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SOUTH HADLEY - For 
Chuck Romboletti, the new as-
sistant town administrator and 
human resources director, the po-
sition is both a natural next step 
in his career and a coming home. 

“When I saw the position post-
ed, I thought it could be the per-
fect fit. I had known about South 
Hadley from growing up in the 
area and always thought the town 
had a lot to offer,” Romboletti 
said. “I have great memories as a 
kid visiting McCray’s, the Sum-
mit House, the Mount Holyoke 
botanic gardens, movies and din-
ner at the Village Commons, and 
baseball at the Beachgrounds.”

In front of community mem-

bers and colleagues, Rombolet-
ti was sworn in on August 7 at 
South Hadley Public Library with 
his wife and two young children 
by his side. After his swearing in, 
Romboletti has jumped right into 
the job.

Among the first items on his 
to-do list are getting to know the 
human resource policies and pro-
cedures, how they are working, 
and looking for ways to make 
them more efficient, he said.

“I’ve already seen what a ded-

icated staff we have and want to 
really understand how and why 
things work the way they do,” 
Romboletti said. “Being a small 
organization that has such a broad 
scope of responsibilities, we need 
to be able to do more with less, 
and I’d like to really see where 
we can maximize our capacity 
administratively first, in order to 
continue to enhance our proactive 
and strategic work in the future.”

Romboletti is also working to 
familiarize himself with the gen-

eral workings of the town, getting 
to know the government depart-
ments, the people, and the com-
munity. As he gets a better under-
standing of the vision and goals of 
the community and organization, 
he wants to use that knowledge 
to better support Lisa Wong, the 
town administrator.

“Her role as town administra-
tor comes with broad responsibil-
ity for the entire organization, and 

Courtesy Photo, Lisa Wong
The swearing-in ceremony for the new Assistant Town Administrator/Human Resources Director was 
held at the library. Charles “Chuck” Murphy Romboletti was sworn in by Town Clerk Sarah Gmeiner and 
accompanied by his wife and two children.

Assistant town administrator welcomed Input sought 
on potential 
Senior Tax 
Work-Off 
Program

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
town, as well as the South Had-
ley Senior Center, are seeking 
input from residents on a po-
tential Senior Tax Work- Off 
Program.

South Hadley Town 
Meeting has not adopted 
Mass General Law Chap-
ter 59, Section 5k to allow 
for such a program yet, ac-
cording to a town statement. 
“The program would poten-
tially appear on a fall special 
town meeting or 2024 South 
Hadley annual town meeting 
warrant,” the town released.

The program, if approved 
by South Hadley Town Meet-
ing members, would allow 
income-eligible seniors to 
earn up to a  $1,500 abate-
ment off their property taxes 
in exchange for volunteering 
in municipal departments and 
entities. The potential program 
would be open to seniors aged 
60 and older, who own proper-
ty in and pay real estate taxes 
to the town of South Hadley.

Residents can send feed-
back on whether the town 
should move forward with a 
Senior Tax Work-Off Program 
to selectboard@southhadley-
ma.gov.

By Kimberly Palmucci
townreminder@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
town is gearing up for its first-ev-
er “South by South Hadley” festi-
val, to be held in October.

The three-day event has been 
described as “a showcase of local 

arts and culture” and will be held 
Friday, October 6, through Sun-
day, October 8.

“[The] first-ever South by 
South Hadley festival [is] a three-
day cultural celebration embrac-
ing the diverse talents and offer-
ings within and around the town,” 
a press statement reads.

South by South Hadley is “a 
testament to the creative spirit of 
our town, produced, supported, 
and performed by numerous local 
artists,” event organizers released. 
“Generous grants from the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council, 
the Town of South Hadley, the 
South Hadley Cultural Coun-

cil, and charitable contributions 
from businesses and individu-
als, in partnership with MASH 
[Music and Arts South Had-
ley], have made this event pos-
sible,” a press statement reads. 
The festival is seeking corpo-
rate sponsorships to supplement 
grants. The funds will contribute 

to compensating artists and pro-
moting their work, event details 
read.

The event will include live per-
formances, exhibitions, presenta-
tions, and more at assorted public 
and commercial venues around 

Inaugural ‘South by South Hadley Festival’ coming this October

“I’VE ALREADY SEEN 
WHAT A DEDICATED 
STAFF WE HAVE AND 
WANT TO REALLY UN-
DERSTAND HOW AND 
WHY THINGS WORK 
THE WAY THEY DO.”

CHARLES ROMBOLETTI
ASSISTANT TOWN
ADMINISTRATOR

Courtesy Photo, South Hadley Police Department

It was a Picnic in the Park
 Two of the police department’s veterans, Lt. Baran and Detective 
Perez, attended the recent Veterans Picnic in the Park event at 
Buttery Brook Park.

By Kimberly Palmucci
townreminder@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
town has been engaging in a 
public outreach process to up-
date its Housing Production 
Plan, last updated in 2016.

A third community fo-
rum will be held at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, September 13, at 
the South Hadley Senior Cen-
ter, 45 Dayton Street.

Through the Housing Pro-
duction Plan (HPP) update 
process, the town is seeking 
to open discussion and ana-
lyze South Hadley’s current 

housing stock and housing af-
fordability relative to its pop-
ulation and demographics, 
according to a town statement. 
“Your contribution is vital to 
the creation of a successful 
plan,” the town released.

The town of South Hadley 
is developing the draft plan, ac-
cording to reports, in coordina-
tion with Outwith Studio.

“It is anticipated that the 
draft will be available to the 
public on August 28,” the town 
released.  “The process has 
been guided by an Advisory 
Committee, consisting of ap-
pointed community members, 

and will ultimately be adopt-
ed by the Planning Board and 
Selectboard following a public 
hearing process after which it 
will receive State review and 
approval.”

The HPP process is estab-
lished by the State  Executive 
Office of Housing and Liv-
able Communities, formerly 
the Department of Housing and 
Community Development,  and 
seeks to “demonstrate strate-
gies to increase opportunities 
for affordable housing.”

For more information, visit 
shhousingplan.org.

Residents invited to Housing Forum

Please see ADMIN, page 3

Please see FESTIVAL, page 3
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We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.

413-533-8378
www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

HIGHWAY AUTO
SALVAGE INC.

USED AUTO PARTS

www.highwayautosalvage.com
M-F 8 am- 5 pm • FREE REMOVAL MA • CT • VT • NY

182 Mt. Tom Rd. (Rt.5)  |  Northampton, MA  |  413.586.0690

WE BUY 
JUNK CARS 

& 
ANYTHING 

METAL

Unwanted
Vehicles 

and Heavy 
Equipment

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

SOUTH HADLEY – Town 
Administrator Lisa Wong has 
released updates regarding the 
Old Firehouse Museum, as well 
as several Eagle and Girl Scout 
projects in the community. 
Regarding the Old Firehouse 
Museum, Wong said that Diane 
LaRoche, Chair of the Trustees 
of the museum, and members 
from the Historical Commission 
hosted Wong, Assistant Town 
Administrator Chuck Rombolet-
ti, and Director of Building Op-
erations Scott Moore this week. 
“The museum was founded 48 
years ago after the closure of the 
station when a larger station was 
built,” Wong released. “The Mu-
seum, located at 4 North Main 
Street, is open on the fourth 
Sunday of the Month from 
1:30-4 p.m. or by appointment.” 

There is no admission charge.
In other news, Wong said that 

three Eagle and Girl Scout proj-
ects were completed this sum-
mer.

“Zosha Dimock re-blazed 
the orange trail at Black Ste-
vens Conservation Area to earn 
her Silver Award with her Girl 
Scout Troop,” Wong released. 
“Brendan Maloney completed 
his Eagle Scout Project repairing 
and replacing a bridge at Canal 
Park that connects the trail to the 
river. Owen Bauman complet-
ed trail clean up at the trails at 
Canal Park for his Eagle Scout 
Project.”

 A photo of the Old Firehouse Museum.

Town happenings with the TA

Courtesy Photos, 
Town Administrator Lisa Wong 

Three Eagle and Girl
 Scout projects were 

completed this summer.

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
town’s Council on Aging has 
announced several upcoming 
events, including one to be 
held today.

Sign Make & Take Work-
shop – 1:30 p.m. on Friday, 
August 18

Event with South Had-
ley Board and Brush. Choose 
from three different single 
board signs and choose your 
stain with instruction from the 
Board and Brush staff. The 
types of signs can be found at 
the Senior Center and on the 
Facebook page.

Caregiver Support Group 
– 10 a.m.

Are you a caregiver to a 
senior living with a chronic 
illness?

“Caregivers come in all 
shapes and sizes,” the Coun-
cil On Aging released. “No 

two caregivers are on the same 
journey.”

With the help of the COA 
Social Service Coordinator 
Ann Andras, this group will 
explore all facets of Caregiv-
ing.

National Senior Center 
Month - September

The 2023 theme “Discover 
Yours” encourages residents 
to come to their senior cen-
ter, “whether you are a regular 
or if you have never visited,” 
South Hadley’s Council On 
Aging released.

“The theme also encourag-
es you to discover your unique 
interests, talents, and aspira-
tions.”

A list of special events will 
be on the Senior Center’s Face-
book page, on Channel 15, and 
throughout the Senior Center 
in the coming weeks.

