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Scott Brady and Jameson Glanville enjoying the beautiful weather.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - For
the past several years, the
South Hadley and Granby
Chamber of Commerce and
the Amherst Area Chamber
of Commerce have hosted a
joint gathering to partner to-
gether in order to support a
nonprofit organization a part
of the chambers.

“This River Cruise is a
perfect example of how we
can combine resources and
energy to create memorable
events for our members. In
the year ahead, we’re excit-
ed to explore more joint net-
working and impact-based
initiatives, such as an upcom-
ing multi-Chamber event in
November hosted at Mount
Holyoke College to support
our local food banks in the
area,” said Amherst Director

Jacob Robinson.

“Every year, we enjoy
a partnership with the Am-
herst Area Chamber of Com-
merce! A multi-chamber
event is like combining the
best parts of several commu-
nities into one event. It gives
our members the chance to
meet new businesses, expand
their reach, and build part-
nerships across town lines. It
also creates something big-
ger,” said Steve Laplante, the

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

President of the South Had-
ley and Granby Chamber of
Commerce.

The event was a part of
the Business After 5 series
of events, where the Cham-
bers get together to host a
nonprofit organization and
provide additional ways to
market and work with others.

The nonprofit featured at

Please see FUNDRAISER,
page 10

Cruise Nights at
Buttery Brook Park

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - Car
shows are here, and even
though the season is reach-
ing its end, the Buttery Brook
Park Cruise Nights are still
here.

The Cruise Nights were
first begun by Linda Young
and her husband, Doug, as
well as Joe Scott in 2004,
originally happening on a
Wednesday night in August,
and moved to Fridays after a
weather incident.

“It was a hit right from the
start. We had Celebrity Chefs
from various town organiza-
tions cooking and serving up
the food, and beverages were
sold at another part of Pavil-
ion 1,” said Linda Young. “It
brought in a lot of people
just to see them cooking up a
storm. I think the fact that we
also gave out trophies each

night brought in the antique
cars and motorcycles. Joe and
his extended family were also
car enthusiasts so that helped
as well.”

There was Ray’s Coloring
Corner, which was started for
Joe’s cousin, Ray Faganski,
who passed away early and
was also a huge car enthusi-
ast.

“Those were the early
days of Cruise Nights, and it
has been going on now for
over 21 years, thanks to all of
our sponsors and volunteers.
Larry Dubois and his family
of wife Doris, sons Mike and
Rob, have been invaluable for
so many years handling all of
the electronics, set up, take
downs, picture taking any and
anything else you can think
of,” said Young.

Steven Lachowetz, the
current chairman of the

Cruise Night planning group

Please see CRUISE NIGHT,
page 9

Dan Pelligrini and his 1967 Chevy Camaro.

Library of ‘Things’

at Granby Library

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epppas@turley.com

GRANBY - The library
is full of things to take home
to enjoy, and the library has
recently added a new addi-
tion to their items to take
home, and that is the new-
ly established Library of
Things.

“The Library of Things
consists of many useful and
fun items, such as Wi-Fi
hotspots, a telescope, corn-
hole toss, sandcastle making
set, jigsaw puzzles, board
games, card games, outdoor
sport sets, a magic set, and an
epic circuit set. We will have
a stuffed frog dissection kit
soon, as well, which I think
is the coolest,” said library
director Jenn Crosby.

The Library of Things is
filled with brand-new items
purchased with funds from
a grant from the Massachu-
setts Office of Travel and
Tourism.

“Once we see how well
the items are received and
which are the most popular,
we will make a game plan
for possibly purchasing more
or making a wish list at that
time,” said Crosby.

Whatever you want to try
out, from new activities that
could create new hobbies, to
useful and practical items to
help your devices work any-
where, the Library of Things
has arrived, and will add
more to your visit to the li-
brary.

“We are most excited to
see our community get ex-
cited. The Library is about

debuts

so much more than books,
and we are grateful to be
able to offer other items that
families might find useful or
just plain fun, and give them
more reasons to come and
visit their local Library,” said
Crosby.

The library is looking
forward to hearing from the
community about the new
Library of Things, and you
can provide feedback about
the collection and provide
some requests for possible

Submitted photo
Check out the Library of Things the next time you stop by the
library.

future additions to the Li-
brary of Things.

“I hope that people will
make the Library of Things
a regular part of their library
usage and maybe even start
some new family game night
traditions at home or in the
library,” said Crosby. “It is
another way to bring our
community together and help
families save on resources
while we are at it.”

Please see LIBRARY, page 5

Selecthoard hears grim
health insurance update

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @ turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Hampshire County Group In-
surance Trust voted 73-1 to
approve a 20% increase to in-
surance premiums, which will
be effective Oct. 1.

This cost of health insur-
ance has risen exponentially,
with medical claims, total-
ing $73,793,869, and a sharp
spike in medical claims be-
tween April and June of this
year, shooting up to $8.5
million. For pharmaceuti-
cal claims, the same spike is
viewed beginning in March,
and rising to $3 million, and

cash reserves have plummet-
ed from $20 million in July
of 2024 to a little less than $5
million in June, 2025.

The Selectboard held a
joint meeting with District 1
Prudential and District 2 Wa-
ter Committees on August 12,
where Executive Director Joe
Shea came to provide some
insight on the decision, as
well as to share how this has,
and will, greatly impact the
town moving forward.

“The only way to satisfy
those claims were to use the
cash reserves. After the May
and June rises, the cash com-
ing in would not cover the rest
of the year, so we had two
choices: to increase the rates,

or close the Trust,” said Shea.

With $600,000 per month
spent on weight loss drugs
alone, the Trust is hoping
that this 20% increase will
help get through the rest of
the insurance year, although
the costs to the towns within
Hampshire County will be
monumental.

Most GLP1s are injections
and need to be kept cold, mak-
ing them more expensive to
purchase, keep, and ship out
to buyers.

There has been over $9
million in claims in May
alone, and the amount of

Please see SELECTBOARD,
page 2

Error in pickleball court
grading raises ire of residents

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY - The
process of designing and creat-
ing a pickleball court is meant
to be done following specific
guidelines and precision mea-
surements.

But after the courts were
built, several members of the
pickleball community came to
the Selectboard to share their
dismay at finding the grading
of the court was constructed
incorrectly.

Because the courts need
this work done, without it
done, the possibility of inju-
ries, and therefore a liability on
the town, is much higher.

HAD WE KNOWN
THEY WANTED

A DIFFERENT
GRADE, WE
WOULD HAVE
DESIGNED
DIFFERENTLY,"

LISA WONG
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

The American  Sports
Builders Association, which is
endorsed by USA Pickleball,
the governing body of pickle-
ball, states that a new pickle-
ball court surface should slope
between 0.83% and 1%. How-
ever, the current court’s slope
i8 2.3%.

“The people in this room
have spent countless hours
and time raising thousands
for these courts, and in saying
all this, I hope you look at the
community aspect of this...
including the health and safe-
ty,” said avid pickleball player
Jeromie Whalen. “I think there

Please see PICKLEBALL,
page 2
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South Hadley Gives Out 400 Fans
to Help Folks Manage the Hea

The South Hadley Plan-
ning and Conservation De-
partment distributed 400 20”
box fans to residents of South
Hadley through a Municipal
Vulnerability = Preparedness
2.0 Grant from the State. Fans
were distributed at the Senior
Center, Neighbors Helping
Neighbors Food Pantry, and
the South Hadley Public Li-
brary to households most
at risk to the dangers of ex-
treme heat caused by climate
change. To learn more about
the impacts of climate change
and ways we are working
to make our environment,
infrastructure and human
experience more resilient
to these impacts, visit: Cli-
mate Change Resiliency &
Preparedness | South Had-
ley, MA - Official Website
A big thank you to Rocky’s
Ace Hardware for their sup-
port of this project!

Turley photo by Emily-Rose Pappas
Director of Planning, Anne Capra, handing out free fans at the
South Hadley Public Library.

PICKLEBALL from page 1

is a way we can come together
as a community and also see
how the Friends of Buttery
Brook and the town can come
together and see this as a prob-
lem.”

The project for Buttery
Brook Park to install the pick-
leball courts began several
years ago, and the town had
agreed to match the PARC
grant. Town Meeting passed
additional funds, and the Pick-
leball Committee worked on a
design with Berkshire Design.
However, a month ago, the
Friends group came forward
with the issue with the courts,
well after the courts had be-
come complete.

