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SOUTH HADLEY - The 
town’s annual �reworks dis-
play and all the festivities that 
go with it will return to Mi-
chael E. Smith Middle School 
on Saturday, July 1. Rides, 
games, food, and other activ-
ities began at 6 p.m. with the 
�reworks display beginning 
around 9:30 p.m.

“This is the of�cial kick-
off for the summer for many 
families and for lots of people 
it’s a chance to see those you 
don’t often get to see,” said 
Andy Rogers, recreation di-
rector for South Hadley. “We 
have lots to do and the show 
is always fantastic.”  

This year’s event will 
feature several rides such as 
a scrambler, slide, bounce 
house, carousel and mini jet. 
Children can also play games 
at the game trailer, have their 
faces painted, climb a rock 
wall and join in a futsal soc-
cer game.

For families who have 
worked up an appetite, there 

By Matty Anderson
Staff Writer

manderson@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY– Know 
Your Town discussed communi-
ty, scholarships and the lingering 
effects of the pandemic. 

On Thursday afternoon, the 
South Hadley Public Library 

welcomed Know Your Town, a 
civic organization that has been 
active in the community for 
about 50 years. KYT promotes 
civic discussion and �nds new 
ways to deal with local issues. 

Joe Rodio, director of the li-
brary, said, “Know Your Town is 
a fantastic organization. They do 
important work and help inform 

the public about local issues.”  
Martha Terry, former president 
of KYT, explained, “This is our 
annual end of the year meeting; 
we do more than just meetings 
though, our purpose is to inform 
and educate, which we’ve done 

Family-fun 
Fireworks 
for the 
Fourth

Turley Photo by Matty Anderson
From left to right: Joan Rosna, Martha Terry and Patricia Kroske.

Know Your Town

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Moira Doolittle, a 2023 grad-
uate of South Hadley High 
School, has been awarded a 
$3,000 William J. Wagner 
Memorial Scholarship from 
the Chicopee Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation, an af-
�liate with West�eld Bank. 

Doolittle is one of 11 
highly deserving scholarship 
recipients from 12 local high 
schools that were invited to 
participate in the Founda-
tion’s 17th annual scholarship 
program. 

Moira graduated �rst in 
her class with a 4.7 GPA and 
was chosen as Class Valedic-
torian. She plans to attend 
Syracuse University in the 
Fall to study all aspects of 
theater production before set-

Doolittle 
awarded 
$3,000
scholarship

BELCHERTOWN — The 
MacDuf�e School held its 133rd 
Commencement Exercises in 
Abbey Chapel at Mount Holyoke 
College on Saturday, June 10. 

The 47 members of the Class 
of 2023 stood for their tradition-
al photo on the steps, processed 
through the Chapel and received 
their diplomas, as friends and 
family watched with pride.

Passion, honesty, and grati-
tude were the embedded themes 
of the Senior Speakers: Sara Av-
ery of Belchertown and Nathan 
Stevenson of Spring�eld. 

Head of School Steve Grif-
�n challenged the graduates to 
choose to lead, to continue to 
serve, and to make change. He 
referred to the Japanese concept 
of Kaisen, seeking big results 
from tiny, continuous chang-
es to daily habits. The Class of 
2023 chose long-serving teacher 
Joan O’Brien to be their Faculty 
Speaker. O’Brien retires this year 
after 28 years at MacDuf�e. She 
encouraged the graduates to take 

47 receive diplomas at MacDuffie 
School’s 133rd commencement

Class of 2023 Seven Year Seniors (back, from left): Reece 
Tramazzo of South Hadley, Gabe Shumway of Granby and Zachary 
Mavlouganes of Belchertown; and (front. From left): Alexa Wiesel 
of Granby), Jae Mason of South Hadley, Sophie Griffin of South 
Hadley) and Vivian O’Connor of Granby.Please see MACDUFFIE, page 3

Please see DOOLITTLE,
page 2

Learning the ins and outs of South Hadley
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There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-�e-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

South Hadley

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Selectboard is considering a 
new excise tax on short-term 
rentals within the town of South 
Hadley. 

Town Administrator Lisa 
Wong presented the new by-law 
as an extension of the prior con-
versation held at the joint MPIC 
and Planning Board meeting. 
This proposed excise tax will 
apply to not only hotels but also 
numerous different short-term 
living arrangements.  

The potential by-law targets 
‘professionally managed units,’ 
which are de�ned as ‘short-term 
rental units not located with-
in a single two or three family 
dwelling.’ This broad de�nition 
encompasses a variety of tem-
porary living arrangements, in-

cluding bed-and-breakfast busi-
nesses and even private rooms 
for rent.  

Jennifer Voyik, Assistant 
Superintendent of Finance and 
Business Operations, stated that 
the by-law will not only apply to 
new rental properties, but exist-
ing ones as well. 

This additional surcharge 
will retroactively apply to estab-
lished rental properties in town, 
payable as a state tax. From 
there, the collected funds will 
be redistributed to South Hadley 
during the �nancial quarter.  

But talks are still in their 
early stages. For the proposal to 
become law, it will need to pass 
two different approval process-
es. The �rst major hurdle will 
be a majority vote at the town 
meeting level, where the by-law 
will be presented as a six percent 
local room occupancy tax. 

If adopted, a separate vote 
will be held to extend wording 
to cover owner-occupied units. 
“So, I just want to say that the 
�rst vote, the general MGI, will 
apply to everything; including 
short-term rentals,” said Lisa 
Wong. She added that an addi-
tional three percent surcharge 
could be included down the line. 
But this additional proposed op-
tion would be treated as an ad-
dendum, which would require 
another separate vote to incor-
porate. 

Anticipating potential back-
lash, Jeff Cyr, Selectboard 
member, asked his peers what 
the proposed collected funds 
would be used for. According to 
Wong, money collected by the 
taxes would be redistributed to 
the town’s general fund.  

“I think the intent would be 
that it would cover any of the 

administrative burdens that we 
would have,” said Wong.  

She cited traf�c and public 
safety concerns as a potential 
use for the collected funds, al-
though remained vague on what 
was meant by “covering addi-
tional costs to the community.”    

Detractors remained skepti-
cal on the proposal. Cyr warned 
that such taxes could deter new 
businesses from starting in 
South Hadley. He disclosed that 
high tax rates forced a friend 
to close his side business in 
Northampton and cautioned that 
excessive fees might prompt po-
tential businesses to look else-
where for opportunities. 

Vice Chair Carol Constant 
said, “I personally am 100 per-
cent in favor of something like 
this. I think we’re going to get a 
lot of money because we’re just 
little old South Hadley.”

Nicole Casolari, Selectboard 
clerk argued that Longmeadow 
would be a perfect case study 
to determine �nancial impact, 
as the town just recently adopt-
ed the policy. By gathering data 
from a recent adoption, Casolari 
concluded, South Hadley would 
have an ideal sample size to 
monitor.  

For now, discussions are 
still in their early stages. Once 
policies are drafted, the propos-
als will be introduced to public 
hearings. 

Those opposed remain am-
bivalent about the future of 
such a by-law. “That’s the trou-
ble with taxes, you know,” said 
Constant. “Nobody wants to pay 
them but nobody wants to give 
up the services, either.”

“They just want to know 
where the money goes,” said 
Cyr.

Proposed short-term rental tax stirs controversy

tling into a speci�c discipline. 
Upon arrival, she plans to join 

the marching band. Moira states 
that she is unsure what the future 
may hold for her but knows she 
will work within the disciplines 
of theatre, production, and pos-
sibly teaching.

Heavily involved in the per-
forming arts throughout high 
school, Moira was named MVP 
of her school’s concert choir for 
two consecutive years and re-
ceived an Unsung Hero Award. 
In music and theatre, she was 
also named a two-time MVP and 
served as a drum captain. 

Moira was inducted into the 
National Honor Society, where 
she served as vice president. As 
a member of the Jazz Band, she 
went on to win Rookie of the 
Year as well as MVP. 

Working with Harlequins 
Theater, Moira served as a one-
act director earning “Best Show” 
honors while also serving as a 
stage manager and winning an-
other Unsung Hero Award. She 
also served as president of SH 
Improv and was a member of the 
school’s marching band. Outside 
of school, Moira remained con-
nected to theater as a member of 
the MESMS Drama Club where 

she served as a stage manager 
and a vocal coach. 

Moira also was a member of 
Exit 7 Theater as a stagehand. 
During a period of four months, 
she achieved over 70 hours in 
community service. 

Moira also held part-time 
jobs at Batch Ice Cream, as a 
team member and shift lead, and 
currently works at Frontera Grill 
as a server. Moira’s school coun-
selor described her as “having 
a can-do attitude and has never 
met a challenge she couldn’t 
overcome.”

The Chicopee Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation was es-
tablished in 2006, as a Private 
501c3 foundation, through a gift 
of stock from Chicopee Ban-
corp, Inc., valued then at $5.5 
million, upon the successful con-
version of Legacy Chicopee Sav-
ings Bank to a publicly traded 
company. Now in its seventeenth 
year, the Foundation has donated 
in excess of $6.2  million back 
into our local communities. 

The Foundation grants fund-
ing to quali�ed 501c3 organiza-
tions serving the communities of 
Chicopee, Ludlow, South  Had-
ley, Ware, West Spring�eld and 
their immediate surrounding 
communities.

In 2022, the Foundation’s 

Board of Directors humbly re-
named its scholarship award pro-
gram to the William J. Wagner 
Memorial Scholarship Program 
in recognition of the Founda-
tion’s founding President, who 
served in that capacity until his 

passing in 2021. Mr. Wagner was 
a community servant, who was 
notably passionate about helping 
youth succeed and lived by the 
old adage that, “What you do has 
far greater impact than what you 
say.” 

Through Mr. Wagner’s lead-
ership and since, the Foundation 
proudly awarded 137 academic 
scholarships totaling $409,000 
to eligible high school graduates.

DOOLITTLE from page 1

Moira Doolittle (center) displays the William J. Wagner Memorial Scholarship Award granted to her by 
the Chicopee Savings Bank Charitable Foundation.

Send Us Your  Photos!
townreminder@turley.com
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Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
Our Farmstand Is NOW OPEN!

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, 
Scallions, Squashes & Strawberries

Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, 
French Meat Pies, Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Fresh Polish Foods, 

Belchertown Maple Syrup, Variety of Local Maple Products, 
Caramel Corn Nuggets, Cream Pies, Ice Cream Products & Soup Mixes

Now Accepting EBT In Store!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794

www.dickinsonsfarm.com
Open: 

8am-7pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Family 
Owned & 

Operated 

Dickinson Farms & GreenhouseDickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Family 
Owned & 

Operated 

PYO Strawberries 
Call Our Farmstand 

For Information

cameronpainting.com
don@cameronpainting.com

253-2029

CAMERON
PAINTING
Painting, Staining & Restoration
Superior preparation for a long lasting job

Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured
Owner Supervised

CAMERON
PAINTING
CAMERON
PAINTING

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

The MacDuffie School Class of 2023 gathered before receiving their diplomas on June 10.

a course outside their discipline 
in college, to be brave, to hang 
onto their sense of humor, and to 

continue to shine their light.
Once the prizes were awarded 

and the diplomas given, every-
one joined in for the singing of 
the alma mater, “The Magnolia 
Song.” The graduates processed 

out of the chapel to “Summer 
Suns Are Glowing.” Refresh-
ments and photo opportunities 
were plentiful on the Brigham 
Hall lawn.

MACDUFFIE from page 1

will be six food trucks on site. 
Eventgoers can choose from a 
wide range of offerings: pulled 
pork sandwiches, brisket sand-
wiches, mac and cheese, lem-
onade, snow cones, ice cream, 
burgers and hot dogs - just to 
name a few.

A DJ and the community 
band will also be providing en-
tertainment throughout the eve-
ning up until the �reworks dis-
play begins.

Several vendors will be 
selling toys and candy to help 
children celebrate. All pro�ts 
will support the South Hadley 
High School cheerleading team, 
United Methodist Church, Girl 
Scouts and Boy Scouts.

This huge event takes many 
people to pull off successfully. 
Several sponsors return year af-
ter year to help support the event 
and the town.

“Our sponsors are awesome 
and this event wouldn’t happen 
without them,” said Rogers.  
“PeoplesBank has been sponsor-
ing this event for over 30 years 
and is always great to work with.  
SHELD not only makes a dona-
tion but also helps with some of 
the setup for the event and our 
department throughout the year.”

Before disbanding, the Li-
ons Club made a donation to the 
event, carrying on a years-long 
tradition of support.

“The Lions Club for many 
years used to work the event, 
making hotdogs and root-beer 
�oats, and we are thankful for 
their many years of service,” 
said Rogers.

Other sponsors include Fi-
berspring, Veryl’s Automotive, 
Metras Insurance Agency, IGM, 
West�eld Bank and O’Brien 
Family Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Services.

The work extends beyond 
�nancial sponsorship and truly 

depends on community support, 
which it receives from so many 
enthusiasts. 

“We work closely with many 
town departments to make this 
happen - both �re departments, 
the police department, DPW and 
the parks department, the board 
of health, the school department 
and many others,” said Rogers. 
“It is truly a community event 
and we want to thank anyone 
that has a part in it.”

Attendees should bring a 
blanket or chairs for comfort-
able sitting, as well as bug 
spray. Parking will be available 
at Mosier Elementary and St. 
Theresa’s Church until those 
lots are �lled or 7 p.m. Parking 
at the middle school will only 
be for those with handicapped 
placards or working the event. 
No parking will be allowed on 
routes 116, 202 or 33 or on many 
of the neighborhood streets. The 
rain date for the event is Sunday, 
July 2. 

FIREWORKS from page 1

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke 
Community College Founda-
tion has awarded more than 
$300,000 in scholarships to 
students for the 2023-2024 ac-
ademic year.

This year, the HCC Foun-
dation awarded 259 scholar-
ships worth $304,125 to 249 
incoming, current, and trans-
ferring HCC students. Many 
students received multiple 
scholarship awards. 

The HCC Foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) that works to ad-
vance the college’s mission, 
vision, and values. Found-
ed in 1968 as the Friends of 
Holyoke Community College, 
in response to a devastating 
�re that forced the college 
to rebuild a new campus, the 
Foundation now manages as-
sets of more than $20 million, 
the largest community college 
foundation endowment in 
Massachusetts. 

An alphabetical list of 
all scholarship recipients 
and their awards can also be 
viewed on the HCC website 
at hcc.edu/scholarships-2023.

Agawam: Jill Fogg, Ciara 
Lamoureux, Shelby Stathis, 
Zachary Zollo.

Amherst: Carlos Stiven 
Cruz, Benjamin Keil, Chidera 
Ononibaku, Marie Siri, Joshua 
Taylor, Joshua Werhane.

Ash�eld: Robert Lizotte.

Belchertown: Amber 
Blinn, Jacob Chaisson, Re-
bekah Clough, Hailey Garrow, 
Olivia Golenski, Olga Minina, 
Kassidy Morrissette, Aura Su-
arez Oviedo, Caylin Trickey.

Chicopee: Kennedy Bax-

ter, Alicia Beaton, Kostiantyn 
Chernytskyi, Liliana Colon, 
Nicole Couture, Caleb Dion, 
Zachary Dubreuil, Kathryn 
Fydenkevez, Zoe Fydenkevez, 
Jaal Gardin, Nicholas Hamel, 
Nicole Kynard, McKallum 
Malanowski, Hanna Patrick, 
David Perez, Steven Placzek, 
Janira Portorreal, Francheska 
Ramirez-Rios, Lance Rice, 
Waliyah Riley, Renee Soucy, 
Ashley Terron.

East Longmeadow: 
Heather Abourizk, Vincent 
Bednarzyk, Nicolas Brosseau, 
Viktoriia Fedosh, Olivia La-
bonte, Carissa Laushway, Tra-
cy Martin.

Easthampton: Sarah 
Akin, Carissa Batura, Jes-
sie Beland, Joel Bergstrom, 
Maxime Capitaine, Brieanna 
Coltman, Gracelyn Down-
er, Noelle Fournier, Cadence 
Hiller, Elishama Jean, Charles 
Karpells, Narvanie Lalchand, 
Maria De La Luz Ortega, Ma-
rie Poulin, Meghan Teague, 
Casey Wagner, Mary-Alice 
Wieland.

Erving: James Leclerc.
Fall River: Rachel Reyn-

olds.
Feeding Hills: Joselyne 

Matos, Danielle Robichaud.
Florence: Enette Clax-

ton-Toliver, Shannon Collins, 
Riley Delano, Fatima Ibra-
himi, Bunnary Teng, Raquel 
Valentin.

Granby: Breann Hack-
ett, Garrett Kosior, Martina 
Lopez, Tegan Maclure, Jan 
Ashlley Masse, Karlie Mori-
arty, Diana Swanigan, Nicole 
Westcott.

HCC Foundation awards 
$304,000 in student 
scholarships 

Please see HCC, page 11
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Appreciation for day of music
The Pioneer Valley Community Band Fes-

tival was a testament to the love of both com-
munity and music that de�nes Ira Brezinsky. 

The afternoon was full of amazing mu-
sic, memories, and joy, all due to Ira’s hav-
ing conceived of and brought to fruition the 
grand concept of this band. It was a collabo-
ration of community bands in Florence, Am-
herst and South Hadley, with some ringers 
thrown in, not the least of whom was con-
ductor Tom Bergeron, who graduated from 
South Hadley High School.

Many of the musicians were music edu-

cators, others were past and present products 
of public school music programs, a joyful 
reminder of the importance of music and 
all the arts in schools. Without those class-
es, not only would life have a dull tone, but 
also, there would be unful�lled artists and 
musicians. 

Music is life. Here’s hoping Ira’s vision 
will live on and produce more concerts for 
us to enjoy. Thank you, Ira!

Mary Lou Guarnera
South Hadley

Please see SSI, page 7

What drew me to 
caring for people 
in my community

By Hannah Niemiec

I have wanted to be 
a nurse since I was 
young.
My journey into the 

health �eld began while 
in high school when I 
signed up for a Certi�ed 
Nurse Assistant program 
and this started me on 
my career path. Since 
graduating from nursing 
school, I completed the Baystate Health Nurse 
Residency Program and have been working at 
Baystate Wing Hospital since July, 2022. 

I completed my one-on-one preceptorship 
for nursing school at Baystate Wing on the 
Med/Surg Unit during my last semester of nurs-
ing school. Being able to start a job on the same 
�oor I had done my clinical rotation on gave me 
great headway in the world of nursing and I felt 
so welcome in the unit when I took a full-time 
job there.

