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SOUTH HADLEY — Be-
ing able to work at and share 
the things you love most in 
this world is a special priv-
ilege, and for the students 
at Amherst Regional High 
School that love robotics, Sat-
urday was the perfect day.  

Kids got the chance to col-
or pictures of electronics, take 
a remote control to guide a ro-
bot through the tape mazes on 
the floor, and play with a cod-
ed mouse to guide it through 
another maze to get to the 
cheese at the end. 

The students led a robotics 
demo for kids and teens at the 
South Hadley Public Library 
last weekend, and the room 
filled with kids getting to di-
rect real robots through chal-
lenging mazes, and learn a bit 
about how they work. 

The ARHS Robotics Team 
competes yearly in the First 
Tech Challenge, with chal-
lenges lovers of robotics to 
come up with a new robot de-
sign for the given prompt and 
challenge given, then com-
petes with other robots across 
the state. 

Kids learn the art of roboticsKids learn the art of robotics
local high school studentslocal high school students

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
Sophia Sarage, Gideon Antonowicz, Ella Wong, Libby Smith, Andrew Weston, Holden Castenson, and Uri Davidovitch with their robots.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY — The 
Scouts of America have been 
around for decades, former-
ly the Boy Scouts, and have 
opened its doors to be more 
inclusive as more people can 
join Scouts to have fun, and 
take part in the adventures 
along the way. 

Scout Troop 303 hosted 
their Popcorn Sale last week-
end, and the boys manning 
their popcorn booth shared 
with enthusiasm their ideas 
and goals for the coming 
years a part of Scouts, and 
what they want to do to con-
tinue to serve the community. 

Bryce Holmes shared 
his goals, as he approaches 
eighteen and is almost ready 

Scout Pack 303 shares their love for scouting

Turley photo by Emily-Rose Pappas
James Brown, Bryce Holmes, Liam Sowa, Finn O’Connor, Matt O’Connor, and Greg Williams 
selling popcorn at their table at the Liquor Town.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
school year begins next week, 
and libraries are celebrating 
the end of their summer read-
ing programs with fun and big 
events to bring smiles to fac-

es before turning in to begin 
studies. 

The South Hadley Public 
Library hosted Mobile Mini 
Golf for the second year in a 
row to play a ten-hole course 
through the library. Over 100 
kids and their parents, fami-

Mini golf celebrates 
a successful 
summer reading end

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent 

SOUTH HADLEY - The 
first day of school is one of 
those milestones that never 
loses its mix of excitement 
and nerves. When South 
Hadley Public Schools start 
on Aug. 28 and the following 
week for kindergarteners, 
hundreds of students will 
enter a new school. Whether 
students are climbing aboard 
the bus for the first time in 
kindergarten, adjusting to 
a brand-new elementary 
school, or making the leap 
into high school, the back-to-
school season carries fresh 
opportunities, new routines, 
and the promise of friend-
ships yet to be made.

For ninth grader Lilah 
Smith, entering high school 
feels like a new adventure 
waiting to unfold. “I am most 
excited to try out the differ-
ent clubs and activities,” she 
said. “I am curious to see 

how the high school works 
and how it is different from 
the middle school. I hope that 
in my first week there, I will 
make some new friends.”

Classmate Sami Laflesh 
is looking forward to meet-
ing teachers, though she 
admits the transition comes 
with jitters. “I am excited to 
see our new teachers,” she 
said. “I am nervous about 
getting lost on the first day.”

The bigger workload and 
larger building are also on 
the minds of students like 
Liv Brill. “I’m excited to 
have more learning opportu-
nities than I did in the middle 
school,” she said. “I’m ner-
vous about finding my new 
classes and having a bigger 
workload. I hope the envi-
ronment is welcoming and 
not as scary as I think it will 
be.”

While high schoolers pre-
pare for tougher classes and 
bigger schedules, younger 
students are experiencing 

their own firsts. Kindergar-
tener Layne Methot is most 
excited about one very big 
step: “going on the bus.” 
Still, he admits, he’s a little 
nervous about “meeting my 
new teacher.” What he hopes 
for in his first week is simple: 
“gym class.”

