
www.townreminder.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Serving the town of South Hadley

COMMUNITY, 2

FREE
May 19, 2023

Vol. 54,  No. 4

Viewpoints 4
Seniors 6
Education 8
Sports 10
Public Notices 13
Classifieds 14

INDEXTOWN
Reminder

REGION, 7

The Wild Epicurean

In My Backyard

Lisa Wong’s weekly 
wrap up

NATURE, 5

SPORTS, 10

Chance of a lifetime 
for Tiger players

60

CELEBRATING

TURLEY PUBLICATIO
N

Syears

SOUTH HADLEY — The town’s of-
�cial opening weekend for the pickleball 
courts, aka “Dinko de Mayo” in pickleball 
vernacular, kicked off with a Super Senior 
Pickleball Tournament.

Participants had to be age 65 or over to 
compete. 

“The tournament was full with a wait-
ing list and many seniors came out to cheer 
them on,” said Kim Prough, who coordi-
nates the South Hadley Pickleball program.

“This is a testament to the sport, its 
popularity and the importance pickleball is 

playing in helping to keep our seniors ac-
tive and socially connected.”

The tournament was followed that 
evening by a performance from Ray Guil-
lemette as A-Ray of Elvis, who sang to a 
crowd of over 200 at Buttery Brook Park. 
South Hadley Pickleball hosted two more 
tournaments last Saturday and a family 
play on Sunday. 

Keep up to date with South Hadley 
Pickleball on Facebook and via the Team-
Reach app (South Hadley Picklers, code 
01075).

Buttery Brook Park 
to get upgrades

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Friends of Buttery Brook Park 
and the South Hadley Recreation 
Department have big plans for 
improvements to the park to make 

it more accessible and to provide 
more recreational activities.

To make those dreams come 
true, both groups are currently 
working with a grant writer to 
submit a Parkland Acquisitions 
and Renovations for Communi-
ties grant application to the state 
to fund most of those goals. 

The process is lengthy, and 
very competitive, according to 
Andy Rogers, director of the 

recreation department, but well 
worth it in the end. The town has 
hired a grant writer to give the ap-
plication its best chance at being 
approved.

“The PARC grant is a reim-
bursement grant, and South Had-
ley gets reimbursed at 70% up 
to $500,000,” explained Rogers. 
“The grant is due in July, and we 
will �nd out the results in No-
vember.  You then have the design 

phase from January to June, and 
construction can begin July 1, 
2024, and must be done by June 
30, 2025.”

Some of the main goals for 
the grant’s funding include mak-
ing the park more accessible to 
those who are differently abled, 
including an accessible walking 
path across the entirety of the 

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – Farm-
ers’ Market South Hadley is 
ready for a triumphant debut on 
May 24 from 2 to 6 p.m. at But-
tery Brook Park. 

Over two dozen weekly and 
rotating vendors will sell their 
local fruits, vegetables, and 
foods, as well as crafts, soaps, 
and other goods on a weekly ba-

sis until Oct. 11.
“We have a core of full-time 

vendors, mainly our vegetable 
farms, bread, cheese, meats, and 
most other vendors are here on 
a rotating schedule. We also al-
low up to three craft vendors per 
market,” explained Jen Kressler, 
director for the market. “Craft 
vendors have to be local, and 
their products are all handmade, 
and/or include locally sourced 
materials. A list of each week’s 

vendors will be posted on [social 
media], and also sent out in our 
weekly newsletter with more in-
formation.”

Among the lengthy list of 
vendors are Beens Beans, Cher-
ished Cookie Creations, Crook-
ed Stick Pops, Flora and Fauna 
Farm, Grown Up Farm, Love 
Leaf Farm, Song Sparrow Farm 
and Sweet Babu’s Granola. A 
full list of 2023 vendors can be 
found on the market’s website 

farmersmarketsouthhadley.com.
Bringing the market back, 

after it closed several years ago, 
has been a work of passion for 
Kressler and other members of 
the community. A change in lo-
cation and several updates to the 
program have reinvigorated it 
and brought much interest and 
support from the community. 

“We’ve encountered nothing 
but absolute enthusiastic support 

Assessors 
discuss review 
of exemptions

By Matty Anderson
Staff Writer

manderson@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY– At their recent meet-
ing, the Board of Assessors voted for Kevin 
Taugher to be the Chairmen of the Board.

On May 15, the Board also voted to keep 
Thomas Reidy in his position as the Clerk. 

The next agenda item was to discuss bills 
payable, which were all authorized, after their 
encumbrances the Board was slated to turn 
back $603 for the �scal year 2023 budget. 

Exemptions
Associate Assessor Missy Couture Rim-

bold provided a Personal Exemption Analy-
sis.

There are many, many exemptions that are 
out, that we have not either updated in a lot of 
years or voted to accept in the municipality,” 
she said.

Couture Rimbold said the town should 
review all of the current exemption offerings 
and adjust them accordingly to provide the 
best bene�t.

She explained that the work off programs 
for seniors and veterans are actually abate-
ments, rather than exemptions.

To combat general issues regarding ex-
emptions, Couture Rimbold generated a 
spreadsheet that will act as a tool to simplify 
the process of exemptions.

Couture Rimbold said, “If we can help 
people and get reimbursed then why wouldn’t 
we do that, if we’re not the ones to bring this 
forward then who will.”

Grant funding sought for improvements

Contributed photo
A ‘Super Senior’ tournament followed by a performance from A-Ray of Elvis kicked off 
the pickleball season at the South Hadley courts.

Tribute to seniors 

Community welcomes the return of Farmers’ Market

kicks off pickleball
opening weekend

Please see PARK, page 2

Please see GRANT, page 6

Please see MARKET, page  7
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489 Granby Road, South Hadley, MA
Saturday, May 20th  |  8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

• $500 Swenson Gift Card
• Red Sox Tickets for 2
• 2-tier Granite Fire Pit Kit 
• Mailbox Post Kit

PRODUCT DEMONSTRATIONS, 
FUN, FOOD & PRIZES

SCAN THE BELOW QR CODE, TO ENTER 
TO WIN ONE OF THESE GREAT PRIZES:

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
Largest Selection of “Proven Winners” in the Area!
Hanging Baskets • Rose Bushes • Perennials
4 ½” Geraniums • Annuals • Patio Pots • Vegetable Plants

Route 202, East Street, Granby
413-467-3794

~ Family Owned & Operated  ~

Open: 
8am-5pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

MEMORIAL DAY POTS

Get your plants from the source with 
over 70 years of growing experience!We are the Growers!

SOUTH HADLEY  — Residents are 
encouraged to apply for up to four positions 
on the South Hadley Town Meeting Review 
Committee.

The committee is tasked with improv-
ing the effectiveness and ef�ciency of 
Town Meeting and making formal recom-
mendations to improve the event’s function 
and format.

According to a news release, the Town 
Meeting Ad-Hoc Review Committee was 
established as a standing committee in 2010 
to study ways to improve practices and pro-
cedures associated with Town Meeting. 

The �rst committee appointed in 2009 
made numerous valuable recommenda-
tions, including establishing a Town Meet-
ing Electronic Communications Advisory 
Committee to recommend ways to improve 
electronic communications and requiring 
that minutes of all boards and committees 

be posted to the town’s website, the release 
states.

To ensure that the process of reviewing 
Town Meeting operations is ongoing, Sec-
tion 419 of the General Bylaw calls for a 
new Town Meeting Review Committee to 
be appointed every �ve years. It began in 
2015. The committee consists of the Town 
Moderator, one representative each of the 
Selectboard, School Committee, Appro-
priations Committee and Planning Board, 
three Town Meeting members and up to 
four registered voters who are not Town 
Meeting members.

The Selectboard seeks registered voters 
who are not already Town Meeting mem-
bers to volunteer for the committee. Any-
one interested in appointment is asked to 
apply online at southhadley.org under the 
“Boards & Commissions” section of the “I 
Want To” drop-down menu.  

Registered voters needed for 
Town Meeting Review Committee

SOUTH HADLEY – Town Meeting 
voted to approve bylaws allowing for 
accessory dwelling units and short term 
rentals. 

The bylaws will be sent to the At-
torney General’s of�ce for review and 
staff will work on the applications and 
implementation. Thank you to the staff, 
elected and appointed of�cials, commu-
nity groups, boards and residents who 
discussed these developments during 
numerous meetings. 

For more information on the bylaws, 
visit www.southhadley.org/1318/Pro-
posedDraft-Bylaws.

Tax exemption for survivors
Town Meeting voted to adopt the lo-

cal option that provides full exemption 
from taxes on domiciles of surviving 
parents and guardians of active-duty mil-
itary personnel and veterans who died as 
a proximate result of injury or disease 
suffered during active duty. 

To �nd out what exemptions you 
qualify for visit, www.southhadley.
org/154/Assessors.

E-waste and shredding event
An e-waste and shredding drive will 

be held in the South Hadley High School 
parking lot on Saturday, May 20. Pro-
ceeds help the music department. 

Laptops/computer towers, �at-screen 
monitors, VCR/DVD players, keyboards 
and printers can be recycled for $20 each. 
Air conditioners, dehumidi�ers and mi-
crowaves are $50 each. 

Shredding is also available for $25 a 
box.

Find the South Hadley Music Parents 
Association on Facebook for a full list 
of acceptable items and prices. For more 
information or questions, email shmpa@
southhadleymusic.org with “e-waste” in 
the subject line.

Recognitions
Congratulations to Mary Lou Guarnera 

on receiving the Lions Club Award. 
Guarnera is the manager of Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors and has been helping 
families and individuals combat food in-
security in town for over a decade. 

The pantry is open Wednesdays from 
12:30 p.m.-6 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 
a.m.-noon. For more information, visit 
nhnfoodpantry.org.

Congratulations to Kim Prough for re-
ceiving the Joseph Taylor Award. Prough 
is the President of the Friends of the South 
Hadley Seniors and most recently was 
pivotal in the success of the pickleball 
courts at Buttery Brook Park. 

Both names will be added to their re-
spective plaques located in Town Hall.

(Courtesy Photo)
Mary Lou Guarnera of Neighbors Helping Neighbors recently received the Lions Club 
Award for her efforts to combat food insecurity in the community.

WEEKLY WRAP UPLisa Wong’s

park with seating features throughout, 
and several other improvements to make 
other aspects of the park more accessible. 

In addition, the grant would help to 
fund playground improvements including 
a shade structure, an area for frisbee golf, 
a potential move of the basketball court 
and additional pickleball courts. The 
pickleball courts, which opened recently, 
have proven very popular so adding more 
just makes sense.

Because the costs for these improve-
ments can add up quickly and are already 
quite expensive, the Friends of Buttery 
Brook Park will likely need to do some 
fundraising to take care of any extra costs. 
No speci�c plans have been set as of yet.

This will be the �rst signi�cant im-
provement to Buttery Brook Park in 10 
years. Several goals from that round of 
improvements were not completed, so 

the recreation department and Friends of 
Buttery Brook Park are hoping to achieve 
those this time around. In addition, new 
concerns have come to light over the last 
10 years that should be addressed in this 
renovation.

The goals of this project came from 
feedback from park visitors, results from 
a survey sent out to town residents, a pub-
lic meeting in early May and feedback 
from both friends of Buttery Brook Park 
and the recreation department.

The state’s PARC Program was estab-
lished to help cities and towns both ac-
quire and develop land for park use and 
outdoor recreation space. 

The program will reimburse up to 
$500,000 of the project’s cost, a maxi-
mum of 70 percent of the total planned 
cost. To qualify for the grant, towns must 
have an up-to-date open space and recre-
ation plan and an of�cial recreation com-
mission.

PARK from page 1
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Tuesday Nights 6:30pm
Pitch Night

Friday, May 26th 5-7pm
Steak & Chops

★ Memorial Day 12-2pm ★
Hamburgers & Hot Dogs

All are Welcome

Saturday, May 27th 10am
Installing Flags at 

St. Jerome Cemetery
All Help is Needed & Appreciated

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
townreminder@turley.com

Scan QR Code

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - For the �rst time, 
South Hadley will host a series of trail fun runs 
for kids this summer. The six-week program 
will take place on Thursday evenings from 
July 6 to August 10 on different trails around 
town and is open to kids up to age 15.

“South Hadley has a lot of great trails, and 
this is a great way to promote some of them 
with a group activity,” said Laura Friesner, a 
member of the South Hadley’s recreation com-
mission. “I’m really hoping the kids have fun 
and we can grow this program in the future.”

