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Congratulations to the J.S.L. 12U Division Champions. This championship team includes Gavin Marion, Gavin Callery, Reid Papineau, Ivan Dusza, Luke Boone, Thomas Curran, Quinn Dufault, Isaac 
Shewmaker, Cam Damours, London Shepard, Sam Lacasse, and Bradley Krupski. Congratulations to all the players on an outstanding season and a well-earned championship.

12U team captures JSL title12U team captures JSL title

By Walter Hamilton
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – A 
proposed  new “overlay” zon-
ing district that would allow 
smaller houses on smaller lots 
on a curving, narrow section 
of East Street, was blasted 
at a July 13 Planning Board 
“listening session” by cur-
rent neighborhood residents 
as “horrible,” “terrible” and 
prone to traffic nightmares.

The proposal by local 
builder Dan Luis to create a 
“Multigenerational Housing 
Overlay Zoning District” by-
law that would, if approved by 
Town Meeting, allow the con-
struction of 70 two-bedroom 
homes in the 800-square foot 
size range.

The latest  draft would al-
low a maximum of four hous-
es per acre, or roughly 10,000 
square feet each, down from 
six houses per 10,000 square 
feet, or 7,000 square feet 

each. The total number of 
homes had originally been set 
at 78.

The project would occu-
py a 17–18-acre site near the 
dead-end portion of the road 
that abuts a town conservation 
area and existing housing.

Luis said the plan, first 
presented on May 29, has 
been modified to allow some 
2-family homes (duplexes), to 
modify open space consider-
ations and to add sidewalks 
on both sides of the streets. 
No more than 50 percent of 
the homes would be duplexes.

The proposed district 
closely reflects a statewide 
ballot question that voters in 
the November general elec-
tion will be asked to approve. 
The measure, dubbed “Le-
galize Starter Homes,” drew 
enough signatures from reg-
istered Massachusetts voters 
in a  process authorized by the 
state Constitution.

That law, if approved by a 

majority of voters, would al-
low single-family homes to be 
built in a residentially zoned 
area, as long as the land on 
which it is to be constructed is 
at least 5,000 square feet, has 
at least 50 feet of land border-
ing the street, road, or public 
way that it faces, and has ac-
cess to public sewer and water 
services. 

According to the ballot 
measure, cities and towns 
would be allowed to reason-
ably regulate certain aspects 
of those single-family homes, 
including their height, dis-
tance from neighboring build-
ings, open space, parking re-
quirements, and whether they 
can be rented out on a short-
term basis.”

At the most recent lis-
tening session, several East 
Street residents said they are 
forced to drive off the existing 
narrow pavement when ap-

Neighbors against 
proposed overlay zone By Melina Bourdeau

Correspondent

GRANBY – Selectboard 
members appointed a new 
town accountant and Council 
on Aging Director, endorsed 
a state financial review and 
advanced a long-running dis-
pute over the Winehouse’s 
permits during its July 19 
meeting in Town Hall.

The board voted to bring 
back a longtime financial 
hand as part-time town ac-
countant, hire an experienced 
Council on Aging leader 
from Hadley, invite the state 
Department of Revenue to 
scrutinize Granby’s books 
and send unresolved Wine-
house permitting questions 
to the Planning Board for site 
plan review.

Martin appointed part-
time town accountant
Town Administrator Ron 

Aponte recommended for-
mer administrator Christo-
pher Martin as Granby’s next 
town accountant, saying Mar-
tin’s deep familiarity with the 
town’s finances made him an 
obvious choice.

Granby taps new financial, senior 
leaders, weighs state review

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – The Granby 
Select Board gathered to hear 
complaints and allegations 
against the local wine house.     

“If you recall, approxi-
mately two to three meetings 
ago, the board was presented 

with a packet of concerns 
and complaints regarding the 
wine house,” Town Adminis-
trator Ron Aponte said.  “At 
the direction of the Select 
Board, I reached out to At-
torney Costa, who was obvi-
ously very familiar with this 
particular case and issue, and 
had him review the packet.”

Attorney Costa is a spe-
cial municipal counsel for 
the town in regards to regula-
tory and zoning issues with-
in Granby.   He served as a 
consultant regarding allega-
tions lodged against the wine 
house, one outstanding alle-

Wine house issue continues 
to be litigated by town boards

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – DinoFest is 
back. The beloved one-day 
festival will be taking place 
on Church of Christ Con-
gregational land on Sept. 
12 between 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m.  Festivities taking place 
across the one acre campus 
will include craft vendors, 
food trucks, live music and 
a myriad of fan favorite con-
tests. Proceeds will benefit 
the local church.

DinoFest is being run 
this year in memory of Joey 
A. Barnoski, the man who 
coined the festival’s name 

and son of event organizer 
and DinoFest Grand Pohbah 
Dennis Doucette.  A festival 
enthusiast, Joey suggested 
the name due to Granby’s fa-
mous ties to the prolific dino-
saur fossils found throughout 
the area.    

“DinoFest is an arts, 
crafts and music festival,” 
said Doucette. “It’s an old-
school kind of festival.  We 
have a pie eating contest, a 
pie baking contest, a what 
we call a ‘dino dance’ where 
the kids dress up in dinosaur 
costumes and they dance to a 
couple of tunes.”

DinoFest roars 
back to life

Submitted photos
Beloved festival mascot Zippy poses with festival attendees.

This year’s festivities are in memory of Joey A. Barnoski, 
the son of event organizer Dennis Doucette.

Please see DINOFEST,  
page 5

Please see ZONE, page 7

Please see REVIEW, page 10

Please see WINE, page 7
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USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS ............ $219

lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/30-8/5/267/30-8/5/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 CT1 LB. BAG  ............................  

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

SNOW CRAB 
CLUSTERS .......................................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$250

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BAKED IN-STORE

DOUBLE CHOCOLATE
CHIP COOKIES DOZEN .....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB. BAG ...........
$222

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 

WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA .............

lb

lb
$335

$399

$195

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK BUTTS ......................... $199

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$478
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

77¢
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PROK BUTT STRIPS .....................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
BOURBON BBQ MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ........................

$199

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK .............

$999

ea
USDA INSP. 

FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. 

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................$449
lb

lb
$797

BEEF SIRLOIN 
  SPOON ROAST 
    or STEAK

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

 

$888
ea

$1299
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Submitted photo
On Saturday, July 18, South Hadley Public Library Jigsaw Puzzle Race winners are: 
Hannah Bevis, Laura Lyman. Jen Markey, and Revecca White, with assistant Nolan. The 
winning time was in 1:23:33. 

Library shares jigsaw puzzle winners

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Due to a recent resignation 
on the Board of Assessors, 
the elected body has a va-
cancy which needs filling. 

The Town of South Had-
ley is proceeding to address 
that vacancy immediately. 
This process is consistent 
and within MGL Chapter 
41, Subsections 10, 11 and 
other applicable policies or 
regulations.

All parties interested in 
applying for the position are 
asked to submit a letter of 
interest to Executive Assis-
tant to Administration Kris-
tin Maher via email at kma-
her@southhadleyma.gov or 

through the mail to: Select-
board Office, 116 Main St., 
South Hadley, MA, 01075. 
Applicants may submit a re-
sume but it is not required.

Letters of interest and 
any additional documents 
must be received by 4:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
20. Once received by Se-
lectboard administration, 
a complete packet for each 
candidate’s submission will 
be made publicly available.

The chairs of the Board 
of Assessors and Select-
board will decide on a suit-
able date to have a joint 
meeting of remaining Board 
of Assessors members and 

members of the Select-
board to conduct interviews. 
Board members will make 
an appointment at the public 
meeting scheduled for the 
interviews or a subsequent 
public joint meeting. 

Applicants will not be 
required to be interviewed 
if they choose not to be, but 
still may be considered. The 
joint committee, by way of 
nomination and subsequent 
vote to appoint, will fill the 
vacancy on the South Had-
ley Board of Assessors for 
a term from the date of ap-
pointment to the next annual 
town election, scheduled for 
April 2027. 

Opening for seat on 
Board of Assessors

SOUTH HADLEY – Op-
eration Backpack gives every 
child a new backpack filled 
with supplies for the grade 
they are going into.  No child 
should have to go to school 
feeling uncomfortable or em-
barrassed on not being pre-
pared for class.

The program is in need 
of Backpacks for all grades, 
Pre-K thru 12th.  Boys and 
girls. Rulers, colored pencils, 
crayons, yellow markers, 
scissors, pencils, pencil sharp-
eners, pens, erasers, post-it 
notes, index cards, colored 

markers, subject dividers, 1.5 
ring binders, lined paper (not 
college ruled) calculators, zip-
pered pen and pencil holders, 
usb zip drives, 1,2,3, subject 
note books, black composi-
tion books, portfolio folders 
with pocket-colored ones 
(blue,green,yellow,red)

You can find drop off box-
es at several locations around 
South Hadley.  Beacon Bank 
74 Lamb St., St Pat’s Church 
30 Main St., SH, Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors 30 Carew 
St, S.H. or Newton Dental 
488 Newton St. S.H. Checks 

can be made out to Operation 
Backpack and sent to Shei-
la Adams, 36 Chestnut Hill 
Road, South Hadley 01075.

