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SOUTH HADLEY - 
When Priscilla Marion de-
cided to run for the South 
Hadley Select Board, it was 
driven by a simple goal: help-
ing ensure the town remains 
a place where residents of all 
ages can thrive while main-
taining responsible steward-
ship of public resources.

“I ran for the Select Board 
because I care deeply about 
South Hadley and, like many 
residents, I want to see our 
community remain a place 
where families and seniors 
can thrive, businesses can 
succeed, and town services 
can meet real needs without 
losing sight of affordability,” 
Marion said.

Elected this spring as one 
of the board’s two newest 
members, Marion brings a 
collaborative approach that 
she says is rooted in listen-
ing, careful analysis and 
accountability. She believes 
public service requires bal-
ancing empathy with fiscal 
responsibility.

“My experiences have 
prepared me to listen careful-
ly, ask hard questions, weigh 
priorities, and work collab-
oratively toward practical 
solutions,” she said. “I be-
lieve public service requires 
both compassion and ac-
countability: compassion for 

the people affected by every 
decision, and accountability 
for how we use taxpayer dol-
lars and plan for the future.”

As the town confronts 
financial challenges, Marion 
says her priorities include 
strengthening fiscal stability, 

increasing transparency and 
encouraging greater resident 
participation in local govern-
ment. She also wants to pre-
serve the services that resi-
dents value while creating a 
clearer long-term financial 
plan.

“We need a clearer long-
term financial plan that res-
idents can understand and 
trust, including honest con-
versations about revenues, 
expenses, reserves, staffing, 

Priscilla Marion recently began a term on the South Hadley Select Board. 	 Submitted photo

Marion seeks to collaborate, 
find solutions for town

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY – 
South Hadley Police Depart-
ment Lt. Mark Baran revealed 
a new bus camera system to 
the South Hadley 
School Commit-
tee in light of a 
new Massachu-
setts law which 
allowed police 
to enforce pun-
ishment on those 
illegally passing 
a school bus stop 
sign.

“In terms of 
this program, 
this is really 
new technology 
that’s out,” Ba-
ran said.  “Again, 
with Massachu-
setts law recently 
changing, it allows for the 
enforcement of those that do 
pass a school bus when the 
red lights are out.”

Baran revealed a new 
partnership with a technolo-
gy company called Bus Pa-
trol, who will be implement-
ing a new bus stop camera 
system which will alert law 
enforcement of bad traffic 
behavior through an automat-
ed warning system.

“From the police depart-

ment’s perspective, obvious-
ly one of the most important 
things is that we keep our 
kids safe,” Baran said.  “We 
have some communities, 
some cities in the Common-
wealth that are currently in 

basically a test-
ing phase.”

Baran cited 
Chicopee as the 
nearest location 
already using the 
services, who 
he reported had 
their camera sys-
tem for “almost 
a year.”  He as-
sured those in 
attendance the 
new technology 
wasn’t going to 
pass out cita-
tions, but would 
serve as a “warn-
ing-based” sys-

tem to help police “enforce 
laws and take action.”

“There are multiple cam-
eras on the buses,” Baran 
said as he explained the tech-
nology.  “Basically, once the 
arm is out and the vehicle 
has stopped, that’s going to 
trigger the cameras to start 
recording.  So, obviously, if 
you go by it, it’s going to re-
cord the date, time and loca-

Police department 
unveils new bus 
camera system

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – The Board 
of Health reviewed outstand-
ing concerns with a banana 
compost operation on Taylor 
St. Residents reported signif-
icant rodent activity within 
the area and petitioned the 
Board to investigate the man-
ner.

“We got a letter from Ms. 
Tara LaFlamme dated July 
19 about the banana compost 
operation on Taylor Street,” 
Board of Health member 
William Shaheen said.  “Ap-
parently, the effort that was 
embarked on during the 
spring to eradicate the rats 
and propagation of rats on 
the property has apparently 
failed.”

Shaheen further stated it 
was in their opinion it was 
the first time they addressed 
concerns on the property.  
They cited a complaint in 
February of 2025, where the 
Board had to investigate a 
crow complaint in the area, 
as well as reports of exposed 
compost.  Shaheen said, ac-
cording to Ms. LaFlamme’s 
letter, the issue was getting 
worse.

“Essentially it’s a three 
strikes and you’re out sit-
uation, in my opinion,” 
Shaheen said and sought 
his fellow Board member’s 
opinion.

“I was kind of hoping that 
the folks at Red Fire Farm 
would have taken a lead on 
this,” Board of Health mem-
ber Lee Lalonde said.

Lalonde further ex-

pressed their desire for the 
farm to make efforts to “get 
this operation at least a half 
to three-fourths of a mile off 
the road” and concluded they 
didn’t understand why there 
was a delay in getting the is-
sue resolved.

Shaheen read from the 
letter, which reported the rat 
activity on the premises “re-
mains significant since poi-
son has been used as part of 
the mitigation efforts.”  The 
letter went on to claim the 
property owner found “dead 
and dying rats” in their yard, 
which they described as 
“concerning and unaccept-
able.”

“’We are noticing rat bur-
rows developing along our 
front stone wall,’” Shaheen 
said as he read from the let-
ter.  “’Given those ongoing 
issues, we would appreciate 
an update on the next steps 
being taken to fully address 
the problem.’”

Banana Compost own-
er Lee Gilman stated the 
company received the let-
ter “back in May” from the 
neighbors across the street 
about the “rodent activity.”  
Though he was uncertain if 
the letter was made public 
at the time, he reported they 
sent a letter to the Board of 
Health “about six weeks 
ago” which explained their 
relationship with the farm.

“Since then, we have dou-
bled our efforts on putting 
more carbon material on top 
of our food scraps,” Gilman 
said.  “That helps keep them 

Health board 
monitor banana 
compost situation

Aria Harrington socks a long pass away.

South Hadley hosts field hockey summer league

SOUTH HADLEY – 
On the turf at South Had-
ley High School, summer 
field hockey was being 
played most Wednesdays 
during the summer. South 
Hadley has hosted the 
league for several years 
now, welcoming teams 
from all over the region 
to the high school to par-
ticipate in multiple mini-
games on a weekly basis. 
The fall pre-season will 
get underway next week, 
with varsity field hockey 
returning to action this 
year.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Madelyn Trudei guides the ball up the field.

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – Principal Al-
lison Jordan of the Granby 
Junior Senior High School re-
vealed the new tardiness pol-
icy updates added to the stu-
dent handbook to the Granby 
School Committee on Aug. 4.

“A lot of work has been 
done in the handbook in 
the past few years,” Jordan 
said and highlighted the first 
change in tardiness policies.  
Previously, three tardy marks 

equaled an absence from 
school.  Feeling a strong need 
to undo the policy, Jordan cit-
ed it was “hard to track” and 
very “punitive” to mark kids 
for the behavior.

“We took a different ap-
proach and did every five 
tardies equaled, for this past 
year, a Saturday school,” Jor-
dan said.  “We learned rather 
quickly that the students were 
attentive.”

Jordan stated the new 
policy improved attendance 
by “a significant amount,” a 

fact which was applauded by 
school staff.  Despite negative 
parent feedback, the principal 
maintained the new policy 
was a step in the right direc-
tion.

“’Is there anything else 
you can explore?’” Jordan 
said as she quoted parental 
backlash.  “We’re like, ‘all 
right; it’s new for us. Let’s 
entertain this. What are your 
suggestions?’”

A common parent sug-
gestion was for community 
service, which Jordan admit-

ted still held kids accountable 
while also allowing them 
to “work on skills.”  As Jor-
dan mused over the potential 
punishment shift, she also 
acknowledged it gave delin-
quent students an opportunity 
to “give back to the commu-
nity.”

“We ended up adjusting 
the chart to reflect that five 
tardies is five hours of com-
munity service,” Jordan said.  
“We didn’t want to start with 

Late policy presented to Granby School Committee

Please see MARION, page 5

“IN TERMS OF 
THIS PROGRAM, 
THIS IS REALLY 
NEW TECHNOLO-
GY THAT’S OUT,”

Lt. MARK BARAN
SOUTH HADLEY 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Please see CAMERA, page 9

Please see BOARD, page 9 Please see POLICY, page 9
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USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS ............ $199

lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/13/26-8/19/268/13/26-8/19/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SHRIMP RING 
COOKED SHRIMP W/SAUCE - 24 OZ. ....  

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHOCOLATE CREME
WHIPPED PIE 38 OZ  .........................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

ea

USDA INSP.

SMITHFIELD BACON 
(REGULAR & THICK CUT) 12 OZ PAK ....

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB. BAG ...........
$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 

WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA .............

lb

lb
$335

$399

$179

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ....... $222

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$428
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

75¢
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .....................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
BOURBON BBQ MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ........................

$299

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB. BAG ..

$599

ea
USDA INSP. 

FRESH BONE-IN

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. 