Senior Center to hold sign-
making workshop, more

South Hadley

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
town’s Cultural Council is seek-
ing input on what residents want 
to see in 2024.

“Let Cultural Council mem-
bers know what kind of events 
you would like to see them 
sponsor in 2024 by completing 
this  brief survey,” the Council 
released in a statement on the 
town’s website; a link to the sur-
vey is also available on the web-
site, southhadley.org. “Thank 
you for your participation.”

Resident input will also help 

plan a community event in the 
coming year. Survey responses 
are asked to be submitted by Fri-
day, August 18.

According to a survey de-
scription, the South Hadley Cul-
tural Council is an eight-member 
group of appointed South Had-
ley residents.

“We are part of the Local 
Cultural Council (LCC) pro-
gram of Mass. Cultural Council, 
and every year we—and LCCs 
throughout Massachusetts—re-
ceive money to grant to our local 

grant applicants,” the Council 
shared. “Eligible projects are in 
the arts, humanities, or scienc-
es.”

The Cultural Council add-
ed that the aim of the survey is 
“to hear what cultural offerings, 
events, and resources you, as res-
idents of South Hadley, feel our 
community would benefit from.”

“Your input will assist us as 
we make grant decisions in this 
upcoming grant cycle (Septem-
ber/October 2023) for projects to 
take place in 2024.”

Cultural Council’s resident input deadline today

SOUTH HADLEY – In a re-
cent community update, Town 
Administrator Lisa Wong re-
leased information regarding the 
updated COVID-19 vaccines.

The vaccines are “expected to 
be available at the end of Septem-
ber,” Wong said, and are awaiting 

approval from the Food and Drug 
Administration and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

“Moderna, Pfizer and 
Novavax will have [a] shot that 
will be available for almost all 
ages,” Wong released.

Once approved, the recom-
mendations regarding use will be 
released.

Learn more mass.gov/ 
covid-19-updatesand-informa-
tion.

Updated COVID-19 vaccines available next month
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South Hadley Fire District No. 1
SPECIAL DISTRICT MEETING
Monday, August 28, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

to be held at
Fire District No. 1 Fire Station

144 Newton Street
South Hadley, MA 01075

COMMUNITY FORUM #3
Wednesday, September 13, 2023

7-9 PM
South Hadley Senior Center

45 Dayton Street

Come explore strategies for creating new housing in your community 
for people of all incomes, ages, and abilities. 

DRAFT Housing Production Plan -- www.shhousingplan.org
Hard copies -- South Hadley Public Library, Senior Center & Town Hall

Comments & Questions:  acapra@southhadleyma.gov| (413) 538-5030 x6128

PALMER OFFICE

GRAPHICS DEPARTMENT SEEKS 
DESIGNER / PAGINATOR

 Turley Publications, Inc. is looking for a Graphic Designer to 
produce newspaper pages and advertisements in a busy, fast-
paced environment. Must be efficient with InDesign Creative 
Suite. Web design and Wordpress skills a plus. 

We will consider less experienced applicants but must have proven 
design skills.

Design samples required. Send with resume to:

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Attention: Graphics Manager

Or e-mail directly to dsloat@turley.com.
No phone calls or drop-ins, please.

www.turley.com

it’s amazing to see her breadth of knowl-
edge and management skills in action,” 
Romboletti said. 

In fact, it was Wong’s state-wide reputa-
tion that was one the reasons Romboletti felt 
drawn to the position, he said.

“Lisa has a great reputation among local 
government managers in the state, and I had 
often heard great things,” Romboletti added.

Additionally, he felt drawn to the town 
administrator/select board type of govern-
ment. Having experience with both this kind 
and the mayor/town council type, he thinks 
the type of government South Hadley has 
offers many “benefits conducive to efficient 
and effective operations.”

Romboletti comes from Needham, 
where he was promoted a few times and 

worked a variety of roles in the human re-
sources department for nine years.

“At one time or another I directly over-
saw each of our office’s functions, which I 
think will help me in a smaller office man-
age the breadth of operations by providing 
hands-on expertise while keeping an eye 
toward efficiency, effectiveness, and equita-
bility of our processes and policies so that 
we are continually improving the quality 
and accessibility of services offered,” he 
said.

Romboletti explained that he is already 
seeing high-level dedication among the cur-
rent South Hadley employees.

“It’s clear that people here are dedicated 
to their jobs and to the community and in 
providing top-level services,” Romboletti 
said. “The boards and committees have also 
been very welcoming, and I appreciate their 
intelligent and thoughtful perspectives.”

ADMIN from page 1

town, including the South Hadley Town 
Common, South Hadley Falls, churches, li-
braries, and a selection of local restaurants. 
“South by South Hadley will offer an en-
riching experience for all,” event organizers 
shared.

South by South Hadley aims to “attract 
residents from throughout the Pioneer Val-
ley, encouraging them to explore South 
Hadley’s cultural and educational institu-
tions as well as its scenic outdoor spaces.”

“The event is a collaborative effort, 
guided by a passionate Steering Committee 
representing the business, educational, and 
cultural communities,” a press statement 
reads.

Beyond celebration, South by South 
Hadley aims to have a “lasting impact by 
benefiting small businesses and positioning 
the town as a cultural destination in the re-
gion.”

South by South Hadley organizers said 
the event is dedicated to inclusivity, with all 
events free to the public. Attendees have the 
option to make a donation to support local 
art and artists.

“The festival is committed to accessibil-
ity, ensuring that all venues hosting events 
are disability-friendly,” event details read. 
“The event is made possible by a dedicated 
group of volunteers.”

The Steering Committee and subcom-
mittees are donating their time and talents 
to ensure the success of South by South 
Hadley, event organizers shared.

“South by South Hadley promises to be 
an enriching and unforgettable experience; 
a celebration of our cultural tapestry and a 
chance to showcase the talent that makes 
South Hadley shine.”

For more information and sponsorship 
opportunities, visit southhadleyarts.org.

Event organizers added that artists and 
events will begin to be announced soon.

FESTIVAL  from page 1

GRANBY – The Fanfare Brass Ensem-
ble will present a music concert on Mon-
day, September 11, on the town green.

The event will begin at 5:30 p.m.; in the 
case of rain, the concert will be held in the 
church at 235 State Street, Granby.

The 10-part brass ensemble performs 
light popular music, according to a spokes-
person with the event. The concert is free 
and open to the public.

Music attendees may hear includes: 
“West Side Story, Here’s That Rainy 
Day, Glenn Miller Medley, Phantom of the 
Opera, The Cowboys by John Williams, 
Mountain King Swing, Shenandoah, Scot-
tish tunes, America the Beautiful,” and 
more.

This concert is sponsored in part by the 
Cultural Council of Massachusetts and the 
Granby Cultural Council.

Courtesy Photo, David Neill
The Fanfare Brass Ensemble

Brass concert on Granby’s town green

SOUTH HADLEY - Due to on-go-
ing problems with the air-conditioning 
at the Gaylord branch, Gaylord’s Au-
gust events are subject to cancellation 
or relocation to the main library based 
on the weather conditions.

For the latest updates, visit the li-
brary’s website at gaylordlibrary.org or 
the Facebook page at facebook.com/
gaylordlibrary.

“Thank you for your patience,” li-
brary staff released in a statement.

Additionally, the Gaylord Library 
reminded residents that it runs the 
“home delivery” of library materials for 
the town of South Hadley.

“Delivery is available to South Had-
ley residents who have health or trans-
portation issues that keep them from 
the library on a temporary or on-going 
basis,” the library released. “Any item 
that can be checked out from the Gay-
lord Memorial Library or South Hadley 
Public Library can be delivered.”

For more information or to sign-up, 
visit the library’s website or call Adult 
Services Librarian Sarah Courtney at 
413-538-5047. 

ADULT PROGRAMS

Not Just Knitters Stitch 
Together Program

Friday, August 25, at 3 p.m.
Bring crochet, needlepoint, felting, 

hand-quilting and, knitting. Share your 
crafting know-how, browse a selection 
of crafty books full of new skills, or just 
enjoy stitching in the Gaylord rotunda. 
Some weeks will include a theme such 
as mending, finishing projects, or get-
ting started on new ones, but all projects 
are welcome in all weeks. Event is for 
ages 10+.

Bring Your Own Board Game
Friday, August 24, from 6-8 p.m.
Bring a favorite board game to play 

against friends or meet a new one. No 
pre-registration required.

Needle Felt a Mouse 
with Anna Sunschauer

Thursday, August 31, at 6 p.m. 
(rescheduled from July)

Come learn the art of needle felting. 
Gaylord staff member and fiber artist 
Anna Sunschauer will teach attendees 
how to sculpt fluffy wool fiber into 3D 
objects using felting needles. This is a 
beginner project. No prior needle felt-
ing experience is necessary, but it is 
recommended that all participants have 
good fine motor skills to avoid injury 
with the sharp needles. This workshop 
is open to teens and adults ages 12+, 
and is limited to eight participants per 
session. All necessary tools and mate-
rials will be provided. Pre-registration 
is required. Register online at gaylordli-
brary.org, by phone at 413-538-5047, or 
in-person by stopping by the circulation 
desk.

