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Community meeting centers on school funding

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY -
Town Administrator Lisa
Wong and Superintendent
Jennifer Voyik discussed the
new school initiatives during
the Community Meeting on
Aug. 1. Voiced concerns over
the school budget in light of
recent cuts were heavy on the
minds of townsfolk during the
proceedings.

“It doesn’t mean that’s
it’s going to cut in half or
disappear,” Town Adminis-
trator Lisa Wong said as she
addressed public concerns of
further potential budget cuts.
“But we want to make sure
that we are providing the ser-
vices that our students need
and we’re doing it an efficient
way.”

Wong referenced previous
public meetings when she
discussed potential ways to

raise revenue and mentioned
the hiring of a new vocational
director, which was “part of
the strategic positions” ap-
proved during the previous
town meeting.

“So, that person is start-
ing on Monday,” Wong said.
“They come from a vocation-
al technical school and have a
lot of experience.”

Wong stated they were
“excited” for the new hire’s
onboarding and stated they

already offered ideas on ways
to “increase Chapter 74 mon-
ey coming in” with other pro-
posed plans to also increase
Chapter 70 revenue. Chapter
74 refers to the Massachusetts
general law which governs
state-approved vocational
technical education programs,
while Chapter 70 relates to
the primary program used to
secure state funding for pub-
lic elementary and secondary
schools.

“The piece about voca-
tion schools is one where
it’s a win-win because you
are actually bringing in more
dollars and it’s making finan-
cial sense,” School Superin-
tendent Jennifer Voyik said.
“You’re also aligning educa-
tion to student needs.”

Voyik explained she saw
a lot of “other areas” where
other schools had been doing
“the same thing” and cited
specialized transportation as

an example. She stated the
town “made a big investment
a few years ago” to buy vehi-
cles for the local district.
“My understanding is
that’s improved service,” Vo-
yik said. “It has also been a
huge expense saver for us.”
She mentioned the deci-
sion saved “over a million
dollars a year” as the town
doesn’t have to outsource its

Please see FUNDING, page 9

Operatlon Backpack
r—/;mw
Chamber’s networkmg event

South-’Hac;ley hosted the
annual networ_kmg event

[ - -'-...-n.-; A L

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY -
Brunelle’s Marina in South
Hadley hosted the August
After Five networking event
organized by the Amherst
Chamber of Commerce.
The annual multi-chamber
event included drinks, food,
speeches from local com-
munity businesses, live mu-
sic and river cruises on the
restaurant’s ship; the Lady
Bea.

“This is a traditional
event that the Chamber has
done in partnership with
the South Hadley Granby
Chamber for the past several
years,” said Executive Di-
rector of the Amherst Area
Chamber of Commerce Ja-
cob Robinson.

This year’s event added
a new chamber to the event,
the West of the River Cham-
ber of Commerce, which
represents Western Spring-
field and Agawam. The di-
rector stated he was “really
excited” about bringing
more folks into the area to

Please see EVENT, page 5
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Ambherst Chamber of Commerce Director of Sales Robin Brown, Director of the South
Hadley-Granby Chamber of Commerce Cody Goncalves and Marketing & Events
Goordinator Polia Potochevska.

Cultural Gouncil hosting movie night

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - The Granby
Cultural Council is hosting
a free movie night on Au-
gust 28 at Cindy’s Drive-In
campus. The large outdoor
screen will be playing “In-
diana Jones and the Raiders
of the Lost Arc” in the field
behind the town famous ice
cream stand. Cultural Coun-
cil chair Joanna Delphia rec-
ommends attendees bring
blankets, lawn chairs and
friends.

“Showtime is 8 p.m. We’ll
have a booth up for about

an hour,” Delphia said and
mentioned later the booth
opening will be at 7 p.m. “Of
course, we’ll be taking dona-
tions but again, the event is
free for the public.”

The movie night is one
of many events in the works
for the council, who strives
to put Granby on the map as
both a cultural epicenter and
alocal tourist attraction. The
events are designed to not
only bring more eyes to the
town but to increase aware-
ness around the Cultural
Council.

“I think we wanted to do
something that was family

friendly,” Delphia said when
asked why they chose the
iconic movie as the night’s
screening. “It’s an outdoor
movie night so there may be
noise, but I think so many
people have seen this film
that it won’t be a problem for
people to miss little parts or
if they have to get up and get
an ice cream.”

Delphia stated the well-
known film was a way to pull
people in and get townsfolk
more involved with the wider
community. She expressed
her desire to have original
and different events in town
other than the usual band

music nights or other tradi-
tional outdoor concerts.

“We want to try to at-
tract other artists, maybe
have more ideas of what to
do outside,” Delphia said.
The chair stated she want-
ed to have more “diversity”
in the Council’s offerings,
“maybe more diverse cultur-
al events” as a supplement to
more traditional planned out-
ings. She cited plays as one
potential fun offering for the
community and expressed a
desire for more venues with-
in town limits.

Please see MOVIE, page 9

Town Administrator
provides updates on
West St. building

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - The Gran-
by Select Board gathered
on Aug. 10 to discuss recent
town developments. Town
Administrator Ron Aponte
announced the senior center
parking lot was undergoing
some ceiling maintenance,
which is scheduled to occur
either by the weekend of
Aug. 15 or should “Mother
Nature not cooperate,” on the
weekend of Aug. 22.

“Just as a heads up,

there’ll be no parking in here
just in case someone wants to
come in and do some work
over the weekend,” Aponte
said and mentioned building
inspector concerns regarding
information not being sub-
mitted to them “in the correct
format or on a timely enough
basis.”

Aponte expressed intent
to organize a meeting be-
tween the Board of Assessors
and the building inspector to
“make sure everyone was on

Please see UPDATES, page 5

Granby Food Mobile
fights food scarcity

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - The Food
Mobile on Aug. 14 was held
at Church of Christ Congre-
gational. The mobile com-
bats food scarcity within the
region, providing donated
food to struggling families
who came prepared with re-
usable shopping bags.

“How it mainly got start-
ed is with the Granby to Go
program,” said Granby to
Go Program Manager Judy
DeLong. “We noticed in
November, when the govern-
ment shut down, that families
were struggling even more
than what they usually were.”

DeLong reached out to
Granby to Go volunteers
and non-profit organization
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors to help “put something
together.” The first mobile

was coordinated in Novem-
ber and was held at Kellogg
Hall. She described the ini-
tial service as “like a drive-
through.”

“We noticed that also in
the community, there were a
lot of elderly that were also in
need of food,” DeLong said.

“It’s been a blessing to
many in the community,”’
said Granby Church of Christ
Christian Education Director
and Co-Chair of Missions
Tasondra Jardine. Jardine
also is the co-president of
both the Neighbors Helping
Neighbors and Granby to
Go’s boards. “We average
providing food to between 40
to 48 families per mobile in
an hour.”

According to Jardine,
the organizations are sis-
ter pantries which have

Please see MOBILE, page 2

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
Granby to Go coordinators pose in front of generous food
donations.
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come together to provide
food and volunteers for the
event, which occur every
two weeks. DelLong called
the partnership a “win-win
situation.” Granby food mo-
biles occur every two weeks,
where families in need may

only goal is to reach more
people. As she reflected on
how the food mobile contin-
ues to address the scarcity
gaps within the community,
she strives to ensure no one
has to make a difficult choice
between eating and paying
their bills.

“We are there to help them

make sure they get something

receive food after answering o> DeLong said. “Like

a few basic questions.
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I said, we want to reach as
many people as we can in the
community...because  then
we’re making sure people are
getting food; so now, people
don’t have to spend that ex-
tra money and they can pay
the electric bill, or pay their
mortgage or put gas in their

EE)

car.