I became a nurse to make a difference. I love 
being able to be a light to my patients on some 
of their darkest days. Caring for people living 
in my community is another important part of 
what I do, and I am proud of the knowledge, 
compassion, and skill that go into the care I pro-
vide each shift I work. 

I love coming to work! 
Each day I learn something new, from skills, 

to fun facts, and about different diseases. Be-
ing a nurse means being committed to constant 
learning, practice, and re�ection for continuous 
improvement.

My favorite moments with patients are 
the everyday moments of caring for them and 
spending time getting to know them better. I 
love when I can discharge a patient home and 
can see the improvement they have made. I love 
when they thank our team for the care we have 
given them that makes them feel better and able 
to go home with the education we give them to 
stay healthy.

We have a great team, and we work so well 
together. Our team makes each member feel 
welcomed and valued. I am grateful for the 
great relationship I have with all my cowork-
ers. The Patient Care Technicians I work with 
daily play a huge role in the care I give to each 
patient. We all work side by side and make each 
day a good day while taking care of our patients 
as a team from admission to discharge.

I make compassionate connections with my 
patients each shift. Each connection I make 
is different and how to make that connection 
sometimes has to change based on the patient 
and their personalities. Because I am from the 
local area and live in the community, I can relate 
to my patients many times.

Something many people would �nd surpris-
ing about being a nurse is a nurse’s role is more 
than just being a nurse. We can have different 
roles each day depending on the needs of our 
patients. Many would not know how many dif-
ferent types of patients/diagnoses and skills we 
use and see on a day-to-day basis. 

These experiences help build a good founda-
tion for each nurse. I am grateful for the team I 
work with each day.  

Hannah Niemiec, BSN, RN, works in the 
Med/Surg Unit at Baystate Wing Hospital in 
Palmer. For more information visit Baystate-
health.org/wing

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

I just read the article by Tina Lesniak 
in the June 16 Town Reminder about local 
home improvement funds and I am con-
fused. 

I have owned 6 Center Street since 2018. 
The article mentioned $312,000 for loans to 
homeowners for improvements. I was never 
informed by the town of the availability of 
these funds. I sure could use it. 

It said seven homeowners had used 
$192,000. There are only three houses on 
Center Street. I have been in contact with 
the town for years about the Center Street 
project, they even sent me the blueprints for 
it. Every time I was told they were waiting 
for funding. 

Strange response. 
The project had started; Roads and side-

walks were surveyed and Digsafe marked 
the streets for safety. Some of the sidewalks 
were repaired on adjoining streets. Then 
COVID hit and the project stopped. 

Seems they had funding, but now they 
don’t.

I will inquire with the town about the 
home improvement funds to �nd out why 
I was not informed about it and how seven 
homeowners were but there are only three 
houses.                       

John West
South Hadley

Never informed about local funds

Will work earnings 
affect my Social 
Security at age 80?

Dear Rusty: I am 80 years old, and I re-
ceive monthly Social Security bene�ts, but 
I’m thinking about returning to work. At 
this age, am I limited in how much income I 
generate without affecting my bene�t? If so, 
how much can I earn without affecting it? 
Signed: Spry Octogenarian.

Dear Spry Octogenarian: Since you 
have already reached your Full Retirement 
Age for Social Security’s purposes, you can 
earn as much income from working as you 
like without your monthly Social Security 
payment being affected. Social Security’s 
earnings test applies only to those who col-
lect bene�ts before reaching their full retire-
ment age, which is somewhere between age 

66 and 67, depending on year of birth.  
However, although the earnings test will 

not apply to you, it’s important to know 
that Social Security bene�ts are subject to 
income tax if the annual combined income 
from all sources, also known as your “Mod-
i�ed Adjusted Gross Income” exceeds cer-
tain thresholds. The  income tax �ling status 
is an in�uencing factor - if �ling as a sin-
gle and the MAGI is more than $25,000 or 
�ling as “married/jointly” and the MAGI 
is more than $32,000, then 50% of the SS 
bene�ts you received during the tax year 
becomes part of the overall taxable income. 
And if your MAGI as a single �ler is more 
than $34,000 or, as a married �ler more than 
$44,000, then up to 85% of the SS bene�ts 
you receive during the tax year becomes part 
of your overall taxable income at your stan-
dard IRS income tax rate. Thus, returning to 
work may result in Social Security bene�ts 
unexpectedly becoming taxable income. 

For complete clarity, the “MAGI” is 
regular Adjusted Gross Income on income 
tax return, plus 50% of the Social Securi-
ty bene�ts a person received during the tax 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
Matters

www.newspapers.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications



TOWN Reminder Page 5June 23, 2023

HIGHWAY AUTO
SALVAGE INC.

USED AUTO PARTS

www.highwayautosalvage.com
M-F 8 am- 5 pm • FREE REMOVAL MA • CT • VT • NY

182 Mt. Tom Rd. (Rt.5)  |  Northampton, MA  |  413.586.0690
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& 
ANYTHING 
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Unwanted
Vehicles 

and Heavy 
Equipment

since the 40s.”
As guests and members of KYT en-

tered the Community Meeting Room, 
they were met with a lavish spread of food 
and desserts including shrimp, pizza and 
strawberry shortcake. Attendees said their 
hellos and caught up with each other as 
they made their plates.

Once everyone had settled in, it was 
time for the speaking portion of the meet-
ing to begin. Candice LeFleur stood up 
and thanked everyone for coming. She 
was actually substituting for the original 
speaker who was unable to attend.

Despite having only a few days to 
prepare a speech, she spoke with con�-
dence. LeFleur started her career working 
for the Department Of Mental Health as 
a social worker until her department was 
dissolved.

Le�eur continued to excel in her �eld 
despite the closure of her department. She 
demonstrated that by joining the Psychi-
atric Department of Children’s Hospital 
in Boston. Since retiring after many years 
with Children’s Hospital, she has had 
more time to get involved with the com-
munity and KYT.

During her speech she explained the 

main issues that she, as a mental health 
professional, observed during the pan-
demic. Social workers were no longer 
able to meet with children in person, so 
it was much harder to accurately assess 
their well being. 

Domestic abuse was at an all time 
high during lockdown although statis-
tics would re�ect otherwise. It was much 
easier for abusers to get away with their 
actions when their children and spouses 
were out of the public eye. She explained 
how anxiety and depression spiked, stem-
ming from multiple sources such as �-
nancial insecurity, career changes and the 
new stress placed upon personal relation-
ships.

LeFleur explained that “the term ‘es-
sential worker’ was hurtful to many peo-
ple. Suddenly hardworking and proud 
people were told you were no longer 
essential. That really affected their self 
worth.” She went on to explain that in 
terms of mental and physical health, the 
work they were doing was similar to work 
following major disasters.

She said “telling people to focus on 
selfcare, diet, exercise, and not to overin-
dulge in drugs and alcohol wasn’t good 
enough anymore because they couldn’t 
even go outside. People began to struggle 
more and more with addiction.”

She explained how during lockdown 
it was important for family members to 
establish boundaries with each other. 
She added, “I’m going to give all of you 
homework assignments – When you go 
home ask your partner how they want to 
divide household chores. They shouldn’t 
be the job of any one person.”

She discussed how the lack of so-
cialization affected everyone, especially 
children. They need that social aspect to 
develop properly. Kids struggled with re-
mote learning and when they returned to 
school they were at a disadvantage.

She said. “There is still a struggle to-
day even without the masks, people aren’t 
sure how to go back to normal. The end 
of the pandemic is like the end of a war; 
nurses retired in masses. We won the �ght 
but we have not won the war.”

Attendees discussed how having big 
companies take over and be in control of 
medicine is extremely problematic. They 
talked about how those companies don’t 
care about their employees or patients 
and how at the end of the day all they care 
about is money.

Some attendees discussed their per-
sonal struggles during and following the 
pandemic. Talking to each other about 
their experiences seemed to bring the 
community closer. After some discussion 

the speaking portion of the meeting was 
over, and the next order of business was to 
announce the scholarship winner.

Every year KYT awards a lucky young 
member of the community a college 
scholarship. This year’s recipient was Na-
talie Hartley. She was recommended for 
the scholarship by her grandmother. Hart-
ley has been described as an active learner 
and a genuinely kind person.

She enjoys skiing and swimming and 
envisions a life that allows her to spend 
most of her time in nature. Hartley her-
self said, “Thank you all. This scholar-
ship will help me so much as I go on to 
Bridgewater State University, I’m looking 
forward to someday working alongside 
the seashore.”

Town Meeting Member, “Chevy” said, 
“Karen, the original speaker was unable 
to come today which was big news for 
everyone because she was a huge draw-
in. It’s a testimony to Linda Young and 
Martha Terry that they were able to �nd 
a replacement so quickly. Candice did 
wonderful. I think everyone took some-
thing away from her speech, and the food 
was amazing. Thank you to everyone who 
cooked for this meeting.”

KNOW YOUR TOWN  from page 1

Comments on
  Congress

By Lee Hamilton

This is how divided 
government should work

Before the memory of the recent debt ceiling negoti-
ations disappears and we confront the next new drama in 
Washington, let’s pause a moment to acknowledge what 
just happened. 

You can debate from here to eternity whether the 
American people were winners or losers in the deal (I’d 
say winners because the government didn’t default; los-
ers because we had to go through the whole charade in 
the �rst place) but what’s not debatable is one key point: 
Congress and the White House provided a lesson in how 
negotiations and bipartisanship are supposed to work.

We live in an era when this can seem impossible, as 
hard-line conservatives in the GOP and a few determined 
progressives in the Democratic party try to push poli-
cy to the extremes and appear to reject the idea of even 
talking to the other side. But Washington has a way of 
imposing the discipline of hard numbers – in this case, 
a House controlled by Republicans with a bare majority; 
a Senate with a very small Democratic margin; and a 
presidency in Democrats’ hands. 

For either side to make progress, they have to negoti-
ate with the other.

What’s easy to forget is that this has been the norm 
for more than a half century. Of the 28 Congresses since 
1969, 19 have been divided (if you include the 107th, 
which began and ended under uni�ed Republican con-
trol, but for most of its two-year length was divided be-
cause of a senator’s party switch).

Anyone who’s spent time in the nation’s capital 
during this long era of mostly divided government knows 
that with power so distributed, there is no single path to 
success in trying to make the Congress work. As long as 
they’re playing by the rules, the chief way to judge suc-
cess is by the results. And on that front, the debt ceiling 

debate was a success – even if the harder-core members 
of the GOP caucus in the House are now trying to punish 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy for the deal he struck.

You may know the broad outline of the agreement: It 
buys the government two more years before the next debt 
ceiling clash; imposes a freeze on some federal spend-
ing; broadens work requirements for food stamps; and 
makes other changes designed to appeal to either Re-
publicans or Democrats. As The New York Times’ Catie 
Edmondson wrote after it passed, “The compromise was 
structured with the aim of enticing votes from both par-
ties. It allowed Republicans…to say that they succeed-
ed in reducing some federal spending – even as funding 
for the military and veterans’ programs would continue 
to grow – while allowing Democrats to say they spared 
most domestic programs from the severe cuts.”

 This allowed both McCarthy and President Joe 
Biden – and their parties – to claim victory. In a set of 
negotiations like this, that’s actually what you’re aiming 
for: the ability for everyone to walk away saying, “This 
is what I’ve done for you.” It’s a classic illustration of 
how democracy works, especially when political lead-
ers are content to share credit. In an analysis after the 
bill passed, longtime Times Washington correspondent 
Peter Baker noted, “The president’s approach to the ne-
gotiations – and especially their aftermath – re�ects a 
half-century of bargaining in Washington. When some-
one has been around the track as long as Mr. Biden has, 
resisting the temptation to spike the ball and claim vic-
tory can be critical to actually securing the victory in the 
�rst place.”

The recent �oor rebellion by some disgruntled mem-
bers of McCarthy’s caucus is a reminder that none of 
this is easy. But the overwhelming majority by which the 
debt ceiling compromise passed in both houses is also a 
reminder that, when the chips are down, many members 
can remember a key fact about life on Capitol Hill: You 
have to be �exible and work with what you can patch 
together when you’re trying to lead the country. 

That’s what our system offers – the chance for polit-
ical leaders to do their jobs and make democracy work.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and Environ-
mental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

It’s all about the pie
In our family we get the privilege of requesting a 

special dessert to celebrate birthdays or other special 
occasions.  

My husband asked for a strawberry pie for Fa-
ther’s Day. My oldest daughter made the crust while 
my youngest and I picked the strawberries.  

After making a sauce with half the berries we 
mixed it with the other half of chopped fruit and 
poured it into the crust. Now to wait two hours while 
it chills. 

We’ll whip up some cream and, voila! The taste of 
summer in my opinion!

I love having a small patch of strawberries in my 
garden.  I think I am in year four or �ve with this 
particular planting.  

I’ve thinned and replanted but I am starting to 
worry that having them in close to the same spot for 
this length of time has lured a strawberry-speci�c bug 
to the garden.  Let’s learn about this bug and maybe 
�gure out a game plan as to how to combat it.

Many of my riper strawberries have damage con-
sisting of circular holes, some of which go deep into 
the fruit. Occasionally there will be a beetle inside the 
strawberry, caught in the act.  

Upon closer examination, I’ve determined them to 
be the strawberry sap beetle.  

It’s tiny, measuring less than one eighth of an inch 
long, brown, and oval shaped. They are drawn to ripe 
fruit and because of this, we can come up with cre-
ative ways as to how to catch them.  

Pesticides are shown not to work - nor would we 
want to use them on fruit we are ready to eat!  

Please see GARDEN, page  6
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Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

Email: JAMIETURLEY.COM by July 19th
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

Share Your Joy!Share Your Joy!Share Your Joy!

Bridal
GUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out August 2023 for FREE!

Bride’s Name:___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date:__________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include a 
high resolution,

clear photograph
for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph:

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include: 
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

Folks have had good luck with 
traps of stale beer, vinegar, ferment-
ing juice, or a mixture of water, mo-
lasses and yeast. 

Add a few inches of the liquid 
of your choice into a bucket or oth-
er deep container placed outside, but 
near the strawberry patch. Typically 
the insect will get lured in and drown.

This type of trap, albeit shallower, 
will also catch slugs.  

Slug holes on strawberries are 
irregularly shaped, not circular, 
and most often they extend into the 
fruit as if the critter is eating its way 
through it.  

A basin or saucer, even a pie plate 
buried to soil surface level will catch 
slugs when they come out of hiding 
to feed.  Empty these types of traps 
every few days, replacing the liquid.

I’m a bit nostalgic today. Think-
ing of my own dad, of course!  

If he were still alive his pie of 
choice would have been apple, not a 
la mode, but topped with a piece of 
cheese!  

One thing I am experiencing in 
my mini orchard right now is “June 
drop.”  While my apple orchard is 
still too young to bear many apples, 
there are tiny apples at the base of my 
best bearing tree. 

Some say that June drop is due to 
pollination problems; others surmise 
that it is caused by a competition for 
carbohydrates. Roots and shoots are 
competing with the newly formed 
apples and sometimes there isn’t 
enough to go around.  

I had always thought that insects 
were to blame. Regardless, June drop 
isn’t necessarily a bad thing.  

We are taught to thin clusters of 
fruit so that individual fruits get to a 
respectable size.  This is Mother Na-
ture taking care of that for us.  

Therefore, if you do plan on thin-
ning, it is best to wait and see what 
happens between now and the �rst 
week of July before you thin down to 
one or two fruits per cluster.

Well, the strawberry pie was a big 
hit.  I’m already thinking about the 
leftovers for tomorrow’s dessert and 
what pie I’ll have for my next big day.  

Blueberry, anyone?

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachu-
setts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as 
�owers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 4

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Ware Veterans Carnival 
is returning for its second year this week, 
starting the summer season off right with 
fun, games, music, food and drinks.

Held at Memorial Field located just 
off South Street, the Carnival will be open 
Thursday, June 22 and Friday, June 23 
from 5-10 p.m.; and Saturday, June 24 
from 3-8 p.m. Admission and parking are 
both free.

Event organizer John Morrin said there 
will be a couple of new rides added to the 
Carnival this year, as well as more food 
vendors. There will also be a craft/vendor 
fair.

“Every year it will get bigger and big-
ger,” he said. 

Morrin said for many years, Parks and 
Recreation Commission Chair Bill Imbier 
tried to bring a carnival back to town, after 
St. Mary’s had to end their beloved annual 
event.

“I said I would keep trying,” Morrin 
said. “I emailed everyone in the carnival 
business, and they all said ‘no.’”

However, after the COVID-19 pan-
demic put a pause on large gatherings, 
many of those carnivals were looking for 
new locations, including R.W. Commer-
ford & Sons of Connecticut. 

“These people emailed me back. He 
came, pulled into Memorial Field and 
said, ‘this is a great place for a carnival…
this is perfect,’” Morrin said.

Next, Morrin had to decide what to do 
with the proceeds from the carnival, and 

being active in both the AMVETS and 
American Legion, helping veterans was a 
natural choice. 

After trying to set up an account with 
either of the veterans organizations before 
the start of the Carnival last year without 
success, Morrin hired someone to estab-
lish the nonpro�t Ware Veterans Fund. 

“Finally in early May we got all of our 
paperwork in. So, once we got the paper-
work, I went down and opened an account 
at Country Bank,” he said.

Money in the account is used to cov-
er expenses related to the Carnival, and 
the rest is used as a “last resort” fund for 
town veterans. Morrin said there are many 
resources available for veterans to help 
with their expenses, but they don’t always 
cover all costs, and this fund could help 
bridge that gap.

The community’s reception to the Car-
nival has been very positive, with many 
happy to see a longstanding town tradition 
be picked up and continued.

Town organizations, businesses and 
committees have volunteered their time 
and energy to be involved with the three-
day event, including the Knights of Co-
lumbus, Country Bank, Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act Commission and the 
Youth Committee.

Country Bank employees will also 
help to staff the ticket booth, in addition to 
being a sponsor, Morrin said.

The Ware Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 183 will once again be serving up deli-
cious food for hungry carnival goers.

ReSource Waste Services of Ware has 

returned as the event’s biggest sponsor. 
Morrin said the company’s general man-
ager has a soft spot for veterans.

Local businesses It’s Wine O’clock 
and B’leaf Wellness Centre have teamed 
up to host a beer garden under the tent, of-
fering a variety of popular and craft beers, 
hard seltzer and wines.

Live music will be provided Thursday 
night by rock and roll band Half Staff and 
Friday night by southern outlaw band The 
Alley Kings.

The Alley Kings performed at last 
year’s inaugural Carnival.