Runners will be divided into groups by 
age: six and under, seven to nine, 10 to 12 and 
13 to 15. Distances for each run will also vary 
depending on the age group and the location. 
Completion times and rankings will be record-
ed and shared with the runners, who will also 
receive a T-shirt and racing bib.

Some of the locations that will be used 
are River to Range Loop Trail, Black Stevens 
Conservation Area, and Upper Lake Loop 
Trail and Prospect Hill Trail, both at Mount 
Holyoke College.

“We looked at trails that are easy to run 
and have good parking,” explained Andy Rog-
ers, the recreation director for South Hadley. 
“[Recreation Commission member] Kathleen 
Sharkey suggested using the trails at MHC as 
they are very popular and it is good to collab-
orate with them as well.”

The idea for trail runs for kids stemmed 
from the experience of several South Had-
ley families who had been participating in a 
similar event in Spring�eld. Member Laura 
Friesner approached the commission with the 
idea of bringing something like this to South 
Hadley. 

The trail fun runs offered an opportuni-
ty for different town committees to work to-
gether and to promote one of the goals of the 
town’s master plan – to connect families with 
outdoor resources.

“We want to get families together, promote 
healthy living and exercise and showcase the 
many wonderful trails we have in town,” said 
Rogers. “This also connects the recreation de-
partment with the bike-walk committee, con-
servation commission and Mt. Holyoke Col-
lege.”

So far families appear to be responding 
positively to the program.

“We have 16 kids so far, which is great,” 
said Rogers. “I think we were anticipating get-
ting 25 to 30  in total, so this means we should 
go way over that total.”

Members of the recreation commission are 
hoping that this will be a jumping-off point 
for families to be more active and have more 
opportunities to explore the outdoor areas of 
town, potentially introducing them to new 
trails that they may not have already known 
about.

“The town of South Hadley has so many 
wonderful recreational resources, and this pro-
gram is another way that families can experi-
ence and enjoy the outdoors in our town,” said 
Sharkey

The cost for the whole series is $20 and 
families can register their children at south-
hadleyrecreation.org.

Fun on the Trails

South Hadely

By Ben Hernandez 
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – What’s old is 
new again.  The South Hadley School 
Committee discussed the reestab-
lishment of the Human Rights Com-
mission.  Eric Friesner, the School 
Committee Chair, opened the �oor for 
potential volunteers.  

The Human Rights Commission, 
as stated in its by-laws, serves four 
crucial purposes for the town.  The 
�rst is to create community-based 
groups and educational programs to 
increase town fellowship and harmo-
ny, the second to work with existing 
town governing bodies to increase di-
versity and sensitivity towards human 
and civil rights issues. The Commis-
sion will also serve as a respondent to 
human or civil rights complaints �led 
within South Hadley, as well as pro-
vide referrals to those �ling unlawful 
discrimination charges.  

The Commission, created at last 
year’s town meeting on paper, has two 
vacant seats that are yet to be �lled. 
The School Committee, however, has 
had trouble �lling the positions. Ever 
eager to help, acting Vice Chair Dan-
ielle Cook chimed in on the discus-
sion. 

“It makes sense to have at least 

someone [on the Commission] to be 
a School Committee nominee for that 
position,” explained Cook, who vol-
unteered herself for a one-year term.  
Cook stated that there was a histori-
cal lack of interest when the positions 
were �rst offered, which sparked fur-
ther discussion on how to �ll the va-
cant seats. Friesner applauded Cook’s 
initiative and regretted he couldn’t fol-
low his peer’s example.

“I will say, personally, I think it’s 
wonderful that we are establishing the 
Human Rights Commission,” com-
mented Friesner.  “[However] I do not 
feel like I have the time personally to 
devote to that commission.”

As the �oor remained open for 
further volunteers, Jennifer Voyik, as-
sistant superintendent for Finance and 
Business Operations, offered a practi-
cal solution; keep the open seat vacant 
and ask the greater school commu-
nity. Sending a wider inquiry, Voyik 
argued, could increase public interest 
in the Human Rights Commission as 
well as drastically expanding the can-
didate pool.  

At the moment, however, the com-
mission has at least one vacant seat 
�lled. In a unanimous vote, Danielle 
Cook now has a position on the sub-
committee. The other seat, for now, 
remains open.   

Future uncertain for the 
Human Rights Commission

Volunteers 
needed to flag 
veteran graves 

SOUTH HADLEY — Volun-
teers are needed to place �ags on the 
graves of military veterans on Satur-
day, May 20 at Notre Dame and Ma-
ter Dolorosa Cemeteries at 63 Lyman 
Street.

The American Legion, Sons of 
the American Legion and Veterans 
of Foreign Wars are once again invit-
ing grateful and patriotic citizens to 
assist with the �agging of more than 
2,500 veteran graves as they conduct 
“Flags In South Hadley.” 

This is a time-honored tradition 
dating back to the Civil War and will 
start with a brief opening ceremony 
at 9:45 a.m. at the �agpole on the 
Notre Dame side of the cemetery fol-
lowed by the instructions and the dis-
tribution of �ags to all who can help. 
It’s a big job and any amount of time 
anyone can give will be appreciated, 
the organizers said. 

Wear comfortable shoes, com-
fortable clothing and bring water. It is 
expected to be a very warm day. The 
event is rain or shine.

Tables available for 
church tag sale

GRANBY — The First Presby-
terian Church at 160 W. State Street 
will be hosting its �rst Tag Sale since 
the pandemic began in 2020 on May 
27.  

This new and expanded version 
will be under the direction of the  
Event Committee led by Joan Hod-
gkins and will contain many new 
features. There is space available for 
anyone to use to show their wares. 

There will be something there for 
everyone, so bring a spouse or signif-
icant other and check out this event. 
To reserve a table or for more infor-
mation, call Hodgkins at 413-467-
3447 or 413-626-6772.   

SOUTH HADLEY — Volunteer 
opportunities are available on town 
boards and committees. 

A total of 16 boards and commit-
tees have at least one position with a 
term expiring in June and nearly all 
boards and committees have vacant 
positions needing to be �lled. Boards 
and committees with expiring terms 
and/or vacancies include:

• Bike Walk Committee
• Bylaw Review Committee
• Canal Park Committee
• Capital Planning Committee
• Commission on Disabilities
• Conservation Commission
• Council on Aging Board
• Cultural Council
• Historical Commission
• Historic District Study Committee
• Master Plan Implementation Com-

mittee
• Recreation Commission
• Sustainability & Energy Commis-

sion
• Tree Committee
• Trustees of the Old Firehouse Mu-

seum

• Zoning Board of Appeals

The Selectboard is seeking citizens 
with diverse interests and abilities to 
apply for these positions. There are 
no special requirements for any of the 
boards and committees other than a 
willingness to serve. 

The Selectboard interviews and 
appoints candidates three times a year 
and at their June meetings. The terms 
of these new appointments begin July 
1.

Those wishing to apply to serve on 
a board or committee must do so on-
line at southhadley.org by June 9.

These positions are not automati-
cally �lled by incumbent reappoint-
ments. However, incumbents with 
expiring terms who wish to continue 
serving will be given all due consid-
eration.

Address any questions to Kristin 
Maher, executive assistant to admin-
istration, at kmaher@
southhadleyma.gov or 
538-5030 ext 6135.

Selectboard seeks citizens
to serve on several boards

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Town Reminder
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Planning for safe 
celebrations for 
your teen

By Abaigeal Duda

It’s prom and graduation celebration season, 
which for teens can be both exciting and 
worrisome. For parents, this may also be 

true, but for different reasons.
The National Highway Traf�c Safety Ad-

ministration suggests that car crashes are a 
leading cause of death for teens and that one 
out of three crashes involve alcohol or other 
substances.  In rural areas like ours, when these 
tragedies occur, they are felt by the entire com-
munity.  How can we support our young people 
so that they create positive memories of these 
milestones?  

There are some practical steps that you can 
take as a parent, or caregiver:

The most important and effective is also 
typically the most overlooked:  Have an honest 
conversation. How do you feel about underage 
drinking and other substance use? If you aren’t 
aware of the negative effects on the develop-
ment of young brains, it’s worth understanding 
that there can be long-term consequences. 

One Choice (saying no to all substances) 
has a good overview at tinyurl.com/5jzsyhtd. 
Studies show that encouraging young people to 
make choices that support their health, wellbe-
ing and long-term success  rather than trying to 
scare them with horror stories to avoid – is the 
most effective approach.

People tend to overestimate how many oth-
er people use substances like alcohol and other 
drugs. In the Quaboag Hills region, the Quabo-
ag Hills Substance Use Alliance conducts sur-
veys in our school districts,and it is true of all 
schools and grade levels that most students are 
making choices not to use substances.  

If you aren’t sure how to start a conversa-
tion with a child or teen, get examples from 
“Talk. They Hear You” at samhsa.gov. Another 
way to have a conversation about driving ex-
pectations is to Take “The Pledge,” an agree-
ment between caregivers and teens available 
at the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance 
website at qhsua.org.

Know who is driving your teen. The night 
of prom or graduation, will another teen be 
driving? A parent? An older sibling?  A hired 
vehicle and driver? In our area, we do not have 
the same transportation options that are avail-
able in more urban areas.  If a teen suddenly re-
alizes that his/her/their ride has been drinking, 
calling for a cab or rideshare is very unlikely to 
be a viable option.

No matter who is supposed to drive, make 
sure that your child knows that you are avail-
able to take a call if there is any question about 
transportation safety or any other questionable 
situation that may arise. You might agree upon 
a text or emoji to send to you to let you know 
that you are needed so that he/she/they don’t 
have to have an awkward conversation that 
might be overheard about unsafe behavior.  

If you are hosting a graduation party at your 
home for your teen, make it a “dry” party.  Be 
sure to familiarize yourself with the Massa-
chusetts’ underage drinking laws known as the 
Social Host Law.  If underage drinking does 
happen on your property, you could face crim-
inal or civil liability charges. Make a list of 
fun activities with your teen and his/her/their 
friends that they would enjoy doing together to 
create positive memories that will last a long, 
healthy lifetime.  

Healthy celebrations are celebrations worth 
remembering. 

Abaigeal Duda is STOP Act Grant project 
director at the Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance. For more information, or if you or 
a loved one needs help for substance abuse, 
call the statewide helpline at 1-800-327-5050 
(TTY: 1-800-439-2370); the phone line is open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. You can 
also go to hub.helplinema.org/�ndhelp.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.comFlowering problems you 

may encounter this spring

My mom called up last night, disap-
pointed that there is only one bud 
in her entire clump of Bearded Iris.  

I am always one to turn a question into a 
column, so why don’t we get to the bottom 
of my mother’s sparse irises and also delve 
into why some �owers haven’t given us the 
wow factor this spring.

If once upon a time your irises bloomed 
strong and now there is barely a blossom to 
be seen, chances are they are overcrowded. 
It’s time to divide them and replenish their 
soil.  

In our climate, this should be accom-
plished every three or four years. 

Surprisingly, and unlike most other pe-
rennials, division of irises should take place 
in July or August. This will give them ample 
time to take hold in their new location prior 
to the ground freezing.  

If you have no blooms, feel free to get the 
job done now!

At �rst glance the act of dividing irises 
may appear to be dif�cult. An overgrown iris 
patch does look like a maze of thick roots, 
but take heart, the rhizomes are shallow root-
ed and come out of the ground with relative 
ease.  

Start digging at the outer edge of the 
clump, lifting as you go. Once the entire 
clump is removed, rhizomes can be pried 
apart by hand.  

The healthiest “fans” of foliage are those 
the furthest from the center.  Leave about 2 
inches of rhizome attached to each fan for 
replanting.    

If you are changing your site altogeth-
er, keep in mind that irises need at least six 
hours of full sun a day for optimal �ower-
ing. They despise “wet feet,” so plant where 
drainage is good.  

If your soil is lean, compost can be add-
ed to richen it up. While you’re at it, add a 

sprinkling of lime as well; irises prefer a soil 
near neutral.  

Dig a shallow hole wide enough to �t the 
rhizome. Make a ridge of soil in the hole for 
it to sit on so that its �brous roots can hang 
down.  

The top of the rhizome should be level 
with the soil surface and exposed, not bur-
ied.  This goes for bark mulch as well; keep 
it clear or blooms may be sacri�ced.  

If your irises hardly �ower but aren’t 
overcrowded and are planted where they re-
ceive enough sun, assess your planting depth 
and adjust if necessary. 

Many gardeners remarked that their For-
sythia didn’t usher in spring last month as 
usual. Very few blossoms but lots of green 
foliage. 