“Had we known they want-
ed a different grade, we would
have designed differently,”
said Town Administrator Lisa
Wong. “We’re now looking at
a project that is different from
what was designed and differ-
ent than what has been built.”

What many gathered ex-
pressed to be frustrating was
that $25,000 was already spent
on the design and planning of
the project, and the issue was
not caught by any party in the
initial planning phase.

Wong also admitted they
had spent the money on the
original design with the ex-
pectation they would receive
the money back. But after this
unexpected turn of events,
they have found this to be “not
good practice.”

“However,  community
members have petitioned to

withhold $91,000 in private-
ly-raised money towards ex-
penses already incurred, and
only use those funds for the
rebuild to bring the courts to
a slope of 1% maximum, an
issue that was not raised at the
time of design nor required for
recreational use,” said Wong
in her August 4 Weekly Wrap
Up, which was sent out on
Aug. 8.

During the previous Capi-
tal Planning Committee meet-
ing, it was recommended to
take a portion of, or all of, the
$98,000 grant money awarded
for stage, and move it to fix-
ing the courts, but Wong ex-
pressed her disapproval of the
idea, sharing she “doesn’t rec-
ommend using the performing
arts money for pickleball or
anything else.”

Capital Planning also
spoke of potentially using
only $24,000 of the $98,000
grant for the stage, but Wong
argued that using grant money
written out for a specific pur-
pose would be wrong.

They also ruled that this
case of the courts is not an
emergency situation, and can-
not have emergency funds
come from the town.

“The problem... is that
we are forgetting we just built
a beautiful park the public is
enjoying for under budget,’
said Wong. “Had we known
the court should have been or
wanted to be built under 1%
grade, we would have added
that into the design, so there’s
nothing nefarious there.”

Recently, the Buttery

Brook Park Pickleball group
received one of only two
grants awarded by USA Pick-
leball for $50,000, which can
be used towards the necessary
fixes.

Charles Miles came for-
ward during public comment
to share his position in the
pickleball court discussion,
sharing he watched Capital
Planning meeting, as well as
his concerns of how it will af-
fect the budget.

“We’re at a point where
we’ve got the money that we
got... and I’'m concerned if
the town decides to put this
money into the pickleball
courts and see a police offi-
cer or teacher get laid off, and
I do not believe that to be an
appropriate use of the funds.”

Kim Prough, President of
the Friends of Buttery Brook
Park, and a member of the
Pickleball Courts Advisory
group, came forward to share
plans to use the $6,000 the
group had raised independent-
ly for a shade structure, as
well as the $50,000 USA
Pickleball grant to make the
fixes.

After some deliberation
on behalf of the Selectboard
and weighing the options
carefully, as well as looking
at the dire situation the town
is in with an increasing defi-
cit to the millions, they made
the choice to authorize up to
$175,000 for the courts, sub-
ject to them receiving $91,000
and the $50,000 of raised and
grant funds. The vote was 3-1
in favor.

August 15, 2025

Kitchen crew creating smiles at
South Hadley Council on Aging

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - At
the South Hadley Coun-
cil-on-Aging, mealtimes are
more than a chance to eat—it’s
a daily tradition that blends
nourishment, connection, and
community spirit. Chef Dako-
ta Lyman, the Center’s Food
Service Coordinator, leads the
dedicated kitchen crew in pre-
paring fresh, comforting meals
for local seniors every week-
day.

“Each day, I create a spe-
cials menu for the café, which
usually includes homemade
soups and desserts to com-
plement our regular menu,’
Lyman said. “Based on the
daily and specialty menu, food
production starts very early in
the kitchen. We serve the con-
gregate lunch from Delaney’s
Market each weekday at 11:30
am. After lunch, we spend
time ensuring that the kitch-
en is kept sparkling clean and
ready for the next workday.”

Council on Aging Director
Julie Pearce explained that the
daily congregate meal is part
of a broader nutrition program.
“Our daily congregate meal is
provided through the nutrition

program at Access Care Part-
ners and catered by Delaney’s
Market. The meals are de-
signed to meet state dietary re-
quirements,” Pearce said. “Pa-
trons give feedback at every
meal with questions, concerns,
and suggestions, which are
relayed to the program. In ad-
dition to the congregate meal,
our kitchen creates meals to be
served at the Woodlawn Café.
The Café provides nutritious
items for purchase at a reason-
able price to help reduce food
insecurity amongst the old-
er population. We seek input
from patrons regarding their
desired food options, which
is combined with Chef Dako-
ta’s incredible ability to create
tasty meals.”

The kitchen runs smooth-
ly thanks to “amazing volun-
teers” and Food Service As-
sistant Brooke Danko. “All of
us work as a team to ensure
that we meet the needs of our
members every weekday,” Ly-
man said.

For Lyman, the role goes
beyond cooking—it’s about
fostering relationships. “We
have patrons who attend lunch
every single day. I can see the
benefit it provides for both their
nutritional needs as well as so-

cialization,” the chef said. “On
a daily basis, I get to connect
with members and not only
learn their food preferences but
also learn about their lives and
what is important to them. We
like to create a nurturing envi-
ronment where members feel
welcome and supported.”

Among the many popular
recipes, one holds a special
place. “I love to make the Hun-
garian Mushroom Soup, which
is a Council on Aging favorite
for both staff and patrons,” Ly-
man shared.

From specialty dinners
for veterans, older adults, and
LGBTQ+ members to balanc-
ing café service with the daily
congregate lunch, the work is
constant—but Lyman says the
stories, wisdom, and camara-
derie make it worthwhile.

“We are always on the
lookout for great volunteers to
help serve in the dining room,
at the café and help out in the
kitchen,” Lyman said. “I love
hearing the stories of the mem-
bers and getting to know them.
I am very hands-on and enjoy
working with this population
as they are very willing to
share their opinions and wis-
dom about the food and life in
general.”

SELECTBOARD from page 1

claims and expenses that have
come through just between
May and July, 2025, is mon-
umental.

South Hadley had a $1
million deficit in health insur-
ance already, which was voted
on at the May Town Meeting,
but the town is now looking
at another $1.2 million deficit
on top of it as a result of this
increase within such a short
amount of time. The town’s
cash reserves only have
around $5 million left after
the COVID-19 pandemic, and
will not be able to do much to
help.

“Given the amount of ad-
vocacy I've seen, I feel like
this isn’t sustaining more per-
manent change,” said Town
Administrator Lisa Wong. “I
feel like there are choices that
need to be made.”

“We’ve come to the point
where something’s gotta give,
and it’s giving,” said Shea.

“To reach $9 million was
shocking.”

Shea went on to explain
that although the cost of health
insurance has been steadily
increasing, with increases of
6%, 8%, 18% this past June,
and 20% now, effective in Oc-
tober.

Because the Trust has nev-
er had claims come in over
even $8 million, the nearly
$10 million increase across
three months alone is a very
concerning thought, and Shea
shared that this kind of rise
was completely unprecedent-
ed and not counted on hap-
pening.

“The concern has been
raised to the state, and they’re
aware of our situation and we
did request financial help, but
we have no idea if that is com-
ing,” said Shea.

In a letter to the state del-
egation, Wong wrote, “Right
now, Health Insurance rep-
resents about 8% of our total
operating budget, and with

the proposed increase, it will
increase to more than 12%
of that total. These increases
are straining our capacity to
pay for essential services, and
is jeopardizing our ability to
meet even baseline needs.”

Because cheaper plans
don’t usually mean better cov-
erage, these costs will greatly
impact the Districts, schools,
SHELD, and the rest of the
town that rely on this insur-
ance.

“I can’t imagine these
things happening without lay-
offs,” said Wong. “There’s a
lot of different variables, and
this is one of the most import-
ant conversations we can have,
and its certainly all-hands-on-
deck. There’s all these things
that are rapidly changing at a
pace we did not anticipate.”

You can find more infor-
mation on the town website,
as well as recording of the
meetings for the Trust, select-
board, and the Capital Plan-
ning committee.

Read the Town Reminder online at
www.townreminder.turley.com
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Krawczynski brothers receive The Larry and Lenore Closson Family Award

WILBRAHAM/HOLY-
OKE - Paul J Krawczynski
of Wilbraham and his brother
Richard M Krawczynski of
Holyoke received The Larry
and Lenore Closson Fami-
ly Award for their extended
participation in US Coast
Guard Auxiliary Programs
at the recent US Coast Guard
Auxiliary District Training
Conference on April 26.