“We take stats to see how
many people are coming
through, which just gives us
a good idea of who we’re
feeding,” DeLong said. “We
do not ask them any personal
information. That is not for
us to do.”

The program started out
slow until a massive boom in
January. Ever since the start
of the year, DelLong stated
the mobile was “in full force”
and attributes the growth to
word of mouth advertising.
The donated food is sourced
through food drives, commu-
nity donations and earmark
grants provided by the state.
DeLong credited recent grant
windfalls to state represen-
tatives Mindy Domb and
Homar Gomesz.

“We noticed the families
need the real basics, like the
dairy, the meats and every-
thing else,” DeLong said
when asked about what was
provided by the food mobile.
“We get milk, we get cheese,
we will get yogurt, we will
get meats.”

The night’s offerings also
included peanut butter, jelly
and bread. Volunteers from
the church’s Youth Group and
Missions Board helped with
food distribution, along with
volunteers from the Granby
Council on Aging.

“It means a lot,” DeLong
said when asked what the
program meant to her. “It’s
seeing that kids succeed in
school by having a full stom-
ach. I have elderly family
members and, seeing that
they’re also getting fed, that’s
really important too.”

As the program continues
to grow, DeLong stated her

campus.

Rebelle
Rebe

eager volunteer.

The food mobile is housed on Church of Christ Gongregatlonal

Rebealle
Robel

Zucchini, asparagus and red peppers presented in front of an

Volunteers ready themselves for service W|th Select Board membr Mark Bail.
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Property Maintenance & Improvements

Excavation ¢ Underground Utilities
Water  Sewer e Septic ® Drainage
Grading ¢ Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 ® Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ® South Hadley
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THE ROADHOUSE

178 Federal St.
Belchertown

@ theroadhousecafe (413) 323-6175
(©) theroadhousecafe.belchertownma
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Breakfast, Lunch & Specials
Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

PRICES IN RED
Py ARE AT OR BEL
rLAST YEAR’S PRICES!
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: ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS
: POOLS & HOT TUBS REMOVED

I Support Small Business, Keep Money Local
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BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL
Family owned and

I
I operated since 1950 537‘5090 I

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

« Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
« First-Rate Used Auto Parts

M
« Top-Grade Auto Body Parts t‘,’,';eé’p‘:,'}
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us for All
Vehicles

“Serving all of Western Mass.”

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

dventure fours of | varren 3§

Shurc th 1rcwith us!

May 4'13, 2027 iy

Sept. 26 ...... Pickity Place Lunch.........

Nov. 7.......... Great Gatsby at PPAC $165
Dec.5 .......... Vermont Country Store with Lunch........ $175
March 1....... 12-Night Caribbean Cruise........... from $2499
March 8-14.. Charleston, Savannah, Jekyll Island.....$4149
May 23......... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise................ from $1799

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com
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Fatal crash involving

Sept. 1 State Primary/Special

Sharing
Town Election Information

electric scooter under

Investigation

SOUTH HADLEY —
On Monday, Aug. 10 at ap-
proximately 9:15 p.m., first
responders were dispatched
to the area of Willimansett
Street and Hollywood Street
in South Hadley following
a report of a motor vehicle
crash.

A preliminary investiga-
tion indicates that an electric
scooter and a Hyundai sedan
collided in the breakdown
lane while the Hyundai was
traveling northbound on Wil-
limansett Street.

The 19-year-old male op-
erator of the electric scooter
was transported to Baystate
Medical Center for evalua-
tion and treatment. He was
pronounced deceased at the
hospital on Tuesday. The
Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner will determine the
cause and manner of death.

The 17-year-old male
operator of the Hyundai re-
mained at the scene. Contrary
to some reports, this incident
was not a “hit and run.”

The crash remains under
investigation by the Mas-
sachusetts State Police De-
tective Unit assigned to the
Northwestern District Attor-
ney’s Office, the Massachu-
setts State Police Collision
Analysis and Reconstruction
Section, the Massachusetts
State Police Crime Scene
Services Section and the
South Hadley Police Depart-
ment.

The Town extends its
deepest condolences to the
family and loved ones of the
young man who died. We
recognize that this devastat-
ing event will have a lasting
impact on the lives of all in-
volved.

Fire and Water study
group offers update

SOUTH HADLEY - A
Study Group, consisting of
South Hadley residents, for-
mer and current personnel,
and governance leaders from
Fire and Water Districts 1 and
2 has been meeting over the
past two months. The group
has reviewed previous merg-
er study reports, conducted a
SWOT Analysis (Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities,
and Threats) based on current
operations and a potential
merger, and is embarking on
developing a business plan
“mock-up” of what a South
Hadley merger might look
like. In addition, the group is
seeking best practices devel-
oped by other Massachusetts

municipalities that have con-
ducted mergers.

The South Hadley Fire
and Water Study Group
was organized in response
to current town budgetary
challenges and a town-wide
2024 non-binding referen-
dum that favored exploring
a merger. Meetings are open
to the public. An upcoming
meeting will be held Aug.
26 at 6 p.m. at the South
Hadley Public Library. The
Study Group will continue to
provide ongoing updates of
their work. For more infor-
mation, contact Study Group
Chair, Christine Phillips,
caphill33@gmail.com, 413-
531-1063.

SOUTH HADLEY—Not
sure if you are registered
to vote in the State Prima-
ry/Special Town Election?
Check your registration on-
line at: https://www.sec.state.
ma.us/ovr/

Saturday, August 22 is
the last day to register to vote
in the State Primary/Special
Town Election

If you requested a mail-
in ballot by the deadline, all
ballots MUST be received
by 8 pm on election day,
September 1st. Please allow
5-7 days to mail your ballot
or drop it off in the Election
Drop-Box behind Town Hall.

Tuesday, August 25th is
the last day to apply to vote
by mail in the State Primary/
Special Town Election

Track the status of your
mail-in ballot here: https://

www.sec.state.ma.us/Where-
DoIVoteMA/TrackMyBallot

In-person early voting
will take place August 22nd
and August 24th-28th. All
in-person early voting will
take place in the Town
Clerk’s office.

Have questions about vot-
ing in South Hadley or want
to view sample ballots for the
September 1st elections? Vis-
it the Town Clerk’s election
website: https://southhadley.
org/620/Elections

Please note that any
links work best when opened
directly within your web
browser.

Please direct any ques-
tions, comments, or concerns
to the Town Clerk’s office at
413-538-5030, ext. 6183, or
elections @southhadleyma.
gov.

Senior Center to show zoom
presentation on 9/11 tragedy

SOUTH HADLEY - In
observance of the 25th An-
niversary of 9/11, the South
Hadley Public Library, in
partnership with the South
Hadley Senior Center and
South Hadley High School,
will host a live community
viewing of a special Zoom
presentation by FDNY First
Responder Joseph T. Bonan-
no on Wednesday, Sept. 2 at
6 p.m.

Sponsored by the 9/11
Tunnel to Towers Founda-
tion, Mr. Bonanno will share
his personal experiences
and reflections on the res-
cue and recovery efforts at
Ground Zero following the
September 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks. Attendees are en-
couraged to submit questions
for Mr. Bonanno in advance

through the South Hadley
Public Library website at
www.shadleylib.org.

Community members
may attend the presentation
at the South Hadley Pub-
lic Library, the South Had-
ley Senior Center, or South
Hadley High School. Please
register with the location you
plan to attend. Library regis-
tration is available at www.
shadleylib.org. To register at
the Senior Center, call 413-
538-5030 (Option 3). Regis-
tration information for South
Hadley High School will be
announced soon.

