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Residents gather in a group photo to celebrate both the pickleball community and town unity.

More pickleball courts

added to area

By Ben Hernandez
bhernandez@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY -
The inaugural serve was
performed at the new But-
tery Brook Park pickleball
courts on June 28. 150
eager residents flocked to
the grand opening, and in-
cluded hamburgers, hot
dogs, drinks and other re-
freshments. The event was
kicked off with a two-hour
Learn-to-Play clinic, which
served as an introduction
for people new to the game.
According to figures pro-
vided by Friends of Buttery
Brook Park President Kim

Prough, 45 people were
in attendance to learn the
game.

“All  volunteers were
very helpful and full of
knowledge,” said partici-
pant Dave Labonte.

Retired South Hadley
High School physical ed-
ucation teacher and active
pickleball advocate Ron
Bullough also attended and
was honored for his local
contributions to the sport
by offering the court its first
official serve.

The retired teacher
learned of pickleball in the
1970s during a PE conven-
tion in Boston, which in-

spired
him to
bring
it back
to South
Hadley.
Organizing
the first com-
petitive tournaments
within the region, Bullough
is considered the “godfather
of pickleball” for the town.
During the event,
Prough thanked the numer-
ous invaluable volunteers
who made the event possi-
ble. She offered gratitude
to those involved in raising

Please see COURTS, page 10
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Ron Bullough offers the court its first official serve.
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The first annual Granby Vendor Fair attracted numerous local businesses looking to network
and expand their enterprises.

Cindy’s Drive-In hosts
first-ever vendor fair

By Ben Hernandez
bhernandez@turley.com

GRANBY - The first-
year fair hosted by Cindy’s
Drive-In attracted a myriad
of different businesses, who
gathered in the green behind
the iconic Granby ice cream
and hamburger joint to show-
case their wares and connect
with fellow entrepreneurs.
The assortment of differ-
ent backgrounds provided
a unique perspective on the
town’s economy, each with
different stories.

“We saw Cindy’s Drive-
In post on the Facebook
page and we signed up to be
a vendor,” said Kyle Gordon
of Agawam based Junk Hog
Junk Removal, which has
been in operation for about
six months. He stated vendor
fairs like these were “very
important” to local startups
and were essential to getting
the word out.

“Any time we do an event

like this, we generally get a
good surge of business for
the following few weeks to
a month,” Gordon said. “It’s
definitely a good way to get
the word out there and meet
the community.”

Serial entrepreneur Robyn
Miller, who represented event
rental company Ladybug Par-
ty Rentals at the event, stat-
ed the fair was a a great way
to meet new people. With

a background in molecular
biology and biochemistry,
Miller’s current day job as the
head of a digital marketing
company illustrated how the
fair attracted so many people
from different walks of life.
Miller stated the company
was entering its “third sea-
son” and provided a myriad
of different services. From

Please see FAIR, page 9

New business owner Amanda Rodriguez expresses gratitude
for a growing supportive customer base.

Chicken-keeping rules endorsed

By Walter Hamilton
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - A
yearslong effort to stream-
line and clarify town farming
bylaws has cleared a conten-
tious hurdle, when the Plan-
ning Board backed provi-
sions that address concerns of
residents who love and keep
backyard chickens.

On June 22, during its lat-
est multi-session hearing on
proposed bylaws, the board
debated and tentatively ap-
proved changes governing
agricultural uses in residen-

tial zones. The draft bylaws
contain definitions of lan-
guage, and use and dimen-
sional regulations.

Under a current draft of
proposed Agricultural Uses
Accessory to Residential
Use, (Chapter 255, Section
25), residents in zoning dis-
tricts RA1, and RA2 are al-
lowed backyard chicken “en-
closures” for “small flocks”
that may or may not include a
shelter. Such structures could
not be higher than 10 feet.

“Small flocks are defined
by the bylaw as limited to one
chicken “to each 500 square

feet of lot area but in no
case more than 12 such units
(chickens) on any lot.”

Attending the June 22
hearing, backyard chickens’
advocate Ashley Crawley,
owner of a home at 14 Hunter
Terrace on a quarter-acre lot
in the RA2 zone, questioned
the need to provide a 25-foot
setback “from any lot line”
for chicken coops or enclo-
sures.

Such chicken structures
must not be closer than 25
feet from any residences for

Please see RULES, page 9

Granby Board of Health raises
concerns over compliance issues

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY - Health of-
ficials raised concerns over
food-waste composting and
small-scale food operations
last week, pressing Red Fire
Farm and the Chateau Har-
mony Food Shed to meet
state wastewater, sanitation
and nuisance standards amid
complaints of odors, rodents
and regulatory gray areas.

Members wrestled with
how to support local agri-
culture and grassroots food
businesses while enforcing
state public health codes. Red
Fire Farm’s partnership with
a commercial banana com-
posting venture and its un-
finished market building on
Taylor Street drew extended

scrutiny, as did the Chateau
Harmony Food Shed’s ef-
fort to operate a stationary
food stand at 185 West State
Street. Officials signaled they
are open to creative uses but
said wastewater, plumbing
and food safety rules leave
little room for compromise.

Red Fire Farm’s hosting
of Banana Compost, a private
food-scrap hauler that builds
large compost windrows
on the farm’s Taylor Street
land, dominated one of the
meeting’s longest segments.
Board members described a
balancing act between divert-
ing organics from landfills
and responding to residents’
complaints about odor and
rats.

Board of Health member
Mael Walkowiak reported

visiting the piles from the
street, where they were ac-
tively decomposing. He said
the first time he went out,
the rows “were steaming and
working real hard. It smelled,
the way I would describe it’s
ketonic, kind of like ammo-
nia, like people that have bad
diabetes, and they go into de-
cay.”
After the Department of
Environmental Protection
inspection and corrective
work, including more wood
chips and turning, Walkowi-
ak told colleagues the materi-
al smelled “like fresh mulch”
and that he could not find bur-
rows around the piles.

DEP’s Western Massa-
chusetts solid waste chief,

Please see BOARD, page 10
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Belchertown School Garden seeks aid through summer

By Ben Hernandez
bhernandez @ turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The
next volunteer session for the
Belchertown School Garden
began on June 28. Located in
front of Swift River Elemen-
tary, the gardens have been a
community staple for school
youths since the early 1990s.

“The school garden has
been around for quite a while
now,” said Volunteer Garden
Manager Holly Field. “I'm
just the current caretaker of
the garden. But it was started
by some teachers who want-
ed to get the children outside
learning in a hands-on envi-
ronment.”

According to documen-
tation provided by Field, the
garden was originally created
by local third grade school
teacher Carol Wagner in the
early 1990s, the garden proj-
ect was handed off to sever-
al volunteers throughout the
course of its near 40 years of
existence. These transitions
had the garden go through
several different transfor-
mations; which included a
season of cultivat-
ed potatoes, a rock
garden, a pollinator
garden and the addi-
tion of flower beds.

The current gar-
den now serves as a
key element of the
Life on Earth elec-
tive course for stu-
dents in grades 10
to 12, a class which
teaches about bio-
diversity and how
ecosystems  work
in the local envi-
ronment. Since the
incorporation of the

o

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

The site also includes a section entirely for pollinator friendly

plants.

e
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gardening planning The garden reminds the community the project is a group effort.

group Parent Teacher

Garden Garden Organization
in 2015, the gardens have en-
joyed support from both the
school and wider community
support. However, this town
integration didn’t come with-
out its share of pitfalls.

“When Covid hit, it put a
damper on the whole garden-
ing experience,” Field said.
“We’ve been rebuilding the
volunteer base, the teacher
engagement and the student
engagement since coming
back from Covid.”

Field has volunteered for
“about five years.” Her con-
tributions began when she
heard several teachers re-
tired, which created a need
for someone to step in. Uti-
lizing available students in
the fall to help cultivate the
gardens, Field stressed the
need for consistent manpow-
er throughout to help keep the
gardens running.

“We look for volunteers to
come up and keep the garden
running over the summer, so
when they come back in the

The Belchertown School Garden is located on the hill
opposite Chestnut Hill Community School.

fall, it’s still a functional gar-
den.” Field said.

Field is looking for people
to help weed, water the gar-
dens weekly and harvest as
needed. She mentioned the
harvests are usually donat-
ed to the local senior center,
though Field also commented
the proceeds were also given
to the Summer Eats program
in the past. For those without
a green thumb, there are still
opportunities to help contrib-
ute to the cause. Field men-
tioned she needed help with

further public outreach, as
well as a website to organize
the initiative.

“It would be wonderful to
have a website,” Field said.
“So, anyone who has a desire
to either learn how to make
a website or has experience
with making a website, build-
ing us a basic website would
be wonderful.”

