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Charter Days returns for annual weekend of fun

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

GRANBY - Step right up, the fair has returned,
and last weekend, Granby and surrounding commu-
nities came together to have some fun, eat cotton
candy, and jump in the bouncy houses at Charter

Days.

Granby Charter Days is a weekend celebra-
tion to commemorate and celebrate the day the
town of Granby received its Charter on June

11, 1768.

“Key features I would say, would be the
amount of community support we all have for
the event. It is always the second weekend in
June,” said Randy Guevin, the Chair of the
Charter Days Committee. “The event is bring-
ing multiple communities together to celebrate
and meet with older community members, and
also new community members.

There were fourteen nonfood vendors with
some returning year after year, and new vendors
including Mr. B’s Kettle Korn, Andean Creations,
Runas Crafts, Enchanted Gardens, Henna + Face-
painting + Crafts, LooBug Design, Amy’s Rt 9 Bak-
ery, Mad Eatz, Crazy Arepa, D Smoker, Heart-Moser,

and Moser Concessions.

Fanelli’s Entertainment provided the carnival games

where people could win anything from a squirt gun to a stuffed

animal the size of a chair.

They also brought along their fun rides and amuse-
ments, including the Ferris Wheel, and spinning and swing-

ing rides, enough for everyone.

Turley photos by Murphy Fitts
Autumn enjoys a day

at Granby Charter Days

Please see CHARTER, page 12

with her family.

Pharaoh’s Fury, a swing-based ride common at most festivals and fairs.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Gaylord Memorial Library hosts its annual
wine, cheese, and chocolate night

By Murphy Fitts
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - Fri-
day night Gaylord Memorial
Library welcomed commu-
nity members for an evening
of Wine, Cheese, Chocolate,
music, raffles, and a guest
speaker.

In attendance were three
board members of the Gay-
lord Memorial Library As-
sociation. Katie Van Winkle,
the president. Jane Johnson,
the Vice President and Denise
Hammon, the secretary.

2025 sponsors include
Eink, Florence Bank, Provi-
sions, PeoplesBank, South
Hadley Electric Light, bank-
ESB, Veryl’'s Automotive
Services Inc., and Jubinville
Insurance.

Interim treasurer Jeff Mil-
lard and Mariann Millard do-
nated the red wine. Provisions
donated their wine and cheese.
Many other vendors and busi-
nesses were donors for the
evening.

Please see GAYLORD, page 6

Turley Photos Submitted by Murphy Fitts.

Above: Cory Telman from local business Provisions sets up his
table of wine and cheese.

Left: Town historian Leo Labonte giving his speech about Gaylord
history.

MHC’s geothermal project
is ‘full-steam ahead’

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - As
the world looks towards more
renewable forms and ways,
Mount Holyoke College is
proud to share more about its
Geothermal Project, which
has been up and running for
the past three years.

“Mount Holyoke College
made a commitment to Car-
bon Neutrality by 2037, the
college’s bicentennial. The
Geothermal Project is key to
that goal,” said Karla Young-
blood, Associate Vice Presi-
dent of the school.

The project itself will help
to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 80%, replacing
fossil fuel systems with state-
of-the-art energy through a
geothermal exchange system
through the ground.

There are three compo-
nents to the project: the first
being the high-efficiency
electric heat pumps, which
generate hot water for heating
and chilled water for cooling

Submitted photos
Hot and chilled water
distribution piping down
Lower Lake Road on our
campus.

the buildings.

The new distribution sys-
tem will convey this hot and
cold water for temperature
regulation throughout the
campus more efficiently and

Please see PROJECT, page 6

By Murphy Fitts
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY -
Community members gath-
ered at South Hadley library
to hear from Rebekah Cor-
nell and guest speaker Larri
Cochran talk about Native
plants and their importance.

This event was sponsored
by the Tree Committee to
promote the tree planting
program and Growing Wild
South Hadley to promote the
importance of native species
and get pollinators into back-
yards.

Rebekah Cornell is the
Conservation Administrator
and Planner of the town of
South Hadley.

Cornell is leading the
South Hadley tree planting
program with the South Had-
ley Shade Tree Challenge.
“We’ve got 351 more trees to

Turley Photos Submitted by Murphy Fitts.

Conservation Administrator and Planner Rebekah Cornell
introducing guest speaker Larri Cochran.

go,” said Cornell.

They are planting 400
trees over the next two years.
100 of those trees will be
planted in the two environ-
mental justice neighbor-

hoods South Hadley Falls
and Mount Holyoke College
neighborhood.

They have two grants to

Please see TREES, page 5

Disc golf is coming to Buttery Brook Park

By Kim Prough

SOUTH HADLEY -
Don’t use the “f-word”, it’s
not frisbee golf, it’s disc golf,
as any avid disc golfer will
tell you.

The sport of disc golf is
experiencing rapid growth
and increasing popularity,
thanks to the development
of more disc golf courses,
as well as its accessibility
and affordability.

UDisc, the app for
disc  golfers, showed
over 20 million rounds
tracked in 2024.

The sport is seeing an av-
erage of over five new courses
being opened daily.

South Hadley is well-po-
sitioned to capitalize on this
fast-growing sport with the
addition of the Buttery Brook
Disc Golf, a nine-hole course
that weaves throughout the
unused woods of the Park.

The course is free to play.
The addition of this course
is part of the Buttery Brook
Park Improvement Project,

Photos submitted by Kim Prough
The new logo for Disc Golf at
Buttery Brook Park.

funded collectively through
a PARC grant, the town of
South Hadley, and individual
donations.

Disc golf is largely driven
by its passionate community,
with players often taking the
initiative to build and main-
tain courses. Avid disc golfer
Maddy Venancio, who has
played in 14 states and at 160
courses, has led a group of
volunteers to help get the
course ready.

He’s been instrumen-
tal in helping shape some
of the interesting design
elements of the course,
including the island green
on the 9th hole.

“Helping to bring disc

golf to Buttery Brook Park
has been a lot of fun. I've al-
ways wanted to build my own
course, and this may be the
closest I get to it”, comment-
ed Venancio.

“It’s not your average
nine-hole course. Although
beginner-friendly, it will chal-

Please see GOLF, page 5
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4 Towns Food Drive coming Saturday, June 28

SOUTH HADLEY/
GRANBY/BELCHER-
TOWN/LUDLOW - The lo-
cal Democratic Committees
are hosting a Food Drive on
June 28 to fill up local food
pantries to fight food insecu-
rity.

Granby- 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Granby UCC’s parish
parking lot to fill the Granby
to Go Food Pantry. For more
information, contact Susan
Knightly at susan.knightly @
gmail.com.

Belchertown- 10 a.m. to

1 p.m., held at and benefit-
ing the Helping Hands Cup-
board on 18 Park Street, as
well as on the Belchertown
Common. Contact Cara La-
penas at belchertowndem-
chair@gmail.com for more
information.

Ludlow- 10 a.m. to 2
p-m. in the parking lot of
the Ludlow Department of
Veterans Services at 487
Holyoke Street. Please get
in touch with Mia Alves at
miaalves @charter.net for
more information.

South Hadley — 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. in the parking lot
of the South Hadley High
School to fill the pantry for
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors. For more information,
contact Ann Stockton at as-
tockton15 @ gmail.com.

Please remember to
check expiration dates, and
to not donate anything past
the date on the item. Mon-
etary donations are also ac-
cepted to help the food pan-
tries stock their shelves.

South Hadley students on WPI Dean’s List

WORCESTER -- A to-
tal of 2,331 undergraduate
students at Worcester Poly-
technic Institute (WPI) were
named to the university’s
spring 2025 Dean’s List.
The criteria for the WPI
Dean’s List differ from that
of most other universities
as WPI does not compute a
grade point average (GPA).
Instead, WPI students are
named to the Dean’s List
based on the amount of work
completed at the A level in
courses and hands-on proj-
ects.

“WPI’s academic pro-
grams are rigorous and re-

quire a level of independence
beyond what is required in
traditional courses. WPI stu-
dents work on real-world,
open-ended problems on
campus and in communities
around the globe. Far from
being simple academic ex-
ercises, the projects students
complete have genuine and
lasting impacts in our partner
communities,” said Provost
Andrew Sears. “Some of
this nation’s best and bright-
est students come to WPI to
study engineering, science,
business, and the human-
ities. Those named to the
Dean’s List have excelled in

all of their work, and we are
exceptionally proud of these
outstanding students.”

The following students
were named to the Dean’s

List for Spring 2025:
Griffin ~ Brown from
South Hadley, Massachu-

setts, class of 2026, majoring
in Computer Science

Brady Currier from South
Hadley, Massachusetts, class
of 2028, majoring in Data
Science

Evan Piquette from South
Hadley, Massachusetts, class
of 2026, majoring in Me-
chanical Engineering

Get ready for the class of 1975’s 50th reunion

SOUTH HADLEY -
Save the Date! South Had-
ley High School Class of
1975 50th reunion will be

%” EARLY
’DEADLINES

held on October 4, 2025.
For more information and
to be added to our email list,
please contact either Karla

(Koenig) Zukowski at kzu-
kowski57 @comcast.net  or
MaryPat (Fenton) Krumsiek
at mpkrumsiek @ahoo.com.

In observance of July 4th,
there will be an
EARLY AD DEADLINE

To advertise,

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3
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LOW SODIUM HAM..........o.

$909

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

PROVOLONE CHEESE...... “A %4

BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS... 3

USDA INSP. STOREMADE

TALIAN SAUSAGE PATTIES.... S 277

SALE DATES:

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
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USDA INSP.
STORE MADE

BEEF SHAVED
STEAK

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

DIET LEAN 90%
GROUND BEEF

6/19/25-6/25/25

N

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
rLAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS 5266
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Special permit approved for Anthony’s Club

By Walter Hamilton
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - An-
thony’s Dance Club, a New
Ludlow Road “adult enter-
tainment” venue on Monday
was granted a one-year special
permit to continue its busi-
ness, after installing interior
video cameras and identifica-
tion scanning equipment that
satisfied police and Planning
Board concerns about dozens
of “disturbances” there over
the past three years.

