 
winner of the GAF Lifetime 
Roofing System in the AQ Cares 
Roof Giveaway, hosted by Adam 
Quenneville Roofing & Siding for 
first responders. The roof will be 
installed on May 25.

Two other winners include 
Westfield Police Officer Ryan 
Wilson, who won a Roof Maxx 
prize; and Advein Kiaresh, a pub-
lic safety officer at Bay Path Uni-
versity and a First Responder at 
STCC, who won a Roof Shampoo.

This was the third year in 
a row that Adam Quenneville, 
owner and president of Adam 
Quenneville Roofing & Siding, 
has held this contest to show his 
appreciation for first responders. 
There were some 300 entries. 

Senior 
volunteers 
needed

SOUTH HADLEY — The 
Age Friendly South Hadley 
Committee and the South Had-
ley Public Schools are seeking 
senior volunteers for an inter-
generational project to bring se-
niors and students together for 
activities this spring. The volun-
teers will be invited to visit the 
schools for conversations and 
participate in activities.

Plains and Mosier Elemen-
tary Schools: Volunteers would 
visit during mid-day recesses to 
have discussions or play table 
games with students.

Michael E Smith Middle 
School: Volunteers would vis-
it classrooms in the morning 
during the 25 minute community 
time and participate in meaning-
ful conversations with students.

South Hadley High School: 
Volunteers would visit on Career 
Day to share career or work ex-
periences.

Training will be provid-
ed and scheduling arranged. A 
CORI background check will 
be required. For more informa-
tion and to apply, please reach 
out to: Carol Constant, Age 
and Dementia Friendly South 
Hadley cpconstant@gmail.com 
or Courtney Mackey, District 
Mental Health Coordinator, SH 
Public Schools, cmmackey@
shschools.com.

Colorful Crafternoon 
with MacDuffie students

The next chapter 
of the Gaylord 
Memorial Library

SOUTH HADLEY – Join 
the Gaylord Memorial Trustees 

on Saturday June 8, 2024 from 
5 -7:30 p.m. to celebrate the 
first 120 years of the library and 
learn about the next chapter.

Enjoy small treats, great 
conversation, music, and more 
under the tent at 47 College St., 
South Hadley, MA.

Tickets: $ 35 a person. 
Sponsorships available.

Proceeds from the event 
will be put toward an elevator 
for the building.

For more information con-
tact: Marie Rohan: 413-533-
7261

Wine, Cheese, and Chocolate 2024
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS $229

lb

SALE DATES: 
5/9/24-5/15/24

$299

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ........$366

USDA INSP. BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .......
USDA INSP. FROZEN

ROASTER 
CHICKEN ...............................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

BABBIE’S BISCOTTI
BIT-SCOTTIES ........................

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS
FULLY COOKED .............................

99¢
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDDABALL 
PIT HAM ...........................

$369
lb

ea

BEEF 
RIBEYE

99¢

$199
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

APPLE TORTE
APPLE PIE 8 LB ........................... ea

$999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$949
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT
FREE

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL

$499
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 1 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTION
BUTT or SHANKS .................. 99¢

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS 
ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST .................$299

USDA INSP.
KAYEM 
HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX ................$799

lb

$366
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...............99¢

lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

$464
lb

$999
lb

7 LB
BAG

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

SOUTH HADLEY— Due 
to a vacancy on the South Had-
ley Municipal Light Board, the 
elected body has one vacancy 
that needs filling.

The Town of South Hadley 
is proceeding to address this 
vacancy immediately. This pro-
cess is consistent and within 
MGL Chapter 41, Subsections 
10, 11 and other applicable pol-
icies or regulations.

All parties interested in 
applying for the position are 
asked to submit a letter of in-
terest to Executive Assistant to 
Administration Kristin Maher 
via email at kmaher@south-
hadleyma.gov or through the 
mail to: Selectboard Office, 
116 Main St., South Hadley, 
MA, 01075. Applicants may 
submit a resume, but it is not 
required.

Letters of interest and any 
additional documents must be 
received by 4:30 p.m. on May 
19. Once received by Select-
board administration, a com-
plete packet for each candi-

date’s submission will be made 
publicly available.

The chairs of the Municipal 
Light Board and Selectboard 
will decide on a suitable date to 
have a joint meeting of remain-
ing Municipal Light Board 
members and members of the 
Selectboard to conduct inter-
views. Board members will 
make an appointment at the 
public meeting scheduled for 
the interviews or a subsequent 
public joint meeting.

Applicants will not be re-
quired to be interviewed if they 
choose not to be, but still may 
be considered. The joint com-
mittee, by way of nomination 
and subsequent vote to appoint, 
will fill the vacancy on the 
South Hadley Municipal Light 
Board for a term from the date 
of appointment to the next an-
nual town election. There will 
be a position on the annual 
town election ballot to fill the 
remaining term of this specific 
Municipal Light Board vacant 
position.