Volunteers are still needed to help 
with parking, as well as other jobs at the 
Carnival, Morrin said. This is sure to be 
a rewarding experience, helping to put on 
a fun community event, while also giving 
back to veterans in need.

To volunteer, contact Morrin by email-
ing johmorrin13@gmail.com or calling 
413-949-0716. If people would like to 
support the Ware Veterans Fund, they can 
mail checks made out to “Ware Veterans 
Fund” to John Morrin, 170 Monson Turn-
pike Road, Ware, MA 01082.

Parking for the Carnival is available at 
St. Mary’s School, as well as American 
Athletic Shoe Co. (after 6 p.m.). Handi-
capped parking is available at the back of 
Memorial Field, accessible through Mon-
roe Street.

Morrin thanked all of those that have 
made the event successful, including St. 
Mary’s Church and American Athletic 
Shoe Co. for use of their parking lots, the 
residents that live around Memorial Field, 
Roy “Sonny” Erickson for his graphic 
design skills, as well as the Ware River 
News.

Morrin also thanked R.W. Commer-
ford & Sons for making Ware part of their 
summer circuit.

“We de�nitely want to thank the carni-
val people for giving us a chance,” he said.

Ware Veterans Carnival returns
Region
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HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
• Valid driver’s license for at

least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 

CDL Permit with Passenger 
and School Bus Endorsements

• Must be able to pass a background 
check, drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Paid CDL Training

We are looking for caring
individuals to provide safe
and efficient transportation on
our team of School Bus Drivers
serving the communities of
Agawam, East Longmeadow, 
Granville, Hampden, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Southwick, Tolland,
West Springfield and Wilbraham.

BENEFITS
• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account

health care & dependent care

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 

21 years of age
• Valid driver’s 

license for at
least 3 years

HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
• Valid driver’s license for at

least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 

CDL Permit with Passenger 
and School Bus Endorsements

• Must be able to pass a background 
check, drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Apply online at LPVEC.org
Call 413-789-3291

In Person at 384 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam

HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNER
32 Carriage Lane, South Hadley, MA

OPEN HOUSE
June 24th & 25th

1pm-3pm

If you have any questions, contact 
Elaine Roberts 413-561-5608. Serious inquiries only.

2,200 sq. ft. Colonial 
home located at the end 
of a cul-de-sac in a quiet 
well-desired neighborhood. 
Home has 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, central air, 
central vac, security system, 
finished walkout basement, 
large shed, 2 car garage, 27 ft. aboveground pool and very large deck. 
Home is listed at $549,000. Photos can be seen on Zillow.com.

year, plus any other non-taxable income 
(except Roth IRA withdrawals) they may 
have had. 

So, while earnings from working at 
age 80 and beyond will not affect the 
monthly Social Security bene�t payment, 
you may - depending on the total income 
or “MAGI” - �nd that your Social Secu-
rity bene�ts will become taxable if the 
combined income from all sources ex-
ceeds the above thresholds. And if your 
bene�ts will become taxable, you may 
wish to consider having income taxes 
withheld from your monthly Social Se-

curity payments, which you can do by 
submitting IRS form W-4V to your local 
Social Security �eld of�ce. 

This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes only and does not represent 
legal or �nancial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the Asso-
ciation Mature American Citizens Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not af�liated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory or email 

us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad-

visor for AMAC.

SSI from page 4

HADLEY – On July 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
the Wednesday Folk Traditions concert 
series at The Porter-Phelps-Huntington 
Museum continues its 42 season with The 
Wholesale Klezmer Band featuring a pro-
gram of Jewish Life in Song. 

The Wholesale Klezmer Band cel-
ebrates Yiddish songs through a mix of 
social justice-oriented music, Ashkenazic 
Jewish prayer melodies, and instrumental 
tunes that one can meditate and dance to. 

Performances are held in Yiddish and 
Loshn Koydesh, and include many origi-
nal songs that promote an accessible and 
immersive linguistic and musical experi-
ence. 

Since 1982, the band has showcased 
Jewish music and culture for a wide vari-
ety of audiences, performing onstage, in 
educational settings, and at Jewish wed-
dings and other traditional events. 

The Wholesale Klezmer Band has 
also held a variety of workshops and 
high-pro�le performances, including a 
Celebration of Folk Music for the 100th 
anniversary of Carnegie Hall and Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s inauguration. 

The Wholesale Klezmer Band con-
sists of members Yosl (Joe) Kurland on 
vocals and �ddle, Christina Crowder on 
the accordion, Michael Suter on the bass 
violin, Brian Bender on the trombone, 
Peggy Davis on vocals and �ute, Joanna 
Morse on the �ddle, and Aaron Bousel on 
the accordion. 

The band has received acclaim from 
numerous publications, including the 
Jewish Federation Reporter of New 
Hampshire, who described the group as 
“A New England treasure.” 

The concert will be held on the muse-
um grounds at 130 River Drive, Route 47, 
Hadley. Admission is $12, $2 for children 
16 and under. Payment is cash only. 

Picnickers are welcome on the muse-
um’s grounds starting at 5:00 p.m. In the 
event of rain, performances will be held 
at Wesley United Methodist Church in 
Hadley. The museum and its grounds are 
a smoke-free site. For further information 
please call (413) 584-4699 or visit www.
pphmuseum.org. 

Wednesday Folk Traditions contin-
ues on July 12 with Viva Quetzal, an 
acclaimed Afro-Andean fusion group 
whose music is rooted in folk traditions 
of Chile and Peru. In using a wide array 

of native instruments from throughout the 
Americas, and infusing elements of jazz 
and rock traditions into their music, they 
create a uniquely multicultural experi-
ence for their listeners, and are a valued 
addition to this season’s concert series. 

Wednesday Folk Traditions is fund-
ed, in part, by grants from: the Marion I. 
And Otto C. Kohler Memorial Fund at the 
Community Foundation of Western Mas-
sachusetts; Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency, through its Festivals and Pro-
grams Grants; the Amherst and Hadley 
Cultural Councils; local agencies funded 
by Massachusetts Cultural Council; Rob-
inson and Cole; The Adams Foundation; 
Easthampton Savings Bank; Gage-Wiley 
and Company, and with generous support 
from many local businesses. 

The Porter-Phelps-Huntington Foun-
dation acknowledges that it occupies the 
unceded lands of the Nonotuck people. 
The museum contains a collection of the 
belongings of several generations of one 
extended Hadley family, dating back to 

the house’s establishment in 1752 by Mo-
ses and Elizabeth Porter. 

The house and its activities included 
the labor and livelihood of many artisans, 
servants, and enslaved people. Their lived 
experiences are being brought to the fore-
front at the museum in the form of a new 
tour and reinterpretation initiative funded 
by the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities. 

The new tour foregrounds the lives 
of six enslaved men and women at the 
house: Zebulon Prutt, Cesar, Peg, Phil-
lis, Rose, and Phillis. Additionally, the 
tour highlights the role of “pastkeeping” 
by exploring the home’s transition into a 
museum in the twentieth century. 

Recently, the museum was designated 
the “Forty Acres and its Skirts National 
Historic District” by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission. Open June 3 
through October 15, Saturday through 
Wednesday. For more information check 
out our website at: www.pphmuseum.org 
or call the museum at (413) 584-4699. 

Courtesy photo
Wholesale Klezmer Band to perform at Porter-Phelps-Huntington Museum.

Klezmer - in a folk traditions series
Region

New Farmers 
Market to open 
at Holyoke 
Medical Center

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Medical 
Center is excited to announce the 
opening of a new Farmers Market 
at the hospital starting June 14. The 
HMC Farmers Market will be open 
on Wednesdays from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
through October 25.

  Located in the hospital›s Park-
ing Lot D, the HMC Farmer›s Mar-
ket is conveniently close to the front 
entrance of the hospital, with valet 
parking available. Holyoke residents 
are encouraged to utilize the hospi-
tal’s free transportation shuttles. The 
transportation schedule is available 
at www.holyokehealth.com/ride. 

The hospital›s Community Health 
Needs Assessment has identi�ed 
access to healthy food as an area of 
concern for many people in our com-
munity,» says HMC Director of Com-
munity Bene�ts, Lisa Wray-Schech-
terle. “Holyoke Medical Center is 
proud to provide a convenient loca-
tion and transportation, while also 
collaboratively partnering with others 
to make this new market a success.”

  The HMC Farmer›s Market is a 
collaboration with the Holyoke Farm-
ers Market, the Holyoke Chamber of 
Commerce, Let’s Move Hampden 
County 5210, and many local busi-
nesses. Some of the vendors partici-
pating this season will include Agude-
lo Farms, Atlas Farm, Brown Cow 
Farm, From the Roots to the Table, 
Gifted Peace, Living Sowful, Wood-
note Coffee, and more. EBT/SNAP 
and HIP bene�ts are accepted. A list 
of participating vendors will regular-
ly be updated at www.holyokehealth.
com/market.

  The HMC Farmers Market 
is still accepting new vendor ap-
plications at  https://forms.gle/
LxrsCzeaS9y3ympT9. There is no 
vendor cost associated with the HMC 
Farmers Market. Vendor questions 
can be directed to  holyokefarmers-
market@gmail.com.
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 

ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS....

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 6/22/23-6/28/23

$222

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC....$148

USDA INSP 
FROZEN STORE MADE

$488
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
LONDON BROIL or STEAKS .......

69¢

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

EASY PEEL RAW SHRIMP
31/40 CT 2 LB BAG ............................90% DIET LEAN

GROUND BEEF
ea

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

TUNA PORTIONS...........................

$299

$799
lb

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
MOZARELLA CHEESE .......

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST............
USDA INSP. STORE MADE

BEEF KABOBS w/ VEGGIES

CUT 
FREE $166

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
TURKEY BREAST...............

$399
lb

$799

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIB EYE

BEEF CHUCK STEAKS

WHOLE 
OR HALF$974

lb

$499
lb

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$399
lb

AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.

413-533-8378
www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com 

PALMER – For the second year, Palm-
er Motorsports Park hosted its All Wheels 
Show, featuring an array of cars, trucks 
and even tractors; all to bene�t local food 
pantries. 

Rows of vehicles lined the area around 
the entrance to the track, offering motor 
enthusiasts a visual buffet of the hottest 
rides spanning the decades.

Entry to the All Wheels Show was ei-
ther a nonperishable food item or $5 per 
person; to be split between the Palmer 
Food Share and the Jubilee Cupboard at 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Ware. Just 
like last year, the community came out in 
full support to help �ght food insecurity 
in the region.

Keeping with tradition, the All Wheels 
Show featured some rarely seen vehicles 
at a car show, including the predecessor 
to the modern, more compact SUV, the 
Chevrolet Suburban. 

A rugged classic that can tow a boat 
(and �t the whole family), Chevy has 
been making the Suburban since the mid-
1930s, and continues to make them to this 
day.

Gene and Jill Sorel of Ware have been 
rocking the “longroof” for over three de-
cades, entering their 1979 Chevrolet Sub-
urban C10 in the Show.

“We’ve had this style of vehicle since 
we met in the 90s,” Jill said.

“I’ve been �xing them since before it 
was cool,” Gene said with a laugh. 

Gene has been restoring vehicles pro-
fessionally, but admits he’d rather be driv-

ing them than �xing them.
Also from Ware was Joe Barrows of 

the Barrows Family Pulling Team – Pull-
ing for a Cause, who was there with his 
2000 Chevrolet S10, which competes in 
the minitruck pulling class. 

Barrows said his 18-year-old son Dev-
on usually drives the truck, but he was at-
tending his prom the night of the Show. 
Devon has modi�ed the truck, including 
changing the throttle to a hand lever in the 
center of the truck.

Marked with “slow,” “fast” and “fast-
er,” the hand throttle cautions passengers 
to “hold on tight” as it nears “faster.”

Barrows and his family do eight pulls 
a year, and about 25 shows; all to bring 
awareness to depression and suicide. 

“Our biggest purpose is to make peo-
ple aware,” Barrows said, who has strug-
gled with depression himself.

Photos of two young women sat on 
the hood of the truck, both who lost their 
lives to suicide. Barrows has been work-
ing with the families of these women to 
advocate for awareness and offer support.

Evie Douglas was 21 years old when 
she died by suicide. She exceled at sports 
and had a passions for dance and helping 
others, creating the Facebook page, “De-
pression Doesn’t De�ne Me.” 

Evie’s mother had reached out to Bar-
rows to help continue her message follow-
ing her death.

The other was his friend’s step-
daughter, 19-year-old Kristen Crowell of 
Spring�eld.

puts the brakes on hunger
All Wheels Show

Joe Barrows of the Barrows Family Pulling Team – Pulling for a Cause, stands 
with a 2000 Chevrolet S10 his son Devon drives in two-wheel drive truck pulling 
competitions.

Gene and Jill Sorel of Ware represented the “longroofs” with their 1979 Chevrolet 
Suburban C10.

Cynthia and Walter Reynolds of Palmer display the detailed pinstriping on the back of 
Cynthia’s 1949 Chevrolet Fleetline Deluxe.

Roger Rodriguez returned for his second year at the All Wheels Show, with his 1985 
Chevrolet Citation.

Please see ALL WHEELS, page 12
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HOLYOKE – After a slow start, 
the reigning, defending playoff 
champion PeoplesBank are now in 
�rst place thanks to wins over the 
Chicopee Falls Tigers, DiFranco 
Realty, and St. Joe’s during the past 
week. PeoplesBank is now 6-1 this 
season, with 12 points to lead all 
teams. The Bankers season contin-
ues on Friday night against DiFran-
co Realty at 7 p.m. at Mackenzie 
Stadium.

Bankers 
roll into 

first place

Dave Clark makes a catch in right.Ryan Franczek makes a throw to first.

James Flahive pitches in relief. Pitcher Danny Gaines starts for PeoplesBank. Cam McDonald makes a quick throw for an out.

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

PALMER – The Granby and Palm-
er girls summer soccer teams kicked 
off their summer season last Tuesday 

evening at Laviolette Field. The two 
teams, which have had moderate suc-
cess during the past few years in high 

school action, battled to a 1-1 tie. 
Palmer girls have a team after not �eld-
ing one last summer.

Summer soccer 
season opens up

Brenna Moreno sends a kick 
forward.

Photos by David Henry  www.sweetdogphotos.com
Emily Tremblay tries to send the ball by her opponent.

Meredith Bartosz punts the ball 
away.

Lydia Kicza sends the goal kick 
away.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – The June 11 
United Women’s Soccer match 
between the Albany Rush and 
the New England Mutiny fea-
tured several outstanding soc-
cer players from Western Mas-
sachusetts. 

There was also a talented 
soccer player from Eastern 
Massachusetts, who put on the 
home jersey for the �nal time 
during the regular season.

Before heading back to the 
University of South Carolina to 
prepare for the upcoming fall 
soccer season, Catherine Berry 
scored a second half goal lead-
ing the Mutiny to a 2-0 shutout 
victory over the Rush before a 
large crowd at historic Lusita-
no Stadium.   

“It’s a bittersweet night for 
me,” said Berry, who’s from 
Hingham. “I do have a com-
mitment at my school, and I’m 
required to be there next week. 
I’m very grateful for every 
game that I do get to play for 
the Mutiny. I have two more 
years of eligibility remaining at 
South Carolina and I’m hoping 
to play for the Mutiny again 
next summer.”     

Joe Ferrara, who’s the Mu-
tiny’s owner/general manager, 
is hoping Berry will be return-
ing to Lusitano Stadium in the 
middle of July if the Mutiny 
qualify for the U.W.S. playoffs.   

Berry, who’s entering her 
senior season, has scored 24 
goals and has 14 assists for a 
total of 62 points in her �rst 
three years playing college 
soccer. 

Berry scored four goals in 
the Mutiny season and home 

Mutiny 
‘rush’ past 
Albany

Please see MUTINY, page 11
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ALL
STARS

SOUTH
HADLEY
HIGH SCHOOL

SOUTH

HADLEY

WRESTLING

Mateo Henriques

Western Mass.

D3 champion

ALL
HIGH SCHOOL

FALL
Season

BOYS BASKETBALL
Colin Quinn
Chase Mathers

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Alex Jackson
Cianna Gurek
Ava Asselin

ICE HOCKEY
Connor McDonnell
Nate Loughman

BOYS INDOOR
TRACK
Nate McMius

GIRLS INDOOR
TRACK
Abby Gelinas
Emma Sanford
Izzy Scott

SOUTH
HADLEYINDOOR TRACKEmma Sanford

Long jump, 
55 hurdlesMIAA D5 champion

39 West State Street, Granby
Tel: 413-467-2533 • Fax: 413-467-2500

GrEat joB
C�gratula��s!

DL&G
TREE

• Tree Removal  
• Structural Pruning

• Crane Service
• Storm Damage

• Stump Grinding

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

    Give us a call for your free estimate and tree evaluation 413-478-4212413-478-4212413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE

33 Lamb St., South Hadley, MA 01075 • Phone: (413)538-4642

Congratulations

ALL STARS
to oUr

VERYL’S
Full Service • Repairs • Inspections

644 Newton Street, South Hadley

AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICES, INC.

413-536-0794
www.verylsautomotive.com

BRAKES • ALIGNMENTS • TIRES • AIR CONDITIONING R134A/R1234A
STATE INSPECTIONS & MORE

Approved
Auto Repair

Call today to schedule 
your appointment

Great Job to Everyone!

PVIAC ALL-STARS

HOLYOKE – The wins keep com-
ing for the Valley Blue Sox in the 
early goings. The team defeated the 
Danbury Westerners last Saturday by 
a score of 8-6 to increase their lead in 
the West Division to two games. The 
Blue Sox now sit at 6-3 on the season. 

Thomas Ballard started for the 
Blue Sox today, and pitched four in-
nings with four strikeouts allowing 
three runs.

Greg Jeffries and James Vaughn 
both made their team debuts. Jef-
fries earned the win after he pitched 
a clean �fth inning with one strike-
out. Vaughn pitched two innings and 
struck out three batters. 

The bottom of the lineup was the 
story of the game for the Blue Sox. 
The seven, eight, and nine hitters 
combined for four RBIs in the ball-

game.
Third Baseman Zach Ketterman 

went 2 for 3 with an RBI single. The 
Pennsylvania native boosted his aver-
age to .208 on the season. 

Second Baseman Jeff Pierantoni 
went 2 for 2 with two singles and two 
RBIs. He was also hit by a pitch twice 
in this game, getting on base in each 
of his four plate appearances. 

Catcher Efrain Correa Jr. went 1 
for 2 with an RBI and a walk.

Danbury had a chance to come 
back in this game in the seventh and 
eighth innings, but hit into two dou-
ble plays to minimize the damage. 
The defense was on full display to-
night as AJ Guerrero made an excel-
lent over-the-shoulder catch on the 
run to end the game in the top of the 
ninth inning.

