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By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Cruise Nights in Buttery 
Brook Park are in full swing.  
The time honored car nights 
take place every Friday be-
tween 5 and 7:30 p.m. and 
have been a feature in the park 
for more than 25 years.   The 
event is run by the Friends 
of Buttery Brook Park, an 
all-volunteer organization 
dedicated to fundraising local 
amenities within the park.

“I’ve always loved the 
muscle cars and antique 
cars,” said Friends of Buttery 
Brook Park Co-Chair David 
Bernier as he spoke on his 
personal lifelong interest in 
cars and the wider car com-
munity.  “It’s a great way to 
meet new people, make new 
friends.”

Bernier started participat-
ing in cruise nights himself 
when his son was two years 
old to “look at the cars.”  He 
began to volunteer about 10 
years ago and hasn’t stopped 
since.  From there, Bernier 
rose up the ranks as he grew 

further into the community.
“I’ve started off as selling 

50/50 tickets and I became 
one of the judges,” Bernier 
said.  “I assisted with judging 
and it just progressed from 
there...I got onto the board of 
directors probably four years 
ago, five years ago.  So I’ve 
been actively involved with 
it.”

Cruise night themes cen-
ter around make, model and 
age, with specific nights 
such as Mustang or Corvette 
nights being featured.  Cars 
are judged by different cate-
gories, such as best late mod-
el, the cleanest car and the 
most original cars.  Bernier 
says he enjoys talking with 
the presenters as a judge.

“You get to talk to these 
guys,” Bernier said.  “When 
you’re doing a judging, they 
are more than happy to share 
with you what they’ve done 
to the car and things like 
that.”

Featured cars comprise 
a wide variety of makes and 
models, with some very in-

returns on Fridays

Classic vehicles are showcased in tandem with more modern rides. 	 Turley photos by Ben HernandezPlease see CRUISE, page 10

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – 
The South Hadley Select 
Board heard a petition for 
the transfer of Mount Holy-
oke College’s liquor license.  
Attorney Tyler Hensler was 
present to speak on the re-
quest and discussed how it 
differed from a traditional 
line item.

“This is more of a re-
structuring, reorganization 
on campus of the entities 
that hold the liquor license,” 
Hensler said.  “It’s being 
transferred from the Willits 
Hallowell Center Inc, which 
is a subsidiary nonprofit of 
the college to the college it-
self, the trustees of Mount 
Holyoke.”

Hensler went on to ex-
plain the transfer was for li-
ability and insurance purpos-
es and informed the Select 
Board the manager on record 
would be Mike McKenna, a 
person Hensler comment-
ed was one who he believed 
the board was familiar with.  
McKenna is the current gen-
eral manager of the Willets 
Hallowell Conference Cen-
ter.

“We’re very, very glad to 
have him because he knows 
the ins and outs of that build-
ing and the operations,” 
Hensler said.

Hensler explained the 
reason for the transfer in 
greater detail.  He outlined 
two additional requests 

Mount Holyoke College 
transfers liquor license

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY – The select-
board acknowledged that 
the town’s website has fall-
en behind residents’ needs, 
launching a push to clean up 
outdated pages, train depart-
ment heads and strengthen 
how the town communicates 
online about public business.

At a recent meeting, 
members and staff described 
the site as stale and some-
times hard to navigate and 
agreed Town Administrator 
Bernard Lynch should return 
with a concrete plan. That 
plan is expected to include 
outside help to overhaul con-
tent, clear expectations for 
department heads, and better 

use of online tools to keep 
residents informed about 
everything from agendas to 
construction projects.

Selectboard member 
Mark Bail said the issue 
was brought to him both 
by residents and the town’s 
Communications Commit-
tee, which had reviewed the 
site and “were a little disap-
pointed in how little progress 
we’ve made” on updates. He 
told colleagues a resident 
had been “frustrated with 
the website this week” and 
urged the board to treat the 
problem as more than a mi-
nor housekeeping matter.

Bail proposed hiring 
Jenny Hedjamowitz, who 
helped build and maintain 
the Granby Public Schools 

site, to bring the town pages 
up to date and easier to use. 
He argued that the work goes 
beyond simple clerical up-
dates and should be handled 
by someone with experience.

Lynch agreed that the 
core problem is not just de-
sign, but stale information 
that undermines the site’s 
usefulness.

“Content is a key to any 
website… even if it was the 
best design website in the 
world, if the content’s out 
of date, then it’s no good for 
you,” Lynch said.

He outlined a two‑step 
approach: first, a “catch up” 
phase to correct inaccurate 
and missing information. 
Then an ongoing system so 
the site doesn’t fall behind 

again.
A central part of the plan 

will be shifting more re-
sponsibility onto department 
leaders. The town’s vendor, 
MuniBit, already allows 
each department to manage 
its own pages, but that has 
not been used consistently.

Lynch said the goal should 
be to have “department 
heads… maintain their own 
presence on the website,” 
with the town’s IT resources 
and outside help focused on 
structure and training rather 
than day‑to‑day postings.

Bail and Lynch also 
raised ethics questions about 
hiring Hedjamowitz, who al-
ready works in the school su-

Select Board targets outdated website, 
orders overhaul of online comments

Please see BOARD, page 10 Please see LICENSE, page 9

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

GRANBY – The pleasant 
weather was just right for the 
open concert hosted in Du-
fresne Park by the Dan Kane 
Singers.  The cast offered an 
assortment of songs sourced 
from traditional folk songs at 
the gazebo, performing pop-
ular music from the 50s and 

60s, classic Sinatra songs and 
modern day musicals. The 
cast came from all walks of 
life, from retired teachers to 
students still enrolled in pri-
mary school.

The Dan Kane Singers are 
a staple in the Granby com-
munity.  Keyboardist, organ-
ist and group coordinator Dan 
Kane is a retired Special Edu-
cation teacher who worked in 

the Westfield Public School 
system for 34 years.  A cur-
rent choral teacher for both 
St. Stanislaus School in Chi-
copee MA and St. Mary’s 
School in Westfield, Kane re-
cruits volunteer singers from 
the greater area to perform 
free concerts for the public 
and even performed for Pres-

Dan Kane Singers perform at Dufrense Park

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – Cold 
Spring School’s doors will 
shutter on July 1, sent off by a 
warm reception from former 
teachers and students.  The 
preschool and kindergarten 
building will be transferred to 
Pathfinder Tech next month, 
prompting the end of the 
building’s 72 years of early 
childhood education.  Interim 
principal Jennifer Pelletier 
stated the transition was due 
to a number of factors; low 
student enrollment, the build-
ing’s age and lack of funding.

“The district was allowed 
the time through the override 
last year to plan, to reorga-
nize and adjust grade spans in 
different buildings,” Pelletier 
said.  “So for next year, the 
students that would come to 
Cold Spring will be at Swift 
River with grades one and 
two.”

As a result of the new 
students, third graders cur-
rently attending Swift River 
will find themselves moving 
to Chestnut Hill.  Sixth grad-
ers attending Chestnut Hill 
will be transferred to Jabish 
Brook.

“At that point it was not 
known whether the new mid-
dle school project was going 
to be approved or not,” Pel-
letier said as she discussed 
the new student reshuffling in 

the district.  Pelletier became 
the school’s interim princi-
pal last year, during a time 
where the building’s future 
was unknown.  The project 
to build a new middle school 
didn’t pass, which prompted 
the town to “consider what 
was needed in terms of sup-
port.”  She commented the 
restructure made sense when 
looking at current state cur-
riculum frameworks.

“There’s often the K to 
two band and then three to 
five.  Middle school’s often 
six, seven and eight,” Pel-
letier siad.  “So we’re really 
kind of aligning and follow-
ing that.”

She believed the current 
school ethos will remain in 
town as Cold Spring’s exist-
ing educators get redistribut-
ed and mentioned the change 
will “help support educa-
tors in kind of doing similar 
work.” She also stated the 
reorganization would help 
educators build off each oth-
er’s strengths and allow for 
further collaboration.  Pelleti-
er herself will be moving to 
Swift River once Pathfinder 
Tech takes over the building 
in July.

Cold Spring School under new management

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
Interim Principal 
Jill Pelletier conducts the 
commemoration ceremony 
as visitors shuffle in.

Please see SCHOOL, page 5

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
Singers encourage the audience to participate in a rousing rendition of “Country Roads.”