Presently, my Japanese Rose (Kerria ja-
ponica), usually a showstopper, looks just 
about the same and I hear so do some types 
of Azaleas.  

Why?  I am guessing that the buds were 
killed by the one really cold, minus 17 
night.  Sometimes, if we have a few inches 
of snow when temperatures dip, you will see 
blossoms on the forsythia down low, where 
the snow insulated the buds on those low 
branches. 

Lots of folks are sad when a tulip patch 
that bloomed proli�cally the year before, 
doesn’t do so well the year after. Why is that?  

Tulips are bred more for their �owers 
and less for longevity in the garden. Some 
species are more apt to return than others, 
namely Darwin Hybrids, Emperor, and the 
more diminutive wild�ower tulips, Greigii 
and Kaufmanniana among other, less known 
species.  

Planting at the proper depth (for tulips 
usually 3 times the height of the bulb) in a 
sunny location with good drainage will get 
you off to a good start, and then we leave it 
up to Mother Nature to to ensure adequate 
moisture in late winter/early spring, fol-
lowed by a dry summer.  

Fingers crossed for repeat blooming in 
year two and beyond.  Hoping early �ower 
woes will give way to a summer’s worth of 
�owers.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as �owers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

YOUR VIEW!Voice
What are your thoughts on issues in town? Voice your view! 

Write to us in Letter to the Editor format and we’ll print your opinion on our Op/
Ed page. Email it to townreminder@turley.com. Include your hometown and a 
phone number at which we can reach you for confirmation.
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Parents, 
Grandparents

& Friends
SPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are o�ering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 17th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:

mmcgarrett@turley.com
MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:

Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to

Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Spring�eld 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

Congratulations

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Ovenbird

The ovenbird gets its name from the type of nest it 
builds, which looks like a Dutch oven. 

They place the nest on the ground and it has a domed 
roof over the nest of grasses and rootlets. The entrance is 
a small slit.

The female lays three to six white eggs with brown 
and gray marks. They inhabit mature deciduous or mixed 
forests. They eat insects, worms and spiders. They walk 
on the ground and fallen branches and poke under leaves 
looking for food. 

An Oakham resident has ovenbirds in her yard. She 
hears them making a sharp “chip” call. 

The ovenbird is six inches long and has an olive-brown 
back. Its breast and belly with white with heavy dark 
stripes. The ovenbird crown is orange bordered by two 
dark brown stripes.

Barred owl
An Oakham res-

ident saw a barred 
owl in her yard on 
April 28. She said 
in an email, “I had a 
surprise visitor this 
evening, a beautiful 
barred owl sat on 
my deck railing for 
quite a while. He 
looked all around 
before �ying up to 
a maple tree. He sat 
in the tree for sever-
al minutes before going into the woods at the edge of my 
yard. I �nally saw what he was after. He was tracking a 
squirrel.” The owl and squirrel went tree to tree.

Other birds 
The same resident sent me an email on May 3 to say 

she got her �rst hummingbird on May 2. A friend in 
Barre told her that her neighbors already had humming-
birds so the Oakham resident put out feeders.

She was glad she already had her feeder up when the 
�rst hummingbird appeared.

She said, “For the �rst time in 31 years of living here, 
I got my �rst bluebirds. I bought mealworms and set up 
my �rst tray feeder ever. I cannot get over all the birds 
who have gone to the tray feeder who have been ground 
eaters, morning doves, juncos and even a robin.

Leucistic rose breasted grosbeak
A Palmer resident sent a photo of a Leucistic rose 

breasted grosbeak at her feeder. The grosbeak, a male 
had a lot of white feathers, but it did have the rose col-
ored splash on its breast. This phenomenon causes the 
partial loss of all types of pigmentation and causes white 
coloration, white patches, spots or splotches. 

Baltimore orioles
An Oakham couple had Baltimore orioles at their suet 

feeder this week. They were going to get some oranges 
to put out for the orioles as well. I put out an orange this 
week. 

The next morning I found one half of the orange on 
the ground and another on a rock about ten feet from the 
holder where I put the orange halves. I think it was the 
work of a grey squirrel or squirrels as I have lots of them. 

Wood stork
I received a note in the mail from a Palmer resident, 

who saw a wood stork. She wrote, “Two mornings in a 
row, I saw a wood stork �y and land in some bushes on 
the cove at Lake Thompson in Palmer. Imagine my sur-
prise – white bird with black wing tips – wood stock is 
from Florida.” She said she opened her “Journal” to she 
who the bird person was and there was a picture of a 
heron and my address.

Other birds 
The Oakham resident, who has the oven birds, saw 

two hooded mergansers on Long Pond a few weeks ago. 
Originally, I planed to put out my hummingbird feed-

er the weekend of April 29 and 30, but it was so cold I 
decided to wait. Instead, I put the feeder out this past 
Saturday and I spotted hummingbirds on Sunday. 

This Monday I saw a catbird. I also have not seen 
any dark-eyed juncos lately. I think they have all headed 
north to their nesting grounds.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Viewpoints
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Relative 

biological 
effectiveness 
(abbr.)

4. Chinese 
philosophical 
principle

7. Branch
8. Jewish spiritual 

leader
10. Slang for 

requests
12. “So Human An 

Animal” author
13. Rocker Billy
14. British Air Aces
16. Type of tree
17. “Tough Little 

Boys” singer 
Gary

19. State attorneys
20. Goddess of 

fertility
21. Localities
25. Beloved singer 

Charles
26. Clue

27. Ridge of jagged 
rock below sea 
surface

29. Helsinki 
neighborhood

30. Farm resident
31. Ocean
32. Where 

ballplayers 
work

39. Unable to hear
41. Cool!
42. Cape Verde 

capital
43. One point north 

of due east
44. Kilo yard (abbr.)
45. Middle Eastern 

nation
46. It yields Manila 

hemp
48. People operate 

it (abbr.)
49. Regenerate
50. Not healthy
51. Chinese sword
52. Mild expression 

of surprise

CLUES DOWN
1. Unit of angle
2. Headgear to 

control a horse
3. Clots
4. Follows sigma
5. A woman who is 

the superior of 
a group of nuns

6. Greek units of 
weight

8. Radio direction 
finder (abbr.)

9. Systems, 
doctrines, 
theories

11. Stony waste 
matter

14. Bravo! Bravo! 
Bravo!

15. Hostile to 
others

18. U.S. State
19. Not wet
20. Something one 

thinks up
22. Where beer is 

made

23. Clumsy person
24. Belonging to 

us
27. Canadian 

flyers
28. Greek goddess 

of the dawn
29. Snakelike fish
31. Unhappy
32. Fruit
33. Not good
34. Zero degrees 

Celsius
35. Goo Goo Dolls’ 

hit
36. Crawls into the 

head (folklore)
37. Legally 

responsible
38. Move in a 

playful way
39. Regarded with 

deep affection
40. Partner to 

flowed
44. Native 

American tribe
47. Head honcho

ADUs
It was also announced that the draft 

accessory dwelling unit bylaw passed at 
the recent town meeting.

The Board further discussed ADU’s 
that already exist and what has worked for 
them and what hasn’t so they can make 
educated decisions on the matter going 
forward. They mentioned homeowner’s 
insurance and a potential fee for having a 
second kitchen.

The Board plans to take a look at re-
cent police reports to see if there have 
been issues or complaints concerning 
ADUs.

The Board’s goal is to come up with 
rules that make ADU’s as clear as possi-
ble. The Board plans to reach out to their 
local advisor at the Division of Local 
Services and ask if they have any written 
opinions and guidance for ADU’s.

Abatements
The Board heard the monthly reports 

for March and April. First was the 2021 
motor vehicle excise abatement with one 
transaction totaling $209.96, second was 
the 2022 motor vehicle excise abatements 
with four transactions totaling $1,702.07.

They discussed the 2023 real estate 
abatements that had 18 transactions total-
ing $7,234.2, followed by the 2023 mo-
tor vehicle excise abatements with 101 
transactions totaling $11,032.08. Lastly 
was the 2023 boat excise abatement with 

one transaction totaling $16.36, for a total 
of 125 transactions approved, all together 
these transactions added up to $19,565.13.
The April monthly reports included the 
2014 excise with only 36 abatement trans-
actions totaling $1,496.36, the 2022 mo-
tor vehicle excise abatements with four 
transactions totaling $360.92. The 2023 
motor vehicle excise abatement included 
83 transactions which came out to $8,400, 
making for a total of 123 transactions 
which came out to a total of $10,345.91 
which were all approved.

At the Board’s previous meeting they 
voted to abate 102 bills totaling $6,264.28 
for the calendar year 2014 as deemed un-
collectable by the collector. 

In processing those they came across 
a couple of things including a couple of 
bills not marked at the Registry of Motor 
Vehicles and a bill that had already been 
paid, the board would not abate a bill that 
has already been paid so they worked with 
the Collector’s of�ce, and it seemed that 
there is a discrepancy with some of their 
old bills.

The Board plans to continue process-
ing the discrepancies. Due to the fact that 
the Board previously voted to abate a bill 
that had already been paid, to avoid issues 
going forward they decided to rescind the 
prior vote.

The Board then voted to abate 101 
bills for the calendar year 2014 totaling 
$6,252.40. The Board also voted to ap-
prove a 22A exemption for David Mendo-
za for $400 for �scal year 2023.

GRANT from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY — The Council 
on Aging’s senior center at 45 Dayton 
Street invites local seniors to experience 
enriching and interesting programs, take 
advantage of services and enjoy meals 
with others. 

THIS COMING WEEK
Dinner and a movie 4:30 p.m. Tues-

day, May 23
“A League of Their Own”
Purchase your dinner in the Cafe and 

join us for this sweet movie. Free popcorn 
and ice cream sodas. A hot dog special 
has been added to the regular menu in the 
Café for this event. Meredith Starr plans 
to bring little samples, prepared ahead of 
time in their Food Bank Kitchen, from 
one of their cookbook recipes. 

Lifelong Learning Lecture Series 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 23

Join a free visit to the Skinner Muse-
um with Dr. Aaron Miller (offsite). Trans-
portation available upon request. Maxi-
mum of 30 attendees. Dr. Aaron Miller is 
the Curator of Visual and Material Culture 
and NAGPRA Coordinator, Mount Holy-
oke College Art Museum. Please register 
for this wonderful event. This program is 
funded by the South Hadley Travel club.

Pickleball Instruction for Seniors 11 
a.m. May 23 or May 25

This class is for people who have nev-
er played pickleball.  Learn the basics of 
the sport at the pickleball courts at But-
tery Brook Park. Paddles will be provided 
if needed. Cost is $10 and you must pay 
at the Senior Center prior to the lesson 

date. One class per person. If it rains, we 
will schedule a rain date. South Hadley 
Pickleball is offering these classes at a 
reduced rate for our seniors in honor of 
Older American Month. 

The Life and Times of Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas 2 p.m. May 24

Join historian Cesar A. Becerra as he 
tells the story of this remarkable woman 
who lived to 108. Marjory was an Amer-
ican journalist, author, women’s suffrage 
advocate and conversationalist known for 
her defense of the Everglades.

Memorial Day Veterans Breakfast 
8:30 a.m. May 26

Join the South Hadley Council on Ag-
ing and the South Hadley Veteran’s Ser-
vice Department as we observe this day of 
remembrance. This event is open to Veter-
ans and a guest. The event will include a 
delicious breakfast prepared by the SHHS 
Culinary Dept., music by the SHHC Vocal 
Road and distinguished speakers, military 
remembrance, and ceremonies. This pro-
gram is co-sponsored by the Friends of 
the South Hadley Seniors and the South 
Hadley Veterans Services. 

SERVICES
The COA provides free in town trans-

portation for residents 60 and older 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Mondays through Fridays 
and Tuesdays at 4 p.m. The minibus is 
equipped with a wheelchair lift. Rides 
must be scheduled  24 hours in advance 
by calling the center at 538-5030. Gro-
cery shopping at Big Y is every Tuesday 
and Friday. 

ON-GOING PROGRAMS
SHINE (Serving the Health Insurance 

Needs of Everyone)
Tuesdays from 8:30am to 11:30 BY 

APPOINTMENT.
Sue LaMastro, Certi�ed SHINE coun-

selor, will guide you through the Medi-
care maze and explore what Medicare 
Plan is right for you.

Food collection 
The Senior Center continues to have a 

bin, located in the lobby to collect food 
for Neighbors Helping Neighbors. The 
requested item is cold cereal.