Remember, investing in 
our students now will lead to 
a better future for all of us.  

If you are in need of a 
backpack and/or supplies for 
your children please contact 
me at shoperationbackpack@
yahoo.com or call me at 
5365316.

Thanks to those who do-
nated last year. 213 backpacks 
were filled with last year’s 
drive.

Operation Backpack is 
kicking off its 2026 Mission

SOUTH HADLEY – Vote early by 
mail in all 2026 elections. No excuse 
is required. Applications will be mailed 
45 days before each statewide election. 
Sign it and mail it back. Choosing “all 

elections” covers you for all of 2026. 
Primaries: Choose your party ballot if 
unenrolled. The deadline for the state 
primary/special town election is Aug. 25 
at 5 p.m.

Mail voting postcards available

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

One of the largest 
heat-related safety threats of 
the summer is hot cars.

In 2025 there were 31 
children who died nation-
wide due to being left in a 
car during the summer heat. 
So far in 2026, there have al-
ready been 12. 

It is crucial to maintain 
awareness of how quickly 
a car’s internal temperature 
can rise in the heat. 

“It could reach up to 120 
degrees and north of that 
within five to ten minutes of 
sitting in the sun,” Agawam’s 
Deputy Fire Chief Frank 
Matuszczak said. 

Due to these dangerous 
temperatures, if a person 
sees a child or an animal 
within a car in the heat and 
they are unsure if the car is 
running or not, they need to 
call 911 immediately. 

“It is a true emergency at 
that point,” Matuszczak said.

Children’s internal body 
temperatures rise faster than 
adults, making it even more 
dangerous for them to be left 
in a hot car. 

Heatstroke begins when 
a person’s internal body 

temperature reaches 104 de-
grees. Death occurs at a body 
temperature of 107 or higher. 

With car temperatures 
reaching over 120 degrees, 
these dangerous internal 
temperatures can happen 
quickly. 

Matuszczak advises peo-
ple to never leave children 
or pets in the car in the heat, 
even if they think it will be 
a quick trip. Sometimes even 
a five minute trip can result 
in heat related injury or even 
death. 

When getting out of the 
car, always do a sweep to en-
sure no one is left in the back 
seat. Over 50% of pediatric 
vehicular heatstroke deaths 
are the result of a parent or 
caregiver forgetting the child 
in the car. 

The National Highway 
Safety Administration rec-
ommends leaving an import-
ant item in the backseat with 
a child to serve as a reminder 
to look in the back. 

It is also important to 
teach children that cars and 
vehicles are not play areas 
and to leave car keys out of 
their reach. 

This will help prevent 
children from accidentally 
locking themselves in a ve-

hicle when their caregiver is 
not paying attention. 

Many modern cars are 
made to be more air tight to 
help retain air conditioning 
or heating in all weathers. 
While this has a benefit, it 
also means they hold heat in 
the summer for longer than 
many older models. 

“If you are going some-
where, you should leave 
[your kid] at home, if you 
can, or take the child with 
you,” Matuszczak said. 

With the hot tempera-
tures cars can reach, it is also 
important to be conscien-
tious as a person gets into a 
hot car. 

Many modern cars have 
ways of lowering the win-
dows using a key fob, which 
Matuszczak recommends 
using to help lower internal 
temperatures before getting 
inside the car. 

This is especially import-
ant as metal surfaces, such 
as seatbelts, can reach tem-
peratures over 180 degrees, 
which can result in burns. 

If a person’s car does not 
have the ability to lower the 
windows using the key fob, it 
will be best for them to open 
the car doors for a few min-
utes before getting inside. 

Hot car safety: Making sure 
nothing is left behind

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call today for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

SOUTH HADLEY – Al-
lison Fleury, a 2026 graduate 
of South Hadley High School, 
has been awarded a $3,000 
William J. Wagner Memorial 
Scholarship from the Chicop-
ee Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation, an affiliate with 
Westfield Bank. Fleury is 
one of 12 highly deserving 
scholarship recipients from 
12 local high schools invited 
to participate in the Founda-
tion’s 20th annual scholarship 
program.

Fleury has distinguished 
herself through academic ex-
cellence, leadership, athletics, 
and service. Ranked third in 
her class, she maintained an 
exceptional academic record 
while completing a rigor-
ous course load of Advanced 
Placement and honors cours-
es in STEM disciplines. Her 
achievements include receiv-
ing the Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute Medal for excel-
lence in math and science, as 
well as multiple Certificates 
of Excellence recognizing her 
dedication, work ethic, and 
intellectual curiosity. Beyond 
the classroom, Fleury served 
as President of the National 
Honor Society and held key 
roles as a Class Officer, help-
ing organize fundraisers and 
school events to strengthen 
her school community. As 
a District Advocate, she led 
student listening sessions and 
collaborated with administra-
tors to improve the student 
experience across the district. 
She was also active in Stu-
dent Council, Service Club, 
and Best Buddies, where 
she promoted inclusion and 
community engagement. In 
athletics, Fleury was a four-
year varsity soccer player 
and two-year team captain, 
earning All-Western Massa-
chusetts and All-State honors, 

and also contributed to varsi-
ty track and field.

Giving back to others 
has been central to Fleury’s 
high school experience. She 
dedicated herself to tutor-
ing middle and high school 
students in STEM subjects, 
founded a community-based 
tutoring initiative, and vol-
unteered as a youth soccer 
coach and mentor. She also 
supported outreach efforts 
through school programs and 
her church, including helping 
prepare meals for individuals 
in need, reflecting both com-
passion and initiative. This 
fall, Fleury will attend Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute to 
study biomedical engineer-
ing. Inspired by her hands-
on internship experience in 
the life sciences engineering 
field, she plans to pursue a 
career developing innovative 
medical devices and treat-
ments that improve health-

care outcomes, with aspira-
tions to further expand her 
expertise through advanced 
study and leadership in the 
industry. One of her referenc-
es noted that Fleury “embod-
ies the qualities of ambition, 
resilience, and leadership and 
relentlessly pursues excel-
lence in everything she does.” 
Her achievements reflect both 
talent and a sincere commit-
ment to serving others.

The Chicopee Savings 
Bank Charitable Foundation 
was established in 2006 as a 
private 501(c)(3) foundation, 
through a gift of stock from 
Chicopee Bancorp, Inc., val-
ued then at $5.5 million, upon 
the successful conversion of 
Legacy Chicopee Savings 
Bank to a publicly traded 
company. Now, in its twenti-
eth year, the Foundation has 
donated in excess of $7.1 mil-
lion back into our local com-
munities. The Foundation 

grants funding to qualified 
501(c)(3) organizations serv-
ing the communities of Chi-
copee, Ludlow, South Hadley, 
Ware, West Springfield and 
their immediate surrounding 
communities.

In 2022, the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors proudly 
renamed its scholarship to the 
William J. Wagner Memori-
al Scholarship in recognition 
of the Foundation’s found-
ing President, who served in 
that capacity until his pass-
ing in 2021. Mr. Wagner was 
a community servant, who 
was notably passionate about 
helping youth succeed and 
lived by the old adage that, 
“What you do has far great-
er impact than what you say.” 
Through and since Mr. Wag-
ner’s leadership, the Founda-
tion has proudly awarded 172 
academic scholarships total-
ing $514,000 to eligible high 
school graduates.

Submitted photo
Allison Fleury has been awarded a scholarship from the Chicopee Savings Bank Foundation.

Fleury awarded scholarship from 
Chicopee Savings Bank Foundation

SOUTH HADLEY – A 
Study Group, consisting of 
South Hadley residents, for-
mer and current personnel, 
and governance leaders from 
Fire and Water Districts 1 
and 2 has been meeting over 
the past two months. The 
group has reviewed previ-
ous merger study reports, 
conducted a SWOT Analy-
sis (Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, and Threats) 
based on current operations 
and a potential merger, and 
is embarking on developing a 
business plan “mock-up” of 
what a South Hadley merger 
might look like. 

In addition, the group is 
seeking best practices devel-
oped by other Massachusetts 

municipalities that have con-
ducted mergers.