Please see SINGERS, page 3

Cruise NightCruise Night
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$288
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH TWIN PAK
PORK SPARE RIBS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/25/26-7/1/266/25/26-7/1/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 COUNT 1 LB BAG ................
 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499USDA INSP. FROZEN CHOCOLATE CHIP

COOKIE DOUGH PIE 22 OZ. .............

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

ea

lb

lb

$499

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

TURKEY BREAST ..........................

USDA INSP. FRESH CENTER CUT
BONE-IN PORK LOIN CHOPS
or ROAST PORK CHOPS ........

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

$266

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$459
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb77¢

lb

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR STORE

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................$444
lb

lb
$777

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. FROZEN

3 CHEESE PIZZA 35.80 OZ. .............
$299

ea

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST ....
$299

$1099
lb

BEEF RIBEYE STEAKS

 

$242
SLICED IN OUR DELI

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

BEEF $899
lb

$599CHICKEN                   lb

99¢

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Sat., 
June 27

Lower Valley 
Guys

Sat., 
July 11

Dee
Reilly

Sat., 
July 4
CLOSED

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Three Great Norwegian 
Cruise Experiences

Experience MORE Experience MORE 
with Norwegianwith Norwegian

Aug. 23-29, 2027 
7-Night Halifax & 

Bermuda from $1799

BOOK EARLY 
FOR BEST 
CABINS 

Aug. 29-Sept. 5, 2027 
7-Night Canada & 

NNew England from $1699

March 1-13, 2027 12-Night Eastern Caribbean ..... from$2499
May 23-30, 2027   7-Night Halifax & Bermuda ......from $1799

BOOK THESE TWO BACK-TO-BACK

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

GRANBY – The be-
loved local Sapowsky farms 
has been acquired by fel-
low family owned operation 
McKinstry Farms.  Farmer 
William McKinstry spoke at 
length about family history 
and the importance of tradi-
tion within farming.  He stat-
ed the acquisition was a way 
to preserve the beloved local 
farm, as the current gener-
ation of Sapowsky children 
“weren’t really interested in 
the farm.”

“Steve and Tammy 
worked very hard to build up 
their business,” McKinstry 
said.  “They didn’t want to 
see it just sit idle.  It was a 
good decision for both of us, 
you know?”

McKinstry spoke at 
length about the combined 
family history and mentioned 
his father and the Sapows-
ky patriarch were close.  He 
mentioned how close Granby 
was to their central Chicopee 
operations and how they were 
already helping each other’s 
estates.

“They were just getting 
started and whatnot,” McK-
instry said as he reminisced 
on when the Sapowsky busi-
ness got started.  “My dad 
gave them a lot of advice to 
what to do and what not to 
do.  And now it’s the other 
way around.  Steve’s helping 
my son.”

The McKinstry farm spe-
cializes in sweet corn, a crop 
which McKinstry reported 
has four different types.  The 
Sapowsky farm also sells 

sweet corn and strawberries, 
which he defined as their spe-
cialization.  The farmer in-
tended to continue the proud 
tradition and stressed this 
acquisition would not change 
anything in their business 
model.

“We definitely want to 
continue what Steve and 
Tammy have built up their 
business,” McKinstry said.  
“We’d like to have a good 
strawberry crowd and follow-
ing, so we want to keep that 
going.”

He discussed how import-
ant it was to meet current cus-
tomer expectations and spoke 
on how much of local farm-
ing success was reliant on 
local markets.  Much of the 
business requires the farms 
to maintain regional markets, 
which in turn relies on loyal 
repeat customers.  McKinstry 
also discussed his desire to 
further expand production 
into the Boston markets.

“My son has expanded the 
wholesale now,” McKinstry 
said.  “So, he goes to Boston, 
you know?  He just re-sends 
the truck every week.”

McKinstry also men-
tioned the acquisition was a 
bit more of a formality than 
anything, as the two families 
have been working close to-
gether for at least five years.  
He stated his family farm was 
already renting property from 
their area and pointed out 
they were always looking for 
more land.

 McKinstry Market Garden has combined branding with the 
roadside stand to signify the merger.

McKinstry Farms to acquire local Sapowsky Farm

“We’re just trying to 
grow, you know,” McKinstry 
said as he discussed his fu-
ture plans and also mentioned 
they introduced a new crop to 
help with the farm’s expan-
sion ambitions.  “We’re doing 
a lot of winter squash.”

McKinstry identified the 
crop as essential to their east-
ward expansion efforts due 
to the vegetable’s overall re-
silience and longer shelf life.  
He stated the crop was easy 
to store in the wintertime, 
so long as it’s kept heated 
around 58 degrees.

“It’s good income in the 
winter for us,” McKinstry 

said.  “It’s a hardy crop.”
The Sapowsky family, 

however, isn’t completely 
out of operation.  McKinstry 
mentioned Tammy Sapowsky 
would still work on the farm 
as a morning manager, as 
well as “doing the bacon” on 
the premises.  He stated the 
move would allow her to re-
duce her overall responsibili-
ties, a decision he said made 
her happy.

“She doesn’t have all the 
responsibility of everything 
now,” McKinstry said.  “She 
can just devote more time 
to her customers and baking 
and she’s enjoying life a lot 

more.”
Steve will continue to help 

out as well, though the recent 
shoulder reconstruction sur-
gery may affect his ability to 
contribute.  McKinstry reit-
erated his whole goal in this 
acquisition was to help out 
the family and to continue to 
uphold the farm’s proud lega-
cy within the community.

“The transition’s been 
very smooth,” McKinstry 
said.  “They’re happy – they 
seem happy and willing and 
don’t have the burdens on 
their shoulders...they want 
to see us succeed too, you 
know?”  

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
 Both Sapowsky Farms and their roadside stand is under new management.

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Friends of Quabbin are en-
couraging municipalities, 
historical societies, muse-
ums, libraries, conservation 
organizations, arts groups, 
farms, businesses, and 
community organizations 
throughout the Quabbin Re-
gion to begin planning for 
Quabbin Days 2026 sched-
uled for Oct. 9 to 12 (www.
QuabbinDays.org).

Quabbin Days is a re-
gional initiative, coordinated 
by the Friends, to encourage 
residents and visitors to ex-
plore the twelve communi-
ties of the Quabbin Region 
through a variety of local 
events, programs, exhibits, 
tours, performances, outdoor 
activities, and community 
gatherings.

“We know that many or-
ganizations begin planning 
their fall schedules months 
in advance,” said Ed Comeau 
of the Friends of Quabbin. 
“We want to give everyone 
enough lead time to consider 
how they would like to par-
ticipate and to explore oppor-
tunities to work together.”

The inaugural Quabbin 

Days celebration in 2025 
brought together organiza-
tions from across the region 
and demonstrated the value 
of a shared regional effort 
through historical programs, 
museum exhibits, art shows, 
living-history demonstra-
tions, and much more.

Participation can take 
many forms. Organizations 
may create new programs 
specifically for Quabbin Days 
or designate existing activ-
ities taking place during the 
October holiday weekend as 
part of the celebration. Event 
information will be added to 
the Quabbin Days website 
as plans are finalized, and 
events can be submitted for 
the calendar at www.Quabbi-
nDays.org/contact. 

A key component of the 
initiative is the Quabbin 
Trail, a self-guided route 
connecting the twelve water-
shed communities. By link-
ing attractions, historic sites, 
museums, natural areas, 
farms, and local businesses, 
the trail encourages visitors 
to explore the region while 
supporting individual com-
munities and organizations.

Planning for Quabbin 
Days underway

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
South Hadley Council on 
Aging has been selected to 
receive a 2026 AARP Com-
munity Challenge grant to 
launch a Peer Technology 
Mentor Program at the South 
Hadley Senior Center. The 
$9,620 Flagship grant will 
train five, tech-savvy, senior 
volunteers to provide one-
on-one technology help and 
group classes to fellow older 
adults, roughly tripling the 
center’s tech-support capaci-
ty and serving more than 200 
residents a year. 

South Hadley is one of 
750 grantees chosen from 
more than 5,100 applications 
nationwide. This year AARP 
is investing $8.3 million 
across all 50 states, Washing-
ton, D.C., Puerto Rico, and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, the 
largest number of Commu-
nity Challenge grants in the 

program’s 10-year history. 
Peer Mentors will re-

ceive structured training on 
teaching techniques for older 
learners, session documen-
tation, classroom setup and 
more. The grant also funds 
new iPads for the center’s 
lending program, as well as 
a device library of phones, 
tablets, smartwatches and 
streaming media devices for 
Peer Mentors to demonstrate 
to members in-class. 