Recently, Division 9
gathered to celebrate Rich-
ard Krawczynski’s 55 years
of active service to the US
Coast Guard Auxiliary.
For the Krawczynski fam-
ily, that’s just the tip of
the iceberg. Richard be-

came a member along with
his brother-in-law, A. Paul
Dexdrader on December 8,
1969. Slightly less than two
years later, they were joined
by Richard’s brother, Paul

Krawczynski (September 2,
1971). Following in fami-
ly tradition, the three were
joined by Richard’s son, An-
thony, in 1996, who served
for 10 years.

The brothers and broth-
er-in-law, all AUXOP Mem-
bers, served as Flotilla and
Division elected officers and
held staff appointments over
their entire careers, while si-
multaneously mentoring and
supporting those who fol-
lowed them.

Mr. Dexdrader crossed
the bar in 2004 with 34.4
years of service. A proud
WWII veteran, he was desig-
nated as a Master Instructor,
Vessel Examiner, Program
Visitor and Cox’n. He served
as FSO and SO-PV, FSO
and SO-PE, FSO-AN and
FSO-HR. Auxdata shows 20
Member Offices. He received

o

numerous awards including
the Auxiliary Achievement
Medal, an Auxiliary Com-
mendation Medal and two
Sustained Auxiliary Service
Awards.

Richard Krawczynski has
55.3 years of active partic-
ipation in Auxiliary activi-
ties. He has served in boat
crew, Program Visitation,
Vessel Examination, and as
an instructor. His 27 Mem-
ber Offices include service
as ADSO-VE, FSO and SO-
VE, FSO and SO-OP, FSO
and SO-PV and FSO-HR.
Richard’s awards include 11
Membership Service Awards,
3 CG Meritorious Team
Commendations, 2 Sustained
Auxiliary Service Awards
and an Auxiliary Operations
Service Ribbon.

Paul Kraczynski has 53.5
years as an active member.

i
)

Paul Krawczynski working on the installation of new repeater

antennae on top of Skinner House on Skinner Mountain.

b |

Richard Krawczynski working recently installing a new

Paul is active in telecommu-
nications, boat crew and as an
instructor. The 29 Member
Offices in his record include
Flotilla and Division ap-
pointments in CM, FN, MT,
OP and HR. Paul’s many
Awards include 10 Member-
ship Service Awards, 3 CG
Meritorious Team Commen-
dations and 5 Sustained Aux-
iliary Service Awards.
Auxdata shows just over
153 years of service for the
Kraczynski clan, so far.
From the records, which are
understandably incomplete,
one can see unusual levels of
exemplary effort, sustained
over lifetimes. What records
do not show is their value as
leaders, mentors and work-
ers. The Krawczynski’s lead
by example, always present,
reliable and ready to share
their talents and lend a hand.

repeater antennae up at Skinner Mountain in South Hadley/

Hadley, MA.
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Richard Krawczynski receiving his 55 year award plaque
last January at Ths Hunters Room at The Munich House in
Chicopee (Rich is on the left).
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Operation Backpack
seeking donations

SOUTH HADLEY/ GRANBY - Operation Backpack,
which has been providing backpacks full of school supplies
from grades Pre-K to 12 is in need of donations of school
supplies and backpacks to beat previous year’s numbers to
reach over 220 backpacks.

The program needs backpacks for grades Pre-K to 12
for boys and girls. Supplies needed include rulers, colored
pencils, crayons, yellow highlighters, scissors, pencil sharp-
eners, colored markers, subject dividers, 1” ring binders,
lined wide-ruled filler paper, calculators, zippered pen and
pencil holders, USB zip drives, black composition books,
1, 2, and 3 subject notebooks, and colored portfolio folders
with pockets.

You can find drop-off boxes at several locations around
South Hadley.

Drop-off boxes can be found at Berkshire Bank at 74
Lamb Street, St. Patrick’s Church at 30 Main Street, and
Neighbors Helping Neighbors at 30 Carew Street. More
include Newton Street Dental at 488 Newton Street, West-
field Bank at 32 Willimansett Street, or Adams’ house a 36
Chestnut Hill Road, and please call her ahead of time or for
pick-up at 413-536-5316.

“Remember, investing in our students now will lead to a
better future for all of us. Let this be my 12th year of doing
this, the greatest year ever,” said Adams.

You can contact Sheila Adams via her email, shopera-
tionbackpack @yahoo.com, or by calling her at 413-536-5316.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor )

Dear Rusty:

I'm 64 and my wife is
62. If my wife starts her
own benefit now, she will
get about $700 on her own
at 62. I will retire next year
and claim Social Securi-
ty when I am 65. SSA says
my wife can draw $1,100
under spousal benefits, so
if she claims now will they
give her spousal benefits of
81,100 or does she need to
wait until I claim at age 65
to get the $1,100?

Signed:
Trying to Understand

Dear Trying:

If your wife is now 62,
then her Full Retirement
Age for Social Security
purposes is age 67 and if
she claims any SS benefit
before reaching her FRA,
the amount will be reduced
for early claiming. If your
wife were to claim now
(before you), she would get
only her own SS retirement
amount (the $700 amount),
and that would be a reduc-
tion of about 30% from
what she would get if she
waited until her FRA to
claim.

Your wife cannot get
a “spousal boost” (an ad-
ditional amount as your
spouse) until you claim
your SS retirement benefit
(at age 65?). And her ben-
efit as your spouse at that
time will also be reduced
because she will not have
yet reached her FRA. If
your wife is already col-
lecting her own SS retire-
ment benefit when you later
claim, she will be given her
“spousal boost” to make her
benefit equal what she is en-
titled to as your spouse. But
her total monthly benefit
as your spouse will also be
reduced because it will be
awarded before her FRA.
The only way your wife can
get her full spousal benefit
from you is to wait until she
is 67 to claim Social Securi-
ty. If she claims any earlier,
her monthly amount will be
permanently reduced.

FYL, if you plan to claim
at age 65, you should also
be aware that your full re-
tirement age (FRA) is also
age 67 and claiming at
age 65 will mean that you
will get about 87% of the
amount you would get if
you waited until age 67 to

Can my wife get her f:JII
spousal benefit at 62 or
must she wait?

claim. Again, these reduc-
tions are permanent, except
for normal Cost of Living
Adjustments awarded an-
nually thereafter.

Having said all of that,
deciding when each of you
should claim your Social
Security benefit is a mat-
ter of financial need, while
also considering your life
expectancy. If your life ex-
pectancy is short and/or you
need the money, then claim-
ing early is likely the right
decision. But if your life
expectancy is longer and
you don’t urgently need the
money, then you might both
consider waiting longer
to claim a higher monthly
amount and get more in cu-
mulative lifetime benefits.

Finally, please remem-
ber that whenever SS is
claimed before full retire-
ment age, Social Security
has an annual earnings test
which limits how much can
be earned by working while
collecting early SS benefits.
The earnings limit for 2025
is $23,400 and, if that is ex-
ceeded, SS will take back $1
in benefits for every $2 over
the limit (they take back by
withholding future SS pay-
ments). FYI, the earnings
limit for those who claim
SS early changes (increases
a bit) yearly and goes away
entirely once full retirement
age is reached. So, if either
or both of you are working,
you should evaluate wheth-
er claiming your Social Se-
curity benefit early (before
your respective FRA) is a
prudent choice.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security As-
sociation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

This summer try freezing the harvest

reezing fruits and
vegetables  is
an easy way

to preserve the
harvest. ~ More
nutrients are re-
tained by this
method of food
preservation than
any other, and the
color, flavor and
texture are as close
to fresh as you can get.

Freezing works by curb-
ing the growth of organisms
that cause food to spoil. The
key to longevity is to use
packaging that will keep out
air and moisture. Thick plas-
tic freezer bags, tight-fitting
plastic containers (square
make better use of freezer
space than round), or boil-
able bags that are made for
vacuum sealers are all great
options for that purpose.

Fresh berries are easily
frozen whole. I’ve been doing
my share of that lately. Any
blackberries we don’t eat
get popped on an aluminum
pie tin to freeze, once frozen
they are moved into freezer
containers where I can easily
take out just what I need.

Many people also freeze
tomatoes whole, figuring that
it’s too hot to make sauce
now, but it won’t be in a cou-
ple of months. Thawing fro-
zen whole tomatoes makes
for easy skin removal.