The South Hadley Fire 
and Water Study Group was 
organized in response to cur-
rent town budgetary chal-
lenges and a town-wide 2024 
non-binding referendum that 
favored exploring a merger. 
Meetings are open to the pub-
lic. Upcoming meetings will 
be held Aug. 5 at 6 p.m. at the 
South Hadley Senior Center 
and Aug. 26 at 6 p.m. at the 
South Hadley Public Li-
brary. The Study Group will 
continue to provide ongoing 
updates of their work.  For 
more information, contact 
Study Group Chair, Christine 
Phillips, caphill33@gmail.
com, 413-531-1063.

Fire and Water study 
group offers update

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Join town and school of-
ficials for an important 
community meeting. Learn 
more about town finances 
and operations on Saturday, 
Aug. 1 at 9:30 a.m. at the 
South Hadley Senior Cen-
ter. Share your ideas and 
concerns. The discussion 

is moderated by TA Lisa 
Wong and School Superin-
tendent Jennifer Voyik.

Can’t make it in person? 
Join on Zoom: tinyurl.com/
SHCommunity1

Send comments and 
questions to Selectboard@
southhadleyma.gov or call 
538-5030 ext 6181.

Town administrator, school 
superintendent holding 
community meeting

SOUTH HADLEY – The South Hadley Cultur-
al Council wants to hear from residents. The council 
seeks input to develop community priorities. Your re-
sponse will influence guideline for grants for future lo-
cal cultural programs. To take the survey, go to https://
tinyurl.com/shcc-survey.

Please fill out survey 
for Cultural Council
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It’s been a fun week in 
the garden! I love it 
when the harvest 

starts to roll in.  
This week I 

picked broccoli, 
kale, green beans 
and zucchini. I also 
replanted a few crops 
in hopes of a second 
harvest prior to the first 
frost.  

Read on to hear about my 
adventures.

You may remember my 
column from a few weeks 
back, where I was having a 
hard time getting “into it” this 
year. I guess like building any 
relationship, the more time 
you spend, the more time you 
may want to spend as things 
start to progress and go well.  

Anyway, I am happy with 
my garden again and it feels 
good to spend time out there. 
Back to the harvest.

I enjoy harvesting brocco-
li. It’s always fun to see just 
how big you can get the heads 
to grow before they want to 
flower.  

The first one I cut was 
maybe six inches in diameter. 
Not bad, but the second one 
was closer to nine inches. 

More heads will be ready 
in the coming weeks.  After 
that I will be harvesting side 
shoots.  

This year, cabbage moths 
were kept at bay by using a 
tightly woven bug netting 
draped over the plants and 
supported by wire hoops and 
secured at the base by old 
wooden planks or stones. So 
far so good; no worms of any 
kind in the water left over af-
ter steaming.

Kale is broccoli’s cous-
in and is subject to the same 

pests. Because of that I also 
grow it under the netting.  

I’ve been harvesting the 
kale for well over a month and 
we already have several bags 
of it in the freezer. I am start-
ing to rethink my use of plas-
tic baggies, but for now the 
leaves are washed, patted dry 
then ripped into pieces and 
stuffed into baggies pushing 
out as much air as possible. 
When my husband makes his 
vegetable juices and stews, all 
he does is empty the contents 
into his creation.  

I noticed that the older 
leaves of the kale were start-
ing to have a yellow cast, so 
I got out the organic granular 
fertilizer and gave the plants a 
sprinkle and a good watering. 
Hopefully that will reinvig-
orate the plants for picking 
well into the fall.

My bush bean seeds got 
planted late; well after Me-
morial Day. The harvest is 
just starting. I will be sure to 
pick often to keep the plants 
producing.  

I have been saving my 
own bean seeds for a few 
years now. It’s easy, just har-
vest the dry pods of “the ones 
that got away.” Make sure 
they are crispy dry. 

Break open the seed pods 
and store the seeds with a 
packet of desiccant (usually 

in a bottle of vitamins or with 
leather shoes) in a jar. If you 

are growing open pol-
linated or heirloom, 
non-hybrid varieties 
you will reliably 
get the same variety 
back again.  They 

don’t cross pollinate 
with neighbor beans.  

This week I was hap-
py to harvest four zucchinis 

with more coming. It’s funny 
that already I see  freebies at 
the end of driveways on my 
commute. I truly hope I have 
an abundance.  

To avoid “boat-sized” 
squash, pick them small, say 
six to eight inches long. The 
seed cavity won’t be too big 
that way and you will encour-
age the plant to keep produc-
ing.  

No doubt the vine borer 
will do in my early sowing 
soon enough, but never fear, 
I have sown additional seeds 
under cover to hopefully 
have a later harvest once this 
one expires. I try and keep 
them covered until the plants 
bloom, at which time the cov-
er needs to be removed so that 
the flowers can be pollinated 
and fruit can form.

I hope you are enjoying 
the start of the harvest season 
as much as I am. 

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty:  
I’m 70 now and took my 

Social Security benefits at 
age 68. 

Social Security would 
not allow me to take all 
my increased percentage 
earned by waiting until 
age 68 to claim.  My local 
Social Security office said 
I would get an increased 
amount but not my full age 
68 amount because it was 
“not an option;” they said 
I could take it only the way 
“they said.” That’s our ille-
gal government.  

Signed: Feeling Cheated 

Dear Feeling Cheated: 
Regarding your com-

ment that SS “would not al-
low“ you to take all of your 
“increased percentage,” I 
assume you are referring 
to a Social Security rule 
which applies whenever 
benefits are claimed after 
full retirement age (FRA) 
but before age 70. That rule 
says that the Delayed Re-
tirement Credits (DRCs), 
which are earned when 
someone delays claiming 
until after their Social Secu-
rity full retirement age, are 
applied only in January of 
each year. What that means 
is that whenever benefits 
are claimed mid-year af-
ter FRA but before age 
70, only the DRCs earned 
through the end of the pre-
vious year are immediately 
applied, and any additional 
DRCs earned during the 
current year are not ap-
plied until January of the 
following year. The only 
exception to that rule is if 
someone applies for ben-
efits to begin in the month 
they turn 70 (or after) when 
all earned DRCs are applied 
immediately. 

So, if you applied for 
your benefits to begin when 
you turned age 68 mid-year 
in 2024 (but before the end 
of that year), you would ini-
tially only get DRCs earned 
through the end of the pre-
vious year (through Decem-
ber 2023) and the DRCs 
earned in 2024 wouldn’t 
have been credited to you 
until January 2025. 

Which means you now 
actually do get your full 
percentage of delayed re-
tirement credits earned 
by waiting until age 68 to 
claim, but you did not get 
them all until January 2025. 
Essentially, those extra ben-
efits earned from the begin-
ning of 2024 to the month 
your SS benefits started 
were delayed until the be-
ginning of the following 
year.  

We run into this com-
plexity fairly often here at 
our AMAC Social Security 
Advisory Service, which is 
why we counsel those who 
contact us about waiting 
longer to claim are aware of 
this rather obscure rule. 

Not to defend your lo-
cal SS office, but they are 
required to pay benefits ac-
cording to the established 
Social Security law. Thus, 
they were required to in-
form you that paying you 
the full age 68 benefits ef-
fective immediately when 
you applied was not an 
option. It wasn’t personal; 
they were just following the 
rules. 

I know this explanation 
doesn’t dissuade you from 
“feeling cheated,” but I 
hope understanding how SS 
works in this case assures 
you it wasn’t personal – 
SSA applies the same rules 
to all beneficiaries.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.        

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Gardener’s joys of harvest season

in my

By Ellenor Downer

A Belchertown resident 
shared this photo of a 
glossy ibis he took at 

Lake Wallace. 
The glossy ibis is  a medi-

um-sized wading bird, 
18.9 to 26 inches 
long, with com-
pact body, long 
neck, long 
legs and long, 
curved bill.

The plum-
age appears 
dark, almost 
blackish, at a dis-
tance or in poor light. 
Up close, the body is maroon 
with wing coverts showing a 
metallic green, bronze and vi-
olet tones.

Juveniles are a duller 
brown color with some white 
streaking on their neck

Glossy Ibis occur in 
flocks, both at nesting colo-
nies and when foraging. They 
typically feed by lowering the 
bill into water, mud or soil, to 
feel for prey.

In addition to consuming 
animal matter, plants may 
constitute a major portion of 
their diet during some sea-
sons.

They frequent almost any 
wetland environment with 
shallow water or exposed 
mud and also readily feed 
in farm fields or open areas 

where soils are moist.
They inhabit shallow 

freshwater wetlands as well 
as brackish and saltwa-
ter wetlands, man-

groves, and rice fields. Over 
much of its range,  

When flying, the glossy 
ibis has its neck stretched 
forward and legs straight be-
hind it. The glossy ibis does 
not call often, but may make 
murmuring sounds while for-
aging.

During the breeding sea-
son, glossy ibises will court 
one another by preening and 
touching bills. Males and fe-
males will work together to 
build a large nest. 

Nesting in tight colonies, 
glossy ibis nests are often no 
more than 2 feet away from 
each other. The female will 
lay three to four eggs and in-
cubate them for 20-22 days. 