Applications now open

SOUTH HADLEY— The Gay-
lord Memorial Library, 47 College 
St., will be hosting some special 
events in May. 

It’s time for delicate seedlings 
to face the warm world. On Friday, 
May 10, from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Gay-
lord Memorial Library there will be 
a talk about transplanting and how 

to prepare indoor seedlings for out-
door life. The workshop will be with 
Brain Schrauf. Please bring extra 
seedlings and swap with the other 
gardeners for more variety. 

Come learn to take better smart 
phone pictures with Peter Glass 
on Thursday, May 23, from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. at Gaylord Memorial 

Library.  This class is for those in-
terested in producing High-Quality 
images with their smartphone cam-
eras. That means learning and un-
derstanding the camera controls as 
well as when and how to use them. 
To register at gaylordlibrary.org.

Jazz concert to 
support  Music & 
Arts South Hadley, 
Center Church

SOUTH HADLEY – Music 
at the Center and JAzz Produc-
tions present a concert event on 
Saturday, June 15, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Center Church, 1 Church St. 

A  five-member band of New 
Your City-based jazz artists will 
present an evening of the music 
of late composer Johnny Anz. 
The concert is produced by the 
composer’s son and South Had-
ley resident, John Anz.

The band features leader 
Benny Benack III on trumpet 
and vocals, Miki Yamanaka on 
piano, Alex Claffy on bass, Joe 
Peri on drums, and special guest 
vocalist Anaïs Reno. 

Advance ticket sales are $25 
and VIP packages are $95 for 
this performance. Tickets are 
available on Eventbrite through 
June 13. General admission will 
also be available at the doors the 
night of the event for $30. 

Any net proceeds from the 
performance will be donated 
to Music & Arts South Hadley 
and the Center Church outreach 
team.

Critical and generous in-kind 
support has been provided by 
Music & Ats South Hadley, PIP 

Marketing, Signs & Print of 
East Longmeadow, the Resi-
dence Inn in Chicopee, SHCTV 
15 and the Yarde Tavern in South 
Hadley.

SOUTH HADLEY – Any-
one who was a member of the 
South Hadley Marching 100 
during Roger Farnworth’s ten-
ure from 1965 to 1980 is invit-
ed to a three-day celebration of 
the band and its accomplish-
ments

On Aug.16 there will be a 
casual gathering, with a place 
and time to be determined. On 
Aug.17, there will be a meet 
and greet event, with the place 
and time to be determined. 
There will be donuts, coffee 
and a photo opportunity.

On Aug. 17, the main event 
will be held at 5 p.m., at The 
Elks Lodge in Holyoke.

On Aug. 18, at 9:30 a.m., 
there will be a Breakfast at the 
Boathouse event. 

Join fellow band mates for 
all or any of the events to make 
new memories and celebrate 
the old. For tickets or more 
information visit: The South 
Hadley Tiger Marching 100 
on Facebook or contact Karen 
Kawalec Quinn at jkequinn@
gmail.com or Craig Parker at 
craig1414p@gmail.com.

BELCHERTOWN – Craft-
ers and vendors are sought for 
the American Cancer Society, 
Quaboag Relay for Life’s 3rd 
Annual Spring Craft/Vendor 
Fair to be held on Saturday, 
June 8 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
on the Common, Routes 9 and 

202.
All proceeds from the fair 

will benefit the American Can-
cer Society, Relay for Life. 

For crafter/vendor selling 
information, please contact 
Vicki McAndrew by email at 
sv_jewelry@charter.net. 

SOUTH HADLEY— 
ASSE International Student 
Exchange Programs, in co-
operation with the commu-
nity high school, is looking 
for local families to host high 
school exchange students 
aged 15 to 18 from diverse 
countries such as Australia, 
Denmark, Spain, Italy, Japan, 
and more.

ASSE Exchange Students, 
are carefully selected based 
on their academic achieve-
ments and personalities. Host 
families have the opportunity 
to choose a student from di-
verse backgrounds, countries, 
and interests. These students 
arrive with their own spend-
ing money and comprehen-
sive insurance coverage.

Whether a young fami-
ly, retired, a single parent, or 
empty nesters, hosting a for-
eign exchange student pres-
ents an extraordinary chance 
to expand a family’s cultural 
horizons without ever leaving 
the comfort of the home.

To become an ASSE Host 
Family and to find out how to 
become involved with ASSE 
in the local community, please 
contact the ASSE Eastern Re-
gional Office at 1-800-677-
2773 or visit www.host.asse.
com to initiate your host fam-
ily application. The students 
are excited to learn about 
their American host families, 
so why wait? Start the journey 
of welcoming a new son or 
daughter today.

Vendors wanted for Relay for Life 
craft/vendor fair in June

Seeking local host families

SHHS band reunion set for Aug.

Special events at Gaylord Memorial Library
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            Route 202, East Street, Granby
413-467-3794

~ Family Owned & Operated  ~
Open: 

8am-7pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 12th!