Police Chief Jennifer Gun-
dersen confirmed, after a Po-
lice Department site inspec-
tion, that the updated camera
and ID scanning equipment,
that would track customers
and employees while in the
building, will be sufficient to
ensure security at the business
that features live nudity.

Other deficiencies in the
Special Permit application
cited by the board were found
to have been addressed prior
to Monday’s extension of a
March 28 hearing. They in-
cluded exterior lighting, ex-
clusion of town police from
acting as security personnel,
elimination of restaurant ser-
vices, providing employee
information to the Police De-
partment pertaining to inves-
tigations and a management
plan.

Based on Gundersen’s
findings, the board deter-
mined that Anthony’s had sat-
isfied all the requirements of a
new security plan, while also
asserting that if the camera
system and ID scanner were
to be shown as not functioning
at any time, the venue would
be found to be in violation of
its permit that could trigger
further action.

The one-year permit grant-
ed on Monday can be renewed
in one-year extensions over
three years. After that, the
board may waive further hear-
ings.

The club pledged to plant
shrubs and other vegetation
around the perimeter of the
parking lot, with gaps in cer-
tain areas to allow passing
motorists to partially view
abutting properties, such as an
existing used-car lot.

An illuminated sign was
approved, and will be required
to be shut off at 1 a.m., prior
to the club’s closing time of
2 a.m. as allowed under its li-
quor license. A manager said
the club’s policy sets its “last
call” for alcohol at 12:45 a.m.

Addressing safety con-
cerns during the first por-
tion of the public hearing in

CHICKEN

USDA INSP. FRESH

DRUMSTICKS 106 646 B B

USDA INSP. FROZEN HEAT & SERVE

SNOWFLAKE DINNER ROLLS oc: 99 €,

NASHVILLE

USDA INSP. FROZEN ROYAL ASIA

HO
BREADED SHRIMP 1 (5.coumssses

$499

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN BEST YET

COOKED SHRIMP 51760 CT: s s A 25
£ 90 Meat Outlet @ EELNLLLELLESS

BUY DIRECT FOR ===== SAVINGS * SELECTION + SERVICE

Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

March, former board member
Joanna Brown, citing police
logs from 2022, 2023 and
2024, said Anthony’s had
more than 50 calls that were
not of a non-criminal nature
or not including such distur-
bances as parking lot alarms
and crashes.

At the hearing in March,
the board noted the number of
calls to police from Anthony’s
were twice the number of calls
about disturbances than any of
the other eight establishments
that serve alcoholic beverages
in town.

The police records also
included allegations of lar-
cenies, fraud, theft, assault,
damage to property, and fights
at Anthony’s.

In March, Gundersen said
a call of a disturbance requires
response of two or three offi-
cers, at a time of night when
those are the only officers on
duty, resulting in “the rest of
the town not having cover-
age.”

Gundersen at that time
said in the past six years she
has been on the job, the bar’s
classification of some em-
ployees as contractors com-
plicated police investigations.
She also cited incidents in
which security cameras were
deemed non-functioning, also
hampering investigations.

In other business out-
side of the public hearing,
the board acknowledged that
Mount Holyoke College had
withdrawn its application for a
site plan review of a proposed
Energy Center at Woodbridge
Street and Dunlap Place. On
June 5, an MHC administrator
cited uncertainty in the finan-
cial markets under the Trump
administration for its decision
to postpone the energy center
portion of the project.

The center stands as a vital
component of a geothermal
system now under construc-
tion, that will provide heating
and cooling to all buildings on
its campus, thereby eliminat-
ing almost all the use of fossil
fuels on campus.

Critics of the proposed
energy center cited noise, pos-

sible toxic emissions, loss of
parking spaces and architec-
tural incompatibility with sur-
rounding properties at the site.

In response to assertions in
a letter by The Knolls resident
Denise Presley that questioned
the college’s right under state
law to build the center, the
Planning Department sought
and received legal guidance
that affirmed the college’s
right to build the center under
a state law commonly referred
to as the Dover Amendment.
That law exempts agricultur-
al, religious, and educational
uses from certain zoning re-
strictions.

“We believe that the pro-
posed development is subject
to Dover Amendment protec-
tion, and that the (resident’s)
opinion that the proposed
structure  (energy  center)
alone must have as its primary
and dominant use an educa-
tional purpose, reads the Do-
ver Amendment too narrowly.

“The Appellate Courts in
Massachusetts have recog-
nized that accessory

structures, even if not lo-
cated on the physical campus
of the educational institution,

or are ancillary to the pri-
mary use as an educational
institution, are protected uses,

according to the opinion
of Lisa Mead of the law firm
Mead, Talerman & Costa, the
town’s legal advisers.

“Regardless of whether
the proposed development is
characterized as a geothermal
hub or a power plant, the pro-
posal is a subsidiary use to the
primary use of the property
for educational purposes. As
a practical matter, one reaches
the same conclusion. It would
be illogical to withhold Dover
Amendment protections to
certain elements of a college
campus which are not literally
used for academics (e.g. dor-
mitories, parking areas, power
generation, maintenance facil-
ities, public safety buildings,
health care center, etc.), while
the primary use of the proper-
ty as a whole is educational,”
Mead wrote.

Friday, June 20 - Cruise
Night & Live Music Night
featuring The Willies in the
front pavilion, 5 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 24 -
Farmer’s Market, 2 p.m. to
6 p.m.

Friday, June 27 - Cruise

Night & Live Music featur-
ing Midlife Crisis,5—p.m.

Buttery Brook Happenings

to 7:30 p.m.

Pickleball Courts -
Open for Daily Play (Mon-
Sun), 8:30 am.to 11 a.m./
Weeknight Open Play
(Mon-Fri), 4:30 p.m. to 10
p-m.

Spray Park - Open Dai-
ly, 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

dventure

Call Today

fours of »’L(,Eﬁ/“m '

2026 Norwegian Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotla -

n [

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse
PICK YOUR OWN STRAWBERRIES

7:00am - 5:00pm ¢ Weather & Crops Permitting.
Call Our Greenhouse or Check Our Facebook Page For Up-To-Date Information

413-467-3794 * New Ludlow Road ¢ Credit Cards Accepted!
Our Farmstand Will Be Opening June 26

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-4d67-3794

www.dickinsonsfarm.com
~ Family Owned & Operated -~

Open:
8am-7pm

Ei

Most Major
Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available
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South Hadley’s library events for June

SOUTH HADLEY -
Moving into June, summer
is almost upon us. The theme
to our ever popular summer
reading this year is Level Up
at Your Library and we’re
definitely kicking things up a
notch! Our summer kicks off
with an amazing family event
featuring Mass Capoeira on
Wednesday, June 25 at 3:30
p-m. Join us for a demonstra-
tion of this Afro-Brazilian
martial art that incorporates
fighting, dance, music, and
acrobatics. Join us all season
long for programs and activ-
ities to help you “level up”
your skills and knowledge.

Adult Programs at SHPL

Our Spanish Conversation
Circle meets on Saturday, June
21 at 10:30 a.m. This monthly
group provides an opportu-
nity for Spanish speakers to
practice their language skills
with peers. Participants should
have some basic conversation-
al skills to join the group. This
is not a language class.

Leading off our Adult
Summer program, Level Up
At Your Library, will be Con-
stance Hallinan Lagan to begin
to recharge your spirit, with
a virtual webinar, Level Up
Your Happiness, on Wednes-
day, June 25 at 6 p.m. Discov-
er practical tools to bring joy
back into your life (register
online).

Finally, puzzle lovers re-
joice-our Puzzle Swap is back
on Saturday, June 28! Drop
off your complete jigsaw puz-
zles (300+ pieces) from June
9-27 at the front desk, and
trade them for new challenges
during the big swap. Let June
be your month to dance, sing,
swap, and smile!

Online Author Programs

(click each program for more
information)
Living the Otter Life with
Katherine Applegate (3rd-6th
Grade), Newbery Medalist
and New York Times Bestsell-
ing Author, Tuesday, June 24
at4 p.m.

Children’s Programs at
SHPL

It’s time, it’s time!
Our summer reading pro-
gram, Level Up!, officially
begins on Tuesday, June 17.
Kids from birth to age ten can
sign up at the children’s desk
and get a game-board-style
log: color in a square for every
day you read! Reading just 20
minutes a day helps prevent
“summer slide” (learning loss)
and you can read anything
you want! All participants will
get a coupon for Cindy’s ice
cream at the end of the pro-
gram in August, and everyone
who finishes their game board
will get to choose a game-
themed prize!

Don’t miss our all-ag-
es summer reading kickoff
event with Mass Capoei-
ra on Wednesday, June 25
from 3:30-4:30 p.m..

We’re also welcoming a
special guest, author Vicki
Johnson, at Pajama Storytime
on Monday, June 23 from
6:30 to 7 p.m., and Brie’s Bal-
loons for a Balloon Storytime
on Saturday, June 28 from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

And babywearing expert
Jennifer Hydefrost will pres-
ent at Baby Lapsit Storytime
on Friday, June 20 at 10 a.m..

All of our regular weekly
and monthly programs con-
tinue through the summer
(see calendar): Pajama Story-
time, Lego & Games, Rhyme
Time, STEAM, Read to a
Dog, Story Time, Playgroup,

Graphic Novel Book Club,
and Baby Lapsit Storytime.
Starting the week of June
17, we’ll also have a summer
scavenger hunt.

Looking for book recom-
mendations? Use our quick
and easy Book Bundle form.
And the new Student Reading
Challenge begins in June, too -
sign up at the children’s desk!
(Any time you spend reading
for the challenge this summer
counts toward your summer
reading too!)

Teen Programs at SHPL

This month in Teens we con-
tinue with Crafternoon, Snack-
ternoon and Xbox1. Snack-
ternoon on Thursday, June 26
at 4 p.m. will feature Pico de
Gallo! Please sign up online.
Thank you to the Friends of the
South Hadley Public Library
for sponsoring our Teen Snack-
ternoon.

Crafternoon features Wa-
ter Bottle Wind Spirals this
month.

Our Teen Takeaways con-
tinue this month with Origa-
mi Butterflies. Sign up once
and get a new Takeaway every
month! We end the month with
our Teen Night Craft Tuesday,
June 24 at 6:30 p.m.. We will
be Marble Painting!