Glossy ibises can be found 

across the globe. Their range 
has greatly expanded in the 
20th century in North Amer-
ica. 

This species has gone 
from a rare and local 
Florida species to reg-
ularly breeding as far 
north as Maine and 
occasionally along the 
east coast of Canada. 
The first Massachu-
setts nests were found 
at coastal sites in 1974. 

The oldest recorded 
glossy ibis was at least 
21 years old and lived in 

Virginia between 1971 and 
1992.

Sutton birds
Recently, my brother and 

sister-in-law hosted a pool 
party. My brother, Ted, puts 
out grape jelly for the Bal-
timore orioles and a nectar 
feeder for the ruby-throated 
hummingbirds on his deck. 

Birds included male and 
female ruby-throated hum-
mingbirds for the nectar feed-
er. Baltimore orioles, red-bel-
lied woodpecker, downy 
woodpecker and a scarlet tan-
ager came to the deck. 

They also have a pond 
that abuts their backyard. 
They have a pair of mute 
swans on the pond. They 
raised a family for several 
years in a row.

Great blue heron
I often see a great blue 

heron wading in Long Pond 
in Rutland. Every tine I drive 
along Route 122 by the pond, 

I look for the heron. 
People may report a bird 

sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.
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I was cheated; I delayed 
claiming Social Security but 
didn’t get my full benefits

Photo by Doug Moore
Juvenile glossy ibis
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The town tradition con-
tains a lot of action in a small 
amount of space.  The festival 
has been growing at a constant 
clip to the point where a pre-
vious event became a “traffic 
hazard” for the town of Gran-
by. The energetic Doucette 
stated though he was pleased 
at the event’s exponential 
growth, he acknowledged the 
need to downscale.

“I couldn’t have asked for 
better advertising,” Doucette 
said.  “That was wonderful.  
But we figured we’d scale 
back because it was turning 
into a problem.  We were turn-
ing into a mini Woodstock.”

The event will feature 
musical talent from Soular 
Eclipse, a rock and roll band 
set to play crowd-pleasing 
tunes intended to keep “the 
mood of the festival going.”  
Antique cars and trucks will 
also feature on the grounds, 
in addition to around 50 craft 
vendors all packed within the 
one acre campus.

“This is a craft fair,” Dou-
cette said.  “And the music is 
the music.  I do have an open 
mic, so anybody in the audi-
ence can come up and sing or 
do acts.”

Yo-yo artists, local come-
dians, magicians and poets 
have also graced the DinoFest 
stage in the past; a testament 
to how varied interests and 
talents are within the region.  
In addition to live music and 
craft vendors, the fan-favorite 
Dino Dash and Dance event is 

set to make its return this year 
as well.  Participants make 
their own dinosaur costumes 
with cardboard, duct tape and 
other supplies provided by 
festival staff, followed by a 
costumed race about 100 feet 
long in length and a dance 
contest.

“They’re all kinds of 
goofy-looking costumes,” 
Doucette said as he recollect-
ed notable costumes. “One 
girl took an egg crate, cut up 
all the little cups and kind of 
glued them in her hair.  This 
one girl, I think her parents 
were professional marionette 
makers and she came in with a 
costume that when you move 
her fingers, the costume’s fin-
gers moved...what a costume, 
man.  It was above and be-
yond.”

Plans are in the works 
to move the festival down 
to Dufrense Park to meet up 
with current demand.  A cou-
ple of years ago, DinoFest 
pulled 118 craft vendors to 
the campus grounds, a figure 
Doucette believes will only 
increase in coming years.  The 
goal remains the same as pre-
vious years; offer a spotlight 
to local artists and give them 
an opportunity to show their 
wares, as well as a place for 
residents to enjoy themselves.

“’This place is just hugs 
and smiles,’” Doucette said 
as he recalled past feedback 
from a local resident. “It was 
great.  So that stuck as our 
motto.  I try to run it like a 
family reunion where every-
body is welcome to do their 
thing.”

Submitted photo
Festival mascot Zippy advertises for local non-profit food 
scarcity organization Neighbors Helping Neighbors Inc.

Our
Own Fresh 
Blueberries
Are Here!

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
Our Farmstand Is NOW OPEN!OPEN!

PYO BLUEBERRIES NOW OPEN!PYO BLUEBERRIES NOW OPEN!
Weather & Crops Permitting • New Ludlow Road - Now Accepting Credit Cards!

Call Our Farmstand for up-to-date information 467-3794 

Our Own: Beans, Blueberries, Carrots, Corn, Dill, Radishes, Peaches, Tomatoes,
Yellow & Green Squashes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Beets & Cucumbers

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794

www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

NEW HOURS: MON.-THURS. 7AM-12PM; 
FRI.-SUN. 7AM-5PM

IT’S FAIR TIME!

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
AUGUST 27, 2026AUGUST 27, 2026

PUBLICATION DATE: PUBLICATION DATE: 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2026SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

COLOR: Add $50
1/2 Page and Full page 
COLOR PRICING: $100

PRICING:
2 Columns x 3” .................... $75
2 Columns x 5”  .................$125
3 Columns x 4” 
(1/8 Page) ...........................$150
3 Coumns x 8”
(1/4 Page) ...........................$275
4 Columns x 5”  .................$300
4 Columns x 8”  .................$375
6 Columns x 8” 
(1/2 Page) ...........................$450
6 Column x 16” 
(Full Page) ..........................$800

CONTACT PAIGE TO ADVERTISE
PLAWOR@TURLEY.COM • 413.283.8393

EXHIBIT HALL, RIDES, EXHIBIT HALL, RIDES, 
PARADE, FOOD, FUN PARADE, FOOD, FUN 

AND MORE!AND MORE!

Stars, Stripes 
and Fair Nights
SSEPTEMBER 
25-26-27

DINOFEST from page 1

Read the Town Reminder online at
www.townreminder.turley.com

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Sat., 
Aug. 8
Eagle
Eyes

Fri., 
July 31

Kilashandra

Sat., 
Aug. 1
Frank 

Serafino

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Applications are now being 
accepted for projects that 
rehabilitate or redevelop 
blighted, abandoned, vacant 
or underutilized properties 
in the Falls. Priority projects 
include multifamily build-
ings, commercial buildings, 
and mixed-use buildings. 
Program guidelines:  https://
southhadley.org/Document-
Center/View/15218/Falls-Re-
development-Fund---Guide-
lines--Application

Applications are being ac-
cepted on a rolling basis and 
funding will be provided on 
a first-come-first served ba-
sis for eligible projects. Total 
funding available is $50,000. 
Additional technical assis-
tance will be provided to 
align eligible projects with 
additional funding to achieve 
program objectives.

For more information 
contact: acapra@southhad-
leyma.gov

Redevelopment funding 
grant applications available

GRANBY – Book  lov-
ers. Bargain Hunters.  The 
Friends of the Granby Free 
Public Library will host 
their annual Month-Long 
Fall  Book  Sale  during the 
month of September in the 
Community Room of the 
Library. You will be able 
to choose from a large as-
sortment of used and like-
new  hardcover, paper-
back  books, teen  books  and 
children’s books, along with 
a selection of CDs, DVDs, 
video games and audiobooks.  
The sale will run during reg-
ular library hours from Sept. 
1 to 30. 

Starting Aug. 1, the Li-
brary will be accepting do-

nations of hardcover and 
paperback  books, DVDs, 
music CDs, playable video 
games, and audiobooks in 
good condition acceptable 
for resale.   The library does 
not accept donations of: Text-
books, encyclopedias, dic-
tionaries, thesauri, Reader’s 
Digest books, or books with 
smoke, mold, mildew, or wa-
ter damage.  Donations are 
accepted at the library during 
open hours. Please do not 
leave donated  books  outside 
the library or in our book re-
turn. Donations accepted un-
til Aug. 27.  Thank you for 
your support! The library is 
located at 297 E State St in 
Granby MA 01033.

Granby library set 
for Fall Book Sale

GRANBY – Road resurfacing on Chicopee St. 
between School St. and Carver St. Work will com-
mence the week of Aug. 18.  Please seek alternate 
routes if possible. Roadway detours and/or closures 
are anticipated.

Residents may experience short-term inconve-
nience/delays due to construction operations. 

GRANBY – Granby Free 
Public Library will host Jen-
nifer of Stealie Jam Farm 
in Belchertown at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 5 for a spe-
cial, hands-on live animal 
presentation where kids of 
all ages will meet real animal 
ambassadors up close, learn 

cool facts about their habi-
tats, and discover fantastic 
books to take home!

This performance is free 
for the public, for all ages. It 
was sponsored by the Friends 
of the Granby Library. Those 
interested can sign up to save a 
spot by calling 413-467-3320.