This free program, spon-
sored by the 9/11 Tunnel to
Towers Foundation, is open
to the public. You do not need
to be from South Hadley to
attend.

Tree

the crops

Martha Terry, South Hadley,
holds three large
bowls of vegetables,
tomatoes, zucchini,
yellow squash,
and cucumbers,
from her
backyard garden
that her
husband,
Tom, will
deliver

to the

local

food pantry
Neighbors
Helping Neighbors.
All the produce is
grown pesticide

free and fertilized
with their own
homemade compost.
This was from a recent
harvest.

Submitted photo

Redevelopment funding
grant applications available

SOUTH HADLEY -
Applications are now being
accepted for projects that
rehabilitate or redevelop
blighted, abandoned, vacant
or underutilized properties
in the Falls. Priority projects
include multifamily build-
ings, commercial buildings,
and mixed-use buildings.
Program guidelines: https://
southhadley.org/Document-
Center/View/15218/Falls-Re-
development-Fund---Guide-
lines--Application

Applications are being ac-
cepted on a rolling basis and
funding will be provided on
a first-come-first served ba-
sis for eligible projects. Total
funding available is $50,000.
Additional technical assis-
tance will be provided to
align eligible projects with
additional funding to achieve
program objectives.

For more information con-
tact: acapra@southhadleyma.
gov

Church hosting summer event

GRANBY - Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church in
Granby will be having their
Summerfest on Sunday, Aug.
23 from 12 to 4 p.m. Chicken
dinner is $15 and includes a
half bbq chicken, baked pota-
to and corn on the cob, as well

Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Grinding

Clearing

Give us a call today for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com

DL&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

as dessert and bottled water.
Hamburgers and hot dogs
will also be available. Raffles
prizes including $500, $250,
$100. Raffle baskets, bake
sale, kids games, prizes, lot-
tery trees and more. Fun for
the whole family.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Author note: This is
article number 500 in the
AMAC Foundation’s “Ask
Rusty” series of Social Se-
curity articles, which have
been published nationwide
every week since Febru-
ary 2017. “Ask Rusty” is
provided free of charge
as an integral part of the
AMAC Foundation’s mis-
sion to “support and ed-
ucate America’s seniors.”
If you would like to help
the AMAC Foundation ful-
fill its mission, charitable
donations are graciously
accepted at https://amac-
foundation.org/donate/).

Dear Rusty:
Sadly, I was in business
with my ex-husband.
I’m a nurse and he was
a chiropractor. He refused
to pay me “on the books”
and now, at age 73, after
divorcing him due to his fi-
nancial irresponsibility. (I
don’t want to burden you
with the thefts that he per-
petrated), I am stuck with
a small $773 Social Secu-
rity payment each month.
At age 73 1 am now
faced with having to go
back into the workforce.
Is there anything I can do
to prove that I worked 40
years for my husband, but
wasn’t paid?
Signed: Distressed
Divorcee

Dear Distressed:

We are so sorry to
hear of your unfortunate
circumstances. Assuming
your ex-husband is now
collecting Social Security
retirement benefits or is at
least eligible to if you are
divorced at least two years,
you should be able to col-
lect an ex-spouse benefit
as his former wife.

In that case, you would
be entitled to receive 50%
of the Social Security ben-
efit he was entitled to at his
own Full Retirement Age
because he and you were
married for over 10 years.

The way that will work
is that you would continue

| worked for my ex-husband but wasn't
paid and now have little Social Security.
What are my options?

to receive your personal-
ly-earned $773 monthly
Social Security retirement
amount earned from oth-
er employment, but you
would also be entitled to
a supplemental “spousal
boost” to bring your pay-
ment up to half of the SS
payment amount your
ex-husband is entitled to
at his SS Full Retirement
Age.

In other words, be-
cause you were married
to your ex for more than
10 years, you are entitled
to the same Social Securi-
ty benefits as though you
were still married. That is
true, even if he has remar-
ried and his new wife is
also getting a spouse ben-
efit from his record.

You will still be enti-
tled to an ex-spouse benefit
from your ex-husband as
his former wife. And if he
dies before you, as a sur-
viving ex-spouse you will
get the same Social Secu-
rity benefit he was receiv-
ing at his death, instead of
the smaller amount you
will get while you are both
living.

Regarding  rejoining
the workforce, while you
can certainly go back to
work at age 73 without it
negatively affecting your
Social Security benefits, if
you are struggling finan-
cially, I suggest you visit
this website sponsored
by the National Council
on Aging: www.benefits-
checkup.org.

At this website, you
can enter your zip code
and find much information
about other supplemen-
tal assistance you may be
entitled to where you live,
including healthcare and
medication assistance,
housing, nutritional assis-
tance, etc.

Regarding your ques-
tion: “Is there anything
I can do to prove that
I worked 40 years and

Please see SECURITY,
page 10
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Weeds and seeds

and was shocked as to

how much the garden had
grown.

Crops were ready to be
harvested and weeds that
were merely inches tall had
grown by leaps and bounds!
Of course, we did have near-
ly a half foot of rain that
week, and this probably
played a part in such
exuberant growth.

Read on to learn
how indiscriminate
watering by Moth-
er Nature can mean
weeds, weeds and
more weeds.

Why such a growth
spurt? Because just like other
seeds, those of our least fa-
vorite weedy plants need both
sunlight and water in order to
germinate and grow well.

When we water on pur-
pose, we can direct the rain
where we’d like — usually at
the base of the plant. Unfor-
tunately, rainfall that lands on
a brick path, the garden aisle,
and also in between plants
within the row can cause a lot
of weeds to sprout.

Hand weeding and hoeing
are both great exercise, and
the best option for otherwise
bare areas of young weeds.

Many gardeners make the
mistake, however, of hoeing
too deeply and exposing more
weed seeds to sunlight. Try to
just scrape the surface of the
soil.

Stirrup hoes are partic-
ularly effective, skimming
across the soil and severing
the stems of weeds at the
root line as they go. Very tall
weeds can be cut down by use
of garden shears, scissors or a
week whacker, depending on
the size of the area.

Once cut back, you can
cover the whole area with a

l came back from vacation

weed seed.

In the future you can use
mulch to reduce the amount a
weeding you have to do — it
will also help to conserve soil
moisture in years that rain-
fall isn’t so plentiful. Mulch
doesn’t have to be expen-

sive  — it can
be as
5

ke

by n
,
simple as a “biscuit” of spent
hay, a few sheets of newspa-
per secured with stones, pine
needles or grass clippings — as
long as these materials are ap-
plied thick enough to exclude
light, weed seeds should not
sprout.

Sometimes I will put a
layer of corrugated cardboard
down first, wet it then add the
mulch on top. It really seems
to make a difference having
that preliminary layer to keep
light out.

This may be an unlikely
pairing for this column, but
there are plants that we desire
to grow this time of year, and
they are cover crops. Cover
crops add lots of organic mat-
ter to the soil when incorpo-
rated in during the spring or
summer months.

While winter rye is the
standard, you can grow oats,
too. If sown right now, oats
will germinate but die back as
soon as frost hits.

Leave the plants in place,
though, and they will prevent
erosion by holding onto the
soil with their roots. Plant
parts can be incorporated

n

ing cover crop seed, the soil
surface should be scuffed up
so that the seeds will make
good contact with earth. Once
prep is complete I rake the
soil smooth and broadcast the
grain, first throwing the seed
in one direction and then the
other.

