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By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Craft Nights at the South 
Hadley Public Library are a 
roaring success.  July 28 fes-
tivities took place outside be-
side the building, where high 
school students set drawings 
ablaze in a practice known as 
fire art.

“The fact that we’re set-
ting things on fire piqued 
your interest,” said Program 
Coordinator Bethany Roberts 
as she discussed the night’s 
festivities.  Teen Craft Nights 
are a staple in the library pro-
gramming, with events sched-
uled for the last Tuesday of 
every month. 

“Teen craft nights happen 
on the last Tuesday of every 
month,” Roberts said.  “This 
came about because I do have 

Teens light art ablaze 
at local library

Please see ART, page 2

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
Program Coordinator Bethany Roberts smiles in the midst of 
the lively artistic chaos.

 Teenagers drew original works in preparation for the night’s event.

Participants set their creations ablaze outside of the library, creating new and interesting 
patterns.

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY/
GRANBY – Local charity 
Operation Backpack remains 
a staple of the South Hadley 
and Granby communities.  
Inspired by her time volun-
teering at Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors, Sheila Adams 
created Operation Backpack 
to ensure no student goes to 
school without a backpack 
and school supplies. 

“A long time ago I re-
tired and I got involved with 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors,” Adams said as she re-
called how she got involved 
with charity work.  “They 
would give out just a few pen-
cils or whatever they could 
get their hands on and I re-
alized that was a good thing.  

You don’t realize how many 
kids go to school with a paper 
bag or don’t have the supplies 
to utilize in the classroom.”

Seeing an opportunity to 
help the wider community 
and deciding to expand the 
service, Adams created Oper-
ation Backpack to ensure no 
student had to go to school 
ill-equipped.  Sponsored by 
St. Pat’s Church, she still 
sources her own donations 
and supplies.

“It’s about 12 years ago 
that this now has ballooned 
into this big operation,” Ad-
ams said.  “It’s done out of 
my home.”’

Adams says Operation 
Backpack is an “all year” 
effort, with requests pouring 
for everything from books to 
binders.  She even receives 
calls from local schools ask-

ing for help supplying stu-
dents.  The program is also 
confidential, with minimal 
input required to fulfill filed 
requests, such as gender and 
grade.  From there, Adams 
sets up anonymous and se-
cure drop-offs at the appro-
priate school with a trusted 
authority figure, such as a 
counselor, who ensures the 
items are given to the anony-
mous student.

“I work closely with the 
schools because I do not want 
any child to be embarrassed 
or go to school without what 
they need to be a success,” 
Adams said.  “That’s my sto-
ry.  It’s a very simple one but 
I enjoy doing it.”

Adams offered gratitude 
for the overwhelming support 

Operation Backpack celebrates 
12 years of service

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – The Gran-
by Select Board gathered to 
discuss updates to the town 
website.  Town Administra-
tor Ron Aponte raised the 
issue of the town’s outdated 
website and summarized his 
conversation with a potential 
website consultant and web 
master.

“I had a chance to sit 
down with Jenny Hajda-
mowicz.  She is certainly 
on board with being able to 
address what I’m referring 
to as phase one of the web-
site project,” Aponte said.  
“That’s really to go in and 
correct the incorrect data.”

Aponte pointed out glar-
ing weakness with the web-
site’s current presentation.  
Identified necessary work 
would involve “fixing links 
that end up going nowhere” 
and updating dated infor-
mation.  He also mentioned 
Hajdamowicz said the work 

was possible but envisioned 
it would “take a little bit of 
time.”

“My personal preference 
is we just contract with her to 
actually perform that phase 
one,” Aponte said, though 
mentioned her current re-
sponsibilities with the school 
department would cause lo-
gistical conflicts with hiring 
her as a full-time town em-
ployee.  

“We would have to desig-
nate her as a special munici-
pal employee as well,” Apon-
te said.  “So she can enter 
into that contract.  So, if the 
board is amenable to that, I 
can certainly drop that paper 
work and we can address that 
at our next meeting.”

Aponte noted they sched-
uled a meeting with the mu-
nicipal consultant Walton 
Schilling to provide an over-
view of “what we’re looking 
to do with the website.”  He 
expressed hope both Hajda-

Town continues to 
discuss website updates

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Stephanie Clymer from 
South Hadley Family Meet-
ups has a mission.  Creating 
the Facebook group in May 
of this year, Clymer intends 
to connect local parents and 
children to foster community 
building, new friendships and 
new ways to connect with the 
region.

“When my kiddo was 
born, I was having trouble 
finding a local South Hadley 
group for parents and oth-
er caregivers,” Clymer said.  
“Especially something that 
had events on weekends.”

Though she acknowl-
edged the library and “other 
community organizations” 
have events which take place 

during the day, she struggled 
to find consistent groups 
which worked with her sched-
ule. Deciding a more proac-
tive approach, Clymer made 
the Facebook group and be-
gan to structure activities.

“I decided to start the 
Facebook group as a way for 
us to coordinate and connect 
with each other and help plan 
our events,” Clymer said.  
“So, all the events that we’re 
hosting are in South Hadley.”

Though she emphasized 
the group was focused on 
connecting local residents, 
planned events are also open 
to any families in the area 
who want to join in on the ac-
tivities.  She stated since she 
created the group, they have 
done “several playground 
play dates.”  A notable pre-
vious activity was a “toddler 

bike ride” in the local ceme-
tery.

“In July we teamed up 
with the bike walk committee 
in town to plan two communi-
ty strolls,” Clymer said.  “So, 
most of what we’ve been do-
ing so far are outdoor events 
because it’s summer time.”

She mentioned August 
events will also primarily take 
place outside, with fall and 
winter activities taking place 
to either seasonal or indoor 
events “that will make sense 
for the weather.”  There are 
two upcoming events featured 
for the group this August, 
with the first taking place on 
August 18.  Labeled as “Ride 
a PVTA Bus” on the flyer, 
Clymer stated the event was 

Local Facebook community group 
encourages getting outside

RENO, NV – Brian 
Willette of South Had-
ley, Massachusetts, 
was appointed for the 
sixth consecutive time 
as National Sergeant-
at-Arms of the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) on July 29 at 
the 127th VFW Na-
tional Convention in 
Reno, Nevada.

Brian served in the 
United States Army, 
earning his VFW eli-
gibility by serving in 
Bosnia in support of 
Operation Joint Forge, 
and in Afghanistan in 
support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. In 
recognition of his ser-
vice, Brian received 
the Purple Heart and 
the Combat Action 
Badge.

He is a Gold Leg-
acy Life member of 
Post 3104 in South Hadley, 
Massachusetts; a five-time 
All-American Post Com-
mander, past All-American 
District Commander, past 

Department Judge Advocate, 
and he currently serves as the 
Department of Massachusetts 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 

On the national level, Bri-

an has served on the 
Sergeant-at-Arms team 
since 2016 and has 
served as the Nation-
al Sergeant-at-Arms 
since 2021. He has 
been a member of the 
National Honor Guard 
since 2019. He also 
served on the Veterans 
and Military Support 
Committee and as a 
National Assistant In-
spector General. He is 
a life member of the 
VFW National Home 
for Children.

Brian is a mem-
ber of the American 
Legion, Sons of the 
American Legion, 
DAV, AMVETS, Ma-
rine Corps League 
(associate member), 
Association of 3D Ar-
mored Division Veter-
ans, Yankee Division 
Veterans Association, 

29th Division Veterans As-
sociation, and serves as the 
National POW-MIA officer 
for the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart of the U.S.A. 

Brian Willette 	 Submitted photo

Willette appointed Sergeant-at-Arms

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

Many people see their 
energy bills increase in the 
summer due to the amount 
of appliances needed to keep 
their homes cool. 

National Grid offered 
some advice to help keep en-
ergy costs low.

They suggested that you 
only run full loads in the 
dishwasher and dryer, setting 
your refrigerator temperature 
to 38 degrees Fahrenheit and 
utilizing a toaster oven to re-
heat or cook small meals, as 
it utilizes less energy than a 
traditional oven.

It can also be beneficial to 
cook outside when possible 
and even use a clothesline 
to dry clothes, rather than a 
dryer. 

Energy 
saving 
tips for the 
summer

Please see ENERGY, page 7

Please see BACKPACK, 
page 7

Please see FACEBOOK, 
page 7

Please see WEBSITE, page 5
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USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST $289

lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/6-8/12/268/6-8/12/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
71/90 CT1 LB. BAG  .......................
 