Vegetables such as peas,
yellow and green beans,
broccoli and more are all eas-
ily frozen once you know the
method.

Here is how you do it:
Grab a pot from your cup-
board to blanch your produce
— this part of the process will
help to retain the desirable
characteristics that I men-
tioned above. You can blanch
by steaming or boiling.

Reportedly, steaming is

Ny, .

superior for nutrient preser-
vation.
While you wash and chop

your veggies to bite-size
pieces, bring a few inches of
water to a boil in a covered
pot equipped with a steam-
er basket. When the water
begins to boil hard insert a
single layer of veggies into
the basket and replace the lid
(this part is critical). Blanch
for 3-6 minutes, depending
on thickness, for broccoli and
4 minutes for green or yellow
beans.

Don’t have a steamer pot?
Try boil blanching instead.
Bring a pot of water to a rapid
boil then carefully immerse
your vegetables to avoid
spattering. When the water
returns to a boil begin timing.

Broccoli will take 2-3
minutes using this method;
beans need 3.

Once blanching is com-
plete, you must cool down
the produce as quickly as
possible to stop the cooking
process from going any fur-
ther. This is accomplished by
plunging the food into a wait-
ing bath of ice water.

I remember reading some-
where that it should stay in
the bath for about as long
as it took to blanch it. Once
cooling is complete, drain the
veggies and allow them to
air-dry on a clean towel.

This next step is a must
if you are freezing in big

bags rather than exact din-
ner-sized portions: Line a
cookie sheet with freez-
er or waxed paper.
Arrange your dry
produce in a single
layer and pre-
freeze for an hour
or two, then fill
your bag.

This way you will be
able to grab exactly what

you need when making a
meal- pieces won’t be frozen
together in a big block.

Vacuum packers are great
for freezing dinner-sized por-
tions. Simply pack the bags
with your blanched, air-dried
veggies and seal. Without
one you can do a good job of
removing air from your freez-
er bags by simply squeezing
out as you can manually then
inserting a straw into an un-
sealed corner and inhaling to
draw out what remains.

The kids will find this part
of the preservation process to
be a lot of fun! Be sure to la-
bel the contents with the date
— most produce will keep for
at least a year at zero degrees.

For a more detailed look
at freezing and other types
of food preservation consult
these great books by Storey
Publishing: “The Beginner’s
Guide to Preserving Food at
Home” by Janet Chadwick
and “The Big Book of Pre-
serving the Harvest” by Carol
W. Costenbader.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 32 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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Cedar waxwing

y daughter, Paula
and family enjoy
watching a large

flock of cedar waxwings by
the bridge near Hardwick
Pizza in Gilbertville. They
also watch “tons” of bats
leave the chimney of the
old senior center each night
at dusk. Some nights there
must be about 50 of them.
They fly out and then make
big circles around the build-
ing while screeching. They
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do a great job of controlling
the mosquitoes population.

The cedar waxwing is
one of the few North Amer-
ican birds that specialize in
eating fruit.

It can survive on fruit
alone for several months. It
is a silky smooth songbird
with a black mask, tan head
and breast, yellow belly and
grayish brown under parts.
The tail has a yellow band
at the tip and some wing
feathers have waxy red tips,
hence the name waxwing.

Adults perch on high,
exposed perches where they
are easily seen and heard.
They also have a promi-

nent crest. During courtship
males and females pass a
small fruit or other item
back and forth. The cedar
waxwing is medium sized
and sleek. Their crest often
lies flat and droops over the
back of the head. Waxwings
are social birds and often
seen in flocks year round.
They sit in fruiting trees
swallowing berries whole or
pluck them I mid-air with a
brief fluttering hover. They
also course over water for
insects, “flying like slightly,
clumsy swallows.”

It takes the female about
five to six days to build a
nest. They occasionally take

nesting materials from other
birds nests.
Helping birds

A reader from South Had-
ley suggested I include a sec-
tion about ways to help birds.
She even provided several
tips for future columns. In hot
weather and during dry peri-
ods, it is important for birds
to have a clean, cool source
of water. Even something as
simple as putting out a bird
bath and water dishes and
keeping the water clean and
cool during the summer heat
will help birds.

Many people don’t realize
that birds get dehydrated and
the bird baths help them keep
cool but equally important,
maintain the health of their
feathers. A bird bath doesn’t
have to be fancy, even an old
ceramic serving dish would
work as long as the water isn’t
too deep. One reader, who
sends emails quite frequently
has a more elaborate system
with a dripping water.

South Hadley birds
A South Hadley resident

emailed she hears an owl in
her neighborhood, but has
never seen it. She reported
seeing red tailed hawks and
turkey vultures. When she
sees road kill, she moves it to
a safe spot away from traffic
so that vultures don’t get hit
by cars.

Great blue heron
at McDonald’s

Saturday night my daugh-
ter, Paula, took the girls to the
McDonald’s in Ware just as it
was getting dark. A great blue
heron flew into the parking lot
from the river across the street
and tried to unsuccessfully
land on top of a lamp post.
When it couldn’t, it flew just a
few feet over their heads into
the swamp in the back of the
parking lot.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com or
edowner @turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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South Hadley Overdose
Awareness Memorial
on August 26th at

Beachgrounds Park

SOUTH HADLEY— On
August 26th South Hadley’s
Public Health Department
and community partners will
hold a memorial in recogni-
tion of International Over-
dose Awareness Day (August
31). The first International
Overdose Awareness Day
event was held as a small
community event in Mel-
bourne, Australia in 2001 to
remember friends who died
from an overdose. It has
since evolved into a glob-
al day of remembrance and
action focused on offering
support to grieving friends,
families, and neighbors and
inviting community mem-
bers to learn about overdose
prevention. This year, South
Hadley joins municipali-
ties throughout Hampshire
County and across the state
and country to honor the
lives of individuals who have
died from an overdose. All
are welcome to attend the
memorial event on Tuesday,
August 26 from 5:30 to 7
p-m. at Beachgrounds Park,
137 Main Street, South Had-
ley.

The memorial will be
centered around the dedica-
tion of a new memorial tree.
The tree has been generously
donated and planted by vol-
unteer members of the South

Hadley Tree Committee.
Supplies will be provided for
attendees to create memorial
stones in honor of those who
have passed. Representatives
from Hampshire HOPE,
Northampton’s Division of
Health and Human Services
Drug Addiction Recovery
Team, and Tapestry Health
will be present with infor-
mation about resources for
those who have lost someone
to an overdose, want to help
prevent future overdoses, or
are seeking support services
for themselves or someone
in their life.

Nationally, 80,391
Americans died from a sub-
stance-related overdose in
2024. Massachusetts com-
munities also experience
significant impact from
substance-related fatalities.
3,692 Bay State residents
died from a substance-relat-
ed overdose from July 2023
to June 2024. Eight of these
overdose deaths occurred in
South Hadley.

All community mem-
bers are invited to gather in
Beachgrounds Park on Au-
gust 26 to honor the family,
friends, and neighbors who
have passed, find support
among community, and learn
how to help prevent future
overdose deaths.

LIBRARY from page 1

Many libraries across
the region have Libraries
of Things, including South
Hadley, and each one is as
unique and different as the
library they come from.
Massachusetts residents can
get a library card in order

to check out these amazing
items for you to go on a “li-
brary road trip” to neighbor-
ing towns to see what they
have to share.

“Our community is very
lucky to have such wonder-
ful libraries surrounding us
that have great resources to
offer. Get out there and visit
them,” said Crosby.

Submitted photo

More items to choose from at the back of the room near the

magazines.

Property Maintenance & Improvements

Excavation ¢ Underground Utilities
Water e Sewer e Septic ® Drainage
Grading e Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 * Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley

* ASK ABOUT CATERING
LT

Comfort Food
& Ice Cream

Come Jn!
BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNERS

LR

Soups - Salads - Burgers - Dogs - Desserts
Sandwiches - Breakfast All Day - Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

ENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES 2 Bowers St., Holyoke

at the Historic Richardson Station
USE DOORDASH * TAM-7PM DAILY +
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Redevelopment Authority
Donates New Bench to
Fred M. Smith Park

Page 5

Fall Book Sale coming
to Granby Library

of

SOUTH HADLEY - The
South Hadley Redevelop-
ment Authority donated a
new 5’ long bench to the
Fred M. Smith Park, located
next door to the Old Fire-
house Museum at the cor-
ner of Main and North Main
Streets.