First grader Savannah 
Herbert, who is starting at 
Hank Skala Elementary 
School, is looking ahead 
with both enthusiasm and 
worry. “I am most excited 
about seeing what kind of art 
projects we will do in first 
grade,” she said. But like 
many children making a new 
start, she wonders how her 
classmates will welcome her. 
“I’m nervous about people 
not liking me,” Herbert ad-
mitted. “I hope I make a lot 
of new friends.”

Second grader Macie 
Pease is beginning her first 

From kindergarten to high school: Students 
share first-day excitement and jitters

Submitted photos 
Layne Methot will be a 
kindergartener this year.

Please see ROBOTICS, 
page 12

Please see GOLF, page 12

to age out of the program, 
that he is ready for his Eagle 
Award. The project, a Gaga 
Ball Ring for the elementary 

school in his town. 
Liam Sowa is excited for 

what came this year, and is 
looking forward to using the 

money raised for the camp-
ing adventures with other 

Submitted photo
Who will get a hole-in-one first?

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
School Committee met last 
week to discuss the current 
crisis regarding health in-
surance increases, as well as 
updates for the new trans-
portation system, interest in 
the Wellness Committee, and 
several generous donations.

The August 14 meet-
ing was held by Chair Eric 
Friesner, and he was accom-
panied by Vice Chair Dan-

ielle Cooke, member Jack 
Witkowski, and new member 
Charles Miles. Also in atten-
dance were new Superinten-
dent Jennifer Voyik and new 
Assistant Superintendent Lyn 
Jacques. 
Health Insurance Increase 

Discussed 
“We received news three 

weeks ago that there was go-
ing to be a meeting held by 
the Hampshire County Trust 
about a midyear insurance in-
crease,” said Superintendent 
Jennifer Voyik. 

School Committee 
addresses budget crisis 

Please see BUDGET, page 11
Please see STUDENTS, 

page 6

Please see SCOUTS, page 6

withwith
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Holyoke PizzaBest 
Pizza 

in
Town

You 
Ring 
We 

Bring213 South Street, Holyoke

Two Large Pizzas,
 1 Topping Each & 2 Liter Soda

$32.50 +Tax

#1

One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$31.99 +Tax

#2

#4 One Party Size Cheese Pizza,
20 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$43.50 +Tax

Ten Wings w/French Fries
$16.99 +Tax

Two 16” Grinders with 
Bag of Chips & Can of Soda

$24.99 +Tax

      Large 1 Topping Pizza, 
    Small Cheese Calzone, 

2 Liter Soda &
10 Wings $42.50 +Tax

#11

#13

#16
FAMILY 
SPECIAL

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE

www.holyokepizza.com 

Clipless Coupons – Order By Number

413.532.6666SOUTH HADLEY
WE DELIVER!

8” Grinder or Pita Pocket 
with Fries & FREE Can of Soda

$13.25+Tax

One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
20 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$39.99 +Tax

One Large 2 Topping Pizza,
& FREE 2 Liter Soda

$22.99 +Tax

One Medium 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$29.99 +Tax

#5

#10

#6

#14

DAILY SPECIALSDAILY SPECIALS
(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 .....$8.50 
Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda .................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda ............................. $12.50
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda .................. $11.50
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..................... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $11.50
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda .................... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $13.99
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ................... $13.99
10” Cheese Pizza ................................................$8.25 Each Topping $1.50
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda ............... $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda ....................... $10.50

CONSTRUCTION JOB FAIR
Essex Village

HIRING ALL TRADES!
APPRENTICES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND

• CONCRETE • CEMENT • MASONRY • CARPENTRY • INSULATION • ROOFING  •
• SIDING • SHEET METAL • MACHINE OPERATORS • PAINTING • PLUMBING •
• ELECTRICAL • FLOORING • FENCING • LANDSCAPING • GENERAL LABOR •

• HVAC •   • DRYWALL • STEEL • FIRE SUPPRESSION • SITEWORK •

CONTRACTORS AVAILABLE FOR ON-THE-SPOT INTERVIEWS!