Mount Holyoke College Student 
Exhibit and Circulating Art

The Mount Holyoke College Studio 
Art Department and the Gaylord Me-
morial Library are presenting “Paint-
ings in Circulation,” an exhibition 
showcasing artwork by spring 2023 
Painting 1, taught by Associate Pro-
fessor Lisa Iglesias. Joining the tradi-
tion of the book cover as subject mat-
ter, each student spent time observing 
and researching a tome of their choice 
at the Gaylord Memorial Library. The 
students then created renditions of the 
book covers in the form of acrylic paint-
ings on stretched canvas, which are now 
available for checkout until September 
2023. Paintings can be checked out for 
three weeks, or you can enjoy the ex-
hibit in the rotunda.

 

Gaylord Library’s August programs

Please see LIBRARY, page 6
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Soil test this fall 
and beat the rush

A dear friend of mine sent me a picture 
of her pepper; her one pepper.  

Granted, the fruit was picked 
a wee-bit prematurely by her 3-year-old 
granddaughter Genevieve, but still, one sin-
gle fruit measuring 2 inches by 2 inches for 
all of her many pepper plants is nothing to 
brag about.   

If I’m not mistaken, she used the word 
“pathetic” to describe said plants. Along 
with “stunted” and “pale.” 

Alas, what is a friend to do, but recom-
mend a soil test.  

I finally got the soil in two of my gardens 
tested last fall and I am so very happy that I 
did. With the necessary amendments added 
to bring up sub-par soil, I am enjoying bush 
beans and happy flowers in those areas.

Many of us garden for years before we 
have our soil tested. It is likely that we get 
fixed on our own routine of liming and fer-
tilizing. 

Perhaps too, we live with the same insect 
and disease problems each season and think 
that little can be done to remedy our situa-
tion. Maybe with a better understanding of 
our soil through testing, we will be able to 
create and maintain a fertile soil that sup-
ports healthy, optimal plant growth.  

Rather than waiting until spring, beat the 
rush and send your sample off this fall. Here 
is a refresher on the nuts and bolts of soil 
testing. 

We test the soil for many reasons. Per-
haps the most important reason is to learn 
its pH. 

Here in New England soil tends to be 
on the acidic side. Vital soil nutrients are 
unavailable to plants in an overly acid soil, 
even if they are in great supply.  

Optimum pH for most plants is close to 
neutral, in the range of 6.2-6.8.  Before you 
head for the garage to dust off the spread-
er, be forewarned that all limes are not the 
same! 

Test results will indicate whether calcitic 
lime, hi mag lime, or dolomitic lime is best 
for your soil, and at what rates. 

The test will also give you recommenda-
tions for boosting necessary soil nutrients, 
the most common of which are phospho-
rous, and potassium, magnesium, calcium 
and more.  Let the soil testing laboratory 
know what crops you grow and what kind of 

gardener you are, that way their advice can 
be specific to your needs.  

Organic gardeners will want to use nat-
ural fertilizer sources such as blood meal, 
bone meal, bone char, wood ash, rock phos-
phate and greensand among others to feed 
the soil.  

The standard soil test will also give you 
the levels of lead in your soil. As we all 
know, lead poisoning is a particular concern 
to children under the age of 6.  

Produce grown in soils high in lead can 
accumulate enough lead in their tissue to 
be hazardous when eaten. The most likely 
cause of soil contamination is from particles 
of lead based paint that have been removed 
from nearby structures.   

To reduce the risk of contamination, lo-
cate gardens away from old painted struc-
tures and keep pH and organic matter con-
tents at optimal ranges. 

For just a few dollars more, the percent-
age of organic matter in the soil can be de-
termined. Organic matter is very important 
because it encourages a healthy population 
of soil microbes that solubilize stored nutri-
ents, making them more available for plant 
uptake.  

As organic material decomposes, humus 
results. Humus binds sandy soils and im-
proves their water holding capacity; alter-
nately, it aerates heavy clay soils and pro-
motes better drainage.  

If the percentage of organic matter in 
your garden comes in low, add compost, 
aged animal manure, or cover crops to bring 
levels up.  Established shrub or perennial 
borders benefit from an application of bark 
mulch for the same reason.

It is very easy to gather soil for testing.  
First, remove a 6-8-inch core of soil from 

your garden with a stainless steel trowel.  
Remove surface debris and air dry.  

If your garden is large, mix about a doz-
en cores together to end up with about a cup 
of soil for testing.  The different microcli-
mates of your landscape should be tested 
separately.  

Official directions and an order form are 
available at http.//soiltest.umass.edu. The 
standard soil test is $20, add an additional 
$6 for the standard test including organic 
matter.  

Test results could initiate some revisions 
to our fertilization and liming routine this 
fall, preparing the way for a healthier, more 
productive garden next spring and summer, 
and maybe even a few more peppers for 
Genevieve to enjoy!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

Why is Social Security 
withholding my 
monthly payments?

Dear Rusty: I have been working since I 
started collecting Social Security when I turned 
62. Last year I was apparently overpaid because 
of my job. I made $37,000 and now the Social 
Security Administration says I owe them $8,800 
dollars because I made too much and they have 
withheld my $2000 monthly SS payment. 

I am close to the maximum allowable again 
already this year. So, I am looking at quitting my 
job so I don’t go over, but they are holding my 
payments so then I would have no money. Any 
help would be appreciated. 

Signed: Frustrated by Social Security 

Dear Frustrated: You are being affected by 
Social Security’s “earnings test,” which applies 
to everyone who collects early Social Security 
and also works before reaching their Full Re-
tirement Age. If your earned income exceeds 
the annual limit, which was $19,560 for 2022, 
Social Security will withhold $1 in benefits for 
every $2 you are over the limit. 

If you earned $37,000 in 2022 you were 
more than $17,000 over the limit and owe half 
of that back to Social Security. They usually re-
cover what you owe by withholding your future 
benefit payments, so they won’t pay you bene-
fits until they have recovered that $8,800, after 
which your benefits will resume, but only for a 
while.

If you are working full time and also collect-
ing early Social Security benefits, the earnings 
test lasts until you reach your full retirement 
age, which for you is 66 years and 8 months. The 
earnings limit goes up a bit each year for 2023 it 
is $21,240, but if you continue to work full time, 
you’ll receive another overpayment notice and 
have more benefits withheld. 

A better approach might be to contact So-
cial Security in advance and tell them what your 
2023 earnings are expected to be, thus permit-
ting them to suspend your benefits in advance 
and avoid overpaying you. I’m afraid there is no 
way around this – collecting early benefits while 
working full time means the “earnings test” will 
affect your benefit payments. 

The “good news” in all of this is that when 
you reach your Full Retirement Age, you will 
get time-credit for all months your benefits were 
withheld. By that I mean they will, at your FRA, 
recalculate your benefit entitlement as though 
you had claimed later (later by the number of 
months you had benefits withheld), which will 
result in a higher monthly payment after your 
FRA. 

In that way, you may eventually recover 
some or all of the benefits withheld by receiving 
a higher monthly amount for the rest of your life, 
starting at your full retirement age. 

I suggest you contact Social Security at 
1-800-772-1213 or at your local office and tell 
them you want to provide them with an estimate 
of your 2023 earnings because you are working 
and collecting early Social Security benefits. 

They will work with you to suspend your 
benefits for an appropriate number of (addition-
al) months to avoid another overpayment situa-
tion. Note, you’ll likely need to do this each year 
you continue to work full time, until the year you 
reach your full retirement age when the earnings 
limit more than doubles. The earnings limit goes 
away when you reach your full retirement age. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any oth-
er governmental entity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and does not repre-
sent legal or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

OUR OWN CORN!

Follow us on

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, 
Yellow & Green Beans, Leaks, Carrots, Corn, Tomatoes & Blueberries
Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, 
Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Fresh Polish Foods, Belchertown Maple Syrup, 

Variety of Local Maple Products, Caramel Corn Nuggets, 
Cream Pies, Ice Cream Products & Soup Mixes

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794

www.dickinsonsfarm.com
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm, Sun. 8am-6pm

Family Owned & Operated

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted • Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available • Now Accepting EBT In Store

Potted 
Ornamental 
Grasses & 

Basil

PICK YOUR OWN TOMATOES BY THE BASKET! 
8-4 at the Farmstand on Route 202. Call for more information.

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Sept. 9 ....... Hampton Beach Seafood Fest ...$99
Sept. 16 ..... Funny Girl at PPAC .......................$120
Sept. 23 ..... Johnny Mathis in Concert ..........$130
Oct. 21 ....... Mrs. Doubtfire at PPAC ...............$99
Nov. 4 ........ Book of Mormon ..........................$120

Josh’s golden scam

The nickel that caused a
dollar’s worth of scandal

By J. Mark Powell
jmarkpowell.com

Like so many things in life, it seemed 
like a good idea at the time, and it would 
have been, too, if one man’s swindle 
hadn’t ruined everything. 

When all was said and done, a con-
man got off scot-free, Washington had 
egg on its face, and a new phrase entered 
the American vocabulary that’s still used 
today.

This is the story of Josh’s golden 
scam.

Back in 1866, the government began 
minting the first five-cent piece. It had 
the United States shield – our country’s 
coat of arms if you will – on the front and 
“5 Cents” surrounded by 13 stars on the 
back. 

The public liked the new coin and 
immediately began referring to it by the 
metal used to produce it: the nickel. (Its 
predecessor had been silver and called the 
“half dime.”)