MONTEREY JACK CHEESE .........
$499

lb

lb
$599

BEEF CHUCK 
      ROAST 
    or STEAK

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

 

$599
ea

$1299
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

22/$700

IT’S FAIR TIME!

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
AUGUST 27, 2026AUGUST 27, 2026

PUBLICATION DATE: PUBLICATION DATE: 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2026SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

COLOR: Add $50
1/2 Page and Full page 
COLOR PRICING: $100

PRICING:
2 Columns x 3” .................... $75
2 Columns x 5”  .................$125
3 Columns x 4” 
(1/8 Page) ...........................$150
3 Coumns x 8”
(1/4 Page) ...........................$275
4 Columns x 5”  .................$300
4 Columns x 8”  .................$375
6 Columns x 8” 
(1/2 Page) ...........................$450
6 Column x 16” 
(Full Page) ..........................$800

CONTACT PAIGE TO ADVERTISE
PLAWOR@TURLEY.COM • 413.283.8393

EXHIBIT HALL, RIDES, EXHIBIT HALL, RIDES, 
PARADE, FOOD, FUN PARADE, FOOD, FUN 

AND MORE!AND MORE!

Stars, Stripes 
and Fair Nights
SSEPTEMBER 
25-26-27

You Can Build Your Own Grilled Cheese!
Breakfast, Lunch & Specials

Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

178 Federal St.
Belchertown
(413) 323-6175

theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Sun., Aug. 16
Jimmy McArdle 
& Jerry Murphy

2-5pm

Sat., 
Aug. 15

Dee
Reilly

Mon., 
Aug. 17

The Healys
5-8pm

17th of Every Month - Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinners

SOUTH HADLEY – On 
Monday, Aug. 10 at approx-
imately 9:15 p.m., first re-
sponders were dispatched 
to the area of Willimansett 
Street and Hollywood Street 
following a report of a motor 
vehicle crash.

A preliminary investiga-
tion indicates that an electric 
scooter and a Hyundai sedan 
collided in the breakdown 
lane while the Hyundai was 
traveling northbound on Wil-
limansett Street, according to 
an official press release from 
the office of Northwestern 
District Attorney David E. 
Sullivan.

The 19-year-old male op-
erator of the electric scooter 
was transported to Baystate 
Medical Center for evalua-
tion and treatment. He was 

pronounced deceased at the 
hospital on Tuesday. 

The Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner will deter-
mine the cause and manner 
of death.

The 17-year-old male 
operator of the Hyundai re-
mained at the scene. Contrary 
to some reports, this incident 
was not a “hit and run.”

The crash remains under 
investigation by the Mas-
sachusetts State Police De-
tective Unit assigned to the 
Northwestern District Attor-
ney’s Office, the Massachu-
setts State Police Collision 
Analysis and Reconstruction 
Section, the Massachusetts 
State Police Crime Scene 
Services Section and the 
South Hadley Police Depart-
ment.

Fatal crash involving 
electric scooter 
under investigation

HOLYOKE – NAMI 
Western Massachusetts is 
pleased to offer their NAMI 
Family-to-Family Education 
Program in person, starting 
Tuesday, Sept. 15, from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. in Greenfield.

What is the NAMI Fam-
ily-to-Family Education Pro-
gram?

NAMI Family-to-Family 
is a free, 8-session educa-
tional program for family, 
significant others, and friends 
of people with mental health 

conditions. It is a designated 
evidenced-based program. 
This means that research 
shows that the program sig-
nificantly improves the cop-
ing and problem-solving 
abilities of the people clos-
est to a person with a mental 
health condition.

NAMI Family-to-Family 
is taught by NAMI-trained 
family members who have 
been there and includes pre-
sentations, discussions, and 
interactive exercises.

NAMI offering family 
education program

B E L C H E R -
TOWN — As drought 
conditions become an 
increasingly familiar 
part of life in Mas-
sachusetts, residents 
will have an oppor-
tunity to learn more 
about how drought de-
velops, how it affects 
local water supplies, 
and what the future 
may hold during a free 
public presentation 
on  Thursday, Aug. 
20, at 6:30 p.m.  in 
the Belchertown Town 
Hall Auditorium host-
ed by the Belchertown 
Conservation Depart-
ment.

The pro-
gram, “Understanding 
Drought and Water 
Supplies”  will be presented 
by  Professor Konstantinos 
(Kostas) Andreadis  of the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, whose research fo-
cuses on hydrology, water re-
sources, drought, and climate 
impacts.

Designed for homeown-
ers, residents, and anyone 
interested in understanding 
where their water comes from, 

the presentation will explain 
the science behind drought 
in clear, practical terms. Top-
ics will include how Massa-
chusetts defines the differ-
ent stages of drought, why 
droughts have become more 
frequent in recent years, and 
what scientists expect as the 
climate continues to change.

Professor Andreadis will 
also discuss the differences 
between surface water and 

groundwater systems, why 
each responds differently to 
drought, and how water man-
agers evaluate long-term and 
short-term impacts on water 
supplies. Additional topics 
will include aquifers, sea-
sonal groundwater recharge 
from rainfall and snowmelt, 
well fields, deep and shallow 
wells, artesian wells, and how 
public water supply systems 
collect, store, and distribute 

drinking water.
“With all the 

changes in weather 
we have been having, 
we felt that this would 
be a great presenta-
tion to help every-
one understand how 
these changes affect 
their water supply, 
whether it is wells 
or reservoirs,” said 
Belchertown Conser-
vation Administrator 
Julie Meyer. “Regu-
lar droughts are just 
now a fact of life, and 
we need to plan and 
prepare for their im-
pacts.”

Whether residents 
rely on a private well 
or a municipal water 
system, the program 

will provide valuable insight 
into the factors that influence 
water availability and help 
explain the science behind the 
drought conditions affecting 
communities across the Com-
monwealth.

The presentation is free 
and open to the public. Ques-
tions from attendees will be 
welcomed following the pre-
sentation.

The Quabbin Reservoir is currently 10 feet below full capacity. 	 Submitted photo

UMass professor to talk drought conditions
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Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call today for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

SOUTH HADLEY – A 
Study Group, consisting of 
South Hadley residents, for-
mer and current personnel, 
and governance leaders from 
Fire and Water Districts 1 and 
2 has been meeting over the 
past two months. The group 
has reviewed previous merg-
er study reports, conducted a 
SWOT Analysis (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
and Threats) based on current 
operations and a potential 

merger, and is embarking on 
developing a business plan 
“mock-up” of what a South 
Hadley merger might look 
like. In addition, the group is 
seeking best practices devel-
oped by other Massachusetts 
municipalities that have con-
ducted mergers.

The South Hadley Fire 
and Water Study Group was 
organized in response to 
current town budgetary chal-
lenges and a town-wide 2024 

non-binding referendum that 
favored exploring a merg-
er. Meetings are open to the 
public. An upcoming meeting 
will be held Aug. 26 at 6 p.m. 
at the South Hadley Public Li-
brary.  The Study Group will 
continue to provide ongoing 
updates of their work.  For 
more information, contact 
Study Group Chair, Christine 
Phillips, caphill33@gmail.
com, 413-531-1063.

SOUTH HADLEY – Due 
to a recent resignation on the 
Board of Assessors, the elect-
ed body has a vacancy which 
needs filling. 

The Town of South Hadley 
is proceeding to address that 
vacancy immediately. This 
process is consistent and with-
in MGL Chapter 41, Subsec-
tions 10, 11 and other applica-
ble policies or regulations.

All parties interested in 
applying for the position are 
asked to submit a letter of 
interest to Executive Assis-
tant to Administration Kris-
tin Maher via email at kma-
her@southhadleyma.gov or 

through the mail to: Select-
board Office, 116 Main St., 
South Hadley, MA, 01075. 
Applicants may submit a re-
sume but it is not required.

Letters of interest and any 
additional documents must 
be received by 4:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 20. Once re-
ceived by Selectboard admin-
istration, a complete packet 
for each candidate’s submis-
sion will be made publicly 
available.

The chairs of the Board 
of Assessors and Selectboard 
will decide on a suitable date 
to have a joint meeting of re-
maining Board of Assessors 

members and members of 
the Selectboard to conduct 
interviews. Board members 
will make an appointment at 
the public meeting scheduled 
for the interviews or a subse-
quent public joint meeting. 

Applicants will not be 
required to be interviewed if 
they choose not to be, but still 
may be considered. The joint 
committee, by way of nomi-
nation and subsequent vote to 
appoint, will fill the vacancy 
on the South Hadley Board 
of Assessors for a term from 
the date of appointment to the 
next annual town election, 
scheduled for April 2027. 