Join the Community Table: Lunch is 
served at 12:15 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. Reservations must be made at least 
24 hours in advance by calling the center. 
Suggested donation for lunch is $2.25. 
Guests under 60 are charged $6.50 (per 
federal regulations). 

Tech Time With Sandy: 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays. She can 
help you with your technology needs.

iPad Loan Program: Available for a 
six-week loan period (renewals available 
if there is not a waiting list for the device). 
One-on-one lessons on how to use the 
iPad will be given by technology instruc-
tor, Sandy Cahillane, by appointment. If 
you do not have WIFI at home, there are 
several options: The South Hadley Public 
Library and Gaylord Library have Wi-
Fi hotspots for loan. The South Hadley 
Council on Aging has public Wi-Fi avail-
able throughout the building and your iP-
hone can be used as a hotspot (Instructor 
Sandy can help you with that) Call Emily 
at 538-5030 for an application. To �nd out 
about low-income Wi-Fi support: Fiber-
spring by S.H.E.L.D. has an Affordability 
Connectivity Program (www.acpben�t.
org)  and Comcast has Comcast Essentials 
(internetessentials.com/apply).

The senior center is open 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday and Tues-
days until 7 p.m. For more information 
on the COA or upcoming programs, call 
538-5030 or go to southhadley.org/324/
Council-on-Aging.

Here’s what’s happening at the Senior Center

SCWM Intro to 
outdoor skills 
offered for girls

Girls from Belchertown and Gran-
by and their guardians 
are invited to free 
Intro to Out-
door Skills 
events offered 
by the Girls 
Scouts of Cen-
tral and Western 
Massachusetts. 

They will earn their 
�rst Girl Scout patch while learning 
basic camp�re-building techniques, 
�rst aid, and jackknife safety. 

Join and discover creative ways to 
form a new troop together.

The event will be held from 5:30–
6:30 p.m.  on  Wednesday, May 31 at 
Camp Lewis Perkins, 9 Camp Perkins 
Road, South Hadley. Please register by 
May 27 on the website: https://bit.ly/
osshadleygranby

 The events are for girls going into 
kindergarten or �rst grade in the fall, 
who are not currently Girl Scouts. 

For information on the events or 
Girl Scouts in general, contact Han-
nah by email: HLaprade@gscwm.org 
or phone: 413-584-2602, extension 
3604.    

About GSCWM
Girl Scouts of Central and Western 

Massachusetts serve over 5,000 girls 
from kindergarten through grade 12 
with the strong support of over 3,000 
adult volunteers in 186 towns and cit-
ies in central and western Massachu-
setts. 

The Girl Scout program allows 
girls to discover the fun, friendship, 
and power of girls together while 
building their personal leadership 
qualities. 

GSCWM supports girls by giving 
them extraordinary opportunities to 
explore, experience, and learn about 
their world and helps girls recognize 
that they are vital members of their 
communities.

Seniors
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Region

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-�e-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving the Greater Spring�eld Area”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

DONUTS • PIES 
MUFFINS & MORE

MON. - SAT. 8AM-7PM • SUN. 8AM-6PM
HOLIDAYS 8AM-5PM

753 Montgomery St., Chicopee
536-2043

BAKERYFresh Daily from Our

Our Greenhouse is Now Open!

Now is the time to plant your cole crops
Now picking fresh from our fields

ASPARAGUS, 
RHUBARB & RADISHES

    OPEN YEAR ROUND

Visit us on Facebook 
for more updates

Follow us on 
Instagram

Fruits, Vegetables, Huge Selection 
of  Locally Made Items & Much More!

Gift Cards Available in Denominations

LARGE SELECTION OF 
Hanging Plants, Cemetery Planters 

& Vegetable Plant Starters

AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.

413-533-8378
www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!
Visit Our Website For More Specials:

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

f r o m 
the town administration, community organizations and 
businesses, and the people who live in town. People are 
very excited,” said Kressler.

The new location at Buttery Brook Park allows for 
more parking and safety than the original market’s loca-
tion near the Village Commons.

“There will be ample parking if you go into either 
entrance, but they will not be able to drive through the 
market itself. It’ll be blocked off for safety reasons,” said 
Kressler. “The park features a really nice playground and 

spray water park for kids on hot days as well.” 
The market will also have a Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program match program where SNAP recipi-
ents will receive a $10 match of their funds weekly

“We will be able to help SNAP recipients stretch their 
SNAP dollars to purchase other items at the market and 
our matching portion can be used to purchase anything at 
the market, not just food,” explained Kressler.

All vendors at the market will accept SNAP but to 
use it recipients will have to go to the market booth to get 
coins. Most vendors also accept cash, cards, and Venmo 
as forms of payment. 

Each weekly market will have a food truck serving 

lunch and a dedicated group of volunteers setting up and 
running the market booth. If any questions arise while at 
the market, customers can seek out a volunteer wearing a 
red lanyard for answers or just general help.   

The market is currently run by Kressler and an 
all-women committee made of local, full-time vendors. 
The market is still accepting applications for vendors and 
sponsors.

MARKET from page 1

Business students can 
apply for scholarships

REGION — The Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley 
is accepting applications for the Jane M. Klausman 
Women in Business Scholarship and the Women in 
STEM Scholarship. 

The deadline to apply for both is June 17.
The winner of each will receive $1,000 and is eligi-

ble for an additional $5,000 award at the Zonta Inter-
national level.

The Jane M. Klausman Business Scholarship is 
awarded to college students pursuing undergraduate or 
graduate degrees in business management. The Wom-
en in STEM Scholarship is awarded to college students 
who are pursuing undergraduate degrees in STEM  – 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics – 
subjects.

Eligible applicants for both scholarships should be 
in at least their second year of an undergraduate pro-
gram through the �nal year of a master’s program at 
the time the application is submitted. 

Details and applications are available at zontaqv.
org/scholarships. For more information, email Dana 
Burton at info@zontaqv.org.

Hostas

By Christal Whelan
Editor

cwhelan@turley.com

At this time of year, you may 
notice that one of the elegant orna-
mental plants that surrounds your 
house, your neighbor’s, or the edge 
of a forest is returning, and breaking 
through the rich soil. 

I am referring to the hosta, also 
known as “plantain lily,” which 
shares the same plant family as as-
paragus – the Asparagaceae. The 
leaves of this plant are ovate-shaped, 
covered with longitudinal ribbing, 
and grow in full but low-lying clus-
ters, looking like a big green tuft 
from which eventually emerge long 
spikes or pedicels with an in�ores-
cence of pale lavender to dark purple 
tubular �owers. 

Had I not spent a decade in Japan, 
where the young leaves of this plant 
are widely eaten, and also sold in 
grocery stores countrywide, I might 
never have gathered and consumed 
those around my own home and 
urged my neighbors to do the same. 

But the hosta (H. montana), 
called “giboushi” or “urui” in Jap-
anese, has been cultivated in Japan 
since the early modern period (called 
Edo in Japanese), although many 
people continue to forage the young 
leaf stalks for themselves in the wild. 

In Japan, hosta shoots are often 
eaten with scallops or prawns, but 
just as often the rolled-up leaf that 
emerges in early spring is lightly 
boiled or steamed and then sprinkled 

with soy sauce and a drizzle of ses-
ame oil. 

While that is my preferred way, 
they also do well in stir-fry as their 
�avor is somewhat like a mild form 
of bok choy. Steamed hosta dressed 
with a little olive oil and salt are an-
other tasty option.

Although the shoots, leaves, and 
�owers are all edible, the best part 
is the tender young shoots while 
still furled. If they are gathered at 
this stage, leaving about an inch of 
the plant above the ground, they 
grow back very quickly. You will not 

have destroyed the 
growth and �ower-
ing of the plant for 
the season. 

In the spring-
time, I have cut 
and recut them 
and collected two 
rounds before leav-
ing the plants alone 
to complete their 
natural �owering 
cycle. The closest 
hosta to the one 
used in Japan is the 

H. sieboldiana. Try them out – hosta 
tempura, hosta risotto, hosta as sur-
rogate broccoli. 

Native to Japan, China, and Ko-
rea, hostas have also found a home 
in America. 

Welcome them. They are an ex-
cellent dietary source of minerals: 
calcium, iron, phosphorus, magne-
sium, zinc. Just one caveat: as with 
any plant, avoid consuming those 
that have been treated with insecti-
cide or that grow close to the road if 
there is any signi�cant traf�c there.  

The Wild Epicurean

Annual fireworks at HCC
HOLYOKE —   The City of Holyoke will be host-

ing the annual 4th of July �reworks on Friday, June 30 
(with a rain-date of July 7). The event will take place 
on the grounds of Holyoke Community College, at 303 
Homestead Avenue.

Vendors interested in taking part in the event should 
contact the Parks and Recreation Department before 
June 16, for a permit application at 413-322-5620.

We encourage everyone to come early to enjoy the 
music and food from a variety of vendors as well as 
many children’s activities. The event begins at 6 p.m., 
with the �reworks display scheduled to start at dusk.

If you have any questions, please call the Mayor’s 
Of�ce at 413-561-1600.
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HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
• Valid driver’s license for at

least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 

CDL Permit with Passenger 
and School Bus Endorsements

• Must be able to pass a background 
check, drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Paid CDL Training

We are looking for caring
individuals to provide safe
and efficient transportation on
our team of School Bus Drivers
serving the communities of
Agawam, East Longmeadow, 
Granville, Hampden, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Southwick, Tolland,
West Springfield and Wilbraham.

BENEFITS
• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account

health care & dependent care

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 

21 years of age
• Valid driver’s 

license for at
least 3 years

HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
• Valid driver’s license for at

least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 

CDL Permit with Passenger 
and School Bus Endorsements

• Must be able to pass a background 
check, drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Apply online at LPVEC.org
Call 413-789-3291

In Person at 384 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam

Congratulations 
Rachel Irzyk 
on graduating from the 
University of Maine. 

Ewe are amazing!

We are so udderly
proud of all your 
accomplishments and the 
person you have become.

Let your dreams Soar!
Love, 
 your
   family 

COLLEGE NOTES
Granby Jr. Sr. High School recent-

ly announced the list students who 
achieved Honor Roll status for the third 
quarter of the 2022-’23 school year:

Seventh Grade Maximum Honors
Lauren Barlow, Gianna Capone, 

Noah Chambers, Ralph El Aouji, Vi-
taly Gavel, Gabriel Helbok, Abigail 
LaDuke, Anthony Misiaszek, Emma 
Murphy, Kaelynn Slapski, Richard 
Sweet and Isabella Tetreault.

Seventh Grade High Honors
Sophia Labonte, Sophia Press and 

Kaileena Smith.

Seventh Grade Honors
Logan Carmody, Makayla Den-

nis, Emily Durham, Abigail Esquivel, 
Adrien Harrington, Chase Hauschild, 
Wyatt Kennedy, Liam McKinnon, Col-
in Sicard, Gavin Summy, Jacob Weglarz 
and Carli Zobka.

Eighth Grade Maximum Honors
Meredith Bartosz, Madison Boy-

ington, Sydney Chateauneuf, Park-
er Dufresne, Tessa Healey, Madelyn 
LaPointe, Brenna Moreno, Lauren 
Piercey, Lydia Pike, Audrey Pleisch, 
Jaidyn Roberge, Ania Scott, Eleanor 
Szlosek and Kirra Trudell.

Eighth Grade High Honors
Lyla Bergeron, Daniel Brown, Logan 

Campbell, Kyrsten Gaj, Maeve Lawler, 
Joseph Sevarino and Kalli White.

Eighth Grade Honors
Brennan Anderson, Maylee Cham-

pigny, James Duga, Morgan Justin, 
Rowen Silva, Thomas Slater, Nathan 
Walsh and Mckenna Zumbruski.

Ninth Grade Maximum Honors
Kaitlyn Curran, Braeden Gallagh-

er, Daniel Hackett, Maxwell Kennedy, 
Braydon LaDuke and Mylin Laliberte.

Ninth Grade High Honors
Emma Beaulieu, Danielys Carri-

on Huertas, Benjamin French, Gracie 
Levreault, Allison Maslak, Julia Ricardi 
and Stephen Szlosek.

Ninth Grade Honors
Richard Beaulieu, Lea Charest, 

Quinn Fuller, Brodie Funk, Jake Gag-
non, Julian Hernandez, Jared Lapite, 
Ava-Elizabeth Loughman, Faith Ra-
mos, Anthony Santiago, Daniel Santia-
go, Addison Scott and Isabella Woods.