USDA INSP. PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ .........................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN TOTINO’S

TRIPLE CHEESE 4 PAK 
PARTY PIZZA 39.2 OZ .....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN 10 LB. BAG ..

$229
lb

lb

USDA INSP. 

TURKEY BREAST ..........................

lb

lb
$299

$369

$179

USDA INSP. FRESH TWIN PAK
PORK SPARE RIBS ................ $266

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$428
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$149
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN .................................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGH ............................

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ..............

$399

ea
USDA INSP. 

FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. 

SWISS CHEESE .............................$449
lb

lb
$489

WHOLE EYE ROUND

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

2/$9

$929
lb

BEEF RIB EYE
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

 Wednesday Night
5-6:30 p.m. ~ weather permitting

Smoked BBQ Dinner
6:30pm

Bar Bingo
$1 per ticket ~ Winner takes all

7 Days A Week  

Queen of Hearts 
Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

We at the American Legion 325 
want to wish everyone 

a safe and happy summer 
and we hope to see you all soon!

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC!
Floyd Patterson

Friday, September 18th ~ 6-9 pm
All are welcome!

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Sat., Aug. 16
Jimmy McArdle 
& Jerry Murphy

2-5pm

Sat., 
Aug. 8
Eagle
Eyes

Sat., 
Aug. 15

Dee
ReillyYou Can Build Your Own Grilled Cheese!

Breakfast, Lunch & Specials
Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

178 Federal St.
Belchertown
(413) 323-6175

theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

some teens that would really 
love to come to some of my 
afternoon programming but, 
due to school schedules and 
after-school activities, they just 
aren’t able to.”

Roberts stated the unusu-
al craft nights were a way to 
“reach more teens” while be-
ing conscientious of varying 
schedules, as well as offering 
different options to community 
adolescents.  According to the 
program coordinator, the pro-
gram’s intent is to draw more 
attention to the local library.

“Teen craft night is usually 
a messy craft,” Roberts said.  

“Not always, but pretty fre-
quently.  I tell the kids not to 
wear nice clothing.”

Roberts was unsure if the 
scheduled event would take 
place due to inclement weath-
er.  However, despite overcast 
skies, a healthy sample of stu-
dents braved the uncertain out-
doors to scribble original art on 
provided materials, doused the 
artwork with rubbing alcohol 
and set ablaze their creations.

“You take your tiles and 
then you color them with 
Sharpie,” Roberts said as she 
walked through the process.  
“Whatever design you’re inter-
ested in....as the rubbing alco-
hol burns away, it creates really 

neat designs.”
A water bucket was strate-

gically positioned on campus 
as an emergency measure.  
However, as teens enjoyed the 
fiery festivities, there was little 
cause for alarm.  Roberts men-
tioned she gathered crafting 
inspiration from Pinterest, as 
there are “many” ideas avail-
able she can then tweak for the 
program.

“The summer is very busy 
at the library with our pro-
gramming,” Roberts said as 
she recalled a previous event 
which normally wouldn’t be 
associated with library ac-
tivities.  “Yesterday I had an 
escape room that was really 

popular and a lot of fun.  Any 
librarian is welcome to take 
my ideas.”

An additional popular 
activity was an event she de-
scribed as “Snacktornoon,” 
a program which instructs 
students proper kitchen skills 
through practical knife skills 
and increasing familiarity with 
cooking appliances.  At the end 
of the session, the student will 
have learned how to make a 
snack they can then reproduce 
at home “regardless of their 
economic status.”

“I am very happy to high-
light the importance of teen ac-
cessibility and library usage,” 
Roberts said. 

ART from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY – Due 
to a recent resignation on 
the Board of Assessors, the 
elected body has a vacancy 
which needs filling. 

The Town of South Had-
ley is proceeding to address 
that vacancy immediately. 
This process is consistent 
and within MGL Chapter 
41, Subsections 10, 11 and 
other applicable policies or 
regulations.

All parties interested in 
applying for the position are 
asked to submit a letter of 
interest to Executive Assis-
tant to Administration Kris-
tin Maher via email at kma-
her@southhadleyma.gov or 
through the mail to: Select-
board Office, 116 Main St., 
South Hadley, MA, 01075. 
Applicants may submit a re-
sume but it is not required.

Letters of interest and 
any additional documents 
must be received by 4:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
20. Once received by Se-

lectboard administration, a 
complete packet for each 
candidate’s submission will 
be made publicly available.

The chairs of the Board 
of Assessors and Selectboard 
will decide on a suitable date 
to have a joint meeting of re-
maining Board of Assessors 
members and members of 
the Selectboard to conduct 
interviews. Board members 
will make an appointment 
at the public meeting sched-
uled for the interviews or 
a subsequent public joint 
meeting. 

Applicants will not be 
required to be interviewed 
if they choose not to be, but 
still may be considered. The 
joint committee, by way of 
nomination and subsequent 
vote to appoint, will fill the 
vacancy on the South Had-
ley Board of Assessors for 
a term from the date of ap-
pointment to the next annual 
town election, scheduled for 
April 2027. 

Opening for seat on 
Board of Assessors

SOUTH HADLEY – A 
Study Group, consisting of 
South Hadley residents, for-
mer and current personnel, 
and governance leaders from 
Fire and Water Districts 1 and 
2 has been meeting over the 
past two months. The group 
has reviewed previous merg-
er study reports, conducted a 
SWOT Analysis (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
and Threats) based on current 
operations and a potential 
merger, and is embarking on 
developing a business plan 
“mock-up” of what a South 
Hadley merger might look 
like. In addition, the group is 
seeking best practices devel-
oped by other Massachusetts 

municipalities that have con-
ducted mergers.

The South Hadley Fire 
and Water Study Group 
was organized in response 
to current town budgetary 
challenges and a town-wide 
2024 non-binding referen-
dum that favored exploring 
a merger. Meetings are open 
to the public. An upcoming 
meeting will be held Aug. 
26 at 6 p.m. at the South 
Hadley Public Library.  The 
Study Group will continue to 
provide ongoing updates of 
their work.  For more infor-
mation, contact Study Group 
Chair, Christine Phillips, 
caphill33@gmail.com, 413-
531-1063.

Fire and Water study 
group offers update

HOLYOKE – The Taber 
Art Gallery at Holyoke Com-
munity College will present 
“Constellations,” an exhibi-
tion of alumni artwork from 
the HCC Permanent Collec-
tion, Aug. 3-21, with a recep-
tion Aug. 6, from 5-7 p.m.

The show features paint-
ings by HCC alumni art-
ists from class years 1974 
through 2021. 

“In naming the show 
“Constellations,” we were 
thinking about the relation-
ships that students build with 
their peers and with the com-
munity here at HCC, and how 
those relationships continue 
to connect us, even after they 
have moved on,” said gallery 

director Rachel Rushing.
The artwork was pro-

duced by alumni after they 
had graduated from HCC, 
with the pieces subsequently 
purchased by the college and 
added to its permanent col-
lection, which numbers about 
400 works. 

HCC celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of the Taber Art 
Gallery in 2025, and it’s been 
24 years since the last HCC 
alumni art show, although 
alumni artists have been part 
of individual and other group 
shows over the years. 

“Every artist in this show 
left our campus as an indi-
vidual star, but ‘Constella-
tions’ is about the lines we 

draw between them, showing 
how our alumni network be-
comes something bigger than 
any one of us,” said Natalia 
Castagno, HCC assistant di-
rector of alumni relations. 
“Fittingly, this exhibit opens 
in the season of Leo, the lion 
– HCC’s mascot is another 
feline, a cougar – watching 
over the sky that connects 
them all.” 

The Taber Art Gallery, 
located off the lobby of the 
HCC Library on the second 
floor of the HCC Donahue 
Building, is free and open to 
the public Monday through 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
during regular school ses-
sions.

HCC gallery presenting exhibit 
‘Constellations’ alumni art show

The latest exhibit at the HCC art gallery is “Constellations.”	 Submitted photo

NAMI 
offering 
education 
program

HOLYOKE – NAMI 
Western Massachusetts is 
pleased to offer their NAMI 
Family-to-Family Education 
Program in person, starting 
Tuesday, Sept. 15, from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. in Greenfield.
What is the NAMI Fami-

ly-to-Family 
Education Program?
NAMI Family-to-Family 

is a free, 8-session educational 
program for family, significant 
others, and friends of people 
with mental health condi-
tions. It is a designated evi-
denced-based program. This 
means that research shows 
that the program significantly 
improves the coping and prob-
lem-solving abilities of the 
people closest to a person with 
a mental health condition.