Sports

Valley Blue Sox out to 6-3 start

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Matthew Garcia hops over the runner as he makes a 
relay to first.

Nick Callano delivers a pitch.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

opener against the Worcester 
Fuel, which was a 7-1 victory. 

The Mutiny (2-0-1), who 
also played a 1-1 tie at the Maine 
Footy on May 21, had a couple 
of weeks off before hosting the 
Rush (2-1-1). 

“The support that we receive 
from our fans at this stadium is 
something that’s very special. 
I wouldn’t trade being a part of 
this for the world,” Berry said. 
“Joe Ferrara is also an awesome 
person. He has become a close 
friend to my family during the 
past few years. The players on 
this team are also very special.”

Berry is following in the 
footsteps of her mother, Lauren, 
who played soccer at Middle-
bury College. Her father, Chris, 
played college basketball at 
Middlebury. Her parents attend-
ed last Saturday’s home match.

The local players that played 
in last Saturday’s home match 
for the Mutiny are Alexis Le-
gowski (South Hadley), Hope 
Santaniello (Agawam), Ela Ko-
pec (Ludlow), Laura Gouvin 
(Monson), Avery Klingensmith 
(Belchertown) Chandler Pe-
dolzsky (West�eld), Emma Pe-

dolzsky (West�eld), and Cather-
ine Bean (West�eld). 

Klingensmith, who started in 
�ve games as a freshman on the 
American University women’s 
soccer team last fall, has enjoyed 
being teammates with Berry.

“Cat is a great soccer player,” 
said Klingensmith, who’s a mid-
�elder. “We can always count on 
her to score goals for us. Playing 

for this soccer team is very simi-
lar to my college team.”  

Kopec, who was Mutiny 
starting goalie against Albany, 
didn’t have to make any saves in 
recording her �rst shutout of the 
season.

The Mutiny defense, which 
was led by Laci Lewis, Meghan 
Cunningham, Rachel Marchini, 

So�a Weber, Anna Carson, and 
Bean shutdown Albany forward 
Katelyn Krohn. She had scored 
a team leading seven goals in her 
team’s �rst three regular season 
matches.

“We do have a very strong 
defensive unit this year,” said 
Mutiny �rst-year head coach 
Maurico “Toto” Coimbra said. 

“Their chemistry has been get-
ting better and better in every 
match. It’s always nice to post a 
shutout.”    

Berry had several shots on 
goal during the �rst 45 minutes 
of the contest, but Albany goalie 
Emma Anderson (10 saves) was 
able to make the saves on them.  

The contest was still score-
less at halftime.

Following a breakaway shot 
attempt by Santaniello that de-
�ected off the right post, Berry 
gave her team a 1-0 lead in the 
56th minute. She �red a line-
drive shot from the top of the box 
into the left corner of the net. 

“We did put a lot of pressure 
on them in the �rst half,” Berry 
said. “I had a scoring opportuni-
ty early in the second half and I 
didn’t want to miss it. It’s always 
special whenever you score a 
goal, especially in this stadium.”

With less than �ve minutes 
remaining in regulation, Chan-
dler Pedolzsky knocked home 
a rebound shot giving the home 
team a 2-0 advantage.

Berry was scheduled to play 
in her �nal regular season match 
for the Mutiny against the Scor-
pions SC on Monday night in a 
make-up game at Medway High 
School.       

MUTINY from page 9

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Rachel Marchini settles the ball.

Laura Gouvin, of Monson, makes 
a pass.

Hope Santaniello, of Agawam, 
works near the corner.

Granville: Elleigh Sanctuary.
Green�eld: Kate Boyd, Amy You-

mell.
Hadley: Jacob Kenney, Tenzing Ky-

izom.
Hampden:  Sabrina Dalton, Amy 

Scott.
Hawley: Gina Barnhart.

Haydenville: Matthew Geary.

Holyoke: Falecia Bagg, Jacob Bisson-
nette, Maximilian Bruel, Katherine Cabre-
ra Veloz, Jacob Carbin-O’Brien, Luis 
Centeno, Imanol Cruz, Nashia Douglas, 
Diana Figueroa, Aolanis Figueroa Pinto, 
Stephanie Gonzalez, Linnette Hernandez, 
Emma Huse, Kafutshi Kayamba, Gre-
ishenys Lopez-Cruz, Jay Luna, Reynaldo 
Martinez, Mary Kathryn McCarthy, Jalen 
Mead, Jennifer Monserrate, Alexa Moran, 
Alondra Serrano, Julie Otero, Hilario Per-
alta Jr., Kiesha Perez, Luis Pinto-Jimenez, 
Cameron Proulx, Jennifer Ramos, Edil 
Ramsahai, Erick Rivera-Gonzalez, Jose 
Roman, Nicholas Rondeau, Jeremy Ruiz 
Trinidad, Sandro Saettone Muniz, Marcus 
Simon, Dustin Stasinos, Kara Torres, Ma-
rangelly Vargas-Gonzalez, Aidan Whitley.

Huntington: Danielle Canedy, Re-
becca Noble.

Leeds: Emily Barcomb.
Longmeadow: Anthony Ekmalian, 

Madelyn Messier, Madison Sullivan, Eva 
Sweeney.

Ludlow: Jhulie Anne Kharen 

Abanador, Jhulie Gail Keziah Abanador, 
Carly Chambers, Cassie Dills, Kyle Fon-
toura, Olivia Parker, Erico Peixoto Neto.

Malden: Daria Zaichenko.

Monson: Kristal Bready, Amanda 
Corbett, Kristy Piwcio.

Northampton: Angela Farrick, Am-
ar� Feliciano, Barney Garcia, Susanna 
Hoffmann, Nicole Howard, Jasmine 
Klingenbeck, Jacob Kris, Lauren Nor-
man, McKayla Ulibarri, Hans Valdes, 
Jeffrey Wang.

North�eld: Andrea Roman.

Palmer: Cassandra Florence, Joanne 
Lavallee, Andrea Morris.

Pitts�eld: Amanda Williams.

South Hadley: Pacey Gauthier, Re-
ese Mackenzie, Angel Munoz Diaz, 
Analiese Troie.

Southampton: Timothea Antonio, 
Emma Czarniecki.

Southwick: Reiley Young.

Spring�eld: Nyasia Aguirre, Helen 
Angeles De Rojas, Astrid Baez, Dae-
ja Bermudez, Briana Bowers, Alannah 
Brunt, Damanir Carrasquillo, Chelsea 
Cavanaugh, Tyrese Christie, Haven Erb, 
Caila Fernandes, Tanairy Fuentes, Briana 
Graves, One Green, Jennifer Hannigan, 
Tavar Jones, Monique LaFleur, Michael 
Langone, Ryan Leonard, Cristian Lo-

pez, Monique Lumpkin, Kayla Martinez, 
Kayla Martinez, Barbara Mckenzie, Josi-
ah Mickens, Maschil Morgan, Zipporah 
Morgan, Katieanne Nagel, Raven Oca-
sio, Eridenny Olivo Batista, Shoshana 
Olkin, Hannah Paulo, Aubrey Romani, 
Sashakayla Ruemmele, Marcel Sanchez, 
Dakotah Smith, Amanda Vera, Alexsiana 
Walker.

Suf�eld, Conn.: Mabel Peguero.
Sunderland: Brenda Mckenney, Cali 

Price.
 Three Rivers: Catherine Caney, Kel-

ly Gregory, Angela Tindell-Gula.
Turners Falls: Colleen Dowd.
Ware: Shelly Bowder, Xavier Wil-

liams.

West Spring�eld: Dina Artin, An-
drew Brodkin, Ingrid Cubias-Bonil-
la, Pauline Delton, Zachary DiFronzo, 
Grace Gorman, Emily Hartman, Natalie 
Jones, Hannah Savenko.

West�eld: Rylee Altieri, James At-
kin, Suzanne Baran, Paige Cortis, Ryan 
DeFalco, Allison Duffy, Angelica Gavri-
lov, Emma Ionkin, Erin Kennedy, Eliz-
abeth Kudrya, Cheyenne Lusby Seery, 
Samantha Melchionne, Dino Pietroniro, 
Darryll Roberts, Tiffany Salvas, Fazna 
Zakir.

Westhampton: John Boudreau, Ca-
dence Loven, Emily Souza.

Wilbraham: Miranda Krauza, Ali-
son Smythe.

Worthington: Ann McGinley.

HCC from page 3 Blue Sox holding 
promotional games

The Valley Blue 
Sox revealed 
their home 
promot ions 
for the rest 
of June. 
T h e 
team is 
o f f e r i n g 
d i f f e r e n t 
promotions each night in cooperation 
with sponsoring companies.

Sunday June 25, vs. the Danbury 
Westerners is Military Appreciation 
Night. The Blue Sox will celebrate 
the courage and sacri�ce of the United 
States Military by giving away military 
towels. The night will be sponsored by 
the Veterans Affairs of Central Western 
Massachusetts as well as UMassFive 
College Federal Credit Union. 

Finally on Friday June 30, vs. the 
Bristol Blues, the of�cial bus drivers 
of the Blue Sox, Michael’s Bus Lines, 
will sponsor a giveaway of seat cush-
ions for the �rst 150 fans to enter the 
ballpark. Additionally, Michael’s Bus 
Lines will raf�e off a free 25-person 
ride to a destination of the winner’s 
choosing. 

The Blue Sox are looking forward 
to ending the month of June right, and 
encourage fans to come out to MacK-
enzie Stadium to join their celebrations 
and promotions. 
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Public Notices
TOWN OF 

SOUTH HADLEY
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC MEETING
T h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Commission will hold a 
Public Meeting pursuant 
to the Wetlands Protection 
Act and the South Hadley 
Wetlands Bylaw to consider 
a Request for Determination 
filed by Don & Virginia 
Lonczak for slope stabiliza-
tion and related work within 

buffer zone at 14 Stonegate Dr 
(Map 42 Parcel 75).

The meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, July 5, 2023 
at 6:30 pm virtually. Login 
information will be provided 
with the posted agenda on the 
Town website. 

A copy of the Request 
for Determination is on file 
in the Conservation office, 
Room U6, in Town Hall, and 
is available to the public for 
inspection between the hours 
of 8:30-4:30 Mon thru Fri. 
Plans are also available online 

at www.southhadley.org/603/
Project-Plans.

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard should 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

Neva Tolopko
Conservation Chair

06/23/2023

TOWN OF SOUTH 
HADLEY

PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF VIRTUAL 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Planning Board 

will hold a virtual public 
hearing on July 10, 2023 
at 7:15 p.m. to consider a 
Special Permit application 
and Illuminated Sign Request 
filed by the Kkem Family c/o 
Carolyn Parker Consulting 
to alter a non-conforming 
illuminated sign for the pur-
pose of updating signage 
at the “Gulf” gas station at 
72 Lamb Street, Assessor’s 
Map 18 Parcel 93, pursuant 
to the Zoning Bylaw 255-7 
(existing uses, building and 
structures; nonconforming 
uses); 288-85G (illumination 
of signs); Article IX (special 
permits); and the Zoning 
Dimensional Regulation 
Schedule.

The public hearing will be 
conducted virtually on Zoom. 
Persons may join as follows:

URL to join: https://
u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s /
j / 8 2 6 4 1 5 5 5 6 9 0 ? p w d =
a3F1aXhDTG1ycnVOOGZ
RQnIzMnBsUT09

O r  j o i n  b y  p h o n e : 
+1(301) 715 8592,Webinar 
ID: 826 4155 5690 Passcode: 
401387

The property is located 
within the Business A-1 zon-
ing district and is an existing 
gas station.

The application is on 
fi le  in the Planning & 
Conservation Department 
Office (Room U6) in Town 
Hall and posted at www.
southhadleyma.gov under 
‘Pe rmi t  App l i ca t ions ’ -
Spec ia l  Pe rmi t ’  unde r 
s ec t ion  ‘Lamb Stree t 
(72)  -  Nonconforming 
Illuminated Sign’ or viewed 
at: https://www.southhadley.
org/1181/Special-Permits. 
Any person interested in, or 
wishing to be heard, should 
appear/join the hearing at 
the time and in the manner 
designated. This meeting 
is being conducted remote-
ly consistent with Chapter 
2 of the Acts of 2023 which 
extends the March 2020 
Governor’s Order suspend-
ing certain provisions of the 
Open Meeting Law MGL 
Ch. 30A Sec. 20 until March 
31, 2025.

Joanna Brown, Clerk
South Hadley 

Planning Board
06/23, 06/30/2023

Sale of Motor Vehicle 
under G.L. c. 255, 

Section 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

DM Towing, LLC, 254 Old 
Lyman Road, South Hadley, 
MA 01075 pursuant to the 
provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
Section 39A, that on July 7, 
2023 at 12:00 PM at 254 Old 
Lyman Road, South Hadley, 
MA by Private Sale, the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at a private sale to satisfy 
the garage-keeper’s lien there-
on for storage, towing charges 
and expenses of notices and 
sale of said vehicles.
2006 Yamaha FZ 6 (Blue) 
Plate: 2N1854 (MA)
VIN: JYARJ08E06A006531
Jose Luis Rosario
214 Fort Pleasant Ave.
Springfield, MA 01108

2006 Chevrolet Trail Blazer 
(Gray)
VIN: 1GNDT135262128787
Amy Elise Normandin
151 Silvin Rd.
Chicopee MA 01033

by William R Forget
Date: 6/15/2023

This notice has been given 
under the provisions of G.L. c. 
255, Section 39A.
06/23, 06/30, 07/07/2023

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, June 29
– Thank you!

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, June 29
– Thank you!

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certi�cate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Town Reminder

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

“You don’t know what they’re going 
through,” Barrows said.

Barrows said he’s hoping to bring his 
truck and join suicide survivors at school 
assemblies, to let students know they’re 
not alone in facing mental illness. 

Barrows credited James Guzman of 
Garage Mayhem in Granby for putting the 
truck’s chassis together.

Two Flakes Racing, based in West 
Warren, brought a pink and silver vintage 
modi�ed 1936 Chevy Coupe racecar, The 
Outlaw, giving spectators a chance to sit 
behind the steering wheel.

Members of the F-Troop parked next 
to each other, displaying their various 
Chevy vehicles.

Focused on friends, fun and food, the 
F-Troop celebrated Memorial Day with a 
12-car meet.

Glenn Putek of Monson, one of the 
F-Troop members, brought his 1957 
Chevrolet Bel Air to the All Wheels Show, 
which he bought in 1994 in Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina.

The body of the car is a raspberry 
mother of pearl, and the top is painted Ca-
dillac lilac pearl.

Putek said his brother built the engine, 
while he did the rest of the restoration. 

“It was a labor of love, for sure,” Putek 
said.

Putek said he’s the 11th owner of 
the car, which was born in and stayed in 
North Carolina up until he bought it.

Joining Putek was Dan Belanger of 
Palmer and his 1969 Chevrolet Chevelle. 

Belanger said that his sister’s name is 
Chevelle, and he bought the car about six 

years ago so she could drive it.
“Her kids love it,” he said. 
Belanger said the car’s been restored 

back to its former glory with the help of 
Putek.

Collecting cars is a passion of Be-
langer’s, and he also owns a 1967 Ford 
Fairlane, a 1967 Plymouth Barracuda and 
a 1984 Chevrolet Monte Carlo, to name 
a few.

The Barracuda is his favorite, he said, 
because he did the most work on it with 
the help of his friends.

“It was a bonding experience with 
buddies,” Belanger said.

Rounding out the F-Troop’s All 
Wheels Show entries was Cynthia Reyn-
olds’ 1949 Chevrolet Fleetline Deluxe.

Purchased from an 80-year-old man in 
Connecticut, Reynolds has had the car for 
over a year. 

Detailed with intricate pinstriping and 
sporting the front grill of a 1956 Chevro-
let Corvette, the Fleetline also has Cadil-
lac taillights. 

“It’s something different…out of the 
ordinary,” she said.

Sitting in the rear windshield of the car 
is a feathered fedora that Reynolds found 
at the Brim�eld Flea Market; just like the 
one her grandfather used to wear.

Supporters of the All Wheels Show 
include Classic Hits 97.7, Dunkin’ of 
Western MA, Sarat Ford and Lizak Bus 
Service.

The next public event at Palmer Mo-
torsports Park, 58 West Ware Road, will 
be Military Appreciation Day with Race 
Cars for a Cause on Saturday, June 17 
starting at 8 a.m.

ALL WHEELS from page 8

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Glenn Putek of Monson stands with his 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air.

A young car enthusiast takes a turn behind the wheel of a car entered by Two Flakes Racing.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

TAG SALE
COMMUNITY WIDE TAG SALE 
PINE VALLEY PLANTATION 
281 CHAUNCEY WALKER (ROUTE 
21) BELCHERTOWN SAT 6/24 8:00 
AM-3:00PM MAPS, LUNCH, RE-
STROOMS. USE FRONT ENTRANCE

TAG SALE: JULY 1ST & 2ND, 
9am-5pm. Household items, some 
antiques, power tools, mechanics 
tools, tig welder, many items to see. 
26 Aspen St., Ware MA. Rain or 
shine.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, �re department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, �shing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest rates, accumulations, junk, 
estates, attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. Dump-
sters available for rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete �nishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

**MINI SPLITS OR HIGH EFFI-
CIENCY HEAT PUMPS = MASS 
SAVE REBATES!!!** Take advan-
tage of MASSIVE rebates from Mass 
Save when we install a new Mini Split 
and High Efficient Heat Pumps - Just 
Call, Text or Email !!!! 413-282-8181
**Willing to travel all areas of Western 
MA 

Western Mass Home Repair
Offering all repairs, services, 

construction and consultation ** 
Licensed and Insured !

Call - Text - Email with any questions - 
We are here to help!

westernmasshomerepair@
gmail.com

413-282-8181

CLEANING 
SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 
AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 
(413) 455-9633

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Spring clean-up and lawn repair
Weekly mowing and yard maintenance
Landscape installation and restoration
Shrub trimming, pruning, and mulching

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial and Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of �xtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOR SALE SERVICESWANTED SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th, 
the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE.

To advertise, 
place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, June 29
Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Advertise your 
home improvement 

services in our classifieds.
We get results!

