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SOUTH HADLEY – In a 
recent community update, Town 
Administrator Lisa Wong in-
formed residents about a high 
school drainage project and a 
security grant.

Regarding the drainage proj-
ect, Wong released that at Town 
Meeting in 2022, $675,000 was 
approved to address “the mois-
ture problem that is believed to 
be from excessively high mois-
ture” in the soils around and 
under the building �oor slab 
and outdated HVAC design and 
control systems that are “not 
conducive to ef�cient and mod-
ern air control and monitoring.”
“The �rst step is to provide pe-
rimeter footing drains connected 
to either existing drainage struc-
ture, or provide new exit outlets 
to provide positive drainage 
away from the building foun-
dation,” Wong released in the 
update. “With effective removal 
of excessive water, the Town can 

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – This 
weekend’s “Veterans Picnic 
in the Park” event aims to 
join veterans with communi-
ty members and organizations 
while also offering a day of 
fun.

The family-friendly event, 
scheduled from 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m. on Sunday, August 13, 
will be held at Buttery Brook 
Park on Willimansett Street.

“The number one thing that 
service members lose when 
they separate from service is 
their sense of belonging and 
community,” said Michael 
Slater, South Hadley’s director 
of veterans’ services. “It is the 
aim of this event to help them 
reconnect to the communities 
that they live in now.”

The day will feature a wide 
range of activities, includ-
ing pickleball and cornhole 
tournaments, a wide range of 
dance and �tness classes, var-
ious kids’ activities, and a con-
cert to wrap up the day. 

“I am excited to see people 
connecting to each other and 
experiencing things they may 
have never thought about try-
ing, such as yoga, meditation, 
family �tness class, line danc-
ing, or adaptive sports—all of 
which we will be offering a 
free intro class to during the 
event,” Slater said.

The event features two 
pickleball tournaments—a 
round robin veterans’ tourna-
ment at 10 a.m. and a mixed 
doubles tournament at 1 p.m. 
Veterans have free entry to the 
pickleball tournament, while 
mixed doubles will cost $20 
per team. Additionally, there 
are cash prizes. The cornhole 
tournament will run from 11 
a.m. - 4 p.m., with registration 
starting at 10:15 a.m., accord-
ing to event details.

Picnickers can also attend a 
variety of �tness classes; “Tan-
ya Gets You Fit” has a parent 
and child class at 10 a.m., there 
will be line dancing at 11 a.m., 
and yoga, meditation, and an 

Veterans Picnic in the 
Park event aims to bring 
community together

Courtesy Photo, Town Administrator Lisa Wong
The drainage project at the high school

TA discusses drainage 
project, grant funding
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BAIL COMMISSIONERS NEEDED

EASTERN HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COURT JURISDICTION
The Massachusetts Trial Court hereby gives notice of the availability of one or more Bail Commissioner 
appointments for the Eastern Hampshire District Court located in Hampshire County. 

A Bail Commissioner is appointed by the Massachusetts Trial Court to make release and bail determinations for 
persons arrested when courts are closed (overnights, weekends and holidays.)  

PLEASE NOTE:  This is an appointment only. No salary or benefits are included but fees may be collected from the 
person in custody at the time of release. The base fee is $40.00.
Bail Commissioners are required to have reliable transportation in order to travel to the Eastern Hampshire District 
Court and the police departments located in Amherst, Belchertown, Granby, Hadley, Pelham, South Hadley and Ware.  
Proximity to the communities listed and familiarity with criminal law and procedures helpful. 

If you are interested in being considered for appointment please contact: 
CATHERINE M. COUGHLIN, ESQUIRE

STATE BAIL ADMINISTRATOR
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE TRIAL COURT

tcbail@jud.state.ma.us

The appointing authorities do not discriminate against any applicant because of race, color, sex, age, national origin, 
religion, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression, status as a veteran, basis of disability or any other 
federal, state or local protected class. www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

South Hadley

SOUTH HADLEY - Summer isn’t 
over yet, and residents are invited to stop 
by the town’s public library for several 
events this month, as well as books, mov-
ies, programs, technology, online resourc-
es, and more.

Plus, it’s all free with a library card, 
the South Hadley Public Library released.

ADULT PROGRAMS

Tuesday Night Knitting Group
Tuesdays from 6-8 p.m.

Join the library’s Tuesday Night Knit-
ters for some quality knitting and crochet-
ing time. All skill levels are welcome. 
The group meets on the second �oor in 
the Mandrachia Quiet Study Room, but 
may move to a larger meeting room when 
available.

Outdoor Yoga for Adults and Teens 
with Jessica Carey

Wednesday, August 16, at 6 p.m.
Enjoy gentle yoga on the library lawn 

with the sound of the Connecticut River 
�owing in the background. Register by 
calling the library at 413-538-5045.

Spanish Conversation Circle
Saturday, August 19, at 10:30 a.m.
A wonderful and relaxed opportuni-

ty for Spanish speakers to practice their 
language skills. Participants should have 
some basic conversational skills to join 
the group. This is not a language class.

The Photo Angel with Kate Kelly
Saturday, August 19, at 11 a.m.

Attention family historians: the pur-
pose of this project is to document success 
stories and inspire others to search their 
dusty attic boxes for photos with identi�-
able information and join in the fun.

Virtual Author Talks (register online)
Tuesday, August 15, at 4 p.m. – “The 

Prophets” by Robert Jones, Jr.
Wednesday, August 23, at 8 p.m. – 

“The Mortal Instruments Series” by Cas-
sandra Clare

Wednesday, August 30, at 2 p.m. – “A 
Year Inside College Admissions” by Jeff 
Selingo

TEEN PROGRAMS
 (for ages 11-high school)

Teen Takeaways
Teens may sign-up once and receive 

a new “Takeaway” every month, a craft 
with all supplies and directions provided, 
as well as some other goodies in each bag. 
No monthly meetings or online meetings. 
Craft on your own time with no pressure 
or stress. This month’s Teen Takeaway 
features origami.

KIDS’ PROGRAMS
Reading Buddies 

with Duchess & Gwen
Duchess the Yorkshire terrier and 

Gwen the greyhound are reading ther-
apy dogs from Bright Spot Therapy 
Dogs.  Kids in kindergarten and above 
can schedule a 15-minute time slot to 
read to one of them. Duchess will appear 
on Mondays, August 14 and 28, from 6-7 
p.m., and Gwen will appear on Wednes-
day, August 23, from 3:30-5 p.m. Pre-reg-
istration is required. Parents or caretakers 
can sign their children up by calling the 
library at 413-538-5045 or stopping into 
the library. If all time slots are �lled, feel 
free to give information for future visits.

Take & Make Crafts
Children who are participating in 

the summer reading program are invit-
ed to pick-up a Take & Make craft each 
week. Crafts for August include craft stick 
apples and Olympic torches. No pre-reg-
istration is needed, just pop into the Chil-
dren’s Room and grab a bag. Supplies are 
limited. One per child. Weekly craft bags 
are available through August 12, or while 
supplies last each week.

Plains Elementary School 
 Guest Reader Storytime

Every  Thursday morning at 10:30 
a.m.  in the summer, the library will host 

a different Plains Elementary School ed-
ucator.

“We’ve been offering this for over 20 
years as a way for incoming Plains stu-
dents to get to know the staff or for former 
students to visit with a favorite educator,” 
the library released.

The story times are held on the library 
lawn, if weather permits.  Play time will 
immediately follow the story time.  Par-
ents also have an opportunity to speak 
with the Plains staff.

Story Time & Rhyme Time
Families are invited to Story Time ev-

ery  Monday and Thursday (with Plains 
School guest readers) at 10:30 a.m. for an 
assortment of picture books followed by 
an age-appropriate craft or other fun ac-
tivity. While geared for birth to age �ve, 
the library welcomes older children to 
participate if desired. Join in the Story-

time/Craft Room.
The youngest patrons and their 

grownups are encouraged to come  to 
Rhyme Time every Tuesday morning 
at 10:30 a.m. Participants can sing and 
dance during this interactive music-based 
program. Children from birth through six 
will enjoy this fun activity. Depending 
on the weather, Rhyme Time takes place 
outdoors or in the Community Meeting 
Room.

CFCE Wednesday Playgroup
Wednesday mornings at 10:30  a.m., 

Dana from the Coordinated Family Com-
munity Engagement Program will present 
a fun-�lled program with stories, games, 
circle time, music, and more for children 
from birth to �ve. Older siblings are al-
ways welcome to attend, too.

South Hadley Public Library announces August events

move forward �nding solutions that ad-
dress the remaining issues, including �oor 
slab vapor barrier and HVAC design.”

In other news, the South Hadley School 
department has recently been awarded a 
$140,000 Safer Schools grant from the 
Massachusetts Executive Of�ce of Public 
Safety and Security, Wong said.

“Town Meeting approved $150,000 in 
funds towards this project in May,” Wong 
released. “The funds will be used for se-
curity cameras and keyless entry hardware 
at the Mosier, middle, and high schools.”

GRANT from page 1

intro to adaptive sports complete the day 
at 1 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m., respectively.

At noon, organizers will also hold a 
ceremony with the posting of the colors, 
singing of the national anthem, and a mo-
ment of silence for prisoners of war, those 
missing in action, and those currently 
serving.

The day will conclude with a concert 
by local artist Lindsay LaBelle at 4 p.m.; 
food trucks will be available throughout 
the day.

“[The event] was created to foster 
an environment that brings veterans and 
service members together and connects 
them to the community,” Slater added. 
“We as veterans and service members are 
just one piece of what makes up our com-
munities’ connection, key to a healthy 
community where people feel valued and 
appreciated.”

Planned by the Western Mass. Veter-
an Service Of�cer Association and the 
Mathew J. Vieu Memorial Fund, many 
local sponsors throughout the communi-
ty also came through to make the event 
possible.

“I want everyone to know this is 
called Veterans Picnic in the Park because 
it is brought to life by several veteran 
service organizations, but it is open to 
everyone,” Slater said. “Entrance, park-
ing, and the concert are free. The only 
expense to individuals will be food.”
Veterans are asked to check-in at 
the log cabin to receive a few spe-
cial items. People are also asked to 
bring donations to support the Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors food pantry.
For more information or to sign up to vol-
unteer, visit “Veterans Picnic in the Park” 
on Facebook.

PICNIC from page 1
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Support Programs: FREE Local Transportation, Brown Bag,
Caregiver Support Group, Companion Transportation, Daily
Lunch, SHINE, Veterans Support Group, & More.