Chicopee St. to 
receive work

Library hosting hand-on 
animal presentation
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SOUTH HADLEY 
– Here for Beer, a wom-
en’s soccer team in the 
Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League featuring 
women from all over the 
region, has continued to 
have successful summer 
campaigns. They have 
earned the No. 1 seed in 
this year’s playoffs. With 
that, they have a first-
round bye to the semifi-
nals. If they get past their 
semifinal opponent, they 
would play in the finals 
on Friday, July 31 at Lu-
sitano Stadium in Lud-
low.

Here for Beer earns 
first-round bye

Saints 
beat rival 
PeoplesBank

HOLYOKE – The 
Valley Blue Sox went 
1-for-2 in a double-
header against the 
Mystic Schoo-
ners on Satur-
day. Entering 
Saturday’s doubleheader 
against the Schooners (22-
17) Valley sat at 16-18-1, 
sixth in the South Division 
and outside the playoff pic-
ture, trailing both Danbury 
and Bristol for one of the 
division’s postseason spots. 
The Blue Sox (17-19-1) re-
sponded with a convincing 
10-3 victory in Game 2 to 
split the twin bill and remain 
in the postseason hunt.

Mystic struck first in the 
first game and opened the 
inning when Bryce Detwiler 
lifted a sacrifice fly to right 
field after consecutive singles 
from Jack Harley and Antho-
ny Belisario put runners on 
the corners.

The Schooners added 
another run in the fourth as 
Chris Walsh lined a two-out 
single before Adam Troch 
followed with an RBI double 

down the left-
field line, giving 
Mystic a 2-0 advan-
tage. Valley answered 
immediately in the bottom 
half; however, Chris Cancel 
launched a solo home run to 
left field to cut the deficit in 
half.

Andrew Oppenheimer 
kept the Blue Sox within 
striking distance throughout 
his six-inning start, allowing 
three runs, only two earned, 
while striking out four. But 
Mystic manufactured what 
proved to be the decisive run 
in the sixth after a hit batter, a 
walk and a Valley error load-
ed the bases. Walsh singled to 
center to score Detwiler and 
extend the lead to 3-1.

Valley mounted one final 
rally in the seventh. Chris 
Carson doubled to center 
before pinch-hitter Alex Hill 
delivered an RBI single to 
trim the deficit to one. With 

Blue Sox 
nearing 
end of 
regular 
season

Turley photos by 
David Henry www.

sweetdogphotos.com
Trey Spees 
swings and 
makes contact.

Nick Tomasetto looks to turn a double play during recent 
action last week at Mackenzie Stadium.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Shean Smith sends a free kick away.

Ally Fleury heads up the field. Rachel McKenna, of Granby, dribbles near the sideline.

Martine Worrall-Turgeon guides the ball near midfield.

Please see SEASON, page 7

HOLYOKE – Last Thursday night, the pennant 
race stepped up with rivals PeoplesBank and St. 
Joe’s matching up at Mackenzie Stadium. While 
PeoplesBank trailed early in the game, they nearly 
came all the way back, but St. Joe’s prevailed 9-7. 
The playoffs are on the horizon in the league with 
St. Joe’s and PeoplesBank likely drawing top seeds 
for the six-team playoffs.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Tre Yesu, of Monson, fires home for St. Joe’s.

Seth Adams swings and connects. Dave Clark sends a throw to first for PeoplesBank. Brandon Magni swings and connects for the Saints.

Jake Jachym 
fires home for 
the Bankers.

Joe 
DeMichele 
makes a 
catch at 
first.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

Estaban Garcia has his eyes on the ball as he swings.

the tying run aboard, Mystic 
closer MJ Bollinger recorded 
the final two outs to preserve the 
3-2 victory. Despite matching 
the Schooners with seven hits, 
the Blue Sox came up just short.

The Blue Sox wasted lit-
tle time putting the loss behind 
them in the nightcap.

Nick Tomasetto ignited the 
offense with a solo home run in 
the first inning before Michael 
Iannazzo added a sacrifice fly 
later in the frame to give Valley 
a 2-0 lead. Tomasetto drove in 
another run with an RBI single 
in the second, and after Mystic 
answered with one of its own, 
Valley broke the game open in 
the third.

Nick Spaventa blasted a solo 
home run to center before Chris 

Carson added an RBI single. A 
wild pitch later scored Michael 
Iannazzo to cap a three-run in-
ning and extend the Blue Sox’s 
lead to 6-1. Valley continued 
to add insurance the rest of the 
way, highlighted by Tomasetto’s 
two-run single in the fifth, an 
RBI single from Iannazzo in the 
sixth and Nico Soul’s sacrifice 
fly in the seventh. The Blue Sox 
finished with 10 runs on 14 hits.

Earlier, Carson was named 
an NECBL All-Star, and the out-
fielder backed up the honor with 
another productive performance. 
Carson finished the doublehead-
er 3-for-7 with a double, an RBI 
and two runs scored, helping 
pace a Valley lineup that re-
ceived contributions throughout 
the order. Tomasetto led the way 
by going 3-for-5 with a home 
run and four RBIs, while Iannaz-

zo collected two hits and two 
RBIs. Spaventa also homered 
as the Blue Sox salvaged the 
split.

Four Valley pitchers com-
bined to secure the Game 2 vic-
tory. Lukas Jachens started be-
fore Niall Todd earned 
the win with two 
scoreless in-
nings in relief. 
Jon Shields 
and Jason Pin-
sonnault closed o u t 
the final three innings as the 
Blue Sox improved to 17-19-1, 
keeping themselves alive in the 
NECBL playoff race entering 
the final week of the regular sea-
son.

SEASON from page 6

Turley photos by David Henry  
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Nico Soul fields the 
ball in the outfield.

Joshua Toole frames up a pitch.

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds will 
continue to be a busy pres-
ence in the Greater Spring-
field community throughout 
the offseason, as the team is 
happy to announce its summer 
event calendar.

The T-Birds Community 
Caravan, with support from 
MassMutual, will host two 
more dates of fun throughout 
the summer months:

• Friday, July 31 at Basket-
ball Hall of Fame, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

• Kids dressed in T-Birds 
gear receive free admission 
to the Hall of Fame museum; 

parents will receive discount-
ed admission

• Benefiting Foundation 
for TJO Animals - fans are 
encouraged to bring dry/wet 
dog and cat food for donation; 
everyone who donates will be 
entered to win four T-Birds 
game tickets & T-Birds prize 
pack

• Saturday, August 22 at 
Amelia Park Arena (West-
field), 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• Caravan will coincide 
with T-Birds Street Hockey 
Tournament (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

• Ages 9-12; games to be 
played 3-on-3

	 • Registration in-

cludes one ticket to 
Opening Night + 
T- s h i r t 
for each 
player

• Pub-
lic ice skat-
ing inside 
Amelia Park 
Arena (skate 
rental available)

Additionally, the Thunder-
birds are proud to collaborate 
with the Springfield Hockey 
Heritage Society to be part of 
the Heritage Society’s annu-
al HockeyDay on Saturday, 
July 25 from 11:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the Better Living 

Center at the Big E. The 
annual event will kick 

off a cele-
bration of 
100 Years 

of Hockey in 
Springfield, dat-
ing back to the 
original Spring-
field Indians 

of the Canadian-American 
Hockey League in 1926.

Numerous past Springfield 
Indians, Kings, and Falcons 
are scheduled to appear as 
part of the celebration, which 
is open to the public. Tickets 
are available now by clicking 
here. 

Thunderbirds Caravan has two more dates

THOMPSON, CT  – The 
Crown Vics began Wednes-
day’s showcase with multi-
time winner Ethan Williams 
showing the way early before 
youth prevailed. Upon his 
first time at the Thompson 
5/8-mile, young Jack Emer-
son would take over the lead 
with eight laps remaining and 
never looked back to take the 
win over Williams and Ty 
Mello.

Jared Materas and Jason 
Williams may have brought 
the Late Model field to green 
but it was Matt Lowinski-Loh 
who quickly took over the top 
spot within the first lap. Mat-
eras would bring out the first 
caution on lap 10 after spin-
ning across the nose of Jar-
ed Roy’s #1CT. Things went 
sideways once again on lap 
18 with a mechanical issue 
slowing Jake Johnson leaving 
Williams and Mike Benev-
ides to pile in for a massive 
wreck into the turn four wall. 
Back to green, Lowinski-Loh 
drove away with the 25-lap 
win over rookie Travis Hydar 
and Jared Roy.

Todd Douillard ran away 
with the lead at the start of the 
SK Light Modified feature 
before Austin Goff made it 
a two-man show by lap four. 