DATE: THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 2025
12:00 PM – 3:00 PM

LOCATION: Holyoke Public Library, 250 Chestnut St., Holyoke, MA
For more information, please contact Jennifer Severs

PHONE: 203-888-8118
EMAIL: jsevers@haynesct.com

GRANBY – Following a 
regional search, the Granby 
Select Board has unanimous-
ly selected Hadley Deputy 
Fire Chief Evan Briant as the 
next Fire Chief for the Town 
of Granby.

Chief Briant brings more 
than 20 years of experience 
in fire and emergency med-
ical services, beginning his 
career as a dispatcher and 

serving the past seven years 
as Deputy Fire Chief in Had-
ley.

The selection process 
began with seven appli-
cants, five of whom were 
interviewed by the Chief 
Selection Committee. Two 
semi-finalists advanced to an 
Assessment Center designed 
to test leadership in critical 
areas, including managing a 

simulated fire incident, de-
livering a budget presenta-
tion, and overseeing employ-
ee management. The results 
of the Assessment Center 
were then reviewed by the 
Select Board and the Town 
Administrator.

The Select Board has 
authorized the Town Admin-
istrator to begin contract ne-
gotiations with Chief Briant.

Granby Select Board Selects Deputy 
Chief Evan Briant as New Fire Chief

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
Our Own Corn, Tomatoes, Peaches, 

Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, 
Scallions, Squashes, Beans, Beets, 

Watermelons, Acorn Squash & Cucumbers
Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, 

Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, Turkey Pies, Gibble 
Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, 

Ice Cream Products, Healthy Dough by Jessica, 
Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces, New Wine Jellies,

Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!
• ORNAMENTAL FALL GRASSES • POTTED BASIL PLANTS ON SALE!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

EBT  In Store

SunflowersSunflowers
On SaleOn Sale
$$999898

SOUTH HADLEY – Get 
in your last bits of summer 
fun at Buttery Brook Park, 
and enjoy the last few Cruise 
Night Concerts of the season, 
as well as the Farmer’s Mar-
ket, of course.

Friday, August 22 - Cruise 
Night and Live Music featur-

ing Acousticca, from 5 to 7:30 
p.m. in the front pavilion.

Wednesday, August 27 - 
Farmer’s Market, 2 6 p.m.

Friday, August 29 - Cruise 
Night and Live Music featur-
ing Moose & the Hightops, 5 
to 7:30 p.m. at the front pavil-
ion. 

Pickleball Courts - Dai-
ly Open Play on Mondays 
to Sundays,  from 8:30 to 11 
a.m.  / Weeknight Open Play 
on Mondays through Fridays, 
from 4:30 to 10 p.m. 

Spray Park - Open Dai-
ly,  from 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. 

SOUTH HADLEY/ 
GRANBY – Operation Back-
pack, which has been provid-
ing backpacks full of school 
supplies from grades Pre-K 
to 12 is in need of donations 
of school supplies and back-
packs to beat previous year’s 
numbers to reach over 220 
backpacks. 

The program needs back-
packs for grades Pre-K to 12 
for boys and girls. Supplies 
needed include rulers, col-
ored pencils, crayons, yellow 
highlighters, scissors, pencil 
sharpeners, colored mark-
ers, subject dividers, 1” ring 

binders, lined wide-ruled 
filler paper, calculators, zip-
pered pen and pencil holders, 
USB zip drives, black com-
position books, 1, 2, and 3 
subject notebooks, and col-
ored portfolio folders with 
pockets. 

You can find drop-off 
boxes at several locations 
around South Hadley.  

Drop-off boxes can be 
found at Berkshire Bank 
at 74 Lamb Street, St. Pat-
rick’s Church at 30 Main 
Street, and Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors at 30 Carew 
Street. More include Newton 

Street Dental at 488 Newton 
Street, Westfield Bank at 32 
Willimansett Street, or Ad-
ams’ house a 36 Chestnut 
Hill Road, and please call her 
ahead of time or for pick-up 
at 413-536-5316. 