Art Programs: Academic Drawing & Painting, Watercolor,
Craft Club, Creative Collage, Color Me Calm & More.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER:

SOUTHHADLEY
COUNCILONAGING
YOURVIBRANTCENTERWITH
FUN,FITNESS,ANDFRIENDS.

www.southhadley.org/
324/Council-on-Aging

THE COA OFFERS A VARIETY OF PROGRAMS!

Fitness Programs: Healthy Bones & Balance, Personal
Training, Stretch & Go, Yoga, Fitness Basics & More.
Entertainment Programs: Concerts, Birthday & Anniversary
Party, Acoustic Café, Presentations, Speakers, & More.

MONDAY- FRIDAY 8:00 AM- 4:30 PM
TUESDAYS UNTIL 7:00 PM 413-538-5030 PRESS 3,

45 DAYTON STREET, SOUTH HADLEY 01075

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Tuesday Nights • 6:30pm
Pitch Night

We would like to thank 
all of our patrons, members, 

families and friends 
for all of your support.

Now that vacations are here 
we will be starting up our 
festivities in September. 

We wish you all a 
Happy & Safe Summer. 

See you in September. 
God Bless!

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include: 
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
town’s Council on Aging has 
announced several upcoming 
events.

National Senior Center 
Month - September

The 2023 theme “Discov-
er Yours” encourages residents 
to come to their senior center, 
“whether you are a regular or if 
you have never visited,” South 
Hadley’s Council On Aging re-
leased.

“The theme also encourages 
you to discover your unique in-
terests, talents, and aspirations.”

A list of special events will 
be on the Senior Center’s Face-
book page, on Channel 15, and 
throughout the Senior Center in 
the coming weeks.

Tick Information – 5:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, August 15

Presented by Sharon Hart, 
director of the South Hadley 
Board of Health, Maureen Cou-
ture, RN, Board of Health, and 
Rebekah Cornell, conservation 
administrator/planner.

The presentation will discuss 
how ticks spread diseases, how 
to prevent tick bites, and what 
symptoms to look for.

“We will also talk about steps 
you can take in your yard, to help 
keep ticks away from your most-
used outdoor spaces, and what 
plants ticks like to avoid,” the 
Senior Center released.

There will also be raf�es and 
plant giveaways.

Tech Time with Sandy
10 a.m. on 

Wednesday, August 16
Sandy, the Senior Center’s 

technology wizard, can answer 
questions. Examples of things 
she can help with include setting 
up an iPhone, iPad, tablet, or lap-
top. She can also help residents 
with accessibility features, Blue-
tooth connections, or an Alexa. 
Call the COA to make an ap-
pointment with Sandy.

Caregiver Support 
Group – 10 a.m.

Are you a caregiver to a se-
nior living with a chronic illness?

“Caregivers come in all 
shapes and sizes,” the Coun-

Seniors

Senior Center announces upcoming events

By Kimberly Palmucci
townreminder@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
town’s Cultural Council is 
seeking input on what residents 
want to see in 2024.

“Let Cultural Council mem-
bers know what kind of events 
you would like to see them 
sponsor in 2024 by completing 
this  brief survey,” the Coun-
cil released in a statement on 
the town’s website; a link to 
the survey is also available on 
the website, southhadley.org. 
“Thank you for your participa-
tion.”

According to a survey de-
scription, the South Hadley Cul-
tural Council is an eight-mem-
ber group of appointed South 
Hadley residents.

“We are part of the Local 
Cultural Council (LCC) pro-

gram of Mass. Cultural Coun-
cil, and every year we—and 
LCCs throughout Massachu-
setts—receive money to grant 
to our local grant applicants,” 
the Council shared. “Eligible 
projects are in the arts, human-
ities, or sciences.”

The Cultural Council added 
that the aim of the survey is “to 
hear what cultural offerings, 
events, and resources you, as 
residents of South Hadley, feel 
our community would bene�t 
from.”

“Your input will assist us as 
we make grant decisions in this 
upcoming grant cycle (Septem-
ber/October 2023) for projects 
to take place in 2024.”

Resident input will also 
help plan a community event 
in the coming year. Survey re-
sponses are asked to be submit-
ted by Friday, August 18.

Cultural Council 
seeks resident input

REGION - Approximately 
5,500 students received bache-
lor’s degrees in more than 100 
majors at the University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst’s Undergrad-
uate Commencement in May.
Local students who earned a de-
gree include:

GRANBY: Joseph Bessette; 
Joshua William Cox; Hannah 
L Jones-Trudeau; Edrick Brad-
ley Kusumo; Lindsay Colum-
bus Layne; Kylie Montemagni; 
Kyle Thomas Murdock; Zoe 
Rose Robinson; Joshua S White; 

Samuel Patrick White

SOUTH HADLEY: Ab-
dullah Khuram Abbasi; Corey 
M Bartolucci; Alex Bowman; 
Riley Patrick Cordeau; Barbara 
Grativol De Oliveira; J. J. DiP-
ietro; Michael Anthony Doyle; 
Hannah Carole Gebhardt; Sheila 
M Gonzalez; Samantha N Jenks; 
Brook Lynn Masse; Kago Mot-
soma; Sean M Mullen; Ethan 
Robert Ortyl; Lyle Michael 
Pare Jr.; Nathan Henry Piligian; 
Nathan William Wright; Justin 
Yeung

Local students receive bachelor’s 
degrees from UMass Amherst

GRANBY – Resident Joey 
Deprey has been announced to 
the dean’s list for spring 2023 
at Curry College. The college, 

founded in Boston in 1879, is a 
private, co-educational, liberal 
arts-based institution located in 
Milton.

Resident makes dean’s list at Curry College

Please see EVENTS, page 5

By Sam Gelinas
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – Certi-
�ed Holistic Nurses Jannet Luc-
ier and Jeffro Wyda will host up-
coming events at the Council on 
Aging that share their extensive 
expertise.

At 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Au-
gust 22, Lucier will be sharing 
the fundamentals of integrative 
health, and Wyda will be hosting 
an event at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 5, concerning the 
bene�ts of medical marijuana.

Lucier has been certi�ed for 
25 years, using her experience to 
work with those in jails and the 
homeless, as well as teaching at 
the college level. She will also be 
holding a survey, trying to speak 
to the audience’s interests as she 
intends to create a lively conver-
sation with those who choose 

to attend future events she will 
be holding at the South Hadley 
COA.

Topics participants may be 
interested in explore a range in-
cluding aromatherapy, nutrition 
and health, astrology, indigenous 
spirituality, and more. She said 
she aims to share her message of 
holistic health methods and prac-
tices in indigenous spirituality.

In his informational session 
on marijuana use, Wyda—who 
shares certi�cation on holistic 
nursing—intends to share his ex-
perience of the bene�ts of med-
ical marijuana, allowing people 
to gain quality of life, while also 
debunking stereotypes associat-
ed with cannabis.

Several areas of cannabis 
use will be addressed, including 
laws, methods of home growing, 
and the overall health bene�ts 
that come from using marijuana 

medically.
“We can’t really hide from 

stress,” he said, adding that he 
wants to allow people the oppor-
tunity to confront their stress in 
ways that, “allow people to pause 
and take stock of their lives.”

Wyda lent his profession-
al expertise in order to legalize 
marijuana use in the state from 
2009-2017, and said that during 
the process, there had been a real 
lack of professionals who partic-
ipated in the �ght for legaliza-
tion.

Wyda, who specializes in 
holistic stress management pro-
grams, has seen �rsthand the 
negative impacts that medication 
has had, especially on young-
er people, and wants to allow 
people to confront their stresses 
and anxieties in ways that are 
“healthy and holistic.”

Holistic wellness events at COA
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thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub-
lished. 

Unsigned or anon-
ymous letters will 
NOT be published. 

We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions. 
Libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, per-
sonal attacks or def-
amation of character 
are not allowed. Dead-
line for submissions is 
Wednesday at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be 
sent to Town Remind-
er, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

‘No one is above the law’
One cannot open a newspaper or turn 

on the television without hearing comments 
like, “no one is above the law.” Apparently, 
that message has not reach the South Had-
ley Water District #1 Commissioners, as I 
have been trying for a year to get the Wa-
ter District #1 to comply with a Freedom of 
Information request which the Secretary of 
State’s Of�ce Determination (SPR22/2871) 
permits me to inspect the records I have 
requested. The District board has and con-

tinues to stall in complying with the FOIA 
request; evidently, they feel they are above 
the law. The request is for phone records, as 
I believe the Water Board either knew about 
or condoned the use of District equipment 
for non-district purposes. They need to be 
reminded that their �duciary responsibility 
is to the public they serve, not covering up 
questionable activities.

Bruce C. Forcier
South Hadley

The strange saga of the 
Sutherland Sisters

By J. Mark Powell
jmarkpowell.com

There’s no deli-
cate way to say this, 
so here goes. Your 
great-great-grand-
parents had a weird 
thing about hair.

The Victorians 
were obsessed with lovely locks. People have 
always admired a nice head of hair. But Victo-
rians were bonkers for beautiful tresses.

They snipped strands of dead loved ones’ 
hair for keepsakes. They put their locks inside 
lockets and photo cases for paramours and 
they made hair jewelry. 

Seriously, it was a thing. They wove it into 
bracelets, brooches, watch fobs, and more.

Decades before the musical “Hair” took 
Broadway by storm, a musical group swept 
the country at the height of hair’s heyday and, 
in turn, peddled a concoction that made a 
fortune. This is the story of seven sisters and 
their combined 37 feet of hair.

Life wasn’t easy on the Sutherland fam-
ily’s turkey farm in Niagara County, New 
York, Fletcher Sutherland was like Pa Kettle, 
a lazy ne’er-do-well content to let everyone 
else do his work for him. 

Daughters Sarah, Victoria, Isabella, 
Grace, Naomi, Dora, and Mary herded the 
birds barefoot and in dingy dresses. Smooth-
talking Papa Sutherland preferred preaching 
and politicking and basically anything (apart 
from manual labor) that let him �ap his jaw.

His daughters were so ashamed of their 
appearance they hid when company called, 
especially after their longsuffering mother 
died in 1867.

But one thing set the Sutherland sisters 
apart. Their remarkably long, lovely hair 
which grew to their waist and beyond. People 
raved about it.