Those interested in con-
tributing towards the gardens
may email btowngarden@
gmail.com for further infor-
mation.

The garden contains multiple beds of local vegetation cultivated by students and town
residents.

¢ Volunteer garden manager Holly Field instructs Pathfinder Tech students on how to
E grow chard.

Volunteer event to remove
invasive species from waterway

Headline: SOUTH HAD-
LEY — Paddle with a purpose
— help us remove the inva-
sive water chestnut from our
waterways.

Wednesday, July 15 at
9:30 a.m. Meet at Brunelle’s
Marina - please park on the
grass just past the boat ramp
and not in the restaurant park-
ing spaces. You MUST regis-
ter for the event ~ especially
if you need to borrow a boat!
You can do that at the bot-
tom of the page here: https://
ctriver.vomo.org/opportuni-
ty/bachelor-brook. Be sure to
register for a borrowed boat
or BOYB (Bring Your Own
Boat). This important work
must be done every year to
keep the invasive species un-
der control in our waterway.
Bachelor Brook is one of
South Hadley’s beautiful wa-
terway.

Water chestnut is a harm-
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ful aquatic, invasive species,
which is known to take over
stretches of water. When left
unchecked, water chestnut
has the potential to decimate
ecosystems and eliminate
recreational opportunities.

Fortunately, it is easily
identifiable and smaller infes-
tations can be managed with
trained volunteers hand-pull-
ing the plant. The key to
keeping water chestnut from
invading new areas is to re-
move plants before they have
a chance to set seeds.

Join us in South Hadley,
on the morning of Wednesday
July 15 to pull water chest-
nut from beautiful Bache-
lor Brook, part of the Stony
Brook Conservation Area.
We will meet and launch
from Brunelle’s Marina. Each
paddler is required to register
and consent to CRC’s liabil-
ity waiver using the register
button below. All registered
participants will receive an
email with more details and
confirmation the day before
each pull.

We have a limited number
of folding kayaks, paddles,
and PFDs for paddlers to bor-
row, or you can bring your
own kayak and canoe with

PFD and paddle. Register as
a “Bring Your Own Boat”
participant or register for an
available kayak to borrow.
Please note that the max pad-
dler height for the borrowed
folding kayak is 2” and the
max paddler weight is 225
Ibs.
Need to know

Bring: eHat eSunscreen
*Sunglasses *Water *An ex-
tra layer for chilly weather
*Clothes that can get wet
and dirty (and a change of
clothes in the car just in case)
*Closed-toed shoes or water
shoes (no Crocs or flip-flops
but secured sandals are ok) A
boat and paddles (unless you
specified otherwise during
registration) *PFD (there are
some available on site if you
don’t have one) eOptional:
work gloves (example, gar-
dening gloves)

Should you have any
questions or concerns, please
call/text Kelly Beerman at
802-318-1390 or email at
kbeerman @ctriver.org.

Or contact Rebekah Cor-
nell at town hall, Planning
& Conservation department.
413-538-5030 x 6129 rcor-
nell@southhadleyma.gov
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it onovam s
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Library announces upcoming July news and activities

SOUTH HADLEY — Wel-
come to summer. We're excit-
ed with all the programs we’ll
be offering as part of our sum-
mer schedule. Between South
Hadley Public and Gaylord
Memorial libraries there is just
about something going on ev-
ery day. Be sure to check out
our online calendar for current
and upcoming events. Library
programming is offered for all
ages, at no charge, and we look
forward to seeing you soon.

Adult Programs at SHPL

This July, the South Hadley
Public Library’s Adult Sum-
mer Program invites you to
“Plant a Seed... Read” with a
month of fascinating programs
exploring gardening, history,
ecology, and wildlife. All pro-
grams are on Wednesday eve-
nings unless otherwise noted.
From “The History of Grains”
with Valley Malt’s Ground
Up on Wednesday, July 1 at
6:00 to discovering “The Ori-
gins of Everyday Vegetables”
with Master Gardener Bonnie
Power on Wednesday, July 9
at 6:00 to Winter Ecology and
Horticulture with horticultur-
ist Erik Vegeto on Wednesday,
July 15 at 6:00. There’s some-
thing for every curious mind.
Join us for a fun Puzzle Race
on Saturday, July 18 at 10:00
(online registration required),
then travel coast-to-coast with
local author and wildlife ecol-
ogist Brad Timm, with “Amer-
ica is Wild!” on Wednesday,
July 22 at 6:00. We finish the
month learning how to sup-
port pollinators and local hab-
itats with Rebekah Cornell,
Conservation  Administrator
presenting “The Growing
Wild Initiative” on Wednes-
day, July 29 at 6:00. Be sure
to pick up a Surprise Summer
Bingo Card—complete a line
and earn a special seed paper
bookmark (which you can
plant and grow). Don’t forget
to sign up for the Adult Sum-
mer Program for a chance to
win one of four prizes: a $50

Big Y Grocery Gift Card, $50
BigY Gas Gift Card, or one of
two $25 Odyssey Bookstore
Gift Cards.

Looking for a summer
book club? The Hello Sun-
shine Book Club meets at 6:30
on the first Wednesday of each
month. July’s selection is Hap-
py Place by Emily Henry. Our
Between the Covers Romance
Book Club meets on Tues-
day, July 14 at 3:00 to discuss
The Stolen Life of Colette
Marceau by Kristen Harmel.
Haven’t read these books?
Pick up copies of upcoming
discussion titles for both the
library and senior center book
clubs at the library.

Continuing adult programs
include:

* South Hadley Chess Club
next meeting Saturday, Au-
gust 1 at 3:30

¢ Spanish Conversation Cir-
cle on Saturday, August 15
at 10:30

e Tuesday Night Knitters
each Tuesday at 6:00

* Gatehouse Writers Group,
online each Friday at 10:00

Online Author Programs
(click each program for more
information)

e Small Towns and Big Se-
crets: In Conversation with
Bestselling Author Karin
Slaughter, International
and New York Times Best-
selling Author of Pretty
Girls, the Will Trent series,
and The Good Daughter.
Tuesday, July 14 at 7:00

e Migrant Heart: The
Hidden Cost of the
American Dream and
Healing Through Story-
telling with Reyna Grande,
Award-Winning and Best-
selling Author of The
Distance Between Us and
A Dream Called Home.
Thursday, July 16 at 2:00

* The Power of Connection:
Creating Lasting Friend-
ships in an Increasingly
Lonely World with Dr.

Marisa Franco, Psychol-
ogist, Professor, and New
York Times Bestselling
Author, Tuesday, July 28

at 2:00

Children’s Programs

at SHPL

Our summer reading pro-
gram is in full swing! It’s not
too late to be a “cool bean”
and sign up. Read any book
of your choice, in any for-
mat, just 20 minutes a day to
complete your log and earn a
prize! Special “Plant A Seed,
Read” programs this month
include a Breezy Seeds En-
gineering Challenge for kids
ages 6-10 on Saturday, July 25
at 10:30, Escape from the Ter-
rible Thicket for ages 8-11 on
Monday, July 27 at 3:00, and
Storyteller Diane Edgecomb
on Thursday, July 30 at 3:00.

Lego & Games happens
most Monday & Wednesday
afternoons at 3:00, but there
are also two arts & crafts
programs this month: Food
Collage on Wednesday, July
15 at 3:00 and Caterpillars &
Butterflies on Wednesday, July
29 at 3:00. Pajama Storytime
meets every Monday evening
at 6:30, Rhyme Time on Tues-
days at 10:30, and Story Time
on Wednesdays at 10:30 (plus
a special Boston Bruins story-
time with mascot Blades on
Wednesday, July 29 at 11:00.

Please note: Playgroup
moves from Thursdays to
Mondays at 10:00 starting
July 6, and Baby Lapsit Sto-
rytime moves from Fridays
to Thursdays at 10:00 starting
July 16. Don’t forget that Jap-
anese Storytime is Tuesday,
July 7 at 4:00, Kids Graphic
Novel Book Club is Thursday,
July 9 at 4:00, Pride Club and
Read to A Dog are both Tues-
day, July 14 at 4:00.

Lastly, a beloved summer
tradition returns: Book Bingo
will be held on Thursdays at
2:00 (July 2,9, 16, and 23). All
ages are welcome to play and
win books!

Teen Programs at SHPL

This month for Teens (ages
11 through 19) we have a lot
of great offerings! YA Book
Tasting will happen Wednes-
day, July 8 from 3:30-5:00.
This month’s Crafternoon
takes place Wednesday, July
15 from 4:00-5:00. We will
be making buttons. No sign
up is needed. Night Craft will
be happening on Tuesday, July
28 from 6:30-7:30. We will be
making Tile Fire Art. None of
these programs require sign-
ing up unless you would like
an email reminder.