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$
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SAW STUMP GRINDING
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

CHINCHILLA’S FOR SALE $80.00 
or best offer. Call or text 413-523-
6002

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 1
The Town of Wilbraham is looking to 
�ll 2 Heavy Equipment Operator I po-
sitions. For application and more in-
formation please visit www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov.  Open until �lled.  EOE

VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST/
ASSISTANT for animal hospital. 
Friendly, detail-oriented, basic com-
puter and communication skills, willing 
to learn. Send resume to allcrea-
turesgreatsmallanimhosp@
gmail.com

CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS OF 
BELCHERTOWN is an assisted 
living community opened in 2018. We 
offer a warm, welcoming setting for our 
residents. We are looking for:
Closing Cook for 40 hours per week 
to help with preparing meals, maintain-
ing quality and sanitation, and helping 
with stocking. Must be able to work 
independently and practice excellent 
time management. Must also be com-
fortable with batch cooking, detail 
orientated, possess adequate knife 
skills, and be able to lift 50 pounds. Ab-
solutely no late nights, with the kitchen 
closing by 6pm.
Full-Time CNA, HHA, or PCA to 
join our team for overnight shifts. Dai-
ly responsibilities include ADL care, 
meal service and socialization for our 
residents. Applicants must be available 
to work every other weekend. Flexible 
schedules available! If you are not li-
censed as a CNA or HHA, we can train 
you to work as a personal care atten-
dant (PCA), so please inquire if you are 
interested!
Hourly wage is commensurate with 
experience.
Bene�ts: Dental insurance, �exible 
schedule, health insurance and paid 
time off.
Please apply in person at Christo-
pher Heights of Belchertown, 
99 Front Street, Belchertown, 
MA 01007.
CORI required. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

AUTOSERVICES REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED CLASSIFIEDS

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

HELP WANTED

WWW.NEWSPAPERS.TURLEY.COM • 413.283.8393

CLASSIFIEDS

Recycle Your Stuff for 
Cash in the Classifieds

Call or 
use the form 

in papers,
to sell! 

CLUES ACROSS
1. Understand 

intuitively
5. Two of something
9. Not involving 

computer tech
11. Acclaimed
13. Undermine
15. The condition of 

being concealed 
or hidden

16. Irritate
17. The process of 

developing a 
theory

19. Ceramic jar
21. Not fresh
22. Dad’s fashion 

accessory
23. Popular review 

site
25. New Mexico 

county
26. ‘__ death do us 

part
27. Fees
29. Takes with force

31. One-time 
Yankees rookie 
sensation

33. Gordon and 
Snider are two

34. Body parts
36. Arranges
38. Fiddler crabs
39. Mimics
41. Witnesses
43. They __
44. Lasso
46. Runs down
48. In response to
52. Bird-like 

dinosaur
53. Metamorphic 

stages
54. Conditions of 

incapacity
56. Sodas are sold 

in these units
57. Break away 

from
58. Ethereal
59. Boggy

CLUES DOWN
1. Mangled
2. Ruffled some 

feathers
3. Not young
4. Lakers legend
5. Nocturnal S. 

American rodent
6. Direction 

(Scottish)
7. Intestinal 

inflammation
8. Spring back in 

fear
9. Owl genus
10. Girls
11. Unbeliefs
12. Force unit
14. Expired trade 

agreement
15. Went alone
18. Animal noises
20. Woman who 

graduated 
from a specific 
school

24. The very top

26. Organs in 
males

28. Earnings
30. Z Z Z
32. Reddish browns
34. A salt or ester 

of acetic acid
35. A place to get 

off your feet
37. More 

disreputable
38. Kidney 

condition
40. Cease moving
42. Quick
43. Extra seed 

covering
45. “Survivor: 

Panama” winner
47. Six
49. One who 

inspects lamps
50. Small parrot
51. Primordial 

matter of the 
universe

55. __ fi (slang)

happening 
in your 

community!

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

NEW BRAINTREE – Camp 
Putnam displays a new sign at the 
intersection of Worcester Road 
and Rutherford Road. It has space 
to post camp events.

Duncan Stewart, former camp 
director and father of present 
director, Todd Stewart, said, “The 
new sign had been in the works 
for two years and was a collab-
oration of two members of our 
Board of Directors, Vin Lucchesi 
and Brenda Howland. Howland is 

the owner of 1st String.” The new 
sign replaces a large round saw 
blade painted white with Camp 
Putnam and a red feather painted 
on it. The old sign got relocated 
near the camp dining hall. 

Due to COVID-19, it was an 
unusual year for camp. The dining 
hall remained silent; campers did 
not hike the woods or splash in 
the swimming pool. They did not 
explore the ponds and wetlands.

Stewart said, “In terms of 
fundraisers, both of our spring 
‘at camp’ fundraisers were can-
celled: Red Feather Ramble and 

Barbeque and Summer Solstice 
Dinner. They are two of our major 
activities and normally provide a 
significant boost to our finances as 
we get ready to open camp.” 

Instead of the much larger 
fundraising events, the Board of 
Directors held two small “Grab 
N’ Go” lunches. Ed and Sue Reed, 
Russell Stannard and Heather 
Stewart prepared box lunches, 
which folks came to camp to pick 
up. They could then take and eat 
outside on the camp property or 
take to consume elsewhere. 

Stewart said, “Additionally, 

Todd [Stewart] and the Board of 
Directors surprised Heather and 
me with a letter sent out to our 
supporters asking for donations 
in honor of our 50th wedding 
anniversary.” The couple met as 
counselors at Camp Putnam and 
for most of their 50 years of mar-
riage were and still are involved in 
Camp Putnam. 

Stewart said, “It was a strange 
feeling at camp this summer with 
no kids singing, laughing and of 
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7
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Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting
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teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the
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ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations
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at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 
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PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 
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By Ellenor Downer
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OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the
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State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
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Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting
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ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
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“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 
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public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Selectmengrant
one-dayliquor

license
Library event toinclude beer and wine

By Ellenor DownerStaff Writer
OAKHAM – Fobes Memorial

Library director,  Samantha
Boudin,  requested a one-day
liquor license for the Friends of
the Library Swinging Desserts
event.

She said that this y
friends gro

BARRE – The Barre
Fire is one of the host
community that house a
technical rescue trailer
for the Fire Distr ic t  8
Technical Rescue Team.
As part of being a com-
munity that has members
on the team, Barre Fire
Department  hosted a
training scenario on
Thursday, Feb. 25 and
Sunday,  Feb.  28 at  the
sewer pumping station by
Fire  Stat ion 2 on
Wheelwright Road.The training was the

same on b th

Technical rescue team simulatessshhaafftt rreessccuuee Locally,Sandersand
Trumpwin in

primary
By Ell
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By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

HUBBARDSTON – The Board 
of Selectmen scheduled a Special 
Town Meeting for Thursday, Sept. 
24 at 7 p.m. at the Hubbardston 
Center School. 

The Special Town Meeting 
will focus on finalizing the FY21 
budget based on changes to rev-
enue and expenses caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. There are six 
articles on the warrant.

T h e  t ow n  c u r r e n t l y  h a s 
$419,425 in Stabilization, $42,350 
in Municipal Capital Stabilization, 
no money in Road Maintenance 
Stabilization and $284,743 in free 
cash.

The first article if approved 
would amend the vote taken under 
Article 7 of the June 2020 Annual 
Town Meeting. Article 1 said, 

“To see if the town will vote to 
amend the vote taken under Article 
7 of the June 2020 Annual Town 
Meeting by increasing the amount 
to be raised and appropriated by 
taxation by $50,000, by reducing 
the amount to be transferred from 
free cash by $50,000, by transfer-
ring from available funds or other-
wise providing the following sums 
of money to meet the salaries and 
compensation of town employees 
and town officers, as provided by 
MGL Ch. 41 x108, expense and 
outlays of the town departments 
and other sundry and miscella-
neous, but regular, expenditures 
necessary fro the operation of the 
town for fiscal year 2020 (July 1, 
2020 through June 30, 2021) as 
printed in the attached Appendix 

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

NEW BRAINTREE – The 
town of New Braintree will hold 
its Annual Town Meeting Monday, 
Sept. 21 at 7 p.m. at the New 
Braintree Grade School, Memorial 
Drive.

Masks and all social distancing 
protocols will be strictly enforced. 
Nine of the ten articles are rou-
tine articles. The first article seeks 
acceptance of the results of the 
Annual Town Election held June 
12. Article 2 asks voters to choose 
all the town officers not elected by 
ballot or appointed and Article 3 
asks to hear the reports of the sev-
eral tow officers and committees.

Article 4, the FY 2021 budget, 
asks voters to raise and appro-
priate money for the following: 
Appointed Officers’ Salaries 
including Animal Inspector, Zoning 
Enforcement Officer, Fire Chief/
Forest Fire Warden, Register of 
Voters clerk and Veterans agent; 
General  Government includ-
ing Select Board’s Expense, 
Town’s Clerical Expense, Legal 
Fees, Printing Expense, Care 
of Town Common Lands and 
Cemeteries, Care of Clock and 
Bell, Operation & Maintenance of 
Town Hall Expense, Operation and 
Maintenance of Town Hall Payroll 
Expense, Maintenance of Town 

Barre Lions Club participated in Face Shield Project

Camp Putnam gets a new sign

Hubbardston to 
hold STM Sept. 24

New Braintree ATM 
set for Sep. 21

BARRE – This past week, sev-
eral representatives from the Barre 
Lions Club presented 25 high qual-
ity face shields to the Barre Police, 
Barre Fire and EMS.  

Chief of Police John Carbone 
and Fire Chief Rob Rogowski were 
on hand to accept the donation. In a 
brief presentation, Jean Alman, the 
1st Vice President of the Barre Lions 
Club handed the box of Personal 
Protection Equipment (PPE) over to 
the chiefs. A few months ago very 
few people would have known what 
Personal Protection Equipment was, 
but the pandemic has changed that. 
Today we all know what PPE is and 
that there has been a huge shortage 
these past few months

In her first regional Advisory 
meeting,  Mass.  Distr ict  33A 
Lions Governor Denise Andrews 
announced a program that was 
being sponsored by the Harvard, 
Mass. Lions Club. Lions Clubs 
across Central Mass. are being 
given an opportunity to apply for a 
grant that would give them 25 face 
shields with the requirement that 
they be donated to local Police, Fire 
Departments and/or EMS. The Barre 
Lions Club wasted no time and 
applied for a grant.

This whole program began with 
an idea hatched by Bob Vinci, a 
Lion from Harvard. He is an engi-
neer and a problem solver. In the 
first month of the pandemic, he 

came to the conclusion that there 
was a great need to protect First 
Responders. It became clear that 
there were significant shortages of 
proper protection so he researched 
the problem and decided to act. He, 
along with some dedicated friends 
and family, took the bull by the 
horns and provided high quality, 
home-made face shields to Harvard 
first responders. He developed 

software that allowed him to make 
visors using the 3D printer that he 
had access to. His original goal was 
to produce 25 shields for his town of 
Harvard.

Word spread quickly of the work 
that was being done. Other towns 
joined in and were looking for these 
face shields. The bottom line is that 

This is one of the face 
shields that the Barre Lions 
Club donated to Barre’s 
emergency personnel. 

Turley Publications Submitted Photos

From left, Police Chief John Carbone, 1st Vice President of the 
Barre Lions Club Jean Alman and Fire Chief Rob Rogowski, 
pose with some of the 25 face shields that the Barre Lions 
Club was able to donate to town emergency personnel.

Back Roads 
Studio Tour set 
for Oct. 3 and 4

REGION – The Back Roads 
Studio Tour will have a different 
look this year due to Covid-19. It 
will be held the first weekend of 
October, Oct. 3 and 4, weather per-
mitting. 

Most of the artists are choosing 
to do an outside “curb side” tour 
at their homes. This is a chance 
to support local artists during try-
ing times. The tour will run from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days, in the 
towns of Barre, New Braintree, 
Spencer, North Brookfield and West 
Brookfield. Masks are a must as well 
as social distancing. The following 
artists will participate: Sue Morello 
of Sheldon Farm Baskets (hand 
crafted baskets), Bonnie Waterhouse 
of Deer Run Studio  (hand craft-
ed jewelry) Lou Meyerdierks  of 
Pieceful Primitives (wool applique,  
Jeffrey Palmer  of Palmer Design 
Group (hand crafted wood furniture), 
David Thompson hand crafted wood 
products, Frank White of Hollowood 
(carved wooden bowls and vessels) 
and Jeremy Kokocinski of Hillside 
Ironworks (ornamental iron work). 
People may visit the website at 
www.backroadsstudiotour.org for a 
description of participating artists 
and the studios map. 

PTO needs 
spooky displays 
for drive-thru 
Halloween event

H A R D W I C K  —  T h e 
Hardwick Elementary School 
PTO (HES PTO) is hosting their 
first ever “Drive Boo Trick-or-
Treat” event at the Hardwick 
Elementary School, Lower Road., 
Saturday, Oct. 24 from 5-6:30 
p.m. Families will drive-thru a 
festive display of decorated vehi-
cle trunks and other decorations 
and children will enjoy a sweet 
treat. The cost is $2 per child, 
with a $5 maximum per car. 
Costumes are encouraged and 
candy (or other Halloween prizes) 
donations are welcomed. All are 
invited to set up a decorated trunk 
or inflatables display at no cost – 
community members, businesses, 
families, etc. There is no cost to 
enter a decorated trunk or inflat-
ables. For more information or to 
register a decorated trunk/inflat-
ables display, people may con-
tact HES PTO President Emilly at 
413-324-6565. Deadline to regis-
ter a trunk/display is Oct. 9.

Farmers’ market offers 

Turley Publications Courtesy Photo by Lynn Hartman

Ward Holloway II of Holloway Farm in Barre sells produce, plants and herbs from his farm. He is also market master for the 
Barre Farmers’ Market. The farmers’ market is held every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. through October. 

See HUBBARDSTON STM, 
page 6

See NEW BRAINTREE, page 6
See CAMP PUTMAN, 

page 6

See BARRE LIONS, page 5
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By Joe Salvadore
Guest columnist

WARREN – Nineteen years 
ago, on Sept. 11, 2001, I was teach-
ing a class of 8th grade students, 
when another teacher came into the 
room and told me of the terrorist 
attacks on our country. As the news 
updates continued to come in I had 
to break the horrible news to my 
students that America was under 
attack. 

Those old enough to understand 
what happened that day can never 
forget the impact of seeing and 

hearing the awful events unfold on 
television. Whether you were too 
young or not even born in 2001, 
all Americans now live with the 
events of 9/11 affecting our lives. 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
began in Afghanistan and con-
tinues today. Thousands of U.S. 
troops have been deployed to pro-
tect America around the world. 
Some of those young students in 
my classroom that day went on to 
graduate and joined the service to 

Remembering those lost on 9/11

Courtesy photo 
Warren Fire Chief Adam Lavoie and Warren Police Chief Gerald 
Millette lead the 9/11 Ceremony as firefighter Seth Blackwell rings 
the bell to begin the ceremony. 

Remembering 9/11 despite 
COVID-19 restrictions

WARE – Last Friday, Sept. 11, the Fire 
Department remembered those who were lost on 
the same date in 2001, when terrorists hijacked air-
planes and flew them into the World Trade Towers 
and the Pentagon, killing more than 3,000 people. A 
fourth plane crashed in a field in rural Pennsylvania, 
after passengers rushed the hijackers.

The Ware Fire Department has a physical link 
with the Towers as it has two separate pieces of the 
buildings, which it has made into memorial areas, 
where people can sit and reflect upon what hap-
pened that day, 19 years ago this year.

The Police Department participates in the annual 
ceremony as well.

Workshop13 to 
hold exhibit from 
Sept. 26 to Oct. 11

By Eileen Kennedy
Staff writer

WARE – Workshop13 will 
hold its second Northeast Fine 
Arts Exhibition of traditional real-
ism pieces beginning Sept. 26, 
and it will run through Oct. 11. 
Admission is free.

It will kick off with an outdoor 
reception on Sept. 26, from 1 to 
4 p.m., across the street from 13 
Church St., where the arts and edu-
cation nonprofit is located. It will 
not offer food or alcoholic drinks 
this year, due to COVID-19, but 
will offer small bottle of sparkling 
water.

The exhibit will be open on 
Fridays, from 4 to 7 p.m., and 
Saturdays and Sundays, from 1 to 
4 p.m.

By Eileen Kennedy
Staff writer

WARE – As COVID-19 set in, 
Paul Harper and the Knights of 
Columbus knew they probably 
wouldn’t be able to offer children 
the much-loved annual Halloween 
parade and party, so they began to 
focus on an alternative event. 

So the Halloween tradition will 
carry on, but it will look a little 
different this year. On Friday, Oct. 
30, from 6 to 8 p.m., there will 
be a drive-up Halloween evening, 
and a provision for those who 
walk up as well. 

“This is for the kids,” Harper 

said. “We have a great town; we 
get a black eye sometimes, but 
this is just a great town.” 

As cars enter Grenville Park on 
Church Street, police will man the 
entrance, and they will be directed 
toward the parking lot where cars 
will stop, and volunteers will pro-
vide a goodie bag to each child in 
the car. Once the children receive 
their bags, the car will be directed 
around the baseball diamond and 
out the Walnut Street exit. Those 
who are on foot can head to a 
walk-up station at the Park Street 
entrance to the park. 

Police will greet people as they 
enter and man the exit as well. 

The Fire Department will have its 
light tower truck on hand so there 
will be visibility to hand out the 
bags.

“When we realized COVID-19 
was going to prevent us from hav-
ing the parade, I sat down to start 
figuring a way the kids could still 
have Halloween,” Harper said, 
acknowledging it is likely there 
won’t be Trick or Treat this year 
on top of being unable to provide 
the parade.

So the Knights are going all 
out this year, with the help of 

Halloween drive-through event planned

Boston harbor and 
Treasure Valley visited

WARE – With the initial open-
ing up of COVID-19 restrictions in 
place, Ware Boy Scout Troop 281, 
sponsored by AMVETs Post 2577, 
was able to restart its outdoor pro-
gram again. 

“Af te r  be ing  on  week ly 
ZOOM meetings over the late 
spring and summer months, the 
Scouts were excited about camp-
ing again” said Scoutmaster Dan 
Flynn. “We have to ensure prop-
er sanitation, temperature checks 
and be relentless on social dis-
tancing and mask-wearing. I am 
proud to say the Scouts have 

responded well and have taken 
strong personal responsibility.”
The Troop enjoyed a week-
end campout at Treasure Valley 
Scout Reservation in Rutland 
in mid-August. Fire building 
and outdoor cooking highlight-
ed that weekend. “We even had 
the availability to help several 
of our younger Scouts complete 
advancement over the week-
end. Our big weekend event was 

By Paula Ouimette
Staff writer

H A R D W I C K  —  F o r 
Hardwick residents, and peo-
ple near and far, one particular 
weekend in August marks an 
exciting time of year. Nearing 
the end of summer and the 
approach of the school year, the 
Hardwick Community Fair is the 
pinnacle of small town, whole-
some family fun. This would 
have been the 258th annual fair, 
but COVID-19 precautions and 
social gathering regulations 
made any sort of in-person cel-
ebration impossible. Although 
it has been cancelled in the past 
due to economic depression 
and war, the year 2020 marked 
the first time the Hardwick 
Community Fair was not held 
on the Hardwick Common 
because of a viral pandemic. The 
Hardwick Fair board opted to 
shift some of the events to an 
online, or virtual, format.