Their mother had drenched their heads 
with a foul-smelling mixture she cooked up 
to make their hair luxuriously beautiful. It 
smelled so bad that kids wouldn’t sit beside 
them in school. 

When the mom passed away, the odious 
ointment went to the grave with her.

The girls (along with brother Charles) be-
gan playing musical instruments and singing. 
Their daddy, always looking for a chance to 
make a quick buck, booked them at churches.

Soon, the act became the talk of Upstate 
New York. 

Musically, it was nothing special. The kids 
weren’t bad; they weren’t great, either. 

But people weren’t coming to hear their 
songs. Folks �ocked to see their incredible 
hair.

Fletcher Sutherland knew a good thing 
when he saw it. He billed the sisters as “The 
Seven Wonders.” (Brother Charlie was given 
the boot; there was no interest in an adoles-
cent boy with average hair). 

By December 1880 they reached Broad-
way where audiences gazed admiringly at the 
girls’ combined total of 37 feet of hair.

The act began with the sisters sporting 
braids atop their heads. The highlight came 
when they turned their backs and unpinned it, 
unleashing a tidal wave of hair. 

Caught in glowing gaslight, crowds 
gasped in amazement at the wondrous sight. 

Victoria fascinated showgoers the most 
with her seven feet of hair. Mary was the 
slacker with a mere three feet.

In 1884 they hit the big time: A sideshow 
with Barnum and Bailey’s Circus, “The great-
est show on Earth.” P.T. Barnum promoted 
them as, “The seven most pleasing wonders 
of the world.”

The sisters were different from their col-
leagues. They weren’t viewed as “circus peo-
ple” shunned by polite society. 

They conducted themselves as digni�ed 
proper ladies. Though his girls were now 
bona �de celebrities, it still wasn’t enough to 
satisfy their father’s voracious greed.

Meet the Editor

Hi! I’m Kimberly 
Palmucci, the new 
editor of the Town 

Reminder. I am passion-
ate about journalism and 
the opportunities it af-
fords to create connec-
tions and keep a commu-
nity informed.

I grew up in Western 
Massachusetts and pre-
viously served as the In-
terim Editor of the Town 
Reminder last year. I’ve 
been a correspondent with the newspaper for 
several years, and I started my journalism ca-
reer after graduating from Temple University 
in Philadelphia in 2012. Immediately upon 
graduating, I was hired as a multimedia re-
porter and news anchor for a local outlet in the 
Philadelphia suburbs, as well as the host of a 
pet show that featured a special and interesting 
pet each week.

However, I have found nothing more re-
warding in my career than sharing local, 
community voices. Creative writing is also 
cathartic for me; I am an author as well as a 
journalist. I write creatively to express myself 
and to connect readers with uplifting narra-
tives, and as your editor, I aspire to offer accu-
rate, detailed, and unbiased information to this 
community. Ethical journalism is a communi-
ty’s tool for civil discourse, and it’s my goal to 
not only share your stories, but to deliver that 
tool each week.

I’m a mom, a wife, and a cat mom to four 
adopted felines. My family is my foundation; 
their love means the world to me, and I could 
not imagine succeeding in my career without 
their support. I am an advocate for adoptable 
pets and believe one person can make a world 
of difference. I play piano, and I feel the most 
grounded when I am in nature, feeling espe-
cially peaceful in the forest, near mountains, 
or by the sea.

My favorite part of any job I’ve held has 
been creating connections; please write to me 
at townreminder@turley.com with your per-
spective, whether it’s a question, a thought, or a 
grievance. I am here to listen, and I value your 
feedback as well as your unique stories. I am a 
fallible human being capable of making mis-
takes, and I want to hear from you if you think 
something can be done better. I chose report-
ing and authorship as my career for this reason; 
I believe we each have an important story to 
share, and it’s my job to share those stories.
I tell all of my readers—you matter, your voice 
matters, and you can inspire others with your 
words. I look forward to working hard for this 
community and meeting many of you as I cov-
er stories moving forward.

Kimberly Palmucci, Editor, Town Reminder

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

 Kimberly 
Palmucci

Seven sisters and 37 feet of hair

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Massachusetts Audubon Society reported a 
blue grosbeak in Hadley. 

The blue grosbeak is one of just a few birds 
with blue feathers. The male is dark blue with 
two reddish-brown wing bars. It has black 
feathers around the base of its large silvery bill.

The female is plain brown overall, with 
dark wings and tail. She has two buff brown 
wing bards and a large gray conical shaped 
bill. Immatures resemble the adult female. The 
young males in the spring of the next year start 
to show blue patches. Immature plumage is 
kept for one year.

Blue grosbeaks forage on the ground, hop-
ping about in search of insects. They also glean 
foliage, eat spiders, seeds and wild fruits. 

Please see HOLY COW, page 5Please see BACKYARD, page 6
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CLUES ACROSS
1. A way to pick up
5. Presents
10. Type of guitar
14. Actor Idris
15. A citizen of Iran
16. Creative
17. Harness
18. Weight unit
19. You better call him
20. Utterly devoted
22. Male cat
23. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
24. Risk-taker
27. A team’s best pitcher
30. Cool!
31. Women’s __ 

movement
32. Georgia rockers
35. Step-shaped recess
37. The princess could 

detect its presence
38. Type of truck
39. Butterhead lettuces
40. Angry people see it
41. Lines where two 

fabrics are sewn 
together

42. Soviet city
43. Carpet
44. Traveled all over
45. Thin, straight bar
46. Body art (slang)
47. Congressman (abbr.)
48. No seats available
49. Breaks apart
52. Arabic name
55. Ballplayer’s tool
56. Type of sword
60. Baseball team
61. Upper bract of grass 

floret
63. Italian Seaport
64. Ancient Syrian city
65. Shoelace tube
66. The Miami mascot 

is one
67. South American 

nation
68. Popular video game 

“Max __”
69. Body part

CLUES DOWN
1. German courtesy title
2. Ancient Greek City
3. Ancient Hebrew 

calendar month
4. Long-legged frog 

family
5. Photo
6. Delivered a speech
7. Lute in classical Indian 

music
8. Decorated
9. Take a seat
10. Belonging to a bottom 

layer
11. Member of a Semitic 

people
12. Part of a ticket
13. Defunct Guinean 

money
21. Challenges
23. Popular BBQ food
25. Subway dweller
26. By way of
27. Shady garden alcove
28. Egyptian city
29. Partner to “flowed”

32. Widens
33. Old Eurasian wheat
34. Act incorrectly
36. European pipeline
37. Al Bundy’s wife
38. Ocean
40. Root eaten as a 

vegetable
41. Sound units
43. Style of music
44. A way to drench
46. Hot beverage
47. A cotton fabric with a 

satiny finish
49. Rumanian city
50. Urge to action
51. Vaccine developer
52. Canadian law 

enforcers
53. Wings
54. “Perry Mason” actor 

Raymond
57. Small fry
58. __ Clapton, musician
59. Take a chance
61. Bland food
62. Consumed

Zucchini and its 
many pests

The zucchini season started out with 
promise.  

I sowed my seeds early and covered 
the hills with Reemay (a light, polyester 
row cover) to keep out the striped cucum-
ber beetle. From past experience I knew 
that young seedlings could be decimated 
by this pest.  

Within a few days the seeds had 
popped. I thinned them to three per hill 
and continued to water.  

Soon they grew too big for their cov-
ering, and I �gured that at this point in the 
game they could withstand a little dam-
age. Sure enough, striped cucumber bee-
tles found the plants.  

It was harder to sneak up on them 
during the day, but at night I was able to 
position a cup of soapy water under a leaf 
and “tap,” sending them in for a swim. My 
plants endured a bit of leaf damage, but 
not much more than that.  

Populations dropped off and I pre-
sumed that it would be smooth sailing 
from here to harvest. So I thought.

Along came the squash bug, a brown-
ish gray insect about a half-inch long with 
a triangular top and an oval bottom. Many 
people confuse squash bugs with stink 
bugs because they do indeed stink!  

Squash bugs have a taste for the fo-
liage and fruit of the cucurbit family, 
whereas stink bugs don’t. Entire plants 
can be killed if infestations are severe 
enough.  

You’ll notice yellow stippling on 
the leaves �rst, followed by wilting and 
browning; they head for the fruit last. 

Because I was on the look-out for the cu-
cumber beetle I saw the adults before any 
damage ensued and sent them swimming 
as well, sometimes “two at a time.”  

If you miss the grownups, chances are 
you will have to scout for eggs. Usually 
they are laid in a “V” pattern on the un-
dersides of the leaves.  

They are hard to scrape off, so I crushed 
them between my two thumbnails. I must 
have also passed by a few eggs, so next I 
had to look for young squash bugs called 
nymphs.  

If a bug could ever qualify for cute 
status, this one would with its one quarter 
inch light gray body, black legs and head. 
“Tapping” comes in handy here too - this 
time I brought a shallow cardboard box 
out into the garden, gave the leaf a good 
tap, and the whole team was cornered 
then dumped in a bath of soapy water.  

It’s beginning to sound as if all I do 
is hang out in the garden all day catch-
ing bugs - not true.  With only two hills 
of zucchini all this work took just a few 
seconds each morning and night.

At last, we harvested the �rst zucchini 
and summer squash, picked at about six 
inches. At that size the �esh is tender, and 
the seeds are barely evident. The cucum-
ber beetle did not transmit a disease.  

Nor did the squash bug kill the plant. 
But while I was busy looking under the 
leaves for obvious bugs, the squash vine 
borer was at work inside its stem.   

One giveaway that you have it: a 
mushy, sawdust-like excrement appear-
ing outside of small holes in the stems. 
Affected plants also have leaves that wilt 
despite being well watered.  

I tried removing the white, wrinkled 
worms from the hollow stems by making 
a slit with a needle and removing the in-
sect. I must have missed a few - a strong 
possibility considering the female moth 
lays two hundred individual eggs at the 
plant’s base!   

The eggs hatch into larva that tunnel 
into the stems, eventually killing the plant. 

As ridiculous as it sounds, wrapping 
a shiny barrier such as aluminum foil 
around the plant’s base does seem to deter 

the red bodied, transparent-leaved moth 
from her egg-laying endeavors.  

My dead plants were carried off to the 
trash, not the compost pile, and I will turn 
over the soil in both fall and spring to kill 
any pupae that may be overwintering. Ro-
tating your crops can also help.  

Some gardeners wash down their 
stems daily to dislodge and kill the eggs. 
Others make a late sowing only; suppos-
edly after July Fourth or so egg laying 
ceases.  