Our monthly gaming ses-
sions will be happening on
Tuesday, July 7 & 14 for Xbox
X and Wednesday, July 1 for
Switch. All gaming sessions
start at 3:30 and run until 5:00.
No sign up is needed.

Snackternoon will be on
Thursday, July 23 from 4:00-
5:00. Please sign up so we can
have enough supplies for all
teen participants.

With Summer Reading
in full swing we have some
bonus Teen Programs this
month. There will be PopTart
Tasting on Monday, July 13
from 4:00-5:00. Please sign
up. This month also starts our
new Teen Drama Club which
will take place on Thursday,
July 16 from 3:30-4:30 and
Thursday, July 30 from 3:30-
4:30. On Monday, July 20
from 3:30-4:30 we’ll be plant-
ing Mini Herb Gardens. No
sign up needed.

This month also brings a
new Teen Escape Room on
Monday, July 27 from 4:30-
5:30. Please sign up.

Our monthly Teen Take-
aways continue to be avail-
able. This month features
Twirling Ladybug Craft. Sign
up once and get a new Teen
Takeaway every month. We
also have our latest Booktro-
vert pick: Mooncakes by Wen-
dy Xu. There are no in-person
meet ups, just enjoy the book
on your own time. Copies are

available in the Teen Room for
check out.

Any questions please email
Bethany.

Gaylord Memorial
Library

Enjoy the good weather
by dropping in to play some
Cornhole on the back lawn,
Thursdays, July 9 & 30 from
4:00-7:30. All ages welcome!

Join us to Make Your Own
Wildflower Seed Bookmark
on Thursday, July 16 from
6:00 to 8:00. We’ll make recy-
cled paper pulp and add seeds
so that we can plant our book-
marks when we’re done using
them. Ages 10+.

For kids we have our usu-
al Story Times (Fridays at
10:30). LEGO Club meets
Thursdays, July 2, 16 & 30
from 3:00 to 6:00 and we have
Drop-In Crafts Thursday, July
9 & 23 from 3:00 to 6:00.

We also have Summer
Reading Program events with
Mass Audubon educator Kelly
Walbert on Friday, July 24 at
2:00 when we’ll have Nature
Craft Gel Painting where kids
will make their own prints
with nature-themed objects.
On Friday, July 31 at 10:30 we
have Totally Turtle Time with
a visit from a box turtle and
lots of cool turtle facts.

were no injuries. leaking.

with no injuries.

ening injuries.

Granby Police

Editor’s Note: The Granby Police Department re-
sponded to 104 calls for the week of June 19, through
June 25. Those arrested are presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law. The Granby Police De-
partment provides all information.

Monday, June 22

12:41 p.m. — A resident called to report that they re-
ceived a call from Walmart Credit stating there was a
problem with her account. They hung up on them and did
not give them any information

1:26 p.m. — A resident reported receiving a text mes-
sage stating that that they have to appear in district court
tomorrow. The message didn’t say what court. They were
advised it is a scam and to delete and block.

Tuesday, June 23
8:06 a.m. — A motorist reported striking a guardrail.
Granby Police and Fire responded. There were no inju-
ries. There was extensive damage to the guardrail.
10:39 a.m. — A motorist reported striking a deer. There

Wednesday, June 24
9:34 a.m. — A motorist reported a two-car accident

Thursday, June 25
3:44 p.m. — Several callers reported a 2-car accident.
Granby Police and Fire responded. Belchertown Fire and
South Hadley Fire were called for mutual aid. Five peo-
ple were transported to the hospital with non-life-threat-

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Grinding

|
Lot

Clearing

Give us a call today for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com

DL&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

-

Dear Rusty:

We could use guidance
on optimum dates for my
spouse to begin taking So-
cial Security.

She  doesn’t  have
enough work credits on
her own, so she will be us-
ing mine for spousal ben-
efits. I was born in 1955,
and I now get $3,886 in
monthly SS benefits.

My wife was born in
1961. We currently receive
about $50,000 per year in
royalties and VA disabili-
ty payments that will stop
upon my death.

So, with that in mind,
can you suggest optimum
dates for my wife to claim,
based on my projected
death in early 2027 or ear-
ly 2030? My wife is very
healthy and will likely live
beyond 2040.

Of course no one can
predict their own pass-
ing; these are just random
dates I came up with based
on probabilities with my
health issues.

Signed: Planning Ahead

Dear Planning Ahead:

Life expectancy and
financial need are prima-
ry factors for your wife to
consider at this point, plus
whether she is now work-
ing. Her Full Retirement
Age for Social Security
purposes is age 67 and, if
she takes her spouse bene-
fit before that, the monthly
amount will be reduced by
about 8.3% for each year
early, and she will also be
subject to Social Securi-
ty’s Annual Earning Test,
which limits how much
she can earn from working
prior to reaching her FRA.

Statistically, your
wife’s life expectancy is
about 87 that’s average
longevity for a woman
your wife’s current age.
Even though she isn’t el-
igible for her own SS re-
tirement benefits, she can
still get a spousal benefit
while you are both living
and will get an even higher
surviving spouse benefit
when you die.

That’s because her
spousal  benefit  while
both living will be based
on 50% of your Full Re-

When should my wife
claim Social Security?

tirement Age entitlement,
but your wife’s surviving
spouse benefits when you
die will be based upon
100% of the benefit you
were receiving at your
death.

Generally, if you be-
lieve you will pass with-
in the next few years and
your wife isn’t working,
her best option would be
to claim her regular spouse
benefit now.

Although she will ini-
tially get less than 50% of
your FRA entitlement, that
amount will be replaced
automatically by her high-
er survivor benefit when
you pass. Depending on
her age when you pass,
she will get the full $3,886
monthly amount you are
receiving at your death
plus any COLA yet to be
awarded.

If that happens before
she reaches her full retire-
ment age, her monthly sur-
vivor amount will be actu-
arially reduced based upon
how far before her FRA it
is claimed. Generally, the
survivor benefit reduction
will be about 4.75% for
each full year claimed ear-
ly about .396% for each
month early.

So, to a large degree,
your wife’s options for
spouse and survivor ben-
efits are based on your
expected longevity. If you
have reason to believe you
will pass within the next
few years, then your wife
should probably claim her
spousal benefit now while
you are both living.

Because she is a bit shy
of 65 years old, her initial
SS spouse benefit will be
reduced she’ll get about
42% of your FRA bene-
fit amount, instead of the
50% she would get if she
claimed at age 67.

She can collect that
amount until you die, at
which time she will re-
ceive her survivor’s benefit
as your widow. If she has
reached age 67 when that
happens, your wife’s bene-
fit will become the same as
yours was when you died,

Please see SEGURITY,
page 5

Reminiscing brings butterflies to mind

y husband and 1
were sitting on the
porch reminiscing.

To be honest I felt a bit
melancholy. Where has time
gone?

With empty nesting feel-
ing like it’s right around the
corner, it’s easy to drift back
in time and wish just for
a moment that the kids
were little again.

Boy, did we read
lots of books. I re-
member one of the
girls” favorites was
“Butterfly Count” by
Sneed B. Collard III.

In honor of “days
gone by,” enjoy this col-
umn right out of the archives

The basic premise of the
book highlights the North
American Butterfly Associa-
tion’s Fourth of July butterfly
count with a simple story of
a mother and daughter count-
ing butterflies at a prairie res-
toration site named after the
girl’s great great-grandmother
Nora Belle.

When Nora traveled west
as a child, “regal fritillaries
by the thousands danced over
the bluestem grasses, setting
the prairie afire with butter-
fly wings” yet today they are
gone, “their prairie homes
are farms and houses now.”
The story ends with mother
and daughter finding the rare
butterfly in an undisturbed
area of the preserve, the tiny
cemetery in which her great
great-grandparents are buried.

Reading the book got me
thinking about what we could
do as gardeners to encourage
healthy butterfly populations.
According to the North Amer-
ican Butterfly Association it
isn’t enough to simply choose
specific flowering “nectar”
plants to attract butterflies, we
must also choose plants that
will feed -caterpillars- that
way we are providing for the

entire life cycle of the insect.
Some of the best nectar
plants for our area include na-
tive wildflowers such as bone-
set, Joe-pye-weed, milkweed,
black-eyed Susan and purple
coneflower. Other common
wildflowers like hawkweed,

¢

ox-eye daisy and Queen
Anne’s Lace make good nec-
tar plants as well.

Top caterpillar food plants
for our region include carrot,
dill, parsley, fennel, milk-
weed, nasturtium and verbe-
na.

The largest number of but-
terfly species will be drawn to
our yards if we imitate how
plants grow in the wild. To
do so, we should install a di-
verse mixture of trees, shrubs,
perennial and annual flowers
and herbs that bloom through-
out the growing season.