Opening for seat on Board of Assessors

Fire and Water study group offers update

SOUTH HADLEY – 
State Primary and Special 
Town Election ballots have 
been mailed to registered 
voters who applied to vote 
by mail for the Sept. 1 elec-
tions. Voters may track their 
ballot’s status here: https://
trackmyballotma.com/

If you are interested in 
voting by mail for the State 
Primary, you have until 5:00 
pm on Tuesday, August 25, 
to apply. Learn more here: 
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/
divisions/elections/voting-in-
formation/vote-by-mail.htm

Voters should read the 

enclosed vote-by-mail in-
structions carefully! Both the 
Primary Ballot and the Spe-
cial Town Election ballot will 
be enclosed, unless there is a 
notice in the envelope stating 
otherwise.

Completed ballots must 
be sealed in their respective 
yellowish “Early Ballot”  en-
velope. Ballots not returned 
in the envelope will be re-
jected, and the Clerk’s Office 
must mail a new packet out.

Primary Ballots go into the 
envelope with the pink label

Town Ballots go into the 
envelope with the yellow la-

bel.
Both yellowish envelopes 

must be signed by the voter. 
If the envelope is not signed, 
the Clerk’s Office must re-
ject the ballot and mail a new 
packet.

Ballots can be mailed 
back in the white outer enve-
lopes, returned in person to 
the Clerk’s Office, or put in 
the secure dropbox located 
behind the Police Station

Please direct any elec-
tion-related questions to the 
Town Clerk’s office at 413-
538-5030, ext. 6183, or elec-
tions@southhadleyma.gov.

Ballots sent out for Sept. 1 primary

GRANBY – Book  lov-
ers. Bargain Hunters.  The 
Friends of the Granby Free 
Public Library will host 
their annual Month-Long 
Fall  Book  Sale  during the 
month of September in the 
Community Room of the 
Library. You will be able 
to choose from a large as-
sortment of used and like-
new  hardcover, paper-
back  books, teen  books  and 
children’s  books, along with 
a selection of CDs, DVDs, 
video games and audiobooks.  
The sale will run during reg-
ular library hours from Sept. 
1 to 30. 

Starting Aug. 1, the Li-
brary will be accepting do-
nations of hardcover and 

paperback  books, DVDs, 
music CDs, playable video 
games, and audiobooks in 
good condition acceptable 
for resale.   The library does 
not accept donations of: Text-
books, encyclopedias, dic-
tionaries, thesauri, Reader’s 
Digest  books, or  books  with 
smoke, mold, mildew, or wa-

ter damage.  Donations are 
accepted at the library during 
open hours. Please do not 
leave donated  books  outside 
the library or in our book re-
turn. Donations accepted until 
Aug. 27. Thank you for your 
support! The library is locat-
ed at 297 E State St in Granby 
MA 01033.

Granby library set for fall book sale

SOUTH HADLEY – Vote early by mail in all 2026 
elections. No excuse is required. Applications will be 
mailed 45 days before each statewide election. Sign it 
and mail it back. Choosing “all elections” covers you for 
all of 2026. Primaries: Choose your party ballot if unen-
rolled. The deadline for the state primary/special town 
election is Aug. 25 at 5 p.m.

Mail voting postcards available

End of the rainbow

Submitted photo

A rainbow appeared over South Hadley High School last Saturday after the macroburst 
storm.	
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I have a simple ques-

tion: Is the amount we 
pay for Medicare Part B 
premium a percent of our 
Social Security amount 
we receive? 

Signed: Curious

Dear Curious: 
Your Medicare Part 

B premium is not based 
on a percentage of your 
monthly Social Security 
benefit amount. 

Medicare Part B pre-
miums are set in October 
of each year by Centers 
for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services and are 
based upon anticipated 
total costs of the Medi-
care program in the forth-
coming year. 

Generally speaking, 
Medicare Part B enrollee 
premiums are expected 
to offset about 25% of 
CMS’ anticipated total 
Medicare Part B costs; 
the rest is borne by the 
Federal Government. 

So, when CMS esti-
mates Medicare program 
costs for the upcoming 
year, they also look at 
the number of anticipat-
ed Part B enrollees. They 
then divide 25% of total 
anticipated Part B pro-
gram costs by the num-
ber of expected Part B 
enrollees, resulting in the 
“standard” Medicare Part 
B premium for next year. 

For 2026, the standard 
Part B premium amount 
is $202.90. The standard 
premium for 2027 will 
be announced in October 
2026 and will likely be 
different. 

It’s important to un-
derstand also that not 
everyone pays the “stan-
dard” Part B premium. 
Some lower income se-
niors may pay less be-
cause of the so-called 
“hold harmless provi-
sion,” and some higher 
income folks may pay 
more than the “standard” 
monthly Part B premium 
because of a provision 
called Income Related 
Mpnthly Adjustment 
Amount. 

The “hold harmless 
provision” says that 
monthly Social Security 
benefits cannot decrease 
as a result of a Medi-

care premium increase, 
so if the annual SS Cost 
Of Living Adjustment is 
insufficient to offset any 
increase to the standard 
Part B premium, then the 
SS beneficiary may pay a 
smaller Part B premium 
amount so that their SS 
benefit doesn’t decrease 
(note there are exceptions 
to this rule).

Conversely, those 
with a higher “provision-
al income” (an IRS defi-
nition), may pay more 
than the standard Medi-
care Part B premium. 
That’s because of a pro-
vision known as IRMAA, 
which adds a supplemen-
tal amount on top of the 
standard Medicare Part B 
premium. 

IRMAA supplement 
amounts are determined 
using a sliding scale to 
define the required higher 
Part B premium for each 
income level category 
and IRMAA will cause 
the Part B premium to be 
more than the standard 
premium amount. 

For those with excep-
tionally high incomes, 
the Part B premium can 
be as much as $690 per 
month. 

For your informa-
tion, income reported to 
the IRS two years ago 
is used to determine if 
an individual is subject 
to IRMAA for the forth-
coming year. 

The reason for this is 
timing: when next year’s 
Part B premium is deter-
mined in October of each 
current year, the IRS has 
processed all tax returns 
for the preceding year 
but doesn’t yet have in-
dividual income for the 
current year. 

Thus, they must use 
a person’s income from 
October of the preceding 
year to determine who 
will pay the standard Part 
B premium next year, 
and who will pay a high-
er IRMAA amount.

And just to complete 
this picture, you should 
be aware that IRMAA 
also applies to Medicare 
Part D premiums. And 
that means that those 
with higher incomes who 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Karen, who has a vege-
table garden in Hard-
wick, is concerned 

over her tomatoes cracking 
and is asking the Garden 
Lady for some advice.  

“With all the rainstorms 
we’ve had, one measuring 
over 5 inches last week, 
my cherry tomatoes, 
and even some of 
my paste types are 
starting to crack. 
Is this a normal 
occurrence and if 
so, is there any-
thing I can do to 
prevent this from 
happening in the 
future?”

This is a timely ques-
tion, Karen, and one that I am 
sure a lot of readers can relate 
to. I know I can.  

It’s always exciting when 
the tomatoes start ripening 
and then this happens. 

Fruit cracking around the 
stem, either in rings or radi-
ating downward is caused by 
overwatering; we or Mother 
Nature can be at fault. This 
year I will blame her for some 
of it.  

A week ago many gar-
deners in the area received 
an inch or more of rain in 
two separate deluges. Keep 
in mind that most veggies re-
quire about an inch per week.  

Adjust your irrigation to 
accommodate for the excess.  

Mulches do well to mod-
erate soil moisture; if you 
mulch, you can water less 
often. If cracking ends up 
being a big problem for you, 
consider scouring the seed 
catalogs for varieties that are 
resistant to it. 

As long as the cracks are 
fresh, and haven’t begun to 
show mold, I use the fruit 

anyway. Watering issues 
can also affect other plants. 
Sometimes gardeners com-
plain that their cucumbers 
look funny, bent in the shape 
of an apostrophe.  

This effect is also from 
u n - even 

watering. Besides making 
necessary adjustments, trel-
lising can also help them to 
grow straight.

This question came in 
from Frances who reads the 
column in the Ware River 
News:  “I have some thorn-
less blackberry plants that 
produce huge fruit. Occasion-
ally some of the segments on 
the berries are not colored 
deep purple or black; they are 
more of a tan or white color.  
I was curious why this hap-
pens? Years ago when I grew 
red raspberry bushes I also 
remember sometimes having 
this problem.  Is it something 
with my soil? Are the berries 
safe to eat?  I am hopeful it 
is not some type of mold or 
fungus.”

Although I do not have 
a picture to be one hundred 
percent certain, I believe what 
you are describing is “dru-
plet disorder.” The lighter ar-
eas on your berries are from 
sun scald. A reaction simply 
caused by too much heat.  

And yes, they are safe to 

eat.  
Some people comment 

that the berries with this dis-
order are a little tough or fla-
vorless. It doesn’t really both-
er me.  

Moldy berries would look 
furry and the area would be 
raised.  