A big thank you to Rede-
velopment Authority mem-

ber David Isakson for as-
sembling the bench and the
South Hadley Department of
Public Works for installing it.
The bench is located in front
of the memorial garden and
plaque honoring Frank De-
Toma, a founding member of
the Redevelopment Authori-
ty and much loved longtime
resident of the community.

S
Submitted photo
The bench fits in perfectly with its beautiful surroundings.

Find new-to-you
books, magazines,
and more

GRANBY - Book lov-
ers! Bargain Hunters! The
Friends of the Granby Free
Public Library will host
their annual Month-Long
Fall Book Sale during
September in the Commu-
nity Room of the Library.
You will be able to choose
from a large assortment of
used and like-new hard-
cover, softcover, paper-
back books, teen books and
children’s books, along
with a selection of CDs,
DVDs, video games and
audiobooks. The sale will
run during regular library
hours from September 2
through 30.

The Library is now

accepting  donations
hardcover —and  paper-
back books, DVDs, mu-
sic CDs, playable video
games, and audiobooks in
good condition acceptable
for resale. The Library does
not accept donations of:
Textbooks, encyclopedias,
Reader’s Digest books,
or books with smoke, mold,
mildew, or water damage.
Donations are accepted at
the Library during open
hours. Please do not leave
donated books outside the
library or in our book re-
turn. Donations accepted
until August 28. Thank you
for your support!

The Granby Free Public
Library is located at 297
E State St, Granby, MA
01033. Visit granbylibrary.
org for hours and more in-
formation.

SOUTH HADLEY
— Join the Friends of the
Gaylord Memorial library
in celebrating the open-
ing of Wine Down Season
on Friday September 12,
2025 from 5;30 to 7 p.m.
We are celebrating back to
school with a special guest,
Sheila Adams, from Opera-
tion Backpack. The library
is a door off spot for needed
school items including: Zip

Gaylord Memorial Library
to host annual Wine Down

drives, binders (1, 1.5 or 3
inch) 1 subject notebooks,
glue sticks, post it notes, yel-
low highlighters, calculators,
and backpacks...Sheila says
if you can’t got shopping con-
sider donating cash/check.
Come meet Sheila Friday
September 12. There is a
$10 entry fee for this event.
We are at 47 College Street,
join us for food, libations,
and friendship.

South Hadley Council on

Summer Breakfast

Friday, August 15, 8:30 a.m.

The Gentleman’s Break-
fast is on summer break, but
breakfast is still served! Join
us for a delicious $3 meal
- open to everyone. Bring a
friend!

Lunch & Movie: Pirates of
the Caribbean
Wednesday, August 20,
11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Enjoy a Caribbean-in-
spired lunch by Chef Dako-
ta followed by a screening
aof Pirates of the Caribbean:
The Curse of the Black Pearl.
Join Captain Jack Sparrow
for action, laughs and pirate
mischief in this fun food-and-
film event! Tickets are $8 at
the Welcome Desk.

Navajo Code Talkers Pre-
sentation
Thursday, August 21, 1:30 p.m.

In 1946, a Japanese news-
paper stated: “If the Japanese
Imperial Intelligence Team
could have decoded the Na-
vajo messages...the history
of the Pacific War might have

turned out completely differ-
ent.”” What made the Code of
the Navajo so unbreakable?
The incredible story of the
Navajo Code Talkers present-
ed by Dr. Ed Maxwell, lin-
guist and student of the Nava-
jo language.
Ice Cream Truck Birthday
Party
Friday, August 22, 1:30 p.m.
We’re celebrating August
birthdays and anniversaries
with free ice cream from the
Batch Ice Cream truck and
open mic entertainment! Ev-
eryone is welcome, whether
you’re celebrating or not. Au-
gust Birthday or anniversary?
Enter our drawing! Join us on
the patio for the fun, spon-
sored by the Friends of the
South Hadley Seniors. Open
to all ages. Don’t miss it!
Sounds, Sights & Stories of
Hawaii with Aloha Spirit
Tuesday, August 26, 3 p.m.
Join us on a virtual voy-
age to the Hawaiian Islands
and enjoy sounds, sights and
stories of the Island’ continu-

Aging announces events

ing volcanic creation, its peo-
ples, their history, and culture.
Learn about the unique origin
and sweet melodies of ki’hoa-
lu - slack key - guitar music
played with Aloha, born on
the cattle ranches of the Big
Island, Island-born Ash Hart-
well, accompanied by Rob
Lak, will play in ki’hoalu
style, including a song com-
posed by the law Hawaiian
Monarch, Queen Liliuokalani.
Summer Concert Series:
Polka Party with Eddie
Forman Orchestra
Wednesday, August 27,
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Join the South Hadley
Travel Club for a lively mu-
sical journey to Poland! En-
joy a delicious Polish lunch
and dance to the sounds of
the Eddie Forman Orchestra.
Tickets are $8 per person and
include lunch, live music, and
fun surprises. Get your tickets
at the Welcome Desk. Don’t
miss this festive event!
Medicare Supplement
Plans or medicare

Advantage Plans?
Which Coverage
is Best for Me?
Thursday, August 28,
1:30 p.m.

Whether you’re enrolling
for the first time or reviewing
your current plan, it’s import-
ant to understand your op-
tions. This session will cover
Original Medicare, Medicare
Supplement vs. Advantage
plans, prescription coverage,
and provide real-life exam-
ples to help you choose the
plan that best fits your needs.
No specific plan details - just
clear, helpful guidance.

Board & brush: Make
and Take Workshop

Friday, August 29, 1 p.m.

Join us for a summer-in-
spired crafting workshop!
Select one of four pedestal
or tray designs, customize
it with your choice of stain,
and use a stencil to paint your
masterpiece - with hands-on
guidance from the creative
team at Board & Brush. All
supplies included.

Buttery Brook Park lists cruise night, music and more

SOUTH HADLEY - But-
tery Brook Park has plenty
going on still, so make sure
to have your lawn chair for
Cruise Night, your paddle for
pickleball, your bathing suit
for the spray park, and your

reusable bag for the farmer’s
market ready.

Friday, August 15 - Cruise
Night and Live Music, featur-
ing BluGroove, from 5 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. on the front pavilion.

Wednesday, August 20 -

Farmer’s Market, from 2 to 6 p.m.
Friday, August 22 - Cruise
Night and Live Music featur-
ing Acousticca, from 5 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. in the front pa-
vilion.
Pickleball Courts — Dai-

ly Open Play on Monday to
Sunday, from 8:30 a.m. to
11 a.m. / Weeknight Open
Play on Monday to Friday,
from 4:30 to 10 p.m.

Spray Park - Open Daily,
from10:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIB

233
b
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS.......... > 2182
$2g4

USDA ISP FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS..
USDA INSP. 3499
b

TURKEY BREAST. .o
$444
b

USDA INSP.
GREAT ON THE GRILL

SWISS CHEESE........communnn
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS

FRESH BON

CuT
FREE

SALE DATES:

BEEF BACK RIBS.......... P @ 03

USDA INSP.
BEEF STRIPLOIN

SY9

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$G57
SDA

U INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN

CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED 33 69 GROUND BEEF £ 90 Meat Outlet 9osﬁ¥3]<;1?3d8t-
CHIGKEN THIGHS ... 1o $39 ékg HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
USDA INSP. b~ |[Thurs.8-6¢Fri.8-6 ¢ Sat.8:3 www.90meat.com

8/14/25-8/20/25

éf PRICES IN R

=< __ARE AT OR BEL
S ST LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SKIRT STEAK.............. > @88
USDA INSP. FRESH
17§

Vso

ELESS

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS 10 15 86 o

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 1015 6. > 2 22

USDA INSP. DIMITRIA DELIGHTS

STICKY BUNS
W/NUTS OR NO NUTS 15 07 e

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN HEAD ON

RAW SHRIMP SHELL ON
15120 0T 1516 846 oo 2O 2

WHOLE
OR HALF

519

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

BUY DIRECT FOR == SAVINGS * SELECTION « SERVICE




Page 6

[i'j sports@turley.com

SPORTS

TOWN Reminder

&4 @turleysports

ﬂ acebook.com/turleysports

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

Hayden team falls in

quarterfinals

Milah Perez heads into the paint for a layup

attempt.

Reese Sherman looks for a lane to drive to the
hoop.

Scarlet Aviaciano gets the shot off.