Trees such as aspens, wil-
lows, poplars, and wild cher-
ry make great host plants for
caterpillars. In addition, they
give butterflies shelter from
the wind, protection from
predators and spots to roost
at night.

A good habitat should also
include some form of water
source that will provide but-
terflies with additional mois-
ture when dew and rain are
scarce. “The Family Butterfly
Book” by Rick Mikula (Sto-
rey Publishing, $29.95) offers
a fun project to make with
your kids called a waterless
pond.

n

Line a shallow hole in the
garden with a trash bag, fill
it with stones and add water.
Dew will collect on the rocks
in the morning and slide down
the cracks.

Butterflies can land on the
rocks and sip water from the
crevices. Put a narrow band
of sand around your pond
and this area will serve dou-
ble-duty as a “puddling

station,” a place for male
butterflies to imbibe salts
and minerals in prepa-
ration for mating.
Another  important
feature in a butterfly gar-
den is a basking station. To be
able to fly, these solar pow-
ered creatures must warm up.

In fact, Mikula reports
that their flight muscles must
achieve 83 degrees before
lift-off!

Light colored stepping
stones placed about the gar-
den will reflect the sun, al-
lowing the insects upper and
lower wing surfaces to heat
up at the same time.

After researching this ar-
ticle I realize just how little I
know about butterflies. Luck-
ily, some of the plants men-
tioned above already grow on
my property, and butterflies
often frequent the premises.

For more information on
or to participate in the North
American Butterfly Associa-
tion’s butterfly count consult
their website at www.naba.
org

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.
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John Kunhardt of Belcher-
town took this photo of a
northern yellow warbler near
Lake Wallace in Belchertown.

Northern yellow warblers
are small, evenly propor-
tioned songbirds with medi-
um-length tails and rounded
heads. They are 4.7 to 5.1
inches long. For a warbler, the
straight, thin bill is relatively
large.

Northern yellow warblers
are uniformly yellow birds.
Males are a bright, egg-yolk
yellow with reddish streaks
on the underparts. Females
are also yellow but appear
slightly duller.

Both sexes flash yellow
patches in the tail. The face
is unmarked, accentuating the
large black eye.

People may look for these
warblers near the tops of tall
shrubs and small trees.

They forage restlessly,
with quick hops along small
branches and twigs to glean
caterpillars and other insects.
Males sing their sweet, whis-
tled songs from high perches.

Northern yellow warblers
breed in shrubby thickets and
woods, particularly along wa-
tercourses and in wetlands.
Common trees include wil-
lows, alders and cottonwoods
across North America

. eny &
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By Ellenor Downer

In winter these warblers
inhabit a variety of wooded
habitats including mangroves,
deciduous forests and tropical
evergreen forests, as well as
gardens, town plazas, sec-
ond growth, brushy pastures,
hedgerows, agricultural lands
and plantations.

Their song sounds like
“sweet-sweet-sweet, I'm so
sweet.”

Yellow warblers usually
build their nests in shrubs or
small trees, typically 3 to 10
feet above the ground. The
nest is often placed in dense
foliage, making it difficult for
predators to spot.

They commonly select
willows, alders or other
shrubs near water. The sur-
rounding leaves provide cam-
ouflage and protection from
harsh weather.

A typical yellow warbler
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clutch contains about three
to five pale greenish or bluish
white eggs with small brown
or gray speckles.

The female incubates
the eggs for roughly 11 to
12 days, rarely leaving the
nest except to feed. Once the
chicks hatch, both parents
help feed them.

Feeding mealworms

After seeing a pair of blue-
birds, I started putting out
mealworms on the picnic ta-
ble every day. I figured black
bears would not bother with
mealworms.

I was right and the birds
ate them up quickly. Yes, the
bluebirds came for the meal-
worms, but so did two cat-
birds and a male robin.

The other day the pair of
catbirds landed on the table as
I spread out the mealworms.
I’ve noticed them check the

Photo by John Kunhardt

Northern yellow warbler

table for mealworms before I
put them out.
Red-shouldered hawk
A woman in Montgom-
ery reported a red-shouldered
hawk in her yard. It’s one of
the most distinctively marked
common hawks with barred
reddish-peachy  underparts
and a strongly banded tail.
Wild turkey encounter
My daughter, Paula, was
walking her dog, JoJo on the
rail trail in Gilbertville along
the river. A hen turkey was
hidden on the side of the trail.
She states, “When JoJo and
I ran by, she flew up. One of
the babies panicked and start-
ed running after mom flew
off, which caused mom to
charge at us making a bunch

of noise.”

She states, “JoJo and I
sprinted a good 20 feet be-
fore she decided we weren’t
a threat anymore.”

She continues, “But this
was definitely the closes
encounter we’ve ever had.
JoJo now ranks turkeys in
the ‘scary’ category along
with Canada geese.”

Brimfield birds

A Brimfield resident
emailed, “A pair of yel-
low-bellied sapsuckers
spent a few days visiting a
native

dogwood tree in the yard

awhile back. And we have
seen a few warblers, a com-
mon yellowthroat checked me
out when I was working in the
garden yesterday. We have at
least two male hummingbirds
visiting the yard and feeders
and at least one female.”

He stated, “I saw a female
rose-breasted grosbeak col-
lecting nesting material so
I’'m going to look for a nest.
Several years ago I found a
grosbeak nest near our shed.”

Osprey

The Brimfield resident
stated in his email, “The Os-
prey nest in Warren looks

Please sece BACKYARD,
page 5

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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Town advises residents to

Planning for Quabbin Days underway

BELCHERTOWN - The
Friends of Quabbin are en-
couraging  municipalities,
historical societies, muse-
ums, libraries, conservation
organizations, arts groups,
farms,  businesses, and
community  organizations
throughout the Quabbin Re-
gion to begin planning for
Quabbin Days 2026 sched-
uled for Oct. 9 to 12 (www.
QuabbinDays.org).

Quabbin Days is a re-
gional initiative, coordinated
by the Friends, to encourage
residents and visitors to ex-
plore the twelve communi-
ties of the Quabbin Region
through a variety of local
events, programs, exhibits,
tours, performances, outdoor
activities, and community
gatherings.

“We know that many or-
ganizations begin planning
their fall schedules months
in advance,” said Ed Comeau
of the Friends of Quabbin.
“We want to give everyone
enough lead time to consider
how they would like to par-
ticipate and to explore op-
portunities to work together.”

The inaugural Quabbin
Days celebration in 2025
brought together organiza-
tions from across the region
and demonstrated the value
of a shared regional effort
through historical programs,
museum exhibits, art shows,
living-history ~ demonstra-
tions, and much more.

Participation can take
many forms. Organizations
may create new programs
specifically for Quabbin

Days
ing activities taking place
during the October holiday
weekend as part of the cel-
ebration. Event information
will be added to the Quabbin
Days website as plans are
finalized, and events can be
submitted for the calendar

initiative is
Trail, a self-guided route
connecting the twelve water-
shed communities. By link-
ing attractions, historic sites,
museums,
farms, and local businesses,
the trail encourages visitors
to explore the region while
supporting individual com-
munities and organizations.

or designate exist-

www.QuabbinDays.org/

contact.

A key component of the
the Quabbin

natural areas,
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stay cool during extreme heat

SOUTH HADLEY - As
summer approaches, now is
the time to prepare your home
and your family for extreme
heat. High temperatures can
quickly make indoor spaces
unsafe, especially during pow-
er outages, when systems for
cooling and cleaning indoor air
may stop working. Planning
ahead can help protect your
health and maintain good in-
door air quality.

Keep your home cool and
your air clean

Extreme heat can cause
dangerous  illnesses  such
as heat exhaustion and heat
stroke. Indoor temperatures
can rise rapidly, especially in
homes without air condition-
ing or during a power outage.

A few simple steps can make a

big difference:

If you do not have air
conditioning:

* Plan in advance where you
can go to stay cool during
extreme heat—public cool-
ing centers, libraries, malls,
or community centers may
provide relief.

e Use ventilation and shad-
ing to help moderate indoor
temperatures:

* Cover sun-exposed windows
with blinds, curtains, or
outdoor shading devices
(e.g., exterior awnings or
louvers) to keep indoor
temperatures down.

* When outdoor air is cooler
than indoor air, open win-
dows to cool the indoor air.

Otherwise, keep windows
closed to maintain cooler
indoor conditions.

If you have air conditioning:

e Make sure your unit
is cleaned and serviced be-
fore hot weather arrives.
Regular maintenance helps
your system work efficient-
ly when you need it most.

* Position fans to exhaust hot
air from rooms or draw
in cooler air. Do not use
an electric fan in a closed
room or for cooling when
the room temperature is
in the mid-90s or higher.
When it is that hot, electric
fans are just moving very
hot air across your skin,
which will not prevent
heat-related illness.

