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Resident generously opens new community shelf

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY -
Sometimes, everybody needs
a little help, and its nothing to
be ashamed of, especially as
costs increase and things get
hard, and that’s where com-
munity can come in and truly
make a difference.

Dorina Dion, a stay-at-
home mom in town, want-
ed to find a way to help her
neighbors and came up with
the Helpful Hand Commu-
nity Shelf, which started just
this past week and is already
getting filled by her neighbors
and friends to help people in
need.

Donations and items to
bring to the Shelf include
clothes for infants, children,
and adults, books, card and
board games, canned and
shelf-stable food, pet food,
costumes, home décor, out-
door toys, and more.

“I have three of my own
kids, and a bonus daughter.
We all need help sometimes,

and I think it’s important we
have somewhere we can go
for that help, with no ques-
tions asked,” said Dion.

You can find the Shelf
open for dropping off dona-
tions during daylight hours
throughout the week, and it
will be closed after the sun
sets.

You can leave the bag of
donations or fill the shelves
yourself, and the Shelf is
open to the whole communi-
ty, no questions asked, all are
welcome.

“I love when people come
by, and I love getting to chat
with people and share sto-
ries while they are here,” said
Dion. “It’s nice because I am
able to have this here to help
them, and they can help oth-
ers in return. I also get to see
old friends and make some
new ones.”

The community coming
together to support one anoth-
er is a perfect way for there
to be fostered friendships, as
well as a way for the commu-

Please see SHELF, page 10
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Dorina Dion standing with the community shelf with plenty of items to help anyone in need.

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

Council on Aging hosts send-off for
beloved activities director

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY -
Celebrating our dear friends
when they move on is bitter-
sweet, and for the Council on

Aging, they celebrated the
time Kathy Florence spent
with them.

Florence worked at the
South Hadley Council on
Aging as the Activities Di-
rector for four years. She has
activity been working as an

activities director at many
different senior communities
her whole career, finding true
joy in the work.

The send-off party this
past Wednesday was filled

Please see PARTY, page10
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A group of good friends saying their “see-you-laters” to Kathy.
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Artist shines with his art on display

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY - Art
truly can help us discover our
roots and passions, digging
into our deepest thoughts and
feelings, and allowing them
to reveal themselves in bright
colors, shapes, and designs.

Artist Walter Hamilton
took his art to the South Had-
ley Council on Aging, where
it is hung as a gallery on the
walls in the hallways for all
to enjoy, as this month’s fea-
tured artist.

“I find my subjects in ev-
eryday things - cheese and
wine, a puddle, and cups and
spoons. Subjects can range
from landscapes to items on
a tabletop,” said Hamilton.
“I look for color, light, and
composition. All my work
is oil paints on canvas. My
paintings faithfully represent
reality.”

Hamilton has always had
a deep love for art, drawing,
and painting, and had his
first-grade teacher hang up
his crayon pictures on the
blackboard with the class’s
outstanding works, and was
later encouraged by elemen-
tary teachers to paint with
watercolor, where he painted
the trees outside.

“But when it came time

Submitted photo

Walter Hamilton standing with his art on display at the Council

on Aging.

in high school to choose a
college major, a career in art
was ruled out by my parents
who were raised during the
1930s,” said Hamilton. “I in-
stead, chose to pursue a de-
gree in biological science, a

premedical curriculum.”

But Hamilton never gave
up his deep love for art, and
moved away from the scienc-
es and instead took on a ca-

Please see ARTIST, page 5

Board of Health hosts septic
regulation updates public hearing

Board of Health’s
new septic
regulations are
stricter than state
regulations

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

GRANBY - During the
remote public hearing last
week, the Board of Health
hosted a public hearing re-
garding the newly proposed
regulations for the septic sys-
tems within town, which are
stricter than the regulations
from the state and Title V.

The proposed septic reg-

WE'VE GOT A REALLY
STRONG RESPONSI-
BILITY TO THE PEOPLE
IN THIS TOWN, TO
PROTECT THEM FROM
DRINKING CONTAMI-
NATED DRINKING WA-
TER, AND TO PROTECT
SEWAGE POLLUTING
[THE TOWN],"”

RICHARD BOMBARDIER
BOARD CHAIR

ulations are “more stringent
than defined in Title V”, as
detailed in the board’s draft
of regulations, which can be
found on their website.

“Our board has looked
and said we’ve got a real-
ly strong responsibility to
the people in this town, to
protect them from drinking
contaminated drinking water,
and to protect sewage pol-
luting [the town]... so we’ve
put in a huge amount of time
putting together the details of
the sewage within our town,”
said Board Chair Richard
Bombardier.

While most of these reg-
ulations have been around
for 30 to 40 years, the regu-

Please see HEARING,
page 9

Looking at the role of NASA in sci-fi movies

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - Sci-
ence fiction movies, books,
and more feature NASA in
many parts of it, but the ques-
tion of how NASA works
with this media is often won-
dered about, and how to get
approval for these media to
use NASA, and feature sto-
ries concerning work with the
space organization.

Dr. Bill Barry came to the
Senior Center on Wednesday
to share a presentation on
how NASA has worked with
movies and how movies get
approval to include NASA in
their media.

“Part of the process of
this is that NASA will review
the screenplay or script, and
part of it may require you to
change some things so that it

Dr. Bill Barry showing how the movie industry works with
NASA for their science fiction films and beyond.

is painted in the correct light,”
said Barry.

This is how movies and
sets can show the different
parts of space travel and be-
yond, like in scenes in mov-
ies like “Hidden Figures”, as
well as “Transformers: Dark

of the Moon”, where the sta-
tions and mission control are
created to be models of the
real thing.

“The Martian”, “Tomor-
rowland”, and other movies

Please see NASA, page 9



Page 2

TOWN Reminder

New communications committee is formed

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

GRANBY - The new-
ly-formed Communications
Committee met for its first
meeting on Monday, August
4, to share their charge as a
committee, as well as to select
officers for the board.

Members of this new com-
mittee include Lynn Merci-
er, Susan Knightley, Nathan
Reid, Mike Labonte, Tobias
Wilson, and Logan Dunnigan.
Ginny Hajdamowicz was not
present.

Mercier brought forward
the charge of the Communi-
cations Committee, which is
o “inform the citizens about
town government functions,
activities, meetings, and
events, and develop and rec-
ommend strategies, policies,
procedures, and content for
Granby’s public—facing com-
munications.”

The town’s “public-facing
communications” are limit-
ed, with various social media
pages as well as GCAM, but

all are private and not directly
released by the town.

They discussed the web-
site itself, and ways it could
be improved, as well as tak-
ing into consideration the re-
sources the town already has
available, like the website, and
how to go about improving it
and who could be partnered
with to get that done.

“In the long run, whatever
we decide to do and how we
decide to publicize it, it can’t
just be online,” said Mercier.
“Maybe it’ll be a mailing...
that’s what we have to discuss
as well.”

The next part of the charge
for the committee is to “iden-
tify the town’s communica-
tion challenges and develop
strategies to overcome them,
develop a plan for commu-
nication materials and strate-
gies, and suggest projects and
actions that might fulfill our
responsibilities.”

They discussed a Candi-
dates Night, which was used
to be run by the Lions Club,
and also to share how the town
functions, like at Town Meet-

ing, as well as how the struc-
ture of meetings are supposed
to be.

“It seems our goals are
kind of split into immediate,
make a plan, and start releas-
ing some information, next
year, Candidates Night, town
meeting prep, and then nebu-
lous future,” said Wilson.

They also discussed dif-
ferent ways they can reach the
community, and what needs to
be included, and how to make
sure all members of the com-
munity can access it, whether
in print format or online or
both.

They ultimately came to
the conclusion that the first
thing they would do is to cre-
ate a guide to town govern-
ment, which will provide peo-
ple with resources for them to
understand how their town’s
boards, committees, and lead-
ership function, and rules and
regulations around what they
can, and cannot do.

“I think there’s two parts
here,” said Mercier. “Govern-
ment communication, what is
the town of Granby, and what

does the town of Granby do
for you? And then there’s ev-
erything else in the town be-
sides the government.”

Knightley shared the im-
portance of knowing the au-
dience, and how to share this
information in different ways,
identifying the town govern-
ment and committees and
introducing them and their
roles and responsibilities to
the town.

Wilson also shared a point
of the “why” this information
is important, and essential to
the town’s citizens to under-
stand and be aware of.

“It’s getting it back, and
getting out there,” said Labon-
te.

The committee moved into
organizing the committee,
which will meet monthly, and
after discussion, organized the
members into the positions of
Tobias Wilson as Chair, Susie
Knightley as Vice Chair, and
Ginny Hajdamowicz to take
the role of secretary.

Their next meeting will
take place on Monday, Sept.
15 at 6 p.m.

School Committee seeking seat to be filled

SOUTH HADLEY -
Due to a recent resignation
on the South Hadley School
Committee, the elected body
has a vacancy, which needs
filling.

The Town of South
Hadley is proceeding to
address that vacancy imme-
diately. This process is con-
sistent and within MGL
Chapter 41, Subsections 10,
11 and other applicable pol-
icies or regulations.