NAMI Family-to-Fami-
ly is taught by NAMI-trained 
family members who have 
been there and includes pre-
sentations, discussions, and 
interactive exercises.

SOUTH HADLEY – 
The South Hadley Cultural 
Council wants to hear from 
residents. The council seeks 
input to develop communi-
ty priorities. Your response 
will influence guideline for 
grants for future local cultur-
al programs. To take the sur-
vey, go to https://tinyurl.com/
shcc-survey.

Please fill out 
survey for 
Cultural Council



TOWNTOWN  ReminderReminder Page 3August 7, 2026

Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call today for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

Our
Own Fresh 
Peaches
Are Here!

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm • Sun. 8am-6pm
Our Own: Beans, Blueberries, Carrots, Corn, 

Dill, Radishes, Peaches, Tomatoes, 
Yellow & Green Squashes, 

Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, 
Beets & Cucumbers

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Applications are now being 
accepted for projects that 
rehabilitate or redevelop 
blighted, abandoned, vacant 
or underutilized properties 
in the Falls. Priority projects 
include multifamily build-
ings, commercial buildings, 
and mixed-use buildings. 
Program guidelines:  https://
southhadley.org/Document-
Center/View/15218/Falls-
Redevelopment-Fund---
Guidelines--Application

Applications are being 
accepted on a rolling basis 
and funding will be provided 
on a first-come-first served 
basis for eligible projects. 
Total funding available is 
$50,000. Additional techni-
cal assistance will be provid-
ed to align eligible projects 
with additional funding to 
achieve program objectives.

For more information 
contact: acapra@southhad-
leyma.gov

Redevelopment funding 
grant applications available

AMHERST – Today, the 
Municipal Police Training 
Committee (MPTC) Exec-
utive Director Colonel Rick 
Rathbun (Ret.) and Holyoke 
Academy Director Michele I. 
Lyons announced the gradua-
tion of 46 police officers from 
the MPTC Holyoke Police 
Academy’s 6th Recruit Offi-
cer Course (ROC). The grad-
uates successfully completed 
over 20 weeks of intensive, 
standardized training in all 
aspects of law enforcement 
and will now serve as full-
time officers representing 21 
police agencies across Mas-
sachusetts. 

“These graduates have 
completed a demanding pro-
gram that combines founda-
tional law enforcement skills 
with modern training meth-
ods, and a strong emphasis on 

professionalism and public 
trust.” said MPTC Executive 
Director Colonel Rick Rath-
bun (Ret.). “The successful 
completion of this academy 
reflects not only their deter-
mination and resilience, but 
also their commitment to life-
long learning and excellence 
in service. We are proud to 
celebrate their achievements 
and wish them continued suc-
cess as they begin their ca-
reers in public safety.”

In a graduation ceremony 
at the University of Massa-
chusetts Amherst Campus 
earlier today, members of the 
6th ROC took an oath and 
received their badges for ser-
vice. The new officers repre-
sented several police depart-
ments and agencies, including 
Amherst, Belchertown, Chi-
copee, Gardner, Grafton, 

Holyoke, Lee, Littleton, 
Longmeadow, Northampton, 
Orange, Pittsfield, South Had-
ley, Sunderland, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, West 
Springfield, Westfield, West-
field State University, Wil-
braham, Williamsburg, and 
Winchendon. They join over 
50 officers who have gradu-
ated from MPTC Operated 
Academies in training year 
2026-2027.

As part of the MPTC’s 
commitment to academic ex-
cellence and world-class po-
lice training, the Recruit Of-
ficer Course (ROC) provides 
over 800 hours of course cur-
riculum designed to prepare 
student officers for the safe 
and effective performance of 
their duties. In keeping with 
mandates established by the 
landmark 2020 police reform 

law, the MPTC curriculum in-
cludes de-escalation training 
based on new use-of-force 
policies and regulations. Stu-
dent officers also receive uni-
form training based on best 
practices related to essential 
modern-day policing needs, 
including effective communi-
cation skills, victim-centered 
and trauma-informed incident 
response, missing persons 
and human trafficking inves-
tigations, mental health-relat-
ed emergency response, ac-
tive shooter and hostile event 
response, patrol duties, and 
officer safety and wellness.

Upon successful comple-
tion of the Academy, student 
officers have met all training 
requirements to be eligible 
for Peace Officer Standards 
and Training (POST) Com-
mission certification.

MPTC Police Academy graduates latest class

SOUTH HADLEY – Vote 
early by mail in all 2026 elec-
tions. No excuse is required. 
Applications will be mailed 
45 days before each state-
wide election. Sign it and 
mail it back. Choosing “all 

elections” covers you for all 
of 2026. Primaries: Choose 
your party ballot if unen-
rolled. The deadline for the 
state primary/special town 
election is Aug. 25 at 5 p.m.

Mail voting postcards available
WARE – Ware Grange is 

holding a Barbecue Dinner at 
the Fair on Saturday, Aug. 29 
at 4 p.m. The menu includes 
pulled pork, chicken, brisket, 
baked beans, coleslaw, corn-
bread, drink, and dessert for 

$25. Eat outside under the 
tent or take out is available. 
Reservations are required. 
Please call 413-284-1135 
or email waregrange164@
gmail.com to make your res-
ervations for the barbecue. 

Ware Grange hosting barbecue dinner

WARE – The Ware Grange Fair program books 
are here. Plan your exhibits by checking out the cat-
egories of exhibits in the fair program book. Books 
are available online at waregrange.org or to receive 
a book by mail call 413-284-1135 or email ware-
grange164@gmail.com. Exhibitors may enter in 
a variety of categories including vegetables, fruits, 
eggs, cut flowers, baked goods, fancywork, arts and 
crafts, and photography. Plan your exhibits now for 
the fair which takes place Aug. 28 and 29. See the 
Ware Grange website for schedule and details. 

Grange Fair book 
program coming up
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
My wife is 66 (born 

February 1960) and 
started taking Social Se-
curity retirement benefits 
just over one year ago at 
age 65. 

She was a stay-at-
home Mom for most of 
her adult life. I turned 
62 this past March and 
received my first SS pay-
ment recently for a May 
2026 start. We are sched-
uled to meet with SSA in 
late July to initiate spou-
sal benefits because my 
wife’s current benefits are 
less than 50% of mine. 

We also have an adult 
disabled son, who re-
ceives Supplemental Se-
curity Income and Social 
Security benefits (this 
split in benefit sources 
happened after my wife 
filed - that whole process 
was confusing and we 
don’t understand it). 

My question relates 
to spousal benefits (I was 
a career finance person 
but don’t completely un-
derstand these rules). We 
were going to file in July 
but is there any benefit 
to waiting until she turns 
67? And will her 50% 
benefit be 50% of my low-
er benefit due to my filing 
at 62 or is that based on 
another amount? 

Signed: 
Confused Finance Guy 

Dear Confused: 
First, be aware that 

your wife’s spousal ben-
efit will be based on her 
age when she claims it, 
and half of your Full Re-
tirement Age, (although 
you claimed at 62, her 
benefit as your spouse 
will still be based on your 
FRA entitlement). 

Because she claimed 
her SS retirement at 65, 
your wife will not get 
50% of your FRA enti-
tlement; rather she will 
get her own reduced SS 
retirement benefit (which 
was reduced by about 
13% from her FRA enti-
tlement) plus a “spousal 
boost.” The amount of 
that “boost” will be the 
difference between her 
own FRA entitlement 
and half of your FRA en-
titlement, but that boost 
amount will also be re-
duced because she will be 
claiming in July before 
her FRA.   

Your wife will reach 
her FRA in February 
2027, so by claiming her 
spousal boost in July her 
boost amount will be re-
duced by about 5% and 
the “boost” will be add-
ed to her already reduced 
SS retirement about. The 
result will be your wife’s 
benefit as your spouse 
will be less than 50% of 
your FRA entitlement.  
And, FYI, your wife will 
be automatically deemed 
to be filing for her spou-
sal benefit, she will not be 
able to defer claiming it. 

As your son is now 
collecting SS benefits 
based on your wife’s 
personal SS record, you 
should ask Social Secu-
rity to switch him over to 

payments based on your 
record because you have 
the higher SS benefit.  