I made a second sowing a couple 
weeks back. If the borers don’t get these, 
the frost likely will, but I am crossing my 
�ngers that an Indian Summer may mean 
more zucchini for our household, because 
what we had certainly wasn’t enough!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as �ow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

So Fletcher Sutherland partnered with 
promoter Harry Bailey, distant cousin of 
the Bailey in Barnum and Bailey. 

They resurrected Ma Bailey’s hair 
ointment, changing the formula so it 
wasn’t so disgusting smelling. Soon “The 
Seven Sutherland Sisters Hair Grower” 
was being sold.

They got a chemist to write, “I hereby 
certify that I found it free from all injuri-
ous substances …and I cheerfully endorse 
it.” In the days before the FDA, that was 
good enough for gullible consumers. 

By 1884 the company had raked in 
$90,00 in sales (about $2.7 million today).

Sutherland was a wealthy man when 
he died in 1885. The sisters gradually got 
involved in the company and proved them-
selves shrewd businesswomen. 

They expanded the product line to in-
clude brushes and other hair-related prod-
ucts, all marketed to upper-class women 
who could afford their extravagant prices. 
By 1890, their Hair Grower (also sold as 
“Hair Fertilizer”) had sales of $3 million 
(around $97.6 million in 2022).

The sisters married, started families, 
and became eccentrics. They lived togeth-
er in a gaudy 14-room mansion built on 
the family farm. 

Despite their facade of Victorian re-

spectability, behind closed doors, they 
would have been “The Real Housewives 
of Cambria, New York.” There was alco-
holism, complicated extramarital affairs, 
and even whispers about witchcraft—
enough fodder for a tabloid.

Naomi died suddenly in 1893 before 
turning 40, dramatically shaking the sur-
viving sisters. 

They toured on and off with Barnum 
until 1907. But the 20th century’s arrival 
saw Americans’ fascination with hair rap-
idly fading. 

Sales of their products plunged as ex-
travagant living caught up with them.

Desperate for cash, the last three sisters 
went to Hollywood in 1919 on a trip so di-
sastrous that not only did a movie deal fall 
through but Dora was killed in a car crash. 
Things only got worse from there.

The mansion was sold in 1931 (burn-
ing in 1938); the hair business went bel-
ly-up in 1936; Mary died in an insane 
asylum in 1939; and when Grace, the �nal 
sister, passed away in 1946 at age 92 she 
was dirt poor.

In the end, the Sutherland Sisters 
wound up right back where they had start-
ed.

Holy Cow! History is written by novel-
ist, former TV journalist and diehard his-
tory buff J. Mark Powell. 

HOLY COW from page 4

cil On Aging released. “No two care-
givers are on the same journey.”
With the help of the COA Social Service 
Coordinator Ann Andras, this group will 
explore all facets of Caregiving.

Memory Café – 1 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 17

Making Memories Café.
Naturalist Sandy Oldershaw will re-

turn to present “A Trip to the Rainforest.” 
Oldershaw will share her experiences, 
both expected and unexpected, of her time 

spent in the rainforest. Sandy spent time 
in the Peruvian, Amazon, and co-lead two 
Audubon trips. She will also have some 
exciting artifacts.

Sign Make & Take 
Workshop – 1:30 p.m. on Friday, 

August 18
Event with South Hadley Board and 

Brush. Choose from three different single 
board signs and choose your stain with in-
struction from the Board and Brush staff. 
The types of signs can be found at the Se-
nior Center and on the Facebook page.

EVENTS from page 4

EASTHAMPTON – A 23-year-old 
Easthampton woman recently faced a 
single charge of murder in Hampshire 
Superior Court in connection with a 
stabbing on March 14, 2023, that left 
Brennen David Bleau, 23, dead in their 
home.

Jean Marie Echevarria of 
Easthampton has been held with-
out bail since her arraignment on 
that charge in Northampton District 
Court. A Hampshire County Grand 
Jury indicted her last month. In court 
this week before Hampshire Superior 
Court Judge Jeremy Bucci, Echevarria 
pleaded not guilty and again was or-
dered held without bail. Northwestern 
Assistant District Attorney Matthew 
Russo is prosecuting the case for the 
Commonwealth. Echevarria was rep-
resented by Worcester-based defense 
attorney Maura J. Tansley.

The case was continued to Oct. 26 
for a pretrial conference.

Easthampton police were called 
shortly after 3 a.m. on March 14 to the 
Culdaff Street home shared by Bleau 
and Echevarria, where they found 
Bleau suffering from multiple stab 
wounds. He was transported by am-
bulance to Baystate Medical Center 
in Spring�eld, where he died shortly 
after 4 a.m.

The death is the �rst in Easthamp-
ton since 2012, when Jessica Ann Prip-
stein was killed by her boyfriend, Ryan 
Welch. He was convicted of murder in 
connection with her death in 2014 and 
is now serving a life prison sentence, 
according to a press statement.

Easthampton fatal 
stabbing suspect 
arraigned in 
Superior Court
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Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

OUR OWN CORN!

Follow us on

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, 
Yellow & Green Beans, Leaks, Carrots, Corn, Tomatoes & Blueberries
Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, 
Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Fresh Polish Foods, Belchertown Maple Syrup, 

Variety of Local Maple Products, Caramel Corn Nuggets, 
Cream Pies, Ice Cream Products & Soup Mixes

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794

www.dickinsonsfarm.com
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm, Sun. 8am-6pm

Family Owned & Operated

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted • Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available • Now Accepting EBT In Store

Potted 
Ornamental 
Grasses & 

Basil

PICK YOUR OWN TOMATOES BY THE BASKET!
8-4 at the Farmstand on Route 202. Call for more information.

DON’T HAVE ENOUGH
JUNK

FOR A DUMPSTER?

537-5090Family owned and 
operated since 1950

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL
GIVE US A CALL!

The female lays two to �ve pale blue 
eggs in a nest of rootlets, grasses, twigs, 
snakeskins, cotton and bark strips lined 
with grass. The nest is usually placed in a 
shrub, vine tangle or tree.

These grosbeaks often twitch and 
rapidly spread their tails when agitated. 
During migration, they can be found with 
buntings. 

Poolside visitor
I received an email from a Wilbraham 

Hampden Times reader. She had a red-
tailed hawk land on the side of her swim-
ming pool in July. She said it stayed about 

�ve minutes and she was able to get some 
photos of the hawk.

Update on osprey nest and more
I received an email about an osprey 

nest in Warren on South Street near a 
pond. He said the nest is visible from the 
road. There are also three great blue heron 
nests on the far shore of the pond, but they 
are not as noticeable.

He said on a recent visit, “The osprey 
chicks looked to be close to �edgling, 
their �ight feathers looker fully formed 
and the two young osprey in the nest each 
exercised its wings.” He said there were 
still three great blue herons in two differ-
ent nest.

He said a pond on New Reed Street 
near the osprey nest often has bald eagles 
show up and great egrets have been seen 
there in August.

Massachusetts Audubon 
Society sightings

In Berkshire County a short-billed 

dowitcher was seen in Shef�eld and sin-
gle merlins in Pitts�eld and Lenox. Frank-
lin County had three sandhill cranes in 
Ash�eld and �ve semipalmated plovers in 
Whately.

In addition to the blue grosbeak in 
Hadley, Hampshire County had 18 great-
er yellowlegs and two sanderlings in the 
East Meadows in Northampton and three 
red crossbills at Quabbin  Park in Belcher-
town.

Worcester County had a Bonapar-
te’s gull and an acadian �ycatcher at the 
Quabbin Reservoir in New Salem, four 
sandhill cranes in Hardwick, two black 
vultures in Fitchburg, two cliff swallows 
in Ashburnham and a sora at Bolton Flats 
Wildlife Management Area in Bolton.

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at ex-
tension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

Blue Grosbeak

BACKYARD from page 4

Granby

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY – Texting in class may be a 
thing of the past for students at Granby Ju-
nior Senior High School this coming year, 
pending approval of a cellphone policy pre-
sented to the School Committee. 

There were three options for cellphone 
use, or lack thereof, presented by Principal 
Alison Jordan at the committee’s last meet-
ing. 

One option would be to ban phones alto-
gether in grades seven through 12, the sec-
ond is phones being locked up once students 
walk into school. In the second case, there 
would be bins for each grade that would be 
under observation throughout the day. Stu-
dents would have their phones locked up 
once they walk into school. 

The third option would be to ask stu-
dents to turn in their phones for instruction-
al time only and at the end of class, they 
would get their phones back. 

“They would have their phones for 
break, transition time, and lunch time,” she 
said. 

Staff would bear the burden of asking 
students to place their phones into what they 
would call “phone homes.”

There is currently a policy in place, 
which allows for each classroom to have 
its own policy and the junior high has no 
policy. 

Jordan said cellphones have become 
an issue for staff where even if phones are 

banned from the classroom, students man-
age to use them anyway. 

“I think observations of walking through 
classrooms and seeing how often staff are 
addressing it, or how we’ll walk in a class-
room and see a student just streaming Net-
�ix,” Jordan said. 

She recognized that students also use 
their phones to do things like check their 
Google Calendar or plan a ride home from 
school with a relative. However, use often 
goes “above and beyond that.”

“They’re not even paying attention. I 
think I had an ‘aha moment’ this year that 
we have to do something. We have to be 
better,” she said. “We have to support the 
teachers. It’s a lot on them.”

In conversations with students, parents, 
and community members, Jordan said that 
many were in favor of a cellphone policy. 

She said that a policy would “give kids 
their lives back” when they’re in school. 

“Our students are experiencing the feel-
ing of addiction and feeling like they have 
to constantly be in tune with social media 
or watching ‘Breaking Bad,’” she said. 
“I’ve seen an increase in tardiness, absen-
teeism—because the kids are up really late. 
These [apps] are addicting.”

Superintendent Stephen Sullivan, for-
mer principal of the high school, said stu-
dents have adequate technology they can 
use to stay connected. 

“It’s a dif�cult balance. Like Allie said, 
the goal isn’t to separate you from your 
phone all day so you can’t communicate 
with a parent or someone that you might 
need to throughout the day. But we recog-
nize the other side is that I would say, when 
it comes to bullying, con�ict and harass-
ment, 90 percent of the issues come from 
cell phones,” he said. “That doesn’t even get 
into class avoidance and work avoidance.”

