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By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – Arti-
cle 14 was brought to motion 
and discussion on the May 13 
Annual Town Meeting.  The 
article requested $1.2 million 
in free cash for the initiative, 
described as “capital purchas-
es, repairs and replacements,” 
included a request to fund po-
lice department equipment.  
The items requested were 

for police car replacements, 
firearms replacement and the 
replacement of electronic 
weapons.  

“We really don’t want 
to get ourselves back into a 
cycle that we used to be in,” 
said Capital Planning Chair 
and Select Board Represen-
tative Ira Brezinsky.  “Where 
maintenance was deferred, 
projects were not done, vehi-
cles got old and rusty and we 
got ourselves behind the eight 

ball.”
Citizens questioned the lo-

gistics of the bill and inquired 
about police car mileage, the 
current conditions of the po-
lice department’s weapons 
and the overall expenditure 
required for the department 
to remain functional.  Pamela 
Stawas from Precinct C asked 
about the total number of cars 
in service for the town.

“We currently have 14 
vehicles,” said South Hadley 

Police Chief Jennifer Gunder-
sen.  “Two of those have over 
135,000 miles.  Three have 
over 90,000 miles and two 
are at 80,000 miles.  When 
we end the School Resource 
Officer program, the two ve-
hicles with the 135,000 miles 
will be sold.”

The police cars are ro-
tated during the shift, a load 
balancing measure to manage 
the total amount of miles ac-
cumulated by the service ve-

hicles.  Gundersen explained 
that fleet managers prioritize 
which vehicles become pri-
mary on the day shift every 
month, balanced at the end 
of the month as the primary 
assigned vehicle during the 
midnight shift.

Overall equipment con-
ditions come as a concern to 
the police department.  Gun-
dersen mentioned that the 
tasers assigned to the police 
were approximately 10 years 

old and were of “such poor 
quality” the department could 
no longer source the parts to 
repair them.

The police chief also 
stressed the importance of 
replacing existing firearms, 
which sparked further discus-
sion from attending town res-
idents.  Questions stemmed 
about the department’s fire-
arm condition, with one res-

Funding passes for police department

By Walter Hamilton
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – A 
local developer has proposed 
adoption of a new 18-acre 
zoning overlay district that 
would allow construction of 
78 modest-size, single-fam-
ily houses on small lots of 
land off East Street adjacent 
to a town conservation area 
and an existing condominium 
complex.

Dan Luis, of Luis Build-
ers, at the board’s meeting on 
May 18, requested that the 
Planning Board consider a 
“Multigenerational Housing 
Overlay Zoning District” that 
would eventually require sub-
mission to Town Meeting for 
approval.

Luis was joined by consul-
tant Richard Harris, the for-
mer town planning director.

Luis submitted a “concept 
plan,” that illustrates how his 

proposed development would 
be configured if the overlay 
district were approved. The 
site is now a 17- to 18-acre 
undeveloped area on three 
connected land parcels Luis 
owns off East Street.

“The concept plan right 
now is (for) single family 
homes. It’s still in the prelim-
inary stage because we don’t 
have zoning that allows it 

Submitted photo
A conceptual design for development of a proposed zoning overlay district was submitted by a 
local developer for Planning Board review.

District for small houses 
on small lots proposed

The recently installed 
spray park at Buttery 
Brook Park is without 

funding for fiscal year 2027 
after severe budget cuts had 
to be made in several areas. 
Town funding for the splash 
pad at Buttery Brook ends on 
June 30, and the Friends of 
Buttery Brook Park, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit, are raising do-
nations to help keep it running 
for local families this summer. 
All donations are tax-deduct-
ible. Donations can be made 
online or mailed to the fol-
lowing address: Friends of 
Buttery Brook Park, Inc., P.O. 
Box 868, South Hadley, MA 
01075.

File photos

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

GRANBY – On Monday, 
May 18, voters decided who 
would succeed Glen Sexton 
on the Selectboard with two 
candidates vying for the open 
seats.

In the end, it was Jef-
frey Lawson who garnered 
enough votes to occupy the 
open seats. Lawson defeated 
Rosemarie Rosen in the An-
nual Town Election, getting 
488 votes. Rosen received 
387 votes.

The Selectboard has 
many challenges coming 
ahead in the next few months 
as it looks to balance budget 
issues and improvements 
needed in various areas 
throughout the community.

There are two new mem-
bers of the School Commit-
tee following the election. 
There was only one candi-
date who was on the ballot, 
Trevor Augustino, who re-

ceived 599 votes. There was 
a write-in candidate, Thomas 
Hamel, who received just 
four votes, but it was the 
most among write-in candi-
dates and Hamel will be in-
vited to occupy the second 
seat on the committee that 
was up for grabs.

Augustino was up for 
re-election on the commit-
tee with Michael Durham 
the other candidate whose 
term was set to expire this 
year. However, Durham did 
not seek re-election. There 
was also an unexpired term 
of one-year available on the 
School Committee that did 
not have any candidates on 
the ballot as well.

In that election, Hamel 
also “won” the election, re-
ceiving three write-in votes. 
Tim Abbott, who received 
two votes as a write-in for a 
three-year seat. Abbott also 
received two votes for sec-

Lawson takes open 
seat on SelectboardBy Ben Hernandez

Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Quabbin Photo Group host-
ed a presentation from local 
landscape photographer Ja-
mie Malcolm-Brown on May 
18 at the Belchertown Recre-
ation Department.  The pre-
sentation, entitled “Weather, 
Light and Luck: The Reality 
Behind the Shot,” described 
the photographer’s thought 
process for scouting loca-
tions, shot compositions and 
lessons learned in the field.

“My other job is for an 
indigenous rights organiza-
tion called Cultural Surviv-
al,” said Malcolm-Brown 
when asked what got him 
into photography.  “And with 
the work I did for them, I did 
a lot of traveling around the 
world and getting to know 
different cultures.  And that 
was what got me into pho-
tography; documenting those 
travels.”

Malcolm-Brown stated 
that his draw to photogra-
phy was borne out of a love 

for the outdoors and being 
outside.  He focused further 
on landscape photography 
“around 2015,” where he 
gravitated towards capturing 
the central and western Mas-
sachusetts area.

“I really love photograph-
ing the weather with the 
landscapes, so trying to find 
lightning or the aurora,” said 
Malcolm-Brown.  “I espe-
cially love chasing fog in the 
Pioneer Valley because we 
get it a lot and it really opens 
up the opportunities.”

Mountains are a special 
point of interest for the pho-
tographer.  Malcolm-Brown 
stated that mountains of the 
Holy Oak range are the best 
in the region, which offer 
picturesque opportunities 
that he described as serene.    

“It’s really beautiful in the 
different ways that it kind of 
undulates,” Malcolm-Brown 
said.  “Especially when 
there’s a low fog so that you 
don’t see Route 9.”

Photographer featured in mentorship presentation

Photos courtesy of Jamie Malcolm-Brown Photography
A sunrise captured over a glistening lake.

Please see QUABBIN, 
page 10

Please see HOUSES, 
page 10

Please see FUNDING, page 7

Please see LAWSON, page 7

SPRAY PARKSPRAY PARK
Fundraiser planned for
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$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. SMOKED

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BON-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
5/28/26-6/3/265/28/26-6/3/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

JONAH CRAB CLAWS COOKED ...
 

USDA INSP. FROZEN GOLDEN HARVEST

SHRIMP TOAST w/FISH 10.5 OZ .....

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN SARA LEE

CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 19.6 OZ ..

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN TENDERS TRAY PAK .........

lb

$199
lb

lb

$699

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

KRAKUS HONEY HAM ..................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN END 
or RIB END ROAST ................

ea

lb
$369

$279

$179

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST ..................

$279
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$529
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$139

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS .........................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE FROZEN

PORK TENDERLOIN ......................

$449

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BONE-IN CHICKEN 
THIGHS 10 LB. BAG ............................

$299

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

SWISS CHEESE .............................
$444

lb lb
$659

BEEF CHUCK
STEAKS

$1049
lb

BEEF RIBEYE STEAKS

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Sat., 
June 6

Dee
Reilly
6-9pm

Sat., 
May 30
Jack & 

His Guitar
6-9pm

Our Patio is Our Patio is 
Now Open!Now Open!
Our Patio is Our Patio is 
Now Open!Now Open!
Enjoy Outdoor 

Dining

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

Swing on by The Roadhouse Cafe! 
Breakfast, Lunch & Specials

Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

178 Federal St.
Belchertown
(413) 323-6175

theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “I made 
many changes to the world 
that, despite their seemingly 
small size, may ripple into 
something amazing.” 

During the evening of 
May 7, the fifth annual spa-
ghetti dinner fundraiser was 
held at the Ludlow Elks 
Lodge in support of Nick’s 
Waves of Change. The dinner 
included spaghetti with meat 
sauce, salad, rolls, with des-
sert. 

The dinner also served up 
an impressive raffle, dona-
tions from local community 
businesses like Shelburne 
Falls Coffee Roasters and 
Randall’s Farm, with ‘Nick 
Trivia’ and other activities 
that honored the life of Nich-
olas R. Boileau. 

Referring to the fundrais-
er website, Nick’s journey 
was described as a special 
one, described as a wonder-
ful young man who was on a 
journey towards helping oth-
ers, when he was diagnosed 
with acute myeloid leukemia 
in 2017. Battling through 
chemotherapy, underwent a 
stem cell transplant from his 
Sister Erica Lasewicz and 
went into remission until 
2020, when the cancer came 

back in both his blood and 
spinal fluid. 

Fighting bravely and 
maintaining a strong and 
positive attitude in his final 
months, Boileau started a 
blog in hopes others could 
understand his perspective on 
his life and diagnosis. “It is 
our goal to make sure that the 
WAVES he made, ripple into 
something amazing.