SECURITY from page 4

the $3,986, plus any COLA
since awarded.

And she will collect that
higher SS survivor benefit
for the remainder of her life
which, from what you’ve
shared, would likely be about
20+ years. Assuming her life
expectancy is at least aver-
age, that is how your wife
would get the most cumula-
tive Social Security benefits
over her lifetime.

As you have said, no one
can predict how long they
will live, but from the infor-
mation you’ve provided, I
expect that the above would
likely be your wife’s best So-
cial Security strategy. And,
for the record, I admire you
exploring your wife’s op-
tions in advance. I hope this
answers your question, but
rest assured we are always

here if you need any further
information.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

BACKYARD from page 4

like the chicks have hatched
based on the behavior of an
adult at the nest yesterday.
In the past it is usually mid
June before I see chicks in
the nest. When they are very
young osprey chicks mostly
lay down in the nest waiting
to be fed.”

He reported four great
blue heron nests at the pond
I visit in Warren where the
Ospreys nest.

Bird count

The Brimfield resident
also stated, “The Allen Bird
Club of Springfield does a
spring bird count each year in
mid May. We use the Christ-
mas Bird Count count circle,

I have covered Ludlow since
1989. I only managed 50 spe-
cies this year, partly because
my hearing isn’t what it use
to be.”

He stated, “I did man-
age to find a Tennessee and
Parula warbler, about a dozen
yellow-rumped warblers, two
common loons, one each sol-
itary and spotted sandpiper
and a black-billed cuckoo. I
hadn’t seen a cuckoo in a few
years.”

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

Zonta Club offering
fun golf day

BELCHERTOWN -
Join members of the Zonta
Club of Quaboag Valley on
Sept. 12 for a fun day on the
links at Cold Spring Coun-
try Club in Belchertown and
be a champion for women
and girls. The $120 regis-
tration includes golf, cart,
pastries/coffee, snacks, box
lunch, beverages, prizes and
more. If you aren’t a golfer,
you can donate a raffle prize
or sponsor a hole.

Registration starts at
7:30 a.m., with a shot-
gun starts at 8:30 a.m.

Registration  form  and
link are at www.Zon-
taQV.org/golf.  Questions

can be directed to Mary
Knight at 413-219-8260.
Your support directly funds
scholarships and grants that
empower women and girls
to overcome challenges and
achieve their full potential.
We’re working to end child
marriage, domestic vio-
lence, and human traffick-
ing, while also supporting
climate justice, education
equality, and women in de-
cision-making positions.

Read the Town Reminder online at: www.townreminder.turley.com
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nson Farms & Greenbouse
Our Farmstand Is NOW OPEN!

e CALL ABOUT PYO STRAWBERRIES & BLUEBERRIES!

7am-5pm ¢ Weather & Crops Permitting ¢ New Ludlow Road - Now Accepting Credit Cards!
Call Our Farmstand for up-to-date information 467-3794

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, Beets & Cucumbers

Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies,
Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products,
Variety of Local Maple Products and Honey, Caramel Corn Nuggets & Soup Mixes
Homemade Sourdough Bread, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces
Family Owned & Operated Mama Life Oils, Sir Barks-A-Lot Dog Treats & More!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm 413-467-3794 .
Sun. 8am-6pm www.dickinsonsfarm.com .

Most Major
Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Our Own
Fresh Corn
Is Goming!

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

Brought

w to You by...

Alefiabet S

THREE LolcaT1oNS
s AR R Al s Fon A

166 West State Street 57 Taylor Street, Granby 5 Ferry Street, South Hadley

(Rt. 202) Granby CALL TODAY’
W Bobbi 413-467-2596

@ www.alphabetsoupdaycare.com

July 22, 2022

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

Offering Infant to Preschool

Care & Summer Programs

$1200/week

207-607-9333

HANNOUSH
lEWELERS@ ,‘& 3\:2%
CHICOPEE : /

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

Prepa_lre
GOLD 1s At An All-Time High! for ickleball
________________ E ink’s $10,000

donation put
funding for the
new Pickleball
courts over the
top. Left to right:
Kim Prough of
the Friends of
Buttery Brook
Park and,Wayne
Ashworth and
Laura Buchanan
from E Ink.

10% Extra Cash

When Cashing In When You Use Your GOLD
Your GOLD Towards A New Purchase

25% Extra

'10% Off Jewelery Repairs 35

.~ Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY f:
#5% . www.hannoushma.com . - #

~
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Aldenville Legion scores
shutout over Monson

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER-- The final
American Legion baseball
game of the regular season
at historic Legion Field in
Palmer was a vintage pitch-
er’s duel.

Aldenville (Chicopee)

Post 337, who only had nine
players available for the road
game, snapped its four-game
losing

streak by edging

4

S I ;
£

Monson Post 241, 1-0, last
Wednesday night.

“We battled the entire
game,” said Matt Sutton,
who was the winning pitcher
for Aldenville. “I focused on
staying calm on the mound,
pitch to pitch, and this is a
huge win for us.”

Aldenville had a 2-4-1
record following the shutout
victory, while Monson fell to
2-4.

The two

squads were

scheduled to face each other
for the second time this sum-
mer at St. Joe’s Park in Thorn-
dike on Wednesday night.
Monson is also scheduled
to face Longmeadow Post
175 in another home game
at St. Joe’s Park on Thursday
night, and West Springfield
Post 207 at Veteran’s Field in
Monson on Monday night.
Last Wednesday’s contest
marked Sutton’s first career
victory as a member of the

Aldenville Post 337
baseball team.

Sutton, who was a
junior member of the
Chicopee Comp’s varsity
baseball team this past spring,
gave up only three base hits
while striking out eight in his
performance against
Monson. : '

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Matt Sutton delivers a pitch.

Please see
LEGION,
page 7
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Ryan Netkovick fields a grounder.

Michael Letellier makes a catch at first on a grounder.

Mutiny shut out by Vermont Green FC

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— Even though
the New England Mutiny had
already been eliminated from
the USL W playoffs, they
still had a chance to influence
the race for first place in the
Northeast Division entering
the regular-season finale.

Had the Mutiny pulled
off an upset victory against
Vermont Green FC, the Hud-
son Valley Crusaders would
have finished at the top of the
Northeast Division table.

However, it was Vermont
Green FC players and their
rowdy supporters doing all
the celebrating following a
3-0 shutout win over the Mu-
tiny at Lusitano Stadium last
Saturday night.

“We wanted to play
the spoiler role in today’s
match,” said New England
Mutiny midfielder Avery
Klingensmith, who’s from
Belchertown. “We were hop-
ing to make the playoffs in
our first season playing in this
league, but it’s always a lot of
fun trying to impact another
team’s season.”

Vermont Green FC cap-
tured the inaugural USL W
League Northeast title with a

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Brigid Moore winds up for a free kick.

6-0-4 overall record.

They’re scheduled to host
the Eastern Conference play-
offs this weekend

One of the Vermont
Green’s ties came at Lusitano
Stadium against the Mutiny
(1-1) on May 26.

Vermont Green squeaked
out a 2-1 home win in the
second meeting between the
two squads at the beginning
of June.

The Mutiny finished their
season with a 2-6-2 overall

=y

Addyson Earl tries to outrun an opponent.

record.

“We lost a couple of close
games this season,” Klin-
gensmith said. “We also had
a lot of new players, and it

Please see MUTINY, page 7

Avery
Klingensmith
is closely

pressured by
an opponent.

Playoffs hopes still alive after Pioneers shutout

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

made it all the way to the National Semifinals
in 2021. They’ve finished in second place
during the past four seasons.

Between 2010 and 2018, the Pioneers only
qualified for the USL PDL playoffs once.

AC Connecticut (1-10-0) had several scor-
ing chances during the first twenty five min-
utes of the opening half, but Pioneers goalie
Ben Alexander made the saves which kept the
match scoreless.

“Ben played very well in
tonight’s match,” Duben said.
“The defense also gave him a
lot of support back there.

Alexander returned to ac-

tion after missing a couple of
games due to an injury.

It was the Pioneers’ fourth 1-0
win of the regular season. They
also played a scoreless draw in a

road match against Black Rock FC
at the beginning of June.

The Pioneers, who have a 3-1-
1 home record, took advantage of
a mistake made by AC Connecticut
goalie Asger Hemmer-Hansen to

take a 1-0 late in the first half.

Alfred Baafi put a shot into the
back of the net giving the Pioneers a

Jaiden 1-0 lead at the end

LUDLOW—Had the Western Mass. Pio-
neers failed to secure a victory in last Friday
night’s match against AC Connecticut, their
playoff hopes would have vanished for the
first time since they entered ——
USL League Two in 2019. il

The Pioneers kept their
postseason dreams alive a
little bit longer thanks -
to a hard-earned 1-0
shutout win at Lu-
sitano Stadium.