Our Teen Book
Club Booktroverts continues
and this month features So Let
Them Burn by Kamilah Cole.
There is no in-person meet up.
Enjoy the book on your own
time. Copies are available in
the Teen Room to check out.

This month features gam-
ing on the Nintendo Switch on
Monday, June 23 at 3:30 p.m..
A new selection of games are
available.

Catch up on the Jurassic
World series before the new
movie comes out July 2. The 3
movies will be shown Fridays
in June. June 20 at 3 p.m. for Ju-
rassic World Dominion. Pop-
com to snack on during all
movies! Movies will take place
in the Teen Room. A thank you
to the Friends of the South Had-
ley Public Library for sponsor-
ing our Friday movie series.
Any questions please email
Bethany  (broberts@cwmars.
org).

Gaylord Memorial Library
Programs

Gaylord’s Pollinator Gar-
den is in full swing now, with
several native plants blooming
for the beginning of June.

As part of the Adult Sum-
mer program we have a work-
shop from Peter Glass: Level
Up Your Smartphone Pho-
tography on Thursday, June
26 from 5:15 to 8 p.m. Sign
up here and don’t forget your
phone!

For kids, we have Story
Time every Friday at 10:30
a.m. with Miss Janet!

Lego Club meets Thurs-
days, June 26 from 3 to 6 p.m.

Our first Story Stroll of the
spring is also up on the front
lawn! Come enjoy Lola Meets
the Bees, by Anna McQuinn
and illustrated by Rosalind
Beardshaw.
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Special events held at the
South Hadley Senior Center
for the month of June

Two major events are be-
ing held this month:

Aging In Place Fair:
Wed., June 25,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Join us for our 3™ annu-
al engaging and informative
Aging in Place Fair. You’ll
discover a wide range of
valuable resources designed
to support aging with inde-
pendence and confidence.
Connect with local organi-
zations and experts and en-
joy exciting raffles Beverag-
es sponsored by the Friends
of the South Hadley Seniors.

Please note: There is NO
Healthy Bones and Balance
classes or congregate lunch
service on this day.

Pride Celebration:
Thurs., June 26, 4:30 p.m.

Join us as we close out
Pride 2025 with a memo-
rable evening dinner and
history. This special event
features a captivating pre-
sentation on a pivotal mo-
ment in LGBTQ+ History:
the creation of the Rainbow
Flag and the life of its cre-
ator — Gilbert Baker. Our
guest speaker, Jay Blotcher,
Board member of the Gil-
bert Baker Foundation and
co-author of Baker’s 2019
memoir, Rainbow Warrior:

My Life in Color, will share
insights into Baker’s life,
activism and the flag’s en-
during legacy. A book sign-
ing will follow. Diner will
be prepared by Chef Dako-
ta and is sponsored by the
Friends of the South Hadley
Seniors.

Stroke Awareness
Presentation with
Full Breakfast
Fri., June 13 at 8:30 a.m.

Join us for a free full
breakfast and information
by the Stroke Public Aware-
ness Collaborative. There
will be free giveaways and
prizes. Sponsored by Mont
Marie Rehabilitation, Holy-
oke VNA Hospice, Holyoke
Medical Center and Cast-
aldo Ambulance Services.
Registration is necessary.

Lunch and Movie: Jaws!
Mon., June 30 at 1:30 p.m.
Pre-order your lunch
at our café and join us for
a classic summer movie.
Filmed on Martha’s Vine-
yard in 1974, opening with
two iconic notes written by
Oscar winner John Williams.
The movie was directed by
Oscar winner Steven Spiel-
berg. (Bet you’re singing
those two notes right now).

kitchen facilities.

4 BUILDING USE AVAILABLE FOR -
receptions, meetings,
retreats, showers, etc.

¢ SPACE OFFERS - air conditioned hall,
handicapped accessible,

parking, elevator and allsaintschurchoffice@gmail.com

www.allsaintsallwelcome.org

All Saints’ Episcopal Church

We welcome. We worship. We learn. We serve. We give. We connect.

7 Woodbridge Street
South Hadley, MA
Phone - 413-532-8917
Office Hours -

1-5pm Tues.-Fri.

*o

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

[]
Stump

Grinding
]

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

L&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation ® Underground Utilities
Water e Sewer ¢ Septic ® Drainage

Grading ¢ Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 » Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

il

Can
work part time and col-
lect Social Security?

my husband

Dear Rusty:

I am writing to you on
behalf of my husband. His
intentions are to go part
time as of Jan. 1, 2026,
working 30 hours a week
and take Social Security
benefits as supplemental
income. How can we de-
termine what his Social
Security benefit would be
with him still working part
time? He will be 63 and 7
months old next January
and has not yet applied for
benefits. We look forward
to hearing from someone
very soon.

Signed: Anxious for
Information

Dear Anxious:

If he claims Social
Security at age 63 and 7
months, your husband’s
benefit will be about 78%
of what it would be if he
waited until age 67 to
claim.

And, since your hus-
band will not yet have
reached his SS Full Re-
tirement Age, he will be
subject to Social Securi-
ty’s Annual Earning Test,
which limits how much
he can earn while work-
ing and collecting early
Social Security retirement
benefits. The amount he
can earn without paying a
penalty changes yearly but,
for reference, the earnings
limit for 2025 is $23,400
per year.

If his work earnings
exceed the annual limit,
Social Security will take
away some of his benefits.
Using the 2025 limit as an
example, if your husband’s
annual 2025 earnings were
$40,000, then he would
owe about $8,300 (half
of the amount he exceed-
ed the limit by). Social
Security would withhold
his monthly benefits for
enough months to recover
what he owes for exceed-
ing the earnings limit. How
many months they with-
hold would be determined
by his monthly SS benefit
amount.

FYI, the earnings test
lasts until your husband
reaches his Full Retirement
Age (his FRA is age 67),
but in the year he attains
his FRA the penalty for ex-
ceeding the limit is less, $1
for every $3 over the limit
and the limit is much high-
er. The annual earnings
test no longer applies once
your husband reaches his
FRA.

When your husband
applies for his SS retire-
ment benefit, Social Secu-
rity will ask about his work
plans and how much he
expects to earn each year.
Based upon that informa-
tion, if he expects to ex-
ceed the annual limit they

will pay his benefits for
some months of the year
depending on his project-
ed earnings and withhold
his benefits for the remain-
ing months. They will also
monitor his annual earn-
ings as reported to the IRS
and make any appropriate
benefit adjustment after-
wards.

If SS benefits are with-
held because your husband
exceeded the annual earn-
ings limit, when he reach-
es his full retirement age
(67), Social Security will
give him time-credit for all
month’s that benefits were
withheld. Essentially, they
will advance his actual
claim date by the number
of months benefits were
withheld, which will make
his monthly benefit high-
er at his FRA. The higher
amount he receives after
reaching his FRA will help
him recover some of the
money withheld as a result
of exceeding the earnings
limit before his FRA.

Please note that it is al-
ways best to inform Social
Security up front if your
husband plans to work and
earn even part time prior to
reaching his FRA. The IRS
will provide the SSA with
your husband’s earnings
information and SSA will
(if his projected earnings
weren’t disclosed when
he applied) issue an Over-
payment Notice if he earns
more than allowed. He will
then be required to repay
SS everything owed or
have his benefits withheld
until Social Security recov-
ers what he owes.

One final point: by
claiming his benefits in
January 2026, your hus-
band’s monthly amount
will be reduced by about
22% from the amount he
would get at his FRA of 67.
Claiming early before FRA
always results in a benefit
reduction, whereas waiting
longer than FRA to claim
always results in a higher
monthly amount (maxi-
mum benefit is reached at
age 70).

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Secu-
rity Association To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.

To the editor,

Thank you to Mount
Holyoke for holding a
public information session
to share your geothermal
project with the town.
Thank you to the citizens
who listened and expressed
their concerns about one
portion of this project-the
location of a pump station
on Woodbridge Street.
Hopefully, the opportuni-

Letter to The Editor
Looking forward to
upcoming project for MHC

ty to talk with each other
sparked the return to an era
of collaboration between
the town and the college.
I look forward to learn-
ing about what the future
steps will be and how the
town and college will work
together to complete this
unique project.

Marie Rohan,
South Hadley

What not do this last week of spring

By avoiding these com-
mon mistakes you’ll be well
on your way to a wonderful
landscape this summer.

Sowing grass seed at the
wrong time

Did you know that the end
of August/ beginning of Sep-
tember is the best time
to get a new lawn off to
a good start? It is, first
and foremost because
crab grass (the arch
enemy of real grass!)
can’t gain a foot hold
late in the growing
season. Slightly cooler
temperatures and ad-
equate rainfall preva-
lent during that time of
year help too.

Scalping the lawn

Healthy turf isn’t mown as
low, or as often as you might
think. Mowing to a height
of about three inches will
encourage a strong stand of
deep-rooted grass that is capa-
ble of shading out developing
weeds and sustaining itself
during periods of drought.

Removing grass clippings

Take the bagger attach-
ment off of your mower and
let the clippings fall back onto
the lawn! Grass clippings are
a valuable source of nitrogen,
the nutrient responsible for
giving grass its green color.
It’s silly to remove it, only
then to provide it in the form
of granular fertilizer.
Watering during the heat of

the day

Most gardeners know that
early in the day is the optimal
time for watering the lawn as
well as other plants. Less wa-
ter is lost to evaporation, and
fungal diseases are kept to a
minimum since foliage has a
chance to dry before darkness
sets in.

Choosing the wrong plant
for the location

Almost everyone has fall-
en victim to the “I’ve got to

have that plant syndrome.”
This condition causes even
smart gardeners to buy plants
that don’t fit their particular
situation. Heed the advice
provided on the plant’s tag.

If it requires shade, plant
it in a shady location. If it de-

mands a well-drained soil and
yours is clayey, amend the
soil first! Etc. etc.
Applying mulch too thinly

Topdressing our shrub
beds with a layer of mulch
each season can be an ex-
pensive endeavor. Frugal gar-
deners may skimp in order to
save money. Do so and you
may be sorry, as weeds will
no doubt pop through less
than adequate coverage.

Make sure that bark mulch
is three to four inches thick;
hay or straw used in veggie
gardens should be even thick-
er, to the tune of eight to 12
inches.