10th Grade Maximum Honors 
Cassandra Flaherty, Cole Fuller, 

Gavin Kennedy, Alexis Lapite, Chey-
enne Laramee, Cameron LeBlanc, Ava 
McFarland, Olah Roller, Austin Smith 
and Stewart Szlosek.

10th Grade High Honors
Jena Abbott, Aiden Beach, Nathan 

Benson, Mabel Carillon, Sawyer Clarke, 
Margaret Crawford, Gavin Moreno, Ava 
Saunders and Autumn Sicard.

10th Grade Honors
John Crawford, Brianna Houghton, 

Justin Merced, Chenoa Mestre, Tristan 
Moe, Addison Prignano and Maxwell 
Seymour.

11th Grade Maximum
Zachary Auclair, Jessica Holubo-

wich, Cindy Kusumo, Sara Lessard and 
Corey Rondeau.

11th Grade High Honors
Chloe Castro, Ciara Charest, An-

drew Feldman, Rhea Gagnon, Peyton 
Justin, Neil Lindberg and Noel Sum-
merlin.

11th Grade Honors
Nicolas Grandmont, Abigail Landry, 

Margaret O’Connor, Grace Roy, David 
Silchuk and Phillip Silchuk.

12th Grade Maximum
Michael Arabik, Markus Baran, Eva 

Bartosz, Rebecca Gavel, Emma Hall, 
Victoria Quinlan, Katherine Vallee and 
Robert Walsh.

12th Grade High Honors
Patrick French, Madyson Gaj, Alex-

ander Galusha, Haven Guerard, Robert 
L’Abbee and Brady Pete.

12th Grade Honors
Joshua Chateauneuf, Jack Hartling, 

Olivia Hauschild, Abigail Huebner, 
Max Lempke, Paul Lucchesi IV, Hao 
Pham, Samuel Weatherbee and Carter 
White.

Granby Jr. Sr. High announces Q3 Honor Roll
Holyoke Community

College

The following local students have 
been accepted for membership into the 
Alpha Xi Omega chapter of the Phi Theta 
Kappa national honor society at Holyoke 
Community College:

Kevin Komoyingo of Amherst; Jan 
Ashley Masse of Granby; Grace Koehler 
of Hadley; and Emma Boryczka, Alice 
Ladley, Cat Longpre and Sthela Sib-
ley-Welch of South Hadley.

Students are invited to join Phi Theta 
Kappa when they have completed at least 
15 college credits while maintaining a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher. HCC’s spring 2023 
inductees were recognized in a virtual 
ceremony on May 18.

Local residents earn 
award from WGU

The following local residents have 
earned an Award of Excellence at Western 
Governors University: Amy Langone of 
South Hadley has earned an Award of Ex-
cellence at Western Governors University 
Leavitt School of Health. Jacob Broyles 
of South Hadley has earned an Award of 
Excellence at Western Governors Univer-
sity College of Business.

The award is given to students who 
perform at a superior level in their course-
work.

Bridgewater 
State University

Allison Bergeron and Calvin Bridg-
es, both of South Hadley, were among 
the graduates who received their degrees 
during Bridgewater State University’s 
182nd Spring Commencement Convoca-
tion held at Gillette Stadium on Saturday, 
May 13. BSU’s 2023 commencement cel-
ebrated the power of art and the perform-
ing arts to enrich our lives and recognized 
those who have made their mark in the 
region and beyond.

Western New England 
University

Madison Sexton of Granby received 
the Outstanding Student in Pharmaceu-
tical Business award during the recent 
Western New England University College 
of Business Senior Awards Ceremony. 
This award recognizes a graduating se-
nior selected by the faculty for excellence 
in the study of Pharmaceutical Business 
and was presented by Professor of Mar-
keting Harlan Spotts.

“We are so proud of you all for your 
many academic achievements and rec-
ognize the hard work, perseverance and 
commitment that is required to attain this 
award,” said College of Business Dean 
Sharianne Walker.

“You are all not only high performing 
students but remarkable business citizens 
who have added value to the University, 
your organizations and to society. Your 
work and your presence are impactful and 
important to those in your various com-
munities. You are all prepared to meet 
the challenges of today’s and tomorrow’s 
business world and we couldn’t be proud-
er.”

Sexton is graduating with a BSBA in 
Pharmaceutical Business.

Southern New Hampshire 
University

Nicholas Gaston and Amy Silvestri, 
both of South Hadley, were named to the 
President’s List at Southern New Hamp-
shire University for the winter term, 
which runs from January to May.

Full-time undergraduate students who 
have earned a minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above for the reporting 
term are named to the President’s List. 
Full-time status is achieved by earning 12 
credits over each 16-week term or paired 
8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/
spring and summer.

In the Classroom
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED PORK CHOPS..

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS...

USDA INSP. $222
lb

SALE DATES: 5/18/23-5/24/23

$199

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CORNED BEEF
EYE ROUND ..........................

$199

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$439
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAKS........................

50¢

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN LEG 1/4s.......................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

EASY PEEL RAW SHRIMP
31/40 CT 2 LB BAG ............................

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

ea

59¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ............
GREAT ON THE GRILL

$299

$188

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS.........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST............
USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK BUTTS...................

CUT 
FREE $177

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
TURKEY BREAST ..............

$399
lb

$899

FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
STEAKS or SPOON ROAST

WHOLE 
OR HALF$777

lb

$544
lb

$459
lb

Legislators pitch 
�ve bills to the state

By Christal Whelan
Editor

cwhelan@turley.com

The Joint Committee on En-
vironment and Natural Resources 
convened at the Massachusetts 
State House last month to consid-
er the testimonies in regard to 34 
bills related to waterways, wet-
lands, water resources and oceans 
in Massachusetts.

Justice for the towns around 
the Quabbin Reservoir was high 
on the agenda with �ve bills, 
more than four legislators, and 
several citizens all testifying in 
support of some kind of  com-
pensation to the communities 
in western Massachusetts who 
have lost rather than gained by 
sharing one of their greatest nat-
ural resources – water – with the 
commonwealth. Collectively, the 
tone of the legislators was one of 
moral outrage for the annexation 
of land, the human cost of �ood-
ing a vast and populated plain to 
build the Quabbin Reservoir, and 
the continued one-way gain for 
eastern Massachusetts.

In a swift three-minute pitch, 
the time allotted to all the speak-
ers, state Rep. Aaron Saunders 
addressed the uncomfortable is-
sue of regional equity, and recom-
mended a closer examination of 
how the Massachusetts Water Re-
sources Authority has been oper-
ating for decades since the towns 
of En�eld, Prescott, Greenwich 
and Dana were �rst disincorpo-
rated and then completely sub-
merged to make this enormous, 
life-sustaining Quabbin Reser-
voir. 

The bills aim to offer some 
kind of consideration to the com-
munities that continue to steward 
the Quabbin watershed. At pres-
ent, a section of the bill prohibits 
any consideration of the water. 

Said Saunders, “The commu-
nities that steward this land, that 
owned this incredibly valuable 
resource receive absolutely noth-
ing for the water that has funda-
mentally built Boston and the sur-
rounding area.” 

Although the resounding word 
of the meeting was equity, the ac-
tual proposal was quite modest. 
The bill would see that the mu-

nicipal government be charged 5 
cents in excise per 1,000 gallons 
of the water. 

“This would create an esti-
mated $3.5 million for the com-
munities, living in the Quabbin 
watershed area,” said Saunders, 
who described how desperately in 
need they are of support. He elab-
orated on how such funding might 
be used for non-pro�ts to provide 
transit services that do not cur-
rently exist. 

The bill would also set term 
limits on the MWRA advisory 
board and provide representation 
for western Massachusetts in the 
decisions concerning the water-
shed. 

“The average Boston house-
hold goes through 41 gallons of 
water a day,” said Saunders. The 
actual impact to ratepayers would 
be equal to 6 cents per month. 

State Sen. Anne Gobi added 
another dimension to the Quabbin 
story. She cautioned that although 
there were four towns totally 
erased to make the reservoir in 
order to “help quench Boston’s 
thirst,” she said that the creation 
of the Quabbin tends to overshad-
ow other aspects of the region’s 
history such as the Ware River. 

Tapping into her earlier life as 
a history teacher, Gobi relished 
in the details. She recounted how 
in 1926 the Ware River Act did 
not submerge or disincorporate 
towns, but rather several towns 
lost huge amounts of land to wa-
tershed protection. 

“Rutland lost 
north and west Rut-
land,” said Gobi. 
“And Oakham lost its 
main business area 

which was in the vanquished vil-
lage of Coldbrook Springs.”  

All of those towns had post of-
�ces, mills, hotels, and business-
es. Farmers also lost their land 
and with lives totally disrupted 
had to move elsewhere. 

In 1995 local people formed 
an advisory committee to talk 
about what mattered to them. 
They started to meet two years 
later. But some groups quit while 
others assumed active roles. 

Gobi’s proposed bill aims to 
remove groups that no longer ex-
ist and add three more active play-
ers such as a snowmobile associa-
tion, a local equestrian group, and 
the New England Mountain Bike 
Association.

The most impassioned call 
for reparations in the form of fair 
compensation to the  long-suf-
fering communities came from 
state Sen. Joanne Comerford who 
encapsulated in an unbelievable 
three minutes the history of the 
Quabbin Reservoir. 

She explained how in 1893 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Health was concerned for the 
sustainability of its port and ma-
jor city, and sought sources of 
water for Boston. First they con-
sidered Lake Winnipesaukee in 
New Hampshire, Sebago Lake in 
Maine, and the Merrimack and 
Nashua rivers, but ultimately de-
cided to take water from the Ware 
River and create a massive reser-
voir in what was then known as 

the Swift River Valley, largely un-
derwater now.

The rest is history and today 
eastern Massachusetts uses 200 
million gallons a day from the 
Quabbin, and some three million 
people in the commonwealth 
drink this pristine water �ltered 
through a watershed of over 
100,000 acres. 

Comerford explained that the 
MWRA is now looking to ex-
pand its water supply to a dozen 
communities north of Boston, 
10 to the south, and 15 more in 
MetroWest. 

The problem is that the peo-
ple who do not have access to 
the water are often those who 
live closest to it. She cited the 
children, faculty and staff at the 
Swift River Elementary School 
in Salem who drink bottled wa-
ter because their well is poisoned 
with poly�ourinated substanc-
es while Quabbin’s water �ows 
eastward.

What Comerford and Saun-
ders together are �ling “is a 
modest, really modest pivot to-
ward a necessary new day.” That 
new day would consist of four 
key provisions. 

The bill establishes a fee of 
5 cents for every 1,000 gallons 
drawn from the Quabbin. The 
monies would be placed in a 
Quabbin community develop-
ment trust fund that would gener-
ate an approximate $3.5 million 
fee annually to be distributed to 

municipalities and nonpro�ts in 
the Quabbin watershed. Second-
ly, the bill rights a longstanding 
wrong concerning Payments in 
Lieu of Taxes known as PILOT 
payments. 

Currently the Watershed PI-
LOT Program reimburses mu-
nicipalities for property tax reve-
nue lost due to non-taxable state 
ownership of watershed lands.

What it leaves out is the era-
sure of the four towns required to 
create the Quabbin. 

Their former land was an-
nexed to surrounding towns: 
Belchertown, Hardwick, New 
Salem, Petersham, Pelham and 
Ware. These municipalities re-
ceive the PILOT payments for 
state-owned annexed lands with-
in their borders. 

However, for the Quabbin 
Reservoir land itself that was 
�ooded and is now underwater, 
there is no payment. The new 
bill would remove this exception 
and require payments for land 
also underneath the waters of the 
Quabbin.

Third the bill requires repre-
sentation of Quabbin-area resi-
dents on the MWRA, such that 
three of the 13 board members 
would consider western Massa-
chusetts home. The bill would 
also require the MWRA to ex-
plore all expansion options. 

Opportunities to serve com-
munities that steward the wa-
ter need to be fully explored. It 
calls for similar evaluations of 
expansion into communities in 
West�eld River, Chicopee River, 
Connecticut River, and Millers 
River valley basins. 

State Rep. Mindy Domb of-
fered a climate-awareness per-
spective when she testi�ed in 
support of the Quabbin bills. 
“I know from my work on this 
committee, that the [water] need 
is probably going to increase 
– drought, rivers drying up, 
towns needing water. The towns 
may say, ‘Oh let’s just go to the 
MWRA; western Massachusetts 
can’t do that.”

Reparations long overdue for Quabbin Reservoir
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SPORTS
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

COOPERSTOWN, N.Y. —
Because of the COVID 19 pan-
demic, the South Hadley varsity 
baseball team hadn’t played a 
game at iconic Doubleday Field, 
which is in the shadows of the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in Coo-
perstown, New York, since 2018. 