“Remember, investing in 
our students now will lead to 
a better future for all of us. 
Let this be my 12th year of 
doing this, the greatest year 
ever,” said Adams.

You can contact Sheila 
Adams via her email, shoper-
ationbackpack@yahoo.com, 
or by calling her at 413-536-
5316. 

SOUTH HADLEY— On 
August 26th South Hadley’s 
Public Health Department 
and community partners will 
hold a memorial in recogni-
tion of International Over-
dose Awareness Day (August 
31). The first International 
Overdose Awareness Day 
event was held as a small 
community event in Mel-
bourne, Australia in 2001 to 
remember friends who died 
from an overdose. It has since 
evolved into a global day of 
remembrance and action fo-
cused on offering support to 
grieving friends, families, 
and neighbors and inviting 
community members to learn 
about overdose prevention. 
This year, South Hadley joins 
municipalities throughout 
Hampshire County and across 
the state and country to honor 
the lives of individuals who 

have died from an overdose. 
All are welcome to attend 
the memorial event on Tues-
day, August 26 from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. at Beachgrounds Park, 
137 Main Street, South Had-
ley.

The memorial will be cen-
tered around the dedication 
of a new memorial tree. The 
tree has been generously do-
nated and planted by volun-
teer members of the South 
Hadley Tree Committee. 
Supplies will be provided for 
attendees to create memorial 
stones in honor of those who 
have passed. Representatives 
from Hampshire HOPE, 
Northampton’s Division of 
Health and Human Services 
Drug Addiction Recovery 
Team, and Tapestry Health 
will be present with infor-
mation about resources for 
those who have lost someone 

to an overdose, want to help 
prevent future overdoses, or 
are seeking support services 
for themselves or someone in 
their life.

Nationally, 80,391 Ameri-
cans died from a substance-re-
lated overdose in 2024. Mas-
sachusetts communities also 
experience significant impact 
from substance-related fatali-
ties. 3,692 Bay State residents 
died from a substance-relat-
ed overdose from July 2023 
to June 2024. Eight of these 
overdose deaths occurred in 
South Hadley.

All community mem-
bers are invited to gather in 
Beachgrounds Park on Au-
gust 26 to honor the family, 
friends, and neighbors who 
have passed, find support 
among community, and learn 
how to help prevent future 
overdose deaths.

Summer fun isn’t over at Buttery Brook Park

Operation Backpack seeking donations 

Overdose Awareness Memorial on 
August 26th at Beachgrounds Park

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 

features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 
always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 
this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features for the Town Reminder, please email 
townreminder@turley.com.
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Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

To the editor,
Two black bears were wrestling and playing in my back-

yard last week.
One of them broke away and climbed over the 6 foot tall 

wire fence
to my vegetable garden. The bear sniffed the vegetables 

for a little while, and then decided it was not interested and 
climbed back out of the garden.

The bears resumed tussling and eventually scampered 
off into the thick woods.

The fence does need some repairing, which I can do.
Martha Terry, South Hadley

A pair of bears visit 
the neighborhood 

Submitted photo 
The pair of bears came to have some fun in the garden. 

Ice Cream Truck 
Birthday Party

Friday, August 22, 
1:30 p.m.

We’re celebrating August 
birthdays and anniversaries 
with free ice cream from 
the Batch Ice Cream truck 
and open mic entertain-
ment! Everyone is welcome, 
whether you’re celebrating 
or not. August Birthday or 
anniversary? Enter our draw-
ing! Join us on the patio for 
the fun, sponsored by the 
Friends of the South Hadley 
Seniors. Open to all ages. 
Don’t miss it!
Sounds, Sights & Stories of 
Hawaii with Aloha Spirit

Tuesday, August 26, 3 p.m.
Join us on a virtual voy-

age to the Hawaiian Islands 
and enjoy sounds, sights and 
stories of the Island’ con-
tinuing volcanic creation, 
its peoples, their history, 
and culture. Learn about 
the unique origin and sweet 
melodies of ki’hoalu - slack 
key - guitar music played 
with Aloha, born on the cat-
tle ranches of the Big Island, 
Island-born Ash Hartwell, 
accompanied by Rob Lak, 
will play in ki’hoalu style, 
including a song composed 
by the law Hawaiian Mon-
arch, Queen Liliuokalani.