Mulching too close to the
base of a tree

Never mound up bark
mulch against the base of a
tree. It can result in bark de-
cay. This condition can bring
about a disruption of the
translocation process of food
from the leaves of the tree to
its roots, weakening it severe-
ly. The tree will also become
more vulnerable to attacks by
insects and fungi.
Not moistening peat moss

before use

Most experts recommend
adding peat moss to the plant-
ing hole when installing trees,

by
TRoberta MeQu

e
Mw a tree or shrub, perennial

roses or other shrubs. Rich in
organic matter, it will get your
plants off to a great start, but
only if incorporated correctly.
Peat moss must be moist-
ened before use, otherwise it
will wick water away from
the plant it is intending to
help. Once thoroughly
wet, peat moss will aid in
moisture retention!
Forgetting to “butter-
fly” root balls at plant-
ing time

Did you ever purchase

or annual whose root ball

was so thick with roots

you could barely see the

soil in which it was plant-
ed? Plants that match this de-
scription are “root bound.”

If this situation isn’t reme-
died at planting time the roots
may never know they have
room to sprawl; ultimately,
growth may be affected! Let
the roots run free by taking
both hands and splitting open
or “butterflying” the root ball.
Root balls of larger speci-
mens can be scored in several
places with a knife.

Pruning summer blooming
shrubs now

Don’t prune your Rose of
Sharon or Hydrangea now or
you’ll take the flowers with
your clippings. On the flip
side, you have until July 1
to prune your lilacs. Rhodo-
dendrons and Azaleas can
be deadheaded now for even
more flowers next spring.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.

I received an email
in May from a woman,
who had a couple of
Western bluebirds nest
in her backyard bird-
house.

Western  bluebirds
are small thrushes, who
usually perch upright.
They are 6 to 7 inch-
es long, larger than a
sparrow and smaller than a
robin. These bluebirds have
thin, straight bills and short
tails. The male Western blue-
bird is shiny blue above with
rust orange on the breast and
back. The throat is blue in
males and the lower belly is
whitish. Females are gray-
buff with pale orange on the
breast. Their throat is gray-
buff. They have a blue tint on
the wings and tail.

They inhabit open wood-
lands, both coniferous and
deciduous and burned areas.
They commonly use bird
baths. The female lays two
to eight pale to bluish white
eggs per clutch. They pounce
on the ground when looking
for worms and berries. They
also catch insects. Their pri-
mary diet is insects and ber-
ries and will come to feeders
for mealworms.

Compared to the Eastern
bluebird, the male Western
bluebird has a blue rather than
the bright white belly like the
Eastern bluebird. The orange
also extends to the shoulders.
Western bluebirds are not
typically found in Massachu-
setts.

Eastern bluebirds

A Barre resident puts
out mealworms for the East-
ern bluebirds, He has a pair
coming to feast on the meal-
worms.

Mute swans and cranes

A Barre woman reported
seeing a pair of mute swans
on Long Pond in Rutland.
I saw one of the swans this
week on the same pond. She
also reported seeing a sand-
hill crane. An Oakham resi-
dent thinks a pair of sandhill
cranes have nested. He now
only sees one in his field
or flying overhead between
Adams Pond and the Wolf

.

BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

Swamp area of Oakham. The
last time I saw a sandhill crane
in my hayfield, there was only
one. Earlier this spring I saw a
two cranes in the field, which
is near Wolf Swamp.

Titmouse and robin

An Oakham resident re-
ported, “There was a lot of
commotion at the robin nest
and I went to the window to
see what was going on. A tit-
mouse was gathering the soft
fuzzy from under the three
eggs. Dad robin came along
and drove the titmouse off.”
She said, “I put out lots of
nesting materials, but as al-
ways, someone else’s looks
better.”

'.’-.-.:-';"

Western bluebird

Loon fact

The Loon Preservation
Committee offer loon facts
in their newsletter. The news-
letter said, “Generally, loons
will remain on the ocean until
they reach adulthood at age
three. This is not always the
case, each year here in New
Hampshire, the committee
volunteers observer the pres-
ence of five to ten immature
loons on the lakes during the
breeding season. Upon their
return as adults, these loons
begin to look for a breeding
territory of their own.”

They will acquire their
first territory in one of three
ways: by passively replac-
ing a territory owner that has
died or is otherwise missing,
by establishing a new territo-

ry on a lake that is not
currently occupied by
loons or by fighting and
evicting another loon
from its territory and
taking its place.

One of the ways
a loon can acquire a
breeding territory is
to intrude upon an al-
ready-occupied terri-
tory and engage in territorial
battles with the member of
the pair that is the same sex. If
the intruder wins, it will evict
the resident loon and take its
place as a pair member on
that territory.

The article said, “Research
has shown that while selecting
their first breeding territory,
loons tend to look for lakes
and ponds that are similar,
at least in terms of size and
pH, to the lake they hatched
on. This may be a result of
increased chance of surviv-
al due to familiarity, if, as a
chick, a loon learned to forage
and evade predators on a lake
with certain characteristics, it
makes sense that it would seek
out those same characteristics,
to which their skills are well
suited, to breed on.”

Another factor that has
been shown to influence ter-
ritory selection is previous
chick production. Territorial
intrusions tend to increase
following successful hatches,
indicating that loons without a
territory of their own may use
the production of chicks as an
indicator of territory quality
and target those successful
territories for takeover.

Because they stay on
the ocean for the first years
of their lives and then must
spend time, sometimes many
years, acquiring a breeding
territory of their own, most
loons will not hatch chicks of
their own until they are six—
seven years old.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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TREES from page 1

support this program. The
first is from the USDA Forest
Service through the Massa-
chusetts Department of Con-
servation and Recreation Ur-
ban and Community Forestry
Program.

The second grant is the
Office of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Affairs Cool Corri-
dors Grant.

“Someone has to speak for
the trees,” said Cornell. Plant-
ing trees is her way of giving
back to the earth.

“I can’t fix all the prob-
lems. But I can plant trees and
teach people how to care for
them.That’s how I’m going to
save the world,” said Cornell.

Cochran manages the
Northampton community gar-
den as well as she is a Master
Gardener through Western
Massachusetts Master Gar-
dener Association.

Cochran is also a certified
horticulturist and a landscape
for life trainer.

Cochran went on to thor-
oughly discuss why planting
native trees in South Hadley
is so important.

Areas are facing issues
of climate change. With the
changing temperatures native
trees and plant species are
struggling.

Because native trees can’t
always adapt to the changing
temperatures, non-native spe-
cies are brought in instead.
This negatively affects the lo-
cal ecosystem.

90% of birds and insects
rely on specific species to
thrive. The amount of native
species that native trees sup-
port wildly outweighs the
amount of native species that

TOWN Reminder

Turley Photos Submitted by Murphy Fitts.

Rebekah Gornell gives a community member advice about

native plants.

non-native trees support.

The whole life cycle of in-
sects, birds, bushes and trees
merges into a whole reliant
ecosystem.

Not only is this topic im-
portant for the well being of
nature, it is also very import-
ant for the physical and men-
tal health of people

“Sometimes you just feel
called to do things,” said Co-
chran. Cochran wants to be
there to help the community
understand how plants work
in their environment.

Cochran finds it so amaz-
ing how resilient plants can
be. When the earth continues
to decline plants will be able
to revive and prosper.

Cochran also enjoys see-
ing people of all ages get
excited about gardening and
planting. She thinks that it is
important that people contin-
ue to be educated about the
ever changing environment.

Tom Dennis, a co-chair
of the conservation council

subcommittee Growing Wild,
wants people to understand a
love of trees and to go home
and plant more trees.

Dennis mentioned that
this idea of everyone going
home to plant a few plants in
their own back yard derives
from Doug Tallamy.

Cochran went on to
discuss Dough Tallamy’s
thought process called the
Homegrown National Park.
This idea explains that there
are so many millions of acres
worth of back yard space that
it amounts to the size of a na-
tional park.

If only people know how
simple it was to plant a few
plants in their backyard, then
it would greatly help local
ecosystems thrive. It doesn’t
matter where you live, every-
one can help.

“It’s a great time to start
[planting], whether it’s native
plants or native trees,” said
Cochran. Plant with a pur-
pose.

Larri Cochran giving a talk about native trees and their importance in our community.
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GOLF from page 1

lenge even an experienced
disc golfer. You can’t help but
love the 657-foot par five on
hole 8.”

The course designer, Chris
Barden, one of the owners of
the New England Disc Golf
Center, says, “Designing the
course was a great experi-
ence. | anticipate this course
to be well-received by the
community and that it will see
alot of use .”

“Chris’s experience and
vision have really helped to
shape this into an incredible
9-hole course”, said Venan-
cio. “People will be lining
up ready to play as soon as it
opens.”

Disc golf is played in over
80 countries, with the United
States, Finland, and Canada
having the most courses.

Additional factors contrib-
uting to the sport’s populari-
ty are that it’s an affordable
option for people as disc golf
equipment is significantly
cheaper than traditional golf
equipment; the sport is rel-
atively easy to learn and ac-
cessible to people of all ages
and athletic abilities; and
it’s a great way to enjoy the
outdoors, exercise and spend
time with friends and family.

While the initial construc-
tion of the Buttery Brook
Disc Golf Course was part of
the Park Improvement Proj-
ect, the turf on the tee pads,
signage, benches, information
kiosk, and ongoing mainte-
nance are being funded by
sponsors and donations.

Kirsten Therrein and her
local business, SVG Athlet-
ics, were the first sponsors to
sign up to support the course.

“SVG Athletics is a gym
built around its members and
the community they create
within. It is something we
take great pride in. When the
opportunity came for us to
support the community out-
side the gym with another
healthy, fitness-related activ-
ity, we threw ourselves at the
chance. This was the easiest
“disc-ussion” we have had
as owners! We have several
members who are avid disc
golfers, and they can’t wait
to play the new course”, said
Therrein.

The official grand opening
celebration for the course will
be on Friday, July 18, from
5 to 7:30 p.m. The inaugural
“first toss” will occur at the
practice basket by the play-
ground at 5:30 p.m. to offi-
cially open the course.