It’s a good idea to divide
the seed in half and try to
cover all the area you have

once, then go back and
fill in the light spots with
the rest. After the seed
has been sown I'll drag
the flat end of a steel
rake over the soil surface
to bury it ever so slightly.

My goal is to have the
seed sprout now, so that its
roots will hold the soil and its
nutrients in place over the off
season.

Winter rye will put on
an amazing amount of top
growth by spring — weed
whack or mow it first to make
incorporating easier.

I am also contemplating
“tarping” it to solarize the
soil at the same time, then
working in the dead plants by
hand.

Either way, if you do this
for a few years in a row you’ll
watch the organic matter con-
tent of your soil soar, report-
edly at a rate of three to four
thousand pounds per acre!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.
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Does South Hadley really need an override?

To the editor

In investigating budgets
and State allocations, this
is what I have been able to
glean from existing State
documentation. In the inter-
est of transparency, it does
not support local fiscal re-
sponsibility nor the claimed
need for an override.

With respect to Chapter
70 education funding, the
State’s FY27 budget fully
incorporates revised founda-
tion budget calculations for
items like employee health
insurance, special education
and low-income students.
Also, reflecting updated stu-
dent enrollment and munici-
pal fiscal capacity, the state-
wide minimum Chapter 70
aid is set at $160 per pupil.

South Hadley is sched-
uled to receive $11,417,059
in Chapter 70 education aid;
however, the total for all ed-
ucational items amounts to
$12,674,279 (see: https:/
www.mass.gov/cher-
ry-sheet-estimates). The
Town will also receives oth-
er forms of state assistance
through programs such as
Unrestricted General Gov-
ernment Aid (UGGA) @
$3,356,200 and other lo-
cal aid accounts, including,

$63,921 for Public Libraries
and $118,014 for Veterans
Benefits, as well as PILOT
reimbursements (unremark-
able @ 51,683).

While the state deter-
mines the amount of aid each
municipality receives, how
those revenues are incorpo-
rated into South Hadley’s
long-term operating budget,
capital plan, and financial de-
cisions is determined by the
Town through its own budget
process. It is the Town’s fi-
nancial decisions and oper-
ating budget process that are
highly questionable.  One
would also expect the Select
Board, Appropriations Com-
mittee, Town Administrator
and others in budgetary con-
trol to have more compas-
sion for Town residents who
might not have the capacity
to bear the burden of addi-
tional permanent taxation.

In conclusion, I urge
South Hadley residents to go
to the polls on Sept. 1st and
vote “NO” on the Special
Ballot Question [AKA over-
ride]. Thank you for voting
the will of the people as was
done on April 14.

— Dr. Stephen Frantz is
a resident of South Hadley

$3.5 million override for South Hadley is permanent

To the editor

On Sept.1, South Hadley
voters will go to the polls to
vote on a 3rd override pro-
posal. I believe that many
voters think that this override
is only for 3 years to cover
the deficit, but it is not.

The proposed override
is called an “operating over-
ride” and does not expire.

This override, if approved,
will permanently increase the
base tax levy limit to fund re-
curring operational costs like
schools, libraries and police
beyond the 3-year period.
It’s interesting that you don’t
hear Town officials talking
about this part of the override
proposal.

This is not like a Debt Ex-
clusion which is a temporary

tax increase to directly pay
off a specific project like the
Mosier School. Taxpayers
will be on the hook for 37%
of the cost for that project.

Get ready to dig into your
pockets to pay off another 30
year bond. Once that specific
debt is fully paid off, the extra
tax levy drops off and ends.

In a recent email I re-
ceived from Town Adminis-
trator, Lisa Wong she states in
part: “An override in this state
is by definition and law a per-
manent increase unless voted
on as an underride.”

If this 3rd override suc-
ceeds, it can only be reversed
by an underride which must
be placed on a local ballot
and be approved by a major-
ity of voters in a municipal

referendum.

These override requests
by the Town Administrator
and the Selectboard is rem-
iniscent of the Communi-
ty Preservation Act (CPA)
which was shot down by
voters 3 separate times. That
vote was for adding a 1 V2 %
surcharge on property valued
over $100,000. This goes far
beyond that. It is imperative
that voters come out in force
to defeat the latest $3.5 mil-
lion override on Sept. 1.

Primary elections typical-
ly have a low voter turnout,
but I urge all voters, especial-
ly seniors, to VOTE NO! This
is too big of an issue to sit
home on the couch.

Michael J. Wozniak
South Hadley, MA

Another South Hadley tax override looming

To the editor

When the tax override
question was put to South
Hadley voters in April 2026,
they rejected it by a 2 to 1
vote.

Now 4 months later, South
Hadley voters will again be
asked to approve a tax over-
ride ballot question. This time
for $3.5 million. Many voters

don’t even know this is hap-
pening on Sept. 1.

Here’s the question on the
ballot:

“Shall the Town of South
Hadley be allowed to assess
an additional $3,500,000 in
real estate and personal prop-
erty taxes for the purposes of
operating the Municipal Gov-
ernment and Public Schools

for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 20267

The Town Administrator
has said that the $3.5 million
would stabilize the budget for
the next three budget cycles.

In actuality, an approved
override will be a permanent
tax increase. If the Town

Please see OVERRIDE, page 5
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OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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EVENT from page 1

network across the existing
regions within the valley.

A yearly event tradition
is to feature one non-profit
organization which has done
“good and positive work”
within the community. This
year featured Operation
Backpack, a non-profit or-
ganization created by Shei-
la Adams, which provides
school supplies for struggling
students within the region.

Robinson believed the
decision to feature the grass-
roots organization centered
around the organization’s
seasonal relevance, with
school fresh in the minds of
many as the education season
begins. He applauded Ad-
ams’ work in the community
and also saw the feature as an
opportunity to “get engaged
and support work happening
in the educational space.”

“I’ve known about Shei-
la’s mission for a little while
now,” said Director of the
South Hadley-Granby Cham-
ber of Commerce Cody
Goncalves, who advocated
for her spotlight during the
night’s festivities. “I thought
it was a great opportunity for
her to spotlight her nonprofit
and get some recognition.”

Throngs of small busi-
ness owners gathered to hear

words from Chamber of
Commerce members as the
music died down. Concalves
lead the proceedings. In his
opening speech, he thanked
the marina for the venue,
the Boathouse Restaurant
for catering the event and
introduced the night’s guest
speakers.

“For  everybody that
doesn’t know me or hasn’t
talked to me tonight, my
name is Sheila Adams and I
run Operation Backpack out
of South Hadley and Gran-
by,” Adams said. “I’m spon-
sored by St. Pat’s Church but
I have to get my own dona-
tions and money to run Oper-
ation Backpack.”

During her speech, Ad-
ams outlined the non-profit’s
mission statement, as well as
extending a wish for those
in attendance to reach out
and help her cause. She also
expressed gratitude for Peo-
ple’s Bank for sponsoring her
during the event.

“My mission is a very
simple one,” Adams said to a
quiet and attentive audience.
“No child will go to school
without a backpack and sup-
plies. If we don’t take care
of our children, who will take
care of them? They’re our
future and I really believe in
that. Please remember me.”

General Cleaners booth.

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

TOWN Reminder

Live muic was provided by DJ Jay Cote of Cote

Entertainment.

South Hadley and Granby
Chamber of Commerce
president Steven Laplante
smiles for the networking
audience.

Sheila Adams introduces
Operation Backpack to the
crowd.