One of these virtual events 
was the Mountain Bike Race. 
A relative newcomer to the fair, 
this year was the 13th annu-
al race. The over 10-mile race 
was founded by Neil Dawson 
and Rick Romano, who have 
since handed the leadership role 

Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition 
will be in-person and online

File photo
Last year was the first Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition held by 
Workshop13, with this year’s being held between Sept. 26 and Oct. 11.

Scouts get out and about

Boy Scouts from Troop 281 
learn about detailing the USS 
Constitution during a recent visit 
to the historic ship in Boston 
harbor. Please see EXHIBIT, page 3

Please see HALLOWEEN, page 3

Please see 9/11 WARREN, page 3

Please see RACE, page 9

Hardwick 
trails home 
to mountain 
bike race

Please see more photos from 9/11 
Remembrance Ceremony on Page 6.

Turley Publications correspondent photo by Mandy Miller 
Last Friday Ware firefighters waited for the ceremony to begin to honor those lost in the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

Please see SCOUTS, page 5

By Jonah Snowden
jsnowden@turley.com

MONSON – Tuesday, Sept. 
15, marked not only a historic mo-
ment for the First Church of Mon-
son, but the town itself as church 
and community members gathered 
to discuss the restoration of a his-
toric organ.

The church’s Johnson & Song 
Organ Opus 781, built in 1892 and 
the only three-manual Johnson 
organ in the area, is now in the 
process of being evaluated and re-

paired for further use. 
The organ was donated to First 

Church by Mrs. Cyrus Holmes 
and Miss Esther Holmes in 1982 
and since has undergone several 
modi�cations, which include the 
installation of an electric blower, a 
new console and more. The result 
of this project came from a $1,000 
grant, issued to the church’s music 
committee by the Grace Make-
peace Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion to cover the repairs. 

In March of this year, when 
the organ was tuned, Messrs. or-
gan-builder business Czelusniak 
et Dugal, Inc. noted that it had its 
last major overhaul between 1952 

REMEMBRANCE

HISTORY VIEWPOINTS SPORTS

Team completes
modified season

Minimize injuries
while hiking

Fresh made goods 
out of Monson
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MONSON

By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com

PALMER – In a joint effort to 
honor the victims of 9/11, as well as 
those who’ve sacri�ced their lives to 
keep this country safe, a ceremony 
was hosted by the American Legion 
Post 130, held at the Fire Service 
Group building on Thorndike Street 
on the evening of Sept. 11. 

During the ceremony, after a 
brief moment of silence, several 
speakers took to the podium, in-
cluding Palmer town manager Ryan 
McNutt, post commander of Post 
130 Matthew Nay, vice commander 
of The American Legion Depart-
ment of Massachusetts Sally Nay, 

State Rep. Todd Smola (R-Warren), 
State Sen. Anne Gobi (D-Spen-
cer), town clerk Robert Lavoie and 
American Legion Post 130 chaplain 
Marjorie Cavanaugh, who also led 
the crowd in the opening and clos-
ing prayer and was later honored 
with �owers for her community 
service.

During his speech, Smola said 
although the current pandemic and 
9/11 are very different circumstanc-
es, the similarities lie with the he-
roes who have “risen above every 
challenge they have faced, in order 
to help their fellow men and women 
within their communities and across 

Post 130 hosts 9/11 ceremony

American Legion Post 130 chaplain Marjorie Cavanaugh, being honored with flowers from State Sen. Anne Gobi (D-Spencer) and State Rep. Todd Smola 
(R-Warren). 

By Melina Bourdeau
Staff Writer

MONSON – “Everything 
came to a screeching halt last 
Thursday, we had heard of a cou-
ple of positive COVID-19 cases in 
Monson at the same time we also 
heard of some large gatherings 
that occurred in town,” said Super-
intendent Dr. Cheryl Clarke to the 
Monson School Committee last 
Wednesday. 

In a matter of days, the num-
ber of COVID-19 cases went from 
11 to 13 from Saturday to Monday 
with pending tests awaiting results 
as the town was in the red category 
of the COVID-19 map. 

In response, the Monson 
School District postponed the 

opening of school until Sept. 21 
and the committee unanimously 
approved doing remote learning 
until further notice. 

Clarke explained there were 
more gatherings over the Labor 
Day weekend, which could poten-
tially impact the numbers in the 
coming weeks.

“Just to keep everyone as 
safe as possible, unfortunately 
throughout this journey the deci-
sions that have to be made are not 
always popular with everybody,” 
she said. “I’m sorry, but the safety 
and health of the students and staff 
is paramount.”

Three days of the week were 
snow days, which will be added on 
at the end of the school calendar, 

School Committee votes to 
go remote inde�nitely

By Jonah Snowden
jsnowden@turley.com

PALMER – To aid multiple 
businesses which have been dras-
tically affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic, over $700,000 worth 
of assistance is available across 
Belchertown, Hampden, Hard-
wick, Ludlow, Palmer and Ware.

Through this program, local 
businesses, who are working with 
local or regional partners, can ap-
ply for �nancial assistance with 
The Quaboag Valley CDC, which 
will provide grant funding of up to 
$10,000 per business.

Palmer Community Develop-
ment director Sarah Szczebak said 
they have contracted with QVC-
DC to administer the micro-enter-
prise assistance funds. 

“We had several businesses 
from both towns (Monson and 
Palmer) reach out to inquire about 
the program and we kept the list 

of interested businesses to send to 
the CDC once we’ve actually con-
tracted with them,” said Szczebak. 

To be considered for �nan-
cial assistance, businesses must be 
owned by someone with a low to 
moderate income and which has 
�ve or fewer employees. Dupli-
cation of bene�ts is not permit-
ted and funds will only be given 
based on the amount of loss due to 
COVID-19, according to eligibili-
ty guidelines.

Eligible businesses must be 
for-pro�t only; located in one of 
the participating towns; provide 
goods or services to multiple cus-
tomers; and must be currently in 
operation and have been estab-
lished prior to Jan. 1, 2019. 

Other quali�cations include 
the potential businesses being in 
good standing with the state and 
city/town, be current on all taxes 

Microenterprise Grant funds 
available to local businesses

COVID

By Elise Linscott
elinscott@turley.com

PALMER – During a conten-
tious special School Committee 
meeting last week, dozens of high 
school soccer players and their par-
ents asked the committee to recon-
sider letting the teams play in com-
petitive games this fall.

The committee voted at the end 
of the night to reform the athlet-
ic subcommittee this week, which 
members said could include parents 
who wanted to participate in the dis-
cussion and that could make its own 
recommendation on whether or not 
to allow competitive games.

The committee previously ap-
proved cross country and golf for 
competition and soccer for practic-

es on the recommendation of the 
school’s athletic director and train-
er, with competitive soccer games 
held during the next sports season, 
tentatively set by the state to begin 
Feb. 22.

During the meeting last 
Wednesday, student soccer players 
�led into the library one by one to 
ask the committee to “let us play.”

Parents Amanda Theriault, 
Melissa Petrashewicz and Nickey 
Rathbone prepared a presentation 
for the committee, laying out their 
arguments for allowing competitive 
soccer games, including the bene�ts 
to kids’ mental health and the sup-
port they get from being part of a 
team.

Students and parents filing out of Palmer High School, following a heated 
School Committee meeting Sept. 9. Turley Publications staff photo by Elise Lin-
scott.

PALMER

Soccer players, parents ask 
School Committee: “Let us play”

First Church organ, built 
in 1892, to be restored

HISTORIC

 The Johnson & Song Organ Opus 781 in the First Church of Monson. 
Turley Publications staff photos by Jonah Snowden

By Jonah Snowden
jsnowden@turley.com

MONSON – During the Mon-
son Board of Selectmen meeting on 
Sept. 8, Chief of Police Stephen Ko-
zloski and K-9 of�cer David Ron-
deau introduced the department’s 
newest member: a dog named Rex.

Kozloski began the introduc-
tion by reminding the Board of Se-
lectmen that there was a dialogue 
in the latter part of 2019 about the 
physical limitations of their other 
K-9, Storm. 

“K-9 Storm is still policed with 
(Rondeau) and he’s doing his very 
best to care for him based on the 
conditions,” said Kozloski. 

He said the funding for Rex 
was possible through generous do-
nations from Massachusetts Vest-

A-Dog and the Town of Monson, 
which helped them locate and pur-
chase the canine who happens to be 
from the same kennel Storm came 
from.

During the meeting, Roundeau 
formally introduced Rex, who is 
one and a half years old, who has 
been trained and certi�ed for patrol 
since June.

 “We’ve had good success al-
ready and we’re about to start the 
drug detection training soon,” said 
Roundeau. “He’s very social and 
he’s great at tracking. That’s really 
our primary role here – (using) his 
nose to �nd people when we need 
to �nd people.”

One of the instructions Chief 
Kozloski said he made to Roundeau 

Officer Rex was introduced to the Board of Selectmen and the Town of Mon-
son at large on Sept. 8. Courtesy photo

Monson Police Departments 
introduce new K-9 o�cer, Rex
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AGAWAM – �e Agawam Fire 
Department held a 9/11 remem-
brance ceremony, the ceremony 
took place out front of the Fire De-
partment and was live streamed 
on public access television.

�e ceremony was held in 
front of the 9/11 memorial in 
front of the Agawam Fire Depart-
ment building. �e memorial was 
planned and designed by City 
Councilor George Bitzas, and was 
built to honor and remember the 
victims, their families, �re, police, 
and EMS personnel. �e memori-
al includes the �agpole, a penta-
gon around the base of the �ag, a 
replica of the world trade center, 
and stones representing lives lost. 
�e memorial was surrounded by 

Town remembers 9/11

Members of the Agawam Fire Department raise the flag during the live streamed ceremony in honor of those lost. PHOTO BY SHELBY MACRI

A tree took out power lines on Highland Avenue on Monday afternoon. The 
large tree also blocked access to the road for a few hours, cutting off resi-
dents from their homes and stranding those already at home because it is a 
dead-end street. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Tree takes out power

CEREMONY  ❙  page 6

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – With the Feeding 
Hills center project nearly com-
pleted by the Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation, the 
Town of Agawam’s Department of 
Public Works is announcing sev-
eral paving projects will be taking 
place.

DPW Superintendent Chris-
topher Golba said various pav-

ing projects were set to start on 
Wednesday, Sept. 16.

According to Golba, construc-
tion activities for the streets will 
include reclamation of the exist-
ing pavement, �ne grading of the 
gravel road base, and the instal-
lation of new asphalt pavement 
surface. �e streets being paved 
will be done one at a time and the 
exact order has not been deter-
mined as of press time.

Golba states the work will con-

tinue into early October when he 
hopes all �ve streets will be com-
pleted.

Streets to be completed are 
South West Street, from Barry 
Street to the Connecticut state 
line, Spencer Street, Mulberry 
Street, Tower Terrace, and Corey 
Street, from Janelle Drive to Al-
hambra Circle.

Golba stated that residents 
are being asked not to park cars 

Paving projects beginning in town

AGAWAM – Mayor William 
Sapelli announces the Agawam 
Fire Department will now pro-
vide paramedic services to aid 
the Agawam Health Department 
School Nurses. Massachusetts 
school reopening guidance re-
quires that a COVID-19 isolation 
space be maintained separate 
from the school nurses o�ce for 
students or sta� that may begin 
to exhibit COVID-19 symptoms 
while in school. Because of the 

medical knowledge required, 
both the nurse’s o�ce and the 
isolation space should be sta�ed 
by a medical professional. 

�e high demand for RN’s as 
schools across the Common-
wealth re-open, left the sta�ng 
agencies unable to provide addi-
tional personnel to the Agawam 
Health Department. Meeting the 
Commonwealths requirements 
and safely opening the schools 
was a high priority for Agawam.

Mayor Sapelli along with Kath-
leen Auer and Fire Chief Alan 
Sirois collaborated on a plan that 
would allow Agawam’s Paramed-
ics to work with school Nurses 
and meet the reopening require-
ments of the Commonwealth. On 
September 14th Agawam Fire-
�ghter Paramedics reported for 
duty in Agawam schools helping 
to keep students and sta� as safe 
as possible in these challenging 

Agawam paramedics helping students get back to school safely
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By Peter Spotts

Principal Stacey Jenkins and the 
team at Anne T. Dunphy Elementary 
School are geared up for the return of 
students this week after going over 
the final details with the Board of 
Selectmen at its meeting last Thursday, 
Sept. 10.

Jenkins told the board the school 
is comfortable with its hybrid model 
bringing half the students in on 
Monday and Tuesday and the other half 
Thursday Friday, with a deep cleaning 

Board impressed 
with school plans

By Shelby Macri 

A couple parents brought issues 
with Chromebook connectivity to the 
Gateway Regional school Committee 
during the public comment section of 
its Sept. 9 meeting.

A parent said the Chromebook 
her child had was having trouble con-
necting to the Gateway School website 
as well as connecting to the School 
Committee meeting via Zoom. Another 
parent agreed that the Chromebook 
his child had was having trouble 
connecting to the school website as 
well. Superintendent David Hopson 
explained that it’s most likely a quick 

REOPENING, page 7

BOARD, page 8

Policies finalized
for reopening

GATEWAY

WILLIAMSBURG

By Shelby Macri 

Eileen Daneri approached the 
Board of Selectmen about resuming 
of Yoga lessons at Town Hall or if she 
should look for an alternative location 
for the classes at its meeting on Tuesday, 
Sept. 8.

The Board had concerns peo-
ple, though socially distanced, would 
be communing and exerting energy, 
sweating, sharing mats, and being in a 
small room would increase the risk of 

Yoga locations 
up in the air

By Mary Kronholm

Town Adminis t ra tor 
Joshua A. Garcia presented 
the board with a draft for a 
price quote request to make 
some cosmetic landscape 
changes to Veterans’ Park at 
Town Commons.

“The intent is to improve 
curb appeal,” Garcia said, and 
he added there is $15,000 set 
aside for this purpose. It is 
apparently only for that sec-
tion of the Town Commons in 
front of the Highway Garage 
and not for the entire piece of 
land that comprises the Town 
Commons at the top of the 
hill. No annual maintenance 
is to be included.

The discussion included 
the possibility of moving the 
cannon, which is currently 
hidden, or moving the cannon 
balls closer to it.

“Can we choose a plan 
or the lowest price?” asked 
Chair Cara Letendre.

Selectboard member 
Thomas Ackley said, “We 
may choose what we like, but 
it may not be the most eco-
nomical.”

Letendre was concerned, 
“If we reject a bid and it’s 
not the lowest, a compa-
ny can then come back and 
file a claim…it just becomes 
messy.”

Ackley was under the 
impression each firm giving 

a price would also provide 
multiple options along with 
a variety of prices. Letendre 
said “Each company would 
provide one option.” 

There was no scope of 
the project in the request for 
a price, and Garcia said he 
would work on producing a 
scope. Letendre asked, “How 
much would it cost if we 
ask someone with historical 
knowledge? What about the 
Historical Commission…if 
they have a thought on it?”

Garcia admitted that the 
Historical Commission had 
been to see him. 

The care and histor-
ic maintenance of Town 
Commons in Massachusetts 

is covered in a 14-page doc-
ument from the Department 
o f  R e c r e a t i o n  a n d 
Conservation called “Terra 
Firma, Putt ing Historic 
Landscape Preservation on 
Solid Ground.”  The intro-
duction states the infor-
mation includes: a study of 
the character-defining fea-
tures of common, guidance 
on researching the past and 
planning for their future, case 
studies highlighting timely 
issues faced by municipali-
ties, and a resources section 
to assist in moving your town 
common projects forward.” 

There is  also grant 

Selectboard debates town commons improvements

YOGA, page 6

By Peter Spotts

School starts this week 
and Principal Kristin Smidy 
and her staff are looking for-
ward to finding some creative 
ways to schedule events for 
the students with the local 
Board of Health.

Following the successful 
Senior Paint Party for their 
parking spaces on Sept. 3, 
Smidy received permission 
from the School Committee 
on Sept. 14 to move forward 
hosting activities during the 
fall. Smidy said the plan is 
to have small gatherings the 
school could supervise and 
enforce safety guidelines and 
also give students a chance to 
see each other.

“They [the students] 
were more than happy to 
comply [with the guidelines 
for paint day],” Smidy said. “I 
think if the school organizes 
these activities, we can ensure 
these guidelines are in place.”

One of these events 
took place on the first day of 
school, Wednesday, Sept. 16. 
Seniors had the opportunity 
to come by the school land 
take a picture with the school 

SCHOOL, page 7

COMMONS, page 3

It’s a busy week as Gateway and Hampshire Regional School Districts welcome back students 
physically and remotely for the start of the 2020-2021 school year.

Photos by Shelby Macri and Peter Spotts
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LUDLOW – There are two 
people who inspired Ludlow 
Police Department’s newly ap-
pointed of�cer Matthew Corbin 
to pursue a career in law en-
forcement. 

One of them was his uncle, 
Jay Gershowitz, a state troop-
er. His uncle, Joe Marques, 
who was a correctional of�cer 
at the Hampden County Jail, 
also served as an inspiration to 
Corbin. 

The �rst step in Corbin’s 
journey, began at the Hamp-
den County Jail, through the 
County Jail Summer Health 
Program from 2017 to January 
of 2020. 

During his time working at 
the jail, Corbin said he worked 
with a lot of inmates who he had 
to place in special housing and 
conduct searches on. 

“I had a great three years 
there and thought I could help 
my community and wanted to 
pursue a career in law enforce-
ment,” said Corbin. “It just 

showed me that I wanted to be 
more proactive outside of the 
jail, to be more helpful, and I 
though the best way of doing 

that would be becoming a police 
of�cer, because there’s more 
you can do before the inmates 
come to jail.”

Following his experience 
working at the jail, Corbin said 
he took and passed a Civil Ser-
vice test in September of 2019 
and later began the interview 
process with the Ludlow Board 
of Selectmen. Corbin also at-
tended the Boylston Police 
Academy from February to July 
of 2020. 