But it proved difficult to strike, caus-
ing countless headaches for the United 
States Mint. So a new design was pro-
duced. 

Released on February 1, 1883, it fea-
tured Lady Liberty on the front with a gi-
ant V (the Roman numeral for five) in the 
center of the reverse. Americans enthusi-
astically embraced the new coin.

There was just one problem. It was a 
big one, too…and a man in Boston named 
Josh Tatum quickly spotted it. 

No denomination appeared on the 
coin. There was just that great big V. 

It could mean 5 cents or 5 dollars. 
Which caused a lightbulb to switch on in 
Josh’s head.

The new nickel was about the same 
size as a $5 gold piece. Both bore the like-
ness of Liberty on the front and, while not 
identical, to the untrained eye they looked 
similar to one another.

So, Josh took several of the new nick-
els to a jeweler and had them electroplat-
ed with gold. Then he went to a store. 

Walking up the counter, he pretended 
to be deaf mute and pointed to a cigar. 

The clerk said, “Five cents, please.” 
Josh handed over his phony gold-plat-

ed coin and was promptly given $4.95 in 
real money in change. When he pulled the 
scam at different stores, it worked per-
fectly every time.

Apparently, Josh liked to think big. He 
had 1,000 nickels covered with a thin lay-
er of cheap gold and worked his way to 
New York City. 

Never speaking, only pointing, and 
always walking away the richer for the 
exchange. He supposedly made $15,000 
(about $375,000 today) by the time he 
was arrested.

Josh was eventually hauled into court 
and tried for his hoax. But prosecutors 
had a serious problem. 

At no time did Josh ever claim the 
coin was a $5 gold piece. In fact, he never 
said anything at all.

He simply handed it over and trusting 
clerks accepted it was as genuine. Be-
cause he never claimed it was actually 
gold, the jury found Josh had committed 
no crime. He was acquitted.

While all this was happening, Wash-
ington was dealing with similar head-
aches caused by the new nickel. Other 
con artists had spotted the design over-
sight and were also taking advantage of it. 

The head of the Secret Service had 
noted the potential for criminal mischief 
at the outset and warned the government. 
Then as now, bureaucrats are loath to ad-
mit a mistake. 

The Philadelphia Mint’s director loud-
ly defended the new nickel. He pointed 
out a three-cent coin had been minted for 
22 years with just the Roman numeral III 
on the back and no denomination, and 
there hadn’t been any problems. 

Although he didn’t mention that coin 
was smaller than a dime and the $3 gold 
piece was larger than a quarter, making it 
impossible to confuse the two.

By now the scam was being reported 
as far away as St. Louis, Morgan City, 
Louisiana, and San Francisco. The gov-
ernment had no choice but to act. 

On March 11 new nickels began com-
ing out of the Mint with the word “cents” 
added directly below the V. It remained 
there until the Buffalo Nickel replace-
ment debuted in 1913.

Today, the gold-plated frauds are 
called Racketeering Nickels and are cher-
ished by collectors.

Two lessons from this story. First, the 
phrase “I’m joshing you” was popular-
ized by the incident. 

Though it appears to have shown up in 
print as early as 1845, its usage exploded 
after 1883.

And, the Mint learned its lesson. That 
was the last time it ever produced a coin 
that didn’t bear the denomination.

I’m not joshing you.

Holy Cow! History is written by nov-
elist, former TV journalist and diehard 
history buff J. Mark Powell. 

By Eric Goodhart  

There are many questions that need 
to be answered by a teenager, who has 
college aspirations. 

But for now, here is just one. When-
ever I asked a teenager why they want 
to go to college I often get one of two 
answers. “To get a good job,” or “It is 
the expected thing to do.”      

I have yet to hear a student reply 
like this. “The career I am interested is 
something in the medical profession. 
Not sure if I want to pursue a Doctor of 
Naturopathic Medicine or a Doctor of 
Medicine degree. Both cost a ton. My 
kid sister wants to be lawyer specializ-
ing in Health Care Law. She says she is 
going to keep an eye on me.” 

“I started in the summer between 
sophomore and junior year, taking col-
lege level classes at our local communi-
ty college. I continued dual enrollment 
through junior year. The Salutatorian at 
my high school did that. He was accept-
ed to Rhodes College as a sophomore 
plus a $12,000/year scholarship. He 
saved his parents over $102,000. In fact, 
each of the three years he will be there 
will cost about $10,000 less than UMa-
ss, Amherst.” 

Such an outcome is possible. But it 
takes research coupled with practical 
planning including factoring in financial 
considerations.   

For the students who are ready for 
a challenge, dual enrollment is a very 
good option. Mount Wachusett, Green-
field, Holyoke Berkshire Community 
Colleges and Springfield Tech all are 
focused on expanding their Dual En-
rollment programs. Right now, summer 
is when many are offering on campus 
Dual Enrollment introductory talks or 
on Zoom. Greenfield, MWCC, Spring-
field and Berkshire CC have very easy 
to navigate websites with that informa-
tion. Here is the website to visit for all 
the CCs in the state https://masscc.org/
colleges/

In addition, each one, including 
Holyoke CC, has a Phi Theta Kappa 
honor society chapter. It is not easy to 
become a member, nor should it be. 
PTK, founded in 1918, is an internation-
al honor society for community college 
students mirroring the principles of the 
much older Phi Beta Kappa honor so-
ciety at four-year colleges. founded in 
1776 at the College of William & Mary. 

Membership in PTK comes with 
many perks. More about that next week. 
Be sure to ask admissions on your tour 
as to how many students received the 
honor in the last five years and where 
are they are now?  

Whatever the reason for going to col-

lege may be, the first and most import-
ant first step of a teenager is to do some 
self-reflection and selected self-assess-
ments. They are not tests. 

Every community college has an ac-
ademic and career advising department. 
Part of that advising includes some form 
of assessment and/or interest survey. 

MWCC has a free 60 question in-
terest questionnaire anyone can take re-
sembling the John Holland SDS survey. 
That is a good start. 

The college’s overall explanation of 
its Academic and Career Advising pro-
cess is very good.  However, positive 
individual results ultimately depend on 
the student’s initiative in taking advan-
tage of that guidance. 

Greenfield CC has several self-as-
sessments anyone can take on its web-
site. For a modest cost of $39 a stu-
dent even just thinking about attending 
Greenfield CC can take advantage of 
that. It illustrates the value and impor-
tance the college has in its advising phi-
losophy.    

The college recently completed a true 
Nation-wide search for a new President. 
Michelle Schutt, Ph.D. has a BS, two 
MS degrees along with her Doctorate in 
Education and Human Studies. A Mid-
westerner at heart she has brought that 
to Greenfield and adjusted seamlessly 
into her new role in Franklin County. 

The college is fortunate to have her 
as the 11th President. Because of her 
past many leadership accomplishments 
in both the classroom and as a keynote 
speaker on leadership in many different 
stages it is no surprise that she is now 
in Greenfield. She has the academic and 
charismatic personality that, by all re-
ports, foretells good things for the col-
lege’s future and the wider community 
at the beginning of the Mohawk Trail.

A summer tour of 
community colleges 

Greenfield Community College president 
Michelle Schutt

GRANBY – The Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Church will hold its Summerfest 
event from 12-4 p.m. on Sunday, August 
20. Chicken dinner is $15 and includes: 
Half BBQ chicken, baked potato, and 
corn on the cob; hamburgers and hot dogs 

will also be available.
The event will feature raffle prizes 

of $500, $250, and $100, raffle baskets, 
a bake sale, kids’ games, prizes, music, 
and more.

Immaculate Heart of Mary to hold Summerfest event
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 
ASSORTED

PORK LOIN CHOP ..............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 8/17/23-8/23/23

$277

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH COUNTRY STYLE

PORK RIBS ...........................$209

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
STEAKS or SPOON ROAST .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN LEG 1/4 TRAY PAK .......

USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF

RAW SHRIMP16/20 CT.,  2 LB BAG ...... ea

$2999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SNOW CRAB CLAWS 2 LB BAG ..

$249

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK TENDERS ................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAK ............

$177
lb

IN OUR DELI - STORE MADE
HAM SALAD ......................

$399
lb

$999

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

GREAT ON THE GRILL

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

$299
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BONELESS BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............

$899
lb

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

90% DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

$444
lb

49¢
lb

 

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

SOUTH HADLEY - Summer isn’t 
over yet, and residents are invited to stop 
by the town’s public library for several 
events this month, as well as books, mov-
ies, programs, technology, online resourc-
es, and more.

Plus, it’s all free with a library card, the 
South Hadley Public Library released.

ADULT PROGRAMS

Tuesday Night Knitting Group
Tuesdays from 6-8 p.m.

Join the library’s Tuesday Night Knit-
ters for some quality knitting and crochet-
ing time. All skill levels are welcome. The 
group meets on the second floor in the 
Mandrachia Quiet Study Room, but may 
move to a larger meeting room when avail-
able.

Spanish Conversation Circle
Saturday, August 19, at 10:30 a.m.
A wonderful and relaxed opportuni-

ty for Spanish speakers to practice their 
language skills. Participants should have 
some basic conversational skills to join the 
group. This is not a language class.

The Photo Angel with Kate Kelly
Saturday, August 19, at 11 a.m.

Attention family historians: the pur-
pose of this project is to document success 
stories and inspire others to search their 
dusty attic boxes for photos with identifi-
able information and join in the fun.