“We are honored and ex-
cited to be selected as 2026 
AARP Community Chal-
lenge grantees. As demand 
for technology help at our 
senior center continues to 
grow, this funding allows us 
to support even more com-
munity members in learn-
ing to use technology safely 
and confidently in their daily 
lives.” Andy Rogers, Human 
Services Director.

Council on Aging wins 
2026 AARP Community 
Challenge Grant BELCHERTOWN — 

Residents are invited to a 
free, all-ages presentation 
and walk about beaver man-
agement on Saturday, June 
27, from 1 to 3 p.m., begin-
ning at the Belchertown Rec-
reation Department, 66 State 
Street.

The Beaver Institute will 
give a presentation at the 
Recreation Department, after 
which the group will walk to 
the Lake Wallace spillway at 
Foley Field to see a “beaver 
deceiver” flow device in ac-
tion. The device, also known 
as a Pond Leveler, allows 
the town to manage water 
levels while letting beavers 
remain in place. A table will 
be set up lakeside with pond 
critters, giving attendees a 
chance to explore local biodi-
versity and aquatic macroin-
vertebrate biomonitoring.

Beavers play a vital role 
in flood control, water reten-

tion and infiltration, and hab-
itat biodiversity. The event 
offers families a fun, hands-
on look at how these com-
plex animals shape the local 
landscape and how the town 
coexists with them.

The presentation and walk 
are made possible through 
Massachusetts Vulnerability 
Preparedness (MVP) Pro-
gram funding for the culvert 
replacement project on War-
ren Wright Road over Hop 
Brook.

The walk to the spillway 
is approximately one-third of 
a mile. Anyone arriving after 
the group has departed the 
Recreation Department can 
meet them at the Lake Wal-
lace spillway at Foley Field.

For more information 
about this program please 
call or email Belchertown 
Department of Public Works 
at 413-323-0415 or lleduc@
belchertown.org.

Town hosting Beaver 
Management Presentation 
and Walk on June 27
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Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call today for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

ident Bill Clinton in Wash-
ington DC.  The yearly sum-
mer concert is a big hit with 
the Granby community, with 
many flocking to the June 16 
concerts.

The organization rais-
es funds for the local com-
munity, with donated pro-
ceedings helping fund the 
Friends of Granby’s Elderly 
and the local senior center. 
Standout performances were 
high school student Pierce’s 
rendition of Frank Sina-
tra’s “Fly Me to the Moon” 
and “Margaritaville” from 
Jimmy Buffet, elementary 
school student Lyla Grace’s 
version of “Popular” from 
the hit musical Wicked and 
hauntingly beautiful perfor-
mances from resident blind 
singer AJ.

Additional features 
were renditions of “Man! I 
Feel Like a Woman” from 
women’s singing troupe the 
Pearls and rousing patriotic 
versions of the US Marine 
Corps theme, “America the 
Beautiful” and “Country 
Roads” by John Denver.

SINGERS from page 1

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
Granby residents lined up for a free musical performance at the park.

High school student and singer 
Pierce belts out a Frank Sinatra 
tune.

Local singer AJ wows the crowd with 
haunting melodies.

The concert featured a myriad of local 
talent.

BELCHERTOWN – The 
St Francis Parish Giant Tag 
Sale team invites the commu-
nity to make donations to this 
annual event on Aug. 22. The 
team will gratefully accept 
most donated items. 

As you begin sorting, 
please be aware that the fol-
lowing donated items will be 
appreciated: bed and table 
linens, new dust-free candles, 
craft items, hardware, kitch-
enware, luggage, backpacks, 
handbags, children’s clothes 
up to size 2T only, children’s 
books, small working appli-
ances, working lamps, toys, 
pictures, frames, holiday deco-
rations, hand tools, yard tools, 
jewelry, shoes, boots, sport-
ing goods, baby gear, small 
but not-upholstered furniture, 
knick-knacks, and collectibles. 
The team politely requests that 
donors clear all donated items 
of storage dust, bugs, mold, 
and critter residue.

Unfortunately, the follow-
ing items cannot be accepted: 
partially used dusty candles, 
any clothing larger than size 
2T, cookbooks or non-children 
books, bed pillows, baby cribs, 

car seats, computers, monitors, 
8-track or cassette or VHS 
tapes, skis, exercise bikes, 
treadmills, gas grills, propane 
tanks, hazardous materials, 
mattresses, clothes hangers, 
medical equipment, bed pil-
lows, and any large furniture 
items. 

The proceeds from this an-
nual effort are earmarked for 
the parish’s Living Our Faith, 
Building Our Future Capital 
Campaign in support of the 
much-needed building of the 
proposed St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish Center on the grounds 
of the Jabish Street campus.

This year, the Tag Sale 
Team will only accept dona-
tions for a ten-day period – 
Aug. 7 to 16 only.  Donations 
will be accepted Monday to 
Saturday from 9 am to 7 pm 
with Sunday donations only 
accepted noon to 5 p.m. Please 
do not leave donations outside 
the Pine Room door when a 
team member is not there to 
receive them. 

The team is grateful for the 
continuing, generous support 
of our Belchertown commu-
nity.

St. Francis seeks 
donations for 
upcoming tag sale

GRANBY – The Granby 
Lions Club will be sponsoring 
a bus trip to Boston on Tues-
day, July 14, 2026. The char-
tered bus will be leaving the 
East Meadow School Parking 
Lot at 8 a.m. and dropping us 
off in the Seaport District at 
approximately 10 a.m.  

Come help us celebrate the 
250th anniversary of the Unit-
ed States at SailBoston 2026, 
an international maritime 
event that brings tall ships and 

naval vessels from around the 
world to Boston Harbor.  You 
will be on your own to visit 
the ships and the bus will de-
part Boston at 4 p.m.

The cost per person is 
$75.  Please make your 
checks payable to the Gran-
by Lions Club, and mail to 
Granby Lions Club, c/o Jim 
Pietras, 280 East State St, 
Granby, MA. 01033.  Ques-
tions – email Jim at jpietras@
comcast.net

Granby Lions sponsoring bus trip
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

South Hadley School Department out of touch with reality
Dear Editor:

In a June 11 article in 
the Chicopee/Holyoke Her-
ald entitled “Committee 
Approves Using Free Cash 
to Fund Three Positions” it 
states that they approved the 
expenditures of $300,000 
in free cash in order to fund 
4 new positions. Have they 
lost their collective minds? 
The Town South Hadley is 
in a financial crisis and they 
want to spend money which 
the Town really doesn’t have. 
Instead of cutting positions 
like they should be doing, 
they want to add staff posi-
tions in times of declining 
enrollments which have tak-
en place at least over the last 
7-10 years. The audacity of 

the School Superintendent to 
ask for these new positions is 
unbelievable. Didn’t she get 
the memo from South Had-
ley voters that they are sick of 
paying high taxes and voted 
resoundingly to vote down a 
recent override proposal for 
6 & 9 million dollars? One 
of the positions she wants to 
put in is that of a Vocational 
Director at the high school at 
a salary that would approach 
if not exceed $100,000/year. 
For what; to oversee three 
Chapter 74 vocational pro-
grams which include Cu-
linary Arts, Carpentry, and 
Criminal Justice? That is 
completely outrageous! Town 
officials including the Town 
Administrator, the School 

Board and the Selectboard 
seem to want to keep “busi-
ness as usual” and preserve 
the status quo. Where are all 
the cuts that were supposed to 
happen to balance the budget? 
The answer is they don’t ex-
ist. The Town is slated to vote 
on another override proposal 
of $2.4 million in September. 
I urge all South Hadley voters 
to vote no on any future over-
ride proposal. It’s time for 
this town to finally live within 
its means. If in fact the next 
override gets voted down by 
voters, maybe, just maybe, 
Town officials will get the 
message and make the nec-
essary cuts to balance future 
budgets.

Michael J. Wozniak

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
Regarding Social Se-

curity’s financial issues, 
three people contribut-
ing to Social Security 
for every one beneficiary 
sounds to me like a sur-
plus. 

If they had given 
workers their own ac-
counts, similar to a 401k, 
where they could manage 
their own money, it would 
have worked out more 
favorably for retirees. 
President George W Bush 
suggested these changes, 
but it was shot down by 
Congress.  

The average worker 
now pays a 6.2% Social 
Security tax. If the gov-
ernment had bumped it 
up to say 7%, I don’t be-
lieve that me or anyone 
else would have cried too 
hard. 

There are ways of 
correcting this before the 
SS reserves are depleted 
and, hopefully, Congress 
will address Social Secu-
rity’s financing soon. 