Largest Selection of “Proven Winners” in the Area!

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

We are the Growers! Get Your Plants From the Source 
With Over 70 Years of Growing Experience!

Hanging Baskets • Rose Bushes
Gorgeous Geraniums • Boston Ferns • Annuals • Perennials

Vegetable Plants • Herbs • Potting Soil

SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

Monthly Birthday/Anni-
versary Celebration. Tues-
day, May 14 at 5:30 pm. The 
EVENT IS FREE! Join us as 
we celebrate birthdays and 
anniversaries for the month 
of May with refreshments and 
entertainment by “Dear Ella”.  
Sponsored by donations to 
our Activity Account and the 
Friends of the South Hadley 
Seniors.

May Supper Club: Food is 
the Language of Love. Mon-
day, May 20th 2-4 p.m. prep 
and lesson. Tuesday, May 21st 
2-4 p.m. – Final Fire. Make 
your own foods to light up 
your love life. The menu in-
cludes assorted appetizers, 
stuffed croissants and French 
macarons for dessert. Open to 
those who have completed the 
Kitchen Safety Orientation. 
Register with Chef Magge at: 
maggiev06021@gmail.com

South Hadley Public Li-
brary at the COA. Thursday, 
May 23rd 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.  

Staff from the SHPL will have 
information about the latest 
library news, programs, and 
services.

Memorial Day Breakfast 
– Thursday, May 23rd 8:30 
a.m. – PLEASE REGISTER.  
The event will include a deli-
cious breakfast prepared by the 
SHHS Culinary Dept, speakers 
and Military remembrances. 
This event is open to all Veter-
ans and one guest. Sponsored 
by the Veterans Services and 
the Friends of the South Had-
ley Seniors

Water Spider’s Wisdom: 
Cherokee Women’s Textile Di-
plomacy.  Tuesday, May 28th 
5:00 p.m.. Patricia Dawson, 
Assistant Professor of History 
at Mt. Holyoke College, will 
explore the history of Cher-
okee textiles and celebrate 
Cherokee women’s innova-
tion, power, and creativity. 
Thank you to the Travel Club 
for sponsor this program.  

45 Dayton Street, South Hadley • 413-538-5030
www.southhadley.org/324/Council-on-Aging

South HadleySouth Hadley

Program highlights for the month of May 2024

Council on AgingCouncil on Aging

Make way forMake way for 
GOSLINGS

These geese and their newly 
hatched goslings were recently 
photographed at Ashley 
Reservoir in Holyoke.

Send Us Your Photos!
townreminder@turley.com

Submitted photos by Kara Walsh-Vey

Resident inducted into honor society
EASTON— Paige Marjanski, a member of Stonehill College’s 

Class of 2025 from South Hadley, was recently inducted into 
Lambda Epsilon Sigma, the institution’s academic honor society. 
The organization recognizes outstanding juniors and seniors who 
have demonstrated an excitement for both learning and sharing 
their knowledge. 

CAMPUSNotesNotes
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SPORTS

SOUTH HADLEY – Last Tues-
day afternoon, Isabella Schaef-
fer not only pitched nine shut-
out innings, but she also got the 
game-winning hit as South Hadley 

defeated Easthampton 1-0 in nine 
innings. Her hit scored her battery 
mate, Ara Powers in the bottom of 
the ninth. The Tigers are now 11-3 
on the season.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—The 
South Hadley, Southwick, and 
Ware baseball teams finished the 
2023 regular season in a three-
way tie for first place in the Sub-
urban Central league standings. 

Just when it looked like 
South Hadley would fall two 
games behind first place Ware 
in this year’s league standings, 
the Tigers managed to keep their 
league title hopes alive. They 
scored three runs in the bottom 

of the sixth inning leading to 
an exciting 6-5 come-from-be-
hind victory over the Monson 
Mustangs at Thomas B. Landers 
Baseball Diamond, last Tuesday 
afternoon. 

“We’re coming off a very big 
win against Southwick the other 
night and we were a little bit flat 
in today’s game,” said longtime 
South Hadley head coach Matt 
Foley. “I’m very proud of the 
way the kids kept plugging away 
against an up-and-coming Mon-
son team. We only beat them, 
1-0, the first time that we faced 
them.”       

South Hadley (8-2, 6-1) won 
their eighth consecutive game 
since a 5-2 home loss to Wah-
conah Regional and a 1-0 loss 
at Ware in the first two games of 
the regular season.

“This is a big league win be-
cause Ware hasn’t lost a league 
game yet,” Foley added. “We’re 
really looking forward to play-
ing them again in a couple of 
weeks.”

The Tigers are scheduled to 
host the Ware Indians on May 
15.

The Mustangs, who were 
hoping to spoil the Tigers league 
title dreams, had a 4-6 overall re-
cord and a 2-3 league mark fol-

lowing the one run road loss. 
Despite losing another close 

game to South Hadley, Monson 
varsity coach Curtis Orlik was 
pleased with his team’s overall 
performance in the road game.