Bill is growing basil for 
the first time and he had 

this question for the 
Garden Lady:  “My 
basil was slow to 
take off.  I came 
back from vaca-
tion and it is in 

flower. While the 
bees seem to enjoy the 

flowers, I was hoping to 
harvest some of the leaves. 

Do you have any advice as 
to how to get it out of flower 
mode and into leaf produc-
tion?”  

Yes, I do.  It involves giv-
ing the basil a hair cut.  Sure 
enough, your plant needs to 
be rid of those flowers.  

Once you do that, provide 
some nitrogen to get them 
greened up and growing. This 
could be by the addition of a 
little blood meal at the base 
of the plant or a foliar feed of 
fish emulsion or compost tea.  

In no time your plant will 
rebound. Just be sure to keep 
those flowers trimmed off.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 32 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.   

Midsummer questions for Garden Lady

My daughter, Paula Ouim-
ette, took this photo of a ju-
venile brown headed cowbird 
watching her run laps with 
her dog, Jo Jo. 

The young cowbird 
perched on a fence near the 
driveway of the elementary 
school in Hardwick.

My daughter used the 
Seek app by iNaturalist to get 
the identification. It stayed 
there for about 20 minutes be-
fore flying off. 

She said there were no 
other cowbirds around, but 
cowbirds lay their eggs in 
nests of birds smaller than 
then in hopes they will raise 
their young. 

Obviously, this young 
cowbird looks well feed. I 
wonder what bird raised it, 
often at the expense of their 
own offspring. 

Warblers and vireos are 
the most common cowbird 
hosts. Their nestlings weight 
less than half as much as the 
cowbird nestling. 

Some species will either 
push the cowbird egg out of 
their nest or leave that nest 
and start another nest.

The brown-headed cow-
bird is a stocky blackbird. 

The females do not build a 
nest and instead produce up to 
three dozen eggs per summer. 

They lay the eggs in the 
nests of other bird species and 
let them raise their young, 
know as brood parasitism. 

Brown-headed cowbirds 
are native to North America, 
but many people consider 
them a nuisance bird because 
of their parenting style.

Cowbirds destroy the eggs 
and young of smaller song-
birds and have been impli-
cated in the decline of several 
endangered species, includ-
ing Kirtland’s warbler and 
black-capped vireo. 

Adult male cowbirds 
have glossy black bodies 
and brown heads, hence their 
name. In poor lighting, the 
male’s head looks brown.

The female is brown with 

the head lighter brown than 
the body. She has fine streak-
ing on the belly/ Both sexes 
have thick, conical bills and 
black eyes. 

They are 7.5 to 8.7 inches 
long. They feed on the ground 
and can be seen walking be-
hind livestock to eat what 
their hooves stir up. 

They are found in open 
habitats such as fields, pas-
tures, meadows, forest edges 
and lawns. They also perch on 
a prominent branch high in a 
tree.

They are primarily 
seed-eaters and insectivores, 
adapting their diet based on 
availability and season, often 
gleaned from the ground or 
by following grazing animals. 
They will come to feeders 
as well and prefer sunflower 
seeds and millet. 

Other Hardwick birds
My daughter, Paula, saw 

lots of bluebirds, swallows, 
robins and one hen turkey 
with a poult. She said  there 
were probably more under-
neath the hen turkey, but only 
one was brave enough to 
come out.

Red tail hawks
I have several red tail 

hawks in Barre, New Brain-
tree and Oakham. Recently, 
one flew off and the sunshine 
showed off the hawks red tail. 
They are often seen by fresh-
ly mowed fields in hopes of 
fcatching some rodents, who 
stand out on a newly cut field. 

Great blue heron
Long Pond in Rutland is 

a popular spot to find a great 

blue heron “fishing” in the 
shallows along Route 122. 

Meal worms
I continue to have catbirds 

come for the mealworms I 
leave them on the picnic ta-
ble. The other day I heard a 
catbird make its meowing 
call. Males use the call to es-
tablish territory and females 
for communication and alarm 
purposes. 

Raven
Recently, the common ra-

ven flew overhead making its 
gurgling croak. I could hear 
it, but I was unable to see it 
with all the trees.  

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.
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Is the Medicare Part B 
Premium a Percentage of 
our Social Security Amount?

Juvenile brown headed cowbird

Please see SECURITY, 
page 5

in my

By Ellenor Downer
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks

Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Our Own: Beans, Blueberries, Carrots, Corn, Dill, 
Radishes, Peaches, Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, 

Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Beets & Cucumbers
BASIL $3 EA. or 2/$5

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm • Sun. 8am-6pm

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333 Veterans Day Salute

Town Reminder ~ November 5, 2026

Town Reminder will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown
by email to jamie@turley.com or drop off a photo to

Town Reminder, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 27, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. 
No photos will be accepted after deadline.

are affected by IRMAA for 
Part B will also pay a higher 
Medicare Part D premium. 

Medicare Part D is private 
insurance coverage for pre-
scription drugs). But none of 
this is related to your Social 
Security benefit amount. 

The Association Mature 

Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-

ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

SECURITY from page 4

SOUTH HADLEY – In 
observance of the 25th An-
niversary of 9/11, the South 
Hadley Public Library, in 
partnership with the South 
Hadley Senior Center and 
South Hadley High School, 
will host a live community 
viewing of a special Zoom 
presentation by FDNY First 
Responder Joseph T. Bonan-
no on Wednesday, Sept. 2 at 
6 p.m.

Sponsored by the 9/11 
Tunnel to Towers Founda-
tion, Mr. Bonanno will share 

his personal experiences and 
reflections on the rescue and 
recovery efforts at Ground 
Zero following the Septem-
ber 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 
Attendees are encouraged 
to submit questions for Mr. 
Bonanno in advance through 
the South Hadley Public Li-
brary website at www.shad-
leylib.org.

Community members 
may attend the presentation 
at the South Hadley Public 
Library, the South Hadley Se-
nior Center, or South Hadley 

High School. Please register 
with the location you plan to 
attend. Library registration is 
available at www.shadleylib.
org. To register at the Senior 
Center, call 413-538-5030 
(Option 3). Registration in-
formation for South Hadley 
High School will be an-
nounced soon.

This free program, spon-
sored by the 9/11 Tunnel to 
Towers Foundation, is open 
to the public. You do not need 
to be from South Hadley to 
attend. 

Senior Center to show zoom 
presentation on 9/11 tragedy

GRANBY – The Gran-
by Cultural Council is 
thrilled to announce a free 
of charge  “Indiana Jones 
Outdoor Movie Night” on 
Aug. 28 at 8 p.m. at Cin-
dy’s Drive-In on Route 202, 
Granby. The large outdoor 
screen will be in the field be-
hind the ice cream stand. The 
movie is free and open to the 
public. 

Indiana Jones and the 
Raiders of the Lost Ask fol-
lows a classic hero for this 

adventure set in the 1930s, 
as the quick-witted and har-
dy archaeologist goes on 
the hunt for the Lost Ark of 
the Covenant. Often facing 
insurmountable odds, Indy 
always  manages to succeed 
in the nick of time, joined 
by endearing companions 
and opposed by notorious 
villains. 

• What to Bring:  Grab 
your blankets, lawn chairs, 
and friends.

• Support Local:   Get 

some takeout from Cindy’s 
to enjoy during the show.

• Weather Updates: In 
case of inclement weather, 
we will postpone the mov-
ie to Aug. 29. We will post 
cancellation updates on the 
Granby Cultural Council’s 
Facebook page.

This program is funded 
by a grant from the Gran-
by Cultural Council, a local 
agency, which is supported 
by Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Free movie under the stars at Cindy’s

partnerships, and economic 
development,” she said.

Improving communica-
tion between town hall and 
residents is another key ob-
jective.

“People should not feel 
that decisions are already 
made before they are invit-
ed into the conversation,” 
Marion said. “My goal is to 
support a culture where in-
formation is shared early and 
residents with different views 
feel respected and heard.”

One of the most pressing 
issues facing the Select Board 
is addressing South Hadley’s 
budget shortfall following the 
defeat of two Proposition 2½ 
override votes in April. Mar-
ion, who opposed the over-
rides during the campaign, 
says her position reflected 
concerns about affordability 
and public confidence rather 
than opposition to town ser-
vices.

“The budget shortfall is 
real, and I do not take it light-
ly,” she said. “My opposition 

to the April override votes 
was not opposition to our 
schools, our departments, our 
employees, or the services 
residents rely on. It was root-
ed in concern about afford-
ability, timing, and trust.”

She supports continuing a 
line-by-line review of spend-
ing, pursuing shared services 
and efficiencies where appro-
priate, examining new reve-
nue opportunities and priori-
tizing essential services. 

“We need to be honest 
with residents about what 
cuts mean in practice,” said 
Marion. “I want us to rebuild 
trust: with better information, 
measurable goals, realistic 
assumptions, and meaning-
ful public input before ask-
ing residents to make another 
major financial decision.”