There will be food, mu-

Photos submitted by Kim Prough

sic, raffles, volunteers to help
teach the sport, equipment to
try out, vendors, and more.
All are welcome to attend this
free event.

To find out more about the
course, when it will be open
for play, or to become one of
the limited number of inaugu-
ral business sponsors, please
email butterybrookdiscgolf@
gmail.com.

Additionally, on Saturday,
July 19, the course will be
hosting a Flex Tournament.
Email or visit the Buttery
Brook Disc Golf page on
Facebook to find out more
information, and be sure to
check out the UDisc app for
specifics on the course.

B

The basket on hole #9.
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PROJECT from page 1

safely than the existing steam
distribution system.

Thirdly, there are
600-feet-deep bores under-
neath one of the athletic fields
that store heat extracted from
buildings during hot months
to heat the buildings during
cold seasons, and the oppo-
site. will happen for warm
seasons, where stored cold air
will cool the buildings.

“The system could be
considered an electrification
of our heating and cooling
system, and the idea is that
we extract every bit of energy
from each BTU, British Ther-
mal Unit,” said Youngblood.

Instead of releasing heat,
the system captures it and
then allows for it to be used
when needed.

MHC, alongside the Town
of South Hadley, purchas-
es their electricity through
SHELD, and its power grid
is already functioning at 89%
green energy.

“We are well on our way,
just by using the local elec-
tric grid,” said Youngblood,
referring to the closer goal
of becoming even more car-
bon-neutral each year.

The Hub, the building that
will house the electric heat
pumps and is planned to be
on the Dunlap site, is being
rephased as the college looks
to address circumstances out-
side of its control.

With the market rising
for parts, tariffs rising, and
risks on the scene and the un-

knowns, the college is playing
it safe as it looks to address
the Hub, and parpartnerter
more with the abutters of the
college to open up further
communication.

“It caused us to push the
Geothermal Hub into a later
year, but there is no pausing
on the project,” said Young-
blood. “We’re full-steam
ahead.”

The Hub will store heat
pumps that are tied to the
geothermal field that is cur-
rently being drilled, and this
summer, the college will be
laying about 17,000 feet of
piping as part of their ongoing
construction process.

“We are super excited
about it, and our community
is excited about it, and the
Town of South Hadley is ex-
cited about the project. The
concerns we are hearing are
around the Geothermal Hub.”

This week as well, the
school will be installing geo-
thermal bores, and will con-
tinue the work as this sum-
mer, they continue to convert
the resident halls to the new
geothermal system.

“We are improving the en-
vironment all around us by re-
ducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and just to think about
it globally- the benefits of this
project,” said Youngblood.

Youngblood shared she
understands the opposition
and concerns about the proj-
ect, and reassures that the
geology in South Hadley is
ideal for this kind of drilling
work; however, concerns are
still being heard and taken se-
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riously.

Central Service Station,
the gas station formerly occu-
pying the site where the Hub
is planned to be contructed,
was closed in the 2000s, and
the college has been working
alongside the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental
Protection to ensure it is safe
to use.

There have been no re-
strictions, and the site is cur-
rently being used as a parking
lot for the school. They also
did soil testing in 2024 while
investigating the site.

Ten feet below the sur-
face, gases were discovered,
but the digging and laying
for the Hub would only dis-
turb the first four to six feet
of the ground, and the school
and MA DEP are confident it
won’t disturb the gases.

MHC will file with Mass
DEP before construction to
alert them of the beginning of
the project and to ensure they
are following all DEP regula-
tions.

To be careful, a licensed
site professional will come
in to observe all earthwork
for compliance, and use best
practices for design to putin a
venting system in case vapors
enter the building.

“We don’t anticipate dis-
turbing contaminated soils,
but we are taking these ex-
tra mitigation steps to en-
sure compliance with all
Mass DEP regulations,” said
Youngblood.

An environmental con-
sultant stated that any gas
vapors that might enter the

building might be vented out,
but the level is less than what
is produced by cars passing
by on the street, and if over
time testing indicates that
the levels are higher than that
allowed by MA DEP, then
there’s another safeguard
that would be put into place
through filtration

“The opposition is under-

standable. I think thoughtful-
ly reaching out to our abutters
earlier would have fostered
some more time for under-
standing,” said Youngblood.
“We’re committed to contin-
ued outreach and to listen-
ing.”
MHC believes that push-
ing the Geothermal Hub to a
later date will allow for there
to be more communication
and interaction with abutters
so that they can be informed
every step of the way. It also
allows the college to take
some time to revisit some oth-
er sites, as well as revisit the
facade of the building.

“I’'m hopeful that through
continued outreach and in-
formation sharing, we can
address the concerns that we
have not been able to yet,”
said Youngblood.

“Mount Holyoke’s legacy
is global thinking, taking ac-
tion, and I am most excited to
see the amount of opportuni-
ties it will give for research
and student engagement, and
we’ve been able to do that
through a test bore for geolo-
gy, as well as students learing
about restoration of areas we
disturb, and to teach students
how to talk about it so that
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The drilling rig is surrounded by acoustical sound panel walls.

they feel its their project, and
not being done to them,” said
Youngblood.

Mount Holyoke College is
not the only college taking on
the geothermal energy proj-
ect, as colleges in Amherst
and Easthampton are also
working towards carbon neu-
trality.

“It’s fascinating what is
happening. We are a small
liberal arts college in Mas-
sachusetts, and we are doing

our part to step up and ad-
dress climate change,” said
Youngblood.

The school has a dedicat-
ed email address for those
who wish to reach out with
questions, and can expect to
hear a response within a day
or two by contacting geother-
mal@mtholyoke.edu.  You
can also visit their website to
learn more about the project
at  https://www.mtholyoke.
edu/geothermal-project.

GAYLORD from page 1

Musical entertainment for
the evening was provided by
classical guitarist Malgorzata
Lach.

Prior to the pandemic this
event had been going on for
many years. After a long hia-
tus, partly due to the pandem-
ic, the event was revived in
2024.

This is only the second
year the event has been held
outside to be made more ac-
cessible to everyone.

The two main focuses of
the fundraising are to help the
library restore and preserve
their many historical artifacts
and to make the library more
accessible to everyone.

Van Winkle’s favorite part
of the night was the wildflower
bouquets on the tables. All of
the flowers were native flow-
ers from people’s back yards.

Van Winkle said that the
flowers were a reminder to not
overthink things. The commit-
tee members were trying to
think of what table decorations
they could solicit for dona-
tions, but ended up going with
this beautiful idea instead.

The flower arrangements
also draw attention to the
flowering Pollinator Demon-

stration Garden.

The pollinator garden is
just one of the many ways the
library is bringing resources to
the community to further edu-
cate everyone.

The library is also trying
to give community members
access to local historical doc-
uments.

Gaylord is a historical
gem. Part of what makes the
library so special are the many
historical documents and arti-
facts that they have.

Many of these pieces need
to be restored and preserved.
Because the library lost a large
grant that was meant to be for
preserving these artifacts now
they need to find a new way to
fund the care of these histori-
cal pieces.

The special guest speaker
was town historian Leo La-
bonte. He is a member of the
historic division as well as a
profound lover of history.

Labonte genuinely loves
libraries and how ancient they
are as well as their striking ar-
chitecture.

Labonte was brought in to
showcase the cemetery behind
the library and discuss the
important history behind the
library.

People often forget that
there is a cemetery behind the

Leo Labonte.

Katie Van Winkle introduces the evening and guest speaker
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library and most people don’t
know that the library ground
used to be a much larger cem-
etery many years ago.

“I want to take [John Pres-
ton] out of the shadows and
bring him into the light,” said
Labonte. John Preston is the
remaining person who is bur-
ied in the Gaylord Memorial
Library cemetery.

The rest of the cemetery
was moved so that the library
could be built where it stands
today thanks to John Preston,
who donated the land.

“We can’t let history slide
off into the sunset,” said La-
bonte.

Van Winkle wants people
to remember how important
libraries are to communities
like ours. “Libraries have al-
ways been a huge part of my
family,” said Van Winkle.

The library was also very
special to many other people
including Jane Johnson. John-
son is thrilled to see people
supporting and valuing the li-
brary.

Johnson has so many mem-
ories from participating in the
summer reading program to
studying there as a college
student. “We want to keep the
doors of the library open,” said
Johnson.

for the night.
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Aldenville Post 337 falls to Monson

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE— During the
past several years, all the Dis-
trict 3 Legion baseball teams
qualified for the playoffs. That

won’t be the case this sum-
mer. Only the top six teams in
the standings will qualify for
the Legion playoffs,

Two days after having
their season opener at North
Adams Post 125 postponed

Memphis Hertas gets ready to receive a pitch.

=T e

due to rain, Monson Post 241
defeated Aldenville Post 337,
4-2, at Szot Park in Chicopee,
last Wednesday night.

“There isn’t going to be
a Western Mass. playoff this
year,” said Monson manag-

er Steve Tripp. “The top six
teams will qualify for the
State tournament. Every game
that you play during the regu-
lar season is very important.”
The first-place team in the
District 3 standings will be

hosting one of the
pods in the prelim-
inary round of the
double elimina-
tion state tour-
nament. There

are going to

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Brandon Carillon grabs
the bounding ball.
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Lions edge

Tigers in
PVSSL
action

SOUTH HADLEY - Neigh-
boring towns were in action in
the opening week of the Pioneer
Valley Summer Soccer League
defeated
South Hadley in the A Divi-
sion last Friday evening 2-1 on
the turf at South Hadley High
School. Both teams will return to

play. Ludlow girls

action this week.

Cara Dean keeps play moving.

Kiana Ramos tries to corral a

pass.

Kelcey Zraunig winds up for a pass.

Pioneers bhattle to draw with Black Rock

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—While  the
Western Mass. Pioneers ha-
ven’t lost a home match this
season, their faithful support-
ers have celebrated just one
victory at historic Lusitano
Stadium.

The only meeting of the
regular season between Black
Rock FC and the Pioneers
ended in a 1-1 draw before a
large crowd, last Friday night.

“We do have a lot of qual-
ity players, and we always try
to strive for excellence,” said
Pioneers defender Aidan Kel-
ly, who’s also the team’s first
year captain. “It’s always dis-

appointing whenever we drop
points, especially at home.
Hopefully, we can get a result
in our next match at Vermont.
We just need to keep working
hard.”