All parties interested in
applying for the position
are asked to submit a let-

ter of interest to Executive
Assistant to Administration
Kristin Maher via email
at kmaher@southhadley-
ma.gov or through the mail
to: Selectboard Office, 116
Main St., South Hadley,
MA, 01075. Applicants may
submit a resume but it is not
required.

Letters of interest and
any additional documents
must be received by 4:30
p.m. on Monday, Aug. 25,
2025. Once received by
Selectboard administration,
a complete packet for each

* ASK ABOUT CATERING ¢
L

Comfort Food
& Ice Cream

Cermne Jn!

Tt

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNERS

Soups - Salads - Burgers - Dogs - Desserts
Sandwiches - Breakfast All Day - Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

ENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES 2 Bowers St., Holyoke

USE DOORDASH

at the Historic Rlchardson Station
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candidate’s submission will
be made publicly available.

The chairs of the School
Committee and Selectboard
will decide on a suitable
date to have a joint meet-
ing of remaining School
Committee members and
members of the Selectboard
to conduct interviews.
Board members will make
an appointment at the pub-
lic meeting scheduled for
the interviews or a subse-
quent public joint meeting in
September.

Applicants will not be

SRTN iC®
AU BQWASJ

required to be interviewed
if they choose not to be, but
still may be considered. The
joint committee, by way
of nomination and subse-
quent vote to appoint, will
fill the vacancy on the South
Hadley School Committee
for a term from the date
of appointment to the next
annual town election on
April 14, 2026. There will
be a position on the annual
town election ballot to fill
the remaining term of this
specific School Committee
vacant position.

”Come shine with us”
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Operation Backpack
seeking donations

SOUTH HADLEY/
GRANBY - Operation Back-
pack, which has been provid-
ing backpacks full of school
supplies from grades Pre-K
to 12 is in need of donations
of school supplies and back-
packs to beat previous year’s
numbers to reach over 220
backpacks.

The program needs back-
packs for grades Pre-K to 12
for boys and girls. Supplies
needed include rulers, col-
ored pencils, crayons, yellow
highlighters, scissors, pencil
sharpeners, colored markers,
subject dividers, 1” ring bind-
ers, lined wide-ruled filler
paper, calculators, zippered
pen and pencil holders, USB
zip drives, black composition
books, 1, 2, and 3 subject
notebooks, and colored port-
folio folders with pockets.

You can find drop-off box-

es at several locations around
South Hadley.

Drop-off boxes can be
found at Berkshire Bank at
74 Lamb Street, St. Patrick’s
Church at 30 Main Street, and
Neighbors Helping Neighbors
at 30 Carew Street. More in-
clude Newton Street Dental
at 488 Newton Street, West-
field Bank at 32 Williman-
sett Street, or Adams’ house
a 36 Chestnut Hill Road, and
please call her ahead of time or
for pick-up at 413-536-5316.

“Remember, investing in
our students now will lead to
a better future for all of us.
Let this be my 12th year of
doing this, the greatest year
ever,” said Adams.

You can contact Sheila
Adams via her email, shoper-
ationbackpack @yahoo.com,
or by calling her at 413-536-
5316.

Fall Book Sale coming
to Granby Library

Find new-to-you books,
magazines, and more from
September 2 to the 30.

GRANBY - Book lov-
ers! Bargain Hunters! The
Friends of the Granby Free
Public Library will host
their annual Month-Long
Fall Book Sale during Sep-
tember in the Community
Room of the Library. You
will be able to choose from
a large assortment of used

and like-new  hardcover,
softcover, paperback books,
teen books and  chil-

dren’s books, along with a se-
lection of CDs, DVDs, video
games and audiobooks. The
sale will run during regular
library hours from September
2 through 30.

The Library is now ac-
cepting donations of hard-

cover and paperback books,
DVDs, music CDs, playable
video games, and audiobooks
in good condition accept-
able for resale. The Library
does not accept donations
of: Textbooks, encyclope-
dias, Reader’s Digest books,
or books with smoke, mold,
mildew, or water damage.
Donations are accepted at the
Library during open hours.
Please do not leave donat-
ed books outside the library
or in our book return. Dona-
tions accepted until August
28. Thank you for your sup-
port!

The Granby Free Public
Library is located at 297 E
State St, Granby, MA 01033.
Visit granbylibrary.org for
hours and more information.

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation e Underground Utilities
Water e Sewer e Septic ® Drainage

Grading e Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 ® Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley

Raffle
& Food
Concessions

AUGUST IGTH 9AM-3PM

RAIN DATE: AUGUST 23RD, 9 AM- 3 PM
250 STATE STREET, GRANBY

For more information contact us at:
fundraising@granbypreservationsociety.org

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE RESTORATION OF KELLOGG HALL

ur Own
Fresh Corn

Family Owned
& Operated

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, Beans,
Beets, Cucumbers, Blueberries, Tomatoes, Peaches & Dill

Local Vendors: Gourmet Qils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies,
Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products

Check Out Our NEW LOCAL VENDORS:

Healthy Dough by Jessica, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces, Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!
* ORNAMENTAL FALL GRASSES ¢ POTTED BASIL PLANTS ON SALE!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
A413-4A67-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

EBT In Store

Most Major
Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available
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Senator Oliveira announces
Historic Chapter 90 Funding
Increases for Western
Massachusetts, Prioritizing
Regional Equity

BOSTON - Senator Jake
Oliveira announced today that
communities across his dis-
trict will see unprecedented
increases in state transporta-
tion funding with the passage
of this year’s Chapter 90 bond
bill.

The legislation, approved
by both the Senate and
House, represents an import-
ant step forward in prioritiz-
ing not only municipal infra-
structure across the State, but
especially in rural regions, by
ensuring that Western Massa-
chusetts receives its fair share
of infrastructure investment.

This year’s bill authorizes
$300 million for the Chap-
ter 90 Program, a 50 percent
increase over past funding
levels, which provides direct
state aid for cities and towns
to maintain and improve local
roads and bridges. In addi-
tion, for the first time, $100
million of the total will be
distributed using a formula
that more accurately reflects
the road mileage maintained
by rural communities, ad-
dressing inequities in the
funding process.

Communities in Senator
Oliveira’s district will receive
the following allocations for
FY26:

Belchertown - $1,373,752.85
Chicopee - $2,470,648.27
East Longmeadow -
$1,147,885.68
Granby - $595,589.12
Hampden - $550,461.64
Longmeadow - $1,025,164.97
Ludlow - $1,394,952.36
Palmer - $957,407.76
South Hadley - $986,521.67
Springfield - $6,337,499.15
Warren - $632,644.52
Wilbraham - $1,144,776.84
“These are not just num-

bers in a budget. They repre-
sent safer school bus routes,
rebuilt bridges, and smoother
roads for our communities,”’
said Senator Oliveira.

In addition to the Chapter
90 funding, the bill includes
$885 million in additional
statewide infrastructure in-
vestments:

$200 million for culvert
and small bridge replacement
and modernization.

$500 million for Mass-
DOT’s lifecycle asset man-
agement program to enable
proactive repairs and mainte-
nance.

$185 million for conges-
tion reduction and street safe-
ty improvements, benefiting
communities of all sizes.

Senator Oliveira went on
to reiterate how this year’s
bill represents a stronger
commitment to equity in state
infrastructure investment.
“This approach recognizes
that each community faces its
own unique challenges, and
meeting those needs requires
targeted solutions,” said Ol-
iveira.

“I'm proud to have ad-
vocated for a funding for-
mula that ensures places
like Belchertown, Granby,
Ludlow, Wilbraham, Long-
meadow, and all twelve com-
munities I represent get the
resources they need to thrive.
This year’s Chapter 90 bill
shows that when we say we’re
building a stronger Massa-
chusetts, we truly mean all
of Massachusetts, including
Western Mass.”

Having passed through
both chambers of the Leg-
islature, the legislation now
heads to the Governor’s desk
for signature.

TOWN Reminder

State Public Health officials announce
season’s first EEE-positive mosquito sample

REGION — The Massa-
chusetts Department of Pub-
lic Health (DPH) today an-
nounced that Eastern equine
encephalitis (EEE) virus has
been detected in mosquitoes
in Massachusetts for the first
time this year. The presence of
EEE was confirmed in a mos-
quito sample collected on July
21 in the town of Belchertown
in Hampshire County.

“This is around the time
we would expect to find EEE
in mosquitoes in Massachu-
setts, especially after an ac-
tive EEE season last year with
four recorded human cases,”’
said Public Health Commis-
sioner Robbie Goldstein, MD,
PhD. “This is only a first find-
ing and mosquito surveillance
will be key to tracking any
developing areas of increasing
risk. Today’s finding is an im-
portant reminder for residents
to take measures to protect
themselves from mosquito
bites.”

EEE is a rare but serious
and potentially fatal disease
that can affect people of all
ages. EEE is generally spread
to humans through the bite of
an infected mosquito. There
were four human cases of EEE
in Massachusetts in 2024 with

one death. There were also
four EEE-infected horse cases
last year. No human or animal
cases of EEE have been de-
tected so far this year.