Signed: Skeptical 
Senior

 
Dear Skeptical: 

Believe it or not, put-
ting SS contributions 
from payroll taxes into 
separate individual ac-
counts is not really a 
good idea. 

For information, most 
people get back all pay-
roll taxes they contrib-
uted to Social Security 
within about five years 
of receiving SS benefits. 
Even with decent pub-
lic market returns, some 
individual separate ac-
counts would eventually 
run out of money, causing 
some to lose Social Secu-
rity benefits before they 
die, meaning they would 
likely live in poverty. 

People are now col-
lecting benefits on aver-
age for decades and the 
current SS format means 
that even those who 
contribute only a small 
amount will collect ben-
efits no matter how long 
they live. Remember, the 
primary purpose of the 
SS program is to reduce 
poverty in America. 

FYI, President Bush’s 
plan had opposition in 
the 2005 Congress large-
ly because of the cost to 

transition to that plan and 
the fear that investments 
in the public markets 
subjected individual re-
tirement savings to unac-
ceptable risk. 

In any case, few have 
since advocated investing 
Social Security funds in 
the public financial mar-
kets because of the risks 
and the political back-
lash. And adding a small 
amount to the FICA/
SECA payroll tax rate 
only somewhat mitigates 
the problem; it doesn’t 
completely solve it. I’m 
afraid that Social Secu-
rity’s financial issues are 
more complex than that 
and can’t be fully solved 
by a small increase in SS 
payroll taxes.  

You are right Con-
gress can and, we are 
confident, will address 
this and hopefully soon. 
For its part, the Associa-
tion of Mature American 
Citizens and the AMAC 
Foundation have been 
evaluating this issue for 
years and have developed 
a Social Security reform 
plan for Congress to con-
sider. 

And we are actively 
promoting our reform 
plan in Washington, 
D.C. Please know that 
we share your concerns 
about the future of Social 
Security and will contin-
ue to work hard to ensure 
the program is here for 
many generations.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.             

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

A reader of ‘In the Gar-
den’ wrote in with 
this question for the 

Garden Lady: “Can you tell 
me why my kohlrabi did not 
make a bulb? I have 
grown them all my 
life and enjoyed 
them shredded 
like coleslaw or 
cooked with a 
white sauce. I also 
know I can use 
the leaves in stir 
fry. Thanks for any 
advice you might 
have.”

While I am not highly ex-
perienced when it comes to 
kohlrabi culture, I applied a 
few basic gardening principles 
to come up with some ideas as 
to why you are having issues 
with bulb development, some 
within your control and others 
left up to Mother Nature.  

Kohlrabi is a member of 
the cabbage family, a crucifer-
ous vegetable. Think cabbage, 
broccoli, kale, Brussels’s 
sprouts, etc.  

The swollen stem is con-
sidered the “bulb” but it does 
not grow below ground. Pic-
ture the heart of cabbage or 
the stem of broccoli swollen 
to look like a flying saucer of 
sorts. 

As our reader mentioned, 
they are great in coleslaw and 
they keep a long time. Like 
other members of this family, 
they are considered highly nu-
tritious.

Let’s start with fertility. 
For the biggest, bulbous stem, 
think less nitrogen and more 
potassium and phosphorus.  

I’m curious if you fer-
tilized with high nitrogen 
sources, such as composted 
manure, blood meal or fish 

emulsion? Or perhaps used a 
chemical fertilizer with a ratio 
such as 10-5-5?  

The first number would 
indicate a higher amount of 
nitrogen than the other two 
numbers for phosphorus and 
potassium, respectively.  

Another thought would be 
that kohlrabi can sometimes 
resist proper bulb formation if 
it is spaced too close together. 
Planting a minimum of eight 
inches apart gives the plant 
enough space to do it’s thing.  

Since you’ve had luck 
with kohlrabi in the past, I’m 
thinking either of these sce-
narios are likely not the case, 
unless you are gardening in a 
new locale with new materials 
or more limited space.

The other two consider-
ations are Mother Nature re-
lated.  

As I recall, we had a burst 
of hotter than normal weather 
in late May. Since Kohlrabi is 
a cool weather crop, thriving 
at temperatures  less than 75 
degrees, the heat stress could 

have signaled the crop to bolt 
without ever forming a bulb. 

Are your plants tall and 
spindly, or are they other-
wise well developed? If you 
installed transplants, per-
haps the trouble started even 

before the plants even 
made their way into 
your garden. Just an-

other thought!
The second 

weather related issue 
is moisture. Mother 

Nature has not been gener-
ous in the rain department. 

Sometimes when droughty 
conditions are followed by 
bouts of deep soaking, the 
would-be bulbous stems can 
crack or get fibrous before ac-
tually bulbing up.  

Since we have had less 
rain that what would be ideal, 
providing consistent moisture 
is key.  

Although I am not 100% 
certain why you are having is-
sues this year, I hope that you 
do give kohlrabi another try. 
Maybe it was just an off year. 

Typically we gardeners 
are an optimistic lot and our 
motto is “If at first you don’t 
succeed, try, try again.” That, 
I know we will.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Kohlrabi - The first Garden Lady 
question of the summer
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Why don’t they just create individual 
Social Security accounts?

HOLYOKE – The 80th 
anniversary of the July 9, 
1946, crash of a B-17 that 
killed all 25 aboard will be 
held at the crash site on Sat-
urday, July 11, at 10 a.m.

The flight, enroute to 
New York from Greenland, 
was to stop at Westover 
Field in Chicopee as the 
port of entry into the United 
States before continuing on 
to its final destination.

For nearly three decades, 
the community has gathered 
annually at the crash site to 
honor their memory and en-
sure that their service and 
sacrifice are never forgotten.

While making the ap-
proach to Westover on a 
dark, rainy night, the plane 
struck the 1200-foot moun-
tain about 300 feet below 
the summit.  After tearing 
through trees, the B-17 hit 
a rocky outcrop causing 
the aircraft to disintegrate 
and starting an intense fire 
that burned for much of the 

night. 
Several people who were 

at the Mountain Park amuse-
ment park at the base of Mt. 
Tom that night climbed up 
toward the accident site via 
an old cable railway road-
bed but could not get close 
due to the heat of the fires. 
In the morning, rescue 
crews found the bodies of 
the young men among the 
wreckage in the scarred and 
charred landscape. All were 
killed on impact.

The crash was, at the 
time, the worst air disaster 
in New England’s history 
and the single largest loss of 
Coast Guard life outside of a 
maritime accident.

This year’s ceremony 
marks not only the 80th an-
niversary of the tragedy but 
also the 30th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Mt. 
Tom Memorial, which has 
become a place of reflection, 
education, and gratitude for 
generations of visitors.

80th Anniversary of B-17 
crash on Mount Tom

LUDLOW – Crafters 
Wanted for the Rosary 
Sodality’s St. Nicholas 
Craft Fair and Raffle on 
Saturday, Nov. 14, 2026, 
at Christ the King Church 
located at 41 Warsaw Ave-

nue in Ludlow from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

The cost is a non-re-
fundable $40. fee for an 
8-ft table, which will be 
provided by the church. 

To reserve a table or for 

more information contact 
Debbie Martell at 413-
547-8739 or Lorraine Ber-
nier at 413-519-7658.

Light refreshments will 
be available.

Crafters wanted for St. Nicholas Fair
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Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
PICK YOUR OWN STRAWBERRIES!

7:00am - 5:00pm • Weather & Crops Permitting.
Call Our Greenhouse or Check Our Facebook Page For Up-To-Date Information
413-467-3794 • New Ludlow Road • Credit Cards Accepted!

Our Farmstand Will Be Opening June 25Our Farmstand Will Be Opening June 25
Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby

413-467-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

~ Family Owned & Operated  ~

OPEN:
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm

Sun. 8am- 6pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

EARLY
DEADLINES
In observance of July 4th, there will 
be an EARLY AD, PUBLIC NOTICES 

& CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, July 2
– Thank you!

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

South Hadley Public Library
2 Canal Street. South Hadley • shadleylib.org • 413-538-5045

JULY EVENTS
The Summer Program is here for all ages. Come on down and plant a seed ....read! 

Sign up online or at the Library

Ground Up: The History of Grains
Wed., July 1st at 6

Come learn about the history of Grains from ancient to modern varieties. This program will 
surprise and inspire you. Andrea and Christian Stanley founded Valley Malt in 2010 and in 2018, 

expanded into flour milling with Ground Up, to support local farms.