Jordan said the aim is to have the stu-
dent handbook to the committee on Aug. 
15. Currently, any updates will also need to 
be aligned with East Meadow School, mak-
ing sure both are up to date. 

“It’s always a work in progress,” Jordan 
said. “I really look forward to everyone’s 
feedback. It’s not something where you 
want to make a decision by yourself.”

The committee also approved an updat-
ed wellness policy at its meeting. 

Granby School Comm. considers 
updated cellphone policy

GRANBY – The Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church will hold its 
Summerfest event from 12-4 p.m. 
on Sunday, August 20. Chicken din-
ner is $15 and includes: Half BBQ 
chicken, baked potato, and corn on 
the cob; hamburgers and hot dogs 
will also be available.

The event will feature raf�e priz-
es of $500, $250, and $100, raf�e 
baskets, a bake sale, kids’ games, 
prizes, music, and more.

IHMC to hold 
Summerfest event

By Kimberly Palmucci
townreminder@turley.com

REGION – A new podcast called 
“Common Ground” with Paul Robbins 
and Dave Madsen has launched in West-
ern Massachusetts.

The podcast is co-hosted by two vet-
erans of the region’s media and com-
munications business and is designed to 
“tell inspiring stories of those who have 
lived in, passed through, or are native to 
Western Massachusetts,” according to 
the hosts.

“Paul and I have worked together, 
me as a journalist and Paul as a com-
mentator on all things political locally, 
regionally, and nationally,” Madsen said. 
“It was during one of our election night 
analysis shows that we began to think 
about collaborating on a podcast that, 
ironically, wouldn’t be about politics.”

The interview-styled format includes 
sessions with “interesting people who 
have lived in or are native to Western 
Massachusetts” and who have made a 
mark in a �eld or overcome personal or 
professional obstacles to succeed.

“With both of us at heart being sto-
ry tellers, we think there is space for a 
podcast where we discover common 
experiences, share uplifting and inter-
esting stories that connect our common 
humanity,” Madsen added. “Our hope 

is that we will inspire, avoid the current 
discord and division, and entertain and 
introduce ‘a third way’ to our audience.”

The design of the podcast is to in-
spire listeners while avoiding partisan 
politics with a focus on “our common 
humanity,” according to founder and co-
host of the podcast Robbins.

“Dave and I have been in the com-
munications and story-telling business 
for a long time. We have learned in our 
work that everyone has a story to tell 
and we hope that by telling compelling 
and interesting stories from those who 
have lived in the 413-area code, we can 
inspire others both in our region and be-
yond at a time when there is so much di-
vision and discord,” Robbins said.

Robbins has been a political con-
sultant, was president and co-owner of 
the former advertising and public re-
lations agency FitzGerald & Robbins, 
and since 2005 has been principal and 
owner of Paul Robbins Associates Stra-
tegic Communications, serving a variety 
of organizations, companies and initia-
tives, according to a press statement.
Robbins is frequently a media com-
mentator on politics, social issues, and 
current events. He authors a blog on his 
company website and has won nation-
al and international recognition for his 

Courtesy Photo
The new regional podcast “Common Ground” recently launched with Paul Robbins 
and Dave Madsen.

New podcast offers compelling 
stories from the region

Please see PODCAST, page 9
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SPORTS
CHICOPEE – 

Last Thursday night 
in B Division action, 
Chicopee beat South 
Hadley 3-1 to advance 
to the PVSSL �nals. 
Highlights and photos 
from that game will be 
in next week’s edition. 
Chicopee held the lead 
throughout the game 
as both teams are now 
gearing up for the start 
of the fall season in 
just under a couple of 
weeks.

Chicopee defeats 
South Hadley in 
PVSSL semifinals

West showcased 
in girls soccer

BOSTON – In last month’s Bay State 
Games, the Western part of the state fea-
tured a girls soccer team showcased. Here 
is a look at how they fared in some of their 
matchups held July 6-9:

The West started out with a drubbing of 
the Northeast team 9-1.

In a dominant display of attacking 
prowess, West’s forwards  Hannah Mur-
phy  (Monson, Monson HS),  Gianna Sa-
kowski (Spring�eld, Minnechaug Regional 
HS), and Lauren Marjanski (South Hadley, 
South Hadley HS) each notched two goals, 
alongside contributions from mid�eld-
er Danica Dorozynski  (Chicopee, Chicop-
ee Comprehensive HS) and defender Mak-
enna Kennedy  (West Spring�eld, West 
Spring�eld HS), securing an emphatic 9-1 
victory. Northeast’s mid�elder Siena Hes-
bach  (Maynard, Maynard HS) scored the 
consolation goal, with an assist from mid-
�elder  Phoebe Whitcomb  (Newburyport, 
Newburyport HS).

The West would lose one game in the 
showcase and would play for the bronze 
medal, defeating Central Mass. 3-2.

In the bronze medal game, Central and 
West battled �ercely in a close match. Cen-
tral’s forward Bianca Facchetti (Londmead-
ow, Minnechaug Regional HS) opened the 
scoring with an assist from forward  Kalli 
White  (Granby, Granby HS), holding the 
lead at halftime. However, West fought 
back in the second half, as forward Gianna 
Sakowski  (Spring�eld, Minnechaug Re-
gional HS) netted a goal off a corner kick. 
Central responded with a goal of their own 
from forward Sydney Reed  (West Spring-
�eld, West Spring�eld HS), assisted by 
mid�elder Sabina Mackechnie (East Long-
meadow, East Longmeadow HS). With 
tensions high, West was awarded a penalty 
kick, which Marjanski converted con�dent-
ly. In the �nal moments of the match, West 
mid�elder  Allison Fleury  (South Hadley, 
South Hadley HS) sealed the victory with 
an assist from Marjanski, leading West to a 
thrilling comeback win.

Jack Chagnon socks the ball away. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Colin Lumb sends a quick pass to an open teammate.

Spencer Parson watches his pass head away.Ryan Trudel makes his way up the field.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—Just like 
they’ve done during the past de-
cade, PeoplesBank didn’t have 
very much trouble capturing the 
2023 Tri-County League cham-
pionship title.  

After posting an 8-0 vic-
tory over the second-seeded 
Chicopee Falls Tigers in game 
one at Legion Field in Palmer, 
top-seeded PeoplesBank swept 
the best of three series following 
a 15-1 win at Szot Park in Chi-
copee, last Thursday night. 

“All of the players get along 
very well with each other on and 
off the �eld,” said PeoplesBank 
player/manager Joe Ferry. “The 
target on our backs gets bigger 
and bigger each year because 
everyone wants to beat us. Win-
ning the championship title nev-
er gets old and the next one is 
always better than the last one.”    

PeoplesBank has now won 

18 Tri-County League champi-
onship titles, including the past 
ten, since 1995.

Ferry was the starting left-
�elder and he’s been the Peo-

plesBank manager since 2019. 
He dedicated the 2023 season to 
Tom Bouvier, who’s from Ware. 
Bouvier retired a year ago.

“I would like to dedicate this 

season to Tom Bouvier,” Ferry 
said. “Tom was our captain and 
our leadoff hitter.”

Holyoke’s Danny Gaines, 
who made just two regular sea-
son starts, was the winning 
pitcher in game two. The lefty 
didn’t allow any runs on six base 
hits in 5 2/3 innings.  

“I can’t believe this is our 
tenth championship title in a 
row and I’m looking forward to 
playing for this team again next 
year,” said Gaines, who issued 
two walks and didn’t record any 
strikeouts. “We were able to take 
an early lead in tonight’s game, 
which is always a very important 
thing. My teammates also made 
the plays behind me. We do have 
the best defense in the league.”   

Ferry and Gaines, along with 
second baseman Dave Clark, 
catcher Pete Hogan, and pitcher 
Andy Gaines, are the only Peo-
plesBank players who have been 
members of the last ten champi-
onship teams. 

“We do have a great group of 

PeoplesBank wrap up another title in TriCounty League

Johnny Gegetskas slides safely home. Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Sam Allen slings a throw to first.

Please see PEOPLES, page 8
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baseball players and we own this 
league now,” Ferry said. “We 
just �ll in the holes every year.”   

While the PeoplesBank play-
ers were celebrating another 
championship title outside of the 
�rst base dugout, the mood was 
a little bit different on the other 
side of the �eld following the 
game.

“I’m glad that we made it to 
the �nals, but we just didn’t play 
very well in the past two games,” 
said Tigers player/manager Sean 
Bourgeoise. “I’ll be moving to 
New Jersey soon, so this was my 
�nal Tri-County League baseball 
game. I’m hope this team can 
win the championship title next 
year.” 

Bourgeoise, who started in 
left �eld, would like Mike Truff 
to replace him as the Tigers man-
ager next year.

PeoplesBank scored an un-
earned run in the second inning.

Center�elder Seth Allen (2-
for-4) blasted a leadoff double 
down the left �eld line against 
righthander Ryan Magni. The 
next batter struck out before 
shortstop Sam Allen drew a 
walk. Then Hogan bounced into 
a �elder’s choice play. Seth Al-
len advanced to third on the play 
before scoring the game’s �rst 
run on a throwing error by the 
shortstop.

An RBI line-drive single to 
center by designated hitter John-
ny Gegetskas gave PeoplesBank 
a 2-0 advantage with one-out in 
the third inning. Then Seth Al-
len blasted a triple to left �eld 
against Magni scoring two more 
runs.

Bourgeoise thinks Magni 
is one of the top pitchers in the 
TCL, but he hasn’t had very 
much success against Peoples-
Bank. 

“We’ve beaten Magni in a 
number of big games over the 
years,” Ferry said. “At least six 

of our nine batters have faced 
him at least 30 times. We know 
what he throws.”    

The Tigers had just one base 

hit during the �rst three innings 
before they loaded the bases in 
the fourth.  

With one-out, Right �elder 

Tom Burzynski hit a �yball just 
out of the reach of PeoplesBank 
right �elder Breon Parker Jr., 
who attempted to make a div-

ing catch.  Catcher Nick Kreu-
zer followed with a single and 
shortstop Shane Denault walked. 
Gaines retired the next two bat-
ters on a pop-up and �yout end-
ing the threat. 

Magni kept PeoplesBank off 
the scoreboard for the next two 
innings before allowing four 
runs in the top of the sixth in-
ning. 

Hogan, who had a leadoff 
single, scored on Ferry’s triple 
to right �eld. Ferry also scored 
on a throwing error. Their other 
two runs crossed the plate on a 
double by Clark (3-for-5) and 
a single by �rst baseman Kyle 
Platner, who led the way offen-
sively with four hits and a walk. 