RJ Marcotte, John O’Sulli-
van, Kevin Davis and Daltin 
McCarthy ran nose-to-tail 
behind the leaders, keeping 
them honest before Goff was 
shuffled back on the inside 
groove. Motoring into turn 
one, Davis and O’Sullivan 
launched sideways into the 
corner to bring out the lap 
nine caution that also ended 
the day for newcomer Bran-
don Michael with a hard lick 
into the turn one wall.

Douillard would be next 
on the wrecker on the restart 
with Marcotte leaving no 
room to race, making hard 
contact with the turn one wall 
to end his day. Back to green, 
McCarthy, Goff and Eddie 
Gomarlo ran nose-to-tail at 
the head of the field. The 
busy night for the Thompson 
Speedway wreckers contin-
ued on lap 13 with McCarthy 
and O’Sullivan piling into the 
turn three wall. Under green 
for the final time, Austin Goff 
would run away with the win 
followed by RJ Marcotte and 
rookie Milania Shilosky.

Dan Bowes took off at the 
start of the Twisted Tea 40 for 
the New England Supermod-
ified Series with hopeful win-
ner Jon McKennedy dropping 
out on lap five with mechan-

ical issues. All the while, Jef-
frey Battle began reeling in 
Bowes out front as Ben Seitz 
lay in wait back in third. Bat-
tle would finally nab the lead 
on lap 22 while Seitz and PJ 
Stergios went to war for third 
behind him. Stergios would 
win that battle and one more 
against Bowes as the right-
rear tire on the #25 was all 
but expired through the final 
fifteen circuits. Jeffrey Battle 
lambasted the field for the 
win with PJ Stergios coming 
home second and Dan Bowes 
holding on for third to round 
out the victory lane podium.

Ryan Lineham would 
bring out the lap one caution 
in the Street Stocks when a 
three-wide move in the first 
corner didn’t pan out. Back 
under green, Nick Ander-
son and Mike Viens showed 
the way up front with Jerrod 
Soucy and Al Stone III keep-
ing the pressure on behind 
them. Soucy would make his 
way around to lead the half-
way marker and never looked 
back for win number one on 
the season ahead of Lineham 
and Viens.

The Thompson Suno-
co Modifieds rounded out 
Wednesday’s racing program 
under the leadership of Na-

than Pytko and Derek Ram-
strom at the head of each 
lane under the initial green 
flag. Keith Rocco and Todd 
Owen made their way to the 
front by lap five just as con-
tact between Bryan Narducci 
and Ramstrom sent the #35 
into the turn one retaining 
wall. The remainder of the 
50 lap feature saw Rocco 
and Owen wage their classic 
over-under battle for position 
before Owen finally began to 
drove away with fifteen laps 
remaining to take his first Su-
noco Modified victory of the 
season. Keith Rocco came 
home second with Narducci 
coming back from his penal-
ty for the lap five caution to 
claim third.

The NASCAR Whel-
en Modified Tour returns 
to Thompson Speedway on 
Wednesday, August 5 for the 
Thompson 150 presented by 
FloSports.com. The August 
midweek showdown at the 
Big-T will also feature the 
Thompson Sunoco Modi-
fieds, Late Models, SK Light 
Modifieds, Street Stocks and 
Crown Vics with a 6:00pm 
Post Time. Event schedule 
will be released in the near 
future.

Jack Emerson grabs win at Thompson Speedway

proached by trucks, and that 
mature trees would need to be 
removed to widen the road.

“The  traffic when buses 
are running (from both Gran-
by and  South Hadley) is hor-
rible, said Henri Langevin, of 
357 East St., at the hearing. 
“It’s (East Street) not going 
to handle it. It will cause a lot 
of accidents. Are you going 
to have a traffic study just to 
confirm what I know that the 
road (East Street) can’t han-
dle it. It’s full now.”

Residents also cited cur-
rent traffic woes at the inter-
section of East Street with 
Granby Road (Route 202), 
a state highway where it is 
already difficult to make left 
turns because of heavy traffic. 
Some 70 new houses, all with 
at least one, and likely more 
vehicles, would worsen the 
situation significantly, they 
said.

Board Chairwoman Di-
ane Mulvaney emphasized 
that the board has limited its 
discussions on creating a new 
zoning district that would 
regulate the now- “conceptu-
al” project. It represents only 
the first of three steps in its 
considerations of the project. 
That first phase, if approved 
by Town Meeting, would 
then proceed to the Site Plan 
Review (SPR) process that 
would include traffic studies 
and other deliberations.

Following that, the project 
would be subject to a third 
step that would need approval 
under subdivision bylaws and 
regulations.

The property is now 
zoned Residence A-1. Un-
der existing zoning, a sin-
gle-family home requires a 
22,500-square-foot lot, or 

one-half acre. Those regula-
tions preclude, for econom-
ic reasons, construction of 
smaller homes that would 
better suit smaller households 
and those unable or unwilling 
to maintain larger yards.

The proposed overlay dis-
trict, first aired on May 29, 
would allow reduced dimen-
sional requirements.

If the proposed draft over-
lay zone bylaw were to be 
approved, dimensional regu-
lations required in such over-
lay districts, would change as 
follows:

– Minimum housing lot 
frontage, currently 125 feet 
in Residence A-1 (RA-1) and 
150 feet in Agricultural (AG) 
zones, would be cut to 40 feet 
in the proposed zone.

– Minimum front setback, 
currently 40 feet in the RA-1 
zone, would be cut to15 feet 

– Side yard setbacks, now 
20 feet in RA-1 and AG dis-
tricts, would be cut to 5 feet.

– Rear yard setbacks, now 
25 feet in RA-1 and  AG, dis-
tricts would be cut to 10 feet.

– Maximum building cov-
erage, currently 30 percent in 
RA-1 and AG districts, would 
increase to 50 percent.

Both Luis and consultant 
Richard Harris, the former 
town Planning Director, said 
professional  consultants have 
found no evidence of illegal 
dumping on the site as sug-
gested by some current resi-
dents.

They also said public 
works and water district of-
ficials have said sewer and 
water services would be ad-
equate.

The board has scheduled 
a continuation of the listening 
session for Aug. 10. A formal 
public hearing is planned for 
Sept. 28.

ZONE from page 1

gation being against the wine 
house not having a site plan 
approved by the Planning 
Board.  Aponte quoted the 
attorney’s verdict and stated, 
if the Board wished, he could 
“reach out to the Planning 
Board” regarding the attor-
ney’s opinion, as the com-
plainant didn’t agree with the 
conclusion.  

“In essence, he had indi-
cated that all the issues that 
were brought up had been ad-
judicated by the appropriate 
authority,” Aponte said as he 
summarized the report.  “Be 
it at the local level, the state 
level or the federal level.  In 
his expert opinion, those mat-
ters were closed.”

Town Clerk Jeffery Law-
son questioned the if the 
missing site plan would be an 
issue “this late in the game” 
and wondered if the issue 
would have to go through the 
Planning Board to determine 
if the complaint was merited.  

“Obviously, we really 
don’t have any authority over 
the site plan,” Aponte said as 
they reiterated the outstand-
ing concern would be up to 
the Planning Board’s dis-
cretion.  He also mentioned 
this potential concern was 
the “one box that needs to be 
checked.”

Local resident Jay Joyce 
also quoted from bylaw 6.360 

from the audience, which 
states the building cannot be 
licensed any permits until the 
site plan has been completed. 
Select Board Chair David La-
bonte addressed the concern 
and stated they were “dealing 
with council” and were told 
to move forward with site 
plan processing.

“We are going to allow 
this to go on as is and we will 
get with the Planning Com-
mission and also with Attor-
ney Costa if activities at the 
wine house will need to cease 
and desist until the Planning 
Board comes to a conclu-
sion,” Labonte said.  “We will 
make that decision down the 
road.”

The chair concluded until 
the Board had enough infor-
mation to make a conclusion 
regarding the missing site 
plan’s ability to affect legal 
operations, they wouldn’t be 
able to make an informed 
decision without input from 
the Planning Board.  Labonte 
also took the opportunity to 
thank Joyce for the input and 
stated the Board would also 
“dig into that.”

Due to this outstand-
ing circumstances, Lawson 
made a motion to forward 
this concern to the Planning 
Board and to “put this in their 
hands.”  The motion passed 
with unanimous support and 
will be pending further up-
dates as of this writing.  

WINE from page 1

In our July 24 story on the cover reveal for “Calm-
ing the Chaos,” the name was misspelled.

The correct spelling is Mary-Anne Schelb.
We apologize for the error. 