OVERRIDE from page 4

wants to collect an addition-
al $3.5 million every single
year, it will be free to do so.
The Town ought to be upfront
about that. I believe the lack
of transparency and lack of
clear information is contrib-
uting to a trust deficit. That
trust deficit manifested as
“No” votes in April.

Given that: (I) this over-
ride ballot question is com-
ing so soon after the last one;
(i) many voters are still on

summer vacation; and (iii)
arguably a significant num-
ber of registered voters have
no idea this is happening, it
seems likely and very unfair,
that low voter turnout could
determine the outcome of the
tax override question.

This $3.5 million override
question is being tacked onto
the September 1st state po-
litical primary election. But
a majority of South Hadley
voters are Independents or
Unaffiliated and many don’t
vote in Primaries. Because

our local elections typically
only happen in April and No-
vember, even high propensity
voters wouldn’t expect such
an important ballot question
in September.

Low voter turnout will
increase Town government’s
trust deficit, in my opinion.
I urge all South Hadley vot-
ers to go to the polls on Sept.
1, at the South Hadley High
School. Polls open at 7 a.m.

Linda Sachs
South Hadley

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Our Own: Beans, Blueberries, Carrots, Corn, Radishes,
Peaches, Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Leaf Lettuce,
Pickles, Scallions, Beets, Cucumbers & Watermelons

Delicata, Acorn, Butternut Squash

. 413-467-3794 + www.dickinsonsfarm.com
Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm ¢ Sun. 8am-6pm

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned
& Operated

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

« Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

People’s Bank Assistant Vice President of Business Banking
Paul Accorsi Jr. and Banking Central Manager Katarzyna

Bernash pose for the camera.

The networkmg event was catered by the Boathouse Restaurant located next to Brunelle 3

Marina.

UPDATES from page 1

the same page” and to avoid
further miscommunications
between the two departments.
The town administrator also
mentioned he met with “cer-
tain members” of the ongoing
West Street Building project
regarding IT costs submitted
for the future municipal head-
quarters.

Aponte summarized the
meeting as ‘“‘very strange.”
He described the quoted
hardware costs as “very rea-
sonable” though the project-
ed labor costs were “astro-
nomically through the roof.”
With an expressed desire for
a “little bit more consistency”
between pricing and labor,
Aponte reported he was still
waiting to hear back from
them.

“More or less, we told
them to sharpen their pen-

fl
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cils,” Aponte said.

The town administrator
also provided an update on
the new municipal building’s
security systems. Though the
Select Board had originally
chosen Rackcliff as the main
contractors to install cam-
eras and the “entry security
systems” on the premises,
Aponte informed the Board
the company was not on the
state bid list.

“We were under the as-
sumption that they were, but
we found out that they’re
not,” Aponte said.

After reaching out to
other vendors it turned out
Ochers, who also was in the
bidding for the cable poll in-
stallation at the site, offered a
better price for the full secu-
rity solution. Aponte called
the revelation a “fortuitous
error.”” As he concluded his
report, Aponte also reported

(from all wars and branches, including : {
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the building inspector met
last week with insurance rep-
resentatives and stated early
indications suggested “things
went well.”

“We had all the prop-
er documentation in place,”
Aponte said and stated the
International ~ Organization
for Standardization analysts
seemed “pleased” with the
presentation.  Though he
was hesitant to conclude the
project was in the clear, he
appeared optimistic about the
results.

“Of course, we won’t
know for sure until we actu-
ally receive the report back,
probably in a few weeks,
but that’s important for the
insurance rates for the entire
town,” Aponte said. “Not just
necessarily the municipality
and municipal buildings, but
across the board.”

T
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Forge Baseball Clinic returns to Western Mass.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—One of
the last sports camps of the
summer of 2026 was held
at Spec Pond in Wilbraham
from August 10-13.

A total of 57 baseball
and softball players between
the ages of 6-16 from Wil-
braham and the surrounding
communities attended the
four day clinic.

“This is our fourth year
conducting the baseball
clinics, and this is probably
the best one yet,” said camp
director Dustin Brisson “We
have almost 60 kids, in-
cluding a couple of softball
players for the first time, this
week. It’s the most campers
we’ve ever had at this clinic
and I’'m very pleased.”

Brisson, who is the own-
er of Forge Athletics, was
born in Florida and played
college baseball at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida
from 1997-2000. The first
baseman was drafted by the
Boston Red Sox in the 15th
round of the 2000 MLB
draft.

Please see CLINIC, page 7
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Campers receive some instructions from one of the coaches in the Forge Baseball Clinic.
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Ryan McLane does
a running drill

Tri-County finals forced to a deci

i‘g game three

Lusitano keeps the

n
By Tim Peterson decision to end the game at Jackson Hayes X h t
Sports Correspondent 7:45 p.m. with two outs in \ Greg soccer gOIng, os s
“The pace of tonight’s the bottom of the : Vouros -
SOUTH HADLEY— game was very slow,” said first inning following fires a II t t h
Third-seeded Teddy Bear St. Joe’s manager Paul Mar- a run scoring double by throw to co e Ia e ma c

Pools & Spas had a gold-
en opportunity to sweep
the top-seeded St. Joseph’s
Saints in the Tri-County
League championship series.

Teddy Bear held a 1-0
lead entering the top of the
third inning in game two.

St. Joe’s rallied for three
runs in the third and fourth
innings and they evened the
best-of-three series at 1-1 fol-
lowing a 6-3 victory at South
Hadley High School Friday,
Aug. 7.

The game came to an end
after five innings due to dark-
ness, which didn’t please the
Teddy Bear players and their
supporters.

“It’s a very frustrating
situation,” said Teddy Bear
player/manager Ryan Magni.
“I think we should’ve been
able to finish the final two
innings of tonight’s game at
St. Joe’s Park before playing
the deciding game tomorrow
night.”

The baseball field at South
Hadley High School doesn’t
have any lights and the first
pitch of game two was thrown
by Teddy Bear righthander
Sean Rosemond at 5:55p.m.
The three umpires made the

cinek. “We were very lucky
to finish five innings which
made it an official game.”

Had the game ended be-
fore the bottom of the fifth
inning, it would’ve resumed
at South Hadley High School
the following day. If the score
would’ve been tied, game
two would’ve been replayed
from the beginning, which
has been a TCL rule for many
years.

Teddy Bear won game
one of the championship se-
ries, which was an old fash-
ion pitcher’s duel, 3-1, at
St. Joe’s Park, last Thursday
night.

Righthander Matt Dro-
biak, who graduated from
South Hadley High School in
2024, went the distance for
Teddy Bear. He allowed a run
on six hits and three strike-
outs without issuing a walk.

Drobiak outdueled St.
Joe’s righty Trey Yesu, who
graduated from Monson High
School in 2022.

Yesu also went seven in-
nings allowing three runs
(two earned) on six hits with
six strikeouts and two walks.

Teddy Bear took a 1-0 lead
in game against lefthander

Lefty Jackson Hayes sends a pitch home.

second baseman Ramon
Jimenez.

St. Joe’s took the lead
against Rosemond in the top
of the third inning.

Catcher Nate Carillon and
second baseman Greg Vou-
ros began the St. Joe’s rally
with back-to-back singles.
After Drobiak retired the next
batter on a pop-up, before
Carillon scored the tying run
following a wild pitch. Then
right fielder Brian Hayes
drew a walk before center-
fielder Pat Fitzgibbons hit a

Please see FINALS, page 7
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— In what
could become an annual tra-
dition, the UConn and UMa-
Ss women’s soccer teams met
in an exhibition match in
front of a large crowd at Lu-
sitano Stadium on Aug. 5.