We could not be more 
proud of our son, love our 
son or miss our son more 
than we do.”

The fundraiser’s goal is to 
maintain a scholarship fund 
to give back to the commu-
nity. Boileau graduated from 
Belchertown High School in 
2011, Western New England 
University in 2015 with his 
BA in Psychology, Uni-

versity of Michigan in 2017 
with his Master’s in Public 
Health with a concentration 
in Epidemiology, and was in 
his second year of his PhD 
program for Clinical Psy-
chology at the University of 
Alabama, Birmingham when 
his cancer relapsed. 

In Boileau’s memory, the 
family offers scholarships 
to local students to pursue 

their education and hopefully 
make a change in the world. 

President of Nick’s Waves 
of Change and Mother Jenni-
fer Boileau shared what this 
night meant to her family and 
what she hopes people take 
away from the event. “Five 
years ago, our son passed 
away in 2021. He did get a 
second stem cell transplant 
from me, but by then it had 
gone not just in his blood, but 
also in his spinal fluid. 

There wasn’t much they 
could do and he was 28 years 
old; he never gave up on his 
dream of becoming a clini-
cal psychologist. He wrote 
30 papers for clinical jour-
nals, and he loved his time 
in Michigan when he got his 
masters, then went on for his 
doctorate in Alabama when 
he relapsed and then came 
back home to be with us. 

He spent his final days 
in Massachusetts. He wrote 
a couple of blog posts on 
the website, nickswavesof-
change.org. He wrote a cou-
ple of things about his battle 
and what it meant to him.

This charity was done 
in his name and to honor 
him, we give out scholar-
ships to one Belchertown 
High School Student and one 
Western Mass student,” said 
Jennifer.

Jennifer spoke about how 
close Nicholas and his sister 
Erica were and the loss was 
huge, “She’s the one that 
does all the slide shows every 
year, she did the ‘Nick Triv-
ia’ this year, she misses him 
terribly. Our family did ev-
erything together.

Dinners were always to-

gether at the table,” said Jen-
nifer.

Dad Glenn shared that 
nobody left the dinner table 
until everyone was finished, 
“We brought him up right 
and he was a really shy kid. 
He was very intelligent and 
never boasted. He was defi-
nitely a true friend,” said 
Glenn.

When asked what they 
hope families take away from 
their story, Glenn and Jen-
nifer hope that people take 
the time for their own fam-
ily. “Our last year with him, 
I like to tell people, when a 
lot of 20 something year olds 
pass, a lot of parents don’t 
have a chance to say goodbye 
to them. We did.

He knew we loved him 
and vice versa,” Glenn said. 
Jennifer continued, “For 
parents who have lost their 
children, talk about them. 
Not sharing who they are is a 
disservice to them,” said Jen-
nifer.

Glenn and Jennifer agreed 
that the spaghetti dinner 
with everyone attending was 
soothing to them because 
they’re able to talk about 
him, stating that it’s meant to 
get everybody together and 
see what they can do to con-
tinue to honor him. 

All proceeds/donations 
help support the local com-
munity through educational 
scholarships/grants and other 
community outreach. Nick’s 
Waves of Change, Inc. is 
a public charity, in loving 
memory of Nicholas R. Boi-
leau 1993 to 2021.

At each table, guests were welcomed with quotes from 
Nicholas R. Boileau and photos from his travels.

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Nicholas R. Boileau’s family with Mom Jennifer, Dad Glenn, and Sister Erica Lasewicz.

The life of Nicholas R. Boileau honored at 
Nick’s Waves of Change fundraiser

The volunteers of the Nick’s Waves of Change spaghetti dinner fundraiser. 	 Turley photo by Amanda Munson

HOLYOKE — Students 
in Holyoke High School’s 
“Ethnic Studies: Leadership 
and Action” class will host a 
vibrant end of the year com-
munity celebration on Friday, 
May 29, from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
Holyoke High School North. 
This event is designed to 
bring together HPS families 
with children of all ages, as 
well as community members 
who are not affiliated with 

HPS. 
The event will feature free 

food, music, inflatable rides, 
art activities, and a commu-
nity thrift store offering free 
clothing and household items 
donated by staff and students.

Organized primarily by 
11th grade students, along 
with several seniors, the event 
will reflect what the students 
have learned throughout the 
year about community or-

ganizing, systems of power, 
structural racism, and ways 
to challenge injustice through 
collective action and care.

This year’s celebration 
will embrace a tropical atmo-
sphere inspired by Haitian, 
Puerto Rican, and Dominican 
cultural experiences, with or-
ganizers describing the event 
as having a “Bad Bunny Su-
per Bowl” energy. Decora-
tions and activities will high-

light themes of unity, culture 
and creativity, including 
flag-inspired art displays and 
tie-dye tote bag stations.

In addition to entertain-
ment and activities for all 
ages, organizers hope the 
event will create a welcoming 
environment where students, 
families, and community 
members can connect, cel-
ebrate diversity and support 
one another.

Ethnic Studies block party to center on joy, unity, and community

HOLYOKE – The United 
Congregational Church of 
Holyoke is pleased to wel-
come Music in the Parks, a 
regional choral competition 
featuring some of the most 
talented high school choirs in 
the area. 

The final two events will 
be held on Friday, May 29 
and Friday, June 5.  Admis-
sion is  free,  and the public 
is warmly encouraged to at-
tend. 

Music in the Parks draws 
competitors from across the 
region, making each event 
a wonderful opportunity to 

experience the energy, talent, 
and dedication of young per-
formers at their best. 

The United Congrega-
tional Church of Holyoke 
is an Open and Affirming 
congregation of the United 
Church of Christ. We wel-
come all individuals, regard-
less of where they are on 
their journey. If  you’d  like 
to learn more about UCCH, 
please visit our website 
at www.uccholyoke.org, find 
us on Facebook or Instagram, 
or call our office at 413-532-
1483 Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

UCCH to hold choral 
competition

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com 
24 Water St., Palmer  • www.turley.com
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Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call today for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

Spring is Here!

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College cele-
brated the graduation of 43 
students from its Associate in 
Science in Nursing degree pro-
gram on Thursday, May 21. 

The students were recog-
nized during a pinning cere-
mony in HCC’s Leslie Phil-
lips Theater, during which 
they were formally inducted 
into the healthcare field as 
soon-to-be registered nurs-
ing professionals. During a 
traditional pinning ceremo-
ny, new nursing graduates 
light candles, receive their 
nursing pin, and recite the 
Nightingale Pledge. 

The graduates, many of 
whom are already working, 
will sit for their exams be-
fore becoming licensed as 
registered nurses. 

Holyoke Community 
College Associate of Sci-
ence in Nursing Degree 
Graduates for 2026:

South Hadley: 
Madeline Gray, Antwan 
Saenz Submitted photo

HCC celebrates Class of 2026 nursing graduates

Editor’s Note: The Gran-
by Police Department re-
sponded to  138  calls for the 
week May 15,  through  May 
21. Those arrested are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law. The 
Granby Police Department 
provides all information.

Friday, May 15 
2:19 p.m. – Several callers 

reported a motorcycle acci-
dent. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. The operator was 
transported by ambulance 
with non-life-threatening in-
juries.

Saturday, May 16 
3:45 p.m. – A resident 

reported hearing gunshots in 
the area of Amherst Road. 

Officers checked the area and 
did not hear any gunshots.

10:02 p.m. – Granby Fire 
and Police responded to a re-
ported brush fire. The fire was 
extinguished.

11:57 p.m. – Passing mo-
torists reported seeing a sus-
picious male walking around 
the parking lot and between 
vehicles at Dressel’s Service 
Station. Officer checked the 
area and did not locate any-
one.

Monday, May 18
3:34 p.m. – A motorist 

came to the station and report-
ed that they were involved in 
an accident earlier today on 
Batchelor Street. An accident 
report was completed.

6:16 p.m. – A resident re-

ported that their vehicle had 
been damaged yesterday. An 
incident report was complet-
ed.

Tuesday, May 19
3:27 p.m. – Several callers 

reported a two-vehicle head-
on accident. Granby Police 
and Fire responded. One of 
the operators was issued a ci-
tation speeding and crossing 
marked lanes. There were no 
injuries.

Wednesday, May 20 
4:26 p.m. – Several callers 

reported that a vehicle struck 
a utility pole. Granby Police 
and Fire responded. There 
were no injuries.

Granby Police Logs
HOLYOKE – During the 

month of June, the Wistaria-
hurst Museum at 238 Cabot 
St. in Holyoke will host an 
exhibition of artwork by 
members of the Holyoke Arts 
League (HAL). The museum 
and gardens are the historic 
home of the Skinner Family 
that owned and operated the 
Skinner Silk Mill, the world’s 
premier silk fabric produc-
tion facility in the city’s Ca-
nal District.

We hope you will attend 
our opening reception and 
meet the artists who live in 
Western Massachusetts and 
Northern Connecticut on 
Monday, June 1, from 5-7 
p.m. This event is free and 
open to the public. Through-

out the month of June, the 
exhibition may be viewed 
free of charge during the mu-
seum’s open hours, Mondays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
Tuesdays from 4:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m.

This juried show will in-
clude entries in oil and pastel, 
watercolor, acrylic, tempera, 
gouache and other non-oil 
wet media, graphite, char-
coal, printmaking and other 
graphic media, sculpture and 
ceramics.

Light refreshments will be 
served.

The arts league was 
founded in 1923 and is now 
celebrating its 102nd year in 
Holyoke. The League holds 
artist demonstrations and 

weekly adult figure drawing 
sessions. For more informa-
tion about HAL, visit https://
www.holyoke-arts-league.
org online. You may also ad-
dress inquiries to holyokeart-
sleague@gmail.com

For more information 
about Wistariahurst, call 
(413) 322-5660 or online at 
info@wistariahurst.org. You 
may direct inquiries about 
Wistariahurst by emailing 
munselle@holyoke.org.