The soccer teams in the
USL League Two earn three
points for a victory and one
point for a tie.

The Pioneers (5-0-2) had
a total of 17 points after their
first seven matches. They’re
battling Vermont Green FC
(5-0-1, 16 points) for first
place in the Northeast Divi-
sion standings.

The first meeting of the
2025 regular season between
the two rivals was scheduled
to take place at Virtue Field in

Burlington, Vermont on Tues-
day night.

The Western Mass. squad
will be hosting Vermont in
their final match of the regu-
lar season on July 11.

The Pioneers also played
a 1-1 tie in the home opener
on May 23 against Seacoast
United Phantoms, who are
the defending USL League
Two champions. Their only
home win came against New
England FC, 4-1, on June 6.

“We dominated tonight’s
game, but we couldn’t put
away our chances,” said Pi-
oneers head coach Federico
Molinari. “Sometimes you
can score a goal on four or
five shots. Sometimes you

take many shots and don’t
score any goals. It’s just part
of the game.”

Black Rock hasn’t cele-
brated a victory at Lusitano
Stadium since the 2018 reg-
ular season. The two squads
did play a scoreless draw at
the old stadium in 2023.

Kelly, who joined the Pio-
neers a year ago, is from Bel-
fast, Northern Ireland. He’ll
be a senior on the UMass
men’s soccer team in the fall.
The Minutemen men’s soccer
coach is Fran O’Leary, who’s
a native of Dublin, Ireland.

“My college coach is from
Ireland,” Kelly said. “He’s the

Please see PIONEERS, page 8

Mutiny gets shutout
of Racing Power FC

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Sole pos-
session of first place in the
UW.S. East Conference
standings was at stake enter-
ing the first ever meeting on
the soccer pitch between Rac-
ing Power FC USA and the
New England Mutiny.

After a scoreless opening
half, the Mutiny scored three
second half goals en route to
a 3-0 shutout victory at Lu-
sitano Stadium, last Saturday
night.

“We played very well for
the entire game,” said Mutiny
head coach Federico Moli-
nari. “We finally scored a few
goals in the second half.”

The Mutiny had a perfect
5-0-0 record following their
third shutout win of the sea-
son. They only allowed two
goals in their first five regular
season matches.

The Mutiny are hoping
to finish in first place for the
fourth time since 2019. They
lost to the Santa Clarita Blue
Heat in the United Women’s
Soccer Championship match
a year ago in a shootout. It
was their only loss of 2024.

Racing Power FC (4-1-0)
outscored their first four op-
ponents, 19-0. They only had
four subs for the road match,
including the back-up goalie.

Cat Perez, who was born

in Bogotd, Colombia, was
the Mutiny’s starting goalie
for the first time this season.
She was also a member of her
country’s soccer team which
competed in the 2024 Sum-
mer Olympics games in Paris,
France. She has also played
for Team Boca Blast of the
WPSL.

Chloe Laizer, who re-
cently graduated from West
Springfield High School, re-
placed Perez 15 minutes into
the second half.

The duo didn’t have to
make very many saves against
Racing Power, who’s an af-
filiate of the Portugal’s Pro
women’s team.

The Mutiny starting de-
fenders were Rachel Marchi-
ni, Aida Name, Anna Carson,
and Laci Lewis, who’s the
team captain.

Name, who  graduat-
ed from Belchertown High
School, will be a junior on the
University of Rhode Island
women’s soccer team this fall.

Another defender listed
on the Mutiny roster is Ky-
lie Ray. She played soccer
at Minnechaug Regional for
legendary head coach Nundi
Goncalves. Ray is currently a
member of the women’s soc-
cer team at Seton Hall Uni-
versity.

Tennessee Murphy, who

Please see MUTINY, page 8
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Jenna Kalwa pops up a pass forward.
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MUTINY from page 7

lives in Monson, scored her
first goal in a Mutiny home
match during the 63rd min-
ute.

The scoring play began
when Lewis launched a cross-
ing pass into the box from the
right touchline. After the ball
took a high bounce, Murphy
headed it into the back of the
net past goalie Riley Melen-
dez.

“We knew that tonight’s
opponent was a very good
team,” said Murphy, who
scored her first two goals of
the season on the road. “It
was a perfect cross from Laci.
When I saw the ball go over
the defender, I was a little bit
nervous because I didn’t want
to miss a scoring chance. Af-
ter I headed the ball into the
net, it was a very good feel-
ing.”

Three minutes later, the
Mutiny were given a penalty
kick following a foul in the

box.

Chioma Okafor, who’s a
member of the UConn wom-
en’s soccer team, blasted a
shot into the lower left corner
of the net giving the home
team a 2-0 advantage.

Murphy, who’s a first-year
member of the Mutiny, as-
sisted on the third goal in the
79th minute.

After dribbling around a
couple of defenders, Murphy
made a short pass to Avery
Klingensmith, who finished
off the play by putting a shot
into the right corner.

“T used to play against Av-
ery when we played in the Pi-
oneer Valley Summer Soccer
League,” Murphy said. “It’s
been a lot of fun being team-
mates with her on this soccer
team. She’s an outstanding
player.”

Klingensmith, who’s
from Belchertown, will be a
senior on the American Uni-
versity women’s soccer team.
During her outstanding high

TOWN Reminder

school career, Klingensmith
was selected to the All-Amer-
ican team by the United Soc-
cer Coaches.

Murphy, who transferred
to the Loomis-Chaffee School
four years ago, received the
same honor last fall.

“My older sister, Brooke,
was also an All-American
and it was a very special hon-
or for me. I really didn’t ex-
pect it, but it was a lot of fun
celebrating the accomplish-
ment with my family,” said
Murphy, who’s entering her
senior year at Loomis. “T've
also committed to play soccer
at Bucknell University. It’s a
small school and I really like
the soccer team. I think it’s a
very good fit for me.”

The Mutiny are scheduled
to play a road match against
the Maine Footy on Saturday
night before facing the NJ Al-
liance in the regular season
home finale at Spm on June
29.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Avery Klingensmith, of Belchertown, navigates through traffic.

Aida Name of Chicopee gets in action for the
Mutiny last weekend.
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Bella Meadows traps the ball on defense.

POST 337 from page 7

be a total of seven pods with
four teams each. The winner
of each pod, along with Quin-
cy Morrisette Post 294, will
advance to the Final Eight
Team Department Champi-
onship Tournament, which
will be held at Adams Field in
Quincy from July 26-30.

The Northeast Region
One Tournament will be held
at Holy Cross College in
Worcester.

Brayden Mega, who grad-
uated from Pathfinder Tech,
was the winning pitcher for
Monson against Aldenville.
The righthander went the dis-
tance allowing two runs on
just three base hits. He issued
two walks and recorded six
strikeouts.

“We received an outstand-
ing pitching performance
from Brayden Mega,” Tripp
said. “This is the third year
that he’s been playing for us,
and he has improved each
year. We do have several oth-
er very good pitchers on this
year’s team.”

Monson’s other pitchers
are Austin Meacham (Monson
High School), Nate Kaczuw-
ka (Ware High School), and
Liam McGrath (Quaboag
Regional), who’s a first-year
member of the Legion team.

Mega, who won five
games for the Pioneers this
past spring, will be playing
college baseball at Monroe
University, which is in New
York City. Their baseball
team competes at the NJCAA
Division I level.

Mega can also play for the
Legion team again next sum-
mer.

“I just wanted us to win
our season opener,” Mega
said. “I was feeling very good
out on the mound, especially
after my teammates gave me
an early 4-0 lead.”

Aldenvile (2-1) began the
Legion season with a 9-1 road
win against the Wilbraham
Falcons.

A year ago, Aldenville lost
to Belchertown in the District
3 championship game.

Righthander Justin
Moskal, who was the ace of
the South Hadley High School

pitching staff this past spring,
didn’t receive very much sup-
port from his defense against
Monson.

The majority of the Alden-
ville players are from South
Hadley.

Monson second baseman
Miguel Velasquez led off the
second inning with an infield
hit. Then Kaczuwka, who
started at third base, bounced
into a 6-4 fielder’s choice
play and catcher Shane Szado
drew a walk.

After stealing third base,
Kaczuwka scored the game’s
first run following a throwing
error by the catcher.

“Nate is a fantastic base
runner,” Tripp said. “He has
very good baseball instincts.
You can always count on him
to do the right thing.”

With one-out in the fourth,
Kaczuwka reached first base
following a fielding error.
Szado and right fielder Jar-
ett Skowyra followed with
walks, which loaded the bas-
es. Then McGrath hit a foul
pop-up which was caught by
first baseman Matt Drobiak.
He threw the ball to catch-
er Memphis Huertas, but the
runner at first base broke to-
wards second on the play.
Kaczuwka crossed the plate
following a run down. An
infield hit by center fielder
Jason Mumper scored Mon-
son’s third run. Another run
scored on a throwing error,
which gave the visiting team
a 4-0 lead.

Aldenville cut the deficit
in half with a two-out rally in
the bottom of the fifth inning.

Shortstop Brandon Car-
illon was hit-by-a-pitch, and
third baseman Alex Savlick
walked. One run scored on a
double by centerfielder Noah
Carillon. Drobiak also drove
home a run with a single into
center field.

Mega would then retire
the final seven Aldenville bat-
ters of the game, which gave
Monson its first win of the
Legion season.

“We just made several
costly mistakes in tonight’s
game,” said Aldenville man-
ager Mason Scott. “We did
battle back after following be-
hind 4-0. We’re now looking

forward to playing Westfield.”
Aldenville squeaked out
an 8-7 win at Westfield Post
124 last Friday night
On the same night, Mon-

son suffered an 11-3 loss to
East Springfield Post 420 in
their first home game at Le-
gion Field in Palmer.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Justin Moskal delivers a pitch home.

Alex Savlick goes after a grounder.

PIONEERS from page 7

main reason why I decided to
play soccer at UMass. It has
been a great three years there
and I have one more left. I'm
really looking forward to it.”

Kelly replaced Nicholas
Oberrauch as the Pioneers
captain.