PeoplesBank scored seven 
more runs in their �nal at-bats 
against a couple of relief pitch-
ers. 

The Tigers �nally got on the 
scoreboard in the bottom of the 
seventh inning against Gegets-
kas, who replaced Gaines on the 
mound. Burzynski reached �rst 
base on a �elder’s choice play 
which scored pinch hitter Josh 
DeSouza, who singled leading 
off the frame.

Had there been a game three 
of the series, righthander Zach 
Handzel, who graduated from 
Palmer High School, would’ve 
been the starting pitcher for Peo-
plesBank.

“It just feels awesome to win 
another championship title,” said 
Handzel, who has been wearing 
a PeoplesBank uniform for the 
past six years. “Danny threw a 
gem tonight and Jimmy Flahive 
pitched very well in game one. 
We do have a very strong pitch-
ing staff. I’m hoping that we can 
win another title next year.”    

Before taking a team picture 
at home plate, Ferry received the 
championship trophy from �rst 
year Tri-County League Presi-
dent Michael Kennedy, who’s a 
former PeoplesBank player.    

Sports
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Aiden Consedine, of Holyoke, delivers 
a pitch.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Jason Byers pitches for the Tigers.

Ryan Magni fields a grounder. Nick Koziol throws to first for the Tigers.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Granite 
State Pro Stock Series of�cials 
announced today that Coastal 
Auto Parts will sponsor the up-
coming Coastal Auto Parts 100 
at Speedway 95 on Saturday, 
August 19. In what will be the 
second stop of the season for the 
series to the Maine oval, drivers 
will be chasing the champion-
ship as the season begins to wind 
down. 

The Speedway 95 event will 
be one of the �nal three on the 
schedule for the season, with 
only events at Star Speedway 
and Lancaster Motorplex to fol-
low to crown the 2023 champi-
on.

Coastal Auto Parts, in busi-
ness for many years, has built 
a great business by focusing 
on superior customer service, 
through deep inventory, quality 
people and building meaningful 
relationships with their custom-
ers. They are a family business, 
deeply rooted in the Ellsworth, 
Maine, community. From a sin-
gle store in 1981, Coastal Auto 
Parts has 29 stores today and 
more than 270 employees.  They 
have truly transitioned to the 
next generation.

The event at Speedway 95 on 
August 19 will also include the 
R&R Street Stock Series and 
the Cage Runners. A full sched-
ule for the day will be available 
soon.

“We support racing in the 
state of Maine for many rea-
sons,” Michael Boles of Coastal 
Auto Parts said. “These people 
are customers for us, both on 
the track and in the stands. They 
work really hard to be able to 

do what they love and we want 
to help provide them a place to 
play. We are always excited to go 
to the track. Hopefully this event 
will continue to help grow racing 
in the Bangor area and the state 
of Maine.”

“Partnering with Coastal 
Auto Parts for this event is great 
for our series,” Mike Parks, Pres-
ident of the Granite State Pro 
Stock Series, said. “We’re happy 
to have them working with us 

for what will be another great 
event. Speedway 95 produces 
some fantastic Pro Stock racing 
and we’re excited to get back 
there for another race later this 
month.”

For more information on 
Coastal Auto Parts, visit capna-
pa.com. For more information 
on the Granite State Pro Stock 
Series, visit gspss.net and follow 
the series on social media for the 
latest news and updates.

Submitted photo
There will be another race at Speedway 95 in Maine this weekend

Granite State Pro Stock Series headed for Maine T-Birds caravan 
event moved

SPRINGFIELD - The 
Spring�eld Thunderbirds to-
day announced that the �rst 
installment of the T-Birds 
Community Caravan pre-
sented by Dunkin’ has been 
postponed to Saturday, Aug. 
12 due to potential inclem-
ent weather this weekend.
The T-Birds Community Car-
avan will still make a total of 
three stops in the Spring�eld 
area throughout the summer 
months:

Saturday, Aug.12 - Szot 
Park (Chicopee), 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 19 - Ame-
lia Ice Arena (West�eld), 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in conjunc-
tion with the T-Birds Street 
Hockey Tournament 

Public skating from 10:50 
to 11:50 a.m.

Saturday, Sept. 9 - Forest 
Park & Cyr Arena (Spring-
�eld), 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Each event will feature an 
appearance from Thunderbirds 
mascot Boomer and team 
staff, as well as a wide vari-
ety of activities and vendors, 
including a Dunkin’ Taste 
Truck, street hockey activi-
ties, and various food options.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

WILBRAHAM – Last week, the 
Twins of the Valley Wheel Over-28 Base-
ball League edged out the Angels for the 
�nal playoff spot thanks to two consecu-
tive wins to �nish off the regular season.

The Twins would defeat the Angels 
last Sunday 6-4 in a very close contest, 
but then moved in win-or-go-home make-
up game against the Tigers last Wednes-
day night at Spec Pond in Wilbraham.

The Tigers were already in the play-
offs, but the Twins needed a win to �nish 
a game ahead of the Angels. A loss would 
have tied the Twins with the Angels, and 
the Angels would have made the playoffs 
through the tiebreaker.

The Tigers, which showed a much-im-
proved offense this season, did jump out 
to a six-run lead early in the game, but not 
wanting to use too much pitching with a 
playoff game looming, the Twins were 
able to come back and tie the score 7-7 

in the �fth inning. In the sixth, the wheels 
would come undone for the Tigers, as the 
Twins simply started mashing the ball, 
batting around nearly twice as they plated 
the 15 runs needed for the game to end 
via the mercy-rule for a 22-7 Twins win.

The Athletics would defeat the Tigers 
last Sunday, July 30, and then followed 
that with a 23-12 win over the Cubs to 
�nish the regular season 10-5 and win the 
top see in the playoffs.

Both the A’s and Cubs had also made 
the playoffs and the game was simply for 
the opportunity to �nish in �rst place and 
gain the top seed.

The playoffs began Sunday, Aug. 6 
with the Twins and Cubs facing off while 
the Tigers and A’s met in the other semi-
�nal. Results from those games were not 
available as of press time. The champion-
ship game is set for this Sunday, Aug. 13 
at 3 p.m. at Spec Pond in Wilbraham.

SOUTH HADLEY - Due to on-going 
problems with the air-conditioning at the 
Gaylord branch, Gaylord’s August events 
are subject to cancellation or relocation 
to the main library based on the weather 
conditions.

For the latest updates, visit the li-
brary’s website at gaylordlibrary.org  or 
the Facebook page at facebook.com/gay-
lordlibrary.

“Thank you for your patience,” library 
staff released in a statement.

Additionally, the Gaylord Library re-
minded residents that it runs the “home 
delivery” of library materials for the town 
of South Hadley.

“Delivery is available to South Had-
ley residents who have health or trans-
portation issues that keep them from the 
library on a temporary or on-going basis,” 
the library released. “Any item that can be 
checked out from the Gaylord Memorial 
Library or South Hadley Public Library 
can be delivered.”

For more information or to sign-up, 
visit the library’s website or call Adult 
Services Librarian Sarah Courtney at 
413-538-5047. 

ADULT PROGRAMS

Not Just Knitters Stitch 
Together Program

Fridays, August 11 and 25, at 3 p.m.
Bring crochet, needlepoint, felting, 

hand-quilting and, knitting. Share your 
crafting know-how, browse a selection of 
crafty books full of new skills, or just en-
joy stitching in the Gaylord rotunda. Some 
weeks will include a theme such as mend-
ing, �nishing projects, or getting started 
on new ones, but all projects are wel-
come in all weeks. Event is for ages 10+.
Bring Your Own Board Game

Friday, August 24, from 6-8 p.m.
Bring a favorite board game to play 

against friends or meet a new one. No 
pre-registration required.

Needle Felt a Mouse 
with Anna Sunschauer

Thursday, August 31, at 6 p.m. (re-
scheduled from July)

Come learn the art of needle felting. 
Gaylord staff member and �ber artist 
Anna Sunschauer will teach attendees 
how to sculpt �uffy wool �ber into 3D 
objects using felting needles. This is a 
beginner project. No prior needle felting 
experience is necessary, but it is recom-
mended that all participants have good 
�ne motor skills to avoid injury with the 
sharp needles. This workshop is open to 
teens and adults ages 12+, and is limited 
to eight participants per session. All nec-
essary tools and materials will be provid-

ed. Pre-registration is required. Register 
online at gaylordlibrary.org, by phone at 
413-538-5047, or in-person by stopping 
by the circulation desk.

Mount Holyoke College Student 
Exhibit and Circulating Art

The Mount Holyoke College Studio 
Art Department and the Gaylord Memo-
rial Library are presenting “Paintings in 
Circulation,” an exhibition showcasing 
artwork by spring 2023 Painting 1, taught 
by Associate Professor Lisa Iglesias. 
Joining the tradition of the book cover as 
subject matter, each student spent time 
observing and researching a tome of their 
choice at the Gaylord Memorial Library. 
The students then created renditions of 
the book covers in the form of acrylic 
paintings on stretched canvas, which are 
now available for checkout until Septem-
ber 2023. Paintings can be checked out 
for three weeks, or you can enjoy the ex-
hibit in the rotunda.

KIDS’ PROGRAMS
Story Stroll on the Library Lawn
Enjoy  “Whistle for Willie”  by Ezra 

Jack Keats while walking around the 
Gaylord property; new story coming 
soon.

Story Time for Kids
Every Friday, 10:30 a.m.
Come to the children’s room for sto-

ries and crafts.

Open Craft for Kids
Thursday, August 31, from 3-6 p.m.
Visit the children’s room and join 

Miss Janet for a special craft activity.

Family Outdoor Games
Saturday, August 19, from 10:30-

11:30 a.m.
Join for some fun Saturday morning 

games on the library’s back lawn.

Lego Club for Kids
Thursday, August 24, from 3-6 p.m.
Build with Lego, for those who enjoy 

creating with various sizes and types of 
Lego bricks. Age 12 and under. No regis-
tration necessary.

A Tromp Through the Swamp! 
A Performance by Tom Sieling

Friday, August 11, at 10:30 a.m.
A top-ten lineup of the world’s most 

fun, upbeat, and participatory kids’ and 
camp songs—many are even a bit athlet-
ic.

Family Corn-Hole
Thursday, August 17, from 6-7 p.m.
Cornhole for all-ages on the library’s 

back lawn.