But this year, South Hadley 
varsity baseball players had the 
opportunity to play a game at 
one of the oldest baseball �elds 
in the United States. 

It turned out to be a very 
memorable day, as the Tigers 
celebrated a 10-5 victory over 
the Green�eld Green Wave on 
Sunday, May 7.   

“My coaching staff and I 
have been here a couple of times 
in the past,” said Matt Foley, 

who’s in his 27th season as the 
South Hadley varsity baseball 
coach. “We haven’t played a 
game on this �eld since before 
COVID started. We were really 
excited as a coaching staff about 
being able to come back here 
again this year and the kids felt 
that excitement. It’s a wonderful 
experience for them.” 

South Hadley also beat 
Green�eld, 4-1, at Doubleday 
Field in 2018. The Tigers did 
lose to Northampton when they 
made their inaugural visit to 
Cooperstown in 2016. 

More than 100 Hall of Fam-
ers have played on the same 
baseball diamond as the Tigers 
players did.

“It was an unreal feeling 
knowing that you’re playing on 

Chance of a lifetime for 
Tigers baseball players

GRANBY – Following a split of games last week, 
Granby softball looks to make tournament with an 
8-8 record and two games remaining. One opponent 
will be league leader South Hadley while the other is 

Belchertown, a team they beat in a slugfest recently. 
Last week, Granby defeated Smith Vocational 16-9 
while losing to Holyoke 18-6. Granby currently 
ranks below the Top 32 in the power rankings.

Final week determines fate for Rams

Meredith Bartosz pitches for Granby. Photos by David Henry www.sweetodgphotos.com 
Kaitlyn Curran looks for the out at second base.

Ellie Szlosek catches an out in 
center field.

Cassie Flaherty slings a throw 
to first.

Grace Roy stretches for the 
catch at first.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The Unit-
ed Women’s Soccer National 
semi�nal and �nal matches 
were held at historic Lusitano 
Stadium in Ludlow last July. 
This year’s U.W.S. champion-
ship weekend is scheduled to 
take place 3,000 miles west in 
Los Angeles, California.

The New England Mutiny 
players didn’t get to compete 
for the championship trophy 
on their home turf last summer. 
They’re hoping to make the 
six-hour plane ride to the west 
coast in July.    

The Mutiny didn’t have 
very much trouble dispatching 
Worcester Fuel FC, 7-1, in the 
season opening match before a 
large crowd at Lusitano Stadi-
um, last Saturday night.

“All of the players worked 
very hard, and we got the result 
that we wanted,” said Hope 
Santaniello, who graduated 
from Agawam High School in 
2021. “Our hope for the future 
is to win the championship ti-
tle this year. We really want to 
bring home the trophy for Joe 
(Ferrara).”

Ferrara, who’s the Mutiny 
General Manager, has put to-
gether a roster full of talented 
soccer players. Santaniello is 
one of 13 players from Western 
Massachusetts.

Other players from the 
region include Julia Robak 
(Chicopee), Brianna Ro-
maniak (Belchertown), Ela 
Kopec (Ludlow), Alexis Le-

gowski (South Hadley), Avery 
Klingensmith (Belchertown), 
Brooke Samborski (Chicopee), 
Calleigh Foley (Ludlow), and 
Sophia Syocurka (Ludlow). 

Foley and Syocurka will be 
juniors on the Ludlow girls var-
sity soccer team in the fall. The 
duo normally play for the acad-
emy team, but they were called 
up to the U.W.S. team for the 
season opener.  

Laura Gouvin of Monson is 
also listed on the Mutiny ros-
ter. She did not play against 
Worcester.   

Mutiny offense 
shines in opener

Photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Jenna Kalwa sends a pass 
forward.

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Pitcher Matt Drobiak delivers to the plate.

Ryan 
Netkovick 
makes a 
throw to first 
during recent 
action.

Please see TIGERS, page 11

Please see MUTINY, page 12
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Sports

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—With only a 
handful of returning players, 
it’ll probably take a couple of 
matches for the Western Mass. 
Pioneers players to jell.

The Pioneers kicked off the 
2023 campaign with a 5-1 victo-
ry in a friendly match against KO 
Elites FC before a large gather-
ing at historic Lusitano Stadium 
in Ludlow, last Friday night. 

“We had a lot of turnover 
from last year’s team, so we’re in 
the rebuilding process this year,” 
said Federico Molinari, who’s 
beginning his 12th season as the 
Pioneers head coach. “We do 
have some youngers players and 
a couple of returning players. It’s 
probably going to take us some 
time to jell.” 

A year ago, the Pioneers 
�nished in second place in the 
Northeast Division table with an 
11-3 regular season record. They 
lost to the Seacoast United Phan-
toms, 1-0, in extra time at home 
in the Eastern Conference semi-
�nals.          

It marked the second year in 
a row that the Pioneers (11-3) 
faced Seacoast United, who �n-
ished at the top of the Northeast 
Division table, in the Eastern 
Conference semi�nals.

The Pioneers were scheduled 
to play their �rst regular season 
match at the Boston Bolts on 
Tuesday night before hosting the 
Path�nder FC in the home open-
er at 7pm on Saturday night. 

The �rst meeting of the reg-
ular season with league rival 
Seacoast United will take place 
away from the friendly con�nes 

of Lusitano Stadium on May 25. 
The second meeting between the 
two squads is slated to take place 
in Ludlow on June 23.

The Pioneers other home 
matches this season will be 
against Black Rock FC (June 3), 
Boston Bolts (June 7), Albany 
Rush (June 30), Vermont Green 
FC (July 7), and AC Connecti-
cut (July 15). All of their home 
matches are scheduled to start at 
7 pm. 

One of the returning players 
is Khalid Rose, who has been a 
member of the Pioneers squad 
since 2018. 

“I have the most service time 
on this year’s team,” said Rose 
before signing some autographs 
following the match. “I always 
come back here every year for 
the fans. I just love playing this 
beautiful game.”   

Rose, who played college 
soccer at Central Connecticut 
State University, assisted on the 
Pioneers �rst two goals in last 
Friday’s friendly match. New-
comer Alec Hughes scored both 
goals during the �rst ten minutes 
of the �rst half. Hughes came out 
of the match with a minor injury 
during the 25th minute.

“Alec is a new player this 
year,” Molinari said. “Hopefully, 
he’ll be able to play in our �rst 
game on Tuesday night.” 

Hughes, who’s a forward 
from Glastonbury Conn, is also 
a member of the UMass men’s 
soccer team. He �nished his ju-
nior season last fall with a total 
of 10 goals, including a hat-trick 
in a 4-1 victory at George Wash-
ington. He also had two assists 
and led the A-10 conference with 
a total of 22 points.        

Following the 2022 college 
season, Hughes was selected 
to the United Soccer Coaches 
All-Region Second-Team squad.

Hughes is one of the play-
ers looking to replace Braudilio 
Rodrigues, who led the Pioneers 
with ten goals last summer. Ro-
drigues recently signed with the 
Tacoma De�ance, which com-
pete in the MLS Next Pro league. 
The De�ance is the reserve team 
for the Seattle Sounders FC. 

The other returning play-
ers listed on the Western Mass. 
Pioneers roster are Chaney 
Nash-Gibney, Jared Smith, Igna-
cio Albo, Lucio Berron, Tomas 
Duben, Nicholas Oberrauch, and 
Connor Hicks, who graduated 
from Monson High School six 
years ago. 

Hicks, who graduated from 
AIC, didn’t play in the friendly 
match because of an injury.  

Oberrauch is the Pioneers 
captain and he assisted on the 
third goal, which was scored by 
Duben during the 21st minute. 

“It’s an honor for me to be 
the team captain again this year,” 
Oberrauch said. “I really enjoy 
being the team leader.”  

Thomas Quiterio, who’s 
wrapping up his junior year, and 
Thomas Wadas, who’s �nishing 
his sophomore year at Ludlow 
High School, saw some play-
ing time during the second half. 
They’ll be practicing with the Pi-
oneers and be playing games for 
the USL Academy team.

“The academy team prepares 
the players to play for the USL 
team,” Molinari said. “A couple 
of them had an opportunity to 

Pioneers prevail in preseason match

STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT 
– Stafford Speedway hosted the 
51st Annual NAPA Spring Siz-
zler on Saturday, May 13 with 
feature events for the SK Modi-
�ed, Late Model, and SK Light 
divisions along with two 15-lap 
last chance quali�ers for driv-
ers to earn starting positions in 
the NAPA Spring Sizzler 100-
lap main event.   Jimmy Blewett 
scored the checkered �ag in the 
40-lap SK Modi�ed feature his 
second career win at Stafford and 
�rst since the 2005 NAPA Fal Fi-
nal.  Tom Fearn was the winner of 
the 30-lap Late Model feature and 
the SK Light feature saw a photo 
�nish with Brian Sullivan making 
a last lap pass on Tyler Chapman 
and winning the race by inches 
or .005 seconds.   Matt Swanson 
won the15-lap Last Chance Qual-

i�er for the NAPA Spring Sizzler.
In the 40-lap SK Modi�ed® 

feature event, Jimmy Blewett led 
the �eld to the green and he began 
to set the early pace with Michael 
Christopher, Jr. going around 
Cory DiMatteo to take second 
behind Blewett.  Chris Jones was 
fourth in line in the early going 
with Keith Rocco quickly mov-
ing from seventh at the start up to 
�fth.   Christopher made a move 
to the inside of Blewett on lap-6 
but wasn’t able to make the pass.  
Christopher then came under at-
tack from DiMatteo on lap-7 but 
he was able to hold off that chal-
lenge.

With 10 laps complete, the 
order was Blewett in the lead fol-
lowed by Christopher, DiMatteo, 

Submitted photo
Jimmy Blewett wins the SK Modified event at Stafford Speedway 
last weekend.

Jimmy Blewett scores the 
wins in modified event

the same baseball �eld as many Hall of 
Famers did in the past,” said South Hadley 
senior captain Ben Foley. “It was just a 
great experience for us.”      

The baseball game was just a part of 
the memorable day for the South Hadley 
players and coaches.

After eating breakfast together at a 
restaurant in South Hadley, the varsity 
baseball team made the three-hour bus 
ride to the small village in upstate New 
York.

“The �rst thing that we did once we 
got up here this morning was to go visit 
the Hall of Fame, which all of the kids re-
ally enjoyed a lot,” coach Foley said. “We 
spent more than two hours at the museum 
and the players went off to the different 
rooms in small groups. Some of the kids 
checked out the Nergo League exhibits, 
while some others looked at the new stuff, 
some kids like the old stuff. We allowed 
them to have some freedom. After visiting 
the Hall of Fame, we ate lunch, and the 
players did a little bit of shopping. Then 
we played a great baseball game against 
an outstanding Green�eld team. Coach 
Suchanek is a great guy and I have a lot of 
respect for his coaching staff.”         

The Green�eld varsity baseball coach 
is Tom Suchanek, who has been coaching 
the Green Wave for the past 50 years.    

Both teams entered the non-league 
game at Doubleday Field with 9-4 overall 
records. 

The winning pitcher was South Had-
ley junior righthander Matt Drobiak, who 
pitched very well during the �rst four in-
nings. He then allowed �ve runs on eight 
hits before being relieved by senior cap-
tain Nate Carillon, who started the game 
at shortstop, with two outs in the sixth in-

ning. Carillon, who earned the save, only 
gave up two base hits.  

“Playing a game on this �eld almost 
feels like you’re playing in the major 
leagues,” said Carillon, who earned his 
�rst save of the regular season in an ex-
tra innings win at Southwick, last Friday 
night. “I just want to thank the coaching 
staff for giving us this opportunity. This is 
something that I’m going to cherish for-
ever.”     

The Tigers, who were the home team, 
took a 5-0 lead in the bottom of the �rst 
inning with a little bit of help from the 
Green Wave defense, who committed four 
costly errors in that frame.  

Ben Foley, who started the game in 
center�eld, hit a ground ball to the short-
stop leading off the inning, but he wound 
up standing on second base following a 
throwing error. He then scored the game’s 
�rst run following another throwing error 
by the catcher. Carillon followed with a 

single into right �eld before scoring on 
a �elding error by the third baseman fol-
lowing a ground ball hit by freshman DH 
Logan Carpenter. A couple of batters lat-
er, sophomore second baseman Ryan Net-
kovick knocked home two more runs with 
a single into left �eld. Another run scored 
on the same play following a throwing er-
ror.    