Neither team was able
to find the back of the net
during the contest, played
in three 30-minute intervals,
but it was still a memorable
evening at the 108-year-old
stadium located on Winsor
Street in Ludlow.

“It’s very exciting to
be hosting a college soccer
match here at Lusitano Sta-
dium,” said Joe Ferrara Jr.,
who’s the Managing Director
of the New England Mutiny
and the General Manager of
the Western Mass. Pioneers.
“Both UConn and UMass
have been very supportive of
the Mutiny over the years. I
also have a personal rela-
tionship with both coaching
staffs.”

The last time a college
soccer match was held at Lu-
sitano Stadium was on Octo-
ber 17, 2018.

On that fall evening, the
Worcester State University
Lancers squared off against
the Western New England

Willis graduated from
Ludlow High School, and he
helped the Lions boys’ soc-
cer team win two state titles
and three Western Mass. ti-
tles back in the 1990’s.

Ferrara, who also grad-
vated from Ludlow High
School in the 1980’s, played
many soccer games on the
grass stadium field.

“I recall scoring a lot of
big goals on this field while
I was in high school,” Ferrara
said. “I also played for the
Lusitano Whites, which won
the first ever summer league
championship on this field. I
hope the college players ap-
preciate the history of this
place.”

This past spring, Ferr-
ara approached UMass head
coach Jason Dowiak about
playing the exhibition match
against UConn at Lusitano
Stadium.

“Because it was UMass
turn to host the exhibition,
I asked coach Dowiak if he
would be interested in play-
ing the game here this year,”
Ferrara said. “He thought it
was a very good idea.”

It was something that
Dowiak, who was hired as
the UMass women’s soccer
coach in 2017, had always
wanted to do.

“I’'m beginning my ninth

. . University Golden Bears season as the UMass wom-
Matt Drobiak tries to evade a run-down. in a non-conference men’s en’s soccer coach and this is
match-up. something that I've always

Nate Carrill slides safely home.

Cyrus Raines, a Belcher-
town High School graduate,
delivered his first collegiate
goal during the second half,
which lifted the Lancers to a
1-0 shutout victory. Raines,
who’s a defender, finished
his college soccer career with
three goals.

The Worcester State head
coach at that time was Jason
Willis, who’s currently an
assistant coach for the West-
ern Mass Pioneers. He also
coaches a Western United Pi-
oneers team.

wanted to do,” said Dowiak
following the scoreless draw.
“I’ve watched several Mu-
tiny games here in the past
and this was really a very
special night for us. I'm very
glad that the soccer commu-
nity came out and supported
us. This was an electric at-
mosphere for an exhibition
game.”

A year ago, UMass post-
ed a 5-8-4 overall record

Please see LUSITANO,
page 7
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CLINIC from page 6

Brisson, who played 345
minor league games, ad-
vanced to Double A Portland.
His baseball career came to
an end due to an injury.

“l was blessed to have
the opportunity to play pro-
fessional baseball,” Brisson
said. “I’'m doing what I can
to give back to these kids.”

Some of the camp in-
structors were Lindsay Beer,
David Wendt, Ace Adams
Chade Shade, who’s the
head coach of the Springfield
College baseball team, Pat
Strange, who’s the pitching
coach at Westfield State Uni-
versity, Dan Gomez, who’s
the head baseball coach at
Western New England Uni-
versity, and Terry Doyle,
who’s the the baseball coach
at New England College.
“It’s an honor to have

clinic this year,” Brisson said.
“They want to help these
kids. This is
a high level

skills clin-
ic. T just
want the

older kids
to have
the op-
portunity
to work
with the

Brodie
Craven
makes a
throw.
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London Shepard focuses on solid contact off the batting tee.
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JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC!

Floyd Patterson

Friday, September 18th ~ 6-9 pm
All are welcome!

Wednesday Night

5-6:30 p.m. ~ weather permitting

Smoked BBQ Dinner
6:30pm
Bar Bingo
$1 per ticket ~ Winner takes all

7 Days A Week

Queen of Hearts
Rafile

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

We at the American Legion 325
want to wish everyone
a safe and happy summer

=

and we hope to see you all soon!

-

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Lf Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325
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y
college coach-
y. es.”

A couple of

the guest speakers at
the clinic were Bran-

don Seymour, who’s the
general manager of the Val-
ley Blue Sox, Nancy Street,
who’s a board member of
the Miracle League of West-
ern Massachusetts, and Duke

Castiglione Jr who’s a sports-
caster at a television station in
Boston.

Ray Fagnant, who grew up
in Chicopee and is the Boston
Red Sox Northeast Region-
al Scouting Supervisor, also
spent a day at the clinic.

A few of the different sta-
tions were hitting, fielding,
and throwing.

“My main goal is to teach
the players the basic funda-
mentals of the game,” Brisson
said. “I also want to keep the
kids active at this clinic. I re-
ally don’t want them standing
around doing nothing.”

Brisson was aided at the
clinic by his wife, Kasey.

“My wife is the backbone
of the organization,” Brisson

Page 7

said. “She keeps everything
in order. I appreciate all the
support from many different
people that I’ve received run-
ning this camp.”

Brisson and his staff is
already looking forward to
holding the baseball clinic at
Spec Pond again next sum-
mer.

LUSITANO from page 6

and went 3-6-2 against their
Mid-American Conference
foes.

“I thought my team played
very well against a fantastic
UConn team, and this is a
positive step for us,” Dowiak
added. “I feel like we can go
into tough environments and
still be successful.”

One of the three gradu-
ated students listed on the
UMass women’s roster is
Bianca Cardano, who’s from
Monson. She attended Min-
nechaug Regional where
she played soccer for Nundi
Goncalves, who’s another
Ludlow High graduate.

“I've played a lot of
games at this stadium,” Car-
dano said. “My family and
friends were here tonight. It
was a very special night.”

Cardano, who’s a man-
agement major, fell in love
with the UMass campus
when she made her official
visit.

“UMass was always my
top choice,” she said. “The
girls on the soccer team are
like members of my own
family. We’re hoping to fin-
ish first in the Mid-American
Conference.”

Cardano, who’s a starting
defender, played in 16 games
as a freshman before missing
her entire sophomore season
recovering from a right knee
injury. She was limited to just
three matches (two starts) in
2024.

A year ago, Cardano
was a starter in ten of the 14
matches that she played in.

“We’re really hoping
that Bianca is able to play
the whole season for us this
year,” Dowiak said. “She’s a
fantastic leader on and off the
field.”

Cardano isn’t the only
Minnechaug  girls’  soc-
cer player to play soccer at
UMass.

Jess Howe, who was a
member of the Lady Falcons
2005 Western Mass cham-
pionship team and the 2008
state title team, was a defend-
er at UMass from 2009-2012.

UConn head coach Mar-
garet Rodriguez played soc-
cer at Lusitano Stadium for a
couple of seasons as a mem-
ber of the Western Mass.
Lady Pioneers. She also
played for the Mutiny for one
year when they played their
home matches at Agawam
High School.

“We’ve led the Big East
in fan support during the past
several years,” Rodriguez
said. “This was a good way
for my players to get used to
playing in this type of a set-
ting under the lights.”

The Huskies, who finished
the 2025 campaign with an
11-4-3 overall record and a
7-1-2 conference record, were
picked to finish second behind
Georgetown in the BIG EAST
Preseason Women’s Soccer
Coaches’ Poll.

Redshirt sophomore
Se-Hanna Mars, who plays
for the Mutiny, was selected
to the preseason All-Big East
team, along with senior An-
aya Johnson.