This program is funded in 
part by a grant from the Holy-
oke Local Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass. Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Holyoke Arts League to be featured 

HCC recently celebrated its Class of 2026 in the nursing program.
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
Help, the Social Se-

curity Administration 
says I didn’t pay enough 
into my Social Security 
account, despite being a 
business owner and pay-
ing taxes. 

What can I do? 
Signed: Self-em-
ployed American

Dear Self-employed: 
For all potential SS 

beneficiaries, it is very 
important to know how 
Social Security deter-
mines if you are eligible 
for retirement benefits: 
Everyone including the 
self-employed must have 
earned at least 40 “quar-
ter credits” contributing 
to the SS program, which 
is usually about 10 years’ 
worth of earnings. 

You can earn up to 
four “quarter credits” 
per year, depending on 
your earnings including 
your net earnings from 
self-employment. For ex-
ample, this year (2026) 
you will get one “quarter 
credit” for each $1,890 of 
earnings, up to four cred-
its maximum for the year. 

As a self-employed 
business owner, only your 
net earnings are counted, 
e.g., after all your report-
ed business deductions 
are taken. The SSA gets 
your earnings informa-
tion from the IRS, so 
SSA goes by whatever in-
formation you submitted 
in the self-employment 
income tax returns you 
submitted to the IRS over 
the years. 

If you don’t have at 
least 40 “quarter credits” 
over your lifetime, you 
won’t be eligible for So-
cial Security retirement 
benefits.

The best way to fur-
ther investigate this is to 
create your personal “my 
Social Security” online 
account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount. When you 
have done that, you will 
be able to see how many 
quarter credits you cur-
rently have (apparently 

less than 40) and deter-
mine how much more 
you must earn to be el-
igible for SS retirement 
benefits. 

For example, if you 
have 36 or more credits 
now, you could likely 
work just another year 
or part of a year, to be 
eligible for SS benefits 
next year. Knowing how 
many “credits” you now 
have will tell you how 
much more in annual net 
earnings from self-em-
ployment you must have 
to become eligible for SS 
benefits.

When you create you 
online SS account, you 
will also be able to see 
your entire lifetime re-
cord of your earnings re-
ported to Social Security 
and you should review 
that record to make sure 
that your lifetime earn-
ings have been correctly 
reported to Social Secu-
rity. 

If there are any dis-
crepancies in your life-
time earnings record, they 
can be corrected by using 
form SSA-7008. You can 
find additional guidance 
on this at the following 
SSA web link: www.ssa.
gov/pubs/EN-05-10081.
pdf .

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.      

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

For as long as I can re-
member, the “safe date” 
for planting tender 

crops was always Memorial 
Day.  

This year in particular the 
holiday is on the early side, 
the 25th of May, as op-
posed to the 30th or 
31st. Here in New 
England, five or six 
days can make all 
the difference in the 
world.  

Sure, as I write, 
the mercury is set to 
rise well into the high 
eighties for three or four 
days, then become more sea-
sonable again. It’s a wonder 
the plants know what to do.  

Anyhow, read on to learn 
about some tender plants and 
how they respond better when 
soil or air temperatures have 
warmed.

Although cool loving peas 
and warmth loving beans are 
both legumes, bean seeds in 
particular crave seventy to 
eighty degree soil in which to 
germinate. This is particular-
ly evident with white seeded 
bean varieties, since the white 
seeds reflect the heat instead 
of holding on to it like dark 
seeds do.  

Oftentimes, white seeds 
will rot before they sprout if 
planted too soon. If you are in 
the mood to gamble and de-
sire an early sowing of beans, 
use a dark seeded variety.

Untreated corn seeds will 
not germinate in soil below 
60 degrees. We are advised 
to be patient and trust that 
seed planted in warm soil will 
make up for lost time, and 
they typically will, in no time 
flat. 

Those of us who plant 
only a small plot have luck 
starting corn seeds indoors 
then transplanting the seed-
lings outside. I sowed my 
c o r n two seeds per 

six pack a few days back and 
have it on heat along with a 
sowing of winter squash and 
melons and all are popping up 
nicely.  

I usually pick the best of 
the two in the cell of the pack 
and pinch away the slower 
one so there is no competi-
tion, giving the stronger seed-
ling all of the room to grow 
nicely. Never pull out when 
thinning; roots may be dis-
turbed.

Speaking of seedlings, it’s 
also important not to shock 
our home grown pepper or to-
mato seedlings by transplant-
ing them into cold soil or cold 
air. Night temperatures should 
be a consistent 50 degrees be-
fore planting out peppers.  

I typically preheat the soil 
my peppers are to be planted 
in with black plastic, laying it 
right down in the garden bed 
for a week prior to planting. I 
cut holes into it at transplant-
ing time, amending each hole 
as I go.  

For added warmth, some 
gardeners looking to get a 
head start often use a row 

cover to add a few degrees 
of warmth and protect plants 
from the wind.

Tomatoes are planted out-
side after all danger of frost 
has passed. Typically on Me-
morial Day!  In fact, I think 
the whole “safe date” theory 
came to be because of toma-

toes! When I was just get-
ting started in horticulture 

I remember all sorts of 
contraptions people 
used to use to try and 

get the first ripe tomato in 
the neighborhood.  

By planting tomatoes 
transplants earlier you could 
get earlier fruiting. Cloches or 
wall-o-waters were popular 
before the floating row covers 
became the rage.  

I typically wait to trans-
plant my tomatoes. Mine are 
huge this year.  

Remember, if your plants 
get big and your are still a 
few weeks away from getting 
them from the six pack into 
the ground, “pot them up.” 
It’s a term for going up a size, 
say from a cell to a four inch 
pot, so roots don’t get bound 
before they get the chance to 
live happily ever after in the 
garden.  

Soon enough, for sure!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Why do we wait until Memorial Day to plant?
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Help, SSA says I’m not 
eligible for benefits

HOLYOKE – On June 
19, Wistariahurst Museum 
and Genuine Culture wel-
come guests to the Wistaria-
hurst gardens for our annual 
Juneteenth event, Celebrate 
Juneteenth! This event com-
memorates freedom and 
the country’s second In-
dependence Day through 
community and celebration. 
Wistariahurst and Genuine 
Culture are collaborating for 
the fourth year to bring back 
this celebration for the Holy-
oke community and beyond. 
Enjoy activities throughout 
Wistariahurst’s grounds. 
Play games in the gardens, 
get creative with hands-on art 
projects, and more! There’s 
something for everyone, with 
activities for people of all 
ages.

This event will feature 
performances including 
Voices of Praise, storyteller 
Eshu Bumpus, and DJ Pzo 
Pete! Local food vendors 
will also be selling food and 
drinks for guests to enjoy, in-
cluding Souper Sweet, White 
Lion Brewery, and Thai Chili 
Street Food. Other perform-
ers and food vendors are to 
be announced. 

Black-owned businesses, 
makers, and artists will be 
selling a variety of locally 
made items. Local organiza-
tions will also have tables at 
the event, sharing informa-
tion on their initiatives and 
what work they’re doing in 
the community.

 Juneteenth serves as a 
poignant reminder of the re-
markable resilience of Black 
lives, symbolizing the chal-
lenges and victories of for-
merly enslaved individuals 
striving for unity, education, 
and political engagement 
during the Reconstruction 
period. So mark your calen-
dars and bring your friends 
and family to Wistariahurst 
Museum on June 19 from 
12 to 3 p.m. It’s going to be 
a day of joy, making mem-
ories, honoring history, and 
uplifting the voices of the 
Black community in Holy-
oke. Best of all, admission 
to this celebration is com-
pletely free and open to the 
public! We can’t wait to see 
you there.

This event is sponsored 
by the Adam’s Foundation of 
South Hadley.

Celebrate Juneteenth 
at Wistariahurst Car Show 

proceeds to 
stay local

BELCHERTOWN – In 
an effort to defray the costs 
(trophies, permits, enter-
tainment, flyer printing, 
and distribution, etc.), the 
Belchertown Lions Club is 
appealing to our local busi-
nesses to have an 18” x 24” 
weather-resistant sign with 
ground stake custom-printed 
and prominently displayed 
on the Town Common 
during the event on Aug. 8.   
We will handle the set-up 
design and printing for a do-
nation of $100. All proceeds 
from this year’s car show 
will stay locally as we sup-
port our Senior Center, Fuel 
Assistance Programs, Veter-

ans’ Organizations, Scouting 
America, Girl Scouts, Relay 
For Life, Aaron’s Day, local 
Food Pantries, Belchertown 
Little League, College and 
Continuing Ed. Scholarships 
for seniors at BHS and Path-
finder, as well as emergency 
requests regarding sight and 
hearing concerns.

Alternately, or in ad-
dition to the sponsor sign, 
businesses can opt to submit 
an item or gift certificate in 
any amount to be displayed 
for a Pick-A-Prize raffle 
-- where attendees can pur-
chase a sheet of 25 tickets…
and place as many of their 
tickets into whichever gift 
bags they desire.

If you are the owner or 
representative of a local 
business and would like to 
sponsor a ground sign, kind-
ly email Lion Mike Mathras 

at mmathras@charter.net, 
and you will promptly re-
ceive the necessary informa-
tion to do so.

If you would like to do-
nate a gift certificate or prize 
for our raffle table, please get 
in touch with Barb Greene at 
br123199@charter.net

As you consider your do-
nation, please keep in mind 
that all profits from the sale 
of food, raffle tickets, and 
sponsor signage at this event 
will go directly to the local 
charities mentioned above.