“It stinks losing another 
close game to South Hadley, 
but I thought we played very 
well today,” he said. “This was 
one of the better games that 
we’ve played so far this season. 
We hit the ball well against a 
very good pitching staff. If we 
would’ve been able to hang on, 
this would’ve been a huge win 
for us.”  

Monson did close out last 
week’s action with a pair of vic-
tories against Granby (8-7) and 
SCIS (10-0), which put them to 
the .500 mark for the first time 
this spring. 

The Mustangs were trailing 
the Tigers, 3-2, entering the top 
of the sixth inning.

With one-out in the frame, 
sophomore shortstop Jake 
Beaupre and sophomore center-
fielder Ben Pignone drew back-
to-back walks against South 
Hadley senior relief pitcher 
Burke Belsky, who’s a lefty. 

Then sophomore catcher 

Softball gets win Softball gets win 
in extra innings

Catcher 
Ara Powers 

makes a 
great catch 

on a foul ball.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Karli Carmody hustles down the line.

Ryley McMahon picks up a bunt and throws to first.

Late runs lift Tigers to win

Justin Moskal pitches for the Tigers.

Griffin Soderbaum picks up a 
bounding ground ball.

Ryan Netkovick leads off third 
base.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Matt Drobiak fouls off a pitch.

Rams win 
three straight

GRANBY – The road was 
kind of Granby softball last 
week as the Rams took three 
straight, beating Palmer, South-
wick, and Ware in consecutive 
games, all away from Granby 
High School. The Rams scored 
a combined 76 runs in this three 
games, a 21-7 win over Palmer, 
a 30-10 triumph over Southwick, 
and a 25-13 win over Ware. The 
Rams are 7-5 on the season and 
face Hopkins Academy on May 
9 at 4 p.m.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com 

Jordyn Placzek fires a pitch home.

SEE MORE PHOTOS 
ON PAGE 9.

Please see TIGERS, page 9
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Rams win three straight

Kaitlyn Curran fields a throw to second and attempts to tag a 
runner out.

Cassie Flaherty fields a ground ball. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Meredith Bartosz looks to make a tag.

SPRINGFIELD -  The 
Springfield Thunderbirds earned 
their second-ever Howdy Award 
recognition on Monday night 
during the 27th annual event 
inside the MassMutual Center. 
T-Birds Manager of Brand De-
velopment and Merchandise, 
Drew Supernor, earned the How-
dy in the “Attractions” category, 
one of 10 local hospitality work-
ers spotlighted on Monday. 

The Greater Springfield 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
presents the Howdy Awards an-
nually to recognize the outstand-
ing service hospitality industry 
employees provide. Supernor’s 
award victory marks the second 
time the Thunderbirds organiza-
tion has taken home a Howdy. 
Team mascot “Boomer” cap-
tured the same honor in 2018.

“We want to thank the 
GSCVB for recognizing Drew 
and Lauren Blanchard from our 

staff as finalists for their catego-
ry,” said Thunderbirds President 
Nathan Costa. “As someone who 
has been with our franchise since 
our first day in 2016, Drew has 
embodied what it means to be a 
service champion to his custom-
ers. On top of that award-winning 
trait, he has been instrumental in 
creating some of the best mer-
chandise lines of any team in the 
American Hockey League, and 
we could not be prouder to have 
him represent our organization 
for this much-deserved honor.”

During the T-Birds’ im-
mensely successful 2023-24 
season, the box office records 
also translated into the brand and 
merchandise space. Supernor’s 
team was instrumental in gen-
erating a 10% increase in online 
and in-arena sales compared to 
the prior season. The store’s full 
rebrand on specialty nights led to 
big crowds looking to stock up 

on T-Birds gear, including  the 
single-game record for merchan-
dise sales on the club’s annual 
Ice-O-Topes Night this past Feb-
ruary.

Since their inception in 2016, 
the Thunderbirds’ merchandise 
sales have grown in each of the 
team’s first seven seasons of 
play. Total merchandise sales for 
the Springfield AHL franchise 
have grown 6x from the final 
year of the Falcons organization 
in 2015-16 to today.

“Merchandise plays a vital role 
in representing your brand in the 
area and is not just a means of gen-
erating revenue,” explained Costa. 
“When you visit downtown Spring-
field on game nights, you can see 
T-Birds gear everywhere. People 
of all ages wear it proudly, which 
speaks volumes about Drew and his 
team’s ability to bring in products 
that people genuinely want to wear 
and show off.”

T-Birds front office members wins award

EPPING, N.H. - Travis 
Benjamin won two of last 
year’s Granite State Pro Stock 
Series stops at Star Speedway. 
With only one visit to the pop-
ular bullring on the schedule 
in 2024, the reigning GSPSS 
champion made it count.

The Belfast, Maine, veter-
an withstood challenges from 
Ryan Green and Casey Call 
to win Saturday night’s Spring 
100, opening his title defense 
the same way he started off last 
year’s title chase.