Marion says engagement 
with residents should be con-
tinuous rather than limited 
to budget season or election 
years.She plans to remain 
accessible by attending meet-
ings and community events, 
responding to residents and 
advocating for clearer com-

munication about town deci-
sions.

“Public input is most 
meaningful when people 
have understandable infor-
mation early enough to shape 
the outcome,” she said.

For Marion, South Had-
ley’s greatest asset is its peo-
ple.

“We have residents and 
businesses who show up, care 
about their neighbors, volun-
teer, support local organiza-
tions, and want the town to 
succeed even when they dis-
agree about how to get there,” 
she said. “That sense of com-
munity matters.”

As she begins her first 
term, Marion says she un-
derstands residents’ concerns 
about taxes, schools, munic-
ipal services and the town’s 
future. Her commitment, 
she says, is straightforward: 
“to listen, do the homework, 
communicate honestly, and 
make decisions based on 
what I believe is in the best 
long-term interest of South 
Hadley.”

MARION from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Applications are now being 
accepted for projects that 
rehabilitate or redevelop 
blighted, abandoned, vacant 
or underutilized properties 
in the Falls. Priority projects 
include multifamily build-
ings, commercial buildings, 
and mixed-use buildings. 
Program guidelines:  https://
southhadley.org/Document-
Center/View/15218/Falls-Re-
development-Fund---Guide-
lines--Application

Applications are being ac-
cepted on a rolling basis and 
funding will be provided on 
a first-come-first served ba-
sis for eligible projects. Total 
funding available is $50,000. 
Additional technical assis-
tance will be provided to 
align eligible projects with 
additional funding to achieve 
program objectives.

For more information 
contact: acapra@southhad-
leyma.gov

GRANBY – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church in 
Granby will be having their 
Summerfest on Sunday, 
Aug. 23 from 12 to 4 p.m.   
Chicken dinner is $15 and 
includes a half bbq chicken, 
baked potato and corn on the 
cob, as well as dessert and 
bottled  water.   Hamburg-
ers and hot dogs will also 
be available.   Raffles prizes 
including $500, $250, $100.  
Raffle baskets, bake sale, 
kids games, prizes, lottery 
trees and more.  Fun for the 
whole family.

GRANBY – Road resur-
facing on Chicopee St. be-
tween School St. and Carv-
er St. Work will commence 
the week of Aug. 18.  Please 
seek alternate routes if pos-
sible. Roadway detours and/
or closures are anticipated.

Residents may experi-
ence short-term inconve-
nience/delays due to con-
struction operations. 

Church hosting 
summer event

Redevelopment funding 
grant applications available

WARE – Ware Grange is 
holding a Barbecue Dinner at 
the Fair on Saturday, Aug. 29 
at 4 p.m. The menu includes 
pulled pork, chicken, brisket, 
baked beans, coleslaw, corn-
bread, drink, and dessert for 

$25. Eat outside under the 
tent or take out is available. 
Reservations are required. 
Please call 413-284-1135 
or email waregrange164@
gmail.com to make your res-
ervations for the barbecue. 

Ware Grange hosting barbecue dinner
Chicopee St. to 
receive work

WARE – The Ware 
Grange Fair program books 
are here. Plan your exhibits 
by checking out the catego-
ries of exhibits in the fair pro-
gram book. Books are avail-
able online at waregrange.org 
or to receive a book by mail 
call 413-284-1135 or email 
waregrange164@gmail.com. 

Exhibitors may enter in a va-
riety of categories including 
vegetables, fruits, eggs, cut 
flowers, baked goods, fan-
cywork, arts and crafts, and 
photography. Plan your ex-
hibits now for the fair which 
takes place Aug. 28 and 29. 
See the Ware Grange website 
for schedule and details. 

Grange Fair book program coming up

Visit Town Reminder 
online at

www.townreminder.
turley.com
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SPORTS

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Riding a flawless 
13-0-0 mark, the top‑seeded 
Granby Lady Rams rolled 
into the Pioneer Valley Sum-
mer Soccer League B Divi-

sion finals, eager to bring 
home the championship 
trophy in a showdown 
with second-seeded 
Hopkins Academy.

The champion-
ship match was 
tied at 1-1 when 
Hopkins Acade-

my’s Nora Hanna 
scored the winning goal eight 
minutes into the first 10-min-
ute overtime period giving her 
team a 2-1 win at Lusitano 
Stadium in Ludlow on Satur-
day, Aug. 1.

“This loss is a little bit 
frustrating, especially since 
we had an undefeated re-
cord,” said Kalli White, 
who was a co-captain of 

the Granby summer league 
team, along with McKenna 
Zumbruski. “We had sever-

al scoring chances in today’s 

Rams up 
just short in 
PVSSL finals

Sofia Marsh tries to turn play around.

Kaelynn 
Slapski tries to 
settle the ball.

Please see RAMS, page 7

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Savannah Kraus advances up the field.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Anthony 
Bourget was an assistant 
boys’ soccer coach under 
longtime varsity coach John 
O’Keefe at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School before 
stepping down at the end of 
last season.

Bourget was also the head 
coach of Villa FC, which 
captured the last two Pio-
neer Valley Summer Soccer 
League men’s championship 
titles. Villa FC changed spon-
sors before the start of the 
2026 summer league season 
and are now known as Mount 
Carmel FC. 

Mason Perham is one 
of the former Minnechaug 
soccer players listed on the 
Mount Carmel roster. 

Perham scored a sec-
ond half goal, which helped 
top‑seeded Mount Carmel 
FC win the championship 
title once again with a crisp 
2–0 win over second‑seeded 
Rumbleseat before a large 
crowd at Lusitano Stadium in 
Ludlow on Friday, July 31.

“We’ve won the last two 
men’s championship titles 
with Villa, and this is our first 
one with Mount Carmel,” 
Bourget said. “Winning the 
championship game is some-
thing that we expect to do ev-
ery year. It was a hard fought 
battle tonight. Rumbleseat 
played very well against us.” 

Mount Carmel FC, who 
finished the PVSSL regular 
season with a 10-1-0 record, 
defeated fourth-seeded CF 
Ardor, 2-0, in the semifinals.

Rumbleseat, who also lost 
to Mount Carmel during the 
regular season, entered the 
playoffs with a 9-1-1 record. 
They advanced into the men’s 
finals for the first time in more 
than ten years after knocking 
off the third-seeded KO Elites 
FC, 2-1, in the semifinals.

“This is the first time 
that we’ve made the finals in 
many years, and it was a fun 
game tonight,” said Kyle Gir-
oud, who was an outstanding 
three-sport athlete at Chicop-
ee Comp. “It’s always a great 

Mount Carmel takes Men’s PVSSL title

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Mount Carmel captured the PVSSL Men’s title this year.

Anthony Basile turns play around.
Please see TITLE, page 7

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Since joining 
the prestigious Pioneer Valley 
Summer Soccer League in 
2021, West Side Sports Shop 
has claimed the women’s 
championship title five times.

West Side Sports Shop 
entered this year’s playoffs as 
the fourth seed. They posted a 
2-0 shutout victory over sec-
ond-seeded W. Mass Xtremes 
in the women’s finals held at 
historic Lusitano Stadium in 
Ludlow. last Friday night.

“We might be the fourth 

seed, but we played very well 
in the playoffs,” said West 
Side Sports Shop head coach 
Chris Andre. “We lost to the 
Xtremes twice during the reg-
ular season.”

The only year that West 
Side Sports Shop didn’t take 
home the championship tro-
phy was in 2024. They beat 
top seeded Here for Beer in 
the finals a year ago.

“We’ve set a high strand-
ed here,” Andre added. “A 
number of these players have 
been playing for me since 
our first year in this league. 
We also add a couple of new 

players each year. The play-
ers get along with each other 
very well and we always have 
a lot of fun.” 

West Side Sports Shop, 
who finished the 2026 regular 
season with a 7-4-0 record, 
defeated the fifth-seeded Lu-
sitano Women, 5-1, in the 
quarterfinals. Just like they 
did a year ago, they beat top 
seeded Here for Beer, 3-2, 
in the semifinals. West Side 
Sports also won the regular 
season match-up Here for 
Beer.

“Here For Beer is a very 
talented soccer team,” Andre 

said. “We played very well 
against them the other night.”

The West Side Sports 
Shop captain is Rhiann Ryan, 
who graduated from Min-
nechaug a couple of years 
ago.

“I love being a member of 
this soccer team,” Ryan said. 
“It feels nice to finally beat 
Xtremes, especially after los-
ing to them twice during the 
regular season.”

Six other players listed on 
the Westside Sports Shop ros-
ter played soccer for legend-

West Side Sport Shop grabs ladies title

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
West Side Sports Shop, featuring adult female players from throughout the region, took the PVSSL Women’s Championship.

Please see LADIES, page 7
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Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Lily Los competes against an opponent for possession.

RAMS from page 6

game.”
The two squads also 

faced each other in the last 
two Western Mass. Class D 
championship matches. 