Stay tuned for upcom-
ing information regarding 
the “Cruisin’ the Common” 
Car Show in the Sentinel, by 
visiting our website at www.
belchertownlionsclub.com, 
or by checking out our Face-
book page: Belchertown Li-
ons Club.

Lions Club seeks sponsorship 

LUDLOW—Craf te rs 
Wanted for the Rosary So-
dality’s St. Nicholas Craft 
Fair and Raffle on Saturday, 
Nov. 14, 2026, at Christ the 
King Church located at 41 
Warsaw Avenue in Ludlow 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The cost is a non-refund-

able $40. fee for an 8-ft ta-
ble, which will be provided 
by the church. 

To reserve a table or for 
more information contact 

Debbie Martell at 413-547-
8739 or Lorraine Bernier at 
413-519-7658.

Light refreshments will 
be available.

Crafters wanted for St. Nicholas fair, raffle
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South Hadley Public Library
2 Canal Street. South Hadley • shadleylib.org • 413-538-5045

JUNE EVENTS
The Abundant Garden 

Wednesday, June 3 at 6 p.m.
Learn how to stretch your grocery budget by growing high-value organic produce 

that can turn a simple grocery list into a feast. Discover how the abundance and quality of 
homegrown food can support a smart, frugal lifestyle while connecting with local growers 

and the library’s Seed Library to help jump-start your garden for free.

Presented by Anna Klimes, PhD, the program combines scientific knowledge with a passion for 
fresh food. A Professor of Biology at Western New England University, Klimes teaches plant biology 

and studies plant pathology. Outside the lab, she has spent nearly a decade gardening with 
Gro South Hadley and advising the university’s gardening club.

Local author Corinne Demas, Ph.D. will discuss her novel Daughters
Wednesday, June 10 at 6 p.m. 

In the novel, Meredith returns to her New England family farm with her young daughter after a 
heartbreaking loss threatens her marriage. Seeking comfort, stability, and a fresh start, 
her unexpected decision to stay for good turns the entire family’s world upside down.

Professor Demas is the award-winning author of thirty-nine books, 
including seven novels, two short story collections, a memoir, 
a poetry collection, numerous children’s books, and two plays. 
She is Professor Emerita of English at Mount Holyoke College.

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

SOUTH HADLEY – Still 
have your 2026 Annual Town 
Census form? Please return 
it to the Clerk’s Office by 
June 1 to remain on the ac-
tive voter list. Census forms 
may be returned in person, 
mailed back in the enclosed 
envelope, or left in the secure 
“Treasurer/Collector” drop-
box located behind the Police 
Station. 

In accordance with state 
law, the Town Clerk’s office 
must inactivate all voters 
who do not have a current 
Census form on file. Even 
if you voted in the April 14 
Town Election, you will be 
inactivated if you do not have 

a current Census on file. 
Inactive voters can still 

vote, but must show ID and 
fill out an Affirmation of 
Current and Continuous Res-
idence. Learn more about 
the inactive voter list here: 
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/
divisions/elections/voting-in-
formation/inactive-voters.
htm

Learn more about the 
Annual Town Census here: 
https://www.southhadley.
org/1162/Annual-Town-Cen-
sus

Please contact the Town 
Clerk’s office with any ques-
tions, comments, or concerns 
at 413-538-5030, ext. 6183.

Clerk asks for census to 
be returned by June 1

AGAWAM – The Friends 
of the Massachusetts Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery at 
Agawam invite the public to 
attend their upcoming meet-
ing.  

Community members and 
supporters are encouraged to 
attend to learn more about 
the organization and receive 
updates on The Friends’ 
ongoing activities and proj-
ects. Community input is en-
couraged. We also welcome 
memories of veterans you 
have known or reflections on 
your own military service. 

If you prefer not to speak 
publicly, we will gladly read 
your written comments.

Event Details: The meet-
ing will be held on Wednes-
day, June 17, at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main 
Street. Doors open at 5:30 
p.m., the meeting begins at 6 
p.m. For easier access, please 
use the back entrance to the 
lower level.

For questions, please 
contact us via our website at 
https://www.agawamfriends.
org/ or email us at agawam-
friends@gmail.com.

Friends of the MA 
Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery to hold meeting

HOLYOKE – Holy-
oke Community College 
is proud to celebrate the 
students who earned 
honors and awards 
for their outstanding 
achievements during the 
2025-2026 academic 
year.

Awardees were hon-
ored Wednesday, May 
20, during a ceremony 
in the Bartley Center for 
Athletics and Recreation.  

Below is a list of 
HCC honorees and 
award recipients for the 

2025-2026 academic 
year. Some students re-
ceived multiple awards.

A full list of students 
along with their specific 
honors and awards can 
be found at hcc.edu/
awards-2026

Granby: 
Megan Lawson. 

South Hadley:
Sarayah Manoogian, 

Amber Patruno, Jennifer 
Rehm, Tolly Stark, Day-
men Toussaint.

HCC honors students for 
2025-2026 achievements

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Town of South Hadley was 
awarded a $9,900 risk man-
agement grant from the Mas-
sachusetts Interlocal Insur-
ance Association (MIIA), the 
town’s property and casualty 
insurance provider, to support 
workers across several de-
partments.

According to the town, the 
funding was used to purchase 
road barricades and relat-
ed safety equipment to help 
protect workers performing 
duties in or near the roadway. 
The grant also supported the 
purchase of a confined space 
gas monitor to alert sewer 
crews to unsafe conditions, 
as well as a pop-up tent and 

cooling fans to help workers 
stay safer in oppressive heat 
conditions.

“We greatly appreciate our 
partnership with MIIA,” said 
Scott Moore, South Hadley’s 
Director of Building Opera-
tions. “This grant helps us to 
purchase critical safety items 
that we may not otherwise be 
able to fund with current bud-
get restraints.”

Now in its 24th year, MI-
IA’s FY2026 risk manage-
ment grant program awarded 
a total of $1 million to 146 
members to support risk man-
agement practices and proj-
ects that help protect employ-
ees, buildings, infrastructure, 
and other public assets.

“This grant program is 
about helping members take 
practical steps to reduce risk 
and strengthen resilience,” 
said Stan Corcoran, Senior 
Executive and MIIA Execu-
tive Vice President. “Our fo-
cus this year was to empower 
members to effectively ad-
dress the growing challenges 
of evolving weather patterns, 
employee health and safety, 
and emerging cybersecuri-
ty threats. We are pleased to 
support South Hadley’s ef-
forts to improve worker safe-
ty, reduce field risks, and help 
protect employees in a range 
of operating conditions.”

MIIA is a membership 
service of the Massachusetts 

Municipal Association. As a 
mission-driven, member-led 
nonprofit, MIIA focuses on 
providing Massachusetts 
municipalities and other 
governmental entities with 
insurance coverage alterna-
tives, quality risk manage-
ment, and wellness programs. 
For over four decades, MIIA 
has proudly supported its 
members in their efforts to 
build stronger communities, 
foster safer work environ-
ments, and implement pro-
grams that promote the health 
and well-being of their em-
ployees. For more informa-
tion, visit www.emiia.org and 
www.mma.org.

Town strengthens worker safety with MIIA grant

SOUTH HADLEY – Af-
ter a hiatus of 25 years, the 
curtain is rising once again 
on an ambitious and exhila-
rating new chapter of sum-
mer theatre at Mount Holy-
oke College. Mount Holyoke 
College Summer Theatre will 
open this summer with two 
exciting productions, “Ag-
atha Christie’s Murder on 
the Orient Express” adapted 
by Ken Ludwig and “The 39 
Steps,” adapted by Patrick 
Barlow. More than a summer 
stock company, this initiative 
is designed as a professional 
launching pad, bridging the 
gap between academic the-
atre training and the realities 
of the professional industry.

“It’s deeply exciting to 
bring summer performanc-
es back to Mount Holyoke 
College,” said Noah Tuleja, 
associate professor of Film 
Media Theater and chair of 
the Film Media Theater de-
partment at the College, and 
former participant of the 
original Summer Theatre 

at Mount Holyoke College. 
“Mount Holyoke students 
will be collaborating with al-
ums, faculty, staff and local 
theatre professionals as they 
hone their craft by working 
on professional theatrical 
productions.” 

The Summer Theatre at 
Mount Holyoke College was 
founded by James T. Cava-
naugh, professor emeritus of 
theatre arts, at Mount Holy-
oke College in 1970. Cava-
naugh founded the theater for 
students who wanted more 
practical experience in acting 
and technical skills during 
a summer internship in the 
department. A usual sum-
mer season would consist of 
eight plays for adults and two 
or three plays for children. 
Former patrons will remem-
ber that the plays were per-
formed in the round in a large 
orange and white striped tent. 

Reviving the spirit of a 
once-thriving summer the-
atre tradition, thanks to the 
support of a generous anon-

ymous donor, this new com-
pany will now be staged in 
the Kendall Sports & Dance 
Complex. Even though this 
reimagined theatre will look 
and feel different from the 
company under Cavanaugh, 
it still focuses on being a 
training ground for the next 
generation of theatre artists. 
Students from various col-
leges and universities will 
work alongside profession-
al theatre artists, fostering 
a collaborative atmosphere 
rich with mentorship and cre-
ative exchange. 

This company also aims to 
become a cultural destination 
for the city of South Hadley, 
bringing audiences together 
with a renewed commitment 
to live theatrical performanc-
es during the summer season. 
With a legacy reborn and a 
new generation ready to take 
the stage, Mount Holyoke 
College is once again poised 
to become a summer home 
for community engagement 
and entertainment. 

MHC Summer Theatre to return

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Quaboag Valley Relay for 
Life is on May 30 on the 
Belchertown Common from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.  