Summer Concert Series: 
Polka Party with Eddie 

Forman Orchestra
Wednesday, August 27, 

11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Join the South Hadley 
Travel Club for a lively mu-
sical journey to Poland! En-
joy a delicious Polish lunch 
and dance to the sounds of 
the Eddie Forman Orchestra. 
Tickets are $8 per person and 
include lunch, live music, 
and fun surprises. Get your 
tickets at the Welcome Desk. 
Don’t miss this festive event!

Medicare Supplement 
Plans or medicare Advan-
tage Plans? Which Cover-

age is Best for Me?
Thursday, August 28, 1:30 

p.m.
Whether you’re enrolling 

for the first time or review-
ing your current plan, it’s 
important to understand your 
options. This session will 

cover Original Medicare, 
Medicare Supplement vs. 
Advantage plans, prescrip-
tion coverage, and provide 
real-life examples to help 
you choose the plan that best 
fits your needs. No specific 
plan details - just clear, help-
ful guidance.
Board & brush: Make and 

Take Workshop
Friday, August 29, 1 p.m.

Join us for a summer-in-
spired crafting workshop! 
Select one of four pedestal 
or tray designs, customize 
it with your choice of stain, 
and use a stencil to paint your 
masterpiece - with hands-on 
guidance from the creative 
team at Board & Brush. All 
supplies included.

SOUTH HADLEY - If 
numbers are your thing, con-
sider applying to the Capital 
Planning Committee. There 
is one vacant position avail-
able which needs filling - a 
representative chosen by the 
Selectboard. 

The Capital Planning 
Committee works with the 
town administrator to review 
and recommend funding for 
capital requests. Committee 
members also assist the Se-
lectboard and Appropriations 
Committee in their work from 

a financial perspective. If 
you’re interested in serving as 
a member, apply online.

There’s also many other 
boards and committees that 
have vacancies needing to be 
filled. Positions are available 
on the:

• Appropriations Commit-
tee

• Bike/Walk Committee 
• Commission on Disabil-

ities
• Conservation Commis-

sion
• Cultural Council 

• Historical Commission 
• Human Rights Commis-

sion
• Master Plan Implemen-

tation Committee
• Sustainability & Energy 

Commission
• Tree Committee
• Trustees of the Old Fire-

house Museum
• Veteran’s Council
The Selectboard is seek-

ing citizens with diverse in-
terests and abilities to apply 
for all of these available po-
sitions. There are no special 

requirements for any of the 
boards and committees other 
than a willingness to serve. 
However, applicants must be 
registered to vote in the Town 
of South Hadley.

Apply by Sept. 5, and 
learn more on the town web-
site. Applicant interviews 
with the Selectboard will be 
scheduled for Sept. 2 & 16. 
The Selectboard appoints res-
idents to boards and commit-
tees three times a year - Feb-
ruary, June and October. 

August at the South Hadley Council on Aging 

Multiple boards seeking new members

GRANBY – Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Granby, 
MA will be having their Summerfest Chicken BBQ on Sun-
day, August 24, from noon to 4 p.m. Chicken dinner is $15 and 
includes a Half BBQ Chicken, Baked Potato and Corn on the 
Cob, as well as dessert and a bottled water. Hamburgers and 
Hot Dogs will also be available. Raffle Prizes of $500, $250, 
and $100, Raffle Baskets, Bake Sale, Kids Games, Prizes, Lot-
tery Trees, and Music! Fun for the whole family!

Immaculate Heart of Mary’s 
Summerfest returns Sunday
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I’m 64 and still work-

ing full time, and plan to 
continue working at least 
until I’m 70 ~ it’s a good 
job, and I enjoy it. 