The 2024 contest was 
scoreless until the shootout 
where the Lady Rams pulled 
out a 4-2 win. Granby won 
last year’s game by the score 
of 2-0.  

They also met during the 
PVSSL regular season in the 
middle of July. Granby post-
ed a 5-0 victory. 

It was Hopkins (11-1-1), 
who also had a few players 
from Amherst High School, 
only set back of the summer 
league season.

“They were missing a 
couple of players the first 
time that we played them,” 
White added. “We really 
wanted to win today’s game.”

The other players list-
ed on the Granby roster are 
Marcela Tapia, McKenna 
Cudworth, Bri-Anne Kraus, 
Sofia Marsh, Brenna More-
no, Makayla Dennis, Marga-
ret Healey, Sophia Labonte, 
Caroline Koziol, Olivia Her-
oux, Emily Durham, Kara 
White, Meredith Bartosz, So-
phia Press, Eleanor Szlosek, 
Kaelynn Slapski, Sophia 
White, Lily Los, Savannah, 
Kraus, Leighton Ladas, Mad-
ison Scheinost, Carli Zobka, 
Kaylee Vincelette, and Alexa 
Nai. 

“We have a bunch of 
talented soccer players on 
this team,” Kalli White said. 
“We’re hoping to win the 
state title after making it to 
the final four last year. If it 
does happen, it’ll be a dream 
come true for us.”

Granby advanced into the 
PVSSL B-Division finals af-
ter defeating the eighth-seed-
ed Falcons, 6-0, in the quar-
terfinals and another 3-0 
shutout against Frontier in 
the semifinals.   

The PVSSL B-Division 
finals was scoreless until late 

in the first half.
Granby took a 1-0 half-

time lead when Healey blast-
ed a free kick from the top of 
the box into the right corner 
of the net.

Hanna scored the equaliz-
er with unassisted goal four 
minutes into the second half.

With a little more than ten 
minutes remaining in regu-
lation, a shot attempt from 
Kalli White clanged off the 
crossbar. 

Kraus and Zumbruski 
also had shots on goal, but 
the score remained tied until 
Hanna netted the game win-
ning goal on a deflected shot 
in overtime.

Following the champion-
ship match, Hanna was given 
the M.V.P. award.

Goalie Meredith Bartosz 
leaps for save opportunity.

Eleanor Szlosek watches her pass head up the field.

TITLE from page 6

time playing in this league 
and I’m looking forward to 
playing again next year.”

Giroud is also a mem-
ber of the Skidmore College 
men’s soccer team.

The men’s finals was 
scoreless at halftime.

Mount Carmel broke the 
ice four minutes into the sec-
ond half. 

The scoring play began 
with a crossing pass from 
Joao Miranda to Deandrae 
Brown, who fired a shot from 
the top of the box past Rum-
bleseat goalie Luke Theroux.

Miranda was selected 
as the M.V.P. following the 
match.

About ten minutes later, 
Perham scored a goal, which 
was assisted by Brown.

“It just felt awesome to 
score a goal in the cham-

pionship game,” Perham 
said. “We took control of 
the game at the start of the 
second half. We had another 
great season.”  

Perham has been a mem-
ber of Villa/Mount Carmel 
for the past four years.

“I’m very happy for 
Mason,” Bourget said. “He 
began playing with us the 
year after he graduated from 
Minnechaug. We also have a 
couple of other Minnechaug 
players on our team. We have 
a bunch of talented players 
on this team.”

The other former Min-
nechaug soccer players listed 
on the Mount Carmel roster 
are Kyle Atkin, Nick Cian-
flone, Chase Henderson, and 
Cam Rigney.

The members of the 
Mount Carmel FC are hoping 
to make it a four-peat in the 
summer of 2027.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Deandrae Brown dribbles away from a defender.

Shane Sewell sends a pass away.Jake Durham plays the ball off his toe.

ary head coach Nundi Gon-
calves at Minnechaug. They 
are Emily Howard, Gabby 
Rita, Lylah Jeannotte, Chap-
in Jeannotte, Gaby Williams, 
and Claire Poindexter.

One of the West Side 
Sports Shop starters in the 
championship match was 
Mallory Pereira, who grad-
uated from Ludlow High 
School.

Julianna Beaulieu, who 
graduated from Chicopee 
Comp, was selected as the 
M.V.P. of the women’s cham-
pionship game.

“I never expected to be 
the M.V.P. of this game, but 
I knew we could win another 
championship title,” Beaulieu 
said. “I’ve now won three 
championships with this 
team, which is very special. 
It’s been a lot of fun playing 
soccer for this team.” 

Beaulieu, who played 
both basketball and soccer 
at Utica University, scored a 
pair of goals in the finals.

She got things rolling 
during the 16th minute of the 
opening half by putting a shot 
into the back of the net past 
goalie Madison Harmon.

“Once the ball left my 
foot, I knew it was going into 
the net,” Beaulieu said. “It 

set the tone for the rest of the 
game.”

The Xtremes, who went 
10-1-0 during the regular 
season, had an opportuni-
ty to tie the score during the 
27th minute. Gianna Sakow-
ski, who also graduated from 
Minnechaug, fired a shot on 
goal, which sailed high over 
the crossbar.

Beaulieu scored her sec-

ond goal early in the second 
half.

Sara Avery, who was 
the West Side Sports Shop 
starting goalie, didn’t have 
to make very many saves in 
recording the shutout. Avery 
lives in Belchertown and she 
graduated from the MacDuf-

fie School. She’ll be a senior 
on the AIC women’s soccer 
team this fall.

The members of the 
West Side Sports Shop will 
be looking to win another 
PVSSL championship title 
next summer.  

LADIES from page 6

Chapin Jeannotte takes the ball up the sideline.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Julianna Beaulieu sends a pass away.

Sydney Mercier sends a free 
kick away.

Emily Howard makes a stop.

Kaela Mochak heads up the 
field.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
31 MILL ROAD, HAMPDEN
Aug. 15 & 16, 9am.-5pm

Rain date: Aug. 22 & 23, 9am-5pm
Christmas Village & decor, 

household items, toys and more.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. 
A veteran owned company. Call John at 
(413)206-6509. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

HELP WANTED: 
General maintenance.

 Good pay.
Call 413-297-1513, Les.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147 WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com 

Call:
 413-283-8393

Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/

classifieds

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Buying? 
Selling?

Our 
Classifieds

Get Results!
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Midway between south 

and southeast
  4. Fathers
  9. Wine grape
 14. Al Bundy’s wife
 15. Derived from ammonia
 16. Venezuelan state
 17. Interest rate
 18. Experts
 20. Vascular tissues
 22. Smooth and glossy
 23. Administrative region in 

S. Korea
 24. One from Damascus
 28. Special interest group
 29. It cools your home
 30. Oh, God!
 31. Intestinal pouches
 33. Men
 37. Twelfth star in a 

constellation
 38. Former CIA
 39. Arrange in grades of 

size

 41. A baglike structure in a 
plant or animal

 42. “The Great Lakes 
State”

 43. Having earlike 
appendages

 44. Momentarily stop
 46. Ancient kingdom
 49. Of I
 50. White clerical vestment
 51. Songs to one’s beloved
 55. Charges
 58. Computer application 

originator
 59. A place to dock a boat
 60. One guided by reason
 64. Slang for cigarette
 65. Sailboats
 66. “Jerry Maguire” actor 

Zellweger
 67. Screen type
 68. Country legend Haggard
 69. Puts together in time
 70. When you anticipate 

arriving

CLUES DOWN
  1. Involuntary muscular 

contraction
  2. Eastern US transit 

agency
  3. Leaves a place
  4. Cease to participate
  5. Current units
  6. Cease to exist
  7. General’s assistant 

(abbr.)
  8. Earth vibration
  9. Very strong winds
 10. For each one
 11. A bog
 12. The creation of beautiful 

or significant things
 13. Affirmative
 19. Pie _ __ mode
 21. Nonclerical
 24. Indonesian island
 25. Educational 

environment
 26. Namibian peoples
 27. Bring out or develop

 31. Moves into a place of 
thought

 32. Out of the way
 34. Loads a ship
 35. Beloved Hollywood alien
 36. Distinguishes
 40. The ancient Egyptian 

sun god
 41. Secondary or 

explanatory title
 45. Relating to a wing
 47. One who gives a speech
 48. In the middle
 52. Loop with a running 

knot
 53. Airborne (abbr.)
 54. Sweet persons
 56. Put into play
 57. Small cattle breed
 59. Millisecond
 60. Revolutions per minute
 61. They __
 62. Moon crater
 63. A place to stay the 

night

March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15
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Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under

G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A 
Notice is hereby given by 

Hampshire Towing, 650 New 
Ludlow Rd., South Hadley, MA 
01075, pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L. C. 255, Section 39A, 
that a sealed bid auction OPEN 
TO  CLASS 2 & 3 LICENSED 
DEALERS ONLY with bids due 
Monday, August 24, 2026 at 8 
a.m. Inquiries can be made to 
Rich at 413-534-5373.