“I’ve got a wicked good 
car here,” Benjamin told series 
announcer Marco Thomas in 
Star’s winner’s circle. “I can’t 
thank my crew enough.”

Benjamin and Green flexed 
their muscle early, winning 
their respective heats to lead 
the field to the first green flag 
of the new season. Green, 
sporting new colors and with 
former GSPSS champion Joey 
Doiron in his pit stall, worked 
the outside line to take the ear-
ly lead, with Benjamin haunt-
ing in second.

In a mad scramble for the 
lead after a lap-34 restart, Ben-
jamin got the better of Call and 
Green, retaking the top spot as 
the field slowed for a compet-
itor’s tire trouble. Call settled 
into second on a long green-
flag run, with Green threaten-

ing for second.
Jamie Wright’s spin on 

lap 82 erased Benjamin’s ad-
vantage, with Green and Call 
poised to make it exciting in 
the final laps. But Benjamin 
cleared himself of Green, driv-
ing away from the pack to post 
his fourth career GSPSS win 
and his third Star win in the last 
four series races held at “The 
Place to Race.”

Call, last July’s GSPSS 
winner at Star, settled for sec-
ond, with Green matching his 
best career GSPSS finish in 
third. Dan Winter was fourth in 
his first series start since 2017, 
while Speedway 95 winner 
and Wiscasset Speedway vet-
eran Josh St. Clair managed a 
fifth-place run despite spinning 
twice early.

Title hopeful Evan Beaulieu 
was 11th at the finish, leaving 
the Durham, Maine, driver at 
a deficit, as Benjamin sits atop 
the points standings with eight 
races to go.

The next race on the GSPSS 
calendar is at Claremont Mo-
torsports Park, as the series 
returns to its long-time home 
venue after a year’s absence. 
On Sunday, May 26, Key Auto 
Group presents the GSPSS 100 
with a $5,000 share going to 
the race winner of the Memo-
rial Day showdown.

Benjamin’s Star Speedway 
mastery continues with 
Spring 100 checkers

Shane Szado grounded a single 
down the left field line scoring 
Beaupre with the game tying 
run. Szado advanced to second 
base on the throw to the plate. 
After the next batter struck out, 
sophomore leftfielder Austin 
Meacham poked a two-run sin-
gle into center giving the visiting 
team the lead for the first time at 
5-3.

The Mustangs didn’t hold 
onto the lead for very long, as the 
Tigers scored three runs against 
senior righthander Sebastian 
Nava, who went the distance for 
Monson, in the bottom of the 
sixth.

The Tigers rally began with a 
single to left by senior DH John 
Viola, who advanced to sec-
ond on an error before stealing 
third. Viola scored when senior 
first baseman Jack Maziarz hit 
a sacrifice fly to left field. Then 
Belsky and sophomore shortstop 
Griffin Soderbaum drew back-
to-back walks. Nava retired the 
next batter on a pop-up, which 
brought sophomore leftfielder 
Logan Carpenter to the plate. 
Carpenter, who’s the Tigers 
leadoff hitter, became the hero 
of the game for the home team 
by belting a two-run double to 
center field.  

“We were trailing by a cou-
ple of runs going into that inning 
and I really needed to get a base 
hit in that at-bat,” Carpenter said. 
“After I hit the ball, I knew the 

two baserunners were going to 
score. This is the first time I’ve 
had a game winning hit in a var-
sity game.”   

The second hitter in the Ti-
gers line-up is Logan’s twin 
brother, Gavin, who started the 
game in rightfield. 

While Logan is a second-year 
varsity player, Gavin is a first-
year varsity player. The twins 
have also been teammates on the 
same hockey team.

“It’s cool playing on the same 
baseball team with my twin 
brother,” Logan said. “We also 
play on a hockey team together.”

Viola, who’s one of the Ti-
gers aces, along with classmate 
Matt Drobiak took over on the 
mound at the start of the sev-
enth inning. Viola retired the 
first Mustangs batter on a pop-up 
which he caught before striking 
out the next two batters ending 
the ballgame.

“Johnny and Matt are both 

very good pitchers,” Foley said. 
“We needed Johnny pitch in to-
day’s game because he hadn’t 
pitched since last week. He 
hasn’t been a closer very often, 
but he did very well in that role 
today.”   

The Tigers, who had only 
four base hits, took a 1-0 lead in 
the second when Maziarz tripled 
to right field before scoring on a 
throwing error.

Viola had an RBI single in 
the following inning.

Monson, who also only had 
four hits, tied the score against 
sophomore righty Justin Moskal, 
who was the Tigers stater, in the 
top of the fourth.

The Mustangs first run scored 
on an RBI single by Ben Pig-
none and a sacrifice fly by senior 
Colin Beaupre brought home the 
tying run.

South Hadley retook the lead 
in the fifth, which led to the very 
exciting sixth inning.