We are looking for more 
teams, more participants and 
more survivors for our event. 
If you wish to form a team in 
memory or honor of some-
one, please call 800-227-
2345 and get your team reg-

istered. If you wish to join a 
team already formed you can 
join Team Lynn - 
Peach Pedestri-
ans by going to 
the following 
link http://
main.acsev-
e n t s . o r g /
go to/elea-
noregray 

Scroll down to where it 
says “join Eleanore’s team”. 
You can also donate on this 
link too.

If you are a cancer sur-
vivor, we want you to join 
us on May 30 so we can 
honor you. You need to be 
registered for our event and 
you can do so by calling the 
above 800# or going to the 
above link. Registered survi-
vors will get a free Survivor 
shirt, a free luncheon at the 
relay plus a goodie bag. If 
you aren’t able to walk the 
Survivor Lap, just come and 
hang out with us and enjoy 
the activities. 

There will be many 
things to do on May 30.   

There will be 
a big craft 
fair with 

more than 
60 vendors, A 

Touch A Truck 
display at the 

McCarthys end 
of the common, a Gift Bas-
ket Sale in the Old Town 
Hall where there will be Lots 
of baskets for you to win, K9 
demonstrations, Face Paint-
ing, Photographer will take 
your picture and you can get 
it right away, Food Trucks 
and more.  Come and check 
this out.

This is a fundraiser for 
the American Cancer Soci-
ety and we hope to be able 
to donate a lot of money to 
ACS from this event and we 
are hoping for your help. 

If you wish more infor-
mation on this event, please 
email ctellie@juno.com 

Relay for Life set for May 30

SOUTH HADLEY –  A 
group of South Hadley cit-
izens, along with former 
and current personnel from 
Fire and Water Districts 1 
and 2, has organized a Dis-
trict Merger Study Group. 
The group was formed in 
response to recent town bud-
getary challenges and a 2024 
non-binding referendum 
vote that favored exploring a 
merger.

At its first meeting on 
May 14, members discussed 
the potential benefits and 
challenges of a merger, in-
cluding opportunities for im-
proved coordination, possi-
ble barriers, and logistics that 
would need to be addressed. 
There was broad agreement 
that both Districts current-
ly provide excellent service 
to the community, and that 
maintaining this high level 
of service would be essential 
if any changes are pursued.

The Study Group plans 
to interview individuals with 
experience in municipal dis-
trict mergers to determine 
appropriate next steps. Com-
munity members will con-
tinue to be informed as the 
group’s work progresses.

District 
Merger 
Study Group 
formed

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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SPORTS
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—
While South Hadley junior 
righthander Matt Butler has 
at least twenty games remain-
ing in his varsity baseball 
career, the eight Tigers se-
niors didn’t want to see their 
careers come to an end last 
Thursday afternoon.

Butler went the distance 
as the Tigers clinched a berth 
in the Division 4 state tourna-
ment with a 4-2 victory over 
the Monument Mountain 
Spartans in a 

non-playoff game played at 
the Thomas B. Landers Base-
ball Diamond.

“I was a little bit nervous 
before the start of the game, 
but I knew that we could get 
the job done,” said Butler. “I 
just kept throwing strikes and 
the defense made the plays 
behind me. The offense also 
gave me an early lead to pro-
tect, which took a lot of pres-
sure off.”

South Hadley, who 
snapped a three game losing 

streak, closed out 
the regular sea-

son with a 
10-10 overall 
record. Be-
cause the Ti-
gers weren’t 

ranked in the top 
32 of the Division 4 

power rankings, they 
needed to finish the reg-
ular season with a .500 
record to qualify for 
the state tournament 

for the fifth consec-
utive year.

“Playing in the state tour-
nament is an amazing expe-
rience,” Butler said. “Hope-
fully, we can go a long way 
this year, especially for the 
seniors.”

The South Hadley se-
niors, who most likely played 
in their final home game, are 
Griffin Soderbaum (short-
stop), Caiden Drohan, Mem-
phis Huertas (catcher), Logan 
Carpenter (left fielder), Gavin 
Carpenter (first base), Noah 
Carillon (centerfielder), Ryan 
Netkovick (second base), and 
Justin Moskal.

“The seniors are a lot of 
fun to be around, and they 
mean the world to me,” But-
ler added. “This was one of 
the biggest wins of the season 
because of the situation.”

Butler allowed two runs 
(one earned) on five hits with 
no walks and four strikeouts. 
He only threw 96 pitches in 
seven innings.

“I thought Matt pitched 
very well and he looked fresh 
out there,” said South Hadley 
head coach Matt Foley. “He 
hasn’t pitched as many in-
nings during the past couple 
of weeks as he did earlier in 
the season.”

It was the first meeting 

South Hadley baseball clinches 
tournament spot with win

Ryan Netkovick 
fields a grounder.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Memphis Huertas-Febles warms up his pitcher.

Camren Carpenter sends a throw to 
second base.

on the baseball diamond be-
tween the Spartans and the 
Tigers since the 2012 West-
ern Mass. Division 2 finals. 
The Tigers won that game 
by the score of 5-2. A week 
later, they defeated Plymouth 
North, 5-0, in the state finals.  

Two years earlier, South 
Hadley defeated Monument 
Mountain, 6-4, in a semifi-
nal game before dispatching 
Palmer, 4-2, in the Western 
Mass. Division 2 finals.

“We’ve played Monument 
a couple of times during the 

postseason tournament,” Fo-
ley said. “Their head coach 
(Tom Hankey) told me after 
today’s game that he’s retir-
ing from coaching. We have 

Tigers season comes to an end

GRANBY – Last week, 
the Granby High School 
softball team suffered only 
its fourth loss of the season. 
But it was against a powerful 
Monson team in the semi-
finals of the Class D West-
ern Mass. Tournament. The 
Rams fell 4-2, but still fin-
ished with a 16-4 record for 
the season. This outstanding 
mark netted the Rams the 

No. 6 seed in the Division 
5 state tournament. Granby 
will have at least two home 
games in the tournament and 
are awaiting their first oppo-
nent. They will face the win-
ner of Whitinsville Christian 
and Boston International’s 
preliminary round game. 
Granby will host a Round 
of 32 game sometime within 
the next few days.

Granby softball 
draws high seed

SOUTH HADLEY 
– South Hadley High 
School girls lacrosse 
closed out the regular 
season with a 12-8 win 
over Pittsfield High 
School on Monday, 
May 18. For South 
Hadley, they will not 
be making the Division 
4 state tournament as 
they finished with an 
overall record of just 
6-11. They won two of 
their last three games 
to close out the year.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Kelcey Zraunig tries to navigate through traffic.

Kelcey Zraunig advances up the field.

Autumn Camp sends a pass 
away ahead of pressure.

Amanda 
Stevenson 
makes a 
pass on 
the run.

Dee Haber winds back for a longer pass.

Please see BASEBALL, 
page 7

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Justin Moskal sends a pitch home.

BASEBALL from page 6

a very good relationship, and 
I do have a lot of respect for 
him.” 

In last Thursday’s contest, 
Butler retired the side in or-
der in the top of the first in-
ning before the Tigers took a 
1-0 lead.

With one-out in the bot-
tom of the first inning, Gavin 
Carpenter lined a single into 
left field. Carillon followed 
with a walk before junior DH 
Lincoln Belsky delivered an 
RBI single to left.

A scary moment took 
place with one out in the sec-
ond inning when Soderbaum 
hit a foul ball off his face. 
After being checked out by 
South Hadley athletic trainer 
Kevin Weber, Soderbaum left 
the game. He returned to his 
shortstop position in the top 
of the seventh.

Junior Brody Keller fin-
ished Soderbaum’s second 
inning at-bat and knocked 
home a run with a line-drive 
that deflected off the short-
stop’s glove.

The Tigers took a 3-0 lead 
by scoring another run in the 
third inning with the help of 
three errors by the Spartans 
defense.

Meanwhile, Butler retired 
eight of the first nine Spartans 
batters that he faced.

Butler allowed a run with 
one-out in the fourth inning 
and another run two innings 
later, which sliced the Spar-
tans deficit to 3-2.

After being held off the 
scoreboard in the fifth and 
sixth innings, the home team 
scored one run in their final 
at-bats.

Keller began the rally by 
hitting a double to left field. 
A sacrifice bunt by sopho-
more third baseman Camren 
Carpenter moved Keller to 
third base and he crossed the 
plate following a sacrifice fly 
by Logan Carpenter.

“The run that we scored in 
the sixth inning gave Matt a 
little breathing room,” Foley 
said. “He was able to get the 
job done.”

Butler, just as he did in the 
first inning, set down all three 
batters that he faced in the 
top of the seventh. It gave the 
Tigers seniors an opportunity 
to play at least one more high 
school baseball game.  

The pairings for the Di-
vision 4 state baseball tour-
nament were released on 
Wednesday.Griffin Soderbaum cleanly snags the ground ball.

SPRINGFIELD - The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
staved off elimination for a 
third time this postseason, 
picking up a 2-0 shutout win 
over the Wilkes-Barre/Scran-
ton Penguins last Thursday 
night at the MassMutual Cen-
ter. Springfield win ties the 
series, 2-2, and forces a de-
ciding Game 5 last Saturday 
at Mohegan Arena at Casey 
Plaza. 

Early indications were 
that neither team’s red hot 
goaltender was going to 
give up anything easy, as the 
Penguins’ Sergei Murash-
ov turned away 13 first pe-
riod shot attempts from the 
T-Birds. In turn, Georgii Ro-
manov went a perfect 7-for-
7 in the opening period for 
Springfield. 

The Penguins appeared to 
take a 1-0 lead just past the 
6:00 mark of the game when 
Harrison Brunicke jumped 

into a rush on the right side 
and snapped a shot over Ro-
manov into the top shelf. 
However, after officials gath-
ered to converse, it was ruled 
that Romanov could not prop-
erly play his position, and the 
goal was disallowed.