Where Do Our Vegetables Come From? A Master Gardener Program
Wed., July 8 at 6

Join Master Gardener Bonnie Power to Discover the fascinating origins of everyday vegetables, 
from heirloom tomatoes to sweet onions, and learn how people shaped the foods we eat today.

Winter Ecology and Horticulture
Wed., July 15 at 6

Join horticulturist Erik Vegeto horticulturist, educator, and owner of Earth Gardeners, 
an ecological gardening business based in Western MA. 

Learn how plants survive winter, identify dormant species, prune, protect plants, 
manage pests, and care for tools while preparing your landscape for spring.

Puzzle Race
Sat., July 18th at 10

Five Teams can sign up to compete to try to complete the puzzle. Each team will have an 
identical puzzle. When done the puzzle can be kept by a team member. Please note that there are 

to be no aids used or assistance from non-team members. The puzzles must be done by team 
members only. Sign up is required and available on the South Hadley Public Website.

America is Wild! With Local Author Brad Timm
Wed., July 22 at 6

FOR ALL AGES!! Wildlife ecologist and author Brad Timm for a coast-to-coast journey through 
America’s wildlife and plants. Inspired by America is Wild! this engaging presentation features 

fascinating animals, plants, and surprising facts from every state.

Growing Wild with Conservation’s Rebekah Cornell
Wed., July 29 at 6

As part of the Growing Wild Initiative to increase pollinator species across the community. 
Small backyard efforts make a big difference across greenway connections. Learn how to 
get started, tips for success, and changes you’ll see in your yard by changing the habitat.

“You always thought of the school for the 
little, little kids.  Now we’re going to have 
big, huge kids here,” said former educator Liz 
Rogers.  Rogers was the personal special ed-
ucation teacher for one student, a unique po-
sition which had her follow her pupil through 
the entirety of the Belchertown primary edu-
cation system.  She commented the school’s 
future “could have been a lot worse.”

The closure was commemorated with a 
small ceremony on June 18, which started at 
5:30pm and continued until 8pm. Light re-
freshments of cookies, water and lemonade 
were served during the open house and clos-
ing ceremony.  The ceremony offered oppor-
tunities to share memories, reconnect with old 
colleagues, a plethora of photos which show-
cased the building’s history.  Attendees also 
painted hands and left their prints on the pre-
pared bulletin boards, a symbolic way to show 
the mark they left on the school.

Featured speakers included former su-
perintendent Richard Fazasis, former Cold 
Spring student Ava Switlowski, interim prin-
cipal Jill Pelletier and current superintendent 

Brian Cameron.  Each speaker reflected on 
their time at the school and offered heart-
felt farewells with no small amount of tears.  
Though the doors have closed on Cold Spring 
as an early childhood education building, 
some remain hopeful for the school’s future.

“I think I’m happy that they kept it,” Rog-
ers said as she referred to Pathfinder Tech’s 
bid to buy the location.  “And not, you know, 
burn it down.”

SCHOOL from page 1

Cold Spring School’s banner hangs over the former cafeteria. 	 Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

Current preschool students also leave behind memories and handprints.

Former teachers and students leave their 
literal mark on the school’s bulletin boards.

SOUTH HADLEY – Residents braved the 
tornado warnings and torrential rains to attend 
the Know Your Town Annual End of the Year 
Meeting at the Main Public Library.  Luscious 
appetizers, main dishes and desserts populat-
ed filled buffet tables in a communal display 
of ingenious offerings.

The buffet opened at 5:30pm, a prelude to 
the business meeting which began at 6:15pm.  
Martha Terry opened the meeting with a com-
munity welcome address, a summary of the 
2025 to 2026 year and the required annual 
treasury report.  Terry lead the assembly in a 
moment of silence for the recent passing of 
former Know Your Town President Eleanor 
Klepacki, an organizational cornerstone and 
staple in town government.

Douglas and Linda Young were recog-
nized as the Know Your Town Citizens of the 
Year in absentia. Robert Judge was thanked 
for service as committee chair for the awards 
proceedings.  Lucia Foley was recognized 
for their prompt and efficient contributions to 
the Know Your Town website, accessible at 
knowyourtown.org.

Joan Rosner presented the Know Your 
Town scholarship award and spoke on the ab-
sent recipient’s Brady Denniston accomplish-
ments.  The scholarship, presented in memory 
of member Ann Battersby, is an annual award 
given to a South Hadley High School senior 
who has demonstrated outstanding dedication 
to community volunteer work with plans for 
higher education.

State Senator Jacob Oliveira braved the 
drive from the State House in Boston to help 
present the gigantic certification of commen-
dation for Dennison alongside State Repre-
sentative Homar Gomez. Keynote speakers 
Emily Boddy and Susan Sullivan from Re-
Connect Western Mass spoke on the urgent 
importance of implementing a statewide 
opening to closing bell cell phone free policy 
in schools.  This proposal is currently await-
ing verdict at the State House after passing in 
both chambers.  The floor opened for thought-
ful audience comments and questions for the 
speakers.

Know Your Town will resume in Septem-
ber.  A special thanks is extended to all at-
tendees for the speedy, spotless cleanup of the 
Community Room.  If you would like to be 
informed about future events, join the KYT 
mailing list by emailing MarthaTerry25@
gmail.com.

Emily Brody and Susan Sullivan speak on 
the importance of their proposed Opening to 
Closing Bells No Cell Phone Policy.

State Senator Jacob Oliveira and State 
Representative Homar Gomez congratulate 
in absentia Know Your Town scholarship 
awardee recipient Brady Denniston.

Know Your Town Annual Meeting
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SPORTS
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

C H I C O P E E — S i n c e 
opening the Legion base-
ball season with a victory 
at Westfield Post 124, and a 
road tie versus Sheffield Post 
340, Aldenville (Chicopee) 
Post 337 hasn’t experienced 
very much success on the di-
amond. 

Aldenville was trailing 
undefeated East Springfield 
Post 420, 2-1, entering the 
third inning of last Wednes-
day’s game at historic Szot 
Park. Post 337 (1-3-1) wound 
up losing their third game in 
a row, as East Springfield (4-
0) pulled away with the help 
of three unearned runs in the 
fourth inning, and four more 
runs in the sixth leading to a 
9-2 victory.

“We were right with them 
early in the game,” said Al-
denville manager Nate Caril-
lon. “I thought Alex (Savlick) 
pitched very well in his first 

Legion start of the season, 
but we didn’t help him out 
defensively. We just need to 
start playing a little bit bet-
ter.” 

Savlick, who graduated 
from Minnechaug Regional 
on June 11, allowed five runs 
(two earned) on eight base 
hits. The righthander also 
recorded four strikeouts and 
issued only one walk.

Righty Matt Butler gave 
up four runs on three hits 
in the sixth inning, as East 
Springfield batted around.

Savlick managed to retire 
the side in order during the 
top of the first inning.

East Springfield began 
the second inning with back-
to-back singles from third 
baseman Eduardo Villafane 
and shortstop Noah Sierra. 
Second baseman Javier Pena 
drove home the game’s first 
run with a groundball to Al-

Aldenville Legion falls to East Springfield

Please see ALDENVILLE, 
page 7 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Michael Letellier fields a throw to first.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Following 
three straight 2-1 road losses, 
the New England Mutiny were 
looking to celebrate a home 
victory versus the Hudson Val-
ley Crusaders.

The Mutiny managed to 
take a 1-0 lead before the Cru-
saders responded with four 
unanswered goals leading 
to a 4-2 victory in a USL W 
League match held at Lusitano 
Stadium, last Saturday night.

“This is a very chal-
lenging league,” said Avery 
Klingensmith, who was an 
outstanding soccer player at 
Belchertown High School. 
“We’ve had several games 
this season where we had tak-
en an early lead and wound 
up losing, which is a little bit 
frustrating. Protecting a lead 
is something that we need to 
work on. We really wanted to 
win tonight’s game.”

The Mutiny (1-5-2) are 
first-year members of the USL 
W League. Their only victory 
came at home against AC Con-
necticut, 5-0, on May 30. They 
lost two close road matches 
against Hudson Valley, 2-0, 
and 2-1.

The Crusaders (5-2-2), 
along with Hartford Athletic 
and Vermont Green FC, are 

trying to finish the regular 
season in first place in the 
Northeast Division. Only the 
first place team earns a berth 
in the league playoffs. 

Klingensmith, who 
wrapped up her collegiate soc-
cer career at American 
University in Wash-
ington D.C. last fall, is 
planning to join a pro-
fessional soccer team in 
Greece at the end of the sum-
mer.