“EEE activity in Mas-
sachusetts tends to occur in
outbreak cycles,” said State
Epidemiologist Dr. Cather-
ine M. Brown. “When EEE
is found in mosquitoes at this
point in the season, the risk
may increase throughout the
rest of the summer. We rely
on our mosquito surveillance
program to monitor for the
presence of virus to let people
know when and where the risk
is occurring.”

Avoid Mosquito Bites

Apply Insect Repellent
when Outdoors. Use a re-
pellent with an EPA-reg-
istered ingredient (DEET
(N,N-Diethyl-m-toluamide),
permethrin, picaridin (KBR
3023), oil of lemon eucalyptus
(p-menthane-3,8-diol (PMD)
or IR3535) according to the
instructions on the product
label. DEET products should
not be used on infants under
two months of age and should
be used in concentrations of
30 percent or less on older
children. Oil of lemon euca-
lyptus should not be used on

children under three years of
age.
Be Aware of Peak Mos-
quito Hours. The hours from
dusk to dawn are peak bit-
ing times for many mosqui-
toes. Consider rescheduling
outdoor activities that occur
during the evening or early
morning in areas of high risk.
Clothing Can Help Re-
duce Mosquito Bites. Wear-
ing long sleeves, long pants,
and socks when outdoors will
help keep mosquitoes away
from your skin.
Mosquito-Proof Your Home
Drain Standing Wa-
ter. Mosquitoes lay their eggs
in standing water. Limit the
number of places around your
home for mosquitoes to breed
by either draining or discard-
ing items that hold water.
Check rain gutters and drains.
Empty any unused flowerpots
and wading pools and change
the water in birdbaths fre-

quently.
Install or Repair
Screens. Keep mosquitoes

outside by having tightly fit-
ting screens on all your win-
dows and doors.
Protect Your Animals
Animal owners should
reduce potential mosquito

Page 3

breeding sites on their prop-
erty by eliminating standing
water from containers such
as buckets, tires, and wading
pools — especially after heavy
rains. Water troughs provide
excellent mosquito breeding
habitats and should be flushed
out at least once a week during
the summer months to reduce
mosquitoes near paddock ar-
eas. Horse owners should keep
horses in indoor stalls at night
to reduce their risk of exposure
to mosquitoes. Owners should
also speak with their veterinar-
ian about mosquito repellents
approved for use in animals
and vaccinations to prevent
WNV and EEE. If an animal
is suspected of having WNV
or EEE, owners are required
to report to the Department of
Agricultural Resources, Divi-
sion of Animal Health by call-
ing 617-626-1795, and to the
Department of Public Health
by calling 617-983-6800.

Learn more about mosqui-
to-borne diseases, including
all WNV- and EEE-positive re-
sults on DPH’s Arbovirus Sur-
veillance Information page,
which is updated daily, or by
calling the DPH Division of
Epidemiology at 617-983-
6800.

Multiple boards seeking

SOUTH HADLEY - If
numbers are your thing, con-
sider applying to the Capital
Planning Committee. There
is one vacant position avail-
able which needs filling - a
representative chosen by the
Selectboard.

The Capital Planning
Committee works with the
town administrator to review
and recommend funding for
capital requests. Committee
members also assist the Se-
lectboard and Appropriations

Committee in their work from
a financial perspective. If
you’re interested in serving as
a member, apply online.
There’s also many other

boards and committees that
have vacancies needing to be
filled. Positions are available
on the:

Appropriations Committee

Bike/Walk Committee

Commission on Disabilities

Conservation Commission

Cultural Council

Historical Commission

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

new members

Human Rights Commis-
sion

Master Plan Implementa-
tion Committee

Sustainability & Energy
Commission

Tree Committee

Trustees of the Old Fire-
house Museum

Veteran’s Council

The Selectboard is seek-
ing citizens with diverse in-
terests and abilities to apply
for all of these available po-
sitions. There are no special

requirements for any of the
boards and committees other
than a willingness to serve.
However, applicants must be
registered to vote in the Town
of South Hadley.

Apply by Sept. 5, and
learn more on the town web-
site. Applicant interviews
with the Selectboard will be
scheduled for Sept. 2 & 16.
The Selectboard appoints res-
idents to boards and commit-
tees three times a year - Feb-
ruary, June and October.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I am currently receiv-
ing Social Security ben-
efits while continuing to
work full time.

There are no restric-
tions on my wage earn-
ings because I waited
until full retirement age
before beginning ben-
efits. However, 1 was
also told that my bene-
fit amount would be re-
viewed each year if my

current earnings were
higher than past earn-
ings.

That held true for the
first two years, but has
yet to be adjusted for
2025. I thought it might
be because of HR 82,
which does not impact
me directly, but I think
it may be the reason my
payment has not yet been
changed. Has enough
time passed so I should
contact SSA now to see
if this is the case?

Signed:

Waiting Anxiously

Dear Waiting:

If you are already col-
lecting benefits, Social
Security reviews your
earnings each year to
see if your more recent
earnings are high enough
to warrant an increase
in your monthly benefit.
They do this automati-
cally, after they get your
most recent earnings data
from the IRS and they
typically do that review
by the end of the third
quarter of each year. If
a higher benefit is indi-
cated, they will increase
your monthly amount
and pay you retroactive-
ly to the beginning of the
year for any difference in
your benefit.

SSA has, indeed,
been vigorously work-
ing on changes resulting
from HR82 (the Social
Security Fairness Act),
which may have affect-
ed the timeliness of their
review of your recent
earnings. However, 1
suspect that is not why
your SS benefit has not
yet changed. More like-
ly, it has to do with the
fact that your past earn-
ings have been adjusted
for inflation, which is
a normal part of Social

Why hasn’t my SS benefit changed
because | am still working?

Security’s process when
calculating your benefit
amount.

Your earnings for
each year in your lifetime
up to age 60 were adjust-
ed for inflation when you
originally claimed SS
and your recent earnings
would need to be higher
than the inflation-ad-
justed amounts used by
SS when you claimed.
They use the 35 highest
earnings years adjusted
for inflation over your
lifetime to calculate your
benefit and inflation has
a substantial effect. For
example, $50,000 earned
in 1990 would require
over $100,000 in earn-
ings today to cause an
increase in your benefit.
Thus, you cannot go by
the actual dollars you
earned in earlier years,
because SS uses inflated
amounts to calculate
your benefit.

In any case, if you
believe that the Social
Security Administration
neglected reviewing your
earnings from last year
or in any year since you
claimed, you can make
an appointment to re-
view that with them by
calling 1-800-772-1213.
SSA typically does such
appointments over the
phone, so you likely
won’t need to make a
personal visit to your lo-
cal SSA office to investi-
gate this.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Citi-
zens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, Vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email
us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell
Gloor is a Social Securi-
ty advisor for AMAC.

Looking for the people in South Hadley

To the Editor,

Ever since the splash
park was renovated-maybe
10 years ago, I've seen the
Beachgrounds  playground
and splash park packed with
happy kids and celebrating
families all summer long. It’s
always been a vital resource
for the community - a place to
cool off when homes are too
cramped and when running
the air conditioning nonstop
simply isn’t an option. But
this year has been different.

This has been one of the
hottest, most humid summers
I can remember, and yet the
splash park is a ghost town.
It’s empty. And honestly, that
terrifies me.

Where are the kids? I
don’t believe their parents
have all found a better way to
keep the kids cool and enter-
tained. I think they’re being

kept home- not because they
want to be, but because that’s
the only place their parents
still feel somewhat safe.

I noticed the same thing
with the Holyoke food bank
pickup on a recent Friday af-
ternoon. That area is usually
buzzing - so packed that driv-
ing through is borderline un-
safe. But two Fridays ago as
I drove by on a work errand, I
only saw three people in line.
Three. Instead of the usual 50
or more. I drove the rest of the
way home in tears, hurting for
the families in our communi-
ty who are now too afraid to
even pick up food for their
children. Probably the same
families who are now in their
apartments, doing their best
to stay cool and stay hopeful-
and feeling alone in both.

I don’t know if others are
noticing this, but they should
be. Even if you don’t feel per-

sonally connected to someone
else’s child/family, you care
about your own, right? And if
you want your child to have a
great experience in school this
September, that will depend
on every kid in that classroom
showing up healthy, fed, and
emotionally okay. Right now,
that’s not the case here.

I’'m deeply worried that
a large portion of our com-
munity’s children will return
to school underfed, over-
stressed, and under-socialized
- and that will affect every
student in every grade, not
just the ones directly impact-
ed.

I don’t know how to fix
this. But I know that a great
first step is to recognize the
urgency of the situation right
here in our neighborhood.

Aisha McClure,
South Hadley

Sharing gratitude to brilliant musicians

To the Editor.

Thank you to All
Saints Episcopal Church and
Halcyon Arts New England
for a wonderful opportunity to
listen to world music and learn
a bit about a song’s history.
The concert of sitar and tab-

la along with the community
created by the audience was
both welcoming and joyous.
The quiet of the church hall
contributed to the engage-
ment of the musicians and the
audience, My intention was
simply to write a thank you
note but in closing I suggest

people interested in or search-
ing for a space of calm and
community consider trying
out the next concert Sunday
August 17 at 3 p.m.