The scoreless deadlock 
carried well past the midpoint 
of the game, with Spring-
field surviving a pair of Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton power 
plays in the opening half of 
period two. 

The T-Birds’ power 
play then made its presence 
known, snapping an 0-for-15 
drought when Dillon Dube 
fielded a pass in the slot area 
and chipped a forehand shot 
over Murashov’s glove to 
make it a 1-0 Springfield lead 
at 16:14 of the middle stanza. 
It was Dube’s team-leading 
fifth goal of the postseason 
and third in the series. 

The T-Birds continued to 

make life miserable for the 
Penguin offense as the game 
shifted into the third period. 
With Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
unable to register more than 
seven shots in any period, 
Springfield took advantage to 
gain some insurance at 6:48 
of the third when Akil Thom-
as fired a pass in the slot to 
Thomas Bordeleau. Borde-
leau’s shot deflected back to a 
trailing Marc-Andre Gaudet. 
The defenseman’s one-time 
attempt knocked a stick out 
of a defender’s hand, and 
the puck slowly elevated and 
trickled over the head of a 
perplexed Murashov, making 
it a 2-0 Springfield lead. 

From there, Romanov 
took care of the rest, securing 
a Game 4 shutout for a sec-
ond consecutive round and 
moving the T-Birds to a per-
fect 4-0 record following a 
loss in these playoffs.  

T-Birds win Game 4 to force 
deciding fifth game

Obituary

Lois J. Carr, born on 
June 5, 1936, in Holyoke, 
MA, peacefully 
passed away on 
May 20, 2026. 
Raised in South 
Hadley, she and 
her husband 
raised their chil-
dren in Gran-
by.  She was an 
active member 
of the Church 
of Christ in 
Granby, where 
her faith and 
dedication were a source of 
strength and inspiration to 
those around her.

Lois’s life was marked 
by her devotion to family, 
joy in hosting gatherings, a 
passion for creating warm, 
memorable moments at 
family parties, unique birth-
day cakes and weekend 
drives with her husband, 
E. Wilson Carr.  Lois could 
always be depended on for 
her chicken soup and chili 
at the church events and 
exercises classes back in 
the day.   Beach vacations 
in New Jersey and on Cape 
Cod were also treasured 
times. Her cat, Tiger, was 
a constant and cherished 
companion, a small but sig-
nificant presence in her dai-
ly life.

Lois was preceded in 
death by her parents, Wil-

liam Perkins 
Strong and Pi-
nella W. (Mer-
riman), and was 
the youngest and 
last surviving of 
her siblings. She 
is survived by her 
devoted husband, 
E. Wilson Carr; 
her daughter 
Sandra and her 
husband Dean 
Lamontagne of 

Belchertown; her son Pres-
ton of South Hadley; and 
her two grandchildren, 
Maxwell and Marc Lamon-
tagne, who brought her im-
mense pride and happiness.

A visitation in Lois’s 
honor will be held on Fri-
day, June 5, 2026, from 
9:00 to 10:00 a.m. at Beers 
& Story Funeral Home in 
South Hadley, Massachu-
setts, located at 646 Newton 
Street. This will be followed 
by a funeral service starting 
at 10:00 am in the funeral 
home and burial will follow 
in Evergreen Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in 
her memory to the Church 
of Christ Congregational, 
UCC, PO Box 177, Granby, 
MA 01033

Lois J. Carr
1936-2026

ident asking if it was true 
the department hadn’t dis-
charged a firearm during 
service in nine years.

“The last office-involved 
shooting was, yes, 9 years 
ago when Detective Roberts 
was stabbed,” said Gunders-
en.  “But there has not been 
one since then, fortunately.  
Grateful for that.”

Adam Reed, a resident 
from Precinct A, surprised 
the town meeting with an 
amendment proposal to the 
article.  The proposal includ-
ed a budget reduction from 
the original $1.25 million al-
location to $1,105,000, a de-
crease in total of $145,000 
and a removal of electronic 
weapons from the budget.

“It’s clear from every-
thing that we’ve been talking 
about tonight that we’re in a 
very unique situation,” said 
Reed during his amendment 
proposal speech.  “We have 
to think critically about the 
money that we are spend-
ing.”

An educator in town, 
Reed equated the situation 
to budget cuts within the 
school district.  He stated 

that the tight budget re-
quired him to buy pencils 
for his students out of his 
own pocket, as well as the 
need to purchase paper to 
print out worksheets.  Reed 
argued that though he be-
lieved in funding public ser-
vices, part of navigating the 
current financial crisis was 
figuring out how to do more 
with less in the short term.

There were many count-
er-arguments to the amend-
ment proposal.  Michael 
Gwynn from Precinct A 
argued the current state 
of the police department’s 
electronic weapons were 
unsustainable but otherwise 
agreed with the budget re-
duction.

“They can’t get prop-
er part replacements,” said 
Gwynn.  “That’s a danger to 
the police officers that might 
have to use them and the 
people they are using them 
on.  So I would recommend 
or like to see that bit of their 
budget approved, if nothing 
else.”

Some residents were far 
more direct in their criti-
cism.  

“My question is, this 
amendment, is this to save 

money or just defund the po-
lice,” said Phil Sanford from 
Precinct E.  He stated some 
of the budget could be lifted 
from the article and suggest-
ed to take instead $100,000 
from the high school carpet 
and guidance budget men-
tioned within the original 
article.

Charles Miles from 27 
Granby Road offered a com-
promise for the extended 
amendment.  He expressed 
concerns about the firearm 
amendment and stated that 
he “went to war with a 40 
year old pistol” that worked 
fine, but that he had reser-
vations about the proposed 
cuts regarding electronic 
weapons.

“The tasers do in fact 
prevent potential other vio-
lence.  So, I’m going to offer 
an amendment to the amend-
ment,” Miles said.  “Which 
would restore upgrading the 
electronic weapons.”

After much deliberation, 
the updated article amend-
ment passed.  However, the 
motion to add the amend-
ment to the existing article 
failed.  The original article 
was passed with a majority 
affirmative decision.

ond place in the one-year 
seat. Depending on which 
seat Hamel decides to take, 
if he takes on, Abbott could 
be offered the other seat on 
the School Committee.

The other contested race 
was on the Library Board of 
Trustees. There were four 
candidates for three open 
seats on the board.

The top vote-getter was 
Paula Beaulieu with 555 
votes. Candace Ribiero 
had 518 votes, and Ange-
la Chagnon had 427 votes. 
Nita Abbott was on the 
outside of the vote, but not 
far away, with 409 votes. 
Abbott was up for re-elec-
tion and the only candidate 
not to be re-elected. Ribiero 
and Beaulieu were also up 
for re-election and received 
new terms to the board. 

Chagnon wins election to 
the board for the first time.

There were not contest-
ed races for seats on the 
Board of Assessors, Board 
of Health, Commissioner of 
Burial Grounds, or Housing 
Authority this year.

The position of Tax 
Collector and Treasurer are 
elected positions in town, 
but are not up for election 
until 2027. The Town Clerk 
is up for re-election in 2028.

LAWSON from page 1

FUNDING from page 1

Obituary 
Policy

Town Reminder

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

TAG SALE
GIANT MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE. 

3109 Pine St., Bondsville. 
JUNE 5-7TH, 9AM-4PM. 

Furniture, books, collectibles, vintage 
jewelry, clothing, knick-knacks, tools, pet 
supplies, Christmas home decor, small ap-
pliances, toys, puzzles, planters, designer 
handbags.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

 Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Buying? 
Selling?

Our Classifieds
Get Results!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
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TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF 
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING

Home Wedding Officiant 
Services  

2066 Memorial Drive
The Planning Board will hold 

a hybrid public hearing on June 
8, 2026 at 6:30 pm. to consider 
an application for Site Plan Re-
view filed by Charissa Majeran 
for Home Occupation II to allow 
home wedding officiant services 
at 2066 Memorial Drive, Map 
7 Parcel 152. This application 
is being filed pursuant to South 
Hadley Zoning Bylaw Chapter 
255 Article XII (Site Plan Re-
view); 255-22 (Home Occupa-
tions); 255-XX (Route 202/33 
Corridor Design Guidelines 
Overlay District); and the Zoning 
Use and Dimensional Regulation 
Schedules.

The public hearing will be 
held through hybrid format with 
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of 
the South Hadley Senior Center, 
45 Dayton Street South Hadley 
MA 01075.

Virtual attendance will be 
hosted through the log-in infor-
mation below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82627991155?pwd=
KUs9ityC3Y7Cvn501YW1sa
YvmjkQCn.1

Or join by phone: +1 (646) 
931 3860 Webinar ID: 826 2799 
1155 Passcode: 961436

The subject property is an ex-
isting single-family home, and 
is located within the Residential 
Mixed Use (RMU) zoning dis-
trict. The property is located on 
Memorial Drive, also known as 
Route 33, and is directly abutted 
by property within the City of 
Chicopee.

The application is on file in 
the Planning & Conservation 
Department Office (Room U6) in 
Town Hall and is posted at www.
southhadley.org on the Planning 
Department page under ‘Permit 
Applications’- ‘Site Plan Re-
view’ under section ‘Memorial 
Drive (2066) - Home Wedding 
Officiant Service’ or can be 
viewed at: https://www.south
hadley.org/1179/Si te-Plan-
Review. Any person interested 
in, or wishing to be heard, should 
appear/join the hearing at the 
time and in the manner designat-
ed.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board

05/22, 05/29/2026

GRANBY 
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
n accordance with MGL Ch. 