“We didn’t get
the result that we
wanted in our last
match on Tuesday night,
and we had a tie here last
week,” said Pioneers assis-
tant coach Tomas Duben. “It
was very important for us to
get the three points and the win
in tonight’s game. We're still
battling for a postseason berth.”

Duben took over the head
coaching duties from longtime
Pioneers head coach Federico
Molinari, who spent last week-

end coaching a Western United Williams of the first half.
Pioneers U-16 girls’ team at a goes for the “The goalie at-
tournament in Virgina. throw-in. tempted to clear

Since 2024, Duben has a
3-0-1 record as the Pioneers
interim head coach.

“My playing career ended
a couple of years ago because
of a knee injury,” he said. “I
really enjoyed playing for
this soccer team. I'm very
grateful that Federico gave
me this coaching opportunity
and I’m still learning.”

The Pioneers improved
to 6-2-2 (20 points) follow-
ing the home shutout victo-
ry, solidifying their hold on
third place in the Northeast
Division. They trail first place
Vermont Green FC (10-0-1,
31 points) and second place
NEC (10-1-1, 30 points).
Only the top two teams in the
Northeast Division qualify
for the league playoffs.

Western Mass. finished at
the top of the Northeast table
in both 2019 and 2021. They

the ball, but I stole

Please see PIONEERS, page 7
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Matiwos Rumley goes to meet the ball.
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LEGION from page 6

The righthander issued four
walks and hit a pair of batters
in six innings. He threw a to-
tal of 102 pitches.

“I thought Matt pitched
a great game,” said Alden-
ville manager Nate Carillon.
“We’ve been mostly using
him as a relief pitcher so far
this season. He stepped up in
tonight’s game.”

Sutton, who earned a
save in Aldenville’s season
opening road victory against
Westfield Post 124, made his
second start of the Legion
season. His first start came
against Northamapton Post
28, which was a home loss a
couple of weeks ago.

Memphis Huertas, who’s
normally Aldenville’s start-

ing catcher, didn’t attend last
Wednesday’s game at Le-
gion Field. Noah Carillon,
who’s Nate’s younger broth-
er, strapped on the catcher’s
gear for just the second time
during his Legion career.

“Noah used to be a catcher
in little league. He also caught
a Legion game at North Ad-
ams last year, “Nate Carillon
said. “He played very well
back there.”

Noah Carillon made a div-
ing catch on a foul pop-up in
the first inning and threw out
a runner trying to steal third
base in the third inning.

“It was Noah’s first time
as a starting catcher and he
did a great job behind the
plate,” Sutton said. “I'm very
proud of him.”

Monson righthander

Brayden Mega,

TOWN Reminder

from Pathfinder Tech in 2025
and is currently a member of
the Monroe University base-
ball team, also pitched very
well. He went the distance
in his start against Alden-
ville, allowing a run on two
hits with four walks and nine
strikeouts.

“It was another outstand-
ing performance by Brayden,”
said Monson manager Steve
Tripp. “He only had two hits
and a couple of walks. We’ve
just been struggling offen-
sively. We had guys on base
in every inning and couldn’t
score a run.”

Aldenville  centerfielder
Justin Rivera led off the top
of the first inning with a line-
drive single to the gap in right
center. Rivera advanced to
second base following a field-
ing error. After the next two

Adam 0zga takes a swing.

struck out and grounded out,
Noah Carillon drew a walk
extending the inning.

Mega escaped the jam
with a pop-up caught by
shortstop Matt Santos, who
recently received the Karl Ol-
iveira Memorial Scholarship
Award.

Then Mega retired the
next ten Post 337 batters.

Meanwhile, Monson left
six runners on base, includ-
ing five in scoring position,
during the first five innings.

With two outs in the bot-
tom of the second, Monson
second baseman Grayson
Griswold, who singled to left
leading off the frame, was
tagged out by Carillon trying
to steal home.

Two innings later, Mon-
son first baseman Liam Mc-
Grath hit a leadoff single and

left fielder Josiel Ortiz was
safe at first base with two
outs following a throwing er-
ror. Ortiz stole second before
Sutton ended the threat with
a strikeout.

Aldenville leftfielder
Adam Ozga lined a single
into left field before being
thrown out trying to steal
second base by Monson
catcher Kyle Kaczuwka.

The visitors would then
break the scoreless deadlock
with a run in the following
frame without the benefit of
a base hit.

Rivera drew a one-out
walk before stealing both
second and third. Short-
stop Charlie Maxwell also
walked, putting runners
at the corners. Then Ryan
Netkovick, who was Al-
denville’s starting second
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baseman, hit a ground ball
to Santos. His throw to the
plate was dropped and Rive-
ra scored what turned out to
be the only run of the ball-
game.

Then Carillon was
walked intentionally, which
loaded the bases.

Mega managed to get out
of the jam with a strikeout
and a ground ball out.

Monson had an oppor-
tunity to tie the score in the
bottom half of the frame, but
they had a runner tagged out
by Sutton trying to score on
a passed ball.

Maxwell relieved Sut-
ton before the start of the
seventh inning. The righty
issued an one-out walk to
Dayne Shanley before retir-
ing the next two batters to
earn the save.

MUTINY from page 6

building year for us. We always tried
to do our best in every game.”

Kate Howarth and Megan Cun-
ningham made their first starts of the
season in last Saturday’s match.

“I played with both of them in the
past and it was a lot of fun having
them back on the field again today,”
Klingensmith said. “They’re a big
part of this organization.”

Howarth, who also played for
the Orlando Pride of the National
Women’s Soccer League, is the Mu-
tiny’s all-time leading goalscorer and
point-scorer.

Klingensmith is also one of the
Mutiny’s veteran players. She joined
the squad after graduating from
Belchertown High School in 2022.

“It has been a great journey play-
ing for this team,” said Klingensmith,
who graduated from American Uni-
versity in May. “I only live about 15
minutes away and this place is very
special to me. I’'m hoping to play for
this soccer team again next year.”

Klingensmith is planning to play
for a professional soccer team in
Greece beginning in August.

The other players from Western
Mass. listed on the Mutiny roster are
Mila Dillard (Chicopee), Hope San-
tiniello (Agawam), and Tennessee
Murphy (Monson). None of those
players played in the final match of
the regular season.

During the opening half of last
Saturday’s match, the Mutiny had
two free kicks, but both attempts
were saved by Vermont Green goalie
Olivia Shippee.

The visitors from Burlington took
a 1-0 lead during the 28th minute fol-
lowing a goal from Georgina Clark.

Emily Mara, who assisted on
Clark’s goal, booted the ball into the
net three minutes later.

The score remained 2-0 until
the 73rd minute when Lauren DeG-
root netted another goal for Vermont
Green.

CHIT-SPHI
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Trinity Clark collects a pass.

PIONEERS from page 6

it away from him,” said Baafi,
who scored his third goal of
the season. “Then I put a shot
into the wide open net, which
felt really good. We'’re still
hoping to make the playoffs”

Baafi, who’s from Techi-
man, Ghana, is a first-year
member of the Pioneers.

“The atmosphere at this
stadium is always outstand-
ing,” he said. “We get plen-
ty of support at our home
games.”

Baafi is also a member
of the men’s soccer team
at High Point University in
High Point, North Carolina.

Two years ago, Baafi was
a member of the Seacoast
United Phantoms, which cap-
tured the USL-League Two
National Championship title.

“It was an amazing feeling
after my team won the cham-
pionship game two years
ago,” said Baafi, who’s going
to be a senior in the fall. “I
just needed a change and de-
cided to play for the Pioneers
this year. I'm also hoping to
be drafted by a MLS team.”

The Pioneers had an op-
portunity to score another
goal at the start of the second
half.

Martin Echarren sent a
pass into the box to Juan
Galindrez, whose shot at-
tempt skipped wide of the
goal.

The Western Mass. squad
also had several more chanc-
es to score, but the score re-
mained 1-0.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to host Black Rock FC
at 7:30pm on Friday night.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
William Fauth watches his pass move away.

- -

Martin Echarren looks up the field.
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ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work.
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A

533-8867

ee 0000000000000

TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TEN
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

QUEEN SIZE SLEIGH BED, Amish
made, beautiful, no hardware $325.
LEATHER ADJUSTABLE CONCERT
PIANO BENCH, excellent, $65.
TEEK SHOWER STOOL,
beautiful, brand new in box, $85.
FUTON with quality mattress, $175.
413-256-1670

14dx8h,

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord;
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

==
inte GLASSIFIEDS!