My job comes with 
health insurance, so I 
don’t really need ad-
ditional coverage, but 
I understand I will be 
required to sign up for 
Medicare Part A anyway 
when I turn 65 next year. 
What I don’t understand 
is Part B: A colleague of 
mine, who is a little older 
than I am, said she signed 
up for Part B because a 
penalty will be incurred 
if we wait until we retire 
from our jobs and actu-
ally need the additional 
insurance. I’m not sure 
she’s right. Can you ex-
plain what I should do?

Signed: 
Confused About 

Medicare 
 
Dear Confused: 
We’re happy to assist 

you with understanding 
this. First, enrolling in 
Medicare Part A (cover-
age for inpatient hospi-
talization service) is man-
datory to collect Social 
Security after age 65. If 
you do not plan to take 
your Social Security ben-
efits yet, you can defer 
enrolling in Part A until 
you claim Social Securi-
ty. But Medicare Part A is 
also free to those eligible 
for Social Security, so 
there is little reason not to 
enroll in Part A at age 65 
and, when you claim So-
cial Security, you will be 
automatically enrolled.  

Part B, which is cover-
age for outpatient health-
care services (doctors, 
medical tests, etc.), is 
different. Part B is always 
optional because there 
is a premium associated 
with it (standard premium 
is $185/month in 2025), 
but nearly everyone over 
age 65 requires health-
care coverage. If, howev-
er, you are employed and 
have “creditable” health-
care coverage from your 
employer (“creditable” is 
a group plan with more 
than 20 participants), 
then you can defer en-
rolling in Medicare Part 
B until your creditable 
employer coverage ends. 
And you can do so with-
out incurring a “late en-
rollment penalty” for en-
rolling in Part B outside 
of your Initial Enrollment 
Period. When your cred-
itable coverage from your 
employer ends, you will 
enter an 8-month Medi-
care “Special Enrollment 
Period,”which permits 
you to enroll in Part B 
without penalty.  

Thus, as long as your 

employer coverage is 
“creditable,” you can de-
fer enrolling in Part B 
without penalty. FYI, you 
can also enroll in Part B a 
couple of months prior to 
your employer coverage 
ending, asking that your 
Part B coverage starts 
when your employer cov-
erage ends, to avoid any 
gap in healthcare cover-
age. Note you will likely 
need your employer to 
provide you with proof of 
creditable coverage when 
you later enroll in Part B.   

A couple of extra 
thoughts: 

If you require pre-
scription drug coverage 
when your employer cov-
erage ends after age 65, 
you only have 63 days 
to acquire that drug cov-
erage without incurring 
a “Part D” (drug plan) 
late enrollment penalty. 
So, if needed, you should 
not wait to get insurance 
coverage for prescription 
drugs after you employer 
coverage ends. 

 If you now have a 
Health Savings Account  
through your employer, 
you should discontinue 
any HSA contributions 
well before (perhaps as 
much as six months be-
fore) your enrollment in 
Medicare Part A. That’s 
because Part A is not 
considered a “high de-
ductible” insurance plan 
(a “high deductible” plan 
is a requirement for hav-
ing a Health Savings Ac-
count). If you do not have 
an HSA, you need not be 
concerned about this. If 
you do, we can also pro-
vide you with more info 
on this. 

 I hope this answers 
your questions, but we 
are always here to assist 
if you need anything fur-
ther. Contact us at SSAd-
visor@amacfoundation.
org or at(800-750-2622.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

This time of year I al-
ways get a few 
questions 

from gardeners 
who wonder 
what type 
of disease 
is afflicting 
their trea-
sured holly-
hocks.  

Sadly, it’s 
affecting mine 
too. Read on for 
more information on 
this malady.

Two years ago I planted 
Hollyhock seeds indoors. The 
plants grew wonderfully that 
first year with nice deep green 
basal foliage.  

Being biennial in nature, 
year two is when they came 
into their glory with incred-
ibly beautiful pink flowers 
on towering six to seven foot 
spikes. Now it’s year three – a 
gift when biennials are con-
cerned. 

The plants started out fine 
and then I noticed a few raised 
orange-brown spots on the 
leaves. By season’s end, the 
plants are pale in color and 
covered with the rusty orange 
spots.  