Turley photos by David Henry

www.sweetdogphotos.com
Kiera Pecia shoots from the free
throw line.

WILBRAHAM - Last Tues-
day evening, a South Hadley 7-8
girls basketball team, sponsored by
Hayden Corporation, was defeated
by Belchertown in the Spec Pond
Summer Basketball League play-
offs. Hayden lost a narrow matchup
24-23 to the Belchertown Orioles.
Hayden went 6-4 in the regular
season before the playoff loss.

August 15, 2025

www.sports.turley.com

VolleyHall hosts
Grass Open

HOLYOKE - Holyoke,
aka Volleyball City, is the
birthplace of volleyball and
home to the Internation-
al Volleyball Hall of Fame.
Last weekend, the hall cel-
ebrated the heritage with a
fun filled event for players
of all ages and skill lev-
els competing for bragging
rights and amazing prizes.
The IVHF Volleyball City
hosted the Grass Open last
weekend Aug. 9 and 10, at
the scenic Wyckoff Country
Club in Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts. Different divisions
each day — Whether it was
a seasoned competitor or
new to the game, there was
a division for you, from elite
Open-level competition to
fun recreational play. Junior
players were also encouraged

to participate, and teams can
include both youth and adults.
Spectators were welcomed to
attend for free and enjoy the
full tournament atmosphere,
including  Center  Court
matches with music. On Sat-
urday, August 9, the event
featured men’s and women’s
triples in Open (cash prize),
BB, and Legends divisions.
Sunday, August 10, highlight-
ed juniors (16U and 18U) and
reverse co-ed doubles for both
Open (cash prize) and BB
players. All participants re-
ceived free parking and passes
to visit the International Vol-
leyball Hall of Fame Museum.
Adding to the fun, was live
music both days presented by
Wyckoff Country Club. Food,
drinks, and prizes will round-
ed out this festive weekend.

HCC releases schedules for
men’s, women’s soccer

HOLYOKE - The Holy-
oke Community College
Cougars will have men’s
and women’s soccer teams
once again this fall. The
Cougars men’s soccer team
is scheduled to get their sea-
son kicked off on Saturday,
Sept. 6 against Hudson Valley
Community College at home.

Their first road game
is on Thursday, Sept. 11
against STCC. Their sched-
ule includes matchups with
New Hampshire Tech, Bris-
tol, Northern Essex, Mass
Bay, Community College of
Rhode Island, Bunker Hill,
Massasoit, Roxbury, and
Quinsigamond.

HCC’s first matchup with
STCC will be a non-region,
but a second matchup in Oc-
tober will count.

The Women’s Soccer team
will hold the Cougar Classic,
hosting a few teams at HCC.

On Saturday, the Cougars will
face off with the Fashion In-
stitute of Technology on Sat-
urday, Aug. 30 and then face
Central Maine Community
College on Sunday, Aug. 31
at 1:30 p.m.

From there, the regular
season opener will take place
against Hudson Valley ahead
of the men’s game. The wom-
en will start the day at 1:30
p.m.

HCC’s road schedule
starts on Wednesday, Sept. 10
at Bristol Community Col-
lege. The women’s scheduled
features several opponents
that HCC will meet twice,
including Quinsigamond,
Bunker Hill, Roxbury, and
Massasoit.

The regional playoffs be-
gin around Oct. 30.

For more information, go
to www.hcccougars.com

West Side Sports Shop wins Women’s PVSSL Championship

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Back in the
middle of July, Olivia Crespo
and her New England Mutiny
teammates lost in the United
Women’s Soccer League fi-
nals for the second year in a
Tow.

On Friday, Aug. 2, Crespo
guided the third-seeded West-
side Sport Shop to a 5-0 shut-
out victory over top-seeded
Here for Beer in the women’s
finals of the Pioneer Valley
Summer Soccer League at
Lusitano Stadium in Ludlow.

“It was a little bit frustrat-
ing coming up a little bit short
in the National Finals once
again this year,” said Crespo,
who graduated from Ludlow
High School. “I had a lot of
confidence coming into to-
night’s championship match
and I knew that we would be
able to do it.”

Crespo, who scored four
goals and had an assist against
Here for Beer, was selected
as the M.V.P. following the
match.

“My teammates deserve
a lot of credit,” Crespo said.
“They helped set up my goals.
I wouldn’t have been able to
do it without them.”

Last fall, Crespo was a
member of the women’s soc-
cer team at Franklin Pierce
University, which captured

Turley photos by David Henry www.
sweetdogphotos.com

West Side Sports Shop won

the Women'’s Title this year

in the Pioneer Valley Summer

Soccer League.

the NE 10 conference cham-
pionship title. Her college
soccer team played in the
NCAA Division 2 Final Four.

“It was a really special
season,” she said. “We’re
looking forward to having
another successful season this
fall.

Westside Sport Shop (9-2-
1) won the championship title

Kenzie Pastreck of
Wilbraham minds
the goal for.Here
for Beer.

for the third time since Cres-
po has been a member of the
team. They beat sixth-seeded
Heat, 2-1 in overtime in the
quarterfinals before squeak-
ing out a 3-2 win over the
second seeded Monson Mus-
tangs in the semifinals.

Here For Beer, who de-
feated Westside Sport Shop in
last year’s finals, won the reg-
ular season match-up between
the two squads. They entered
the 2025 playoffs with an 11-
1-0 record and earned a quar-
terfinal bye. They advanced
into the finals after defeating
the fourth-seeded Lusitano

Women,2-1, in the semifinals.

“Westside is a very good
team this year,” said Here
for Beer player/coach Cassie
Ashwell “If we were going to
lose to anyone, I'm okay los-
ing to them.”

Longtime  Minnechaug
Regional girls’ varsity soc-
cer coach Nundi Goncalves
attended the championship
match. Several of his former
players were playing on both
sides.

The former Lady Falcons
players wearing Westside
uniforms were Emily How-
ard, Rhiann Ryan, Claire
Poindexter, Gaby Williams,
Lylah Jeannotte, and Chapin
Jeannotte.

The Jeannotte sisters
weren’t teammates when they
were in high school.

“We missed playing on
the same soccer team at Min-
nechaug by only one year, but
we’ve been playing togeth-
er on this team for the past
couple of years, which has
been a lot of fun,” said Lylah
Jeannotte, who was a starting
defender. “It feels awesome
winning a championship to-
gether.”

Here For Beer goalie Ken-
zie Pastreck also played soc-
cer at Minnechaug Regional.

The other players listed

Please see

CHAMPIONSHIP, page 7
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on the Westside roster from
the Turley Publications cov-
erage area are Reese Carey
(South Hadley), Gabriella Fi-
ahlo, Sydney Mercier (South
Hadley), and Maya Tellier
(Belchertown).

Here For Beer also had
several players from the Tur-
ley Publications coverage
area. They are Macie Bolton
(Belchertown), Taryn Car-
riveau (Chicopee), Katie
Gilhooly (Chicopee), Gwen
Duggan (Palmer), and Lauren
Marjanski (South Hadley),
who didn’t play in the finals.

Westside  Sport  Shop
scored a pair of goals during
the first ten minutes of the
match.

Crespo, who’s entering
her senior season at Franklin
Pierce, gave her team a 1-0
lead in the fourth minute after

Makenzie Shean, a recent Agawam
graduate, winds up for a shot.

Rachel McKenna of Granby heads up the field.

the ball.

firing a low shot into the back
of the net.

A couple of minutes later,
Crespo delivered a crossing
pass from the right side of
the box to Natalie Matz, who
poked a shot into the net past
Pastreck.

Westside had several shots
on goal during the final 30
minutes of the first half, but
the score was still 2-0 at the
break.

Crespo scored three more
goals during the second half.

Crespo’s first goal af-
ter halftime was unassist-
ed, while Matz and Julianna
Beaulieu were given the as-
sists on her final two goals.

Sara Avery, who was
Westside’s starting goalie,
and Chloe Laizer, who also
played for the Mutiny, com-
bined to post the shutout.

traffic.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
West Side’s Emily Howard, of Wilbraham, navigates through

Cassie Ashwell, of Agawam, looks to clear the

ball.

Sara Avery, of South Hadley, corrals

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured
TN C 534-1002

Page 7

Gwen Duggan,
of Palmer,
looks to pass.

Lylah Jeannotte, of Wilbraham gets a quick
touch on the ball.

ERVICE DIRECTOR

To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC .
All Types Of Electrical Work. .
Fully Insured. .