During his time there, 
Corbin said the academy helped 
further his knowledge and skill-
set in the �eld on law enforce-
ment, such as a learning more 
about gangs, drugs, �rearms and 
more.  “They had all different 
kinds of classes,” said Corbin. 
“It was a very great overall ex-
perience.” 

Since beginning his job as a 
police of�cer with the Ludlow 
Police Department on Aug. 3, 
Corbin has undergone a �eld 
training program, where he fol-
lows closely with other of�cers 
“to learn how they do they do 
their job and interact with the 

community,” he said.
“Once I get off �eld training, 

I’ll be able to be on my own and 
be my own of�cer,” said Corbin. 
“It’s been a very humbling ex-
perience; there’s a lot of new 
things that I’m learning right 
now.” 

As a Ludlow resident, 
Corbin said so far, it’s been 
great serving the community he 
has grown up in. 

“I have family that grew up 
in Ludlow throughout the entire 
time the town has been around,” 
said Corbin. “I think being a po-
lice of�cer in the town of Lud-
low was always just another 
way I can protect my family and 
the community that’s given me 
so much in the past.”

Regarding what the new-
ly appointed police of�cer is 
looking forward to while work-
ing with the police department, 
Corbin said, “experiencing ev-
erything the job has to offer” 
and becoming more acquainted 
with his co-workers. He said 
he expects every day to be a 
different experience, which is 
what he loves about his job.

Ludlow police 
report o�-road 
and bicycle 
disturbance calls

LUDLOW – Over a six day 
period this month, the Ludlow 
Police Department received nine 
reported incidents involving bi-
cyclists or off-road vehicle op-
erators causing disturbances by 
driving erratically or through 
loud noise complaints.

The bicyclists and/or off-
road vehicle operators either 
speed, create loud noise distur-
bances by driving through res-
idential neighborhoods, weave 
in-between vehicle traf�c, or 
deliberately swerve at motor-
ists either in parking lots or on 
public roadways, according to a 
statement from Ludlow police. 
These incidents occurred on 
West Street by Holyoke Street, 
Chestnut Street by East Street, 
Howard Street by Sewall Street, 
East Street by Prospect Street, 
Ridgeview Circle, Minechoag 
Heights, and Fox Run Drive.

The Ludlow Police Depart-
ment encourages anyone who 
observes this type of behavior 
to contact the Ludlow Central 
Dispatch Center as quickly and 
as timely as possible to help the 
department identify the opera-
tors.

These bicyclists and off-
road vehicle operators may be 
charged both criminally or civ-
illy for their illegal driving be-
havior and may also face con�s-
cation or impoundment of their 
bicycles or off-road vehicles.

Matthew Corbin hired as newest Ludlow police o�cer 
Curbside pasta with a 
purpose

SEE PAGE 2

Of�cer Matthew Corbin

LUDLOW – On Saturday, 
Sept. 12, the Ludlow Rotary in 
partnership with Ludlow VFW 
Post 3236 and Cub Pack/Boy 
Scout Troop 1774 observed Pa-
triots Day and the National Day 
of Service and Remembrance 
by cleaning headstones at the 
Center Street Cemetery.

“We were honored to help 
rejuvenate these grave markers 
that had been neglected for so 

many years and restore them 
to their original form as best 
we could,” said Ludlow Rotary 
president Kevin Vestal. “We are 
fortunate to be to restore dig-
nity to those Ludlow residents 
that are gone, but not forgot-
ten.” 

“Ludlow Day of Service 
was held on Saturday Sept. 12 
as part of the Sept. 11 Patriot 
Day and National Day of Ser-

vice and Remembrance,” said 
Eric Segundo, Town of Ludlow 
director of Veterans’ Services. 
“On this day, Americans across 
the country are called to volun-
teer in their local communities 
in tribute to the individuals lost 
and injured in the attacks, �rst 
responders, and the many who 
have risen in service to defend 
freedom. This was our way of 
honoring their memories.”

Ludlow Rotary, Scouts, VFW partner for Day of Service

Submitted photos

On Sept. 12, the Ludlow
 Rotary and Ludlow VFW 

Post 3236 and Cub Pack/Boy 
Scout Troop 1774 observed 

Patriots Day and the National 
Day of Service 

and Remembrance by cleaning 
headstones at the 

Center Street Cemetery.

Ferreira appointed 
branch manager

SEE PAGE 5

Eastern States Exposition 
launches virtual Big E 
vendors marketplace
Eastern States Exposition has 
launched The Big E Marketplace – 
a webpage that helps connect its 
fairgoers to their favorite vendors 
where they can shop for the goods 
and services that make the Fair 
experience unique and exciting.

SEE PAGE 10
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NEW BRAINTREE – The 
town of New Braintree will 
hold its Annual Town Meet-
ing Monday, Sept. 21 at 7 p.m. 
at the New Braintree Grade 
School, Memorial Drive.

Masks and all social dis-
tancing protocols will be strict-
ly enforced. Nine of the ten 
articles are routine articles. The 
�rst article seeks acceptance of 
the results of the Annual Town 
Election held June 12. Article 
2 asks voters to choose all the 
town of�cers not elected by 
ballot or appointed and Arti-
cle 3 asks to hear the reports 
of the several tow of�cers and 
committees.

Article 4, the FY 2021 bud-
get, asks voters to raise and 
appropriate money for the fol-
lowing: Appointed Of�cers’ 
Salaries including Animal In-
spector, Zoning Enforcement 
Of�cer, Fire Chief/Forest Fire 
Warden, Register of Vot-
ers clerk and Veterans agent; 
General Government includ-
ing Select Board’s Expense, 
Town’s Clerical Expense, Legal 
Fees, Printing Expense, Care 
of Town Common Lands and 
Cemeteries, Care of Clock and 
Bell, Operation & Maintenance 
of Town Hall Expense, Opera-
tion and Maintenance of Town 
Hall Payroll Expense, Mainte-
nance of Town Garage, Board 
of Appeals Expense, Council 

On Aging Expense, Council on 
Aging Transportation Expense, 
Conservation Commission Ex-
pense, Historical Commission 
Expense, Veterans’ Agent Ex-
pense, Veterans’ Relief, Board 
of Health Expense, Planning 
Board Expense, Moderator’s 
Expense, Town Clerk’s Ex-
pense, Elections and Registra-
tions Expense, Elections and 
Registrations Payroll Expense, 
Library Expense, Library Pay-
roll Expense, Recycling Com-
mittee Expense, Website Ex-
pense, Dog Of�cer Expense, 
Agricultural Commission and 
the Town Historian; Financial 
including Assessors’ Expense, 
Assessor Clerical Payroll, As-
sessors’ Legal Fees, Auditor’s 
Expense, Auditor’s Payroll 
Expense, Finance Committee 
Expense, Finance Committee 
Reserve Fund, Tax Collector’s 
Expense, Tax Collector’s Cleri-
cal Payroll Expense, Treasurer’s 
Expense and Treasurer’s Cleri-
cal Payroll Expense; Protection 
of Persons and Propery includ-
ing MEMA (Civil Defense), 
Equipment Fuel Account, Fire 
Department Expense, Fire 
Department and Fire Labor 
Expense, Forest Fire Equip-
ment, Police Department 
Expense, Police Department 
Payroll Expense, Communica-
tions Expense, Alarm/Securi-
ty Expense,  Street Lights and 
Emergency Response Services; 

New Braintree ATM 
set for Sep. 21

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

NEW BRAINTREE – 
Camp Putnam displays a new 
sign at the intersection of 
Worcester Road and Ruth-
erford Road. It has space to 
post camp events.

Duncan Stewart, former 
camp director and father of 
present director, Todd Stew-
art, said, “The new sign had 
been in the works for two 
years and was a collabora-
tion of two members of our 
Board of Directors, Vin Luc-
chesi and Brenda Howland. 
Howland is the owner of 1st 

String.” The new sign replaces 
a large round saw blade paint-
ed white with Camp Putnam 
and a red feather painted on 
it. The old sign got relocated 
near the camp dining hall. 

Due to COVID-19, it was 
an unusual year for camp. 
The dining hall remained si-
lent; campers did not hike the 
woods or splash in the swim-
ming pool. They did not ex-
plore the ponds and wetlands.

Stewart said, “In terms 
of fundraisers, both of our 
spring ‘at camp’ fundraisers 
were cancelled: Red Feather 
Ramble and Barbeque and 
Summer Solstice Dinner. 

They are two of our major 
activities and normally pro-
vide a signi�cant boost to our 
�nances as we get ready to 
open camp.” 

Instead of the much larger 
fundraising events, the Board 
of Directors held two small 
“Grab N’ Go” lunches. Ed 
and Sue Reed, Russell Stan-
nard and Heather Stewart 
prepared box lunches, which 
folks came to camp to pick 
up. They could then take and 
eat outside on the camp prop-
erty or take to consume else-
where. 

Camp Putnam gets a new sign
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO COURTESY OF ELLENOR DOWNER

Camp Putnam, Rutherford Road, New Braintree has a new sign at the entrance to the camp.

STURBRIDGE – At a re-
cent meeting held via Zoom, the 
Sturbridge Rotary Club hosted 
Co-Director of the St. John 
Paul II Food Pantry, Roberta 
Watson. Watson spoke about 
the impact felt at the pantry as 
a result of the Coronavirus. She 
cited statistics of household, 
individual and senior use at the 
pantry pre-Covid compared to 
what the statistics are today. 
While the use of the pantry was 
higher pre-Covid, participation 
decreased considerably and 
only recently has it started to 
increase. Watson particularly 
expressed her concern for re-
duced use of the pantry by se-
niors and checked with them as 
to their needs and/or concerns.  

Watson also serves as head 
gardener at the Community 
Food Collaborative (CFC), 
another volunteer position she 

holds. Following her presen-
tation, club co-president Ken 
Jones presented Watson with a 
Rotary Paul Harris Fellow rec-
ognition for her untiring work 
not only at the garden but at 
the Food Pantry as well. Wat-
son feels very strongly about 
providing quality products and 
dignity to all clients at the pan-
try as well as growing quality 
products and showing respect 
to and welcoming all volunteers 
at the garden. Not only does 
she work hard in both volun-
teer positions, she does so with 
a smile and genuine concern 
for everyone. She’s patient and 
very willing to educate volun-
teers concerning plants, plant 
pests, and the �ne balance be-
tween soil and water needs for 
various types of plants.

Because Watson’s recog-
nition was given via Zoom, 

co-president Klaus Hachfeld 
volunteered at the next garden 
work session and personally 
presented the award certi�cate 
and pin to her. The recogni-
tion is a way of honoring an 
individual who goes above and 
beyond what is expected, and in 
this case, not only for the pan-
try and the CFC garden, but in 
her everyday life.

The Sturbridge Rotary Club 
donated $1,000 to the Rotary 
Foundation in Watson’s name 
in order to honor her with the 
Paul Harris Fellow recognition. 
Watson stressed, “While I’m 
honored and proud to be given 
this recognition, the dedicated 
volunteers I work with both at 
the pantry and the CFC garden 
collectively get the job done 
and for that, we all need to be 
thankful.”

Rotary honors CFC head gardener

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO
Roberta Watson, from left) receives an award certificate and pin from Sturbridge Rota-
ry Club co-president Klaus Hachfeld.
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Poor
ventilation 
shutters 
Bowe

By Dalton Zbierski
Staff Writer 

“Expect the unexpect-
ed,” may well be the Chicop-
ee Public Schools’ motto for 
the 2020-2021 academic year. 
During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, certainties have been as 
rare as a student with perfect 
attendance, and the school dis-
trict has readied itself for the 
unforeseen.

Unfortunately, the semes-
ter’s �rst tough break occurred 
before classes of�cially began. 
Due to poor ventilation, Patrick 
E. Bowe School on Hampden 
Street will be shuttered until 
Feb. 2021 at the earliest.

“We asked for an HVAC 
building assessment. When 
we received the report back, it 
showed on there how the only 
ventilation in both schools 
are the windows. We felt that 
wasn’t suf�cient enough for 
ventilation as the cooler weath-
er comes on,” said School Su-
perintendent Lynn Clark on 
Sept. 15. 

The decision to close 
Bowe School was announced 
on Sept. 11, just days prior to 
the �rst day of school on Sept. 
15. All Bowe School students 
now must learn virtually until 
the issue is resolved. 

Clark noted that the dis-
trict contacted parents and 
staff the morning after it re-
ceived the assessment. Phase 
I students, those with special 
needs or circumstances who 
must learn in person, are being 
bused to a different location. 

Boys & Girls Club 
receive $5,000

By Dalton Zbierski
Staff Writer

CHICOPEE – On the 
evening of March 7, hun-
dreds of enthusiastic locals 
�lled Fitzpatrick Arena in 
Holyoke to witness the “Bat-
tle of the Badges,” a yearly 
hockey exhibition between 
the Chicopee Fire and Police 
departments.

The initiative raised over 
$10,000. The Boys & Girls 
Club of Chicopee received 
$5,000 while a scholarship 
fund for Chicopee students 
and the family of fallen Chi-
copee Fire�ghter Anthony 
Spano each received $2,500.

No more than 10 days 
following the event, the full 
effect of the COVID-19 pan-
demic struck. Schools were 
closed, businesses were shut-

tered, athletic events were 
postponed or canceled en-
tirely and large-scale fund-
raisers such as “Battle of the 
Badges” remain dif�cult to 

hold even today. 
It would take more than 

six months for the event’s 

Supporters of the Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee pose for a photo on the morning of Sept. 18, 
celebrating a successful 2020 edition of the “Battle of the Badges” hockey exhibition and 
fundraiser that occurred on March 7. COURTESY PHOTOS

Police Officer Chris Galindo signs a $5,000 check that is being 
held by Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee Director Jason Reed. 
The money was raised during a March 7 initiative led by 
Chicopee first responders. 

Battle of the Badges
rivalry proceeds awarded

See BOWE page 5 See BADGES page 9

Making a difference by going door-to-door
By Dalton Zbierski

Staff Writer

CHICOPEE – A commu-
nity-based collaboration went 

door to door in Chicopee last 
Friday in a heartfelt effort to 
make a difference. For two 
hours on Sept. 18, represen-
tatives of numerous groups 

walked together through 
Chicopee Center, spreading 
knowledge of critical resourc-
es such as home health care 
options, substance use recov-
ery services and health im-
proving options such as food 
resources and social services.

Of�cers from the Chi-
copee Police Department’s 
C3 Unit led the neighborhood 
march alongside representa-
tives of Commonwealth Care 
Alliance, Tapestry Health and 
Better Life Homecare. Sgt. 
Tommy Gazda, leader of the 
C3 Unit, listed the objective. 

“We put together a little 
over 100 bags �lled with bro-
chures from the RiverMills 
Center that include info on 
a lot of resources that people 
might not know or be aware 
that they qualify for. Every-
thing is in bags, and because 

of COVID, we’re not knock-
ing on doors. We just place 
these on the doorknobs,” said 
Gazda. 

Gazda hopes the endeav-
or will occur every week and 
eventually reach all parts of 
the city. Due to the location 
of the C3 Unit’s substation in 
Chicopee Center, nearby West 
and School streets were cho-
sen �rst. 

In the near future, it is ex-
pected the initiative will visit 
the Fairview and Willimansett 
sections of Chicopee. Rosa 
Cortez, of CCA, detailed the 
project’s value and aim.

“We just go out into the 
community to bring informa-
tion to those folks who are 
homebound or can’t really ac-
cess it,” said Cortez. “When 

Representatives of the Chicopee Police Dept.’s C3 Unit, 
Commonwealth Care Alliance, Tapestry Health and Better Life 
Homecare went door-to-door through sections of Chicopee Center 
on Sept. 18 to spread awareness of critical resources. COURTESY PHOTO See DIFFERENCE page 7
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School district 
celebrates 

Hispanic Heritage

Women’s 
Leadership Lunch 
Series continues

H O L Y O K E  – 
Receiver of School Dr. 
Alberto Vázquez Matos 
addressed students and 
families regarding Hispanic 
Hertiage Month. He said:

E a c h  y e a r  f r o m 
September 15 to October 
15, we as a country cel-
ebrate National Hispanic 
Heritage Month. During 
th i s  mon th ,  Ho lyoke 
Public Schools takes time 
to celebrate the history, 
cultures, language, and 
contributions of Hispanics 
and Latinx people to our 
city and this country.  This 
is also an opportunity for 
us as a school district to 
affirm and demonstrate 
our commitment to diver-
sity, inclusion, and equi-
ty for all of our students, 
staff, and community.

HOLYOKE — Tanisha 
Arena, executive director 
of the nonprofit advoca-
cy group Arise for Social 
Justice, and Pam Victor, 
owner of Happy Valley 
Comedy Theater, will be 
the featured presenters 
on Wed., Sept. 30, during 
the third session of the 
2020 Virtual Women’s 
Leadersh ip  Luncheon 
Series.

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
police and fire along with the 
FBI responded to a scene at 
91 Pleasant Street on Tuesday 
afternoon. Holyoke Police 
would arrest  Gregory A. 
Bennett, the son of a former 
police Sgt. Gary Bennett.

Bennett was charged with 
four counts of illegal pos-
session of explosive devic-
es. It appears, according to 
a spokesperson, that Bennett 
was attempting to make pipe 
bombs. Police found several of 
the bombs in the garage at the 
Pleasant Street house.

It appears a family mem-
ber alerted police of the devic-
es and there was a quick 
response as police evacuat-
ed six surrounding homes 
and called in the FBI and the 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives Bureau was 
also called in. The pipe bombs 
were deemed safe and turned 
over to the Massachusetts State 
Police.

Pleasant Street was buzzing on Tuesday afternoon as emergency vehicles lined a part of the street. Police and 
fire converged at the scene. Photos by Shelby Macri

Pipe bombs found in garage

Boys & Girls Club continues 
to provide essential services

HOLYOKE – Amidst 
a global pandemic, social 
injustice unrest, and unfold-
ing economic crisis, the vast 
majority of public schools 
in Western Mass. have now 
adopted remote learning plat-

forms. Keeping young people 
on track academically now 
means clearing major hurdles 
unlike ever before – logging 
on to the virtual classroom 
and having proper food and 
nutrition each day. 

Boys & Girls Club of 
Greater Holyoke is doing 
whatever it takes to pro-
vide support services for our 
youth. As more students than 
ever face academic challenges 
and a myriad of related issues, 
Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Holyoke has launched a full-
day child care and learning 
pod program where a desig-
nated group of kids can safely 
access computers and receive 
support from Club staff, all 
while learning and playing at 
a distance from each other. 
Club staff provide social, 
emotional and learning sup-
port throughout the virtual 
school day and transition to 
traditional Boys & Girls Club 
afterschool programming and 
enrichment activities in the 
afternoon.