“I learned a lot from
Nicholas last year,” Kelly
added. “I was honored when
Federico told me that I was
going to be the captain of this
year’s team. I’m very glad to
be leading this group of play-
ers.”

Kelly is also a starting
defender, along with Jared
Smith, Jaiden Willems, and
Juan Hermoso.

Kelly and Smith com-
bined to score what turned
out to be the only Pioneers
goal against Black Rock
following a corner kick two
minutes into the opening
half.

Israel Neto booted the
ball into the box from the left
corner. Kelly tapped the ball
over to Smith, who fired a
wide open shot into the back
of the net for his first career
goal with the Pioneers.

“We’ve been working on
set pieces at practice,” Kel-
ly said. “I got my foot on
the ball and luckily Jared
was there to take a shot. I'm
very glad that he scored his
first career goal in tonight’s

match.”

Black Rock scored the
equalizer on a header by Koki
Hamada in the 10th minute.

Western Mass.  goal-
ie Cam Hall didn’t have to
make very many saves during
the final 80 minutes of the
match.

At the other end of the
field, the Pioneers had seven
more corner kicks during the
final 35 minutes of the open-
ing half, but they were unable
to score.

With 15 minutes remain-
ing in the half, Mamadi Ji-
ana, who’s a former member
of the Chicopee High School
boys’ varsity soccer team,
stole the ball away from a
Black Rock player. He then
took a shot from inside the
box, which sailed high over
the crossbar.

The score was deadlocked
1-1 at halftime.

The Pioneers had several
more scoring chances in the
second half, but they could
put the ball into the net past
goalie Benjamin Diffley.

With less than two min-
utes remaining in the contest,
Kelly made a sliding tackle
breaking up a breakaway op-
portunity for Black Rock.

The visiting team didn’t
have any other shots on goal,
and the score was still tied
when referee Fabio Cardoso
blew his whistle for the final
time.
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Granby Library’s Youth Summer Reading Program Is Here! June 20 - August 8

GRANBY - Join the club!
We are excited to announce
The Granby Library’s free
Summer Reading Program for
2025, “Level Up at Your Li-
brary” which starts on June 20!

We have fun activities and
great prizes to win. Kids birth
through age 11 can sign up
at the Children’s Desk and
get a folder (which they keep
all summer) including a log
sheet, calendar of events and
more. Reading 15 minutes a
day helps prevent learning loss
over the summer.

Read (or be read to) any-
thing you want from home or
on the go, simply mark off on
the included log calendar for
each day that you read for 15
minutes (read 10 min. to the
youngest participants)!

All participants get a free
book, free Cindy’s Ice Cream
cone coupon prize pack when
they log 25 days of reading.
Participants can stop in for raf-
fle tickets for our weekly raffle
baskets and stickers to decorate
their folders.

The completed reading log
is kid’s entry to the two main
prizes - $175. gift certificate
for Mystic Aquarium & sea fun
puzzle/ book and a $100 gift
certificate for Magic Wings &
a butterfly hatchery set.

Summer Reading Kick
Off: BINGO for Books&
Ice Cream too! June 20 at
2pm. Enjoy some Bingo fun
& a sweet treat! Pre-register to
come by stopping in or calling
the library.

Level Up with Laughter
June 20- 28

Ed Popielarczyk Friday,
June 27 at 11 am.

Join us for a magical come-
dy show with Ed Popielarczyk
where the audience makes the
magic happen! Drop in this
week to Chalk the Walk” out-
side with silly pictures. Create
your own comic strip and pick
up a joke book, and Guess How
Many Marbles are in the Jar.

Ages 4 & up 6/20- 7/1 This
week’s raffle basket is “It’s all
fun and games” themed.

Level Up with Cats vs Dogs
July 1-5

Who reigns supreme - Cats
or Dogs?

What say you kids? Vote
and tell us who your favorite
book character dog or cat is
too! Bring your plush pet to
the vet! Visit our Pet Vet Sta-
tion and give your plush pet a
checkup. We will have stuffies
on hand too. Paint a cat or dog
with water this week, drop in!
This week’s raffle book bundle/
basket is cat & dog themed.

Silly Pet Photo Con-
test Capture your pet on cam-
era looking silly! Photos will
be voted on & the silliest pet in
photo will win a $50.gift cer-
tificate for Granby Grain. Drop
off /email a photo through Au-
gust 1 to: janicemcardlegpl @
gmail.com

Don’t fur-get! “Reading
Buddies” is bark at the library!
It’s a grrreat, low-stress way to
gain confidence in your read-
ing. For kids in K & up. Sign
up for a slot: June 12 & 26 and
July 10 & 24.

Summer CFCE Playgroups:
Wednesdays July 9 through

August 13 at 10:30 a.m.
Level Up with Sea Life July
8-12

Celebrate everything ocean.
Drop in to make a seahorse
marker mosaic and visit our
“Shell-ter” to adopt a shell July
10 -12. Take home a DIY mini
dough sea scene. Guess how
many sharks are in the jar too!
This week’s raffle basket is sea
themed. When you check out a
sea themed book receive an ex-
tra raffle ticket for this week’s
basket. 1 extra ticket per child.
Level Up with Yeti and Uni-

corns July 15- 19

Mythological creatures
are fun to read about! It’s all
about them this week. Drop in
crafts on July 16th are adorable
Yarn Yetis and magical Flower
Crowns. Weeklong: Guess how
many unicorns are in the jar?
and Hunt for Magical Crea-
tures too! This week we have
2 raffle baskets: One Unicorn
basket and one Yeti basket.

Level Up with Games July
22-26

Minecraft Madness!! with
Jungle Jim Friday, July 25 at
11 am.

A fast-paced, interactive
show that brings the world of
Minecraft to life with: Build-
ing Block Madness Tour-
nament, Balloon Firework
Rocket Show, Zombie Chase
Challenge & an Awe-inspiring
giant 6-foot balloon finale. You
don’t want to miss this!Week-
long Minecraft table. Play
“Findcraft.” This week’s raffle
basket is Minecraft themed.

Level Up with Superheroes
July 29- August 2

Lego Superheroes Wednes-
day, July 30 3pm. Create a
Superhero or Dogman (he’s a
hero too) Lego mosaic using a
pattern card. Pre-register, space
is limited. Kids keep the Lego.
Ages 4 & up Drop in to col-
or a Dog Man sheet & make
a Dog Man badge July 30-
Aug.2. Enter a superhero raffle
with your weekly raffle ticket.

Guess What Book is in the
Jar July 16 - 30

If you guess what book is
shredded in the jar you win a
“munch & play” prize basket!

Would You Rather - “Ice
Cream Edition” July 22 -
August 2

Fill out a “Would you
Rather” sheet for a chance to
win free ice cream! Sheets for
younger & older kids.

Drop in crafts are all “while
supplies last.”

Stop in or call the library
at 413-467-3320 during open
hours to pre-register for pro-
grams.

Granby Library hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Fri-
day from 10:30 am. to 5:30
p-m., Thursday 10:30 a.m. to 7
p.m., and Saturday 10:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. Check out “Gran-
by Library Children’s Room”
page on Facebook for updates
& news!

Teen “Got Summer Reading
Program” at the Granby
Library
June 20 - August 22, 2025,
for students entering grades
7-12

Teens, read your required
Summer Reading books or just
for fun books and you’ll have

a chance to win one of several
great prizes at the Granby Li-
brary!

You may also buy a great
book from a special selection,
with 1 raffle ticket. For each
book you read this summer,
teens fill out a raffle ticket in
the teen room. Keep track of
the books you read on a “Got
Summer reading” sheet that
you pick up at the library or
download on our website un-
der “Young Adult.” Bring this
sheet into the library after
you’ve read 1 book for a free
coupon for a Cindy’s Drive In
ice cream cone.

Teens, also come on in &
cool down this summer, there’s
always something to do in the
Young Adult Room. Check out
the craft & board game cart,
plus the following activities!
RUBBER DUCK COSPLAY

Friday, June 27 at 4 p.m.

We’re making ducks into
famous characters. Summer
is here! Sun’s out, wings out!
Using paint, Sharpies, clay...
We’ll transform our ducks with
fun costumes. Rubber ducks
have fandoms, too! Decorate
your duck any way you choose.
Ages 12- 18. Drop in.

Play “Would You Rather?
Pizza Edition! July 8 - Au-
gust 22

It’s all about the slice...
win free pizza! Pizza stick-
er sheets, guessing jar - How
many slices of pizza gummies
are in the jar? Drop in to play!
1 time per teen.

Unmask the Title of the
Shredded Book in the Jar...
what’s its true identity?

Win a
Through July.
Summer Long ~ June 20 -
August 22

Build the Granby Li-
brary Lego Tower Each time
you stop in grab a handful of
Lego, add to the tower. How
high can we go?

Help us build an art gallery!

Create a post it note master-
piece and add it to our collec-
tion. We are excited to see what
you can make on a tiny square!
Summer long.

Weekly Drop-In Activities
in the Young Adult Room &
Take Home Crafts

New crafts start on the fol-
lowing dates & go until we run
out of craft items.

Check our calendar for
newly added activities!

June 20 on: Drop in to col-
or by sticker. Take Home Craft
Kits - Paint your own book-
mark . Guessing Jar - How
many Harry Potter gummies
are in the jar?

July 8 on: Drop in to
scratch art a bookmark. Take
Home Craft Kits - Perler bead
bracelets.

July 19 on: Drop in to cre-
ate “Black Out Poetry”. Take
Home Craft Kits - sand man-
dala.

August 2 on: Drop in for
DIY duct tape fun. Guessing
Jar - Twin Snake Gummies.
Take Home Craft Kits -Junk
Journal Kit.

**] of each activity per
teen 11-18 yrs. while supplies
last.

goodie Dbasket!