40A, Sec. 11, the Granby Plan-
ning Board will hold a public 
hearing on June 8, 2026, at 5:35 
PM at 1 Library Lane, Old Carn-
egie Library, Top Floor, Granby, 
MA. The nature of the hearing is 
to consider the petition of Mo-
hammad Khan (Owner/Appli-
cant), seeking a Special Permit 
Approval for a Sign illuminated 
internally and in excess of nine 

(9) square feet under Sections 
6.2 and 6.3 of the Granby Zoning 
Bylaws and applicable of Section 
V –  Special Use Regulations 
and Performance Standards, 5.57 
– Sign Illumination at 30 West 
State Street, and known as Asses-
sors’ Map 4-A-A-2 in the Town 
of Granby, MA. 

The complete applications and 
plans are available for public 
inspection during regular busi-
ness hours (9:00AM – 3:00 PM, 
Monday-Thursday, and 9:00AM 
– 12:00 PM Fridays at the Se-
lect Board’s Office located in 
the Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State 
Street, Granby, MA 01033. 

Anyone wishing information 
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and 
place designated. 

James Trompke, Chair
Granby Planning Board

05/22, 05/29/2026

SECTION 00 11 13

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construc-
tion of the “Engine Room Floor 
Coating Project” will be received 
by the Prudential Committee at 
the at the Fire Headquarters, 144 
Newton Street, South Hadley, 
MA 01075 until 1:00 p.m. local 
time on June 12, 2026 at which 
time the Bids received will be 
publicly opened and read aloud. 
Sealed Bids must have outer 
envelope marked as “Engine 
Room Floor Coating Project”.

The work consists of the re-
moval and disposal of existing 
epoxy flooring and vinyl asbes-
tos tile flooring and providing a 
seamless, textured, epoxy-based 
floor surfacing system. Bids shall 
be on a lump sum as indicated in 
the Bid Form.

All Bids for this project are 
subject to the provisions of Mas-
sachusetts General Laws Chapter 
149, Section 44A - 44J inclusive 
as amended.

In accordance with Section 
44D of Chapter 149 of the Gen-
eral Laws of Massachusetts as 
amended, the prospective Gen-
eral Bidders must submit with 
their Bid, a certificate of eligi-
bility issued by the Division of 
Capital Asset Management and 
Maintenance (DCAMM), show-
ing that the Bidder has been ap-
proved to bid on projects of the 
size and nature as advertised 
herein. Prospective General Bid-
ders must also submit an updated 
statement summarizing their re-
cord for the period between the 
latest DCAMM certificate and 
the date of the Bid submittal. The 
DCAMM certificate of eligibility 
to be submitted by the General 
Bidder shall be for the category 
of work defined as “Floor Cover-
ing”. The DCAMM certificate of 
eligibility to be submitted by the 
Filed Sub-Bidders shall be for 
the category of work for which 
they are submitting a Bid.

Bidding Documents may be 
obtained electronically from the 
Tighe & Bond website at: http://
www.tighebond.com/Projects_

Out_to_Bid.php.
A bid deposit of 5% shall be 

furnished in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders.

Minimum Wage Rates as de-
termined by the Commissioner 
of Department of Workforce De-
velopment under the provision of 
the Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 149, Section 26 to 27D, 
as amended, apply to this proj-
ect. It is the responsibility of the 
Contractor, before Bid opening, 
to request if necessary, any addi-
tional information on Minimum 
Wage Rates for those trades peo-
ple who may be employed for the 
proposed Work under this Con-
tract. 

The applicable local minority 
workforce utilization percentage 
is a minimum goal of 15.3%. The 
applicable local women work-
force utilization percentage is a 
minimum goal of 6.9%.

A voluntary pre-Bid confer-
ence will be held at the site on 
144 Newton Street, South Had-
ley, MA 01075 at 10 a.m. on 
June 3, 2026.
05/29/2026

Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under

G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

Hampshire Towing, 650 New 
Ludlow Rd., South Hadley, MA 
01075, pursuant to the provi-
sions of G.L. C. 255, Section 
39A, that an auction OPEN TO 
LICENSED DEALERS ONLY 
with bids due Monday, June 11, 
2026 at 9 a.m. Vehicles will be 
auctioned online via Peak Auto 
Auctions with bidding open to 
registered licensed dealers www.
peakautoauctions.com.

2007 Toyota Corolla
VIN: 2T1BR32E27C777840
Benjamin Rodriguez
227 N. King St., OFC
Northampton MA 01060

2007 Saturn Ion
VIN: 1G8AJ55F27Z152275 
Charles Beaudry
1515 Northampton St., #213
Holyoke MA 01040

2004 Honda Civic
VIN: 1HGEM21994L041249
Raulisha Agramonte
275 Walnut St.
Holyoke MA 01040

2007 BMW 3 Series
VIN:WBAVA375X7NL16909 
Jean Octa
500 NW 24th Ave., Apt 27
Ft. Lauderdale FL 33311

2007 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL21E67C214684
Dary Tavarez Valenzuela
41 Mosher St., Apt. 1R
Holyoke MA 01040

2002 Toyota Corolla
VIN: 2T1BR18E72C554617
Jonathan Estrada
60 Center St., Apt. 2R
Holyoke MA 01040

2007 Toyota Avalon
VIN: 4T1BK36B07U200940
Moyses Roman-Roman
120 Alderman St., Apt. 3
Springfield MA 01108

2005 Acura TSX

VIN: JH4CL96945C032341
Jonathan Morse
24 Woodland Ave.
Keene NH 03431

2003 Acura RSX
JH4DC54833C003644
Angelique Lopuk
563 S. Summer St.
Holyoke MA 01040

2017 Hyundai SONATA
VIN: 5NPE24AFXHH584934 
Patricia Laureano
74 Linden St., Apt. 3
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Chevrolet Malibu
VIN: 1G1ZG57B694235363
Zulmarie Iris Flores Alers
15 S. 6th St.
Shamokin PA 17872

2000 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCG3266YA008509 
Omayra Figueroa
25 Jade St., Apt 17
Methuen MA 01844

2008 Acura TSX
VIN: JH4CL96978C006434
Kira Tillman
12 Grover St.
Holyoke MA 01040

2007 Lexus ES 350
VIN: JTHBJ46GX72150096
Tommie Flounery
11 Central St., #2B
Springfield MA 01105

2005 Chevrolet Equinox
VIN: 2CNDL73F856125193
Enid Lugo Toledo
485 South St., Apt .413
Holyoke, MA 01040

2012 Chrysler Town & Country
VIN: 2C4RC1CG1CR401774
Dariel Serrano Acumulado
PO Box 46
Holyoke, MA 01041

2002 Subaru Impreza
VIN: JF1GG65552H830663
Darrick Roberts
25 Canby St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

2003 Toyota Corolla
VIN: JTDBR32E930026271
Willie David
503 Plainfield St., Apt 2R
Springfield, MA 01107

1997 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCD5603VA198680
Carlos Gonzalez
722 Chicopee St., Apt E
Chicopee, MA 01013

2012 Nissan Maxima
VIN: 1N4AA5AP5CC865677 
Zaida Valdez
33 Glenmore St.
Springfield, MA 01129

2005 Subaru Impreza
VIN: JF1GD66505G524780 
Raymond Aiken
368 Wilbraham St.
Palmer, MA 01069

2010 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGFA1F89AH531707 
Jovanni Feliciano
17 Spring St.
Chicopee, MA 01013

2007 Mitsubishi Outlander
VIN: JA4MS31X87Z011434
Ivelisse Medina Reveron
4 Columbia St., Apt. 3
Holyoke, MA 01040

2004 Infiniti FX35
VIN: JNRAS08W74X216626
Wilton Delacruz-Cordero
107 Clark St., Apt. 2
Brattleboro VT 05301

2005 Subaru Forester
VIN: JF1SG65685G732207
Jesus Echevarria
475 Maple St., Apt 406
Holyoke MA 01040

2004 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
VIN: 2GCEK19T841397602
Jesus Echevarria
475 Maple St., Apt 406
Holyoke MA 01040

2008 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL21E38N552629
Marisol Mendez
561 S. Summer St., Apt. 1
Holyoke MA 01040

1996 GMC Jimmy
VIN: 1GKCS13W9T2530526
Suzzie Davila Joplin
PO Box 1608
Atascadero CA 93422

2016 Kia Sedona
VIN: KNDMB5C12G6189500
Janoi Vilayvanh
4 Frank St., Apt. 3
Worcester MA 01604

2005 Toyota Matrix
VIN: 2T1KR32EX5C500589
Ruth Kosiorek
43 Hillcrest Prk
S. Hadley MA 01075

2004 Toyota Corolla
VIN: JTDBR38EX42023893
Edwardo Feliciano
139 Sargeant St., Apt. 102
Holyoke MA 01040

1996 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCD563XTA162833
Luis Dejesus
33 James St., Apt. A
Holyoke, MA 01040