“I’m really looking for-
ward to starting my pro-
fessional soccer career 
in a different country,” 
Klingensmith said. “Its 
going to be a different 
type of experience for 
me.”

Hope Santiniello, 
who’s from Aga-
wam, has been 
a member of the 
Mutiny since 
2019. She played 
in her first home match of the 
2026 season against the Cru-
saders.

“The atmosphere at this 
stadium is always amazing,” 
said Santiniello, who was a 
starting defender for the first 
time in last Saturday’s match. 
“It’s always been a pleasure 
playing for this team.”

Just like Klingensmith, 
Santiniello is seeking an op-

portunity to 
play soccer at 
the professional 
level. She’s hoping 
to join a women’s 
team in Florida.       

Another local 
player listed on the 
Mutiny roster is Tennessee 
Murphy, who began her high 
school soccer career at Mon-
son High School before trans-
ferring to the Loomis Chaffee 
School in Connecticut. She’ll 
be a freshman on the Bucknell 
University women’s soccer 
team in the fall. 

“Being a member of this 
soccer team is preparing me 

Mutiny suffers loss to Crusaders

Monson’s 
Tennessee 
Murphy 
advances up 
the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Kayleigh Lukasik heads up the field for the Mutiny. Chloe Laizer corrals the ball.

Please see MUTINY, page 7

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— After 21 
days away from historic Lu-
sitano Stadium, the West-
ern Mass. Pioneers returned 
home last Friday night for an 
intra‑state showdown with 
the Boston Bolts.

The Pioneers faithful 
supporters had plenty to cel-
ebrate early in the match, as 
the home side stormed out to 
a 2–0 advantage in the 24th 
minute.

The Bolts responded with 
a goal late in the first half. 
They struck again 15 minutes 
into the second half and the 
USL League Two matchup 
ended in a 2–2 draw in front 
of a large crowd.

“We held a 2-1 halftime 
lead,” said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. 
“We didn’t play very well in 
the second half. This is a very 
disappointing result for us.”

Both teams entered the 
match with a total of 14 goals.

The Pioneers (5-1-2), who 
have allowed 10 goals, are 
currently sitting in third place 
in the Northeast Division ta-
ble behind NEC and Vermont 
Green FC. 

The top two finishers in 
the division will automati-
cally qualify for the league 
playoffs. 

The Pioneers, who went 
2-0-1 in their previous 
three matches o n 
the road, have 
qualified for the 
league playoffs 
each year since 
joining USL League Two in 
2019.     

The Western Mass. squad 
will most likely need to win 
their remaining five regu-
lar season matches and 
get a little bit of help 
along the way to keep 
the playoff streak 
alive.

“It’s very disap-
pointing letting a two 
goal lead slip away, 
especially in front 
of our fans,” 
said Felipe 
De An-
drade, who 
scored the 
P i o n e e r s 
second goal. 
“We’re going to continue 
to improve and keep fighting 
the rest of the season.” 

De Andrade, who’s from 
Westborough, played for the 
Bolts, which only won three 
matches a year ago. 

“Western Mass has al-
ways been a very strong 
team,” he said. “I just want-
ed a new challenge this 
year. The atmosphere here is 
amazing and it’s a privilege 

to be a member of this squad. 
I wouldn’t change anything.” 

De Andrade, who was a 
member of the New England 
Revolution Academy soccer 
team in high school, began 
his collegiate career at UMa-
ss Boston. He’ll be joining 
the men’s soccer team at Bry-
ant University, which com-
petes at the Division 1 level, 
this fall.

Pioneers battle to draw 
with Boston Bolts

Jaiden 
Williams 
makes a 
quick pass 
to his left.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Fernando Garcia eyes a teammate up the field.

Yigit Kilic looks to play the ball off his 
body.

Please see PIONEERS, page 7
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

denville first baseman Mi-
chael Letellier.

East Springfield took a 
2-0 lead when left fielder 
Seth Tyrrell blasted a triple to 
deep left field with two outs.

The home team loaded 
the bases in the bottom half 
of the frame.

Right fielder Noah Car-
illon drew a leadoff walk 
against East Springfield 
righty Edwar Fernandez. 
Then Salvick was safe at first 
base following a fielding er-
ror by the third baseman. 
Aiden Robinson followed by 
hitting a groundball a single 
into left field. After the next 
hitter struck out, Letellier 
drew a walk forcing home a 
run which sliced Aldenville’s 
deficit in half.

“After they took the lead, 
it was nice to see us score a 
run in the bottom half of the 
inning,” Nate Carillon said. 
“We were able to put a little 
bit of pressure on them.”

Fernandez escaped the 
bases loaded jam with a 
strikeout and flyball out.

W i t h 
two outs 
in the fol-
lowing in-
ning, Noah 
Carillon (2-
for-3) and 
Salvick (3-
for-3) had back-
to-back singles to left field. 
The home team couldn’t tie 
the score or take the lead as 
the next batter grounded out 
ending the threat. 

Savlick didn’t get very 
much support from his de-
fense in the fourth inning as 
East Springfield built a 5-1 
lead with the help of two 
throwing errors.

Savlick hit a flyball 
single into centerfield 
which scored second 
baseman Ryan Net-
kovick (single) with 
two outs in the fifth in-
ning.

Any hopes Aldenville 
might have had of making a 
comeback ended in the sixth 
inning when East Springfield 
scored four more runs on four 

base hits. 
Aldenville will be 

looking to even the season 
series against East Spring-
field on July 6 at Springfield 
Central.

ALDENVILLE from page 6

Aiden Robinson 
sends a throw 
across the 
diamond.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Ryan Netkovick sends a throw away.

Justin Rivera makes a catch in 
center.

for the college level,” Murphy 
said. “I’m counting down the 
days until I leave for college. 
I’m looking forward to the 
challenge.”

Murphy is scheduled to 
leave for Pennsylvania on July 
27.

The Mutiny took a 1-0 lead 
less than ten minutes into the 
opening half.

Hudson Valley goalie Bri-
anne McDonald attempted to 
clear the ball, but it went di-
rectly to Mila Dillard, who put 
a shot into the open net for an 
unassisted goal.

Dillard, who lives in Chi-
copee, is going to be a senior 
on the Pope Francis girls’ 
varsity soccer team, which is 

coached by her father, Brent. 
She has verbally committed to 
playing soccer at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky a year from 
now.

The Crusaders tied the 
score during the 18th minute 
of the opening half with Joy 
Okonye putting a header into 
the left corner of the net past 
Mutiny goalie Chloe Laizer.

About six minutes later, a 
goal from Emmanuella Frim-
pomaa gave the visiting team 
the lead for first time. 

The Crusaders were then 
given a penalty kick following 
a foul in the box. 

Okonye took the shot, 
which deflected off the right 
post.

With five minutes remain-
ing in the first half, Laizer 

made an outstanding save on 
a breakaway shot from Frim-
pomaa, which kept the score at 
2-1 a little bit longer.

The Crusaders did take a 
3-1 lead when Marta Carrasco 
Mesa headed the ball into the 
net following a corner kick.

Frimpomaa scored her 
second goal of the match 30 
seconds into the second half, 
which pretty much sealed the 
Crusaders victory.

At the end of regulation, 
Trinity Clark scored a goal for 
the home team.

The Mutiny were sched-
uled to play a road match 
against AC Connecticut on 
Tuesday night before wrapping 
up the season against Vermont 
Green at Lusitano Stadium at 
6pm on Saturday night.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Avery Klingensmith, of Belchertown, tries to get control of the loose ball.

Hope Santaniello, of Agawam, sends a long kick away. Maeve Staunton overtakes an 
opponent.

MUTINY from page 6

The Pioneers had a couple 
of scoring chances during the 
first ten minutes of the con-
test.

Bolts goalie William 
Synnestvedt made his first 
save on a header from Mar-
tin Echarren six minutes into 
the first half. A minute later, 
Echarren, who plays soccer at 
the University of Charleston, 
lined a shot towards the goal, 
but Synnestvedt (2 saves) 
made the diving save knock-
ing the ball over the end line 
resulting in a corner kick. 

The Pioneers broke the 
ice during the 21st minute.

The scoring play began 
with Alfred Baafi delivering 
a crossing pass in the box to 
Echarren, who put a header 
into the right corner of the net.

Three minutes later, De 
Andrade fired a shot into the 
back of the net after receiving 
a pass from Echarren.