Marie Rohan,
South Hadley
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Midsummer maintenance will keep annuals going strong

The half dead pot of pe-
tunias on the rental house’s
steps got me thinking about
the perfect column for this
time of year! After all, we
invest hard earned money in
annual flowers and plants, and
we expect that they will pro-
vide us with color through the
first frost. What steps can we
take now to ensure that they
will?

Read on for some useful
advice, straight from the ar-
chives.

Remove spent flowers

Most annuals will con-
tinue to bloom abundantly
if they are deadheaded on a
regular basis. Deadheading
is an entertaining term used
to define the removal of spent
flowers.

A plant produces flowers
for one purpose: to survive.
You see, once a flower has
been pol-linated it will pro-
duce seed; seed that will grow
future plants.

If a plant has produced
enough flowers that have gone

to seed it will consider its job
to be done, flower production
will cease, and it will begin to
decline. By deadheading, we
keep the plant in reproduc-
tive mode, in other words, in
flower!

When you re-
move dying blos-
soms, make sure to
pinch off the entire
flower, not just the
petals, or it will do
no good. Include the
stem as well to keep

the plant tidy.
Petunias, mari-
golds, zinnias and

salvia, among others,
are examples of plants that re-
quire regular deadheading to
look their best throughout the
growing season.
Shear them back to encour-
age new growth
Some annuals start to get a
leggy appearance about now.
Others may have brown tips.
These plants require more
drastic measures to bring back
their youthful good looks.

Give them a good haircut.
Simply look within the
plant and find healthy, green
growth. Cut calendulas, pan-
sies and snapdragon back to
that point. Alyssum or lobelia

¢

!
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2

can often be sheared to within
inches of the ground.

Don’t worry; they won’t
look bad for long! You can
jump start regrowth with a bit
of lig-uid fertilizer.

Feed your plants

Annuals that are well fer-
tilized at planting time likely
look a bit pale by now. If fo-
liage is off-color and flower
production is nil, pull back

n

the bark mulch and sprinkle
some organic fertilizer gran-
ules at the base of each plant.
Cultivate gently and water
in a little bit. You can also use
a water soluble liquid fertil-
izer every couple of
weeks.
If going natural is
your cup of tea, make
some! Compost or ma-
nure tea has long been
used to keep growth
lush. Steep a burlap
bag of either compost
or aged manure in a
large trash bucket filled
with water and use as
needed.
Smaller batches can be
made right in a watering can.
Likewise, there are numerous
blends of seaweed and fish
emulsion on the market that
can be watered in or used as
a foliar feed.
Water, water, water

Be careful not to let your
plants dry out. When you
need to water the garden, re-
member to do so in the early

morning, if possible, to avoid
evaporation. Early evening
is another good option, but
try to get the job done with
enough time for the foliage to
dry before darkness sets in.

Deep waterings twice a
week are far better than nu-
merous quick showers. The
former will promote deep,
penetrating roots and future
drought tolerance.

Well-watered, well-fed
and well-groomed annuals
will reward you with beau-
tiful bountiful blossoms for
another two months — well
worth the effort indeed!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held
the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Stur-bridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com  with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our quidelines.
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Freedom Credit Union collecting cash
and food donations for the Food Bank

of Western Massachusetts

‘Month of Giving’ cam-
paign extends from June 1
through August 31

REGION- Food insecurity
continues to affect families
across western Massachu-
setts, with inflation driving
up the cost of everyday es-
sentials. That’s why Freedom
Credit Union is again rallying
support for its summer cam-
paign benefiting the Food
Bank of Western Massachu-
setts. From June 1 through
August 31, the community
is invited to contribute to a
stronger community by do-
nating nonperishable food,
personal care items or mon-
etary gifts at any Freedom
branch.

“Thanks to the generosi-
ty of our members, staff and

entire community, this cam-
paign has grown annually,
and so has its impact,” said
Freedom Credit Union Presi-
dent Glenn Welch. “Last sum-
mer, we collected more than
$3,350 in donations, along
with nearly 1,435 pounds of
food and personal care items.
This year, we’re aiming even
higher. By simply adding
an extra item or two to your
grocery cart each week, you
can make a lasting differ-
ence-without stretching your
budget.”

Suggested donations of
non-perishable food and per-
sonal care items include:

* Baby formula

e Beans in cans or dried in
bags

* Bread mixes

e Canned chicken, fish and
meat

e Cereals

¢ Coffee and tea

* Cooking oils and spices

e Diapers, wipes and toilet
paper

e Dried or canned fruit
 Evaporated/powdered milk
* Granola bars and crackers

* Feminine sanitary products
* Instant potatoes

¢ Pasta and noodles

* Peanut butter and nuts

¢ Rice and grains

* Sauces

e Shampoo and body wash/
soap

e Soups, stews and chili in
cans

* Toothpaste and toothbrushes
* Vegetables in cans

e )

Hamilton’s pieces are beautiful, capturing moments of nature.

ARTIST from page 1

reer in journalism, and later
accepted a position as a co-
pyeditor, designing the front
pages of the newspapers.

In 1999, he enrolled in
the graphic design program
at Holyoke Community Col-
lege, and learned all the brand
new, at the time, computer
graphics programs like Pho-
toshop, Illustrator, and InDe-
sign, and took freehand draw-
ing classes at the same time,
which was encouraged of all
graphic design students.

“I find the activity of

drawing and painting imparts
physical and mental benefits.
Participation promotes coor-
dination of mind and hand,
and, that at the same time,
listening to a classic playlist

on a state-of-the-art sound
system, can create something
akin to a meditative state,”’
said Hamilton.

He is now the director
of the 102-year-old Holy-
oke Arts League, and works
with many different artists in
weekly life-drawing sessions
in a Canal District studio. The
group also takes trips to local
area museums, as well as hav-
ing an annual exhibition of
members’ work at the Wista-
riahurst Museum in Holyoke.

Hamilton also took in-
struction with area artists,
including Debra Dunphy,

Paul Leveille, Jane Barrien-
tos, Doug Gillette and oth-
ers, practicing his art until
he found his rhythm, loving
work in oil paint for most of
his work.

Submitted photo

“The Senior Center has
provided a 60-linear-foot ven-
ue for display with an easy-
to-use hanging system. It’s
the best display space I have
ever encountered and I con-
gratulate those who planned
its design,” said Hamilton.

To aspiring artists, Ham-
ilton gives this advice: “Get
started, and just do it. Don’t
worry if it needs improve-
ment. Enjoy creating art and
keep at it. Take pride in what
you have learned and look
forward to many years of en-
joyment.”

You can learn more about
Walter Hamilton and see
more of his art pieces at the
Senior Center now, and also
visit his website, www.wal-
terhamiltonart.com for more
information.

N
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August at the South Hadley
Council on Aging

Our Chemical Ro-
mance: Demo with Chef
Maggie

Monday, August 11 at
1:30 p.m.

In 1969, space travel
soared and processed foods
ruled. Chef Maggie revisits
a beloved dessert from the
era and gives it a healthy,
senior-friendly twist. Free
demo with samples during
“First Man” and take-home
recipe ideas featured.

Heart-Centered Convo
Circle: Death Café

Wednesday, August 13
at 1 p.m.

What if we welcomed
death as a wise teacher, not
something to fear? Join us
for coffee and open conver-
sation in a warm, support-
ive space to reflect, share,
and listen. No preparation
needed- just bring your cu-
riosity. Led by Gina Saba-
tini, Spiritual Life Coach,
Death Doula, Grief Educa-
tion, and Body Code Prac-
titioner.

Lunch and Learn:
Financial Literacy with
Westfield Bank

Thursday, August 14,
at 11:30 a.m.

We will be offering an-
other “Financial Resource”
lunch-and-learn ~ program
with Cody Goncalves from
Westfield Bank. Sign up for
the program by registering
for lunch by 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, August 13.

Healthy Cooking
Demonstration and Nu-
trition Education with As-
centria Care Alliance and
SNAP-Ed

Thursday, August 14,
1:30 p.m.

Learn to cook healthy,
budget-friendly meals with
MyPlate nutrition tips from
Ascentria and SNAP-Ed
educators. Enjoy free sam-
ples and take home practi-
cal wellness ideas.

Summer Breakfast

Friday, August
8:30 a.m.

The Gentleman’s Break-
fast is on summer break,
but breakfast is still served!
Join us for a delicious $3
meal - open to everyone.

15,

Bring a friend!

Lunch & Movie: Pi-
rates of the Caribbean

Wednesday, August 20,
11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Enjoy a Caribbean-in-
spired lunch by Chef Dako-
ta followed by a screening
aof Pirates of the Caribbe-
an: The Curse of the Black
Pearl. Join Captain Jack
Sparrow for action, laughs
and pirate mischief in this
fun food-and-film event!
Tickets are $8 at the Wel-
come Desk.

Navajo Code Talkers
Presentation

Thursday, August 21,
1:30 p.m.

In 1946, a Japanese
newspaper stated: “If the
Japanese Imperial Intel-
ligence Team could have
decoded the Navajo mes-
sages...the history of the
Pacific War might have
turned out completely dif-
ferent.” What made the
Code of the Navajo so un-
breakable? The incredible
story of the Navajo Code
Talkers presented by Dr.
Ed Maxwell, linguist and
student of the Navajo lan-

guage.
Ice Cream Truck
Birthday Party
Friday, August 22,
1:30 p.m.