Boys & Girls Club of 
Greater Holyoke also contin-
ues to combat the food inse-
curity for the most at-risk 
youth in Holyoke. The Club 
is providing targeted dinner 
deliveries to all children liv-
ing in homeless shelters, 
youth with special needs, or 
parents of children who are 
elderly or disabled. In partner-
ship with Holyoke Housing 
Authority and other commu-
nity partners, Boys & Girls 
Club of Greater Holyoke is 
also providing meals to four 
site locations throughout the 

The Boys & Girls Club is helping students with their remote learning.
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Four councilors file 
recall election proposal

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

H O LY O K E  –  T h e 
Holyoke City Council is look-
ing to hire a director of emer-
gency finance and is seeking 
more transparency in the pro-
cess.

On Tuesday night, the 
Council approved an order 
seeking that.

Since the coronavirus 
pandemic began, the city has 
been receiving money from the 
CARES act, the major legisla-
tion approved that brought the 
first round of stimulus checks 
directly to residents. As a 
result, the city created a tempo-
rary job called “deputy director 
of emergency finance.”

The job was funded by the 
CARES act and was filled in 
June.

According to Ward 2 
Councilor Terence Murphy, 
the job was filled by the city 
administration without posting 
the position, standard practice 
even in emergency situations.

Murphy, whose order was 
co-sponsored by Councilors 
Linda Vacon and Michael 
Sullivan, sought transparency 
in the hiring process, and ref-
erenced Mayor Alex Morse’s 

Council 
seeking hiring 
transparency

Curbside service 
remains open 

for library
HOLYOKE – At this 

t ime,  Holyoke Publ ic 
Library building remains 
temporarily closed to the 
public until further notice. 
We encourage you can 
access our online resourc-
es, request items for curb-
side pickup, contact us! 
and more.

See COUNCIL, page 9
A dinner program has also been started for area students.

Submitted photos
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Project 351 
distributed gifts 
to local �rst 
responders

By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer

REGION – Last Friday, 
100 Granby and South Had-
ley �rst responders were 
surprised as they became the 
recipients of care packages 
courtesy of Project 351.

Two local representa-
tives of the youth-led service 
group partook in the initiative 
on Sept. 11, expressing grati-
tude for emergency personnel 
on the 19th anniversary of the 
9/11 terrorist attacks. 

“We made little care pack-
ages for all the police and �rst 
responders in South Hadley 
and Granby,” said Granby 
Junior/Senior High School 
student Ariana Klekotka, a 
Project 351 alumnus and peer 
leader.

Project 351 

A simple thank you

Photo by Dalton Zbierski
[L to R] Jenna Bobrowski, Erin Bullough, Ariana Klekotka and Leah 
Bobrowski distributed thank you packages to local first responders last 
week.Please see 9/11, page 9

By Melina Bourdeau
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY – In 
what was called a discussion 
on potentially starting an of�-
cial reopening committee, the 
South Hadley School Com-
mittee discussed the groups 
already in place making rec-
ommendations for the phased 
reopening of schools amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

School Committee mem-
ber Allyson Garcia began 
the conversation stating that 
there was a local news story 
reporting the committee was 
ignoring one group.

In an earlier meeting, a 
group of medical profession-
als proposed the idea of start-
ing an advisory committee 

School 
Committee 
discusses 
advisory 
board

TIMES
EDUCATION
Sarah Gurney 
receives
scholarship
Page 16

SPORTS
Return to sports 
important for 
athletes
Page 11

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
PALMER, MA

PERMIT NO. 22

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES
SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

Dedicated to Improving the Quality of Life in the Communities We Serve

ECR-WSS 
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

To be located at BWT 
Middle School

By Eileen Kennedy
Staff writer

HAMPDEN – Selectmen 
questioned Minnechaug Re-
gional School Superintendent 
Al Ganem Jr. about the proposed 
placement of a YMCA before 
and after school programs, along 
with an all-day program that 
would monitor remote students, 
at the Burgess W. Thornton Mid-
dle School. The programs have 
not started up yet, Ganem said.

SelectBoard Chairman Don-
ald Davenport said the school 
district had not informed the Se-
lectBoard of the program’s loca-
tion at the former middle school 
in Hampden.

“The governor’s order, 
COVID-19 order, makes town’s 
responsibilities clear,” said Dav-
enport said. “It’s our responsibil-
ity to make veri�cations that the 
program is adhering to all regu-
lations.”

The district chose the mid-
dle school, which only has some 
school programs these days, as 
the location of the Y programs 
so all students could be accom-
modated safely. Usually the pro-
grams are located at each school 
so students do not have to leave 
their schools, Ganem said, but 

COVID safety protocols made 
the move to put all the programs 
at Thornton Burgess necessary. 
The Y will transport students 
from the middle school to their 
respective schools for those tak-
ing part in the morning care, Ga-
nem said. And students would 
have to be transported from their 
schools to the middle school.

Davenport said the town 
would be responsible for mak-
ing sure the Y programs met 
COVID-19 safety standards, 
and directed Ganem and Town 
Administrator Robert Markel to 
come up with a plan that would 
make sure the standards are in 
place and how they will be mon-
itored. Ganem and Markel were 
due to meet on Tuesday morning 
at Markel’s of�ce.

“You haven’t approached 
the town, the town hasn’t been 
informed and it was just hap-
penstance that I found out,” said 
SelectBoard member Mary Ellen 
Glover. “That’s an issue.”

Glover, who is the board’s 
liaison with the School Depart-
ment, said she and parents who 
have contact her don’t feel they 
are being informed about the dis-
trict’s plans, particularly around 
school plans during COVID-19.

Ganem said he sent the board 
members the district’s plans for 
school for this school year, al-

Board questions 
superintendent 
on YMCA program

By Eileen Kennedy
Staff writer

WILBRAHAM – The Con-
servation Commission signed 
off on the replacement of the 
pedestrian bridge over Twelve 
Mile Brook at its meeting Mon-
day, paving the way for the new 
bridge to be installed, hopefully 
this fall.

The replacement �berglass 
bridge\ is expected to be �nished 
being made  by the end of Sep-
tember or the beginning of Octo-
ber, according to Steve Ribardy, 
senior ecologist at GZA GeoEn-
vironmental Inc. GZA prepared 
the request for a determination 
of applicability of the Wetlands 
Protection Act to the proposed 
project at Twelve Mile Brook 
Conservation Area located at 
470R Glendale Road.

The existing wooden bridge 
is in very bad condition and will 
removed by hand, Ribardy said. 
The new bridge is expected to 

last longer since it’s made of �-
berglass. The existing wooden 
bridge used for trail access across 
the brook has been slowly wear-
ing away, helped along when 
the water rose along the eroded 
banks just upstream, he said. An 
even older bridge downstream 
was washed out and its remnants 
will be removed by hand as well.

The new bridge is 45 feet 
long and four feet wide, and 
will completely span the stream 
banks and meet stream-cross-
ing standards, according to the 
request for a determination of 
applicability prepared by GZA. 
The old bridge posts will be re-
moved, and in the same place, 
new concrete bridge posts will 
be installed.

As the new bridge will come 
in several sections temporary 
staging will be placed in the wa-
ter

at the site. Because Twelve 

Turley Publications photo by Dave Miles

A scarecrow

WILBRAHAM – Signs 
of fall can be seen on 
Jewell Lane, where 
Joan Miles has placed 
scarecrows to welcome 
fall. It won’t be long 
until pumpkins, gourds 
and Indian corn will join 
other fall decorations as 
Halloween gets closer.

welcomes fall

New bridge to go over 
12 Mile Brook

By Eileen Kennedy
Staff meeting

HAMPDEN – At their 
meeting Monday SelectBoard 
members approved changing a 
Special Town Meeting warrant 
article to re�ect a focus on �x-
ing the ventilation issues at the 
Fire Station. It will include us-
ing available funds, including 
grant funds to �x the issue.

It was one of a number of 
safety issues determined by 
Mitchell Architectural Asso-
ciates, of Voorheesville, New 
York, which wrote a 200-plus 
page report on the condition of 
the Fire Station, and a series of 
options including options for a 
new building that may cost up 
to almost $5 million.

SelectBoard member John 
Flynn said the town is inves-
tigating some relatively inex-
pensive moves, such as exhaust 
hoses that hooked up to the �re 

trucks before they are turned 
on. It is also looking at renting 
an of�ce trailer, which would 
be put at the Fire Station. Fire-
�ghters were worried about be-
ing away from the station after 
a suggestion they move tempo-
rarily to Town Hall, so a trailer 
is being investigated. 

The Fire Department has 
applied for a FEMA/MEMA 
grant, which would provide 
about $60,000 toward ventila-
tion measures, but those grants 
will not be awarded until Janu-
ary.

SelectBoard member Mary 
Ellen Glover said she was afraid 
the article would “open up the 
whole can of worms” about the 
Fire Station study, and its var-
ious options before the board 
had held a series of informa-
tional and feedback sessions on 
the options from voters. 

SelectBoard Chairman Don-
ald Davenport and Flynn said 
the town was committed to �x-

ing the ventilation issues. 
Dispatch options

SelectBoard members voted 
to have Davenport meet with 
his counterpart in Wilbraham, 
Robert Russell, to discuss how 
much Wilbraham would charge 
Hampden to join its dispatch 
center. Hampden has three 
options before it: keep its dis-
patch and try to effect cost-sav-
ings, partner with WestComm 
Regional Dispatch, which is 
headquartered in Chicopee and 
involves several communities 
or to join Wilbraham’s �re and 
police dispatch.

After speaking to Wilbra-
ham of�cials at several meet-
ings, they told Hampden of�-
cials they should offer a number 
they were willing to pay for the 
service. 

Flynn suggested the only 
way to �nd out what it would 
cost Wilbraham to offer the ser-

Special Town Meeting to include 
Fire Station ventilation repairs  

Please see YMCA, page 5

Please see 12 MILE, page 5 Please see MEETING, page 9
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Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched by 
Breast Cancer. 
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next delivery.
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PHOTO BY MELINA BOURDEAU

Over the weekend, fly fishers 
lined the Swift River, hoping to 
get a bite or two. The fly fishing 

area is a catch and release area often 
stocked with different species of trout. 

On the fly
MELINA BOURDEAU
Staff writer

GRANBY – The selectboard 
is continuing the process to get 
an interim fire chief as the acting 
Fire Chief’s retirement is held off 
until Nov. 14. 

In its meeting on Monday, 
the selectboard unanimously 
approved appointing acting Fire 
Chief Bruce Carpenter as fire ser-
vices assistant administrator.

After he retires he will contin-
ue working for the town, Town 
Administrator Secretary Cathy 
Leonard told the board.

“Right now…he couldn’t wear 
a uniform or anything else (after 
he retires),” Leonard said. 

Appointing him to the position 
of fire services assistant adminis-
trator will keep him ‘at the desk’ 
according to Leonard.

Leonard told the board they 
needed a date for the term to end. 

Since June 1, Carpenter, who 
was previously deputy chief, has 
been working as acting chief of 
the department, however he noti-
fied the board in early August 
that he would be retiring in 
September.

Selectboard Chair  Glenn 
Sexton suggested Nov. 14, which 
would give the board a couple of 
months to get a replacement.

“If we need to extend it or 
retract it for a sooner date, we can 
do that as well,” he said. “Time-
wise the town needs to have a 
term limit.”

The  boa rd  unan imous ly 
approved the motion. 

Sexton then informed the board 
that five resumes were submitted 
for the position.

Selectboard 
to interview 
candidates 
for fire chief

GRANBY

MELINA BOURDEAU
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN – The 
selectboard discussed the reopen-
ing plan for the Chestnut Hill 
Pool, tabling the approval for its 
next meeting, when there will be 
more information on the repairs 
to the pool deck. 

Be lcher town Recrea t ion 
Department  Director  Kyle 
Thibeault provided an update on 
the pool deck repair. 

When the project was put out 
to bid the first time, but no bids 
were submitted. When it was 
rebid, two bids were received.

A representative from Tighe 
and Bond, which did the bid pro-
cess, was going through the bids.

“We have a low bidder, which 
is Edward Paige Corp. they 
are out of Westwood,” he said. 
“They came in over what Tighe 
and Bond originally estimated 
the cost would be. The low bid is 
$56,900.”

The award letter was scheduled 
to be sent out at some point this 

week.
“We’re trying work diligently, 

get everything done and have a 
timetable,” Thibeault said. “To 
have that information on here’s 
when they’ll be in there, here’s 
when the recommend to reopen 
so we can get that information 
out to the selectboard and the 
community as soon as possible.”

Town Administrator Gary 
Brougham said once the town 
gets an idea on the contractor’s 
availability, they can determine 
when the pool will open.

“If it’s immediate, we’ll delay 
the opening,” he said. “Or if it’s 
going to be eight, 10 or 12 weeks, 
we can open the pool and sched-
ule a shut down time…when it’s 
least disruptive. Folks are anxious 
to have the pool reopen.”

Aquatics Director MaryJean 
Furnia presented the changes to 
the reopening plan for the pool 
to the board as well. The Board 
of Health approved the reopening 
plan.

Town pool project 
receives bids, board 
discusses opening

BELCHERTOWN

Gifts distributed
to first responders
DALTON ZBIERSKI
Staff Writer

REGION – Recently, 100 
Granby and South Hadley first 
responders were surprised as 
they became the recipients 
of care packages courtesy of 
Project 351.

Two local representatives 
of the youth-led service group 
partook in the initiative on 
Sept. 11, expressing gratitude 
for emergency personnel on the 
19th anniversary of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks. 

“We made little care pack-
ages for all the police and first 
responders in South Hadley and 
Granby,” said Granby Junior/

A simple thank you

PROJECT 351

Scott Welsh of Fire District 1 speaks to representatives of Project 351.

See PROJECT 351, page 8 •

“TIME-WISE THE TOWN 
NEEDS TO HAVE A
TERM LIMIT.”

GLENN SEXTON
SELECTBOARD CHAIR

See FIRE CHIEF, page 9•See POOL, page 10 •
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TREE WORK

LAWN & GARDEN

OVERHEAD DOORS ROOFING

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 

mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 • Est. 1945
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Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE Call Today for  Professional Installation 

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Wells Cargo 
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Trailers & 
Karavan 

Utility 
Trailers

TRAILER SALES

Think you need a new roof? Think again!
ASK ABOUT ROOFMAXX
Shingle Rejuvenating Treatment

536-5955 ▼ www.1800newroof.net

THE FIRE PLACE

3390274

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE.
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a
variety of environmentally friendly fuels, while the 
Harman brand defines versatility, dependability and 
quality. More heat, better temperature control, and the 
strongest warranty in the industry are just a few exclusive 
features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST FARMERS SUPPLY
320 South Pleasant St, Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON FARMERS SUPPLY
43 River St (off Rte 10) Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd (Rtes 5 & 10) Whately, MA

413-397-3463 • M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

TO SET UP YOUR STOVE
CLEANING SERVICE FOR NEXT SEASON!

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE.
Harman Stoves o�ers home heating products that burn a variety 

of environmentally friendly fuels, while the Harman brand de�nes 
versatility, dependability and quality. More heat, better temperature 

control and the strongest warranty in the industry are just a few 
exclusive features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

320 South Pleasant Street,
Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON
FARMERS SUPPLY

43 River Street (o� Rte. 10) 
Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10) 

Whately, MA
413-397-3463

M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
the�replacema.com

3382198

100 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10), 
Whately, MA

413-397-3463 
 thef ireplacema.com

T-F 9-5 • Sat. 8-4
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Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. �is 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news sta� that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

�e editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

�e successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

�is is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

�is full-time position with �exible schedule is 
based in our Palmer o�ce at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Quali�cations should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a sta� writer and
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven
   environment
• Pro�ciency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

Holyoke Community College
The following students from South Hadley were 

named to the Dean’s List at Holyoke Community Col-
lege for the spring 2023 semester: Angela Rose Bessone, 
Emma Natalie Boryczka, Katherine A. Cadorette, Kath-
ryn Renee Chouinard, Lindsey Erin Colby, Patrick John 
Conway, Daniel Michael Conway, Isaac James Crouch, 
Brian James Dickens, Lucas James Dyer, Sarah Fair-
banks, Alexandra Mieg Gates, Scarlett Katherine Kelly 
Granger, Dylan Graveline, Ashley L. Graziadei, James 
Beckett Isakson, Declan Pearse Joy, Joshua Joseph King, 
Colin David LaCombe, Casey Anthony LaCombe, Alice 
Winter Ladley, Catherine G. Longpre, Deirdre McDaniel, 
Bethany Marie Murphy, Brady Kyle Nestor, Jesaila Ma-
rie Ortiz, Dario Pelletier, Sarah Poirier, Rebecca Reyes, 
Jade Shannon Andrea Samlall, Jessica Yamileth Saravia, 
Sandra Grace Sellers, Jordyn Cade Sicard, Kayla Marie 
Simon, Megan Judith Squire and Robert William Walsh.

A student is placed on the Dean’s List if their G.P.A. 
is 3.2 or higher. 

Western New England University
The following local students were named to the 

Dean’s List at Western New England University for the 
2023 spring semester: 

Liam Sibley-Welch of South Hadley, who is majoring 
in Computer Science.

Eric Cabezudo-Peters of South Hadley, who is major-
ing in Construction Management.

Emily Chartier of South Hadley, who is majoring in 
Marketing.

Jacey Rondeau of South Hadley, who is majoring in 
Civil Engineering.

Springfield Technical Community College
The following local students were named to the 

Dean’s List at Spring�eld Technical Community College 
for the 2023 spring semester: 

Dylan Cousineau, Fiordaliza Guzman, Adam Jaszek, 
Mikayla LaRoche, Meghan Parenteau,

Gage P�ster and Sarah Wojnarowski, all of South 
Hadley.

To be considered, degree-seeking students must earn 
12 or more college level credits in the current semester, 
or a total of 12 or more combined college-level credits 
earned during the fall and spring semesters, and achieve 
a 3.3 or above grade-point average.

American International College
The following local students recently received their 

degrees from American International College:
Lisa Zamarripa-Longpre of South Hadley, Certi�cate 

of Advanced Graduate Study; Wyatt Keith of South Had-
ley, Bachelor of Science; Alexander Schenker of South 
Hadley, Bachelor of Science.

Roger Williams University
Allie Sowers of South Hadley was named to the 

Dean’s List at Roger Williams University for the 2023 
spring semester. Full-time students who complete 12 or 
more credits per semester and earn a grade-point aver-
age of 3.4 or higher are placed on the Dean’s List that 
semester.
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