Correction
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

 Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

PRAYERS 
ANSWERED

THANK YOU ST. JUDE for your inter-
cession and prayers answered. In gratitude 
publication promised. BLC

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
 SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN SPRINKLERS 
LLC. Need sprinkler repairs or complete 
system check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable 
service without big company prices. Call 
413-279-4122 to set up an appoint-
ment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AKC REGISTERED MINIATURE 
DACHSHUNDS. BLACK/TAN PUPPIES 
READY MID AUGUST.  VET CHECKED 
FIRST VACCINATION. WELL SOCIAL-
IZED. APPROXIMATELY 12 LBS WHEN 
FULL GROWN.  413-596-8190

RUSSELL PUBLIC LIBRARY SEEKS 
CIRCULATION ASSISTANT; 8+ hours 
weekly. Strong public service skills and 
solid computer literacy required. Detailed 
description at russellmapubliclibrary.
com, and on our Facebook and Instagram 
pages. Send resume to RPL,  PO Box 
438,  Russell MA 01071 or email 
rpldirector162@gmail.com rpldi-
rector162@gmail.com

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.  

$27.40 to $32.21 per hour 
based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job description 
are available online at 

www.huntingtonma.us
 or by emailing 

admin@huntingtonma.us

Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026 .
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
PART-TIME CHIEF OF POLICE. 

 $37,500 - $50,000 yearly salary
based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job description 
are available online at 

www.huntingtonma.us 
or by emailing 

admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026.  

Town of Huntington is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com 

Call:
 413-283-8393

Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/

classifieds

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Egyptian bull god
  5. Romanian monetary 

unit
  8. Santa’s helper
 11. Fictional Pink Floyd 

corporal
 13. Sea eagle genus
 14. Broad volcanic 

crater
 15. Minneapolis 

suburb
 16. Actual commercial 

worth (abbr.)
 17. Exchange rate
 18. Ethnic peoples in 

Guinea
 20. Men’s fashion 

accessory
 21. Craft material
 22. Offerings
 25. Early
 30. Large room
 31. Soviet Socialist 

Republic

 32. One who hauls
 33. Shorthand for 

accepting
 38. Promotional 

materials
 41. Loss of memory
 43. One who beheads
 45. Photographers
 48. Small, rich sponge 

cake
 49. White clerical 

vestment
 50. Partner to “oohed”
 55. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 56. Zero
 57. Owl monkey genus
 59. Lace bug genus
 60. Mild expression of 

surprise
 61. Storage devices
 62. Keyboard key
 63. Make a mistake
 64. One-time Korean 

president

CLUES DOWN
  1. Bridge building 

degree
  2. Expression of 

sorrow or pity
  3. Large, stocky, 

lizard
  4. Rumanian river
  5. Missive
  6. Stout-bodied moths
  7. Brings out
  8. Bird of prey
  9. King of Thebes
 10. Cleaving tool
 12. African antelope
 14. Three are 

particularly famous
 19. Satisfy
 23. C. European river
 24. Dictator
 25. Portion of (abbr.)
 26. The 17th letter of 

the Greek alphabet
 27. Consume food
 28. Woman (French)

 29. Scrape or wear 
away by friction

 34. Popular vegetable
 35. Pacific Standard 

Time
 36. Brazilian state capital
 37. Paddle 
 39. Cause to become 

insane
 40. Drier and flakier
 41. Mimic
 42. ESPN host Kimes
 44. One who moseys
 45. Secret political clique
 46. Behind the stern of 

a ship
 47. Supernatural force
 48. Sanctuary in 

Orthodox churches
 51. Swiss river
 52. Grayish white
 53. Engrave
 54. UNC’s chief rival
 58. Midway between 

south and southeast

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!

Sentinel
Belchertown, Granby & Amherst
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Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Info@TheTeamThatSells.com  I  (413) 813-4479  I  www.PoissantAndNeveu.com Re/Max Compass

OfficeL:  (413)  568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Info@TheTeamThatSells.com  I  (413) 813-4479  I  www.PoissantAndNeveu.com Re/Max Compass

OfficeL:  (413)  568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!

S E R V I N G  P A L M E R ,  M O N S O N ,  B R I M F I E L D ,  H O L L A N D  &  W A L E S

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com www.journalregister.turley.comNovember 13, 2025  ❙   Vol. CLXXIV,  No. 42  ❙   $1.00

Journal Register 
The

SPORTS: Mustangs trample Holbrook - Page 11    ■    Veterans Remembered - Page 14-16    ■    Obituaries - Page 17

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Saluting Our Local Heroes★
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★

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice

Turley staff photo
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You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills.  
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Previous print sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications

Town of Granby 
Massachusetts

Conservation Commission 
The Granby Conservation 

Commission will hold Public 
Hearings pursuant to the Wet-
land Protection Act (MGL Chap-
ter 131, Section 40) on Tuesday 
August 12, 2026 *1 Library 
Lane- Carnegie Building-Top 
Floor to consider the following:

1. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
John Myslinski, owner to see 
whether the area depicted on 
plan(s) referenced is subject to 
the Wetlands Protection Act, 
with regards to property located 
on 80R East Street and known as 
Map 5A-B, Lot 19 in the Town 
of Granby.

2. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
Robert Hall, owner to see wheth-
er the area depicted on plan(s) 
referenced is subject to the juris-
diction of the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act, and to see whether the 
Activities depicted on plan (s) 
referenced is subject to the Wet-
lands Protection Act and its reg-
ulations property located on 11 
Philip Circle and known as Map 
4, E-14 in the Town of Granby.

 3. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
185 W State St, LLC, (Marilyn 
Iannaccone) owner to see wheth-
er the area depicted on plan(s) 
referenced is subject to the juris-
diction of the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act, and to see whether the 
Activities depicted on plan (s) 
referenced is subject to the Wet-
lands Protection Act and its reg-
ulations with regards to property 
located on 185 West State Street 
and known as Map 3-D, 1/1 in 
the Town of Granby.

 4. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
Wayne Graudrault, owner to see 
whether the activities depicted 
on plan(s) referenced is subject 
to the Wetlands Protection Act 
and its regulations, with regards 
to property located on 317 Chi-
copee Street and known as Map 
16A, Lot 9-4 in the Town of 
Granby.

 5. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
Jonothan Szymonik, owner to 
see whether the Activities/area 
depicted on plan (s) referenced 
is subject to the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act and its regulations 
or any Municipal wetland ordi-
nance or bylaw of the Town of 

Granby with regards to property 
located on 193 Amherst Street 
and known as Map 2B, 3 in the 
Town of Granby.

Members of the public can 
attend virtually by phone at +1 
(312) 757-3121 using Access 
Code:  282-289-421or by visit-
ing https://global.gotomeeting.
com/join/282289421.

Anyone wishing information 
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and 
place designated. The complete 
materials (including text and 
maps) relative to this “RDA” are 
available for inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
Selectmen’s Office located in 
the Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State 
Street. Additionally, copies of 
the application may be inspected 
on the Conservation Commis-
sion’s web page at www.gran-
by-ma.gov. 

William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation 

Commission

07/31/2026

 BELCHERTOWN – On 
Sunday, July 19, 35 Belcher-
town Pickleball Community 
(BPC) Pickleball enthusiasts 
assembled for a celebratory 
annual barbeque at the home 
of Denise Smith.

The enthusiasts cele-
brated the “75 Honors Club 
Golden Paddle award” recip-
ients of the past and handed 
out the 2026 award to anoth-
er person honored in the five 
year history of the award.

The first recipient in 2022 
was Bonnie Strickland on the 
occasion of her 86th birth-
day. A once renowned tennis 
player, she applied her skills 
playing pickleball, perfecting 
a “dink shot” on the pickle-
ball court that matched her 
expertise on the tennis court.

In 2023 the Golden Pad-
dle was awarded to Dusty 
Miller. She and Dorothy 
Cresswell were the first to 
introduce pickleball to the 
Belchertown Recreation 
Dept. To date they continue 
to offer beginner and novice 
classes.

Jim Barry joined the 75 
Honors Club in 2024 for his 
contributions as an advocate 
for financing the courts and 
fencing which resulted in 
the 4 courts now located in 
Belchertown. Jim insisted on 
handwriting thank you notes 
to all the donors who helped 
to create our wonderful facil-
ities.

The 2025 award was giv-
en to one of our great found-
ers and facilitators, Larry Da-
vis, who sadly passed away 
December 29, 2025. His 
family accepted the Golden 
Paddle on his behalf at a BPC 
memorial event in March of 
this year. Larry will always 
be remembered for his en-
thusiasm on the courts and 
his advocacy and being one 
of BPC’s initial instructors. 
He was known for exclaim-
ing “the net is your friend” 
when a good shot favored his 
opponent.

According to Wilbur 
Quirk, tournament organizer 
and long time BPC enthusi-
ast: “This prestigious award 
is given annually to one in-
dividual who exemplifies 
continuous dedication to 
the Belchertown Pickleball 
Community.” Wilbur further 
addressed the gathering by 
sharing “All of us have so 
many friends because of the 
pickleball community. You 
are all wonderful.  I have be-
come friends with this one 
woman (pointing at Debbie) 
who has done so much for 
our pickleball community. 
You can’t believe the hours 
she has spent.  It’s just great.”