Gaylord Library’s August programs

video, print, and digital work on behalf of 
clients.

Madsen has been “one of the most 
highly regarded and decorated broadcast 
journalists in Western Massachusetts for 
over four decades,” a press statement 
reads, frequently earning Best News An-
chor in public preference competitions. 

He retired from the anchor seat at Western 
Mass News and its af�liate station WGGB 
TV40, WSHM TV3, and Fox 6 a few 
years ago. He continues to host the on-
air Sunday public affairs program “Get-
ting Answers” on Western Mass News. 
He has interviewed hundreds of lead-
ers in public life, politics, and business.
Among the �rst guests of Common 
Ground are Thom Pollard, a Wilbraham 

native and documentary videographer 
who worked on the National Geograph-
ic �lm to solve the mystery and �nd the 
body of climber George Mallory, lost 
on Everest in 1924 near the Summit.
Other guests include renowned jazz 
bassist Avery Sharpe, who spent his ear-
ly years in segregated Georgia before 
moving to Spring�eld with his family as 
a young boy. Sharpe found his musical 

voice at the University of Massachusetts 
during a time of social discord and went 
on to jazz fame. He played with legend-
ary musician Dizzy Gillespie and most re-
cently launched a musical program “I Am 
My Neighbor’s Keeper” that celebrates 
kinship and social conscience.

The new podcast is available on Spoti-
fy and on Google Podcasts.

PODCAST from page 6

Twins grab final playoff spot 
with win, A’s take first

REGION - The Board of Directors of 
It Takes A Village, a regional human ser-
vices nonpro�t, is seeking new members 
who “more fully represent the populations 
served by its programs.”

“Volunteering with families of new-
borns and serving on this board have pro-
vided countless tender-hearted experiences 
and opportunities for continued growth as a 
retired counselor and educator,” said Jeanne 
Sargent, a member of the It Takes a Village 
(ITAV) Board Development Committee.

ITAV’s mission is to “provide free 
postpartum and early-parenting support 
to families with babies and young chil-
dren living in Western Massachusetts, 
and to inspire the community to welcome 
the newest members of their Village.”
Founded in 2009 as a neighbor-to-neighbor 
support network, ITAV has grown through-
out the last 14 years. The Village Closet 
donation center has distributed more than 
$1.8 million worth of free children’s cloth-
ing, diapers, and other essential supplies to 

families across the region, according to a 
press statement.

“Last year alone over 2,000 families 
from 120 Massachusetts towns found 
support through in-home visits, parent 
groups, free children’s supplies, par-
ent resource kits, and referrals to a net-
work of local, state, and federal services,” 
ITAV released. “The $500,000 in Vil-
lage Closet supplies distributed just last 
year underscores the rate that the orga-
nization has grown since the pandemic.”
Ideal candidates will “identify with the 
populations served by ITAV programs, en-
hance and broaden the organization’s un-
derstanding of the needs of our community, 
and help create a board that re�ects and 
reinforces its mission,” the organization 
shared.

Inquiries and nominations from the 
public should be sent to Board@Hilltown-
Village.org by September 30. For more in-
formation, visit hilltownvillage.org/volun-
teer or call 413-650-3640.

Area nonprofit seeks board growth, diversity

HARDWICK – Join the Chicopee 
4Rivers Watershed Council for the in-
augural paddle of the Upper Ware River 
Blue Trail on Saturday, Aug. 19.

The paddle will meet at the Old Fur-
nace Launch at 8:30 a.m. and set off 
down the river at 9 a.m. to Ware River 
Park in Gilbertville.

The Upper Ware River Blue Trail is 
a 4.5-mile scenic paddle that is a smooth 

and quickwater run. The paddle is ex-
pected to last 1.5 hours, according to a 
press statement. Please RSVP to chicop-
eewatershed@gmail.com.

C4R will be monitoring weather 
and river �ows to ensure safe paddling 
conditions. They said they will post any 
issues or changes on their website, c4riv-
ers.org, the day before and contact all 
participants who have RSVPed.

Explore the Ware River on Aug. 19
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, �re department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, �shing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete �nishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ANY AND ALL HANDYMAN SER-
VICES - JUST CALL , TEXT OR 
EMAIL !!!! 413-282-8181 **Willing 
to travel all areas of Western MA 

Western Mass Home Repair
Offering all repairs, services, construc-
tion and consultation ** Licensed and 
Insured !
Call - Text - Email with any questions - 
We are here to help!

westernmasshome
repair@gmail.com

413-282-8181

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly mowing and yard maintenance
Landscape installation and restoration
Hedge trimming, pruning, and mulch-
ing. Schedule fall lawn overseeding 
and repair

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial and Residential

S&S LANDSCAPING 
Residential and Commercial

Yard clean ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair, fertilizing, mulch, stone, hedge 
trimming, planting. Free estimates, Ful-
ly licensed and insured.

You’ll like us mower
413-240-1992

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413)344-
6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of �xtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

MOTORCYCLES
HARLEY DAVIDSON FXSTC 91 
SOFTTAIL,  BLUE, DIAMOND 
CUT HEADS 46,000 Original miles, 
many extras including stock parts, new 
carburetor, always garaged $4,500.00 
call Mike (413) 547-8755 

AKC REGISTERED BEAGLE 
PUPPIES EXCELLENT BLOOD-
LINES- DOZENS OF FIELD CHAM-
PIONS BEHIND BOTH PARENTS- 
FULLY VACCINATED/ VETERINARY 
HEALTH RECORDS $600  Cham-
pionbeagles413@gmail.com 
PHONE- (413) 224-8897

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks:_________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #:______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge: ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

First ZONE base price ___________

Add a second ZONE ___________

Add a third ZONE ___________

Subtotal ___________

x Number of Weeks ___________

TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Public Notices
Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under

G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given 

by Hampshire Towing, 650 
New Ludlow Rd., South 
Hadley, MA 01075, pur-
suant to the provisions of 
G.l. C. 255, section 39A, 
that  an  online auction
will take place beginning 
08/04/2023. Vehicles can 
be viewed at sta.ibidsmart.
com. The online auction will 
end Monday, 8/14/2023 at 
9 a.m. 

The following motor 
vehicles will be sold to sat-
isfy our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses 
of notices and sale of said 
vehicles: 

2015 Infinity Q50
JN1BV7AR1FM412061
Noah J. Lavelle
18 Vadnais St
Holyoke MA 01040

2007 Hyundai Tiburon
KMHHN66F77U254077
Eric L. Dewey
30 River St
Dalton MA 01226

2003 Pontiac Grand Am 
(Gold)
1G2NF52E03M577705
Jean C. Torres Cintron
14 Lockwood Ave. side
Springfield MA 01151

2018 Kia Forte (Red)
3KPFK4A77JE260038
Estid Guzman Alvarado
166 Butler St. apt 2
New Bedford MA 02744

Forklift
N/A
No Registered owner

2002 Volkswagen Cabrio 
(Blue)
3VWDC21V32M806927
Thomas Dedeurwaerder
20 West St
West Hatfield MA 01088

2004 Honda Civic 
(Burgundy)
2HGES25704H510417
Gina Cordero
11 Cameo Dr.
Willimantic CT 06226

2004 Ford Taurus (White)
1FAFP53U34A118227
Tina L. Reep
15 Hampden Ave
Monson MA 01057

2010 Hyundai Elantra (Blue)
KMHDU4AD1AU129420
Rebecca Jagla
70 Broadway St Apt 153
Chicopee MA 01020

2005 Acura TL (White)
19UUA66205A007270
Gilberto Ortiz
BX 1175
Holyoke MA 01041

2012 Kia Sorento (Silver)
5XYKTDA23CG244764
Justin G. Colon
28 Beacon Ave. apt 1
Holyoke MA 01040

2006 Scion TC
JTKDE177560072938
Jay Delgado
5424 NE 1st Terrace
Oakland FL 33334

2007 Jeep Compass (Black)
1J8FF47W87D383417
Carlos A. Laguer
40 Belmont ST.
Chicopee MA 01020

2008 GMC Acadia (Black)
1GKEV23718J129404
Carlos J. Pellicier

24 North East St apt 3A
Holyoke MA 01040

2005 Saturn Vue (Blue)
5GZCZ53425S824428
Eric G. Nunez
273 Orange St apt 1L
Springfield MA 01108

2005 Acura TL (Black)
19UUA66275A003703
Migdalia Perez Bultron
529 SOUTH SUMMER ST
HOLYOKE MA 01040

2004 Pontiac Vibe
5Y2SL64834Z417360
Stuart A. Pierson
130 Merida St
Springfield MA 01104

2006 BMW X5 (White)
5UXFA13566LY28905
Paul Pennell
1104 Hampden St
Holyoke MA 01040

2002 Honda Civic
2HGES16542H530352
Francisco Resto
43 Mosher St Apt 5
Holyoke MA 01040

1988 GMC C6500
1GDE6D1A6JV512946
No Registered Owner 

2015 Nissan Altima (White)
1N4AL3AP6FC442111
Noah Wicker
585 King Philip St. Apt 79
Raynham MA 02767

2002 Mazda MPV (Gray)
JM3LW28J420310022
Patrick Johnson
485 South St. Apt 601
Holyoke MA 01040

2007 Toyota Prius
JTDKB20U173219611
Eron Tarail
41 Gulf Rd

Pelham MA 01002

2013 Ford Focus (Red)
1FADP3F21DL180249
Diana Mendez
1607 Main St Apt B204
Springfield MA 01103

2020 Honda CBR500R (Red)
MLHPC6211L5100479
Marc Cerillo
5 Snowbird Ln
Northford CT 06472

2002 Dodge Stratus (Gray)
1B3EL46X62N190242
Belisa Chevalier
14 Oak Ln
Feeding Hills MA 01030

2002 GMC Savana Cargo 
(White)
1GTFG25M521182594
Meehan & Ramos Pools Llc
75 Research Dr
Stratford CT 06615

1990 Jeep Wrangler (Red)
2J4FY39T0LJ518792
Estheban Olivo
80 Shuttle Meadow Ave. 3rd 
Fl
New Britain CT 06052

2011 Chevrolet Malibu
1G1ZB5E1XBF119778
Sarah Reed
131 Hidley Rd
Wynantskill NY 12198

2003 Toyota 4Runner (Silver)
JTEBT14R830006675
Gilberto Jimenez Santiago
7 Franklin St. Apt 3L
Holyoke MA 01040

1995 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
(White)
1J4GZ58S3SC742766
Robert Viamari
370 Mill Valley Rd Trlr 59
Belchertown MA 01007

2001 Ford F-350 Super Duty 
(Black)
1FTSF31F31ED46575
Todd Brown
128 N West St
Feeding Hills MA 01030

2006 Honda Civic (Black)
2HGFA16856H528178
Brenda Garcia Maldonado
7 Parkview Ter
Holyoke MA 01040

2020 Honda CBR500R 
(Black)
MLHPC621XL5100190
Quintan Hall
59 Karner Rd
Albany NY 12205

2002 Cadillac DeVille 
(Black)
1G6KD54Y52U241559
Richard Talbot
340 Frank Smith Rd
Longmeadow MA 01106

2006 Chevrolet TrailBlazer 
(Blue)
1GNDT13SX62324511
Peter Sanchez
BX 581
Holyoke MA 01041
07/28, 08/04, 08/11/2023

TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Date: August 7, 2023
The following Zoning 

By-law(s) and or General 
By-law(s) were voted and 
approved at the May 10, 2023 
Annual Town Meeting:

ARTICLE 20 - General 
By-law Amendment: Short-
Term Rentals

ARTICLE 21 - Zoning 
By-law Amendment: Short-
Term Rentals

These By-laws were 
approved by the Attorney 

General on August 4, 2023
and posted by David J. 
Labrie, Constable of South 
Hadley on August 7, 2023. 