TIGERS from page 8

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli
Gavin Carpenter sends a long throw back to the infield.

Rosters spots are dwindling, 
but there are still some spots 
available as the Quabbin Valley 
Over-28 Baseball has begun it 
season. There are still several 
open spots to get filled despite 
the season being underway.

Registration for the 2024 
season is now open and any in-
terested players can go to www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org to 
get registered, or to seek more 
information or make inquiries 
about the league. 

The league plays most Sun-
day from late April through 
late August with playoffs fol-
lowing that. The league plays 
a 15-game schedule and typi-
cally fields six teams each year. 
Games are usually played at 10 
a.m. with fields in Easthamp-
ton and South Hadley used as 

well some expansion to the 
surrounding area this season. 
The league does not play on 
Mother’s Day or Memorial Day 
weekends.

The Quabbin Valley league 
is an all-abilities league and all 
are welcome to join. Eligibility 
is players who are age 28 and 
over. You must be 30 to be eligi-
ble to pitch in the league. Your 
age for eligibility is whatever 
age you will turn in 2024. The 
league is also able to entertain-
ing taking in an entire group 
as a team to add to the league. 
Please email the league board 
for to inquire about entering a 
team. The league can also pro-
rate registration at this point. 
Simply contact a league board 
member. Contact information is 
located at the registration link.

Quabbin League wants to fill 
remaining roster spots
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CUB CADET RZTS 46”. Zero turn 
mower with bagger, good condition. 
$1250. Call 413-265-7279.

HAYWARD DE POOL FILTER for 
above ground pool. Good condition, 
$350. 413-589-7877.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED 

FIREWOOD

Only $5 per bundle!  Pick up at Kib-
be’s Firewood, 229 Somers Rd., 
Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

TAG SALE
9 OAKLAND ST., WILBRAHAM. 
Sat. & Sun. 5/11 & 5/12, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. each day. Sports equipment, 
jewelry, clothing, books.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor. Tim 413-563-
2229. Licensed/insured. 35 year con-
struction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, flower beds wherever. Be 
safe grow your own. Call Bob  413-
626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING – Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413) 592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

TUNE UP

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO
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CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

FULL TIME, 5 NIGHTS 
PER WEEK FLAT BED 

DRIVER NEEDED.

Monday-Friday $1500 per week. Must 
be able to remain on the property and 
work out of Early’s Towing located at 
536 Park Avenue, Worcester. We will 
have you responded to Worcester 
Police, Mass. State Police, AAA and 
in-house accounts and customer calls. 
You will be doing tows, jump starts, 
lock-outs, tires changes and out of gas 
calls. Experience is a must! You must 
be responsible, organized, clean in ap-
pearance and dependedable. We have 
new trucks and equipment. We provide 
uniforms, benefits, paid time off, retire-
ment plan and several other benefits. 
We are a family run small business 
looking for a team player to join our 
team. Please call Jim to schedule an 
interview 508-753-1123.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

The Russell Public Library in  
Russell, MA  is seeking a PART 
TIME (8 HOURS) LIBRARY 
CIRCULATION ASSISTANT. Re-
quired, strong interest in working with 
the public, good organizational skills 
and solid computer skills.  Bachelor’s 
Degree with 1 year of library/admin-
istrative/ public service experience or 
an Associates Degree, with 2 years of 
library/administrative/ public service 
experience. For more info see library 
page on Town of Russell web-
site. Please send a cover letter and 
resume to Russell Public Library 
Trustees P.O. Box 275 Russell, 
MA 01071 or email to  rpldirector@
townofrussell.us to be received by 
May 21, 2024.

DRIVERS
INTERSTATE BATTERIES IS 
SEEKING A DRIVER for deliveries 
in Western Mass area. Qualifications 
include: clean driving record; ability to 
lift heavy weights; stable job history; 
good communication skills; high work 
standards & strong self-organizational 
skills. Apply in person 8 am-5pm M-F 
9am-12pm Sat. 230 Chauncey 
Walker Street (Rte 21) Belcher-
town

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

FULL TIME, 5 NIGHTS 
PER WEEK FLAT BED 

DRIVER NEEDED.

Monday-Friday $1500 per week. Must 
be able to remain on the property and 
work out of Early’s Towing located at 
536 Park Avenue, Worcester. We will 
have you responded to Worcester 
Police, Mass. State Police, AAA and 
in-house accounts and customer calls. 
You will be doing tows, jump starts, 
lock-outs, tires changes and out of gas 
calls. Experience is a must! You must 
be responsible, organized, clean in ap-
pearance and dependedable. We have 
new trucks and equipment. We provide 
uniforms, benefits, paid time off, retire-
ment plan and several other benefits. 
We are a family run small business 
looking for a team player to join our 
team. Please call Jim to schedule an 
interview 508-753-1123.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

The Russell Public Library in  
Russell, MA  is seeking a PART 
TIME (8 HOURS) LIBRARY 
CIRCULATION ASSISTANT. Re-
quired, strong interest in working with 
the public, good organizational skills 
and solid computer skills.  Bachelor’s 
Degree with 1 year of library/admin-
istrative/ public service experience or 
an Associates Degree, with 2 years of 
library/administrative/ public service 
experience. For more info see library 
page on Town of Russell web-
site. Please send a cover letter and 
resume to Russell Public Library 
Trustees P.O. Box 275 Russell, 
MA 01071 or email to  rpldirector@
townofrussell.us to be received by 
May 21, 2024.