V
irtual Author Talks (register online)

Wednesday, August 23, at 8 p.m. – 
“The Mortal Instruments Series” by Cas-

sandra Clare
Wednesday, August 30, at 2 p.m. – “A 

Year Inside College Admissions” by Jeff 
Selingo

TEEN PROGRAMS 
(for ages 11-high school)

Teen Takeaways
Teens may sign-up once and receive a 

new “Takeaway” every month, a craft with 
all supplies and directions provided, as 
well as some other goodies in each bag. 
No monthly meetings or online meetings. 
Craft on your own time with no pressure 
or stress. This month’s Teen Takeaway 
features origami.

 
KIDS’ PROGRAMS

Reading Buddies with 
Duchess & Gwen

Duchess the Yorkshire terrier and 
Gwen the greyhound are reading ther-
apy dogs from Bright Spot Therapy 
Dogs. Kids in kindergarten and above can 
schedule a 15-minute time slot to read to 
one of them. Duchess will appear on Mon-
day, August 28, from 6-7 p.m., and Gwen 
will appear on  Wednesday, August 23, 
from 3:30-5 p.m.  Pre-registration is re-
quired. Parents or caretakers can sign their 
children up by calling the library at 413-
538-5045 or stopping into the library. If all 
time slots are filled, feel free to give infor-
mation for future visits.

Plains Elementary School
Guest Reader Storytime

Every  Thursday morning at 10:30 
a.m.  in the summer, the library will host 
a different Plains Elementary School ed-

ucator.
“We’ve been offering this for over 20 

years as a way for incoming Plains stu-
dents to get to know the staff or for former 
students to visit with a favorite educator,” 
the library released.

The story times are held on the library 
lawn, if weather permits.  Play time will 
immediately follow the story time. Parents 
also have an opportunity to speak with the 
Plains staff.

Story Time & Rhyme Time
Families are invited to Story Time ev-

ery  Monday and Thursday (with Plains 
School guest readers) at 10:30 a.m. for an 
assortment of picture books followed by 
an age-appropriate craft or other fun ac-
tivity. While geared for birth to age five, 
the library welcomes older children to par-
ticipate if desired. Join in the Storytime/
Craft Room.

The youngest patrons and their 
grownups are encouraged to come  to 
Rhyme Time every Tuesday morning at 
10:30 a.m. Participants can sing and dance 
during this interactive music-based pro-
gram. Children from birth through six will 
enjoy this fun activity. Depending on the 
weather, Rhyme Time takes place outdoors 
or in the Community Meeting Room.

CFCE Wednesday Playgroup
Wednesday mornings at 10:30  a.m., 

Dana from the Coordinated Family Com-
munity Engagement Program will present 
a fun-filled program with stories, games, 
circle time, music, and more for children 
from birth to five. Older siblings are al-
ways welcome to attend, too.

South Hadley Public Library announces August events Granby Police Logs
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 149 calls for 
the week of July 21 through July 27. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. The 
Granby Police Department provides all 
information.

Friday, Aug. 4
8:53 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 61MPH in a 
35MPH zone. The vehicle was stopped 
and the operator was issued a civil cita-
tion for speeding.

Sunday, Aug. 6
5:30 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 50MPH in a 
30MPH zone. The vehicle was stopped 
and the operator was issued a civil cita-
tion for speeding and not having a license 
in their possession.

Tuesday, Aug. 8
10:07 a.m. – A motorist reported that 

a vehicle struck a farm tractor. There 
were no injuries and responding officers 
completed an accident report.

Thursday, Aug. 10
1:56 p.m. – Several motorists report-

ed that a vehicle struck a utility pole. 
Granby Police and Fire responded. The 
operator was transported to the hospital 
with non-life-threatening injuries. The 
operator was issued a criminal citation 
for operating a motor vehicle with a sus-
pended MA driver’s license.

KIDS’ PROGRAMS
Story Stroll on the Library Lawn
Enjoy  “Whistle for Willie”  by Ezra 

Jack Keats while walking around the Gay-
lord property; new story coming soon.

Story Time for Kids
Every Friday, 10:30 a.m.

Come to the children’s room for sto-
ries and crafts.

Open Craft for Kids
Thursday, August 31, from 3-6 p.m.
Visit the children’s room and join 

Miss Janet for a special craft activity.

Family Outdoor Games
Saturday, August 19, 

from 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Join for some fun Saturday morning 

games on the library’s back lawn.

Lego Club for Kids
Thursday, August 24, from 3-6 p.m.
Build with Lego, for those who enjoy 

creating with various sizes and types of 
Lego bricks. Age 12 and under. No regis-
tration necessary.

LIBRARY from page 3

For more information or to 
adopt one of these pets, visit here-
todaysanctuary.org.

Rozwell
Currently a resident at the re-

gion’s “Here Today, Adopted To-
morrow” animal sanctuary, Rozwell 
is a 12-year-old domestic shorthair 
male seeking a permanent home 
through adoption.

Pigeon
This nine-year-old domestic 

longhair male is also being housed 
with HTAT. This guy enjoys hang-
ing out in a window enjoying the 
view or relaxing on a shelf. Courtesy Photos, HTAT

Rozell and Pigeon are two senior cats in the area looking for their “fur-ever” homes.

Adoptable Pets of the Week: Rozwell and Pigeon

SOUTH HADLEY – The town’s Fire 
District No. 2 has been awarded a Federal 
Homeland Security Assistance to Fire-

fighters Grant in the amount of $268,000.
These funds will be used for an air 

filling station and a new self-contained 

breathing apparatus, South Hadley Fire 
District No.2 released in a recent state-
ment.

SH Fire District No. 2 receives grant funding
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SPORTS
LUDLOW – The Granby girls summer soccer team 

fell 4-1 in the quarterfinals of the Pioneer Valley Sum-
mer Soccer League playoffs. The Rams were defeated by 
Ludlow in the B Division playoffs. They now turn their 
attention to the fall season, which begins next week.

Rams makes PVSSL quarterfinals

Jaidyn Roberge settles the ball and looks to pass. Kalli White heads up the field.

Mylin Laliberte-Witaszek socks a kick away. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Addison Scott dribbles up the field.

West showcased 
in boys soccer

BOSTON – In last month’s Bay State Games, the 
Western part of the state featured a boys soccer team 
showcased. Here is a look at how they fared in some 
of their matchups held July 6-9: The West would win 
the gold medal in the showcase.

In the gold medal match, the West won 3-2.
The Gold medal match saw powerhouse West face 

off against Central in what would be an exhilarating 
and heated match. West opened the scoring within 
the first minute of the match with a blast from Cole 
Bamford (Ludlow, Ludlow HS). West then went up 
2-0 with help from a penalty kick, expertly taken 
by  Mateo Balbino  (Ludlow, Ludlow HS). Swiftly 
followed by another goal to give them a command-
ing 3-0 lead. Central was able to crawl back within 
one with a strike from  Jovuan Mensah  (Worcester, 
Burncoat HS) and Kingston Mcgee  (Sutton, Sutton 
HS). West ended the showcase with a dominant 5-0 
record. Central ended with a 3-1-1 record.

The West started out the showcase with a 5-2 win 
over the Metro team.

West got on board first with a sensational strike 
from forward Brayden Marta (Ludlow, Suffield Acad-
emy). Followed by a hat trick of goals from Balbino. 
Down 4-0, Metro was able to get on the board with a 
tremendous effort from Oscar Martinez (Boston, East 
Boston HS) who scored both Metro goals to bring 
them within two. West then scored to make it 5-2 to 
capitalize on a dominant win in their first match. 

The West would go a perfect 6-0 in the showcase.

Foursomes needed for 
charity golf tournament

AGAWAM – Registration and signups are current-
ly open and underway for the Sixth Annual “Shoot 
Fore The Stars To Cure Cancer” Golf Tournament to 
benefit the Dana Farber Cancer Institute. In the first 
FIVE years we have raised over $15,000 for cancer 
research. The four-person scramble event will take 
place on Monday, Sept. 18 at Wintonbury Hills Golf 
Course in Bloomfield, CT. The event will be an 11 
a.m. shotgun start. There will be prizes up for grabs 
(Closest to Pin/Long Drive) along with a putting con-
test. Entry fee covers golf, lunch and dinner. Please 
contact ShootFOREtheStarstoCureCancer@gmail.
com  more information. We hope you can join us.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—While the Monson girls 
and the Ludlow boys soccer teams captured 
the Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer League 
A-Division titles for the third consecutive 
year, Westside Sports Shop also took home 
the women’s championship trophy for the 
third year in a row.

The second-seeded Westside Sports 
Shop outshot the sixth-seeded Celtic Grey 
for almost the entire match, but goalie Bri-
anna Kubik, who’s from Agawam, man-
aged to keep the contest scoreless until the 
penalty shootout. 

Westside goalie Emily Letendre made 
a couple of outstanding saves during the 
shootout and her team celebrated a 0-0 (3-1 
PK’s) win at Lusitano Stadium in Ludlow 
on Aug. 5.     

“I never expected this game to be so 
close,” said Westside Sports Shop coach 

Chris Andre. “Their goalie was outstand-
ing. She kept her team in the game during 
regulation and in overtime. Emily made a 
couple of saves in PK’s. We were finally 
able to score a couple of goals during the 
penalty shootout.”