2001 Nissan Pathfinder
VIN: JN8DR09X91W560688
Martha Almanza
142 Prentice St
Springfield MA 01104
2004 Volvo VNL

VIN: 4V4NC9TJ34N364349 
Edrick Santos
135 Massasoit St., Apt 1
Springfield MA 01107

2023 ZNEN “Frigate” scooter
VIN: L5YTCKBD2P1131749 
Owner Unknown

2005 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGES16395H594289 
Carmen Santiago Rosario
34 Meadow St., Apt 40
Westfield MA 01085

2018 Jeep Compass
VIN: 3C4NJCAB2JT335320
Irene Kadate
29 Biella St., Apt 1
Springfield MA 01104

2001 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGES26761H559728 
Monica Gonzalez
18 Saab Ct., Apt 605
Springfield MA 01104

2010 Chrysler Town and Country
VIN: 2A4RR5D11AR228197
Ezekiel Gonzalez Morales
23 N. Summer St., Apt 2D
Holyoke MA 01040

2001 Toyota ECHO
VIN: JTDAT123410122368 Flor 
Platero Ramirez
320 Walnut St
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Chevrolet Impala 
VIN: 2G1WD57C891264797 
Eric Archambault
292 Pine St
Holyoke MA 01040

2006 Freightliner CST120
VIN: 1FUJBBCV76LW30390
Francisco Gonzalez
101 Wales Rd
Brimfield MA 01010

2010 Hyundai Genesis Coupe
VIN: KMHHU6KH6AU019929 
Philip Constantino
44 Cardinal Cir
Ludlow MA 01056

2006 Scion xA
VIN: JTKKT624860142830
Cristopher Lora
253 Essex St., Apt 8
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Ford Escape
VIN: 1FMCU03G89KA13201 
Tijuana Young
224 Quinnipiac Ave
New Haven CT 06513

2009 Hyundai ELANTRA
VIN: KMHDU46D49U753278
Isaiah Farnum
38 Bracewell Ave., Apt 3
North Adams MA 01247

2021 Kia K5

5XXG14J26MG022396 Keni-
sha Davis
216 Westover Dr., Apt 6E
Hattiesburg MS 39402

2010 Dodge Nitro
VIN: 1D4PU6GX7AW175114 
Kara Rogers
14 Lakewood Cir
Pittsfield MA 01201

2013 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCR3F89DA044940 
In White
5 Dogwood Ln
Pittsfield MA 01201

2018 Acura MDX
VIN: 5J8YD4H51JL007278 
Raymond Edward Bryant
PO Box 466
Weare NH 03281

2012 Kia Sportage
VIN: KNDPCCA26C7269056 
Stephen Ciepiela
163 Pine St
Dalton MA 01226

2011 Subaru Legacy
VIN: 4S3BMBC63B3261536 
Jose Mateo
8 Brown Ave
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Subaru Impreza
VIN: JF1GE61659H513383 
Jose Lopez
35 Wisteria St
Springfield MA 01119

2010 Mazda Mazda3
VIN: JM1BL1S66A1342684 
Kelvin Suarez
117 Melvin St
Chicopee MA 01013

2005 Audi A6
VIN: WAUDG74F15N080548 
Amillion Sanchez
767 Chicopee St., Apt 1
Chicopee MA 01013

2009 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCP267X9A125301
Jasmin Torres
19 Quirk Ave
Holyoke MA 01040

2010 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4BL2AP1AN473732
Jacqueline Sanchez
40 Woodside Ter., Apt 4
Springfield MA 01108

2013 Jeep Wrangler
VIN: 1C4AJWAG1DL591654 
Carmen Soto-Fontanez
26 Gardner Rd
Chicopee MA 01013

2009 Acura RDX
VIN: 5J8TB18289A003157 
Jarileemari Opio Bonilla
170 Hampshire St., Apt 3R
Holyoke MA 01040

2008 Hyundai TUCSON
VIN: KM8JN12D28U910423 
Sherley Cardona Ferrer
25 Laurence St
Springfield MA 01104

2012 Chevrolet Impala
VIN: 2G1WB5E38C1208147 
Anthony Bettencourt
190 Earle St., Apt 3E
New Bedford MA 02746

2008 Mercedes-Benz C-Class
VIN: WDDGF81X38F175512 
Kimberly Quinones
92 Rivers Ave., Apt 3
Chicopee MA 01013

2012 Audi A6 
VIN: WAUDFAFCXCN116611 
Junior Kernagham

107 Ashley Ave., Apt A
W. Springfield MA 01089

2014 Buick Encore
VIN: KL4CJHSB5EB602969 
Owner Unknown

2018 Ford Transit Connect
VIN: NM0LS7E79J1380809 
Nicholas Lentocha
27 Farmstead Ln
Glastonbury CT 06033

2006 Kia Sedona
VIN: KNDMB233366029639 
Heriberto Miranda Viera
142 Montague Rd
Leverett MA 01054

08/07, 08/14, 08/21/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HYBRID 
PUBLIC HEARING

Proposed Amendments to 
the Zoning Bylaw Regarding 

Agricultural Uses 
The South Hadley Planning 

Board will hold a hybrid pub-
lic hearing on Monday, Sep-
tember 14, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 
to discuss proposing articles to 
Town Meeting for the purpose 
of amending the Zoning Bylaw 
to repeal and replace § 255-25 
“Agricultural, Horticultural and 
Floricultural Uses” with “Agri-
cultural Uses Accessory to Res-
idential Use”; repeal and replace 
§ 255-26 “Stables and Riding 
Academies” with “Commercial 
Agricultural Uses”; amend § 
255-10 to insert new definitions 
related to agricultural and related 
uses; amend § 255-24 regarding 
Accessory Uses and Buildings; 
amend § 255-41 regarding Out-
door Recreation Facilities; and 
amend the Zoning Use Schedule 
as relevant. These amendments 
seek to address inconsistencies 
within the Zoning Bylaw and 
ensure compliance with agricul-
tural use protections identified 
under MGL Chapter 40A, Sec-
tion 3; along with other relevant 
amendments.

The public hearing will be 
held through hybrid format with 
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of 
the South Hadley Senior Center, 
45 Dayton Street South Hadley 
MA 01075. Virtual attendance 
will be hosted through the log-in 
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89989664296?pwd=
Fi6hkHiSrTiqQ4facFj9ZJ9
bSJsbjS.1

Or join by phone: +1 (309) 
205 3325 Webinar ID: 899 
8966 4296 Passcode: 281320

The current drafts of the pro-
posed bylaws and any accompa-
nying documentation can be found 
here: https://www.southhadley.
org/1318/ProposedDraft-Bylaws. 
Alternatively, hard-copies of the
documents can be viewed at the 
Planning & Conservation De-
partment Office (Room U6) in 
Town Hall. Any person interest-
ed in, or wishing to be heard, 
should appear/join the hearing at 
the time and in the manner des-
ignated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board

08/07, 08/14/2026

Legal Notices

tion of the violation.  It’s go-
ing to take a picture of your 
license plate.”

Reported cases will be 
transmitted to Bus Patrol, 
who will look at the data, 
identify the footage and 
transfer it over to the police 
department to verify.  Should 
the record be verified as a 
violation, a written warning 
will be issued and a violation 
will be sent in the mail to the 
perpetrator.  Baran stressed 
the registered vehicle owner 
will be responsible for the 
citation.

Bus Patrol representative 
Michael Gorman was remote 
during the meeting to answer 
questions.  During his intro-
duction, he stated there were 
43 million cars which didn’t 
stop as the arm was extend-
ed.  He cited the rise in traffic 
violations stemmed from the 
sheer number of cars populat-
ing the streets, which enabled 
drivers to become more reck-
less.

“This is how these laws 
get broken,” Gorman said.  
“With cars coming in and out, 
not paying attention, rushing 
off to college, rushing off to 
work.”

According to Gorman, the 
camera system’s pilot pro-
gram started in 2024 in Pea-
body and Salem.  The initial 
goal was to “point out the 
fact that this is a real prob-
lem” and to offer a solution 
an issue rampant in Massa-
chusetts.

“The simple fact of the 
matter is Massachusetts, for 
four years running, has the 
worst drivers in America,” 
Gorman said.  “That’s just 
fact.  Peabody and Salem 
proved a very valid point.  
977 cars did not stop in Pea-
body in three months on sev-
en buses; just seven buses.”

CAMERA from page 1

one, right?  It’s hard for them 
to do one hour of community 
service once they lock into a 
project, it’s nice to have them 
for a good amount of time.”

The new policy gave stu-
dents either one or two weeks 
to complete the compulsory 
service, with the encourage-
ment to complete multiple 
hours at a time once the proj-
ect started.  However, she 
noted some students wouldn’t 
complete it and some were 
“intentionally skipping.”