A very strange play took place in the 
top of the fourth inning. 

The Green Wave began that inning 
with back-to-back singles by junior 
catcher Mike Pierce and sophomore Ca-
leb Thomas, who was their starting pitch-
er. Then freshman �rst baseman Malik 
Moore hit a �yball to shallow center�eld. 
It appeared like Foley made an outstand-

ing diving catch, but the base umpire said 
he trapped it. Foley quickly threw the ball 
to Carillon, who recorded two outs by tag-
ging the runner before stepping on the bag 
for the force out. He then threw the ball 
to freshman �rst baseman Justin Moskal, 
who completed the rare triple play. 

“That’s the �rst time that I’ve seen a 
triple play during my coaching career, 
and it was a very weird play,” coach Foley 
said. “Nate Carillon is a very smart base-
ball player, and he always knows what’s 
going on during a game.”    

With two outs and two runners in scor-
ing position in the bottom of the fourth, 
South Hadley junior third baseman John 
Viola (2-for-4) blasted a double to deep 
center �eld, which increased the lead to 
7-0. 

The Green Wave battled back with two 
runs in the �fth and they added three more 
runs in the sixth, which closed the gap to 
7-5.

South Hadley pulled away again by 
scoring three runs in the sixth inning.

One of those runs was scored on an 
in�eld hit by freshman catcher Memphis 
Huertas. Drobiak who walked, scored 
on a wild pitch and their other run came 
home on a �elding error.   

“The three runs that we scored in the 
sixth inning took a lot of pressure off us,” 
coach Foley said. “Green�eld is a very 
good hitting team.” 

South Hadley also clinched a berth in 
the Division 4 state tournament for the 
second consecutive year, so it was a very 
enjoyable bus ride back to Massachusetts 
for the Tiger players and coaching staff. 

“Winning a game on this �eld just 
feels amazing,” said Carillon, who scored 
three runs. “It’s going to be a fun bus ride 
home.” 

TIGERS from page 10

Nathan Carillon fields a grounder.

Jack Maziarz readies for the throw to 
first.

Please see PIONEERS, page 12Please see RACING, page 13
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

play in tonight’s game, but they just need to 
continue working hard.”    

Wadas had the chance to play in a couple 
of regular season matches for the Pioneers a 
year ago.

“I normally play for the USL Academy 
team and it’s a big jump playing for the men’s 
team. The game is much quicker at this level,” 
Wadas said. “It’s also a lot of fun playing with 
one of my high school teammates.” 

Quiterio, who’s also a member of the Lud-
low boys’ volleyball team, played for the Pio-
neers for the �rst time in last Friday’s match.

“I was a little bit nervous at �rst, but I 
did feel comfortable after a few minutes,” 
Quiterio said. “I grew up watching the Pio-
neers play and it’s a dream come true to have 
an opportunity to play for them. It just feels 
amazing.”

The Pioneers scored two more goals 
during the second half, including a penalty 
kick by Simba Pelltier. 

The Pioneers assistant coaches are Dennis 
Gomes, Jay Willis, and John Voight. 

The Pioneers faithful supporters are hop-
ing to have a lot more enjoyable evenings at 
Lusitano Stadium during the next couple of 
months.     

PIONEERS from page 11

Before the start of the regular season, 
Ferrara named Mauricio “Toto” Coimbra 
as the Mutiny head coach. 

“Everyone is a little bit nervous before 
the �rst game of regular season, but we 
got off to a great start tonight,” said Coim-
bra, who’s a former member of the West-
ern Mass. Pioneers. “I’ve coached at the 
youth level, but it’s very special to win my 
�rst game at this level. I think it’s going to 
be a very exciting season.”    

Coimbra took over the coaching duties 
from Brian Linnehan, who was hired as 
an assistant women’s soccer coach at Bry-
ant University.       

Coimbra is aided by assistant coaches 
Jill Kochanek, Ciro Viviano, and Federico 
Molinari, who’s also the head coach of the 
Western Mass. Pioneers. 

Santaniello, who’s a forward, scored a 
pair of goals during the �rst half, which 
gave her team a 2-0 halftime lead. 

During the 24th minute, Santaniello 
lined a shot over the head of Worcester 
Fuel goalie Lilliana Mantoni into the back 
of the net. 

About 15 minutes later, Cat Berry sent 
a forward pass into the box and Santani-
ello �nished off the play by shooting the 
ball into the left corner.       

“I’m very happy for Hope,” Coimbra 
said. “I think she’s a great soccer play-
er, and she has a very bright future. She 
shoots the ball mainly with her right foot, 
but she scored one of her goals in to-
night’s match with her left foot.”  

After playing soccer for two seasons at 
the University of Rhode Island, Santaniel-
lo has decided to enter the NCAA transfer 
portal. The portal allows Division 1 ath-
letes the opportunity to transfer to another 
school without having to sit out a year.     

“I decided to leave U.R.I. for personal 
reasons,” Santaniello said. “I just want to 
keep growing as a soccer player. In order 
for me to do that, I felt like the best thing 
was transfer to another school. I just want 
to �nd the right school, which will help 
me get to the next level.”    

Berry, who’s from Hingham, will be 
a senior on the University of South Car-
olina women’s soccer team in Septem-
ber. She’ll be heading back to Columbia, 
South Carolina in the middle of June to 
train with her college soccer team. 

“Cat is a great soccer player and she’s 
going to have a successful career in the 
future,” Coimbra said. “We’re very lucky 
to have her on our team. We enjoyed 
watching her play in tonight’s match.”  

Ferrara is hoping that Berry will be 
able to return to Ludlow if the Mutiny do 
make the playoffs.   

“The atmosphere at the stadium is al-

ways great,” Berry said. “I just love play-
ing soccer with this group of girls. It was 
a great way to start our season.” 

Berry, who’s the �fth all-time lead-
ing goal scorer at the University of South 
Carolina with 24 career goals, took over 
the spotlight at the second half. She �n-
ished last Saturday’s match with a total of 
four goals. A couple of her goals came on 

amazing shots that not very many goalies 
would be able to stop. 

“We de�nitely could’ve scored a few 
more goals in the �rst half,” Berry add-
ed. “We just wanted to come out at the 
start of the second half and put the game 
away. I took advantage of my opportuni-
ties. Hearing the roar of the crowd here at 
Lusitano is very special.”   

Berry, who has two more years of eli-
gibility remaining at South Carolina, will 
most likely be drafted by a N.W.S.L. team 
after she graduates. 

“Playing at that level is something that 
I’ve dreamed about my whole life,” Berry 
said. “It would be awesome to play for a 
professional soccer team in the future.” 

Chandler Pedolzky also scored a 
second half goal for the Mutiny. Jenna 
Kalwa, who’s the women’s soccer coach 
at the University of Saint Joseph in West 
Hartford, Connecticut, was credited with 
the assist. 

Down at the other end of the �eld, Ko-
pec, who was the Mutiny starting goalie, 
only had to make three saves. She was re-
placed in goal by Robak with ten minutes 
remaining in regulation. 

The members of the Mutiny defensive 
unit are So�a Weber, Laci Lewis, Megan 
Cunningham, and Kinsman.

“This is just an awesome environment 
to play a soccer match,” said Cunning-
ham, who’s the Mutiny captain. “We also 
have a lot of returning players this year, 
which is a great thing.”

The Mutiny will be playing a couple 
of road matches before returning home to 
face the Albany Rush on June 10. Their 
other two home matches during the reg-
ular season will be against Sporting CT 
(June 24) and CT Rush (July 8).  

WOBURN  –  Registration for the 
41st annual Bay State Summer Games 
is now open. The 2023 Summer Games 
will include thirty sports with competi-
tions from June 3 to July 29 at venues 
throughout eastern and central Massa-
chusetts including Game On in Fitch-
burg, Boston Sports Institute in Welles-
ley, Union Point Sports Complex in 
Weymouth, and New England Sports 
Center in Marlborough. Bay State 
Games participants range in age from 5 
to over age 75 and represent more than 
300 Massachusetts communities as well 
as surrounding New England States in 
some sports. From grassroots partici-
pants to accomplished amateur athletes, 
the Bay State Games provide opportuni-
ties for the athlete in all of us.

Eight high school showcase sports 
will take place for a variety of sports, 
including baseball, basketball, �eld 
hockey, ice hockey, lacrosse, soccer, 
softball, and volleyball. Athletes cur-
rently in grade 8-11 who live or go to 
school in Massachusetts are eligible to 
attend regional tryouts during the month 
of June. These tryouts will determine 

teams representing the various regions 
of the Commonwealth that will com-
pete against each other in July. Check 
each sport page for speci�c eligibility 
requirements.

The Summer Games include a wide 
variety of individual sports including 
swimming, track & �eld, �gure skat-
ing, pickleball, wrestling, weightlifting, 
archery, judo, badminton, and more. 
These sports are open to a wide range of 
ages and skill levels from youth partici-
pants to masters-aged athletes. Adaptive 
sport divisions in archery, swimming, 
and track & �eld are offered, as well. 
Bay State Games also organizes tour-
naments for pre-existing teams in girls 
lacrosse, rugby, and 6v6 �eld hockey.

The 2023 Summer Games will fea-
ture Game On in Fitchburg as the host 
venue for 8 sports. Bay State Games ex-
pects 1,500 athletes and their families to 
attend competitions at Game On during 
the second week of July. “We are excit-
ed to expand the roster of sports being 
held at Game On this year,” said Kevin 
Cummings, Executive Director of the 
Bay State Games. “This state-of-the-art 

facility allows us to enhance the athlete 
and spectator experience and provide 
a true Olympic-style multi-sport atmo-
sphere for our participants.”

An additional feature in 2023 is that 
in over a dozen sports, athletes who 
win a gold, silver, or bronze medal at 
the 2023 Bay State Games will qualify 
to participate in the 2024 State Games 
of America in San Diego, California. 
The State Games of America feature 
more than 8,000 athletes from over 30 
different state games programs nation-
wide. To see the list of qualifying sports, 
please visit www.stategamesofamerica.
com.

In addition to sports programming, 
Bay State Games offer college schol-
arships, a sportsmanship initiative, 
college internship opportunities, and a 
High School Ambassador program.

For more information on all sports 
in the 2023 Summer Games, links to 
online registration, and information on 
other programs, go to  www.baystate-
games.org.

For questions, email info@baystate-
games.org or call 781-932-6555.

Registration open for 2023 Bay State Games

Sports

MUTINY from page 11

Photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Alexis Legowski, of South Hadley, goes 
after the bouncing ball.
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Public Notices
Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under

G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A 
Notice is hereby given by 

Hampshire Towing, 650 New 
Ludlow Rd., South Hadley, 
MA 01075, pursuant to the 
provisions of G.l. C. 255, 
section 39A, that a SEALED 
BID auction with bids due 
Monday, May 29, 2023 at 8 
a.m. Vehicles can be viewed 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. 
Please call 413-534-5373 for 
appoinments. 