Westside Sports Shop (9-2), which is 
also known as Andres, joined the presti-
gious summer league in 2021, They post-
ed a 4-0 shutout victory over fifth-seeded 
Here for Beer in last year’s championship 
match. They defeated the Lusitano Wom-
en, 2-1, in the 2021 finals.  

For her outstanding performance 
during the shootout, Letendre received the 
MVP Award following this year’s champi-
onship match. 

“It just feels amazing to win our third 
championship title in this summer league,” 
said Letendre, who’s from West Spring-
field. “We did beat Celtic during the reg-
ular season, but they wanted it as much as 
we did in tonight’s match.” 

Six of the Westside Sports Shop play-
ers played high school soccer for long-
time head coach Nundi Goncalves at 
Minnechaug Regional. They are Emily 
Howard, Chapin Jeannotte, Rhianna Ryan, 
Madison Sanborn, Katie Shea, and Gabby 
Williams. 

Several of the other players are from 
Ludlow, South Hadley, and Chicopee. 

“Most of the players on this team 
played on the same youth soccer teams,” 
Andre said. “Then they went their separate 
ways in high school and it’s very nice hav-
ing them back together again. It has been a 
lot of fun coaching them and I’m already 
looking forward to next season.” 

It was a history making day for Celtic 
Grey (4-6-1). They have been a member 
of the summer league for the past twenty 
years, but it was their first appearance in 
the women’s finals.   

Westside Sports Shop takes summer soccer title

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Katie Shea makes a quick pass.Please see SOCCER, page 8
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BAIL COMMISSIONERS NEEDED

EASTERN HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COURT JURISDICTION
The Massachusetts Trial Court hereby gives notice of the availability of one or more Bail Commissioner 
appointments for the Eastern Hampshire District Court located in Hampshire County. 

A Bail Commissioner is appointed by the Massachusetts Trial Court to make release and bail determinations for 
persons arrested when courts are closed (overnights, weekends and holidays.)  

PLEASE NOTE:  This is an appointment only. No salary or benefits are included but fees may be collected from the 
person in custody at the time of release. The base fee is $40.00.
Bail Commissioners are required to have reliable transportation in order to travel to the Eastern Hampshire District 
Court and the police departments located in Amherst, Belchertown, Granby, Hadley, Pelham, South Hadley and Ware.  
Proximity to the communities listed and familiarity with criminal law and procedures helpful. 

If you are interested in being considered for appointment please contact: 
CATHERINE M. COUGHLIN, ESQUIRE

STATE BAIL ADMINISTRATOR
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE TRIAL COURT

tcbail@jud.state.ma.us

The appointing authorities do not discriminate against any applicant because of race, color, sex, age, national origin, 
religion, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression, status as a veteran, basis of disability or any other 
federal, state or local protected class.

“We just wanted to keep this game 
close as long as we could,” said Celtic Grey 
coach Rob Galazka. “We played very well 
defensively in tonight’s game. We’re hop-
ing to make it back here again next year.”

One of the key defenders for Celtic 
Grey is Jennifer Galindo, who’s from Chi-
copee. 

Galazka has also been the women’s 
soccer coach at Holyoke Community Col-
lege for the past 19 years.

“I coached most of these players at 
HCC,” Galazka said. “It’s awesome coach-
ing them again in this league. It’s a lot of 
fun.”   

Celtic Grey peaked at the right time of 
the season.

“We ended the regular season with a 
shutout,” Galazka said. “Then we played 
the top three seeds in the playoffs, and they 
were all shutouts. The players just stepped 
up.”

Celtic Grey posted a 1-0 shutout versus 
the third-seeded Heat in the quarterfinals. 
They also posted a 1-0 win against the 
top-seeded W. Mass Extremes. 

The first shot of the shootout was taken 
by Westside’s Jocelyn Trajkovski, who’s 
from Ludlow. She fired a low shot into the 
right corner to give her team a 1-0 lead. 

Then Letendre made a save on the Celt-
ic Grey’s first shot.

After both teams hit the post in the sec-
ond round, Jeannotte stepped up to the line 
and fired a shot into the left corner giving 
her team a 2-1 lead. 

Galindo managed to put her team on the 
scoreboard, which sliced the deficit in half. 
It wound up being the only shot made by 
the Celtic Grey.

Following a goal by Olivia Crespo 
(Ludlow), Letendre made a diving save 
giving the Westside Sports Shop another 
championship title. 

The Westside players will be looking to 
four-peat next summer.       

www.newspapers.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

SOCCER from page 7

Madison Sanborn chases down a loose ball.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Emily Howard, of Wilbraham, takes a shot on goal.

LEFT: Nicole Callini makes a throw-in.

Olivia Crespo, of Ludlow, corrals the ball.

Jennifer Galindo sends a free kick away 
for Celtic Gray.

WINCHESTER, N.H. – Brian Chapin 
guided his fabled “Studebaker” Modified 
to victory Saturday night at Monadnock 
Speedway and, on the same card, Milton 
Duran topped the points-rich Late Model 
50-lap main event.

Bob Williams made it two in a row on 
the high banks in Mini Stock action, while 
Chelsea, VT’s Andrea St. Amour scored 
her first career Monadnock victory in the 
Pure Stocks. Young Gun Owen Zilinski 
made it a hat trick season with his third 
youth division feature win of the summer.

In support card action, Doug Meservey 
held off a storming Rob Richardi in the 
Pro 4 Modified feature, and Jason Pomfry 
romped to victory in a North East Mini 
Cup Series 15-lapper.

Chapin and last week’s winner Tyler 
Leary led the NHSTRA Modifieds to the 

green to get their 40-lap main underway, 
with Chapin jumping all over the lead. 
And while the popular Palmer, Mass. pilot 
would lead all the way; he’d never in all 40 
laps had an inch of breathing room.

Both Nate Wenzel and JT Cloutier had 
All Star runs at Chapin’s back bumper but 
he ran a perfect line the entire distance to 
earn the win. Wenzel, a two-time 2023 
winner and the current points leader fin-
ished second, with Cloutier impressive in 
his second straight podium finish.

With a boatload of points and cash on 
the line, Saturday’s Late Model 50-lapper 
drew an All Star cast. Teddy Bear Pools 
2023 Triple Crown, NHSTRA Battle for 
The Belt, and Monadnock Speedway sea-
sonal champ points were all up for grabs, 
with leaders Geoff Rollins, Milton Duran, 
and Tim Wenzel, respectively, all in the 

house.
Wenzel set fast time atop the 23-car 

field, but Duran drew the pole. Rollins 
started sixth. Duran led the first 15 laps, 
then giving way to Chris Buffone on the 
third of what would become eight total 
restarts. Duran would then drift back to 
seventh. 

Rollins, aboard probably the fastest car 
in the field, took charge on lap 33. Wen-
zel was whacked out of the top three on 
the 41st go-round, with Rollins then railed 
from the lead just moments later, the sec-
ond time he’d been taken out. And who 
was patiently waiting in the wings? Duran.

He took charge again on lap 41, bring-
ing potent Matt Sonnhalter with him, and 
held strong to score his third consecutive 
Battle for The Belt series victory .Sonnhal-
ter finished at his bumper in second, with 

strong and steady Billy Clement Jr. third 
on the night.

Andrew Brousseau came home fourth, 
with Rollins’ second charge through 
the field netting him fifth, while Wenzel 
stormed back for sixth.

Kevin Clayton, from row two, led the 
first 15 laps of the Mini Stock main, but 
rocket man Bob Williams then sailed past 
him in turn two and sped off to his sec-
ond Monadnock victory in as many weeks. 
Clayton held strong in second, with top 
points man Louie Maher coming home 
third on the night, just ahead of the Sontag 
siblings, Cameron and Chris.

Hot shoe Jimmy Zellman took the lead 
from Dominick Stafford on lap two of 
the Pure Stock 25, holding the point until 

Chapin picks up Modified win at Monadnock

Please see RACE, page 9
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Sports

SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 

Peter Edge 532-5764
www.edgetreeservice.com TFN

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 

Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

Andrea St. Amour took over on a lap 18 
restart. A lap later, Zach Zilinski moved 
up to second but came up one spot shy of 
duplicating his younger brother Owen’s 
earlier Young Gun win.

Zellman, strong all night, joined St. 
Amour and Zilinski on the podium, with 
Chris Davis and Colton Martin rounding 
out the top five. Davis’ one position advan-
tage left he and Martin deadlocked atop 
the points parade at the end of the night.

Owen Zilinski led all the way in the 
Young Guns 15-lapper, earning his third 
victory lap of the summer. Markus O’Neil 
was solid in second, and Kailyn Hubbard 
earned the third-place trophy just ahead of 
her sister Cambri.        

Pro 4 super star Rob Richardi was 
bounced off the frontchute wall at the drop 
of the green and then made a rock star 
effort to charge back to the winner’s cir-
cle, coming up just short of winner Doug 
Meservey, who’d taken the lead from Jack 
Dumas on lap five.

With Meservey victorious, Richar-
di, Dumas, Justin Faford and Kurt Les-
ter made up the top five in the fast-paced 
event.

Monadnock Speedway returns to ac-

tion next Saturday, August 19, when a 
large field of NHSTRA Modifieds will 
square off in twin feature events atop a full 
card of racing on the high-banked speed-
plant.