FYI, because your son 
is now receiving Supple-
mental Security Income, 
the SS disability benefit 
he receives will offset 
by his SSI benefit, and 
the payment amount will 
consist of two sources - 
SSI and SSDI. Neverthe-
less, he cannot get more 
than 50% of your SS re-
tirement amount and will 
likely be affected by the 
Family Maximum, which 
may further reduce his 
SSDI entitlement. 

Your wife’s benefit as 
your spouse will also be 
affected by the “Family 
Maximum,” which limits 
how much can be paid on 
any one person’s SS re-
cord (on your SS record). 

That also means that 
your wife will not get a 
full 50% of your FRA en-
titlement; rather she will 
get less because the fam-
ily maximum limits how 
much all your dependents 
can receive to somewhere 
between 50% and 88% of 
your FRA benefit amount 
(after subtracting your 
own SS entitlement). 

That also means that 
your son’s SS payment, 
as well as your wife’s SS 
payment as your spouse, 
will be reduced to less 
than 50% of your FRA 
entitlement. SSA will be 
able to guide you through 
the Family Maximum 
calculations for both your 
son and your wife when 
you meet.  

To recap all of this: 
a) your wife will be au-
tomatically deemed to be 
filing for her spousal ben-
efit; she cannot delay until 
her FRA.  b) her amount 
as your spouse will be 
less than 50% of your SS 
FRA entitlement. And c) 
both your wife’s and your 
son’s SS benefit will like-
ly be also affected by the 
Family Maximum and, 
thus, be less than half of 
your FRA entitlement. 

Nevertheless, it was 
likely the right decision 
to claim as you have, con-
sidering that your son and 
wife have been receiving 
SS benefits for some time 
now, and both will con-
tinue to receive more as 
your dependents. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Every year when we 
head off to the Cape, 
the “yard” talk be-

comes privets, and bunnies, 
but that is a whole other col-
umn.  

When we visited in June, 
the privets where we 
stay had been cut way 
back in an effort to 
reduce height and 
width. This trip, I 
noticed those cuts 
had grown back 
nicely, achieving the 
desired results. 

Read on while we 
revisit a column from the 
archives on pruning hedges.  

A living hedge offers 
multi-seasonal interest. A 
number of shrubs suited for 
hedges flower or have appeal-
ing fall leaf color.  

Others are evergreen and 
fulfill the “need for green” 
even in the offseason.  

Some make great homes 
for wildlife, and others are 
the perfect backdrop for our 
holiday decorations.  

Whatever the case, a 
hedge doesn’t have to be old 
and overgrown to require 
your attention. Perhaps it is 
a little misshapen, or too tall 
and gangly.  Maybe it has lots 
of dead wood. 

Anyway, there is no time 
like the present to get out the 
loppers and hand clippers and 
do some pruning.

Old and overgrown 
Hedges that fall into this 

category should be rejuve-
nated over the course of three 
years. The general rule of 
thumb is to remove no more 
than one-third of a shrub’s 
mass at one time.  

Working from the interior 
of each plant, cut out the old-
est stems first to ground level. 
Fresh new growth will fill in 
the gaps.  

Repeat in years two and 

three, until all the old wood 
has been pruned away. If you 
prune more drastically than 
recommended, there will be 
less leaf power for photosyn-
t h e s i s , and vigor may 

be reduced; curb your impa-
tience and stick to the three 
year rule.

Misshapen 
Hedges can sometimes be 

disproportionate and appear 
top or bottom-heavy. Prop-
er pruning can alleviate this 
problems.  

Before horticulture col-
lege, it never occurred to me 
that I could determine the 
direction in which my shrub 
will grow based on the prun-
ing cuts I make.  I used to 
think I was merely shortening 
stems!  

Grab a branch and exam-
ine the buds closely.  Some 
point inward while others 
point out. Voilà!   

For a top-heavy shrub 
make cuts at inward facing 
buds on the upper section- 
this will curb outward facing 
growth. On the lower portion 
make your cuts at buds fac-
ing out to encourage outer 
branching.  

Best cuts are made on a 45 
degree angle just after the bud 
of choice. Try this pruning 
method on privet.

Too tall and gangly   
Hedges that are tall and 

thin need more than just “a lit-
tle off the top.” Here you will 
employ pruning strategies 

that you’ve already learned.  
Cut deep into the plant to 

bring down its height, then 
prune the sides of the shrub 
to outward facing buds to en-
courage a wider hedge.  

This technique works es-
pecially well with hedges 
comprised of Rose of Sha-

ron.
Lots of dead wood 

The quickest way 
to prune a hedge has 
always been to employ 

shears or electric trim-
mers and simply remove new 
growth each season. Unfor-
tunately this method makes 
for lots of green leaves at the 
plant’s tips but for very little 
on the interior of the shrub.  

If you should decide you 
want to reduce the overall 
size of the hedge you will be 
in for trouble – all that will 
be visible is dead wood. Start 
making “windows” now by 
cutting out large stems back 
to main branches.  

Light will penetrate inside 
the plant spawning lots of 
fresh green growth.  Eventu-
ally you will be able to cut the 
hedge back to that point. The 
three year, one-third rule that 
I spoke of earlier should ap-
ply here as well.  

Boxwood and yews ben-
efit from this type of rejuve-
nation.

Kudos to the privet prun-
er; you did well!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

Privet pruning leads to instruction

Dear Editor:
I support the question on 

the September 1 ballot ask-
ing South Hadley voters to 
approve a $3.5M override to 
Proposition 2 ½. 

Like most people, I don’t 
enjoy paying taxes, and like 
most retirees, my spouse and 
I live on a fixed monthly in-
come.  But I view property 
taxes much as I view money 
we put aside for home main-
tenance or for savings: like 
those things that ensure a sta-
ble home life, taxes are invest-
ments that secure the kind of 
community where we want to 
live, where our various insti-
tutions (e.g., schools, public 
works, public safety, senior 
services) are strong and sup-
portive—a place we’re proud 
to call home.

I went on the Town’s 
web page that explains the 
override, using the calcula-
tor there to better understand 
what the costs would be to us 
for a $3.5M addition to our 
tax levy. The assessed value 

of our home is about $80,000 
above the average assessment 
in town, and the cost of a 
$3.5M override for us would 
be an extra $675.09 per year. 

That isn’t peanuts, but it 
amounts to ~$1.85 per day. 
For the average home as-
sessment in South Hadley 
of $417,105, that amount is 
$1.53.

There are several ways I 
could spend $1.85 per day. 
I could save it up and every 
3.5 days, buy my favorite iced 
beverage at Dunkin. At my 
age and income level, short-
term Treasury notes, bonds, 
savings accounts or CDs 
now make the most sense as 
investments, so I could use 
that $1.85 to earn about $24 
per year given 3-4% annual 
returns.

Of course, it’s not possi-
ble to calculate in dollars how 
much our investment in South 
Hadley of $1.85 per day will 
get my spouse and me. We 
don’t have kids in the schools, 
our road isn’t maintained by 

the Town, and we’ve yet to 
call on the police or fire de-
partment for help. But we 
value a community where 
amateur theater productions 
and after-school sports are 
available for students, where 
a lively Senior Center offers 
transportation for those who 
need it along with hearing 
aid clinics and classes to help 
keep older adults healthy and 
engaged, where a hard-work-
ing Public Works department 
does all in its power to keep 
our streets clean and plowed 
and safe for traffic, where a 
beautiful public library keeps 
us connected to the wide 
world beyond—and where 
property values don’t take a 
nose dive in the absence of 
those things. 

 A “Yes” vote on Sep-
tember 1 won’t solve all our 
financial problems, but it will 
help us to maintain our cur-
rent level of services over the 
next three years.

Susan Newton
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When should my wife file 
for spouse benefits?

Support Override on Sept. 1
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FRIDAYFlashbackFlashback

August 19, 2022

CALL TODAY! 
Bobbi 413-467-2596

www.alphabetsoupdaycare.com

Alphabet Soup Alphabet Soup 
Childcare CenterChildcare Center

166 West State Street 
(Rt. 202) Granby

Alphabet Soup Preschool. Alphabet Soup Preschool. 
Plus of GranbyPlus of Granby

57 Taylor Street, Granby

Alphabet Soup Alphabet Soup Preschool. Preschool. 
Plus of South HadleyPlus of South Hadley

5 Ferry Street, South Hadley

Alphabet SoupAlphabet Soup
T H R E E L  O  C  A  T  I  O  N  S

Offering Infant to Preschool
Care & Summer Programs

Veteran 
describes 
humanitarian 
aid mission

Scott Hiorns 
with two other 
volunteers 
as they help 
at the Polish 
border.