The Bolts (3-4-2) cut their 
deficit in half when Connor 
Gibson scored on a header in 
the 37th minute.

Nikolaj Bertelsen was the 
Pioneers starting goalie for 
the first time this season. He 
replaced Ben Alexander, who 
suffered an injury in a 1-0 
win over the Conn. Rush two 
nights earlier.

“Ben suffered a head inju-
ry the other night and he had 
to get stitches,” Molinari said. 
“He’ll probably be out a cou-
ple of games.”

During the 60th minute, 
Xavier Tanyi lined a shot 
from about 25 yards out into 
the net tying the score at 2-2.

The Pioneers had a couple 
of chances to retake the lead 
during the last 30 minutes, 
but the score didn’t change 
on the scoreboard.

Western Mass. defend-
er Riley Priddy was given a 
straight red card from referee 
Luis Reis after pulling down 
a Bolts player just outside the 
top of the box in stoppage 
time. The free kick taken 
from Rainer Osselmann-Chai 
deflected off a Western Mass. 
defender and the home team 
salvaged a tie.

A tie is better than a loss, 
but it wasn’t what the Pio-
neers fans were hoping for.

The Pioneers are scheduled 
to face the Bolts for the second 
time this season at Brandeis 
University on June 30.

PIONEERS from page 6

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Santiago Blasco fights to keep the ball.

Thomas Wadas clears the ball away.

Alfred Baafi dribbles up the field.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED 
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord; 
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 

call Bob (413)537-5789.

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
B&D PAINTING – Home improvement 
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List. 
413-727-9846.

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200. 
413-218-2321

LIVESTOCK
CHICKENS FOR SALE.

Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred. 
All large brown New England type layers. 
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nocturnal S. American 

rodent
  5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Excitedness
 16. Armed Forces branch
 17. Actor Harris
 18. Middle Eastern capital
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to “Pa”
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Popular computers
 27. Reduce light
 28. Asian mountain range
 29. Every one of two or 

more
 30. Absence of difficulty
 31. A public announcement 

of a proposed marriage
 33. Whittles
 34. Impact
 38. Serviceman
 39. A French river
 40. Prehistoric people

 43. Messenger ribonucleic 
acid

 44. __ Clapton, musician
 45. Ancient Greek sophist
 49. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 50. Singer Hansard
 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Manifesting approval
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Former AL MVP Vaughn
 59. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
 64. Relating to passerine 

birds
 65. Arrange systematically

CLUES DOWN
   1. Colorless fluid
  2. Of a main artery
  3. Photographer’s tool
  4. Blues Traveler hit “But 

__”
  5. Grew older
  6. Not the leader
  7. __ Lang (country singer)
  8. A driver’s license is one
  9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Wildebeests
 13. Equal to one quintillion 

bytes
 14. Japanese three-stringed 

lute
 15. Type of cat
 20. It cools your home
 21. The ancient Egyptian 

sun god
 22. Pouches
 23. German trigraph
 27. Form of Persian
 29. Measurement unit
 30. Body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position
 33. Political action 

committee
 34. Snack food

 35. Front part of a 
quadruped

 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. __, myself and I
 40. City in Utah
 41. They play in the 

trenches
 42. “Can’t Touch This” 

rapper __ Hammer
 44. Type of tree
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for mistake
 47. More open
 48. Most slick
 50. Needles
 51. University of Dayton
 52. Atomic #11
 54. Large fish of the 

mackerel family
 55. Not any
 57. __ and behold
 61. Popular sports highlight 

show (abbr.)
 62. “The Great Lakes State”

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Info@TheTeamThatSells.com  I  (413) 813-4479  I  www.PoissantAndNeveu.com Re/Max Compass

OfficeL:  (413)  568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Info@TheTeamThatSells.com  I  (413) 813-4479  I  www.PoissantAndNeveu.com Re/Max Compass

OfficeL:  (413)  568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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Jamie Joslyn
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Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park
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TOWN OF GRANBY 
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING
The Select Board will hold 

a Public Hearing on Monday 
July 6, 2026 at 5:31 PM at the 
**Senior Center Building lo-
cated at 10-B West State Street, 
Granby, MA to grant permission 
to Massachusetts Electric Com-
pany d/b/a NATIONAL GRID to 
locate poles, wires, and fixtures, 
including the necessary sustain-
ing and protecting fixtures, along 
and across the following public 
way:

1. Kendall Street - National 
Grid to install 1 SO pole on Ken-
dall Street beginning at a point 
approximately 2,900 feet west of 
the centerline of the intersection 

of Chicopee St & Kendall St. Na-
tional Grid will be installing new 
utility pole # 23-50 Kendall St 
for AMI FAN (Automated Me-
tering Infrastructure Field Area 
Network) initiative. Location 
approximately as shown on plan.

2. West Street - National Grid 
to relocate 1 SO pole on West 
Street beginning at a point ap-
proximately 720 feet west of the 
centerline of the intersection of 
Crescent St. Relocating Pole #17 
from the south side of West St., 
to the north side to fix clearance 
issue service wire going to 76 
West St. Service wire is currently 
too close to the roof.  Location 
approximately as shown on plan.

Wherefore it prays that after 
due notice and hearing as provid-

ed by law, it be granted a location 
for and permission to erect and 
maintain poles and wires, togeth-
er with such sustaining and pro-
tecting fixtures as it may find nec-
essary, said poles to be erected 
substantially in accordance with 
the plan filed herewith marked — 
Kendall Street - Granby, Massa-
chusetts.  No. 31251806 & West 
Street - Granby, Massachusetts.  
No. 31315692

Also, for permission to lay and 
maintain underground laterals, 
cables, and wires in the above or 
intersecting public ways for the 
purpose of making connections 
with such poles and buildings as 
each of said petitioners may de-
sire for distributing purposes.

Your petitioner agrees to re-

serve space for one cross-arm 
at a suitable point on each of 
said poles for the fire, police, 
telephone, and telegraph signal 
wires belonging to the munici-
pality and used by it exclusively 
for municipal purposes.

Copies of proposed Plans- 
-31251806-Kendall St & 
31315692-West St Granby MA 
are available in the Board of Se-
lectmen’s Office 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday; 9 
a.m. – 12 noon on Friday located 
at 10-B West State Street, Senior 
Center Building, 2nd Floor.

Granby Selectboard
David Labonte
Mark Bail
Jeffrey Lawson

06/26/2026

Legal Notices

which came alongside the 
transfer, a change of category 
and a section 12 on-premises 
license.  The goal for both 
was to re-categorize from a 
club license to a hotel license, 
a description which McKen-
na identified as “more accu-
rately fits the operations of 
this property.”

“This is pure housekeep-
ing,” Hensler said.  “The phys-
ical location is not changing.  
The license is staying in the 
exact same footprint.”

The current categorization 
caused issues in reporting the 
physical mailing address with 
the Alcohol Beverages Con-
trol Commission, a situation 
which has compounded prob-
lems in the past with registra-

tion reporting.
“Basically, they wanted 

to know where to send the 
mail,” Hensler said.  “The 
ABCC, you know, wants the 
physical location in their re-
cords of the actual licensed 
premises, which we totally 
understand.”

Hensler reported since 
they were already chang-
ing owners, it made sense to 
do the rest of the necessary 
housekeeping as well, since 
they already “have the hood 
popped” on the case.  He 
stated the new licensing ad-
dress would reside at 26 Park 
Street, which was filed in tan-
dem with the additional asks.

“I’d like to first thank you 
for giving us the time and 
your office for helping us get 
this application ready,” Hens-
ler said.  “It’s a bit confus-

ing.”
Resident Joel Prough 

asked during the public hear-
ing if the license transfer and 
category change would come 
with any additional costs, 
which Executive Assistant to 
Administration Kristin Ma-
her informed would not result 
in any additional fees.  She 
also added the change would 
not cause any additional im-
pacts aside from different cat-
egorization for the purposes 
of accounting.

Select Board member Re-
nee Sweeney proposed a mo-
tion to allow the liquor license 
transfer and re-categorization 
to the location on Park Street, 
which passed unanimously 
when brought to Select Board 
voting.  As of this writing, the 
new license owners are the 
trustees of Mount Holyoke.

LICENSE from page 1

Submitted photo
The Belchertown Lions Club would like to thank the 
many folks who visited its food wagon during the 
recent Aaron’s Race 2026 held on the Town Common 
and in the Old Town Hall.  All of our proceeds (and then 
some) allowed our club’s treasurer, Frank Cowdrey, to 
present this check for $1,000 to coordinator Heather 
Twining, which will be used to promote awareness 
through education regarding teen suicide prevention.  
Next up on our food service schedule will be our Meatball 
Sub Sale on July 18, and then our 3rd Annual Cruisin’ the 
Common Memorial Car Show on Aug. 8.

Donation made at 
Aaron’s Race

HOLYOKE – Summer is 
just around the corner and that 
means Tykes Tuesday is back 
for free family fun at Holyoke 
Mall Tuesday mornings from 
July 7 through Aug. 18.  

Tykes Tuesday features 
seven weeks of free family 
activities and exclusive dis-
counts on Tuesdays starting 
at 11 a.m. on the lower level 
in Macy’s Court. The kids’ 
program is free, open to the 
public, and is best suited for 

children ages 12 and under.
Tykes Tuesday Schedule:
July 7: The Science of 

Suds with CT Science Center
July 14: Piti Theatre’s Sto-

ry Wizards (3:00pm-4:00pm)
July 21: Celebrate Christ-

mas in July with Mrs. Claus, 
Face Painting and More

July 27: Sing and Learn 
with Something Royal Party 
Co. & Pickleball 101 Class 
for Kids 7+ (at Pickleball 
Kingdom)

August 4: Wildlife on 
Wheels with Forest Park Zoo

August 11: Kimberly’s 
Pocket Circus

August 18: Nature Time 
with Mass Audubon and Face 
Painting with Clowntique

Please note the time 
change for the event on July 
14.  Families are encouraged 
to pre-register at https://www.
holyokemall.com/tykes-tues-
day-2026/. Registration is re-
quired for the Pickleball 101 

class and is for children 7 and 
older. The event that week 
will be held inside and in the 
common area outside of Pick-
leball Kingdom, on the lower 
level, near JCPenney. 

More information about 
Holyoke Mall stores, restau-
rants, and entertainment ven-
ues, can be found at Holyoke-
mall.com. Follow and share 
your stories at the center on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Tykes Tuesday returns to Holyoke Mall starting July 7

HOLYOKE – PrideFEST, 
featuring live music, drag 
performers, local art, food, 
and community will be cel-
ebrated Saturday, June 27, 
from 12 to 6 p.m. at Veterans 
Park.

The day-long celebration 
of LGBTQIA+ pride and vis-

ibility will be headlined by 
RuPaul’s Drag Race star Jos-
lyn Fox.

The Holyoke Pride After 
Party — the official clos-
ing celebration of Holyoke 
PrideFEST 2026 — will run 
from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. with 
a 21+ outdoor party outside 

Fame in downtown Holyoke, 
386 Dwight Street. The After 
Party will keep the energy 
going with music, drag, cash 
bar, food trucks, and dancing 
to music provided by DJ’s 
Transcendence and Jay Alex-
ander.

Holyoke’s Annual PrideFEST returns June 27

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Community 
Band wants you to join them 
for their 40th Anniversa-
ry Season. It doesn’t matter 
what town you are from, what 
instrument you play or your 
skill level, you are invited 
to be part of this celebratory 
season. Rehearsals start June 

23 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Belchertown High School. 
From the parking lot, go into 
the left door and walk down 
the hall that is slightly to the 
left.

There is no fee to partic-
ipate, but you can anticipate 
a wonderful experience of 
playing music and making 

new friends. If you can’t 
come June 23, come June 25, 
same time, same place. You 
will be part of 4 concerts per-
formed on the Belchertown 
Common on Thursdays in 
July and August. So brush off 
that instrument and come en-
joy music again

Community Band set to begin rehearsals

Read the Town Reminder online at
www.townreminder.turley.com
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reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.
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teresting submissions to the 
event.  Benier recalled an Im-
pala with a blower sticking 
out of the hood and one very 
unique contribution which 
has become an infrequent 
staple of the cruise nights.

“There is a gentleman 
that brings a fire truck,” Ber-
nier said.  “He brings an an-
tique fire truck that is fully 
operational.”

“One of my goals coming 
into this was to really kind of 
understand what the Friends 
do and then help broaden the 
scope of what we do,” said 
organization President Kim 
Prough.  She mentioned she 
got involved with the Friends 
six years ago as a way to 
build pickleball courts in 
town.  Prough handles much 
of the marketing and fund-
raising with the help of an 

extensive volunteer staff.
“The Friends hadn’t done 

a lot of fundraising in the 
past and was primarily fo-
cused on what was original-
ly the cruise nights,” Prough 
said.  She mentioned the idea 
to add live music to the tra-
ditional cruise nights was 
an idea by Group Treasurer 
Steve Lackowitz formulated 
about three years ago.

“We started with, like, 
maybe three bands and then 
last year we did, like, maybe 
10 bands,” Prough said.  “So 
this year, in total, we have 20 
concerts that we’re doing, all 
free to the public.  Our goal 
is really to help support the 
town and keep Buttery Brook 
Park a really beautiful and 
amazing resource; for not 
just South Hadley but the sur-
rounding communities.”  
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Live music accompanies the competition. 	 Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

Muscle cars take the stage. Motorcycles are also displayed on cruise nights.Buttery Brook Park hosts Cruise Nights on Friday nights, 
which include a variety of cars and free music.

perintendent’s office. Lynch 
said the town may have to 
designate her role as a special 
municipal employee or clas-
sify the work as a consulting 
contract to comply with state 
conflict‑of‑interest law.

“We probably would have 
to name her as a special mu-
nicipal employee… or (may-
be) we could (hire her) as a 
consultant,” Lynch told the 
board, adding that he would 
check with counsel and the 
finance director before bring-
ing back a recommendation.

Board members did not 
take a formal vote but agreed 
Lynch should speak with 
Hedjamowitz about scope, 
hours and rate, consult Fi-
nance Director Chris Martin 
about funding and coordinate 
with MuniBit on training op-

tions. Lynch said he expects 
to report back as early as the 
next meeting.

The website debate quick-
ly broadened into questions 
about how Granby communi-
cates overall.

Lynch said he plans to 
work more closely with Com-
munications Committee chair 
Tobias Wilson on both the 
town site and social media, 
including how to handle ar-
chiving requirements for pub-
lic records.

Bail, who has pushed for 
a stronger communications 
strategy, said committee 
members have the technical 
skills but need clearer direc-
tion from the board.

Separately, officials 
agreed that some existing re-
ports should be more visible 
online. When the board re-

viewed a monthly construc-
tion update for the West Street 
building renovation, Select 
Board chair David Labonte 
asked that it be posted so res-
idents can follow the project 
without attending meetings.

“Could you actually scan 
this, and… put it on the web-
site?” Labonte said, refer-
ring to the project manager’s 
progress report.

Police Chief Kevin 
O’Grady supported that 
move, noting the document 
is already public and would 
likely answer many questions 
about budget and schedule.

For now, Lynch has what 
he called “marching orders” 
to:

Identify money in the bud-
get to pay for cleanup work 
on the site.

Determine whether Hed-

jamowitz can be hired un-
der ethics rules and on what 
terms.

Work with MuniBit to 
schedule training so depart-
ment heads can update their 
own sections.

Coordinate with the Com-
munications Committee on 
website structure and respon-
sible use of social media.

Board members empha-
sized they are not looking to 
build a flashy site, but a func-
tional one that residents can 
rely on for accurate, current 
information about town gov-
ernment.

While no deadlines were 
set, Lynch said he expects 
to return with options in the 
coming weeks, setting the 
stage for what could be Gran-
by’s most significant commu-
nications overhaul in years.
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BELCHERTOWN – 
Join members of the Zon-
ta Club of Quaboag Valley 
on Sept. 12 for a fun day 
on the links at Cold Spring 
Country Club in Belcher-
town and be a champion 
for women and girls. The 
$120 registration includes 
golf, cart, pastries/coffee, 
snacks, box lunch, bever-
ages, prizes and more. If 
you aren’t a golfer, you 
can donate a raffle prize or 
sponsor a hole.  

Registration starts at 
7:30 a.m., with a shot-
gun starts at 8:30 a.m. 
Registration form and 

link are at www.Zon-
taQV.org/golf.   Questions 
can be directed to Mary 
Knight at 413-219-8260. 

Your support directly 
funds scholarships and 
grants that empower wom-
en and girls to overcome 
challenges and achieve 
their full potential. We’re 
working to end child mar-
riage, domestic violence, 
and human trafficking, 
while also supporting cli-
mate justice, education 
equality, and women in 
decision-making posi-
tions.

Zonta Club offering 
weekly fun golf day