The following motor vehi-
cles will be sold to satisfy 
our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses 
of notices and sale of said 
vehicles: 

2006 BMW X3 Black
VIN: 

WBXPA93436WD30872
Keyasia L. Gladden
12 Aspen St apt 6L
Ware MA 01082

2006 Toyota 4Runner
VIN: 

JTEBU14R960081029
Robert J. Tetreault
370 Ingleside St
Holyoke MA 01040

2004 Hyundai Santa Fe 
Gray
VIN: 

KM8SC73D14U793861
Brianna Williams
25 Ohear Ave
Enfield CT 06082

1996 Yamaha XJ600 
(Red)
VIN: 

JYA4DUE03PA016179
Billiejean A. Jackson
863 Chicopee ST apt 1L
Chicopee MA 01013

2005 Infiniti FX45 (Gray)
VIN: 

JNRBS08W65X402082

Jennifer L. Cannon
143 Pilgrim Ave. #1
Worcester MA 01604

2006 Acura MDX
VIN: 

2HNYD18966H543285
Yanelisa Olivares Sanchez
395 Main St
Holyoke MA 01040

BMW 330i
VIN: 

WBABN5348DU35914
No Registered Owner 

2017 Toyota RAV4 
(Silver)
VIN: 

T3RFREVXHW616553
Christina L. Girard
282 Houghton ST.
North Adams

2002 Suzuki GSX-R 600 
(White)
VIN: 

JS1GN7BA422102305
Alexander Ramirez
41 Coolidge Rd
Chicopee MA 01013

2007 Volkswagen Passat 
(BLK)
VIN: 

WVWAK73C37E233851
Susan K. Poincelot
1151 North ST
Pittsfield MA 01201

2006 Nissan Altima Gray
VIN: 

1N4AL11D36N331417
Felix A. Hernandez
282 Central St apt 1L
Springfield MA 01105

2000 Lexus RX 300 Black
VIN: 

JT6HF10U4Y0112572
Linda S. Beckett
104 Emerald Rd.
Springfield MA 01119

1996 Honda Odyssey 
(Black)
VIN: 

JHMRA1871TC018925
Blanca M. Miranda
175 Walnut St apt 1
Springfield MA 01105

2007 Hyundai SANTA FE 
Black
VIN: 

5NMSH73E97H124571
Amber L. Kinzie
52 Monmouth ST.
Springfield MA 01109

2003 Chevrolet Silverado 
(Blk)
VIN: 

2GCEK19T931192272
Michael S. 
Dedeurwaerder
50 Gates Ave.
East Longmeadow MA 
01028

2005 Honda Accord Gray
VIN: 

1HGCM56865A186688
Sofnia I. Santiago
75 Brown Ave #2
Holyoke MA 01040

2005 Lexus ES 330
VIN: 

JTHBA30G255126227
Dennis Redick
126 Union St apt 2-23
Westfield MA 01085

2005 Chevrolet Venture 
Blue
VIN: 

1GNDV23E55D131616
Kimberli R. Brazee
30 Walnut St
North Adams MA 01247

2003 Honda CBR 954RR 
Black
VIN: 

JH2SC50093M100504
Sheila Santiago
557 South Bridge St

Holyoke MA 01040

2016 Kia Optima
VIN: 

5XXGT4L36GG069884
Ines M. Ocasio
96 Washburn ST.
Springfield MA 01107

2001 Jeep Cherokee 
White
VIN: 1J4FT48S31L608460
Rhoda E. Haynes
100 Shaine Cir
Springfield MA 01104

2005 Acura MDX Green
VIN: 

2HNYD18235H530611
Miguel A. Rivera
372 Maple St apt 2L
Holyoke MA 01040

1999 Jeep Wrangler Black
VIN: 

1J4FY49S9XP416140
James T. Young
244 Oak St apt 2
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Volkswagen Jetta
VIN: 

3VWRZ71K79M121329
Zariah M. Colon
33 Spring ST.
South Hadley MA 01075

2004 Ford F-150
VIN: 

1FTRX14W54NC34537
Pedro A. Maldonado
851 Main St apt 3L
Holyoke MA 01040

2002 Chevrolet Tahoe 
Gold
VIN: 

1GNEK13Z22J250246
Edrick V. Santos
15 Colony Rd apt 11A
West Springfield MA 
01089

2009 Chevrolet Impala

VIN: 

2G1WT57N391272570
Joshua T. Belleville
4 Wake Robin Trl.
Saunderstown RI 02874

1997 Dodge Ram Pickup 
(Blk) 
VIN: 

1B7HF16Y4VS128449
Samuel H. Arroyo
300 Walnut ST apt 106
Holyoke MA 01040

2008 Volkswagen Jetta 
Black
VIN: 

3VWRZ71K08M148547
Gabriel E. Guzman
70 Maple St unit 2LR
Chicopee MA 01020

2003 Saturn L-Series

VIN: 

1G8JW54R63Y516274
Stephanie C. Rufo
64 Charles St.
North Adams MA 01247

2002 Jeep Liberty Blue
VIN: 

1J4GL48K92W139332
Angel L. Cruz
264 Pine St.
Holyoke MA 01040

2010 Dodge Avenger 
Beige
VIN: 

1B3CC5FB9AN171278
Marcia A. Cassidy
244 Rock Valley Rd
Holyoke MA 01040

05/12, 05/19, 05/26/2023

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. �is 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news sta� that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

�e editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

�e successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

�is is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

�is full-time position with �exible schedule is 
based in our Palmer o�ce at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Quali�cations should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a sta� writer and
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven
   environment
• Pro�ciency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Stephen Kopcik, and Rocco.   Anthony Bello was sixth 
followed by Jon Puleo, Noah Korner, Mikey Flynn, and 
Todd Owen.   Bello was black �agged on lap-15 and he 
had to report to pit road for dumping �uid.  David Arute 
was shown the black �ag on lap-20 for �uid also while 
Blewett and Christopher were still the tow lead cars with 
DiMatteo, Rocco, and Kopcik giving chase.  Marcello Ru-
frano was the car on the move in the �rst half of the race, 
taking 11th on lap-22 after starting shotgun on the �eld in 
28th.  The caution �ew with 24 laps complete for a spin by 
Rich Gautreau that collected Rufrano, who pulled off the 
track and behind the wall, ending his great run.

Blewett took the lead back under green with Chris-
tohper in second.   Kopcik and DiMatteo were wheel to 
wheel for third place with Rocco and Korner right behind 
them.   Kopcik took third on lap-26 with Rocco taking 
fourth and Korner �fth as DiMatteo slid back to sixth.   
Christopher’s car dropped off the pace on lap-29 and he 

pulled on to pit road just as the caution �ew for spins in 
turn 4 by Dylan Kopec and Tom Bolles.

Blewett took the lead back under green with Rocco 
moving up to second, but before a lap could be completed 
the caution came out for Rich Gautreau, who hit the wall 
in turn 4.

Blewett took the elad back under green with Rocco 
in second.  DiMatteo and Kopcik ran wheel to wheel for 
a lap before DiMatteo got clear into third place.  Korner 
took fourth with Kopcik sliding back to �fth while up 
front, Rocco was applying heavy pressure to Blewett for 
the lead.

Korner’s car dropped off the pace on lap-37 and he 
limped back to pit road after running in fourth place.  This 
promoted Kopcik to fourth and Mikey Flynn to �fth as 
Blewett was still in command over Rocco and DiMatteo.  
Blewett slowly stretched out his advantage over Rocco in 
the closing laps and he picked up his second career SK 
Modi�ed win at Stafford, his �rst since the 2005 NAPA 
Fall Final.   Rocco came home second with DiMatteo, 
Kopcik, and Flynn rounding out the top-5.

RACING from page 11

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certi�cate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Town Reminder
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MACHINERY
200 AMP PORTABLE COMMER-
CIAL WELDER FOUR CYLINDER, 
WISCONSIN  AIR COOLED MOTOR 
BEST OFFER (413)297-0956

TAG SALE
DOVERBROOK ESTATES 

COMMUNITY 
TAG SALE, CHICOPEE May 20 & 
21 - 8:00am to 3:00pm
Rain Dates June 3 & 4

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, �re department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, �shing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates, accumulations, junk, 
estates, attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services, 10% dis-
count with this ad off services. Dump-
ster Rentals available fro rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete �nishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

INSTRUCTION
ADULT WRITING + SPEECH 
CLUB MEETING: English based. All 
levels of English welcome.
Date and Time:  Tue, May 23, 6:30PM-
7:30PM.

Location:  Ludlow 
Public Library.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Spring clean-up and lawn repair
Weekly mowing and 
yard maintenance

Landscape installation and restoration
Shrub trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial and Residential

S&S LANDSCAPING  
Residential and Commercial

Yard clean ups, lawn mowing, 
lawn repair, fertilizing, mulch, 

stone, hedge trimming, planting.
Free estimates,

Fully licensed and insured.
You’ll like us mower

413-240-1992

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, �ower beds wherever.  Be 
safe grow your own. Operator fully vac-
cinated. Call Bob  413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of �xtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

TUNE-UPS

PART TIME SECRETARY FOR 
SMALL AGAWAM OFFICE. Need 
to be organized with attention to detail 
reply to babco321@comcast.net

HEALTH CARE
ALERT 96 YEAR OLD WIDOW 
NEEDS 7:00-12:00 MORNINGS
or 5:00 p.m.-9:00pm/evenings. CNA 
certi�cations desired.  Call (413)789-
6017

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

QUIET 1 BEDROOM WITH 
SMALL EFFICIENCY KITCHEN. 
NEAR MASS PIKE, PARKING, LAUN-
DRY ON SITE. 
NO SMOKING, NO PETS. GOOD 
CREDIT. $900 INCLUDES UTILITIES 
413-543-2100

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks:_________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #:______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge: ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

First ZONE base price ___________

Add a second ZONE ___________

Add a third ZONE ___________

Subtotal ___________

x Number of Weeks ___________

TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTOWE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds.

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON
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EXCAVATIONHOME HEATING

TREE WORK

LAWN & GARDEN

OVERHEAD DOORS ROOFING

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 

mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 • Est. 1945

YOUR 
LOCAL 

TRUSTED 
RELIABLE

DEPENDABLE

HOME
PROs

INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE Call Today for  Professional Installation 

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Wells Cargo 

Enclosed 
Trailers & 
Karavan 

Utility 
Trailers

TRAILER SALES

Think you need a new roof? Think again!
ASK ABOUT ROOFMAXX
Shingle Rejuvenating Treatment

536-5955 ▼ www.1800newroof.net

THE FIRE PLACE

3390274

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE.
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a
variety of environmentally friendly fuels, while the 
Harman brand defines versatility, dependability and 
quality. More heat, better temperature control, and the 
strongest warranty in the industry are just a few exclusive 
features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST FARMERS SUPPLY
320 South Pleasant St, Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON FARMERS SUPPLY
43 River St (off Rte 10) Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd (Rtes 5 & 10) Whately, MA

413-397-3463 • M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

TO SET UP YOUR STOVE
CLEANING SERVICE FOR NEXT SEASON!

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE.
Harman Stoves o�ers home heating products that burn a variety 

of environmentally friendly fuels, while the Harman brand de�nes 
versatility, dependability and quality. More heat, better temperature 

control and the strongest warranty in the industry are just a few 
exclusive features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

320 South Pleasant Street,
Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON
FARMERS SUPPLY

43 River Street (o� Rte. 10) 
Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10) 

Whately, MA
413-397-3463

M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
the�replacema.com

3382198

100 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10), 
Whately, MA

413-397-3463 
 thef ireplacema.com

T-F 9-5 • Sat. 8-4

Your Harman 
Headquarters

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

GLASS
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Class Grass
GARDEN CENTER

140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-7979 • www.classgrass.com

“Your Complete GARDEN Center”

Annuals • Perennials • Water Garden Supplies
Bark Mulch & Loam • Open 7 Days

Let's GardenLet's Garden
Get your green thumbs in gear right here!

GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN
108 West State Street, Granby • 1-413-467-3838

For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor,

Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs

OPEN 
Monday - 
Saturday

Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
✦

8 Mill Valley Road • Hadley
413-582-1263

www.megansvalley.com

VALLEY’S BEST 
LOAM SOURCE 

A large variety 
of bark mulch,

landscaping stone 
& walkway/patio 

products, pavers, 
compost ,

lawn décor 
& more!

Garden & Landscape Sup
ply

Megan
’sValley

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!
To advertise contact Maureen 

mmcgarrett@turley.com • 413-364-4994

SOUTH HADLEY • 533-5503
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)

HADLEY • 584-4184
301 Russell Street (Rt. 9)

Rototillers, brush mowers, 
pressure washers, overseeders, 

dethatchers, and more.

tjsrental.com

Your lawn projects start here!

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

Tree Removal  •  Structural Pruning 
Crane Service  •  Storm Damage  •  Stump  Grinding

Give Us A Call For Your Free Estimate & Tree Evaluation
INSURED AND CERTIFIED  •  413-478-4212

Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets, 
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure
Compost & More

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

150 College Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413-253-3411

99 South Barre Road, Barre, MA 01005
978-355-3411

68 New Athol Road #2A, Orange, MA 01364 
978-544-8211

16 Elm Street, South Deer�eld, MA 01373
413-665-8881

1123 Bernardston Road, Green�eld, MA 01301 
413-774-6311

For All Your  Spring  Home & Garden  Needs

7 LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT MA-NH-VT

www.hamshawlumber.com

Power Equipment
Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 

Belchertown
413-323-5435

Farm Supply
Rte. 202 N. 357 Daniel Shays Hwy, 

Belchertown
413-323-6336

www.devonlane.com

• Mowers • Lawn Tractors 
• Chainsaws • Trimmers 
• Generators • Brush Cutters 
• Hedge Trimmers 
• Rototillers & More

Ornamental 
Flowers 

And 
Vegetable 

Starts
Family Owned 

& Operated
25 Pleasant St., Granby

413-467-3276

Brush Mowing - Tree Work
Botanical Consultations
Specializing in Invasive Plants
Fencelines