Debbie has served on 
the Leadership Team since 
the birth of the Belchertown 
Pickleball.

Wilbur then congratulat-
ed Debbie Wood as the 2026 

Denise Smith of Belchertown hosts the awards event.

Pickleball 
enthusiasts gather 
for awards events

recipient of the “75 Hon-
ors Club Golden Paddle.”   
Debbie gracefully accepted 
the Golden Paddle and ex-
pressed her appreciation for 
the many friends and sup-
porters she has made since 
first learning about pickle-
ball in 2017. She then ex-
pressed her gratitude to De-
nise Smith for hosting this 
annual event at her lovely 
estate.

Members of the BPC are 
known for welcoming many 
people from around the area 
who come to play, learn to 
play, and just have fun and 
good times in Belchertown. 
All would not be as good 
if not for the Recreation 
Department, Selectboard, 
Community Preservation 
Committee, local sponsors 
and many other great people 
who have made BPC into 
what it is today.

Legal Notices

Great day for the BPC Annual Awards event. 	 Submitted photos

Debbie Wood displays the Golden 
Paddle individual award and the 
legacy paddle.

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Lions Club will 
be returning to the Belcher-
town Town Common on 
Aug. 8 (rain date: Aug. 9) for 
its 3rd Annual Memorial Car 
Show…and it promises to be 
even bigger and better than 
ever.

We will continue with our 
custom-made laser-engraved 
slate trophy plaques with 
leather hanging straps—no 
two the same. We hope that 
your ride will take home one 
of our very unique Top 20, 
four specialties, or the Best 
in Show presentations.

Burgers, dogs, meatball 
grinders, fries, and canned 
soft drinks are available—
along with a raffle table and 
a 50/50 raffle.

All vehicles are wel-
comed (with specialty 
awards for best motorcycle, 
truck, paint, and engine.)

Spectators get free ad-
mission!  Participant parking 
on the grass: $20

No pre-registration (So 
please don’t be a victim of 
online pre-show registration 
scams.)

Registration begins at 
9 a.m. at 28 Park St. on the 

Town Common.  Judging 
continues until 1 p.m.—
followed immediately by 
the raffle drawings and the 
awarding of trophies.

All proceeds will go to 
local charities including 
Veterans’ Affairs, Senior 
Center, fuel assistance, Girl 
Scouts, Scouting America, 
high school scholarships, 
food pantries, etc.

More information and 
possible rain date updates 
can be found at

h t tps : / /www.belcher-
townl ionsc lub.com/car-
show.htm

Lions Club Car Show set for Aug. 8
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 9, 2026.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 19.

March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help
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GRANBY – The library 
announced the following ac-
tivities for August:

Yoga Demystified
Saturday, Aug. 1 at 11 a.m. 

Join Laurie of Laurie Cameron 
Studio in Granby for an intro-
duction to Yoga! Bring your 
own mat or use one of ours. 

Sci-Fi and 
Fantasy Book Club 

Thursday, Aug. 6 at 5 p.m.
 Join our discussions on 

the first Thursday of every 
month! The Raven Schol-
ar by Antonia Hodgson for 
August. Copies are available 
now!

Adult Book Group 
Thursday, Aug. 13 

at 6 p.m. 
The book group will be 

discussing My Friends by 
Fredrik Backman. Grab a 
copy and join us! 

Tabletop Games Club 
Saturday, Aug. 15 from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
The Granby Library Ta-

bletop Games Club invites 
players of all ages 8 and up 
to gather and enjoy a vari-
ety of board, card, dice, tile, 
and other in-person tabletop 
games in a welcoming, so-
cial environment. 

Knitting Group
 Every Wednes-

day afternoon at 2pm  
Bring your latest project and 
join us for conversation, tips 
and tricks. 

Friends of the Granby 
Library Meeting 

Thursday, Aug. 20 
at 4:30 p.m.

Did you know that 
the Friends sponsor our 
events? Join us for a meet-
ing and see what’s new.  
Revolution in Their Words 
Thursday, Aug. 27 at 5:30 p.m. 
Join us for a unique thematic 
exploration of the American 
Revolution through the voic-
es of the people who lived it. 
Hosted by Denise Kindschi 
Gosselin, PhD and the Mas-
sachusetts Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Betty 
Allen Chapter. 
Adult Summer Reading – 

Plant a Seed, Read!  
Ends Aug. 21

 Get your tickets in by 
Aug. 21 to win great prizes.

Granby Free Public Library 
announces August activities

“Frankly, if we had a na-
tionwide search, I doubt we’d 
find someone more qualified 
than Mr. Martin to act as our 
town accountant,” Aponte 
told the board.

Martin, who is retired, 
will serve in a part-time role 
because of post-retirement 
limits on public-sector work.

Aponte noted that Martin 
“can only work 1,200 hours 
without jeopardizing and 
impacting his retirement in-
come,” adding that Martin 
“feels though he could do the 
job in 1,200 hours.” 

Selectboard Chair David 
Labonte and member Mark 
Bail both said they were com-
fortable with the recommen-
dation. Bail moved to appoint 
Martin as town accountant, 
and the board approved the 
appointment unanimously, 
pending contract finalization.

Hannigan chosen to lead 
Council on Aging

The board also filled a 
key human services role, ap-
pointing Lauren Hannigan as 
Council on Aging director, 
effective after contract nego-
tiations.

Aponte said a three-mem-
ber screening committee, 
himself, Police Chief Kev-
in O’Grady and Council on 
Aging Advisory Board Chair 
Barbara Hauschild, inter-
viewed three candidates and 
unanimously recommended 
Hannigan. 

Board members opted to 
rely on that process rather than 
conduct their own interviews.

Bail outlined Hannigan’s 
résumé in open session, say-
ing she “has been outreach 
transportation coordinator at 
the Hadley Council on Aging 
since 2018” and previous-
ly worked in health-related 
roles in New Jersey. He add-
ed that she “has a master’s 
degree” and that she went to 
the University of Massachu-
setts earning a master’s in 
public health and certificate 
in health education, with a 
4.0 GPA.

Bail then moved “that we 
appoint Lauren Hannigan as 
Council on Aging Director 
pending successful contract 
negotiations,” a motion that 
passed unanimously.

State financial review ex-
pected in October

Earlier in the meeting, 
Aponte briefed the board on 
an upcoming financial review 
by the Department of Reve-
nue’s Division of Local Ser-
vices.

He said he had spoken at 
length with state official Zach 
Blake and that the engage-
ment is expected to last “two 
to three months from begin-
ning of the engagement until 
the report is actually then giv-
en to the town.”

The review will focus on 
Granby’s financial operations 
and involve a cross-section of 
town leadership.

“They like to speak to a 
lot of the obviously the finan-
cial resources of the town. 
So, town administrator, ac-
countant, treasurer, Finance 
Committee, select board 
members,” Aponte said. He 

added that the state team is 
“very flexible,” willing to 
hold in-person meetings with 
finance staff and remote ses-
sions with the Selectboard 
and Finance Committee to 
accommodate schedules.

The work is expected 
to start “probably mid-Oc-
tober,” which Aponte said 
aligns well with the timing 
of the new accountant’s ar-
rival and will allow Martin to 
“concentrate on the new stuff, 
so to speak.”

Aponte called the state 
service “a home run,” not-
ing that “it’s free of charge” 
and that a similar review he 
experienced in Belchertown 
produced “a longer list of 10 
to 12 suggestions, reasons for 
those suggestions,” leaving it 
to the Selectboard to decide 
which to implement. 

Selectboard members 
voiced no objections, effec-
tively greenlighting the re-
view.

REVIEW from page 1

BELCHERTOWN – On 
Saturday, Aug. 22 from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., there will be a one 
day only sale of jigsaw puz-
zles, DVDs, CDs and vinyl re-
cords in the Activity Room of 
the Belchertown Clapp Me-
morial Library.  All items will 
be only $1 each.  Cash only 
(no credit cards or Venmo).

There are hundreds of puz-
zles from 300 to 1000+ pieces 
and so many DVDs and CDs, 
we didn’t count them.  If you 
are a fan of vinyl records, we 
have several boxes filled with 
some great hits.  

So many of you have ex-
pressed regrets about not hav-

ing a book sale this year.  The 
Trustees and the Friends of 
CML are working diligently 
on the basement renovations, 
with the plan to start having 
book sales again in 2027.

In October we will cel-
ebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library.  Plans are 
underway to have a smaller 
version “Like New” book 
sale in the Activity Room at 
that time.  More information 
will be forthcoming as the 
date comes closer.  

So mark your calendar for 
our special $1 sale on Aug. 
22.  See you there

Friends of Clapp 
holding $1 sale

Obituary 
Policy

Town Reminder

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.