DRIVERS
INTERSTATE BATTERIES IS 
SEEKING A DRIVER for deliveries 
in Western Mass area. Qualifications 
include: clean driving record; ability to 
lift heavy weights; stable job history; 
good communication skills; high work 
standards & strong self-organizational 
skills. Apply in person 8 am-5pm M-F 
9am-12pm Sat. 230 Chauncey 
Walker Street (Rte 21) Belcher-
town

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

Town of Granby
Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given 
under Chapter 138 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws 
that the Granby Board of 
Selectmen will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Tuesday, May 
21, 2024, at 5:35 P.M. (not 
Monday May 20.) at 10-B 
West State Street (Senior 
Center Building) on the appli-
cation Laurie Ann Bernier for 
Something Special Catering 
Service and Cafe, seeking 1. 
a Wine and Malt Beverages 
(Restaurant on Premises) 
License and 2. to consider 
Laurie Ann Bernier as man-
ager for premises describes 
as follows: 32-seat café inside 
with one floor at 960 square 
feet and 22 seats for outside 
patio at 800 square ft, locat-
ed at 181 West State Street, 
Granby MA.

Anyone interested, and 
wishing to be heard, should 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

Glen N. Sexton
Crystal L. Dufresne
Richard A. Beaulieu

Licensing Commissioners
05/10/2024 

Activities & Nutrition 
Coordinator for 

Granby COA
Highly motivated indi-

vidual who can be responsi-
ble for planning, coordinat-
ing, and providing activities, 
entertainment, and informa-
tional programs for elders and 
their families at the Senior 
Center in the Town of Granby.

Ability to interact in a 
positive and effective manner 
with people at all levels of 
society, particularly the elder-
ly.

The employee may be 
required to work beyond nor-
mal business hours to attend 
department sponsored activi-
ties or events.

Applicants must have 
computer literacy skills, also 

excellent organizational skills, 
verbal and written commu-
nication skills. Applicants 
must be able to effectively 
multitask. Job descriptions 
and applications are avail-
able at the Town of Granby 
Selectboard Office 10-B W 
State St Granby MA 01033 
or by calling 413-467-7177. 
Applications will be accept-
ed until the position is filled. 
Salary depends on qualifica-
tions and experience. Please 
submit cover letter and 
resume to: Town of Granby 
Council on Aging C/O Board 
of Selectmen 10-B West State 
St., MA 01033.
05/03, 05/10/2024 

Public Notices

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. It wakes you up
  6. A place to sleep
  9. Czech village
 13. Appetizer
 14. African country
 15. Dark brown or 

black
 16. Parent-teacher 

groups
 17. Saturates
 18. ESPN personality 

Kimes
 19. Songs to a lover
 21. Cavalry-sword
 22. Begat
 23. Patriotic women
 24. Famed Princess
 25. One who does not 

conform
 28. Neither
 29. Nigerian monetary 

unit
 31. Body parts
 33. Hit Dave Matthews 

Band song
 36. Depicts with pencil

 38. Make into leather 
without tannin

 39. Plants grow from 
them

 41. Alias
 44. Fingers do it
 45. More dried-up
 46. Clod
 48. Senior officer
 49. A way to listen to 

music
 51. The bill in a 

restaurant
 52. Historic center of 

Artois region
 54. Cyprinid fishes
 56. Poisonous perennial 

plant
 60. Scottish Loch
 61. Heads
 62. Extra seed-covering
 63. Wings
 64. Britpop band
 65. Forearm bones
 66. Small immature 

herring
 67. Female sibling

 68. Hymn

CLUES DOWN
  1. Vipers
  2. Not on time
  3. Resembling a wing 

or wings
  4. Tears down
  5. Professional 

designation
  6. Noise a sheep made
  7. Type of lodge
  8. Speak poorly of
  9. Ties the knot again
 10. Apron
 11. Studied intensively
 12. City in Finland
 14. One who monitors
 17. 18-year 

astronomical period
 20. Trent Reznor’s band
 21. Takes to the sea
 23. Split pulses
 25. Valentine’s Day 

color
 26. Wyatt __
 27. Type of rail

 29. One from the Big 
Apple

 30. Asteroids
 32. Made more sugary
 34. Change in skin 

pigment
 35. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese
 37. Koran chapters
 40. A place to relax
 42. Young woman ready 

for society life
 43. Female horses
 47. Half of Milli Vanilli
 49. Icelandic poems
 50. Indiana town
 52. Golden peas
 53. Closes tightly
 55. It’s mined in 

mountains
 56. Cliff (Hawaii)
 57. Ribosomal 

ribonucleic acid
 58. Monetary unit
 59. Primordial matter
 61. TV station
 65. Rise

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate 
your graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76     SPECIAL $55

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION 

MAY 15th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

MAIL YOUR 
AD WITH 

PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or 
credit card: 

Checks Payable to
Turley Publications. 