All Work Fully Guaranteed .
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A :
533-8867

SUPPORT)
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ocal newspapers play vital roles

in communities across the globe.

The Information Age has changed
the way many people get their news, but
local newspapers continue to serve as
valuable resources for readers interested
in learning more about and becoming
more involved in their communities.

While local publishers continue to
adapt to the changes brought about by
technology, the following are a handful
of benefits unique to local newspapers.

« Local newspapers keep readers
up-to-date on their own commu-
nities. Globalization may be here to
stay, but that does not mean local
communities are no longer home to
newsworthy events. National and in-
ternational newspapers and 24-hour
cable news channels can keep men
and women up-to-date on national
and world news, but in many instanc-
es, local newspapers are the only
means people have to learn about
what’s going on in their own commu-
nities. Local politics impact residents’
lives every day, and local newspapers
cover local politics extensively.

« Local newspapers benefit nearby
businesses. Small business own-

ers often connect with community
members via local newspapers. A
strong, locally based small business
community can improve economies
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the
community and contributing tax
dollars that can be used to strength-
en local schools and infrastructure.
And local newspapers do their part
by providing affordable and effective
advertising space to local business
owners looking to connect with their
communities.

e Local newspapers can strengthen
communities. Local newspapers are
great resources for residents who
want to become more active in their
communities and learn more about
community events. Local newspapers
often showcase community events
like carnivals, local theater produc-
tions and projects like park cleanups.
These are great ways for readers to
become more active in their commu-
nities and build stronger communi-
ties as a result.

o Local newspapers can benefit chil-
dren. National newspapers may have

little age-appropriate content to offer
young children, but local newspa-
pers tend to include more soft news
items than national periodicals, and
such stories typically are appropri-
ate for young readers. According to
Newspapers in Education, students
who participated in an NIE group

The benetits of local newspapers

than nonreaders. Additional studies
have indicated that students who use
newspapers in the classroom perform
better on standardized reading tests
than those who do not use newspa-
pers in class.

Many local newspapers have played

vital roles in their communities for
decades, providing a go-to resource for
local readers and business owners.

in Florida performed significantly
better in spelling and vocabulary

413.283.8393 -

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal
Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel « The Holyoke Sun
Town Reminder « Ware River News « The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

www.newspapers.turley.com

Turley%

Publications, Inc.
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FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality
& volumes guaranteed!! New
England Forest Products (413)477-
0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery.
413-267-3827.

TAG SALE

MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE. Aug. 15-
16-17, 8:30am-5pm. 25 Shore Drive,
Wales. Households, appliances, collect-
ibles & more.

TAG SALE: AUG. 16TH, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
162 Breckenridge St., Palmer.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2***xx*xx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

“Walker

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman'’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

41 @

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

OR

ABLE

CARS

NG

FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-283-
7087.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is
looking for mature, responsible adults with
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a PART-TIME OUTREACH COORDI-
NATOR for the Senior Center. Please sub-
mit a resume with a letter of interest to the
Selectmen’s Office, 215 Main St.,
North Brookfield, MA 01535; or by
email to selectmen@northbrookfield.
net.

Town of Blandford
Town of Blandford is hiring a
PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18-$20/hr, based
on experience. Communication, customer
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard Q VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash (1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
‘SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING
AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks
highly qualified applicants for the position
of Executive Director. Responsibilities
include the administration of 69 Chapter
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter
705 Family housing units. The Executive
Director reports to a five-member Board of
Commissioners. Work schedule shall be
a minimum of 22 hours per week during
normal business hours, flexible as needed.
The estimated salary range $46,177.00
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’

Executive Director Salary Schedule.

The ideal candidate must have two years’
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely
related field. Knowledge of the principles
and practices of housing management,
finances and maintenance systems in
public or private housing. Excellent written
and verbal communication skills required.
Willingness to work with people of various
socio-economic  backgrounds. Must be
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a
property manager or similar classification
by a nationally recognized housing or real
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD.
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up
to one year of experience. Applications will
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025.
Please submit cover letter, resume and
contact information for 3 reverences to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Ex-
ecutive Director Search Commit-
tee, Wilbraham Housing Authority,
88 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA
01095. Contact: Peter Manolakis
(413) 519-8195

Wilbraham Housing Authority is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

Town of Blandford

is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
TREASURER/COLLECTOR.
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour.

Please visit our website for full job

description.
Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
EMERGENCY DISPATCHER
PT & FT
FIREFIGHTER/EMT
POLICE OFFICER

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill
several FIRST RESPONDER positions.
For application and more information
please visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Review of applications begins
immediately. Open until filled. EOE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Subscribe Todawy!

Turley?)
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CRUISE NIGHT from page 1

and Treasurer of the Friends
of Buttery Brook Park, has
been the chair since 2012, or-
chestrating and planning out
the car shows with a dedicat-
ed group of volunteers.

“I’m a car guy, and I love
the cars, and this year, we’ve
done something different in
that we’re also doing live en-
tertainment during the Cruise
Nights, so its really a sum-
mer concert series and Cruise
Night,” said Lachowetz.

Last year, the Cruise
Nights featured live entertain-
ment for a couple of nights,
and they were great hits,
bringing in many people to
the show, and to sit and enjoy
the music.

“They were so success-
ful that we went further, but
with the park renovation, we
ran into some difficulties, and
next year, we will schedule
every Friday night, and we
are planning on expanding
the schedule by maybe two or
three weeks,” said Lachowetz.

Through the generous do-
nations from the community
every week in the donation
bucket, the 50/50 raffle, and
the food sales, the Friends
have been able to keep up this
tradition and host more live
music this year, every Friday.

“It’s really great, because
the Friends of Buttery Brook
Park is a 501c3, and our focus
is to make the park better, and
hosting fundraisers to add in
things like the Cruise Nights,
Disc Golf Course, and Pick-
leball Courts, and I really en-
joy seeing people enjoy the
park. It’s a real hidden gem in

TOWN Reminder

Submitted photos

Dan Gohara with his luxury 1956 Ford Continental Mark II.

town,” said Lachowetz.

At every Cruise Night,
they give away four awards,
pick the top four cars that
week and take a picture, and
post them on Facebook to
celebrate the winners for the
week.

“It’s more of a meet-and-
greet, and we tell the judges
to just go out there and look
for cars that the owners have,
in many cases, poured their
heart and souls into. On any
particular night, we can have
cars from the 1930s to the
newer stuff,” said Lachowetz.

The kids always love the
Cruise Nights, and are able to
match up their little Match-
box toy cars with the big, real
ones on the field.

“We tell people to come
and share their car, and that
if they love their car, others
will, too,” said Lachowetz.
“These people who love their
cars love to talk about them,
and there’s a history and a
story with all of them.”

The Friends host all sorts
of events other than the

Deb and Dave Tellier with their beautiful red 1961Thunderbird.

» OpiNionN

Cruise Nights, including San-
ta’s Land, which has been go-
ing on for more than 40 years,
people coming with their
grandchildren, remembering
their time here as a child.

“That’s the thing with all
of our events- we go out there
and we have fun, and we raise
money for charities, and in
this case the park, and its all
run by volunteers, about 10
to 11 on a rotating basis, and
we couldn’t make it happen
without them. We raise this
money to go right back into
the park,” said Lachowetz.

While the Cruise Nights
are running to the end of the
season, there are about four
nights left, and the Commit-
tee is looking to start in May
next season for the daylight
hours, and run till the Friday
after Labor Day to have more
time, and more Friday night
Cruise Nights.

This Friday, catch the
Blue Grooves, then Acoustic-
ca, Moose and the High Tops,
and lastly, Ray Guillemette’s
King Country show.