Claims of Invalidity by 
reason of any defect in the 
procedure of adoption or 
amendment may only be 
made within ninety days of 
such posting. Copies of such 
by-laws may be examined 
and obtained at the Town 
Clerk’s Office.

The following Zoning 
By-law decision is extended 
for an additional thirty days. 
The decision will be issued 
on or before September 12, 
2023:

ARTICLE 22 - Accessory 
Dwelling Zoning By-law

Sarah B. Gmeiner, 
Town Clerk

Town of South Hadley, 
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
Constable’s Return

Pursuant to the within 
Town Bulletin, I have notified 
and warned the inhabitants 
of the Town of South Hadley 
by posting up attested copies 
of the same at the following 
places, to wit: Town Office 
Building 116 Main St., Main 
Library 2 Canal St., COA 
45 Dayton St., Fire Station 
District #2 20 Woodbridge 
St., Water District #1 438 
Granby Rd.

David J. Labrie, Constable
08/11/2023

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published 

September 13, 2023.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 16.
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP 

CHULETA KAN KAN............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

USDA INSP. 

$399
lb

SALE DATES: 8/10/23-8/16/23

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS...$222

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF EYE ROUND .........................

$129

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ............

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN WINGS TRAY PAK ............

USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF

BATTERED
BREADED SHRIMP....................... lb

$199
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PRETZEL 
DINNER ROLLS DOZ ......................

$799

$249

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE

BEEF KABOBS W/ VEGGIES
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN.......................

$129
lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
ROAST BEEF .....................

$699
lb

$399

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

GREAT ON THE GRILL

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIB EYE STEAK

$299
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............

$799
lb

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb

$444
lb

AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.

413-533-8378
www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-�e-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

By Kimberly Palmucci
townreminder@turley.com

REGION – Hadley has recent-
ly been designated as a “Green 
Community” and is now eligible 
for $139,250 in grant funding. 

The Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration recently announced that 
as a Green Community, Hadley 
commits to “clean energy and 
energy ef�ciency goals to reduce 
energy usage and lower green-
house gas emissions.”

Additionally, East Longmead-
ow and Southwick were also 
named as Green Communities; 
with this recent designation, 291 
of the Commonwealth’s munic-
ipalities hold a Green Commu-
nities title. Since the program 
began, the Department of Energy 
Resources’ (DOER) Green Com-
munities program has awarded 
more than  $166 million in grant 
funding  to the Commonwealth’s 
cities and towns through designa-
tion and competitive grant rounds. 

“The Green Communities 
program is an essential partner-
ship with cities and towns to help 
them lower carbon emissions 
and energy costs, strengthen lo-
cal economies, and help move 
Massachusetts to a clean energy 
future,” said Energy and Environ-
mental Affairs Secretary Rebec-
ca Tepper.  “We commend East 
Longmeadow, Hadley, and South-

wick for their commitment to im-
plement clean energy projects and 
reduce building and transporta-
tion emissions.” 

Green Communities  commit 
to reducing municipal energy 
consumption by 20 percent each, 
according to a press release. East 
Longmeadow, Hadley, and South-
wick commit to reducing their 
energy consumption amounts to 
a savings of 23,188 MMBTUs in 
�ve years, the energy use equiv-
alent to heating and powering 
179 homes, and a greenhouse gas 
emission reduction of 1,635 tons, 
equivalent to taking 344 cars off 
the roads. 

Proposed projects for the three 
new Green Communities include 
weatherization improvements 
in schools and municipal build-
ings, electric vehicles for town 
and school �eets, and renewable 
thermal technologies, such as air 
source heat pumps. 

Under the Green Communi-
ties Act, DOER’s  Green Com-
munities Designation and Grant 
Program  can provide up to $20 
million annually to quali�ed cities 
and towns. The goal of the Desig-
nation Grant Program is to sup-
port communities’ investments in 
energy ef�ciency and renewable 
energy projects that further the 
clean energy goals determined by 
the designated communities. Ini-
tial designation grants are based 

on a $125,000 base for each des-
ignated Green Community, plus 
additional amounts tied to per 
capita income and population.

“To combat the urgent cli-
mate crisis, that state must sup-
port cities and towns to develop 
climate resiliency, transition to 
clean energy, reduce energy us-
age, and lower greenhouse gas 
emissions,” said State Senator Jo 
Comerford (D-Northampton). “I 
am thrilled Hadley has chosen 
to become a Green Community 
and I am grateful to the Healey-
Driscoll Administration and the 
Department of Energy Resourc-
es for leading the Green Com-
munities program and awarding 
Hadley $139,250 in initial grant 
funding.” 

“Congratulations to Hadley 
on receiving their Green Commu-
nities Designation,” added State 
Representative Daniel R. Carey 
(D-Easthampton).  “This desig-
nation shows the town’s com-
mitment to clean energy and a 
sustainable future. The hard work 
it takes to become a Green Com-
munity is already paying off with 
$139,250 in state funds coming to 
Hadley to pursue energy ef�cien-
cy goals.”

Funding for these grants is 
available through proceeds from 
the Regional Greenhouse Gas Ini-
tiative.

Area town designated as ‘Green Community’

SOUTH HADLEY - The 
Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health recently released 
that West Nile virus has been 
detected in mosquitoes collected 
from South Hadley on July 28 
in the southeastern quadrant of 
town. 

West Nile Virus (WNV) is 
most commonly transmitted 
to humans by the bite of an in-
fected mosquito, according to a 
press statement. The mosquitoes 
that carry this virus are com-
mon throughout the state and are 

found in urban as well as more 
rural areas, according to reports.

“While WNV can infect peo-
ple of all ages, people over the 
age of 50 are at higher risk for se-
vere infection,” the town released 
on its website.

The South Hadley Board of 
Health is reminding residents 
that the town is “still considered 
at low risk,” but that by taking 
a few “common-sense precau-
tions,” people can help to protect 
themselves and their loved ones.

The Board of Health recom-

mended that residents: use insect 
repellents; wear long-sleeved 
clothing; schedule outdoor ac-
tivities to avoid the hours around 
dawn and dusk; repair damaged 
window screens; remove stand-
ing water from the areas around 
the home.

More information about WNV 
and a risk maps, as well as reports 
of current WNV virus activity in 
Massachusetts, can be found on-
line at: mass.gov/info-details/
massachusetts-arbovirus-update.

West Nile Virus confirmed in South Hadley mosquito sample

By Kimberly Palmucci
townreminder@turley.com

REGION – One area ani-
mal organization is hosting an 
ice cream cat event this week-
end.

Here Today, Adopted To-
morrow (HTAT) is inviting 
animal lovers from across the 
region to its “Feline Family 
Fun Day” at Westview Farms 
Creamery in Monson on Sat-
urday, August 12.

“This fundraiser comes at 
a time when shelters across 
the state and the nation are 
�lling up and there is an in-
creasing demand for HTAT’s 
community level program-
ming,” HTAT shared in a press 
statement.

The day promises “fun for 
the whole family,” including 
ice cream, food, activities for 
kids, raf�es, music, vendors, 
crafters, and “don’t forget the 
goats,” the group shared.

“Plus, it’s your chance to 
buy an exclusive HTAT shirt,” 
the organization added.

“Since our founding, 
HTAT has worked to help 
community members care for 
their pets,” said HTAT’s Exec-
utive Director Rachael Max. 
“Over the past few years, 
we’ve greatly expanded our 
community assistance pro-
grams, and the overwhelm-
ing interest they’ve generated 
has shown just how essential 
these services have become.”
Feline Family Fun Day will 
take place from 11 a.m. - 6 
p.m. on Saturday, August 12, 
at the Westview Farms Cream-
ery, 109 East Hill Road, Mon-
son. Admission is free. Dogs 
are welcome. For more infor-
mation, visit heretodaysanctu-
ary.org.

“Last year, Feline Family 
Fun Day was so successful 
that we decided to do it again. 

This year, we have more ven-
dors (60+), bigger raf�e items, 
and, if possible, cuter kittens 
to visit. I am excited to see all 
the animal lovers come togeth-
er, have a great day, and at the 
same time help more pets and 
their families,” Max added.

HTAT, a volunteer-driven 
group focused on creating and 
supporting the bond between 
animals and community mem-
bers, was founded by moth-
er-daughter team Barbara 
Horn and Max in 2012.

“It is deeply important to 
us that every resident’s stay 
at HTAT is comfortable and 
healthy, making for well-ad-
justed, happy animals,” HTAT 
released. “Shortly after open-
ing, we realized there were 
more homeless cats than we 
could handle by adoption 
alone. Our ultimate goal is to 
keep pets and people togeth-
er. We have programs to help 
special needs cats �ourish and 
get adopted, as well as com-
munity assistance programs 
to help pet owners keep their 
pets, such as our Pet Food 
Pantry, low-cost spay-neuter 
program, and Safety Net Fos-
ter Program for owned cats.”

In 2023, HTAT helped 
more than 1,500 animals and 
their families, according to re-
ports.

Courtesy Photo

Ice cream, cats, and 
crafts this weekend