2008 Hyundai ELANTRA
VIN: KMHDU46D68U406548
Jessica Diaz
10 Dwight Ter.
Chicopee MA 01013

2007 Buick Lucerne
VIN: 1G4HE57Y57U202604
Darius Burton
44 Autumn Ln.
Amherst, MA 01002

2016 Nissan Rogue
VIN: JN8AT2MV3GW151732
Ariella Chase
495 Appleton St., Apt. 2L

Holyoke, MA 01040

2017 Hyundai TUCSON
VIN: KM8J3CA41HU288786
Jeffrey Hodge
30 Sydney Ave.
Holyoke, MA 01040

2008 BMW 3 Series
VIN: WBAVD53558A286106
Carlos Garcia
11 Newhall St.
Springfield, MA 01109

2017 Lincoln MKC
VIN: 5LMCJ3D96HUL34096
Tamara McKoy
250 Canon Cir.
Springfield MA 01118

2014 Volkswagen Jetta
VIN: 3VWL17AJ3EM217179
Jeffrey Ball
608 Westfield St., Apt. 20
W. Springfield, MA 01089

2002 Mitsubishi Eclipse
VIN: 4A3AC54HX2E028335
Keith Kourafas
8 Providence St.
Acushnet, MA 02743

2010 Honda Accord Crosstour
VIN: 5J6TF1H56AL012505
Matise Smith
41 Chapel St.
Springfield, MA 01109

2011 BMW 3 Series
VIN: WBAPK5G59BNN27920
Jeremy Lacourse
1554 Memorial Ave., Apt 2B
W. Springfield, MA 01089

2007 Audi A4
VIN: WAUDF78E47A210871 
Heriberto Serrano
10 Colony Rd., Apt. 2A
W. Springfield,MA 01089

2016 Nissan Sentra
VIN: 3N1AB7AP6GL681140
Deborah Murach
379 E. Street Annex 4
Pittsfield, MA 01201

2014 Subaru Forester
VIN: JF2SJAJC0EH476621
Steven Mclain
156 Liberty St.
N. Adams, MA 01247

2022 Trailer
VIN: 46UFU4424N1258368
Kevin Archambault
231 Willimansett St.
South Hadley, MA 01075

2008 BMW 5 Series
VIN: WBANV13528CZ57015
Latia Cohill
55 Dresden St.
Springfield, MA 01109

2024 Honda CR-V Hybrid
VIN: 7FARS6H52RE077914
Muhawenimana Julienne
34 Laurence St.
Springfield MA, 01104
05/22, 05/29, 06/05/2026

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Streetcar
  5. Take __ of it!
 10. SW Asia peninsula
 12. Beating wings to escape 

from a perch
 14. One who revitalizes
 16. Indicates position
 18. Dishonorable man
 19. Singer King Cole
 20. Short-tailed marten
 22. One point east 

(clockwise) of due north
 23. The god of the 

underworld in ancient 
mythology

 25. Dirt
 26. Superconducting super 

collider
 27. Not good
 28. A way to sink
 30. Unwell
 31. Follow orders
 33. Deep ravine

 35. Perfumery practice
 37. Indian film director 

Sultan
 38. Member of U.S. Navy
 40. Wing-like
 41. Very fast airplane
 42. Slang for cigarette
 44. Most cars still need it
 45. Political war chest
 48. Cools down
 50. Diminish toward one end
 52. Indigenous person of 

Thailand
 53. Combined
 55. Container
 56. Expression of 

satisfaction
 57. Thou
 58. Return a favor
 63. Go over once more
 65. Removed
 66. “Silence of the __”
 67. Comedian Rogen

CLUES DOWN
  1. Children’s game
  2. Relative biological 

effectiveness (abbr.)
  3. Own (Scottish)
  4. Female follower of 

Bacchus
  5. Subsides
  6. Protects from weather
  7. Spanish municipality
  8. Supermarket chain
  9. Domain name
 10. Semitic peoples
 11. Designs anew
 13. City associated with 

Jesus
 15. Cool!
 17. Bank employee
 18. Central nervous system
 21. Standardized piece of 

text
 23. A type of fever
 24. Baglike structure in a 

plant or animal

 27. Threaten persistently
 29. Aspirations
 32. Baby’s eating accessory
 34. Actress Thurman
 35. Turn into bone
 36. One who saves you
 39. Consume
 40. Swiss river
 43. A part of a river where 

the current is very fast
 44. Categories
 46. Expressed amazement
 47. It’s important in 

respiration (abbr.)
 49. Greek war dance
 51. Bland, semi-liquid food
 54. Regard in a specified 

way
 59. Taxi
 60. Naturally occurring solid 

material
 61. Feline
 62. Post-burning residue
 64. Elevated railroad

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER
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Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Saluting Our Local Heroes★
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER
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Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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The presentation covered 
Malcolm-Brown’s methods 
in getting the right shot, a 
process that he described as 
an “arduous journey” that re-
quires an extensive amount of 
preparation work.  Much of 
his process involves planning 
the site before the shot, using 
technology in conjunction 
with his experience to predict 
variables, such as the Sun’s 
positioning over a horizon.

“I use digital tools to fig-
ure out when the best time 
would be to capture a com-
pelling image,” said Mal-
colm-Brown.  He cited that 
programs such as PhotoPills 
are important to his process, 
as they allow him to track 
weather patterns and plan 
shots in advance.  “So it’s 
important to be able to kind 
of marry those two things 
together.  The technology as-
sists me in creating the imag-
es that I want to create.”

Patience was the hardest 
lesson he learned while grow-
ing as a photographer.  One of 
his hardest shots was his pho-
to of lightning strikes down at 
the Quabbin, which he stated 
took over five trips to capture. 
Dedication was another iden-
tified key aspect for success.  
The last bit of advice that the 

photographer gave was to be 
familiar with the area and to 
be open with the possibilities 
it offers.

“The one thing is to al-
ways look behind you,” Mal-
colm-Brown said.  “Look 
around because sometimes 

there’s something happening 
behind you that is more com-
pelling than what is in front 
of you.  Really get to know 
your area because almost any 
place can look beautiful and 
magical given the right con-
ditions.”

QUABBIN from page 1

Photos courtesy of Jamie Malcolm-Brown Photography
The Sun rises over a scenic forest.

The use of fog is a common theme in the photographer’s framing.

Fog rolls over a picturesque tapestry of red-green forest.

A lone lush green tree stands on top of a hill.

yet,” Harris said.
“We’re proposing a multi-

generational housing overlay 
district. The intent is to pro-
vide housing that serves as 
starter housing and ranges up 
to senior housing in a single 
family or two-family setting.

“It is not multifamily, not 
assisted living, but is small 
lots, so there’s not a lot of 
land to maintain individual-
ly … with each lot having at 
least 10 percent open space,” 
Harris said.

Harris said the over-
lay district would address a 
“void” in town bylaws “that 
would provide open space 
while providing a density 

level that makes development 
financially feasible.”

The property is currently 
zoned Residence A-1.

In his presentation, Luis 
said the overlay district 
would address objectives 
contained in the 2023 Hous-
ing Production Plan that 
advocated building smaller 
homes, multifamily homes 
and affordable housing – the 
“missing middle” component 
lacking in the town’s housing 
portfolio.

The housing would serve 
the needs of senior citizens 
looking to downsize and 
young households seeking 
to transition from renters to 
owners, Luis stated in his 
proposal.

“Land available for resi-
dential development is large-
ly limited to the Residence 
A-1 and Agricultural zoning 
districts which limit housing 
to 1 to 2 units per acre,” Luis 
wrote in his presentation. 

“Two or 2.5 units per acre 
is not viable because of high 
prices and you don’t get  the 
number of units you want to 
achieve,”  Harris said.

“Options to develop hous-
ing which meet the needs of 
the seniors and young fam-
ilies currently require Spe-
cial Permits and have limited 
density options which drive 
up the cost of the housing to 
buyers. The Special Permit 
process requires prospective 
developers to invest signifi-
cant funds in planning with-
out any certainty of being 
able to develop the housing; 
thus, driving up the risk and 
the resulting housing costs,”  
Luis wrote.

In his summary, Luis write 
that density (in the overlay 
zone) would be capped at six 
units per acre. Single fami-
ly houses would be built on 
4,000 square foot (6,000 for 
a two family), lots. 

The combination of 
smaller lots and buildings 
would create prices in the 
$400,000 range, Luis noted, 
significantly less than larg-
er houses (typically 2,500 
square feet or more) built on 
half-acre lots.

Planning Board member 
Rob Watchilla, who is also 
Planning Director for the 
town of East Longmeadow, 
questioned the wisdom of 
the proposed plan to make 
the suggested 20-foot-wide 
road easement to be privately 
owned in perpetuity.

“I’ve seen private road-
ways just left to rot because 
the owner decides just to 
leave,” Watchilla said.

Watchilla also suggested 
allowing small houses such 
as some consisting of as lit-
tle as 800 square feet, leaving 
room for auxiliary structures 
such as garages and sheds.

He added that a 20-foot 
right of way might not be 
enough to accommodate 
sidewalks. Luis said side-
walks, either on one or both 
sides, would be possible.

Under existing zoning, a 
single-family home requires 
a 22,500 square foot lot in the 
Residential A-1 (RA-1) zone 
and 30,000 square feet in the 
Agricultural (AG) Zone.

The proposed overlay dis-
trict would allow reduced di-
mensional requirements:

– Minimum frontage, 
currently 125 feet in RA-1 
and150 feet in AG would be 
cut to 40 feet in the proposed 
zone.

– Minimum front setback, 
currently 40 feet in the RA-1 
zone, would be cut to15 feet 

– Side yard setbacks, now 
20 feet in RA-1 and AG dis-
tricts, would be cut to 5 feet.

– Rear yard setbacks, now 
25 feet in RA-1 and AG dis-
tricts would be cut to 10 feet.

– Maximum building cov-
erage, currently 30 percent in 
RA-1 and AG districts would 
increase to 50 percent.

“Another commonali-
ty between the needs of the 
segments (of residents) is the 
house size. Housing in the 
1,200 to 1,800 square foot 
range can address the needs 
of both segments which also 
keeps the price of housing in 
a more affordable range. Pro-
viding housing on small lots 
while maintaining common 
open space can provide open 
space for residents while 
minimizing the maintenance 
cost shouldered by individu-
al households,” Luis stated in 
his proposal. 

Access and exit to the de-
velopment would be through 
East Street only. That street 
dead-ends at a parcel that 
includes the town-owned By-
num Conservation Area and 
the closed and capped town 
landfill. It principally con-
nects only to Granby Road.

According the draft lay-
out, a short access road from 
East Street would connect 
to a circular street. A third 
road would connect the cir-
cular street with a rectangu-
lar parcel. All streets would 
have housing on both sides. 
A high-voltage electrical 
transmission line bisects the 
rectangular parcel, where no 
houses would be built.
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