“It’s hard to track that too,” 
Jordan said.  “And we get it.  
It’s a lot.  It puts it on the par-
ent, guardian, caregivers to 
come to school and pick up 

the kids.  But we’re always 
flexible and worked with the 
students.”

Jordan stated the amount of 
community service matched 
the amount of total infrac-
tions.  At 15 tardies, howev-
er, she mentioned they would 
“lock into a Saturday school” 
punishment for the student, as 
well as for 20 tardiness marks.

Saturday school blocks are 
four hours in length and Jor-
dan mentioned if the student 
was unable to attend Saturday 
school, they were instead of-
fered an after-school make up 
class.  However, Jordan no-
ticed in those cases, students 
intentionally skipped classes 
to avoid the Saturday school 
punishment.  

“Interestingly enough, we 

had some parents say ‘we 
can’t do a Saturday school 
for whatever reason.’ Maybe 
they’re away,” Jordan said as 
she recalled parental frustra-
tions.  “Okay, what else can 
we do? We’re at this point, 
we’re beyond five hours.  
We’re beyond 10 hours.  It’s 
progressive discipline.  And 
parents started suggesting 
‘well, here we go in-house.’”

Jordan said her school 
didn’t want to do in-house 
suspensions, as the students 
would be “with us all day” and 
“that really impacts our day.”

“We really do try to make 
a concerted effort to work 
with families,” Jordan said.  
“Believe it or not, it’s really 
the last thing we want to be 
doing.”

covered and buried from ani-
mals getting in there.”

Gilman also reported they 
hired a professional pest con-
trol company to come out and 
handle the situation, as well 
as treating the area with bait 
boxes “every other week.”  
He also revealed the compa-
ny was using “non-secondary 
poisoning” to control the is-
sue.

“They’re using rat-ex,” 
Gilman said.  “It basically 
just dries the animal out, so 
there’s no secondary poison-
ing.”

Gilman asserted all of 
their material was “covered 
with tarps every night” and 
concluded the company had 
“done a lot to improve the sit-
uation.”  He went on further 
to argue against the letter’s 

cited issue of “dead rats on 
the road,” as he didn’t find 
this to be the case while in-
vestigating the site “the other 
day” and reported they were 
seeing a “decrease in rat ac-
tivity” on their end.  

“As far as communica-
tion, we talked,” Banana 
Compost representative Steve 
DeMont said in reference to 
his previous communication 
with Nate LaFlamme.  “It 
was about a month and a half 
ago, maybe a month ago in 
May.  We just kind of told 
them what was our plan and 
what Matt said.”

Shaheen clarified to Ba-
nana Compost representa-
tives they were “civilly lia-
ble” if any injury or disease 
was traced as a result of the 
rat problem, which would 
make the business eligible 
to be sued in civil court.  As 

all parties agreed they didn’t 
want the issue to escalate into 
a civil lawsuit, they agreed to 
work together to mitigate the 
problem.

The Board of Health also 
stated they would have two 
weeks to research a solution 
to the problem, with the Board 
pledging to also do their own 
independent research.  They 
scheduled a hearing in two 
weeks to compare notes and 
resolve the issue.

“If you want to bring your 
lawyers to the hearing, that 
would be fine,” Shaheen said.  
“Let’s come up with a game 
plan in two weeks and set it 
into motion and everyone is 
going to be happy.  We’ve 
got to mitigate this problem 
because someone’s going to 
get hurt, someone’s going t 
get sued and it’s not going to 
be nice.”

BOARD from page 1

POLICY from page 1
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 9, 2026.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 19.

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE/HOLYOKE 
— The Valley Blue Sox host-
ed the 2nd annual ‘Polish 
Heritage Night’ in tandem 
with the Polish Center of Dis-
covery and Learning (PCDL) 
and Bernat’s Deli, on the 
grounds of Mackenzie Stadi-
um on July 31, and it was well 
worth the price of admission.  

From a live rendition of 
the Polish National Anthem 
playing over the intercom, to 
the budding unison of all gen-
erations echoing the ballad, as 
two young volunteers held the 
Polish flag, adorned in pat-
terns of porcelain white and 
crimson red, forever glisten-
ing in the spotlight as cameras 
watched on, to a triumphant 
playoff-clinching victory on 
the final day of the season for 
the Blue Sox, it was clear this 
was one to night remember. 

Offering insight into how 

the event came together was 
PCDL President and Board 
Chair Joanne Gruszkos, who 
revealed the reasoning was 
quite simple. 

“The Polish Center was 
thinking of a way to gather 
families of Polish descent 
and offer a night of enter-
tainment and fun, while also 
being budget-friendly, and 
so we decided, ‘Why not do 
a baseball game’ in the local 
area,” Gruszkos said. “So we 
decided to reconnect with the 
Valley Blue Sox and expand 
on the blueprint and success 
we gathered from last year’s 
inaugural event, while also 
getting Bernat’s in the loop as 
well, and that’s how the idea 
of having a VIP tent came 
into focus, and we couldn’t be 
happier with the turnout, and 
we hope this continues to get 
bigger from here on out as we 
continue to grow.”

Gruszko added that she 
extends the invitation to all to 

stop by the PCDL, citing the 
vast wealth of history and the 
abundance of Polish culture, 
perfectly displayed and hon-
ored. 

“If you haven’t been to the 
[Polish Center], I recommend 
you do, because it’s a beau-
tiful and well-crafted exhibit 
and showcase that’s worth 
visiting, because the truth is 
so much of our history re-
lates to every culture, and we 
would love to share that with 
everyone, even if you are Pol-
ish or not,” she said.   

Those who attended the 
special tailgate were treated 
to a full buffet of Polish clas-
sics, such as reverse Golumb-
ki’s, Kielbasa with Peppers & 
Onions, among other special-
ites, along with refreshments, 
and a traditional specialty 
cocktail featuring V1 Vodka, 
courtesy of Bernat’s owner 
Greg Bernat, who was on site 
and helped serve; according 
to consensus gathered, the 
food was one of the main 
highlights throughout the 
evening, with many sharing 
at times, “This was the best 
thing I’ve ever eaten, and an-

other sharing, “this tastes just 
like home.”  

Bernat said, “I love this 
event, and it’s one of my fa-
vorites, from the atmosphere 
at the ballpark to the sense of 
community; I couldn’t think 
of anywhere else to be.” 

Echoing similar senti-
ments was Blue Sox general 
manager Brandon Seymour. 

“This event is always a 
bona fide success, and I can 
confirm we look forward to 
hosting this yearly, and it’s 
quickly become one of my 
favorite nights of the year at 
the ballpark,” Seymour said. 
He then pivoted to discuss the 
impact that the Blue Sox or-
ganization provides in terms 
of community involvement. 

“Our presence in the com-
munity is huge, from hosting 
our youth clinics to making 
appearances in the schools 
with our newly added “Pages 
to Paws” program, which was 
a pilot program we introduced 
this year that was focused on 
helping kids generate interest 
in reading within the school 
district, and due to its success, 
that’s becoming a perennial 

event as well,” he added.
Seymour then closed his 

thoughts by sharing how he 
felt this season was one to re-
member. 

“And I feel this has been 
a tremendous season overall, 
and we couldn’t be happier, 
and now that we have reached 
this newfound point of suc-
cess, we only feel it’s natural 
to keep raising the bar from 
here on out, and finding new 
ways to strengthen our fan-
base and connection with the 
community,” Seymour said.  

“As of this story being 
published, it should be known 
that the Valley Blue Sox’s 
season came to an end earli-
er this month on Aug. 2 after 
a 14-5 postseason loss to the 
Sanford Mainers in Game 2 

of the opening round of the 
NECBL(New England Colle-
giate Baseball League) Play-
offs. 

Looking ahead 
Also, note that the Pol-

ish Center is hosting ‘Cigar 
Night’ at the Rumbleseat Bar 
& Grille next week on Thurs-
day, Aug. 20 in Chicopee. The 
event is sponsored by Ber-
nat’s Polish Deli and Cigar 
Room II, and tickets are go-
ing fast and can be purchased 
at the Polish Center. 

They are $80 per ticket, 
and with it you get a premium 
cigar from the Cigar Room 
II, a beverage of your choice, 
access to the free Golf Simu-
lator, and a signature buffet. 
The event runs from 6 to 9 
p.m.”

Blue Sox celebrate Polish Heritage Night at Mackenzie

The Valley Blue Sox lineup and staff look on as the Polish anthem is played. 	 Turley Photos by Brendan Rooney 

(l-r) Olen Bielski III, Polish Center of Discovery and Learning 
Director of Business Development, with Ward 9 Chicopee 
Councilor Mary Beth-Pniak Costello and Greg Bernat, owner 
of Bernat’s Deli. 

Valley Blue Sox players sign a pair of signature Polish 
jerseys.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
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GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES