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2****xxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

“Walker

Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry *
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential

July 3, 2026

Call us at 413.283.8393

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

MOTORCYCLES

1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery,
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2000
/ make offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200.
413-218-2321

removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman'’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
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LIVESTOCK

CHICKENS FOR SALE.
Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred.
All large brown New England type layers.
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

Town Administrator
Town of Russell, MA

The Town of Russell seeks a Town Ad-
ministrator with strong communication
and collaborative skills to oversee and
manage day-to-day operations for our
Town. Russell is a small rural community
(pop. 1643) in the Southern Hilltown’s of the
Pioneer Valley region in Hampden County.
Led by a three-member Select Board, and
Open Town Meeting form of government,
the Town relies on the Town Administrator
to be responsible for the oversight and
management of daily operations of the
Town.

Responsibilities include scheduling, de-
veloping and implementing town projects,
assisting with the preparation of budgets,
coordinating with various town boards and
committees, supervising and coordinating
overall operations of Town government
and managing day-to-day affairs under the
general direction of the Select Board. The
Town Administrator will support the Select
Board, ensure compliance with all appli-
cable laws and regulations, interface with
government agencies and the public and
manage municipal operations for the Town.
Attendance at certain evening meetings is
required.

Candidates should have knowledge and
competence in municipal finance and
budgeting, project management, human
resource/personnel administration, Mas-
sachusetts municipal law, and intergovern-
mental and community relations.

The successful candidate should possess
five (5) years of municipal management
and leadership experience, or similar re-
sponsibilities in a public or government
agency. A degree in public administration
or a related field is preferred. An equivalent
combination of education, training and ex-
perience which demonstrates possession
of the required knowledge, skills and abil-
ities may also be considered.

This is a full-time position with benefits.
Starting salary range of $70,000 — $85,000
commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience.

Submit resume and cover letter as a pdf
attachment to
nboersig@townofrussell.us
Applications must be
received by July 16, 2026.

The Town of Russell is an equal opportu-

nity employer.

FOR RENT

826 EAST STREET, LUDLOW. 2
BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, dinette, LR
Applications required. For more infor-
mation, please call 413-583-3097.

CONDO: 2 BEDROOM, 1.5 bath in Chi-
copee. Quiet, parking/2 cars. Total remodel.
$1600/month. ~ First/security. ~ 413-204-
9828

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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bounce houses, water slides
and onsite coordinated chil-
dren activities, such as can-
vas paintings, Ladybug Party
Rentals is what Miller de-
scribed as a “labor of love.”

“I love science,” Miller
said as she held up a bottle
of essential oils for emphasis.
“This is the closest thing that
I can get to sharing my mo-
lecular background.”

Miller reported vendor
fairs were a “vital” aspect
of their marketing as a small
business.  She mentioned
marketing and networking
were just as important to

ANVAS
A‘NT‘.“ ::s

growing a business than the
products and services offered,
as booth presence provided a
certain level of natural adver-
tising. As children painted in
the background with provid-
ed canvases and paint mate-
rials, she offered gratitude
for her growing community
support.

“I am so grateful for the
people that I get to meet in
our community,” Miller said.
“It’s so wonderful to work
with children and help them
express their creativity and
just give them an outlet to
come paint and have fun.”

Amanda Rodriguez,
founder of Playful & Pol-

TOWN Reminder

ished, described the event as
a “super community vibe.”
She started her own earring
making business back in Feb-
ruary, inspired by the lost of
her own earring. Rodriguez
expressed the best part of
running her own company
was the amount of validation
and appreciation received by
her customers.

“This is my third show
that I’'ve done and I enjoy
it,” Rodriguez said. “I like
meeting people. Ilove when
people just say ‘these are so
cute.” So, being validated in
that way and having people
appreciate what I've made is
really exciting.”

| & w R
11" MORE WORKOUT,LESS TIME
AR TORIMING |

-] AEOUCES CELLULITE
@ svess neoueTo
@ rorussns Srome

. paite RELIET

@ orrennee

Qﬁ

S0 TR
=88 ¢

Turley Publications is looking
for an outgoing, energetic
person interested in selling
advertising for our community
newspapers plus more! The
right candidate will assume an
established territory with

a portfolio of customers.

¥ ——

TOGETHER

Jamie Joslyn

Join Our Team!
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Turley Publications
Send resume & cover letter to:

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

' Jotimal Register

yme

Representative

DISTRIBUTED 1M
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HIRING:

Advertising

Offering a
competitive

commission structure,
401k, and health plan.

RULES from page 1

humans if the bylaws are en-
acted.

Those residents who cur-
rently have permits for chick-
ens are ‘“‘grandfathered” un-
der current bylaws.

Planning Director Anne
Capra, who devised the pro-
posed 255-25 bylaw draft,
said in previous hearings
that this provision was rec-
ommended by the Board
of Health in line with that
board’s responsibilities for
public health.

The same issue had arisen
at previous hearings. Capra
said she had asked the health
department to defend its 25-
foot setback rule, and send
a representative to the most
recent hearing. A Board of
Health member attended, but
Capra said she would prefer
that Director Sharon Hart
could best present the case
for the 25-foot setback rule.

She also said Hart could
also best defend the health
department’s advice to ban
roosters from all residential
and commercial zones to help
eliminate noise complaints.

The draft bylaw for ag-
ricultural uses in residential
zones also included the fol-
lowing provisions:

— The keeping of livestock
is banned in all residential
zones except horses and po-
nies for personal use on par-
cels larger than two acres.
The draft law sets limits on
setbacks, fencing and pro-
vides for health issues. Lot
size would limit horse and
pony numbers, but not foals.

» Legal

— Keeping personal pets
are allowed, but commercial
purposes for them are not.
Yard space for exercise is
required, but fences are not.
Ownership of wild and ex-
otic birds, fish, reptiles and
amphibians are governed by
state regulations.

— The keeping of any
livestock or pets is subject to
regulations and licensing re-
quirements.

— Greenhouses are al-
lowed in all residential zones,
but not for business purposes.
Lighting must not affect abut-
ting properties.

Land zoned for pure-
ly agricultural purposes are
exempt from local zoning
restrictions under “Right to
Farm” state law (Chapter
40A, Section 3).

At a June 8 board meet-
ing, Capra detailed a section
of the town bylaw pertaining
to commercial agricultural
uses that are not covered by
the state law.

They include:

— activities that charge
a fee for agricultural activi-
ties designed to market farm
products and bring the public
to a farm related business,
farm stand or store.

— commercial greenhous-
es with Site Plan Review.

— parking, building height,
setbacks, equipment and illu-
minations will be considered.

— special events, such as
U-pick fruits and vegetables
and U-cut Christmas trees,
petting  zoos, temporary
farmers’ markets, hayrides,
demonstrations and tours are
protected.

The draft also includes a

Notices
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section that allows outdoor
recreation facilities in an ag-
ricultural district with a Spe-
cial Permit.

Capra used as an example
a mini-golf course at Mc-
Cray’s Farm on Alvord Street
as the only such enterprise in
town. The town Recreation
Committee was not interest-
ed in taking on the subject of
outdoor recreational facili-
ties, so it would remain in the
zoning bylaws, she said.

Farm stands are exempt
from local laws under state
law. However, limitations on
location, size, merchandise,
setbacks, parking, hours, and
lighting would remain in the
local law.

A public hearing on the
proposed revisions is sched-
uled for Sept. 14. It would
then be brought to a Town
Meeting vote in November.

In other matters, the board
accepted the resignation of
Planning Board member Rob
Watchilla, who said he has
accepted a new job as Plan-
ning Director for the town of
Wellesley and will be relo-
cating to that area. A replace-
ment will be named by the
Selectboard to temporarily
fill the position until the an-
nual Town Election next May.

Also, Anthony’s Dance
Club on New Ludlow Road
was granted a one-year per-
mit extension of its Special
Permit to operate. The club’s
permit was renewed in June
2025 and was allowed one-
year extensions if a number
of issues brought to the board
have been successfully ad-
dressed.

Town of Granby
Massachusetts
Conservation Commission
he Granby Conservation

Commission will hold Public
Hearings pursuant to the Wet-
land Protection Act (MGL Chap-
ter 131, Section 40) on Tuesday,
July 14, 2026 to be held at 1
Library Lane-Old Carnegie Li-
brary-Top Floor to consider the

following:
1. 7:30 PM-NOI-filed by Jill
Phoenix, applicant, Marlene

Morin, Owner, for a proposed
construction of a single-fami-
ly dwelling partially within the
100’ buffer to a bordering vege-
tated wetland including an onsite
septic system, well, driveway

and associated grading (Closet
work proposed 3’ from BVW) at
294-2 Amherst Street and known
as map 10C-9 in the Town of
Granby.

2. 7:30 PM-NOI-filed by
Dan’s Construction Services to
see whether the work depicted
on plan(s) referenced is subject
to the Wetlands Protection Act
with regards to School Street and
know as Lot 13.11 in the Town
of Granby.

Members of the public can
attend virtually by phone at +1
(312) 757-3121 using Access
Code: 282-289-421or by visit-
ing https://global.gotomeeting.
com/join/282289421.

Anyone wishing information

and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and
place designated. The complete
materials (including text and
maps) relative to the “NOI” and
RDA are available for inspection
during regular business hours at
the Selectmen’s Office located in
the Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State
Street. Additionally, copies of
the application may be inspected
on the Conservation Commis-
sion’s web page at www.gran-

by-ma.gov.
William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation
Commission

07/03/2026

CLUES ACROSS

36. Drivers’ licenses

1.__ chat

5. Statue near the
Pyramids

11. A process to
change the look

14. Herb

15. Think about
excessively

18. Bass vocal part

19. Supreme Allied
Cmdr. of NATO

21. A major division of
geological time

24. Cognitive contents

28. Lump of yarn

29. Atomic #109

30. Let go of

32. Indian title of
respect

33. Whereabouts
unknown

35. Electronic data
processing

23. New Zealand parrot

count

39. Snakelike fishes

41. They precede C

42. Popular personal
computers

44, Intermediate
community stage
in ecological
succession

46. Wings

47. Indicates position

49. Pleasantly smooth
or soft

52. Jeweled headdress

56. In slow tempo
58. _ Falls

60. Reassertions
62. Eras

63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN
1. Corporate executive
2. A plant used for
flavoring food

3. Opinion or belief

4. Sheep in their
second year

5. Intensities of sound

6. Indicates support
for

7. Expression of
laughter

8. 0J trial judge

9. Pointed ends of
pens

10. True bugs genus

12. Lawyers argue
theirs

13. Body parts

16. Closes tightly

17. World Heritage site
in Nigeria

20. Islamic calendar
month

22. Commercial

25. “Westworld” actor
Harris

26. They __

27. Religious guilds

29. Woman (French)

31. Parts per billion
(abbr.)

34. Brew

36. Spiritual leader

37. Indigo bush

38. Burn with a hot
liquid

40. Older citizen

43. Scad fish genus

45. Morning

48. Line passing
through the center
(abbr.)

50. Double S-shaped
curve

51. Small, thin person

53. Older

54. Mars crater

55. Humanities

57. Word element
meaning ear

58. To the __degree

59. Residue

61. It cools your home
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Granby Lions sponsoring
upcoming Boston bus trip

GRANBY - The Granby
Lions Club will be sponsoring
a bus trip to Boston on Tues-
day, July 14, 2026. The char-
tered bus will be leaving the
East Meadow School Parking
Lot at 8 a.m. and dropping us
off in the Seaport District at
approximately 10 a.m.

Come help us celebrate the
250th anniversary of the Unit-
ed States at SailBoston 2026,
an international —maritime
event that brings tall ships and

naval vessels from around the
world to Boston Harbor. You
will be on your own to visit
the ships and the bus will de-
part Boston at 4 p.m.

The cost per person is
$75.  Please make your
checks payable to the Gran-
by Lions Club, and mail to
Granby Lions Club, c/o Jim
Pietras, 280 East State St,
Granby, MA. 01033. Ques-
tions — email Jim at jpietras @
comcast.net

TOWN Reminder

BOARD from page 1

Dan Hall, had already or-
dered changes. Reading from
the agency’s directive, Board
Chair William Shaheen said
Red Fire Farm must “retain a
qualified pest control consul-
tant to inspect the facility and
take those steps that are nec-
essary to ensure the success-
ful management of vectors.”

Board members ques-
tioned how any rodent-con-
trol program might affect
both finished compost and
groundwater.

Member Lee Lelonde
warned that if rodenticide is
used, “that chemical is going
to be directly introduced into
the compost that is going to
preclude any type of organ-
ic compost being used from
that product going forward.”
He added that leaching could
“end up poisoning the nearby
streams and kill the fish.”

Animal Control Offi-
cer Kim Bernier-Goldsmith
suggested some farms avoid
chemicals by using trained
dogs. “A lot of farms will
hire people that have dogs to
come in and kill the rats... so

COURTS from page 1

the funds required to cre-
ate the four new courts and
spoke on the overwhelm-
ing support she received
from this completed proj-
ect.

“The total cost to build
all eight courts over the
past five years was over
$300,000,” Prough said.
“Less than $20,000 came
from the town. The ma-
jority of the project was
funded by donations and
by fundraisers held by
pickleball volunteers. Not
only do we have a wonder-
ful community of players,
we have a very generous
community as well.”

A potluck dinner was
served following the rib-
bon cutting. Live music
was performed by band TJ
and the Peepers.

Turley photo by Ben Hernandez

Eager residents return a serve on the courts prior to the opening ceremonies.

Photo Credit to Friends of Buttery Brook Park

Former High School Physical Education teacher and pickleball trailblazer Ron Bullough cuts the ceremonial ribbon to
commemorate the opening of the new courts.
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it’s no chemicals on the prop-
erty,” she said.

The board also probed
whether a commercial com-
posting business taking resi-
dential scrap buckets, includ-
ing meat, dairy and fish, is a
“normal agricultural opera-
tion” protected under state
law or a distinct commercial
use that can be regulated as a
potential public nuisance.

Shaheen said the town
may need new rules, even if
they prove unpopular. “We’re
here to serve the public and
the public good, and we’re
kind of commanded by our
position to do this, which we
don’t like to do,” he said.

He said he would consult
town counsel, Brian O’ Toole,
about drafting possible set-
back regulations for com-
mercial food-waste compost-
ing and likely hold a public
hearing involving Red Fire
Farm, Banana Compost and
neighbors.

Building Commissioner
Tom Quinlan added that, in a
separate conversation, a Red
Fire representative indicated
the relationship with Banana
Compost may be ending. He
said the farm “were going to
ask them to leave the prop-
erty, not do it anymore,” and
promised to “reach out to her
and, and see... if that’s actu-
ally going to be the case.”

Red Fire Farm’s partially
finished market building on
Taylor Street also returned
to the agenda. The farm has
been operating an outdoor
stand since a prior building
burned and asked if cus-
tomers could begin using
the new structure before full
build-out.

Quinlan said the building
code and plumbing require-
ments mean the public can-
not yet be allowed inside.
He told the board the farm
should “have it on the outside
under the porch, pull a tent
permit, have a tent, kind of
like they’ve been running for
years... since they’ve lost the
building.”

The Board of Health
agreed to maintain an out-
side-only restriction until
toilets, septic and other code
items are resolved.

On West State Street,
the owners of the Chateau
Harmony Food Shed, Mar-
ilyn and Jamie Iannaccone,
confronted a different kind
of regulatory barrier. After a
site visit, the board, Quinlan
and the fire department con-

July 3, 2026

cluded their stationary food
stand must meet full restau-
rant-level standards if it is to
serve prepared food.

Jamie [annaccone told the
board, “The Board of Health,
Tom Quinlan and the plumb-
ing inspector have made it
outrageously difficult, if not
impossible, to comply with
all of the regulations that...I
can’t even begin to add up
how much it would cost us.”

The central issue was
how to dispose of wastewa-
ter. Jamie Iannaccone pro-
posed catching sink water in
containers and carrying it by
hand into the Chateau build-
ing to dump in a toilet.

Shaheen rejected that out-
right. ““You would propose to
collect the wastewater from
under the sink, hand carry it
across the parking lot into the
Chateau... That’s unaccept-
able. You cannot deal with
wastewater that way in this
day and age, in the year 2026
unfortunately,” he said.

Officials said the stand
would need, at minimum,
an under-sink grease trap,
an exterior concrete grease
trap and a piped connection
to the property’s septic tank,
plus a sink large enough for
the largest pot and a separate
slop sink.

Lelonde emphasized that
these are state requirements,
not local preferences. “State
of Massachusetts has several
minimal codes, which have
to be abided by... there’s no
room for the town of Granby
or any other town to circum-
vent state minimum codes,”’
he said.

Marilyn Iannaccone said
the couple did not anticipate
such extensive upgrades be-
cause the unit had already
operated elsewhere. “When
we purchased this unit exact-
ly as it was, it was operating
outside in another town in
Massachusetts, fully permit-
ted, so we never considered
that there would be anything
more necessary,” she told the
board.

Shaheen urged them to
consult Health Inspector
Lynn Diniz about lower-im-
pact options such as cold
drinks and packaged snacks,
that might fit the existing set-
up, and to use the 2013 Food
Code as their “guidebook go-
ing forward.”

Both Red Fire Farm and
Chateau Harmony left the
meeting without final approv-
als but with clearer direction.
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