Supporting 
Ukraine

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

South Hadley Public Library
2 Canal Street. South Hadley • shadleylib.org • 413-538-5045

AUGUST EVENTS

Pokemon Go Walk! 
Saturday, August 15 at Noon

Come enjoy a walk with your phone and fellow trainers! 
All ages welcome. Children must be accompanied by an adult! 
Please register in the Lobby fifteen minutes before the event. 

At the South Hadley Public Library, 2 Canal Street, South Hadley, MA 01075. 
Bring your phone and wear good walking shoes!

Talk to a 9/11 NYC Fireman
Wed. September 2 at 6 p.m. • QUESTIONS by Mon., August 24

Do you have questions for a retired New York City Firefighter from 9/11? 
Now is the opportunity to have it answered! 

On Wed., September 2 at 6 pm FDNY First Responder Joseph T. Bonanno will be speaking, 
via Zoom, to the South Hadley Library, Senior Center and High School. 

Due to the size of the event we will need to have questions from the public beforehand. 
Please submit your questions at the link on the 

South Hadley Public Library Website: shadleylib.org by Monday, August 24. 
You are welcome to call 413-538-5045 

and ask for Desi if you have other questions about the event.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

mowicz and Schilling would 
be able to work together and 
“provide her with adminis-
trative rights” to perform the 
necessary updates.

“I also want to get Jenny 
and Walton together so they 
can work as a pair,” Aponte 
said.  “Once this phase one 
is over, then I’ll probably be 
coming back to the board 
with phase two, which is 
what I’ll call general upkeep 
and maintenance.”

Aponte mentioned the 
Board could hire someone 
to do the necessary website 
maintenance and mentioned 
they could either do it so the 
website is “centralized” or 
make it so each department 
would be responsible for their 
own section.  He stressed the 

decision was up for the Board 
to decide.

“The problem was the 
people we had in place 
managing the process were 
not effective,” Select Board 
member Mark Bail said.  “As 
a consequence, we ended up 
something substandard.”

“Yeah,” Aponte said.  
“And we’re paying the price 
now.”

Questions stemmed 
around the logistics of train-
ing municipal employees to 
maintain website contents. 
Discussions circled around 
the possibility of offering 
webinars, online videos or 
face-to-face hands-on train-
ing.  Aponte stated he would 
conduct department head 
meetings starting in Septem-
ber regarding the decision.

Police Chief Kevin O’ 

Grady highlighted the web-
site’s importance, as the pag-
es were “technically public 
records.”  

Select Board Clerk Jeffrey 
Lawson asked if they wrote a 
contract for Hajdamowicz 
to finalize the project agree-
ment.  Aponte reported she 
was “going to be take a look” 
and would “start to formulate 
a game plan” after their initial 
meeting.  The town adminis-
trator also said he’d prefer it 
if the board offered her a “flat 
rate” to ensure she took her 
time performing the neces-
sary updates.

“As long as I say ‘if you 
can have it done by such and 
such a date,’ then she can 
do it as she sees fit,” Apon-
te said.  “But if she prefers 
hourly, I mean, I’ll still make 
that work as well.”

WEBSITE from page 1

BELCHERTOWN – This 
Saturday, Aug. 8 (rain date: 
Aug. 9), our Town Common 
will begin filling up with 
vintage classic automobiles, 
trucks, and motorcycles start-
ing at 9 a.m.

Public viewing (free to 
spectators) and judging take 
place until 1 p.m., at which 
time raffle winners for the 
dozens of prizes being given 
away will be announced, fol-
lowed by the presentation of 
25 laser-engraved trophies to 
the best-of-the-best vehicle 
entries that day. Don’t forget 

to get in on the 50/50 Raffle 
as well. It’s your chance to 
walk away with hundreds of 
dollars in your pocket.

Plenty of food will be 
served up, including our 
monthly meatball grinder, 
burgers, cheeseburgers, hot 
dogs, French fries, and soft 
drinks. Free coffee and do-
nuts will be available in the 
earlier hours of the show, so 
stop on in---and while you’re 
at it, grab a sheet of raffle 
tickets for our Chinese auc-
tion!

Our annual car show has 

quickly become one of our 
club’s biggest fundraisers---
only made possible through 
the greatly appreciated sup-
port of our townspeople and 
local businesses.  Please come 
out and join us for the day 
with the entire family, grab a 
bite to eat, try your luck at our 
raffle table, and take a stroll 
down Memory Lane as you 
take in the views of some of 
the finest classic vehicles in 
the Northeast. All proceeds 
from this event will be dis-
tributed to our local charities 
and civic organizations.

The Lions Club will host a car show in Belchertown for the third time.

Lions Club’s 3rd Annual Cruisin’ 
the Common Memorial Car Show

There will be many raffle prizes at this year’s show. 	 Submitted photos

GRANBY – Book  lov-
ers. Bargain Hunters.  The 
Friends of the Granby Free 
Public Library will host 
their annual Month-Long 
Fall  Book  Sale  during the 
month of September in the 
Community Room of the 
Library. You will be able 
to choose from a large as-
sortment of used and like-
new  hardcover, paper-
back  books, teen  books  and 
children’s  books, along with 

a selection of CDs, DVDs, 
video games and audiobooks.  
The sale will run during reg-
ular library hours from Sept. 
1 to 30. 

Starting Aug. 1, the Li-
brary will be accepting do-
nations of hardcover and 
paperback  books, DVDs, 
music CDs, playable video 
games, and audiobooks in 
good condition acceptable 
for resale.   The library does 
not accept donations of: Text-

books, encyclopedias, dic-
tionaries, thesauri, Reader’s 
Digest  books, or  books  with 
smoke, mold, mildew, or wa-
ter damage.  Donations are 
accepted at the library during 
open hours. Please do not 
leave donated  books  outside 
the library or in our book re-
turn. Donations accepted 
until Aug. 27. Thank you for 
your support! The library is 
located at 297 E State St in 
Granby MA 01033.

Granby library set for fall book sale

GRANBY – Road resur-
facing on Chicopee St. be-
tween School St. and Carver 
St. Work will commence the 

week of Aug. 18.  Please seek 
alternate routes if possible. 
Roadway detours and/or clo-
sures are anticipated.

Residents may experience 
short-term inconvenience/de-
lays due to construction op-
erations. 

Chicopee Street to receive roadwork
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SPORTS
Rams power their   
   way to finals

 GRANBY – The 
Granby B girls summer 
soccer team defeated the 
Falcons 6-0 in the quar-
terfinals of the PVSSL B 
Division playoffs, then 
scored a win over Fron-
tier in the semifinals 
held last Thursday. The 
Rams participated in the 
division finals last Satur-
day. Highlights from that 
matchup will be in next 
week’s edition.

Margaret 
Healey eyes 
an open 
teammate.

McKenna Zumbruski makes her way up the field. 	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

McKenna Cudworth tries to separate the defense. Sophia Press sends a pass away.

SOUTH HADLEY – In last 
week’s PVSSL summer playoffs, 
the CF Arbor Men’s soccer team, 
which was the No. 4 seed in the 
playoffs, was able to advance into 
the semifinals and took on Mt. Car-
mel, which defeated CF by a score 
a 2-0, ending CF Arbor’s chances 
of reaching the championship game 
this year. Mt. Carmel would capture 
this year’s men’s championship.

CF Arbor reaches 
semifinals

Turley photos by David Henry www.
sweetdogphotos.com

Ryan Sunshine socks a 
free kick away.

Owen 
Dieterle 
heads up 
the field.

Troy Remillard outplays an opponent for the ball. Tyler Lewis advances up 
the field.

Landry Kwawu goes to meet up with a 
loose ball.

WILBRAHAM – The regu-
lar season has concluded for the 
Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, one of several adult 
baseball leagues that plays in 

the region. This year, with 
play concluding this past 
Sunday, the Angels were 
able to finish the regular 
season with the top re-

cord, going 11-4. The An-
gels matched the Twins with 

the same record, but won two 
out of three head-to-head for the 
tiebreaker advantage in the play-
offs. The Orioles finished third 
and the Cubs overcame the A’s 
by tiebreaker for the final of four 
playoff spots. The semifinals for 
the league are set for this Sun-
day at Spec Pond in Wilbraham. 
In the first matchup, the No. 2 
Twins host the No. 3 Orioles at 
2:30 p.m. Then, the top-seed-
ed Angels face No. 4 Cubs at 6 
p.m. The championship game 
will be held on Sunday, Aug. 
16 at Spec Pond at 3 p.m.