There is a very good
chance that the UConn and
UMass women’s soccer
teams will be meeting at Lu-
sitano Stadium again next
August.

Western Mass. soccer
fans will get another chance
to take in collegiate action
at Lusitano Stadium, as the
Western New England Uni-
versity men’s team hosts
Wesleyan University on Sep-
tember 22 at 7 p.m.

FINALS from page 6

two run single into right field
giving St. Joe’s a 3-1 lead.

With one-out in the bot-
tom of the third inning, Dro-
biak, who started at first base,
launched a solo home run
over the left field fence.

Holding a slim 3-2 lead,
St. Joe’s scored three more
runs in the fourth inning.

The first two runs
crossed the plate fol-
lowing a two-run
single down the right
field line by Vouros.

At that point,
Rosemond was re-
placed on the mound
by righthander Mason
Barcomb.

Shortstop Jacob Hayes
greeted the relief pitcher with
an RBI single into left field
giving the visiting team a
commanding 6-2 lead.

After Jackson Hayes re-
tired the first two batters in
the bottom of the fourth on
flyballs to center, consecutive
walks by third baseman Alex
Gochinski, right fielder Ty
Evans, and catcher Eric Rob-

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Ramon Jimenez takes a swing.

ert loaded the bases. Another
walk by Ryan Magni plated
Teddy Bear’s second run.
Relief pitcher Matt Irzyk,
who wound up as the winning
pitcher in game two, retired
the only batter he faced in the
fourth on a pop-up caught by
Jacob Hayes.
Irzyk allowed a single
to shortstop Ray Toth in
the bottom of the fifth
inning before the um-
pires halted to game.
: Photos and
» highlights
Y from the de-
ciding game
three will
be in next
week’s
~ edition.

Ray Toth

] makes a

" | throwon
' the run.
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FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MOVING SALE

MOVING SALE
184 OSBORNE ROAD, WARE
Aug. 22-Aug. 23, 9am-4pm

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
¢ Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire
estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x***xx*xx A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount.

A veteran owned company. Call John at
(413)206-6509. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN

SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Walker

0 Home Improvement

—
)
=/

Hondyman Services

Finish Carpentry »
Framing * Drywall »
Painting » & more!

(413) 687'5555

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.
$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.
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FUNDING from page 1

transportation needs while
also bringing in revenue and
offsetting “some addition-
al costs;” a reference to the
transportation project she
then revealed to the public
assembly.

“We started our transpor-
tation department this past
year,” Wong said. “Orig-
inally, we really were just
concentrating on those stu-
dents that are attending pri-
vate schools or out-of-district
placements.”

The reason Wong cited
was due to increasing oper-
ation costs from their pre-
vious third-party vendor, to
the point where the district
“couldn’t afford to pay some-
body else to do it.” As the
town reached the “breaking
point” with transportation
overhead, it was decided to
make an investment in local
busing.

“We really just wanted
to concentrate on that piece,
just lowering our expenses
by providing transportation
for those out-of-district par-
ticipants,” Wong said as she
discussed first year plans.
“Another thing that we’re re-
sponsible for is what’s called
McKinney Vento for students
that are homeless.”

Wong further explained

the McKinney Vento pro-
gram was responsible for
providing transportation
for less fortunate students,
whether the students were in
South Hadley and going to
“another school district” or if
they now resided somewhere
else but “were originally a
South Hadley resident.”

Due to the arrangement,
Voyik stated the town was
now able to charge transport
costs to other districts. She
cited Holyoke and Granby
as recent examples, where
South Hadley was now able
to invoice Holyoke for trans-
portation costs. Granby also
serves as a unique opportuni-
ty, as the town counts as an
out-of-town district place-
ment which was “already
transporting” South Hadley
students. As a result, South
Hadley can charge them for
transportation expenses.

“So, if we have a van that
has 10 seats on it and we
have two students going to
an out-of-district placement
and they have two studetns
going to that same out-of-
district placement...we can
go pick up those students
and bring them there,” Voyik
said. “Then we can charge
Granby Public Schools. It’s
actually a win for Granby
because what we’re charging
them isn’t what a third-party
vendor is charging them.”

MOVIE from page 1

“One of the things that
we would love to do is a food
truck event,” Delphia said
when asked which events she
would like to see appear in
Granby and what limitations
the Council is facing. “We

could have a great resource
in Dufrense Park. We have
have other buildings that we
think we could use but we
So, I think it’s real-

don’t.

i DEA

ly the space dictates a lot of
what we can do.”

Those interested in run-
ning future events in Gran-
by should be aware they do
not necessarily have to be
from the town, so long as the
festivities take place within
town limits. Those interest-
ed in pitching an event may
reach out to the Granby Cul-
tural Council at gcultural-
council @gmail.com.

ARLY
DLINES _

Town of Granby
Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given under
Chapter 138 of the Massachu-
setts General Laws that the Gran-
by Selectboard will hold a public
hearing on Tuesday September
08, at 5 :35 P.M. at 10-B West
State Street (Senior Center
Building) for the request of the
American Legion Post 266 doing
business as 266 Lounge Inc. to
consider a Change of Manager:
Amy Fields and a Change of
Officers/Directors for the 266
Lounge Inc. Premises described
as follows: 2-Floors, three rooms
in cellar, two rooms on first floor
located at 74 Pleasant Street,
Granby MA.

David Labonte
Mark Bail
Jeffrey Lawson
08/21/2026
Town of South Hadley

Notice of Public Hearing

The Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing
pursuant to the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act and the Local Wetlands
Bylaw to consider an Abbrevi-
ated Notice of Resource Area
Delineation (ANRAD) filed by
EIS Wire & Cable, Inc to deter-
mine whether the boundaries of
resource areas are accurately de-
lineated at 775 New Ludlow Rd
(Map 9, Parcel 6).

The hearing will be held on
Wednesday, September 2 at
6pm virtually. Login informa-
tion will be provided with the
posted agenda on the Town web-
site.

A copy of the request is on
file in the Conservation Com-
mission office, Room U6, in the
Town Hall, and is available to the
public for inspection between the
hours of 8:30 - 4:00 Mon - Thurs.
Plans are also available online
at  www.southhadley.org/603/
Project-Plans.

Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard should appear at

2
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Job Connection

Reminder

the time and place designated.
April Doroski, Chair
08/21/2026

Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under
G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by
Hampshire Towing, 650 New
Ludlow Rd., South Hadley, MA
01075, pursuant to the provisions
of G.L. C. 255, Section 39A,
that a sealed bid auction OPEN
TO CLASS 2 & 3 LICENSED
DEALERS ONLY with bids due
Monday, August 24, 2026 at 8
a.m. Inquiries can be made to
Rich at 413-534-5373.