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR

LOCAL
TRUSTED
RELIABLE
DEPENDABLE

TREE WORK

PRO

OVERHEAD DOORS

TRAILER SALES

B Tree Removal

B Crane Service
B Storm Damage
B Stump Grinding

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

ROOFS

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate ® Copper ® Architectural Shingles ® Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Iice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Gell 413-237-9434 =

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

4
Trusted Name Since 1982

Call Today for Professional Installation

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

INSURANCE

ARBELLA

INSURANCE

www.moultoninsurance.com
M OULTON Insurance Agency
BUSINESS ¢ AUTO ¢ HOME e LIFE

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate » On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
413-967-3327

@llﬂi/eﬂJ

(7272775

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

Ware

YANKEE

TRAILER

SALES

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

www.yankeetrailersales.com

SALES:
Enclosed
Utility
Dump
Equipment

GLASS

GLASS

AUTO - HOME « COMMERCIAL
450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

YANKEEGLASS.COM
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted.
Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage hunting,
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising,
motorcycles, clothing. Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-

sured. Licensed #22882A.
Mike 413-210-9140.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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Call us at 413.283.8393

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

PAINTING

B&D PAINTING - Home improvement
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates.
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List.
413-727-9846.

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser
vice call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

413-351-1147
PLUMBING
LANDSCAPING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &

A+ ROZELL'S HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
LANDSCAPING & ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
BOBCAT SERVICE steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Excavator Services Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming, pruning, de-
sign, deliveries, loader, backhoe. Insured.
Professional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

OR

ABLE

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVIC
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 g | 22 | 28 | 24 "
25 Baszfre | 26 Baseprics| 27 Bass s | 28 Bass i
29 Beanse | 30 Barso| 31 Binso| 32 Besamo0
33 Bt | 34 Bt | 39 Betsaey| 36 B a0
37 B anso | 38 Bt | 39 Biamso| 40 Besan00
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = §
Credit Card: [ MasterCard Q VISA [ Discover a Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccw
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

m

vest M vomms
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD!

”

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

WEST
SPRINGFIELD

WE’RE HIRING!
SUFFIELD LUMBER

INSIDE SALES MANAGER
WANTED
*FULL TIME POSITION
1-860-668-5530

Job Description —

Responsibilities and Duties:

* Answer phones

* Software proficiency

* Opening and closing store

* Handling customers

* Order stock

* Stock inventory and shelves,

* Schedule deliveries

¢ Dealing with cash

* Quoting material for jobs

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications
for a FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immediately.
Visit www.hampdenpolice.com
for more information. EOE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FORRENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

 TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC

$12.50 Each

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.
com/photo-request

Subscribe Today!

Turley([‘)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Parents launch fundraiser to save marching band staff jobs

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - Fac-
ing deep budget cuts that
threaten the future of South
Hadley High School’s march-
ing band, the South Hadley
Music Parents Association
(SHMPA) has launched a tar-
geted fundraising campaign
to preserve critical staff roles
within the program. The Tiger
Pride Marches On campaign
aims to raise nearly $5,000 to
fund stipends for the band’s
Assistant Director and Fall
Percussion Arranger.

“The  South  Hadley
Marching Band is the first
musical ensemble many stu-
dents are involved with during
the school year, and often in
their entire high school ca-
reers,” said Lisa Beauchemin,

president of SHMPA. “It’s a
wonderful, musical commu-
nity that operates more like a
family.”

Due to recent budgetary
constraints, the school district
has eliminated the $3,253 sti-
pend for the assistant band di-
rector and the $1,450 stipend
for the fall percussion arrang-
er. These roles are essential,
especially as the district con-
solidates its middle and high
school music programs under
a single teacher, now respon-
sible for all ensembles across
two schools.

“They need these positions
to be able to run a marching
band this fall,” Beauchemin
emphasized.

SHMPA hopes the com-
munity will rally behind
the effort. Donations can be
made online through the cam-

Yoga at Stanley Park

WESTFIELD - Yoga will
be starting for the 2025 sea-
son on Thursday evenings
beginning May 8 through
Aug. 21 from 6 to 7 p.m., on
the Acre Lawn next to the
Pavilion Annex. Please join
certified instructor Michelle
Gagnon, as she leads the yoga
classes. This class is for all
levels of yoga practitioners,
and all abilities are welcome.
The poses are foundational,
and modifications are always
available. As a class we will
harness the power of our

breath in alignment with the
movement of our bodies.
Children 10 and up are
welcome accompanied by an
adult. Please bring your own
mat and any props as needed,
wear comfortable and stretchy
clothes. Prepare to strengthen,
stretch your body, and open
your minds. Bring lots of

water (you might also want a
small towel). Pre-registration
is strongly encouraged.
Donations to the Park are
welcome, with a suggested
donation of $5 per person per

paign’s Givebutter page at
https://givebutter.com/Tiger-
pride, via the SHMPA web-
site southhadleymusic.org, or
by mailing checks to SHMPA
at PO Box 63, South Hadley,
MA 01075.

Beyond staffing, the orga-
nization typically raises funds
for scholarships, band sup-
plies, pit musicians for school
musicals, and transportation
costs. However, Beauchemin
noted, “These stipends are
well above what we would
typically be able to support,
so we’re looking to the com-
munity for additional help.”

Students have also stepped
up to advocate for their pro-
gram. Since learning about
the campaign, they’ve been
promoting it across social
media platforms for the col-
or guard, marching band, and

school theater group, the Har-
lequins. “They are involved
in our fundraisers whenever
possible,” said Beauchemin.

The marching band is
deeply rooted in the South
Hadley community, with
alumni  stretching  across
generations. It performs at
football games, local pa-
rades—including Holyoke’s
St. Patrick’s Day Parade and
Northampton’s Pulaski Day
Parade—and  competitions
throughout New England.

“Marching band teach-
es discipline and teamwork,
which are important life skills
for all students to learn,”
Beauchemin said. “It’s hard
to go anywhere in town and
not run into someone who
was in the band.”

SHMPA'’s vision goes be-
yond short-term fixes. The

class.

Registration forms are
available on our website at
www.stanleypark.org and will
also be available at class. You

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

« Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333
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XS In observance of July 4th,
the Classifieds have an
EARLY AD DEADLINE.
To advertise,
place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3
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In observance of July 4th,
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EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice
no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3
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may sign up on our website,
by e-mailing us for the regis-
tration form at development @
stanleypark.org, or register at
the Park at your first class.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each ad-
vertiser is request-
ed to check their
advertisement
the first time it
appears. This pa-
per will not be

responsible for
more than one
corrected inser-

tion, nor will be li-
able for any error
in an advertise-
ment to a greater
extent than the
cost of the space
occupied by the
item in the adver-
tisement.

group still has hopes to rein-
troduce instrumental music at
the 4th grade level, a program
lost in previous years. “We see
enrollment decreasing in the
band program, not because
students are not interested,
but because we are not reach-
ing them at the right time,”’
Beauchemin explained. “To
have a robust band program,
we must reach students in el-
ementary school. As students
get older, it becomes difficult
to fit it into their schedules,
especially when trying to ac-
commodate a rigorous aca-
demic course load. We’d like
to see the district commit to
not only reinstituting these
stipends, but also build a rea-
sonable plan to offer band to
students in at least 4th grade
and work toward increasing
the number of staff supporting

] '

A

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» |f so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community

the music programs in town.”

Within the first five days
of launching the fundraiser,
the campaign raised $3,155—
a promising sign that South
Hadley is listening. “Thank
you to all those who have
supported and plan to sup-
port,” Beauchemin said. “We
appreciate you.”

She added, “For the past
several years, the valedicto-
rian at South Hadley High
has been an active member of
the music program. The mu-
sic students are leaders and
top academic performers and
that’s not a coincidence. Mu-
sic is a worthy and essential
investment for our students
and for the communities they
are a part of.”

\\E\\’
\NANTED

newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Turle b

Pub||cat|ons Inc

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com
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Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Children gomg around the Ferris Wheel at hlgh speeds

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
A festival truck serving desserts like cotton candy, candied
apples, and popcorn.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Tim and Nita Abbott with the Friends of Granby’s Parks &
Recreation holding a raffle for two handmade raised flower
beds.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Two young children participate in a skeeball-like game while
their grandfather watches.

TOWN Reminder

CHARTER from page 1

Lead Food Brewing also had their beer tent, which was
there for the first time this year, and many people stopped by to
enjoy some craft brews.

There was an animal show and a mini animal show, and the
Northeast Kingdom Express drove around to give rides.

Charter Days is made possible by the community coming
together and helping to make it happen.

“I love the fact that so many people in the community are
willing to come out and help our fully volunteer committee
make the weekend exciting for everyone by also volunteer-
ing to help with everything from parking, trash, and bathroom
maintenance,” said Guevin. “Everyone gives their hard work
and time to help out. It makes me feel great to know the com-
munity is behind the entire committee.”

Members of the Charter Days Committee: Chair Randy
Guevin, Glenn Durham, Steve Sabourin, Jon Szymonik, Martin
Laliberte, Kim Kibbie, Dan Paquin, Leora Bergeron, Amanda
Paquin, and Crystal Dufresne.

“In the future, we look forward to making the event even
more enjoyable for all of our community and the surrounding
communities around us,” said Guevin.

Sponsors included Polish National Credit Union, Wheeler
& Taylor ( Jubenville Insurance), Laflamme Gardens, Dick-
inson Farm, Cote Cattle Company, Class Grass, and Everson
Construction, with a special thanks to: WM (Waste Manage-
ment), New England Paving, and Granby Grain.

“I would like to say thank you to everyone who helped out,
from our committee members to all of the volunteers in the
community. That without all of them, we would not have had
such a great event. Thank you to everyone,” said Guevin.

Charter Days is not only a celebration of the day Granby got
its Charter, but also a time to celebrate and remember the way
the community comes together, and works together, to create
something truly magical.

Turley photos by Murphy Fitts
Amy from Amy’s RT nine Bakery with an assortment of baked
goods.
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Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Teenagers Emma Murphy (left) and Telyn Kelly (right) fight to

the death on top of the bouncy house obstacle

Turley photos by Murphy Fitts
Kids get spun around with joy on the Twister.

Turley photos by Murphy Fitts
Baby calves Sully and Beans from Deere Creek Farm located in
Granby.

A customer receives a mac and cheese egg roll from a specialty egg roll food truck.

Spectators watch as one of the contestants steps up in one of the Tractor Pulls.

Turley photos by Murphy Fitts

Turley photos by Murphy Fltts

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bouncy House obstacle course with a variety of dlfferent themes and areas to explore for kids.

ol 4 |
Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

A wide variety of food trucks with flavors for every palate available.