Credit Cards 
be sure to include: 

Newspaper you would 
like the ad to appear, 
Your Name, Address, 

Phone Number, 
Credit Card Number,
 Exp. Date & CVV.

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS  •  413.283.8393  • www.turley.com

Honor Your Graduate

2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
CARLY 
SMITH
We are so proud 
of you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck at 
Springfield 
College.

Love Mom, Dad, John and Chloe

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

▼
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Class Grass
GARDEN CENTER

140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-7979 • www.classgrass.com

“Your Complete G“Your Complete GARDEN ARDEN Center”Center”

Annuals • Perennials • Water Garden Supplies
Bark Mulch & Loam • Propane • Open 7 Days

Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden
Get your green thumbs in gear right here!Get your green thumbs in gear right here!

GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN
108 West State Street, Granby • 1-413-467-3838

For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor,

Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs

OPEN 
Monday - 
Saturday

Hodgen Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
✦

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436

SOUTH HADLEY • 533-5503
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)

Rototillers, brush mowers, 
pressure washers, overseeders, 

dethatchers, and more.

tjsrental.com

Your lawn projects start here!Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets, 
House Plants, 

Gardening Supplies,
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure,
Compost & More

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

Power Equipment
Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 

Belchertown
413-323-5435

Farm Supply
Rte. 202 N. 357 Daniel Shays Hwy, 

Belchertown
413-323-6336

www.devonlane.com

• Mowers • Lawn Tractors 
• Chainsaws • Trimmers 
• Generators • Brush Cutters 
• Hedge Trimmers 
• Rototillers & More

ANDREW’S 
GREENHOUSE

1184 S. East St.
S. Amherst, MA
(413) 253-2937

www.andrewsgreenhouse.com

Brush Mowing - Tree Work
Botanical Consultations
Specializing in Invasive Plants
Fencelines

LEARN TO GROWLEARN TO GROW
Specializing in set-up of outdoor gardens. Specializing in set-up of outdoor gardens. 
From Cannabis to Vegetables.

Call me for your garden set-up today!
413-523-3272 Clinton Racine, Owner
Lifetime of Experience • Educated at UMASS

LAND MANAGEMENT

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

Step outside. The forests and 
fields are full of birds, some are 
here to nest and others just stop-
ping by during their migrations 
further north. South Hadley has 
many great conservation areas to 
witness the wonder of spring mi-
gration. 

Please join the South Hadley 
Conservation Commission, which 
is hosting a spring migration bird 
walk at the River to Range Trail 
lead by Bill DeLuca, a Conserva-
tion Commission member and Se-
nior Migration Ecologist with the 
National Audubon Society. The 
walk will begin in the trailhead 
parking lot off Ferry Street on 

Saturday, May 18 at 9 a.m. Come 
dressed for the weather as we take 
about an hour or two to walk the 
relatively flat and smooth 1-mile-
long loop trail. We will have free 
coffee and donuts in the parking 
lot prior to our walk. No prior 
birding experience is needed, and 
we will have some binoculars to 
share.

On May 16 at 7 p.m., we will 
also host a zoom info session to 
discuss what you might expect 
on your walk and talk a bit about 
the general ecology of the loca-
tion. Please register to receive the 
Zoom link to log into the meeting: 
https://bit.ly/SpringBirdTalk.

Spring migration bird walk at 
the River to Range Trail

Northern Parula, a common 
spring migratory bird in our 
area. (no photo credit needed, 
part of creative commons)

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Historical As-
sociation is holding its Open-
ing Day activities at the Stone 
House Museum on Saturday, 
May 11. 

There will be free tours of 
the museum, the famous “Old 
Bag” sale, a plant sale featuring 
locally grown perennials and 
some local crafters.

The association is asking 
for help from the community to 
make this fundraiser success-
ful. Many have already contrib-
uted old bags for the sale. 

Every year, the plant sale 
receives many donations of 
perennials dug from gardens 

in the community and gener-
ously donated to the plant sale. 
Please check your gardens for 
new plants that can be potted 
now and have time to recover 
and look their best in time for 
the sale. 

They are looking for flower-
ing plants, shade plants, vegeta-
ble plants, trees, shrubs, bulbs, 
fruit bearing plants and house 
plants. Plants can be brought 
to the Stone House during the 
week before the sale and left 
near the schoolhouse. 

Please email sallyshat-
tuck54@gmail.com if you have 
any questions.

Historical Association holds opening day