2001 Nissan Pathfinder

VIN: INSDR0O9X91W560688
Martha Almanza

142 Prentice St

Springfield MA 01104

2004 Volvo VNL

VIN: 4V4ANCITJI34N364349
Edrick Santos

135 Massasoit St., Apt 1
Springfield MA 01107

2023 ZNEN “Frigate” scooter
VIN: LSYTCKBD2P1131749
Owner Unknown

2005 Honda Civic

VIN: 2HGES16395H594289
Carmen Santiago Rosario

34 Meadow St., Apt 40
Westfield MA 01085

2018 Jeep Compass

VIN: 3C4NJCAB2JT335320
Irene Kadate

29 Biella St., Apt 1
Springfield MA 01104

2001 Honda Civic

VIN: 2HGES26761H559728
Monica Gonzalez

18 Saab Ct., Apt 605
Springfield MA 01104

2010 Chrysler Town and Country
VIN: 2A4RR5D11AR228197
Ezekiel Gonzalez Morales

23 N. Summer St., Apt 2D
Holyoke MA 01040

2001 Toyota ECHO

VIN: JTDAT123410122368 Flor
Platero Ramirez

320 Walnut St

Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Chevrolet Impala

VIN: 2G1WD57C891264797
Eric Archambault

292 Pine St

Holyoke MA 01040

2006 Freightliner CST120
VIN: 1FUIBBCV76L.W30390
Francisco Gonzalez

101 Wales Rd

Brimfield MA 01010

2010 Hyundai Genesis Coupe
VIN: KMHHU6KH6AU019929
Philip Constantino

44 Cardinal Cir

Ludlow MA 01056

2006 Scion xA

VIN: JTKKT624860142830
Cristopher Lora

253 Essex St., Apt 8
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Ford Escape

VIN: 1IFMCUO03G89KA13201
Tijuana Young

224 Quinnipiac Ave

New Haven CT 06513

2009 Hyundai ELANTRA
VIN: KMHDU46D49U753278
Isaiah Farnum

38 Bracewell Ave., Apt 3
North Adams MA 01247

2021 Kia K5
5XXG14J26MG022396 Kenisha
Davis

216 Westover Dr., Apt 6E
Hattiesburg MS 39402

2010 Dodge Nitro

VIN: 1D4PU6GX7AW 175114
Kara Rogers

14 Lakewood Cir

Pittsfield MA 01201

2013 Honda Accord

VIN: 1HGCR3F89DA044940
In White

5 Dogwood Ln

Pittsfield MA 01201

2018 Acura MDX

VIN: 5J8YD4H51JL007278
Raymond Edward Bryant
PO Box 466

Weare NH 03281

2012 Kia Sportage

VIN: KNDPCCA26C7269056
Stephen Ciepiela

163 Pine St

Dalton MA 01226

2011 Subaru Legacy

VIN: 4S3BMBC63B3261536
Jose Mateo

8 Brown Ave

Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Subaru Impreza

VIN: JFIGE61659H513383
Jose Lopez

35 Wisteria St

Springfield MA 01119

2010 Mazda Mazda3

VIN: IM1BL1S66A 1342684
Kelvin Suarez

117 Melvin St

Chicopee MA 01013

2005 Audi A6
VIN: WAUDG74F15N080548

Page 9
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Amillion Sanchez
767 Chicopee St., Apt 1
Chicopee MA 01013

2009 Honda Accord

VIN: THGCP267X9A125301
Jasmin Torres

19 Quirk Ave

Holyoke MA 01040

2010 Nissan Altima

VIN: IN4BL2AP1AN473732
Jacqueline Sanchez

40 Woodside Ter., Apt 4
Springfield MA 01108

2013 Jeep Wrangler

VIN: 1C4AJWAGI1DL591654
Carmen Soto-Fontanez

26 Gardner Rd

Chicopee MA 01013

2009 Acura RDX

VIN: 5]8TB18289A003157
Jarileemari Opio Bonilla
170 Hampshire St., Apt 3R
Holyoke MA 01040

2008 Hyundai TUCSON
VIN: KM8IN12D28U910423
Sherley Cardona Ferrer

25 Laurence St

Springfield MA 01104

2012 Chevrolet Impala

VIN: 2G1WBS5E38C1208147
Anthony Bettencourt

190 Earle St., Apt 3E

New Bedford MA 02746

2008 Mercedes-Benz C-Class
VIN: WDDGF81X38F175512
Kimberly Quinones

92 Rivers Ave., Apt 3
Chicopee MA 01013

2012 Audi A6

VIN: WAUDFAFCXCN116611
Junior Kernagham

107 Ashley Ave., Apt A

W. Springfield MA 01089

2014 Buick Encore
VIN: KL4CJHSB5EB602969
Owner Unknown

2018 Ford Transit Connect
VIN: NMOLS7E79J1380809
Nicholas Lentocha

27 Farmstead Ln
Glastonbury CT 06033

2006 Kia Sedona

VIN: KNDMB233366029639
Heriberto Miranda Viera

142 Montague Rd

Leverett MA 01054

08/07, 08/14, 08/21/2026
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) ‘ Buv two weeks 17. Place where Woman” actress from a bell 37. Stain with one’s
$1,200 for three papers y y Son ek
> . rockers work onia 14. Exclamation: yuck! hands
$320 for each additional paper QEt the third week FREE 19. Psyche 48. Silk garment 15. Aplace to attach ~ 38. Crippling
. 12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities 20. Snakelike flshe_s 49. About some Norse a boat . 39. One point east of
N . ; . 21. Where people live poems 18. Exclamation of southeast
gawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal .. . )
lerley The Journal Register » Quaboag Carrent » The Register  Sentinel 25. Body part 50. Woman .rel|g|ous surprise 40. Large, united
bl : : The Holyoke Sun « Town Reminder « Ware River News  The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 26. Old towel community member  19. Make a mistake groups
Pu |Cat|0n5’ Inc. WWW.turley.Com 27. One’s essential 51. Congressman 20. Border line 44. _ and cheese
being (abbr.) 22. Have religious faith ~ 47. Alcoholic beverage

Contact Paige at PLawor@turley.com or 413.283.8393
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Gauthier engaged to Ward

Cfave the Ofate

SATURDAY, JULY 31, 202/

TYLER & TESS BOSTON, MA
Submitted photo

Tess Gauthier, of South Hadley is engaged to be

TOWN

SECURITY from page 4

wasn’t paid?” Social Securi-
ty determines benefits based
solely on your personal earn-
ings as reported to the Internal
Revenue Service, which is, in
turn, dependent on how your
joint income taxes were filed
over the years you worked in
your husband’s business.
Social Security is unable
to assist you with IRS mat-
ters. I'm afraid yours is more

Reminder

of a legal matter you would
need to pursue by discussing
your situation directly with
the IRS or engaging an attor-
ney for assistance.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes and
does not represent legal or

financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

August 21, 2026

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

ERVICE DIRECTOR

To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work.
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A

.
.
.
.
.

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,

Irrigation. Insured

SUPPORT)
LOGCAL

BUSINESS

married to Tyler Ward of Black Diamond, WA next July 533-8867 TN 934-1002 T
31,2027 in Boston, Mass.
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YOUR LOCAL
TRUSTED
DEPENDABLE

Call Today for Professional Installation
413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

TREE

B Tree Removal

B Structural Pruning
B Crane Service

B Storm Damage

B Stump Grinding

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
dlangtree.com

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

WORK

DL&G
TREE-

HOME PROs

LAWN & GARDEN

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools,
mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!

320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 e Est. 1945

PAINTING

Start your interior
projects today!

 INTERIOR
¢ EXTERIOR
* RESIDENTIAL
* COMMERCIAL

413-813-7328

Dustin Pennington
www.penningtonpaintingco.net

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate ® Copper ® Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

7/
Trusted Name Since 1982

Builpl Your
Business

Special Advertising Rates
for Local Small Businesses

- Ad Design Included!
CALL: Reach local
413.283.8393 households,
EMAIL: in print
nbrady@turley.com and online!

TRAILER SALES

YANKEE ( sas=s
TRAILER Enclosed
SALES Utility
450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee E D}1mp ¢
Phone (413) 532-0515 quipmen
www.yankeetrailersales.com

GLASS

— GLASS —

AUTO » HOME - COMMERCIAL
450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

YANKEEGLASS.COM