 
Monadnock Speedway

 August 12 Unofficial Top Tens
NHSTRA MODIFIED: Brian Chap-

in, Nate Wenzel, JT Cloutier, Scott Zilins-
ki, Tyler Leary, Joel Belanger, Andy Ma-
jor, Kimmy Rivet, Kyle Boniface, Adam 
Lapoint.

NHSTRA LATE MODEL, 50-LAP: 
Milton Duran, Matt Sonnhalter, Billy 
Clement Jr., Andrew Brousseau, Geoff 
Rollins, Tim Wenzel, JD Stockwell, Rob-
ert Hagar, Chris Buffone, Hillary Renaud.

MINI STOCK: Bob Williams, Kevin 
Clayton, Louie Maher, Cameron Sontag, 
Chris Sontag, Erin Aiken, Nolan McClay, 
Jake Puchalski, David Pratt, Skyler Ship-
pee, Pat Houle.

PURE STOCK: Andrea St. Amour, 
Zach Zilinski, Jimmy Zellman, Chris Da-
vis, Colton Martin, Chris Chambers, Tea-
gan Edson, Dominick Stafford, Tim Taft, 
Aaliyah Tacy.

YOUNG GUN: Owen Zilinski, 
Markus O’Neil, Kailyn Hubbard, Cambri 
Hubbard, Sofia Rego, Addison Brooks, 
Madison Cousino, Hunter Duquette.

GARDEN from page 4

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame announced four 
benches that will be installed in the Na-
ismith Coaches Circle. Sylvia Hatchell, 
Rollie Massimino, Tom Young, and Kay 
Yow, will be honored with a bench ded-
ication ceremony on Saturday, August 12 
at 2:00 PM EST in the MassMutual Gal-
lery at the Hall of Fame.

The Naismith Coaches Circle pro-
gram was first launched in 2015 and is the 
brainchild of Hall of Famers John Calipa-
ri, Jerry Colangelo, and Geroge Raveling. 
The intent of the program is to pay tribute 
to basketball’s first coach, Dr. James Na-
ismith, and the core values Dr. Naismith 
instilled in his players – teamwork, deter-
mination, self-respect, leadership, initia-
tive, and perseverance. He believed these 
principles to be the foundation by which 
young men and women should play the 
game and conduct their lives. 

The Coaches Circle features a sculp-
ture created by Master Sculptor Brian 
Hanlon, dedicated to celebrating Dr. Na-
ismith. Additionally, it showcases gran-
ite benches on a recognition platform, 
paying tribute to coaches who share the 
same core values of teaching, nurturing, 
and mentoring their players on the court, 
while offering perspective off the court. 

An interactive Coaches Circle video is 
exhibited on the second floor of the muse-
um, which allows coaches to share their 
personal stories and honor those in their 
lives who inspired them.

Through the Coaches Circle Program 
Legacy Initiative, coaches are honored 
posthumously by either one individual or 
a group of individuals. Honorees include 
Denny Crum, Bill Fitch, Cotton Fitzsim-
mons, Dave Gavitt, John MacLeod, Dean 
Smith, Jim Valvano, and John Wooden, 
among others.

Coaches honored during 
Hall of Fame weekend

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Thun-
derbirds general manager Kevin Maxwell 
announced today that Jeff Jordan has been 
promoted to Manager of Hockey Opera-
tions.

Previously the Thunderbirds’ Video 
Coach and Team Services Coordinator, 
Jordan will continue his work with the 
coaching staff in the video department 
during the 2023-24 season.

“Jeff has deservedly earned this pro-
motion through hard work, loyalty, and his 
dedication to the Thunderbirds on both the 

hockey and business side,” said Maxwell. 
“He is a tireless worker with a wonderful 
personality, making him a terrific conduit 
between players, management, and the 
front office. We look forward to seeing 
him continue to excel in the future.”

Jordan joined the St. Louis Blues’ AHL 
affiliate in 2019 when he was hired by the 
San Antonio Rampage as the team’s vid-
eo coach. Before starting his professional 
career, Jordan served as an assistant coach 
with the OHL’s Ottawa 67’s in 2014-15 
and 2015-16.

T-Birds name new operations manager By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

REGION - The Gun Owners’ Action 
League visited Nenameseck Sports-
men’s Club this past Saturday, to meet 
with people concerned about how their 
rights will be affected by proposed bill 
HD.4420.

Jim Wallace, executive director of 
GOAL, was joined by his wife Holly 
and members of the Club to discuss the 
new mandates and restrictions outlined 
in the 140-page proposal entitled “An 
Act Modernizing Firearms Laws.”

Wallace and others at GOAL said 
the bill should be called the “Lawful 
Citizens Imprisonment Act,” as the 
changes proposed to existing gun laws 
do more to place limitations on lawful 
gun owners than address gun violence, 
he said.

He said if the bill is passed into law, 
violent crimes could increase, and citi-
zens would be limited in how they can 
protect themselves.

Wallace said GOAL is made up of 
five members, and they rely on volun-
teers such as the members of the Club, 
to help them share information about 
the possible impacts the changes in 
HD.4420 could have. 

“Thanks to people like Calvin [Club 
President Calvin Cieslak], I just attend,” 
Wallace said of the information session.

In addition to distributing informa-
tion about HD.4420, GOAL also of-
fered lawn signs and stickers to those 
opposed to the bill to make their voices 
heard. The Club provided three differ-
ent copies of petitions that people could 
sign, if they agreed with the statements 
contained therein.

These petitions will be sent to the 
Joint Committee on Public Safety and 
Homeland Security, the Joint Commit-
tee on Children, Families and Persons 

with Disabilities and the Joint Commit-
tee on the Judiciary. 

Wallace said the entire bill is prob-
lematic, and it’s hard to focus on just 
one or two of its proposed changes. 

He compiled a list of concerns re-
garding new training requirements, 
including a written exam of unknown 
content; injury prevention and harm 
reduction education; active shooter and 
emergency response training when law-
ful gun owners are not allowed to carry 
in most places under this bill; applica-
ble laws relating to the use of force; 
de-escalation and disengagement tac-
tics; and live firearms training—to be 
determined by the State Police.

Other concerns involved new man-
dates and restrictions, such as mandato-
ry registration of all individual firearms, 
receivers, frames, barrels and feeding 
devices; bans the possession of a gun on 
any property without permission; dras-
tically changes the assault weapon laws 
to include things like a semi-automatic 
hunting shotgun with a pistol grip; man-
dates the registration and serialization 
of all feeding devices of any kind; bans 
anyone under age 15 from handling any 
type of semi-automatic rifle or shotgun; 
bans anyone under age 15 from training 
or shooting sports; a frame, receiver and 
barrel would separately be considered 
to be a firearm and each piece has to 
be registered and serialized; essentially 
bans hunting on private property; any 
changes, such as a sight or repairs to a 
gun, must be approved by the state prior 
to any modifications; and a new defini-
tion of “secured locked container” that 
must be able to deter all but the most 
persistent from gaining access.

Cieslak said one of his big concerns 
focuses on prohibiting youth under age 
15 from attending firearms training or 

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
The Gun Owners’ Action League joined members of Nenameseck Sportsmen’s 
Club to share information about their concerns with proposed bill HD.4420, “An 
Act Modernizing Firearms Laws.” Shown seated from left are Calvin Cieslak, Holly 
Wallace and Jim Wallace; and standing from left are Kevin Lizotte and Bob Lamb.

GOAL joins sportsmen 
at gun law petition event

Please see GOAL, page 11
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE!!!! SEA-
SONED HARDWOOD ONLY 
$200.00 PER CORD PICKED UP IN 
BELCHERTOWN! LIMITED DELIV-
ERY AVAILABLE FOR FEE. CON-
TACT (413)977-4021

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

LIBERTY MAID SERVICE Save time 
while adding a little luxury to your 
life. Affordable. Reliable. High quality. 
Personalized/ always have the same 
person who you can trust! Residential 
and/or business cleaning. Debra 413-
592-4925

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly mowing and 
yard maintenance

Landscape installation and restoration
Hedge trimming, pruning,

and mulching.  Schedule fall lawn 
overseeding and repair

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial and Residential

S&S LANDSCAPING  
Residential and Commercial

Yard clean ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair, fertilizing, mulch, stone, hedge 
trimming, planting. Free estimates, Ful-
ly licensed and insured.

You’ll like us mower
413-240-1992

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! 
Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom,339-832-5682.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413)344-
6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

MOTORCYCLES
HARLEY DAVIDSON FXSTC 91 
SOFTTAIL,  BLUE, DIAMOND 
CUT HEADS 46,000 Original miles, 
many extras including stock parts, new 
carburetor, always garaged $4,500.00 
call Mike (413)547-8755

FOR RENT
$900 LUDLOW. Utilities included. 
Quiet, cozy, 1 bedroom, 1 full bath w/
small kitchen/living room. Easy access 
to Mass Pike, parking, laundry on-
site. No smoking, no pets. 413-543-
3062.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

TWO BEDROOM APT., Bristol 
State Apts., 181 State Street, Ludlow. 
Central heat, AC. Includes stove, re-
frigerator, washer/dryer hookups. No 
smoking. No pets. 413-315-0368.

SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
TO THE SELECTMEN AND 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

The Town of Hampden seeks qualified applicants for 
the position of Administrative Assistant to the Board 

of Selectmen and Town Administrator.  The successful 
candidate will perform highly diversified duties in 
support of the Selectmen and Town Administrator.  

Effective communication skills, computer literacy and 
the ability to operate office equipment are required.  

Standard job requirements and a job description may 
be found online at www.hampdenma.gov. 

Send resumes to 
Robert Markel at 625 Main Street, Hampden 01036 

or email (preferred) at townadmin@hampdenma.gov 
by August 23.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

SERVICES

Classified Advertising
DEADLINES
QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN

FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY
AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Public Notices

CLUES ACROSS
1. Civil rights 

organization
5. Calendar month (abbr.)
8. Monetary unit of 

Burma
11. Twyla __, US dancer
13. Everything included
14. “Antman” actor Rudd
15. Italian city
16. Nowhere to be found
17. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
18. Turkish officer
20. Perform on stage
21. Ribosomal 

ribonucleic acid
22. Canadian coastal 

provinces
25. Furnishes anew
30. Edible mollusk
31. No seats available
32. Garden figurine
33. Two-legged support
38. Rest here please 

(abbr.)
41. In a silly way

43. One from the Golden 
State

45. Photographers
48. Native religionn in 

parts of China
49. Dickens character
50. Brodway actress 

Daisy
55. Ancient Greek sophist
56. Undivided
57. Daniel __, French 

composer
59. Nocturnal S. 

American rodent
60. Rusty
61. Jewish spiritual 

leader
62. Patti Hearst’s captors
63. Popular global 

holiday (abbr.)
64. Tall, slender plant

CLUES DOWN
1. Defunct US energy 

company
2. Fellow
3. It’s issued from 

volcanoes
4. Type of acid
5. Winged nut
6. Arouses
7. Things are served 

on it
8. San Diego ballplayer
9. Currency and a 

Chinese dynasty
10. __ mater, one’s 

school
12. Exclamation that 

denotes disgust
14. Hairstyle
19. Supreme ancient 

Egyptian god
23. They __
24. Connecting line on 

a map
25. Mock
26. One point north of 

due east
27. Chinese 

philosophical 
principle

28. Type of tree
29. Persuade to do 

something
34. A place for travelers 

to rest
35. National Gallery of 

Art designer
36. Panamaniaan 

province
37. Field force unit 

(abbr.)
39. Whalers’ tool
40. Simply
41. Nigerian City
42. Not one
44. Obstruct
45. Political plot
46. Manila hemp plant
47. Dough made from 

corn flour
48. Fishes by letting the 

bob fly
51. Swiss river
52. Plant that makes 

gum
53. A French abbot
54. One point east of 

northeast
58. Get free of

LEGAL NOTICE
Chuck It Self Storage
Self Storage Facility 

Public Auction
On Saturday, September 

2, 2023 at 10:00 A.M., at the 
premises of Chuck It Self 
Storage, 346 East St., South 
Hadley, MA 01075, the con-
tents of the following units, 
consisting of personal prop-
erty, will be sold at Public 
Auction to satisfy the lien 
of the storage operator. This 
sale is held pursuant to  and 
under the authority of Chap. 
105A, Sec. 4 of the M.G.L. 
Sales to be PAID IN CASH  
ONLY at the time of the sale.  
Contents to be removed off 
the premises within 48 hours.

Paul Dalton B-36, D-19, 
A-34
08/18, 08/25/2023

Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under

G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A 
Notice is hereby given by 

Mark’s Garage, 423 East 
State St., Granby, MA, 
pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L. C. 255, section 39A, 
on September 5, 2023 at a 
private auction the following 
motor vehicles will be sold 
to satisfy the garage keeper’s 
lien thereon for storage, tow-
ing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said 
vehicles: 

2006 Harley Davidson FLHX
VIN:1HD1KBW186Y658670
Leo Hooben
775 East Falmouth Hwy 325
East Falmouth, MA 02536

2008 Mazda 3

VIN: JM1BK324381860453
Leah Wachtelhausen
30 Saddle Road
Wolcott, CT 06716

2003 Toyota Corrolla
VIN: 2T1BR32E03C165310
Marinalva Ribeiro Silva
55 Gilmore Street 
Chicopee, MA 01013

1997 Yamaha Bike
VIN: JYA3ALE07VA061878
Donald Pelkey
24 Western Ave.
Westfield, MA 01085

2007 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCM56447A224743
Greg Daviau
36 Ashton Lane 
South Hadley, MA 01075

2005 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCM56806A049540
Olivia Nadile
20 South View Street
Meriden, CT 06451

2003 Dodge 2500
VIN: 3D7KU28D53G837932
Sarah Jayne Petrin
519 East River St., Lot 37A
Orange, MA 01364

1999 Ford F250
VIN: 1FTNX21F8XEC69683
Jordan Burnham
28 Pinedale Road
Athol, MA 01331

2010 Toyota Yarus
VIN: JTDJT4K31A5321897
Iribarne Gonzalo
109 Grape St., Apt. H
Chicopee, MA 01013

1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse
VIN: 4A3AK44Y4WE106188

Jorge Negron
6 Berrinton Drive
Springfield, MA 01129

1999 Honda Accord
VIN:1HGCG6652XA095617
Miguel Fernze
121 North Main St., Apt. D3
Belchertown, MA 01007

1993 Chevy Van
VIN:2GBEG25K2P4103350
Reinaldo Cruze
20 School St., Apt. 2
Holyoke, MA 01040

2008 Mazda CX-9
VIN: JM3TB38V480129628
Betsaida Vargas-Garciua
73 Eleanor Road
Springfield, MA 01108
08/18, 08/25, 09/01/2023

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

TAR
GET

ED 
MA

RKE
TIN

G
LOC

AL 
RES

ULT
S

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

sanctioned sports, as the Club has a highly compet-
itive and skilled junior rifle league, coached by Bob 
Lamb.

One of the league members, Zuzu Demetrius, 
went on to compete in the Olympics, and has recent-
ly graduated from the State Police Academy.

Lamb said she is the second junior rifle league 
member to become a State Trooper. 

If HD.4420 were to pass, Cieslak said, it would 
limit hunting and the resulting money raised through 
licensing to benefit state conservation efforts. 

According to mass.gov, MassWildlife [Divi-
sion of Fisheries and Wildlife] “is primarily funded 
through the sale of hunting, freshwater fishing, and 
trapping licenses, permits, and stamps, in addition to 
dedicated federal funds from the Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration Program…All funds from freshwa-
ter fishing, hunting, and trapping licenses and dedi-
cated federal funds go directly into the Inland Fish 
and Game Fund, which can only be used for admin-
istering programs by MassWildlife.”

“This bill is so overwhelming,” Cieslak said. 
“This is a civil rights violation, it’s not a gun bill. 
That’s our fight…it turns law-abiding citizens into 
criminals.”

HD.4420 is currently on hold until the fall.
Wallace encouraged citizens to continue voicing 

opposition of this bill, as the hold is only a delay.
Signs opposing HD.4420 are available locally at 

the following locations: Nenameseck Sportsmen’s 
Club, 75 West Ware Road, Palmer; Nick’s Sport 
Shop, 1029 Park St., Palmer; Bearded Arms, 1880 
Memorial Drive, Chicopee; Down Range Sports, 
590 Summer St., Barre; MB Sporting Goods, 51A 
Glenn St., Three Rivers; and Fairview Sportsmens 
Club, 280 Carver St., Granby.

For more information about GOAL, visit goal.
org.

GOAL from page 9
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HOME HEATING

TREE WORK

LAWN & GARDEN

OVERHEAD DOORS ROOFING

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local
HOME PROs
mmcgarrett@turley.com

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 

mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 • Est. 1945

YOUR YOUR 
LOCAL LOCAL 

TRUSTED TRUSTED 
RELIABLERELIABLE

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE Call Today for  Professional Installation 

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Wells Cargo 

Enclosed 
Trailers & 
Karavan 

Utility 
Trailers

TRAILER SALES

Think you need a new roof? Think again!
ASK ABOUT ROOFMAXX
Shingle Rejuvenating Treatment

536-5955 ▼ www.1800newroof.net

THE FIRE PLACE

3390274

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE. 
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a 
variety of environmentally friendly fuels, while the 
Harman brand defines versatility, dependability and 
quality. More heat, better temperature control, and the 
strongest warranty in the industry are just a few exclusive 
features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST FARMERS SUPPLY
320 South Pleasant St, Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON FARMERS SUPPLY
43 River St (off Rte 10) Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd (Rtes 5 & 10) Whately, MA

413-397-3463 • M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

TO SET UP YOUR STOVE
CLEANING SERVICE FOR NEXT SEASON!

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE. 
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a variety 

of environmentally friendly fuels, while the Harman brand defines 
versatility, dependability and quality. More heat, better temperature 

control and the strongest warranty in the industry are just a few 
exclusive features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST 
FARMERS SUPPLY

320 South Pleasant Street, 
Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON 
FARMERS SUPPLY

43 River Street (off Rte. 10) 
Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10) 

Whately, MA
413-397-3463 

M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

3382198

100 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10), 
Whately, MA

413-397-3463 
 thef ireplacema.com 

T-F 9-5 • Sat. 8-4

Your Harman Your Harman 
HeadquartersHeadquarters

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

GLASS

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request