Submitted photos

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF HYBRID
PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning Board will hold
a hybrid public hearing on Mon-
day, August 25, 2025 at 6:30
p-m. to consider an application
for Site Plan Review filed by
Melanie Lorenz; 478 Ambherst
Road, South Hadley MA; for a
mobile food establishment with
associated site improvements at
0 Amherst Road, Map 58 Par-
cel 132, pursuant to the Zoning
Bylaw Article XII (Site Plan Re-
view); and the Zoning Use and
Dimensional Regulation Sched-
ules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.

zoom.us/j/86486728408 ?pwd=
LdpmURzP8mullFY VATt
BwrkoVwjqoo.l1 Or join by
phone: +1 309 205 3325 We-
binar ID: 864 8672 8408 Pass-
code: 795018

The subject project is located
within the Agricultural and Busi-
ness B zoning districts with de-
velopment proposed in the Busi-
ness B portion of the site. The
subject property is currently un-
developed and in common own-
ership with the abutting property
at 478 Amherst Road. The major-
ity of the 6.87 acre property lo-
cated is located in South Hadley
with road frontage in the Town of
Granby.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6) in
Town Hall and is posted at www.
southhadley.org on the Planning

Department page under ‘Permit
Applications’- ‘Site Plan Re-
view’ under section ‘Amherst
Road (Map 58, Parcel 132) -
Mobile Food Establishment’ or
can be viewed at: https://www.
southhadley.org/1179/Site-Plan-
Review person interested in, or
wishing to be heard, should ap-
pear/join the hearing at the time
and in the manner designated.
Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board
08081, 08/15/2025

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning Board will hold
a hybrid public hearing on Mon-
day, August 25, 2025 at 6:30
p.m. to consider an application
for Special Permit filed by Bar-
stow’s Longview Farm, Inc;
14 Barstow Lane Hadley MA,
01035; to convert a dimensional-
ly nonconforming single-family
dwelling to a two-family dwelling
at 73 Alvord Street , Map 42 Par-
cel 10, pursuant to the Zoning By-
law Article IX (Special Permits);
255-7 (Existing uses, buildings
and structures; nonconforming
uses); 255-27 (Conversion of sin-
gle-family dwelling to two-fam-
ily dwelling); and the Zoning
Use and Dimensional Regulation
Schedules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://usO2web.
zoom.us/j/86486728408 7p-
wd=LdpmURzP8mullFY VAIt-
BwrkoVwjqoo.1 Or join by
phone: +1 309 205 3325 We-

binar ID: 864 8672 8408 Pass-
code: 795018

The subject project is located
within the Agricultural zoning
district and includes an existing
single-family home and agricul-
tural outbuildings.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation De-
partment Office (Room U6) in
Town Hall and is posted at www.
southhadley.org on the Planning
Department page under ‘Permit
Applications’- ‘Special Permit’
under section ‘Alvord Street
(73) - 2 Family Conversion and
Alteration of Nonconforming
Structure’ or can be viewed
at: https://www.southhadley.
org/1181/Special-Permits ~ Any
person interested in, or wishing
to be heard, should appear/join
the hearing at the time and in the
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board
08/08, 08/15/2025

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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r' The truck that
satisfies!!

Friends talking about their favorite cars of the night

Albert and Tracy Dubuque with the turquoise 1958 Chevy Corvette.
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CLUES ACROSS 35. Moved on foot CLUES DOWN 29. Small amount
1. Auto manufacturer  36. Passenger’s spot 1. Policemen (French) 31. A way to save for
4. The 23rd letter of on a motorcycle 2. Toy dog your future
the Greek alphabet 41. A way through 3. Inflamed colon 32. A way to travel
7. Two-year-old 45. “Rule, Britannia” disease behind
sheep composer 4. Muscular 33. Midway between
10. Member of 46. Leader weaknesses northeast and east
indigenous people  47. Flowing 5. Helps little firms 37. Head pain
in Asia 50. Common 6. References 38. Loud lawn insect
11. Airborne (abbr.) greetings in Arabic 7. Takes down 39. Actress Hathaway
12. Actress de Armas countries 8. Facilitates 40. Boat race
13. Not moving 54. Solution for all 9. One-time empress  41. About fish
15. Cool! difficulties of the Roman 42. Nursemaid in
16. Plants of the arum  55. Soft clothing Empire India
family fabric 13. Engine additive 43. Marketable
19. Perceptible by 56. Building material ~ 14. Chemistry solution 44. Tinier
touch 57. Sea bream 17. Written account 47. Parts per billion
21. Rorschach test 59. Away to cause to  18. Consumed (abbr.)
23. Monetary units be swollen 20. Coming after all 48. Paddle
24. Art 60. One and only others 49. Oneness
25. Cardinal number  61. Skin color 22. No (slang) 51. Bitter compound
26. Dueling sword 62. Wreath 27. Government 52. Not around
27. Hates 63. Nevertheless lawyers 53. Very fast airplane
30. Fixed in one place 64. They __ 28. Super Bowl 58. Swiss river
34. Pie _ __mode 65. Sea eagle winner Manning
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FUNDRAISER from page 1

the event was the Collabora-
tive for Educational Services,
which provides paid intern-
ships for high school students
where they can work along-
side science professors in real
labs, all while getting paid.

“This program has been so
meaningful for me because its
helped me get more into the
bioengineering field,” said
Helen Tejirian, one of the stu-
dents in the program.

The program runs through
the summer, their Steamwork
Paid Internship Program al-
lows for the students to not
only get some real-world
experience in the fields they
want to study, but be paid
along the way to achieving
their life goals and dreams.

The program has award-
ed over 40,000 hours of in-
ternship time, and paid more
than $600,000 since its be-
ginning in 2018. The program
works with high schools and
regional schools around the
region, including the public
high schools in Belchertown,
Granby, and South Hadley, as
well as many more.

“I love seeing the connec-
tions that happen when some-
one meets a new client, finds
a collaborator, or simply feels
more rooted in the commu-
nity because of an event we
hosted. Those moments are
what make our work worth-
while,” said Robinson.

“There’s a remarkable
spirit of collaboration here.
People are passionate about
supporting local businesses,
investing in their neighbors,

and finding creative solutions
that make our region stronger
and more vibrant.”

“What I love most about
our community is the way we
truly care for one another. You
see it in the way people shop
locally to support their neigh-
bors, in the volunteers who
give their time without hesi-
tation, and in the way we cel-
ebrate each other’s successes
like they’re our own,” said
Laplante. “There’s a genuine
kindness that makes you feel
like you’re part of something
bigger. It’s not just where we
work, it’s where we live.”

The guests packed the
section of the first floor of the
Boathouse, and people milled
about enjoying appetizers
and good conversation while
groups took turns on the boat,
the Lady Bea.

The focus on the Col-
laborative for Educational
Services, CES, allowed for
many to learn more about this
resource to the community,
and how people can utilize it,
especially those at risk. The
program has helped benefit
hundreds of students since it
began seven years ago, and
as a nonprofit, it relies on the
community and grants to con-
tinue its work.

The Ambherst Area Cham-
ber is looking forward to
hosing their own fall After 5
events, as well as their Intern-
ship Fair at UMass Amherst,
the A+ Awards, and commu-
nity events like their Holiday
Gift Card Match programs
and Lighting of the Merry
Maple.

“It’s an honor to represent

TOWN Reminder

such a diverse and engaged
membership. My role is about
being a connector, linking
businesses to opportunities, to
each other, and to the commu-
nity at large, while advocating
for the conditions they need
to thrive,” said Robinson.

The South Hadley and
Granby Chamber is also
looking forward to their fu-
ture events, including their
Annual Trunk-or-Treat, Ok-
toberfest Themed Business
After 5 at the Yard Tavern,
their Annual Celebrity Bar-
tender Event at Sok’s Bar and
Grill for Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, and their Annu-
al Holiday Stroll and light-
ing the Christmas Tree on
the common. They will also
be co-hosting a multi-cham-
ber event at Summit View in
Holyoke.

“The South Hadley Gran-
by Chamber’s goals are all

about growth, connection,
and impact. We want to ex-
pand networking  oppor-

tunities for our members,
strengthen partnerships with
local organizations, and ad-
vocate for policies that help
businesses thrive. Everything
we do comes back to support-
ing our business community
and making our region a place
where businesses and people
want to be,” said Laplante.

You can find both Cham-
bers on Facebook, and learn
more about what they do for
their communities, and the
small businesses and nonprof-
it organizations that truly are
the heartbeat of these com-
munities.

Joni Fleming and Cody Goncalves with the beautiful scenery.

musician Bily Moon.

Live music and covers of classic songs given by talented

August 15, 2025
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Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
From left to right: Fungai Tichiwangana, Ben Palkowski, Polina Potochevska, Brandi Parker,
Alex Laguerra Sierra, Jacob Robinson, Katarzyna Bernash from Amherst.

Students a part of the GES Program, Helen Tejirian, Yatharth Rajkumar, Desmond Schein, and
Kai Imperial-Jewett.
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Event coordinators and directors, Steven Laplante, Cody
Goncalves, Polina Potochevska, and Jacob Robinson.