We’re celebrating Au-
gust birthdays and anniver-
saries with free ice cream
from the Batch Ice Cream
truck and open mic en-
tertainment! Everyone is
welcome, whether you’re
celebrating or not. August
Birthday or anniversary?
Enter our drawing! Join
us on the patio for the fun,
sponsored by the Friends of
the South Hadley Seniors.
Open to all ages. Don’t
miss it!

Sounds, Sights & Sto-
ries of Hawaii with Aloha
Spirit

Tuesday, August 26, 3
p.m.

Join us on a virtual
voyage to the Hawaiian
Islands and enjoy sounds,
sights and stories of the Is-
land” continuing volcanic
creation, its peoples, their

history, and culture. Learn
about the unique origin and
sweet melodies of ki’hoalu
- slack key - guitar music
played with Aloha, born
on the cattle ranches of the
Big Island, Island-born Ash
Hartwell, accompanied
by Rob Lak, will play in
ki’hoalu style, including a
song composed by the law
Hawaiian Monarch, Queen
Liliuokalani.

Summer Concert Se-
ries: Polka Party with Ed-
die Forman Orchestra

Wednesday, August 27,
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Join the South Hadley
Travel Club for a lively mu-
sical journey to Poland! En-
joy a delicious Polish lunch
and dance to the sounds of
the Eddie Forman Orches-
tra. Tickets are $8 per per-
son and include lunch, live
music, and fun surprises.
Get your tickets at the Wel-
come Desk. Don’t miss this
festive event!

Medicare Supplement
Plans or medicare Advan-
tage Plans? Which Cover-
age is Best for Me?

Thursday, August 28,
1:30 p.m.

Whether you’re enroll-
ing for the first time or re-
viewing your current plan,
it’s important to understand
your options. This session
will cover Original Medi-
care, Medicare Supple-
ment vs. Advantage plans,
prescription coverage, and
provide real-life examples
to help you choose the plan
that best fits your needs. No
specific plan details - just
clear, helpful guidance.

Board & brush: Make
and Take Workshop

Friday, August 29, 1
p.-m.

Join us for a summer-in-
spired crafting workshop!
Select one of four pedestal
or tray designs, customize
it with your choice of stain,
and use a stencil to paint
your masterpiece - with
hands-on guidance from
the creative team at Board
& Brush. All supplies in-
cluded.

THURSDAY’S MENU:

Show This Ad For 20% Off Food Purchases All Day
Enjoy Free Food & Beverage Samples From 4-6PM

- :. \»k
DELANEY'S

M A R K E T
-READYMADE MEALS-

FRESH, LOCAL, HEAT-AND-SERVE MEALS

LONGMEADOW
WEST SPRINGFIELD

Offer valid for purchases over $30 (entrees and sides only).
Offer expires 8/31/2025.

SOUTH HADLEY

WILBRAHAM
WESTFIELD

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BELOW
LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROL..o.on 2O 24

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKENS o, > 1 42

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS 5235

CHICKEN BREAST 10 L6 BAGuuuus
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ECLAIRS CREAM FILLED
JUMBO PRK 507502 oo, B2
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YOUR BUDGET!
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PORK LOIN CHOPS ..o

USDA INSP. FROZEN $1 I:gg

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC...

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK o e 5 88
USDA INSP. szlgbg

WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA..
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE 459

Tuesday Night 6:30pm
Pitch Night

$5 per person
Wednesday Night 5-7pm
Smoked BBQ Dinner

$10 per person

Thursday Night 7-10pm
Karaoke by
New England Disc Jockeys
Saturday Night 4:30-6:30 pm
Grilled Steak s12 per person
Grilled ChOpS $7 per person

Saturday Night 4.6 pm only

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
w$1179

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

EEF SIRLOIN SPOON
ROAST or STEAKS

56%9

USDA INSP.

ueen of Hearts Raflle GROUND FRESH DAILY 99
Q$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets USDA ISP STORENADE TALIN WARINATED & ) §'Q) 90% DIET LEAN RESH PORTIONS s 15 826 9 ea
Drawing at 7:15 pm 172N, (W —— 2 b GROUND BEEF £ 90 Meat Outlet ® BELNLLIZLIES

Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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—

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS.......... >3 89

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325 HOURS: won.- Wed. -4
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54339

SALE DATES:
8/7/25-8/13/25

22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA
Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS © SELECTION  SERVICE
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Rams ousted from playoffs by Monson

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Eleanor Szlosek sends a free kick away.

By Tim Peterson

MONSON—

0

‘ Girls’ Division B
R nal
\»7> )

Sports Correspondent

The Pioneer
Valley Summer Soccer League
semifi-
match between

fourth-seeded

Granby and top-seeded Monson
was played from start to finish in
a downpour.

The score was tied 4-4 at half-
time before Monson netted a pair
of second half goals leading to
a 6-4 victory at Larry Tassinari
Field in Monson.

“Playing soccer in the rain is
a lot different than on a dry day.
The ball moves very quickly on
the wet grass and it bounces dif-
ferently,” said Monson summer

McKenna Cudworth fights for the ball.

league coach Brooke Murphy,
“I'm very glad that none of the
players on either team suffered an
injury.”

Being a goalie is very difficult
on a rainy day.

Granby’s starting goalie was
Emily Durham, who was filling in
for normal starter Meredith Bar-
tosz, who was on vacation.

The Monson starting goalie
was Grace Berry.

“It’s very difficult on both goal-

;> Murphy added. Their gloves
are soakmg wet which makes it
very hard to make the saves.”

The major difference maker in
the semifinal match for Monson,
who went 10-1 during the regular
season was Tennessee Murphy
and Hannah Murphy, who aren’t
related.

The duo will be playing col-
lege soccer at the Division 1 level
in the fall of 2026.

Please see RAMS, page 7

Sophia Press looks to clear the ball.

Central takes
silver, West
bronze in
field hockey
games

FITCHBURG - Utilizing the
turf fields at Game On Sports
Complex, the Bay State Games
for field hockey were held, fea-
turing teams from Western and
Central Massachusetts, both of
which have had great success in
the sport in past Bay State Games
competitions. The games, which
were held the weekend of July
11 to 13, started off with a strong
3-0 victory from Central over the
Metro/Northeast team.

Western Mass. got into the
action right after, taking on a
Central team that has just played
a few hours earlier. But Central
was equal to the task and scored
a 4-2 win over West.

West then had its second
game of the day, facing off with
the Coastal team, and rebound-
ing with a 4-3 win.

On Saturday, July 12, West
fell for a second time 4-1 against
the Southeast team while Central
also suffered a loss, falling 5-2
against Southeast.

Both teams would rebound
with wins later in the day. Cen-
tral beat Coastal 5-3 while West
shut out Metro/Northeast with a
4-0 decision. That put the West
team in the bronze medal game
on Sunday, July 13.

West would defeat Coastal in
a rematch of their second game
of the tournament, winning 3-2.
Central made the gold medal
game, but suffered a 2-0 shutout
against the Southeast team.

This year, representing Cen-
tral Mass. in the games were
Quabbin High School’s Maken-
zie Casey and Tantasqua’s So-
phia Bochicchio.

Tantasqua’s Dessa Demears
played for the Western Mass.
team, while Anna Taylor and
Kendall Placzek represented
Minnechaug Regional.

Agawam High School placed
four players on the team. Alys-
sa DaSilva, Finnola Mahoney,
Olivia Govoni, and Lily Charest
represented the Brownies.

Rivalry renewed as PeoplesBank takes title over St. Joe’s

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE—The  Tri-County
Baseball League will be celebrating
its 100th anniversary in 2029.

PeoplesBank, who has been the
best team in the league during the
past thirty years, swept St. Joseph’s
in this year’s best of three champion-
ship series.

“Feels great to win another
championship. It’s our goal every
summer,” said PeoplesBank player/
manager Joe Ferry. “We just enjoy
playing baseball with each other. Our
chemistry is a key to our success. I
can’t thank the players enough.”

Ferry, who started both games
against St. Joe’s in left field, was
aided by assistant coach Rey Rivera,
who had three base hits and an RBI
in game two.

PeoplesBank has captured the
championship title in each of the
past twelve seasons and a total of
twenty times since 1995.

PeoplesBank and St. Joseph’s
both finished the 2025 regular sea-
son with ten victories.

“Our season was a success and
great bonds were created,” said St.
Joe’s player/manager Brian Hayes.
“We had a team composed of mostly
college players this year.”

PeoplesBank, who was the
top-seeded team, advanced into the
finals after sweeping fourth-seed-
ed Teddy Bear Pools & Spas in the

Sam Allen swings for PeoplesBank.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Dave Clark gets the out at second.

semifinals.

Second-seeded  St.  Joseph’s
needed three games to eliminate
third-seeded bankESB in the semi-
final round.

The Bankers scored seven runs
on seven base hits in the bottom of

the first inning enroute to a 10-0 vic-
tory in game one of the champion-
ship series last Monday night. The
contest ended after 4 1/2 innings due
to the ten run mercy rule.

It was also PeoplesBank last
game of the season at Mackenzie

Stadium in Holyoke.

“We just love playing games
on this field,” said Ferry following
game one. “We played very well in
tonight’s, but as Kobe Bryant, who
was my favorite athlete growing up
once said, ‘the jobs not finished’.”

PeoplesBank finished the job
twenty four hours later with a 10-7
win in an old fashion slugfest at St.
Joe’s Field in Thorndike.

The winning pitcher in game one
was lefthander James Flahive, who’s

sidearmer. He allowed only two
base hits and issued two walks in his
final start of the 2025 campaign.

“Jimmy has been the best pitcher
in the league during the past four or
five years,” Ferry said. “I don’t ever
recall him losing a game since he put
on a Peoplesbank jersey.”

St. Joe’s shortstop Devin Slat-
tery, who was an outstanding three-
sport athlete at Ware High School,
drew a walk with one-out in the top
of the first inning. After the next
batter flied out to right, Slattery was
thrown out trying to steal second
base by catcher Pete Hogan.

Centerfielder Seth Allen hit a
ground ball up the middle into cen-
terfield for a single leading off the
bottom of the first inning against St.
Joe’s righthander Jack Feltovic.

Then Hogan walked before sec-
ond baseman Dave Clark launched a
3-run homer that landed beneath the
giant scoreboard in left field.

Please see RIVALRY, page 7

James Flahive delivers a pitch home in the championship series.
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Patnode, Brousseau take modified wins at Monadnock Speedway

WINCHESTER, N.H. -
Todd Patnode and Andrew
Brousseau each won a Modi-
fied feature on the high banks
of Monadnock Speedway Sat-
urday, July 26, the potent pair
each roaring to victory on New
England’s fastest quarter-mile
oval.

Andrea St. Amour was
awarded the Pure Stocks win
after a post-race inspection pe-
nalized Kyle Begos, and Erik
Smith was victorious in the
Super Street main event.

Young Gun Hunter
Dugquette continued his sum-
mer of success, scoring his
fourth 2025 feature win. And
while top 604 Modified point
man Brian Robie came up

short of winning for the fifth
time this season, he still had a
strong night all the same.

Todd Patnode and Brian
Chapin led the Allstates Ma-
terials Group 604 Modifieds
to the green in round one of
the open-wheeled rocket ships
twin 35-lap main events. Pat-
node jumped all over the open-
ing lead, bringing teen blaster
Ty Leclerc — launching from
row two — with him.

The Swanzey competitor,
a past speedway champion
and winner of volumes of both
Modified and Pro Stock main
events here, would be sorely
tested but would never bend en
route to ending a two-season
personal drought on the high

banks.

Robie, charging from row
four, got up for second on lap
13, yielded it back to rook-
ie phenom Ty Leclerc on lap
20, and the battle was on, as
Leclerc, Robie, and Chap-
in fought tooth-and-nail for
the number two spot. Leclerc
prevailed for a career-best
runner-up finish, and Robie
nudged past Chapin to steal
third on the final lap,

In the nightcap 35, Brous-
seau started up front and never
looked back. The second-gen-
eration hot shoe survived
several strong restart bids by
Colton Martin to stay on top as
he blasted to his second win of
the summer.

In a post-race inspection,
604 Modified competitor Bri-
an Chapin was disqualified
from both features as result of
not complying to the engine
rules of having a sealed engine.

Erik Smith had raced to
many near misses in Twin
State Truck Services Super
Street features this summer but
had never quite sealed the deal.
Saturday, he put all that behind
him, as the Green Mountain
State hat shoe roared to victo-

Smith’s win didn’t come
easily though. Had he extend-
ed his arm out the window, he
could have high-fived points
leader Dylan Zullo almost all
the way, as the high-flying

Claremont speedster rode in
his shadow from start to finish.

With JD Stockwell finish-
ing at Zullo’s bumper in third,
Zullo finished the night still a
handful of points atop the lead-
er board. Zach Zalinski and
Hillary Renaud were close be-
hind in Saturday’s nose-to-tail
top five finish.

In the Pure Stocks, Kyle
Begos led the field from the
green to the checkers. Defend-
ing track Pure Stock champ
Andrea St. Amour trailed
Begos and ended in second on
the night with Markus O’Neil
in third. In a post-race inspec-
tion, Begos was penalized to
ninth place finish for a camber
rule violation.

Hunter Duquette wired
the Doug’s Auto Body Young
Gun feature to earn his fourth
victory lap of the season. Heat
race winner Ella Grabowski
was second, and Sofia Rego,
aboard a loner ride, came
home third.

In Senior Tour Auto Rac-
ers support card events, Chris
Jarrett, aboard his 1970 Pinto
open-wheeled entry, topped
the STAR Sportsmen, with
Ken Archambault second and
Skip Stearns third. Windham,
Maine’s Alan Zemla was vic-
torious in the STAR Modifieds,
leading a trio of vintage coupe
racers under the checkers, just
ahead of Dennis Desautels and
Skip Swiantek.

RAMS from page 6

Tennessee Murphy, who’s
Brooke’s younger sister, has
committed to play soccer
for the Bucknell University
women’s team after graduat-
ing from the Loomis Chaffee
School next spring.

She was also selected as
an All-American player last
December and was a member
of the New England Mutiny,
which lost in the United Wom-
en’s Soccer League champi-
onship match for the second
consecutive year.

Hannah Murphy, who’ll be
the only senior on the Monson
girls’ soccer team this fall, has
made a verbal commitment to
play for the women’s soccer
team at Sacred Heart Univer-
sity, which is in Fairfield, Con-
necticut. She recorded a hat-
trick in the semifinal victory.

“They’ve been playing soc-
cer together for many years,”
said Brooke Murphy, who
played college soccer at the
University of New Hampshire
and was also an All-American
player during her high school
career at Monson. “They al-

Marcela Tapia looks to a make a run.

ways find each other on the
field and are a lot of fun to
watch.”

Five minutes into the
opening half, Tennessee Mur-
phy delivered a crossing pass
to Hannah Murphy, who fin-
ished off the play by scoring a
breakaway goal.

The duo hooked up again
during the 10th minute, as
Hannah Murphy fired a low
shot into the right corner of the
net giving Monson a 2-0 lead.

Granby, who finished the
summer league regular season
with a 7-3-1, cut the deficit in

L ah S o P & boaomif

half during the 13th minute
following an unassisted goal
by Kalli White, who’s only
going to be a junior.

“It’s very difficult playing
in the rain,” White said. “I'm
very glad that nobody got in-
jured. We need everyone to be
healthy to have a successful
season this fall.”

Monson built a 4-1 lead
with ten minutes remaining in
the first half.

Hannah Murphy scored an
unassisted goal before Tennes-
see Murphy netted her first goal
of the contest following a corner

Kalli White goes after the loose ball.

kick from Emma Maziarz.
Granby came storming
back with three goals by
White in a five-minute span at
the end of the opening half.
“Once I scored my first
goal during that span, I was
able to score a couple more,
which tied the score,” White
said. “I wish we could’ve
scored a few more goals
during the second half. We’re
looking forward to playing
Monson again this fall.”
Monson retook the lead ten
minutes into the second half fol-
lowing another corner kick goal.

This time Hannah Murphy
booted the ball into the box
from the left corner where
Tennessee Murphy put a shot
into the right corner.

Hannah Murphy, who en-
joys playing in the rain, sealed
the deal for Monson after scor-
ing her third goal, which was
unassisted, with less than two
minutes remaining in regula-
tion.

The two regular season
meetings between the Gran-
by and Monson girls’ soccer
teams are scheduled to take
place on Sept. 19 and Oct. 9.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Caroline Koziol clashes with an opponent for the ball.

RIVALRY from page 6

Following back-to-back
singles by first baseman
Kyle Platner and right field-
er Cam Rivest, DH John-
ny Gegetskas delivered an
RBI single to left giving the
home team a 4-0 advantage.

Another run crossed the
plate following a sacrifice
fly to left by shortstop Sam
Allen.

After catching the ball,

St. Joe’s left fielder Jacob
Petrin threw the ball to third
baseman Brandon Magni,
who tagged out the runner
who was trying to advance
to third base on the play.

Shortstop Seth  Allen,
who’s Sam’s twin brother,
capped off the opening frame
by hitting a two run double
off the left field fence.

“We kept passing the bat
and put a lot of pressure on
them in the first inning,” Fer-
ry said. “We had some hard

Brandon Magni makes a play for St. Joe’s.
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hits and a couple of walks in
that inning. We also batted
around in the first inning of
last year’s finals. 1 capped
the inning off with a bases
loaded triple in that game.”

St. Joe’s DH Pat Fitzgib-
bons drew a walk leading
off the second inning, but
he was thrown out trying to
steal by Hogan.

PeoplesBank scored
three more runs in the third
inning.

Clark, who was hit-by-a-

pitch in the second inning,
knocked home the first run
of the frame with a double to
left. Platner followed with a
two-run double to right.
Trailing, 10-0, St. Joe’s
began the fourth inning with
a line-drive single by Petrin,
who was thrown out trying
to steal second base. Slattery
also singled, but the next
batter grounded into a 6-4-3
inning ending double play.
St. Joe’s standard two
runs on base in the top of the

fifth, as PeoplesBank took a
1-0 lead in the series.

The Bankers jumped out
a 7-0 lead in game two be-
fore St. Joe’s battled with
five runs in the bottom of the
fourth inning.

Center fielder Aaron Lit-
tle knocked home two runs
with a double and right field-
er Colby Harrington contrib-
uted with an RBI single. The
other two runs crossed the
plate following errors.

The Bankers, who were

led offensively by third
baseman Cam MacDonald
with two hits and two RBIs,
responded with three runs
in the sixth inning giving the
visitors a 10-5 advantage.

St. Joe’s scored two more
runs in the bottom of the
sixth inning.

Danny Gaines was the
winning pitcher in game
two, which capped off an-
other memorable season for
PeoplesBank.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Greg Vouros fields a grounder to second.
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GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work.
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A

533-8867
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AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
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Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery.
413-267-3827.

TAG SALE

AUG. 8-9. NOS POTBELLY STOVE,
1937, wood/coal, 52" ceiling fan, garage
door opener, collectible Hess and Tonka
trucks. Asking top dollar, will discuss prices.
10am-4pm, 114 Hendrick St.,Chi-
copee.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,

A B Hauling and
~— Removal Service

2**xxx*xx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

fishing, signs, and more. HOME
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396
IMPROVEMENT
EITIEII | CHAMELEON
PAINTING & REMODELING

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A CGall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

Cz]

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French

(413) 222-5542

frenchyn@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Buying? Selling?

Classifieds =
Get Results! "

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-283-
7087.

HELP WANTED FOR A

BUSY BREAKFAST LUNCH
RESTAURANT.
Weekday Dishwasher, great hours,
good pay for hardworking person.Please
come by and fill out application. Partners
Restaurant, 485 Springfield Street,
Feeding Hills.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5
hours each day. Duties include cleaning,
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

LINE COOK. Fast order wanted for fun,
busy family Breakfast and Lunch Restau-
rant. Good pay, weekends and weekdays.
Fulltime. Please come by and fill out ap-
plication. Partners Restaurant, 485
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is
looking for mature, responsible adults with
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

CASH FOR
JUN

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

CHICOPEE: BEDROOM

APT., n(“EN, = | §/hot water. 1st/
last/secu mB W 5 9-297-1513. 18

Mount Carmel Ave.

| FORRENT |
&

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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HEARING from page 1

lations are in place because of
the fact that Granby’s soil is
different from most places in
the state, which Title V regu-
lations generally cover.

The first part of the regu-
lations, regarding the percola-
tion tests, the new regulations
restrict tests for new construc-
tion to be conducted in March
or April only. It also details
that high groundwater table
determination for new con-
struction must also be made
during the same months.
The final part details that the
called ground water level
“must be called at the higher
of actual observed water level
or soil mottling”.

The next section details
Title V inspections, which

detail that these inspections
must be conducted by a mem-
ber of the Board of Health,
and “septic tanks must be
empty in order to determine
the internal condition.”

It also states that sep-
tic tanks under 1,500 gal-
lons must be replaced with a
1,500-gallon tank or higher. A
soil evaluator must determine
the high-water table during a
standard soil evaluation, and
also be witnessed by a mem-
ber of the Board of Health.

The Subsurface Absorp-
tion System must be replaced
if there is less than 18 inch-
es of separation between its
bottom and the called high
groundwater or refusal, and
the subsurface soil absorption
system must be replaced if the
capacity is less than 60% of

TOWN Reminder

the current design standards,
and all cesspools must be re-
placed.

Also in the Title V inspec-
tions category, it states that “a
potable water test, including
nitrate and nitrite, must be
conducted on lots served by
a shallow well or lots with a
septage loading of more than
110 gpd per 10,000 square
feet.”

The last part states, “If the
septic system has received
below normal flows for the
90 days prior to the Title 5
inspection, the SAS function
must be evaluated between
90 and 180 days after normal

loading has commenced.”

Under the new regulations

for septic system design, it

states that the SAS sizing
for dwelling units will be in-

» Legal Notices

TOWN OF
SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF HYBRID
PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning Board will
hold a hybrid public hearing on
Monday, August 25, 2025 at
6:30 p.m. to consider an appli-
cation for Site Plan Review filed
by Melanie Lorenz; 478 Am-
herst Road, South Hadley MA;
for a mobile food establishment
with associated site improve-
ments at 0 Amherst Road, Map
58 Parcel 132, pursuant to the
Zoning Bylaw Article XII (Site
Plan Review); and the Zoning
Use and Dimensional Regula-
tion Schedules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-
in information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.

zoom.us/j/86486728408 ?pwd=
LdpmURzP8mullFY VATt
BwrkoVwjqoo.l Or join by
phone: +1 309 205 3325 We-
binar ID: 864 8672 8408 Pass-
code: 795018

The subject project is locat-
ed within the Agricultural and
Business B zoning districts with
development proposed in the
Business B portion of the site.
The subject property is current-
ly undeveloped and in common
ownership with the abutting
property at 478 Amherst Road.
The majority of the 6.87 acre

Event Name

property located is located in
South Hadley with road front-
age in the Town of Granby.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6)
in Town Hall and is posted at
www.southhadley.org on the
Planning Department page un-
der ‘Permit Applications’- ‘Site
Plan Review’ under section
‘Amherst Road (Map 58,
Parcel 132) - Mobile Food Es-
tablishment’ or can be viewed
at:  https://www.southhadley.
org/1179/Site-Plan-Review per-
son interested in, or wishing to
be heard, should appear/join the
hearing at the time and in the
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning
Board
08081, 08/15/2025

TOWN OF
SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF

HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning Board will hold
a hybrid public hearing on Mon-
day, August 25, 2025 at 6:30
p.-m. to consider an application
for Special Permit filed by Bar-
stow’s Longview Farm, Inc;
14 Barstow Lane Hadley MA,
01035; to convert a dimensional-
ly nonconforming single-family
dwelling to a two-family dwell-
ing at 73 Alvord Street , Map 42
Parcel 10, pursuant to the Zon-
ing Bylaw Article IX (Special
Permits); 255-7 (Existing uses,
buildings and structures; non-
conforming uses); 255-27 (Con-

Send Us Your
Community
Autumn Events

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published September 10, 2025.
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

version of single-family dwell-
ing to two-family dwelling); and
the Zoning Use and Dimensional
Regulation Schedules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/864867284087p-
wd=LdpmURzP8mullFY VAIt-
BwrkoVwjqoo.l Or join by
phone: +1 309 205 3325 We-
binar ID: 864 8672 8408 Pass-
code: 795018

The subject project is located
within the Agricultural zoning
district and includes an existing
single-family home and agricul-
tural outbuildings.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6) in
Town Hall and is posted at www.
southhadley.org on the Planning
Department page under ‘Permit
Applications’- ‘Special Permit’
under section ‘Alvord Street
(73) - 2 Family Conversion and
Alteration of Nonconforming
Structure’ or can be viewed
at: https://www.southhadley.
org/1181/Special-Permits ~ Any
person interested in, or wishing
to be heard, should appear/join
the hearing at the time and in the
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board
08/08, 08/15/2025

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Deadline
for Calendar
submissions
is August 11.

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event”

in the subject line of your email.

creased by 110 gallons per
day, per dwelling unit.

There also needs to be
100 feet or more between the
SAS and protected wetland,
whereas state and Title V
say 50, and septic tanks and
pump chambers must be 100
feet away from potable wa-
ter wells. Trench permits will
now be required for installing
septic tanks, pump chambers,
or SAS, and septic tanks for
single and two-family homes
need to be Title 5, two-cham-
ber designs with an outlet
filter with a marked filter lo-
cation.

The required sand must be
used for the installation of the
chamber, and a representative
of the Board of Health must
inspect the SAS excavation
before the placement of any
Title 5 sand.

The next point for the
design is for Class I soils,
which are required to have a
minimum of five feet of ver-
tical separation between the
high groundwater level and
the bottom of the SAS. It also
states that no portion of an
SAS may be installed below

the 100-year flood plain, or
closer than 50 feet to a down
gradient footing drain, or sur-
face drain.

The new regulations
maintain that the minimum
design capacity for any SAS
is 330 gallons per day, and
that “septic systems to be
used by more than one struc-
ture shall not be modified or
constructed without deed re-
strictions that require the in-
volved structures to be under
common ownership while us-
ing the shared system. In the
case of condominiums, facili-
ty maintenance contracts may
be used in lieu of this require-
ment.”

The last new regulation on
the proposed list is for septic
systems that serve single-fam-
ily dwellings, if they require
post-septic tank pumps, two
pumps with back-up power
shall be used.

“These are not town by-
laws; they are local septic
regulations that are codified.
They should not have to go
to town meeting, which is for
bylaws,” said Bill Shaheen.

Many in the public hear-

Page 9

ing voiced their concerns for
what these new regulations
mean, when the state regu-
lations differ so greatly from
these new, more restrictive
guidelines and regulations
proposed by the Board of
Health.

Bombardier explained that
most of these regulations in
Granby currently have been
around for 30 or 45 years,
many of them that went in
before the current Title V reg-
ulations. He explained that as
the original regulations stand,
“it would be real difficult to
defend if brought to court.”

“And hopefully one of
the things that we’ve got as
an assignment for ourselves
is we’re three people that
are getting old, and how are
we going to pass this on and
make sure the town is protect-
ed,” Bombardier said.

Bombardier thanked the
people who came forward
with their questions, and stat-
ed a decision on the regula-
tions to pass them will happen
at the beginning of their next
meeting, to be announced.

NASA from page 1

will show the cooperation be-
tween them, and the movies
with “the meatball”, or their
logo, or name will be used.
Interstellar is an example of
the name used, but not the
meatball, as the director did
not want NASA to have much
control over the movie.

The movie “Hidden Fig-
ures” itself reached a lot of
popularity, bringing peo-
ple from all over to explore
NASA, and learn more about
it, and the story of the wom-
en who helped to discover the
formula to get to the moon.

Many media sources,
books, movies, television se-
ries, and more have been able
to work with NASA and as-
tronauts to share the stories
of the achievements of NASA
and the astronauts.

Barry shared some of his

time as a historical consultant
and worked with actors like
Ryan Gosling on “First Man”,
the story of Neil Armstrong,
the first man on the moon, and
working with Gosling and
went on tours of NASA for
him to get the full experience.

Barry also shared his
work with Apple Studios, and
worked on the script for “Fly
Me to the Moon”, starring
Channing Tatum and Scarlett
Johansen, and its story.

“It was an amazing op-
portunity, truly one of a kind,
to be able to work on these
movies and with these actors
to share these stories,” said
Barry.

Barry worked with NASA
for 19 years, including work-
ing as the Chief Historian
from 2010 to 2020 at the end
of his career. While serving in
the Air Force, he went to get
his PHD, where he learned

about the Soviet Space Pro-
gram.

“It was a chance to do
something different, and for
a movie like this, you have
a chance to expose people
to NASA history, and what
happened and happens,” said
Barry.

Gives talks every now and
then around at different areas
about NASA’s history with
civic groups, and at museums.

“’Hidden Figures’ was my
favorite movie to work on,
mostly because director Ted
Melfi was great, and was also
interested in learning random
history facts, and he was such
a nice guy,” said Barry.

On Monday, Aug. 11, the
Council on Aging will be
showing “First Man” for the
Monday Movie, and Chef
Maggie is making a special
space snack to enjoy at 1:30
p.m.
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CLUES ACROSS

1, Spiritual leaders
7. Salt

13. Fortified wing

14, Edible mollusk
16. They precede C
17. Away to compare
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41, Endured
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4. Containers

19, State lawyer 48, French ballet dynasty winner 39. Religious conflicts
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actor Ciaran ownership plan 8. Head injury category 43, “Boardwalk Empire”
22. Eighth month (abbr) 53, Bottom layer (abbr.) actress Gretchen
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25. __ exmachina 56. Yankee great Judge 10, Intestinal 47. One who supports the
26. Satisfies 58, Dickens character 11. Not yes pope
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38. Side by side and facing
the same way

68. Top government lawyer
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Immaculate Heart of Mary’s
Summerfest returns

GRANBY - Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in Gran-
by, MA will be having their
Summerfest Chicken BBQ on
Sunay August 24, from noon
to 4 p.m. Chicken dinner is
$15 and includes a Half BBQ
Chicken, Baked Potato and
Corn on the Cob, as well as

dessert and a bottled water.
Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
will also be available. Raf-
fle Prizes of $500, $250, and
$100, Raffle Baskets, Bake
Sale, Kids Games, Prizes,
Lottery Trees, and Music!
Fun for the whole family!

Spotted Lanternfly confirmed
in nearby South Hadley:
Belchertown urges

residents to stay vigilant

BELCHERTOWN - The
Massachusetts ~ Department
of Agricultural Resources
(MDAR) has confirmed the
presence of the invasive spot-
ted lanternfly (Lycorma delica-
tula), or SLF, in South Hadley.
This pest poses a significant
threat to local agriculture, for-
ests, and outdoor recreation,
and Belchertown officials are
urging residents and business-
es to be on the lookout and re-
port any sightings.

The spotted lanternfly
feeds on more than 70 species
of plants, including grape-
vines, maples, hops, and
tree-of-heaven. While it does
not bite or sting humans or
animals, the insect gathers in
large numbers and leaves be-
hind a sticky substance called
“honeydew”, which can at-
tract other insects and promote
mold growth on surfaces.

“While no infestation has
been identified in Belchertown
at this time, the proximity of
this confirmed sighting un-
derscores the need for aware-
ness and early reporting,”’
said Town Manager Steve
Williams. “We encourage
residents to familiarize them-
selves with this pest and report
any sightings immediately.”

MDAR and USDA sur-

veyors will be working in the
region throughout the sum-
mer, inspecting trees and oth-
er host plants to determine the
extent of the infestation.

How to Report
Spotted Lanternfly:
- Take a photo if possible
- Record the location of
the sighting
- Report directly on
MDAR’s website: https:/

mass.gov/spottedlanternfly.
Resources for Residents
and Businesses:

MDAR has provided fact
sheets, identification guides,
and public service announce-
ments to help communities
recognize and respond to this
invasive insect. These ma-
terials are available in mul-
tiple languages and can be
accessed at https://mass.gov/
spottedlanternfly.

The Town of Belchertown
also has additional informa-
tion available on its website:
https://www.belchertown.org/
CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=82For
more information or to re-
quest educational materials,
please contact the Massachu-
setts Department of Agricul-
tural Resources directly or
visit the Town of Belchertown
website.

TOWN Reminder

SHELF from page 1

nity to benefit from getting
what they need, no ques-
tions asked.

“I've lived in this house
my whole life, and now I
get to raise mine here,” said
Dion. “You never know what
people are going through, so
just be kind. Even the small-
est interaction can make a big
difference.”

Since the Shelf opened
only a few days ago, it has
spread to bins and a rack, as
well as a new canopy to pro-
tect the items from the weath-
er and provide some shade,
t0o.

“My kids and my fami-
ly are my biggest supports.
They help me refill the shelf
daily with many other things
with the community,” said
Dion.

Above: A canopy
tent is up and
will help protect
the items from
the rain. Right:
The sign outside
welcomes people
to donate or take
what they need.

Dion will be hosting a
bottle and can drive, now
until October 31, in order
to raise money to purchase
items for the shelf, but also
with the goal of finding a
better, bigger place to run all
seasons.

You can contact Dorina
Dion via email at thehelpful-
handshelf@gmail.com, and
find her on Facebook, and
join the group “The Helpful
Hand Community Shelf” for
more information.

Please do not donate
items to the shelf that are
broken, rusted, moldy, or
expired. Donate items you
would want to receive, with
care and integrity.

It only takes one item to
make a difference in someone
else’s life, whether it be some
food, gift bags, baby toys, or
a Halloween costume.

August 8, 2025

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
Whether it’s snacks, a meal, personal care items, or even a
costume for a party, the community shelf is here to help.

Cards and pet food, two things you don’t always think you’ll
need.

PARTY from page 1

with people enjoying a lunch
and some cake while saying
their goodbyes, see-you-lat-
ers, and congratulations for
her new job at a new senior
community.

“It’s hard to put into words,
but it’s mostly about the heart
here and the community here,
and that was important to me,
to build community, because
it’s part of who you are,” said
Florence. “It’s been amazing
to work with everybody here,
as well as the volunteers who
help to keep the programs
running and presentations.”

Florence spent a lot of
time working closely with the
volunteers who came to help,
whether in the kitchen, at the
front desk, or anywhere else,
making them feel just as val-
ued as the staff at the council
on aging.

“What I love to do is find
ways for people to be able
to share gifts and talents that
they have, and that’s what
makes the community rich,”
said Florence.

“Kathy has an extraor-
dinary passion for her work
with volunteers and the com-

munity members,” said Direc-
tor Jule Pearce. “Her ability
to think of new programming
and have it happen is brilliant.
She’s very creative and was
able to plan and orchestrate
the activities we host at the
Council on Aging.”

Florence went to school
originally for music therapy,
but soon found that her true
passion was working with
older adults, planning, coor-
dinating, and figuring out new
activities and events for the
people in her care to enjoy.

“I thought about what
would interest me, and what
people have asked for or what
people would like, but I like
to think outside the box and
come up with something dif-
ferent, and then I try and make
it happen,” said Florence.

Her old office became
full of flowers, plants, and
gifts, and a member wrote
her a poem, and it was “very
sweet,” making the good-byes
all the harder.

“The entire staff is incred-
ibly proud of all that Kathy
has done, and will continue to
do, for older adults. It was our
pleasure to host an amazing
send-off to ensure community

members were able to share
what she meant to them as
well,” said Pearce.

The party ended beautiful-
ly, with Town Administrator
Lisa Wong and Director of

Human Services Andy Rog-
ers also saying a few words of
thanks for all the hard work
she has put in.

Submitted Photos

No party is complete without some deliciou cke and
beautiful flowers.
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Lisa Wong sharing her congratulations to Kathy and wishing

her well on her next adventure.

work meant to him.

¥

Wendy Farley and Sue Goldstein enjoying their time with Kathy,
and some cake, of course.