Valley Wheel regular 
season concludes

Nate Woodland makes a 
catch for the A’s during 
regular season action in 
the Valley Wheel league.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Sam Ribeiro takes a swing.

Mike Burgos pitches in a game for the Orioles on July 26.

Ken Schubert heads into second base.

Please see MORE 
PHOTOS, page 7
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Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Contact Paige at PLawor@turley.com or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

Adam Strain fields a grounder.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Pitcher Mike Bielen fires to the plate.

MORE PHOTOS
 from page 6

SANFORD – The Valley 
Blue Sox (0-1 postseason) 
dropped Game 1 of their 
first-round NECBL playoff 
series against the Sanford 
Mainers (1-0 postseason), 
5-2. This marks the first time 
that the Blue Sox have lost to 
the Mainers this season, as 
Valley won the two previous 
outings. 

The first inning remained 
scoreless for both teams, but 
the Mainers got themselves 
on the board in the second. 
Nater Watcher (UConn) 
hit a 2-run home run out to 
left field with Steven Kraus 
(Binghamton) on base to give 
Sanford an early 2-0 lead. 

Valley, however, was able 
to tie the game back up short-
ly in the fourth after Mainers’ 
pitcher Andrew Middleton 
(Maryland) had a lackluster 
inning, allowing 2 runs and 
3 hits. 

Nick Spaventa (UPenn) 
got the first run to score 
when he singled to the short-
stop, who made an error, 
which allowed Esteban Gar-
cia (Boston College) to score 
and Spaventa to advance to 
second. 

Anthony Tirado (Penn 
State) then hit a sacrifice fly 
to right-center, letting Spav-
enta make his way around the 
bases to tie the game 2-2.

While it seemed like it 
was panning out to be a close 

game, Sanford broke things 
open in the sixth. Kraus was 
up to bat with the bases load-
ed when he singled to third 
base, sending Albert De La 
Rosa (Maine) and Brian Con-
nolly (Rhode Island) home to 
score, breaking the tie 4-2. 

The Blue Sox loaded 
up the bases once again for 
Sanford, but it was Valley 
who sent the run home for 
the Mainers when Michael 
Goodman (UMass) hit Bren-
nan Staubley (Elon) with a 
pitch, forcing in the fifth tally 
for the Mainers. 

While the Blue Sox still 
had plenty of time to mount 
an offense, the Mainers’ 
pitching staff locked it down, 
retiring batters in order over 
the final three innings. 

“You got to tip your cap 
when [Sanford’s pitching] 
does their job,” said head 
coach John Raiola postgame. 
“We had some tough at-bats; 
it’s tough to string a bunch 
of hits together against guys 
like that.”

Though it was not the re-
sult the Blue Sox were look-
ing for, Raiola still has full 
confidence in his team’s abil-
ity to win Game 2.

“The fun thing about get-
ting to this time of the year 
[is] it truly can be any ran-
dom person who puts one 
good swing on a ball that 
changes the game.”

Blue Sox fall in Game 1 
of first playoff series she receives from the com-

munity. Though she stated 
her family room “looks like 
a Staples” with the amount of 
material she’s collected from 
generous donors, she none-
theless loves what she does.

Adams mentioned the 
program filled 213 backpacks 
for the operation last year and 
though she voiced concerns 
for the upcoming fall, she re-
ported she is already getting 
phone calls, with word of 

mouth spreading throughout 
the food pantries in South 
Hadley and Granby.

“This year, with the econ-
omy being the way it is, I 
don’t know what my figure 
will be at the end of October,” 
Adams said.  “I don’t know 
what it will be.  Hopefully, I 
capture everybody.”

Despite concerns about 
what the fall will bring with 
rising costs, Adams remains 
stalwart in being the reliable 
helpful community figure 
she’s become.  She emphati-
cally stated she would “com-

mit herself to fill every back-
pack” to ensure no child is 
left behind in the fall.

“I don’t want someone, a 
family, sitting out there not 
knowing I’m available,” Ad-
ams said as she discussed pos-
sible figures for the upcoming 
school semester.  “I don’t turn 
away anybody.  I don’t know 
what this year will end up as, 
but whatever it is, I will take 
care of these children.”

The Chamber of Com-
merce will also recognize her 
at the Boathouse Restaurant 
in South Hadley on Aug. 12.  

Those looking for supplies 
may reach her at shopera-
tionbackpack@yahoo.com 
and several drop off locations 
exist around South Hadley.  
Drop off boxes are located 
at 74 Lamb Street, St. Pat’s 
Church at 30 Main Street, 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors on 30 Carew Street or 
at Newton Dental on 488 
Newton Street.  Those seek-
ing to donate to the project 
can write and send checks to 
Operation Backpack on 36 
Chestnut Hill Road, South 
Hadley 01075.

BACKPACK from page 1

inspired by her child’s feed-
back.

“It sounds kind of like a 
weird event, but my toddler 
and some of his friends are 
really excited to ride a bus,” 
Clymer said.  “So, it’s real-
ly geared for them and what 
they’re interested in.”

Interested participants 
will gather at the intersec-

tion of Newton Street and 
McKinley Avenue at 9:15 
a.m. in time for the 9:20 a.m. 
R29 bus.  The intention is 
to ride the bus up to Mount 
Holyoke and back to the 
original stop.

“It’s just a chance for 
the toddlers to sit on a bus,” 
Clymer said. “Which again, 
sounds weird to us, but they’re 
really excited about it.”

Clymer states she sources 
her event ideas from either 

speaking with her child or 
reaching out to the other par-
ents within the community.  
The second scheduled event 
taking place on August 23, 
named “BYO Bubbles,” was 
inspired by a fellow parent’s 
joke met at the local play-
ground.

“We were at the play-
ground with our kids and 
they were like ‘wouldn’t it be 
so funny if you did a BYOB 
event with bubbles?’” Clymer 

said. “So, that’s where that 
idea came from.”

 BYO Bubbles will start at 
9 a.m. on Aug. 23 at the Wood-
lawn Park Playground.  Those 
interested are advised to bring 
their favorite bubble solution, 
snacks and “other playground 
supplies.”  Parents wanting to 
join the community should 
join the South Hadley Family 
Meetups Facebook group to 
stay informed about upcom-
ing events.  

FACEBOOK from page 1

These strategies reduce 
electrical costs and can help 
to keep house temperatures 
lower. 

Additionally, switching 
fan directions in the windows 
during the day can also help 
keep temperatures down. 
Switch the fans to push out 
hot air during the day and 
pull in cool air at night.

Eversource also recom-
mended closing curtains on 
direct sunlight and turning 
off the air conditioning when 
no one is home.

Furthermore, regularly 
cleaning the AC filters im-
proves air flow and extends 
the life of the AC unit. 

It is also important to 
check that an AC unit is cor-
rectly draining any and all 
moisture. AC units remove 
moisture from the air as they 
work, and incorrect drainage 

can lead to leaks, mold and a 
broken AC. 

A simple way to prevent 
this is when installing a win-
dow AC unit, ensure that the 
unit is tilted backward slight-
ly. This ensures that the wa-
ter drips down and out, rather 
than into the room the AC 
was installed in. 

Furthermore, when in-
stalling the AC unit people 
should make sure that there 
is at least five feet of clear-
ance from walls, trees, hedg-
es or yard ornaments. 

If there is not enough 
clearance it can block airflow 
and reduce the efficacy of the 
unit. 

Another tip for keeping 
costs low, as suggested by 
Lisa Sullivan from Holyoke 
Gas and Electric, is sealing 
any air leaks in windows and 
doors to help keep all cool air 
in.

“Additionally, we encour-

age customers to consider in-
stalling a smart or program-
mable thermostat,” Sullivan 
said. 

Having a programmable 
thermostat allows people to 
turn up the temperatures in 
their home while they aren’t 
there, effectively cutting 
down energy costs. 

Moreover, when install-
ing a thermostat in a home, 
ensure that it is out of direct 
sunlight. Having the ther-
mostat in direct sunlight can 
lead to incorrect temperature 
readings, which then cause 
an increased energy output. 

The thermostat should 
also be kept away from win-
dows and doors, as drafts 
from those can also alter 
temperature readings. 

Additionally, many peo-
ple find themselves adding 
appliances in the summer to 
keep on top of the heat. 

Having multiple appli-

ances plugged in can cause 
safety concerns, including 
power surges or electrical 
fires. 

To avoid these problems, 
Sullivan recommended that 
people should avoid plugging 
multiple high-energy devices 
into the same outlet, inspect 
cords for damage before use, 
and follow manufacturer’s 
instructions for installing and 
operating devices.

“If breakers are frequent-
ly tripping, outlets feel warm, 
or lights flicker when equip-
ment is running, we recom-
mend contacting a qualified 
electrician to evaluate the 
home’s electrical system,” 
Sullivan said. 

HG&E also offers a surge 
protection program that will 
safeguard appliances. Peo-
ple can learn more about this 
at https://www.hged.com/
services/electric-service/
surge-protection.aspx/. 

ENERGY from page 1

Obituary 
Policy

Town Reminder

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England Forest 
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
AUGUST 8, 9am-2pm. 

Rain or shine. Indoor garage, household 
items, furniture, misc. items from contents 
of apartment. 

7 Longview Ave., Ware.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES LLC 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. Call John at (413)206-6509. MA 
License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL
BOB ROBILLARD’S 

RUBBISH REMOVAL 
Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, Pools/Hot 
Tubs Removed. Family owned/operated 
since 1950 .

 (413)537-5090
 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

2007 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 
SPORT EDITION.

195,500 miles, well maintained, clean. 
Vehicle has been in Texas most of its 
ownership. One family owned vehicle. 

Text 413-244-5336 for more info
or to be seen.

HUNTINGTON BOARD OF HEALTH 
is seeking a part-time Transfer Station at-
tendant. 16.33 per hour based on qualifi-
cations. Application and Job descrirption 
are available online at www.huntington.
us deadline is 8/18/2026. 

Town of Huntington is an
 Equal Opportunity Employee

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com 

Call:
 413-283-8393

Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/

classifieds

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

SOLDSOLD
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Bleated
  6. Snakelike fish
  9. Database management 

system
 13. Social evolution 

anthropologist Service
 14. American rocker Grohl
 15. Greek personification of 

compassion
 16. Negatives
 17. Rescued
 18. Self-immolation by fire 

ritual
 19. Assigns tasks
 21. Popular type of cigar
 22. Discounts
 23. The whole quantity
 24. New York Giants legend
 25. Indicates before
 28. Lentils
 29. Extremely angry
 31. Body part
 33. “North Star State”
 36. David __, US playwright

 38. Lower and raise one’s 
head

 39. Private rendezvous
 41. In a way, improved
 44. A place to play
 45. Astronomical period of 

18 years
 46. Automobile
 48. Something you can take
 49. A radio band
 51. Jaws of a voracious 

animal
 52. Short-billed rails
 54. Chinese province
 56. Shameless
 60. Horizontal passage from 

the surface into a mine
 61. Indian respectful titles
 62. Fail to entertain
 63. Dried-up
 64. Central Utah city
 65. Southern U.S.
 66. German river
 67. Necessary for breathing
 68. Put into play

CLUES DOWN
  1. Curved segment
  2. Wings
  3. Yellowish volatile liquid
  4. Makes less severe
  5. Debit note
  6. Overhang
  7. The nights before
  8. Type of light
  9. Lacking enthusiasm
 10. Tattle
 11. Some is “heavy”
 12. One who is canonized
 14. Indicates date and 

place of writing
 17. “Peace” in Arabic
 20. “Olaf” actor Josh
 21. Fragmented rock
 23. They __
 25. Advanced degree
 26. Backside
 27. Influential architect 

and design couple
 29. An act of undue 

intimacy

 30. Words from which 
later words are derived

 32. 10 meters
 34. Neither
 35. Fungal sacs
 37. The law of God 

revealed to Moses
 40. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
 42. A promise
 43. Challenges
 47. British Air Aces
 49. Large bank 
 50. Served as an omen
 52. Cavalry sword
 53. Vaccine developer
 55. Belgian WW2 

resistance leader Jules
 56. Italian Seaport
 57. Hip joint
 58. __ Clapton, musician
 59. Insect repellent
 61. Constrictor snake
 65 “The First State” 

(abbr.)

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HYBRID 
PUBLIC HEARING

Proposed Amendments to 
the Zoning Bylaw Regarding 

Agricultural Uses 
The South Hadley Planning 

Board will hold a hybrid public 
hearing on Monday, September 
14, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss 
proposing articles to Town Meet-
ing for the purpose of amending 
the Zoning Bylaw to repeal and 
replace § 255-25 “Agricultural, 
Horticultural and Floricultural 
Uses” with “Agricultural Uses 
Accessory to Residential Use”; 
repeal and replace § 255-26 
“Stables and Riding Academies” 
with “Commercial Agricultural 
Uses”; amend § 255-10 to insert 
new definitions related to agri-
cultural and related uses; amend 
§ 255-24 regarding Accessory 
Uses and Buildings; amend § 
255-41 regarding Outdoor Rec-
reation Facilities; and amend the 
Zoning Use Schedule as relevant. 
These amendments seek to ad-
dress inconsistencies within the 
Zoning Bylaw and ensure com-
pliance with agricultural use pro-
tections identified under MGL 
Chapter 40A, Section 3; along 
with other relevant amendments.

The public hearing will be 
held through hybrid format with 
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of 
the South Hadley Senior Center, 
45 Dayton Street South Hadley 
MA 01075. Virtual attendance 
will be hosted through the log-in 
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89989664296?pwd=
Fi6hkHiSrTiqQ4facFj9ZJ9
bSJsbjS.1

Or join by phone: +1 (309) 
205 3325 Webinar ID: 899 8966 
4296 Passcode: 281320

The current drafts of the pro-
posed bylaws and any accompa-
nying documentation can be found 
here: https://www.southhadley.
org/1318/ProposedDraft-Bylaws. 
Alternatively, hard-copies of the
documents can be viewed at the 
Planning & Conservation De-
partment Office (Room U6) in 
Town Hall. Any person interest-
ed in, or wishing to be heard, 
should appear/join the hearing at 
the time and in the manner des-
ignated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board

08/07, 08/14/2026

Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under

G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A 
Notice is hereby given by 

Hampshire Towing, 650 New 
Ludlow Rd., South Hadley, MA 
01075, pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L. C. 255, Section 39A, 
that a sealed bid auction OPEN 
TO  CLASS 2 & 3 LICENSED 
DEALERS ONLY with bids due 
Monday, August 24, 2026 at 8 
a.m. Inquiries can be made to 
Rich at 413-534-5373.

2001 Nissan Pathfinder
VIN: JN8DR09X91W560688
Martha Almanza
142 Prentice St
Springfield MA 01104
2004 Volvo VNL

VIN: 4V4NC9TJ34N364349 
Edrick Santos
135 Massasoit St., Apt 1
Springfield MA 01107

2023 ZNEN “Frigate” scooter
VIN: L5YTCKBD2P1131749 
Owner Unknown

2005 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGES16395H594289 
Carmen Santiago Rosario
34 Meadow St., Apt 40
Westfield MA 01085

2018 Jeep Compass
VIN: 3C4NJCAB2JT335320
Irene Kadate
29 Biella St., Apt 1
Springfield MA 01104

2001 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGES26761H559728 
Monica Gonzalez
18 Saab Ct., Apt 605
Springfield MA 01104

2010 Chrysler Town and Country
VIN: 2A4RR5D11AR228197
Ezekiel Gonzalez Morales
23 N. Summer St., Apt 2D
Holyoke MA 01040

2001 Toyota ECHO
VIN: JTDAT123410122368 Flor 
Platero Ramirez
320 Walnut St
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Chevrolet Impala 
VIN: 2G1WD57C891264797 
Eric Archambault
292 Pine St
Holyoke MA 01040

2006 Freightliner CST120
VIN: 1FUJBBCV76LW30390
Francisco Gonzalez
101 Wales Rd
Brimfield MA 01010

2010 Hyundai Genesis Coupe
VIN: KMHHU6KH6AU019929 
Philip Constantino
44 Cardinal Cir
Ludlow MA 01056

2006 Scion xA
VIN: JTKKT624860142830
Cristopher Lora
253 Essex St., Apt 8
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Ford Escape
VIN: 1FMCU03G89KA13201 
Tijuana Young
224 Quinnipiac Ave
New Haven CT 06513

2009 Hyundai ELANTRA
VIN: KMHDU46D49U753278
Isaiah Farnum
38 Bracewell Ave., Apt 3
North Adams MA 01247

2021 Kia K5
5XXG14J26MG022396 Kenisha 
Davis
216 Westover Dr., Apt 6E
Hattiesburg MS 39402

2010 Dodge Nitro
VIN: 1D4PU6GX7AW175114 
Kara Rogers
14 Lakewood Cir
Pittsfield MA 01201

2013 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCR3F89DA044940 
In White
5 Dogwood Ln
Pittsfield MA 01201

2018 Acura MDX
VIN: 5J8YD4H51JL007278 
Raymond Edward Bryant
PO Box 466
Weare NH 03281

2012 Kia Sportage
VIN: KNDPCCA26C7269056 
Stephen Ciepiela
163 Pine St
Dalton MA 01226

2011 Subaru Legacy
VIN: 4S3BMBC63B3261536 
Jose Mateo
8 Brown Ave
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Subaru Impreza
VIN: JF1GE61659H513383 
Jose Lopez
35 Wisteria St
Springfield MA 01119

2010 Mazda Mazda3
VIN: JM1BL1S66A1342684 
Kelvin Suarez
117 Melvin St
Chicopee MA 01013

2005 Audi A6
VIN: WAUDG74F15N080548 
Amillion Sanchez
767 Chicopee St., Apt 1
Chicopee MA 01013

2009 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCP267X9A125301
Jasmin Torres
19 Quirk Ave
Holyoke MA 01040

2010 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4BL2AP1AN473732
Jacqueline Sanchez
40 Woodside Ter., Apt 4
Springfield MA 01108

2013 Jeep Wrangler
VIN: 1C4AJWAG1DL591654 
Carmen Soto-Fontanez
26 Gardner Rd
Chicopee MA 01013

2009 Acura RDX
VIN: 5J8TB18289A003157 
Jarileemari Opio Bonilla
170 Hampshire St., Apt 3R
Holyoke MA 01040

2008 Hyundai TUCSON
VIN: KM8JN12D28U910423 
Sherley Cardona Ferrer
25 Laurence St
Springfield MA 01104

2012 Chevrolet Impala
VIN: 2G1WB5E38C1208147 
Anthony Bettencourt
190 Earle St., Apt 3E
New Bedford MA 02746

2008 Mercedes-Benz C-Class
VIN: WDDGF81X38F175512 
Kimberly Quinones
92 Rivers Ave., Apt 3
Chicopee MA 01013

2012 Audi A6 
VIN: WAUDFAFCXCN116611 
Junior Kernagham
107 Ashley Ave., Apt A
W. Springfield MA 01089

2014 Buick Encore
VIN: KL4CJHSB5EB602969 
Owner Unknown

2018 Ford Transit Connect
VIN: NM0LS7E79J1380809 
Nicholas Lentocha
27 Farmstead Ln
Glastonbury CT 06033

2006 Kia Sedona
VIN: KNDMB233366029639 
Heriberto Miranda Viera
142 Montague Rd
Leverett MA 01054

08/07, 08/14, 08/21/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY MASSACHUSETTS 
BOARD OF HEALTH SETS REGULATIONS FOR 

SECOND GENERATION ANTICOAGULANTS 
RODENTICIDES (SGAR’S) ON 

TOWN-OWNED/OPERATED PROPERTY  
Town of South Hadley regulations regarding Second Generation 

Anticoagulants Rodenticides (SGAR’s) on Town-Owned/-Operated 
Property were passed by the South Hadley Board of Health. Copies 
may be obtained at the Board of Health Office. 

Karen Walsh Pio, Chair / Charles Scott, Vice-Chair

08/07/2026

Veterans Day Salute
Town Reminder ~ November 5, 2026

Town Reminder will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown
by email to jamie@turley.com or drop off a photo to

Town Reminder, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 27, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. 
No photos will be accepted after deadline.

Legal Notices

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
We bring home buyers and home sellers together 

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Info@TheTeamThatSells.com  I  (413) 813-4479  I  www.PoissantAndNeveu.com Re/Max Compass

OfficeL:  (413)  568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated
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We bring home buyers and home sellers together 

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Info@TheTeamThatSells.com  I  (413) 813-4479  I  www.PoissantAndNeveu.com Re/Max Compass

OfficeL:  (413)  568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony

JUMP   ❙   page ?

GRANITE   ❙   page 17

Saluting Our Local Heroes★
★★

★

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice

Turley staff photo
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FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills.  
Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
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or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 9, 2026.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 19.

BELCHERTOWN – 
Green Day Recycling is 
hosting several Saturday 
electronics recycling event 
fundraisers in the area, 
and we would like to in-
vite everyone to participate. 
Here is the schedule for 
our upcoming events: 
Saturday, Aug. 8 
   - Most Holy Redeem-
er Church (120 Russell 
Street, Hadley, MA 01035) 
   - Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish (256 State 

Street, Granby, MA 01033) 
Saturday, Sept. 12 
  - St. Francis Church (10 Park 
St, Belchertown, MA 01007) 
Event Details: 
   - Time: 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. (Rain or shine) 
   - Pricing: Some items are 
free to recycle, while others 
range from $5 to $40 each. 
   - Benefit: A portion of 
the proceeds will bene-
fit the hosting parishes. 
Everyone is welcome to at-
tend.

Multiple recycling 
events being held

GRANBY – The library 
announced the following ac-
tivities for August:

Adult Book Group 
Thursday, Aug. 13 at 6 p.m.

The book group will 
be discussing My Friends 
by Fredrik Backman. 
Grab a copy and join us. 
Tabletop Games Club 
Saturday, Aug. 15 from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The Granby Library Tabletop 

Games Club invites players of 
all ages 8 and up to gather and 
enjoy a variety of board, card, 
dice, tile, and other in-person 
tabletop games in a welcom-
ing, social environment. 

Knitting Group  
Every Wednesday  
afternoon at 2pm 

Bring your latest project 
and join us for conversation, 
tips and tricks. 

Friends of the Granby 
Library Meeting 

Thursday, Aug. 20 
at 4:30 p.m.

Did you know that 
the Friends sponsor our 
events? Join us for a meet-
ing and see what’s new.  
Revolution in Their Words 
Thursday, Aug. 27 at 5:30 p.m. 
Join us for a unique thematic 
exploration of the American 
Revolution through the voic-

es of the people who lived it. 
Hosted by Denise Kindschi 
Gosselin, PhD and the Mas-
sachusetts Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Betty 
Allen Chapter. 

Adult Summer Reading – 
Plant a Seed, Read!  

Ends Aug. 21
Get your tickets in by 

Aug. 21 to win great prizes.

Granby Free Public Library announces August activities

GRANBY – Im-
maculate Heart of Mary 
Church in Granby will 
be having their Sum-
merfest on Sunday, Aug. 
23 from 12 to 4 p.m.   
Chicken dinner is $15 
and includes a half bbq 
chicken, baked potato 
and corn on the cob, as 

well as dessert and bot-
tled water.   Hamburgers 
and hot dogs will also be 
available.  Raffles prizes 
including $500, $250, 
$100.   Raffle baskets, 
bake sale, kids games, 
prizes, lottery trees and 
more.  Fun for the whole 
family.

Church hosting 
Summerfest event

Friends of Clapp Memorial 
Library holding $1 sale

BELCHERTOWN – On 
Saturday, Aug. 22 from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m., there will be 
a one day only sale of jigsaw 
puzzles, DVDs, CDs and vi-
nyl records in the Activity 
Room of the Belchertown 
Clapp Memorial Library.  All 
items will be only $1 each.  
Cash only (no credit cards or 
Venmo).

There are hundreds of 
puzzles from 300 to 1000+ 
pieces and so many DVDs 
and CDs, we didn’t count 
them.  If you are a fan of vi-
nyl records, we have several 
boxes filled with some great 
hits.  

So many of you have ex-

pressed regrets about not hav-
ing a book sale this year.  The 
Trustees and the Friends of 
CML are working diligently 
on the basement renovations, 
with the plan to start having 
book sales again in 2027.

In October we will cel-
ebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library.  Plans are 
underway to have a smaller 
version “Like New” book 
sale in the Activity Room at 
that time.  More information 
will be forthcoming as the 
date comes closer.  

So mark your calendar for 
our special $1 sale on Aug. 
22.  See you there

IT’S FAIR TIME!
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