Most of the lower foliage 
has been destroyed and has 
dropped to the ground.

My hollyhocks are suffer-
ing from a fungal problem by 
the name of rust. It first ap-
pears as waxy orange blisters, 
known as “pustules” on the 
undersides of the lower most 
foliage.  On the surface of the 
leaves small, orange-yellow 
spots form.  

Hollyhock rust rarely 
kills its host, but it can make 
plants look quite unsightly. In 
a severe infestation like mine, 

premature leaf drop occurs.   
Next spring, if I dare to 

grow hollyhocks again, I’ll 
have to do it in a different part 
of my landscape and escape 
any spores that the soil is har-
boring.

The best way to control 
hollyhock rust is to remove 
infected leaves and discard 
them in the trash. The quicker 
you act, the better.  

Other members of the hol-
lyhock family (Malvaeceae) 
are prone to this disease as 
well, so scour your perennial 
bed for spotted leaves on Lav-
atera and Malva (Tall Mallow 
and Musk Mallow) and dis-
pose of them. 

A common weed that goes 
by the name “cheese weed” or 
“cheeses” is also a Malva and 
likewise is susceptible. Cut 
down on the chance of infesta-
tion next year by removing all 
foliage and debris from these 
plants prior to winter. Even go 
as far as to remove the bark 
mulch beneath them to further 
reduce the spore population.    
Proper cultural practices also 
make a difference in combat-
ing hollyhock rust and most 
plant diseases. First, give pe-
rennials adequate space from 
one another to allow for good 
air flow.  

In the case of hollyhocks, 
I’d recommend about 18 inch-

es. We can’t control when 
and how often it rains, 

but when we sup-
ply the moisture 
timing and appli-

cation count. 
Water around 
the base of the 

plants, without it 
touching the foliage, and 
do so early in the morn-

ing so that leaves have a 
chance to dry before night-

fall.  
Apply new bark mulch 

each spring to cover spores 
that may be waiting in the 
soil. And lastly, when plant-
ing new seedlings, locate 
them as far away as possible 
from previously grown plants 
even if they didn’t have a seri-
ous infestation.

Although I’ve never tried 
this myself, I have read a few 
testimonials from gardeners 
who had luck applying corn 
meal to their soil in an effort 
to control soil borne fungal 
diseases such as rust. Report-
edly it stimulates beneficial 
organisms that feed on patho-
gens. Two pounds per one 
hundred square feet is recom-
mended.  

Even if it doesn’t work, it 
probably won’t hurt!  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

Rust is no joke
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 I’m still confused about Medicare 
Part A and Part B enrollment

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request
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Each
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our calendar section at no charge to your organization.
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WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL!
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an advertisement in your community paper, call today 413-283-8393.
Please let us know you are a non-profit, so we can better serve you.
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Live Music
Every 

Weekend!
onovan’s
     Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm

Saturday, 
August 23rd

Paul 
Pender

Friday, 
August 22nd

Kilashandra

Sunday, 
August 24th

Jack & 
His Guitar

Saturday, 
August 30th
Desmond 
Burke & 
Friends

Sunday, 
August 31st

JaR 
Acoustic

Friday, 
August 29th

Eagle
Eyes

FRESH, LOCAL, HEAT-AND-SERVE MEALS

THURSDAY’S MENU: 
SAVINGS & SAMPLES
Show This Ad For 20% Off Food Purchases All Day 
Enjoy Free Food & Beverage Samples From 4–6PM

LONGMEADOW WILBRAHAMSOUTH HADLEY
WEST SPRINGFIELD WESTFIELD

Offer valid for purchases over $30 (entrees and sides only).

Offer expires 8/31/2025.

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

GRANBY – This August 
and September, the Granby 
Free Public Library has many 
different events and acitivites 
to enjoy before school begins, 
and after.

Fly Away With Books! 
Finished Summer Reading 

and want another challenge? 
Pick up 

a “Fly Away With Books!” 
sheet. Read 5 picture books or 
1 chapter 

book at home & write the 
title(s) on the lines in the hot 
air balloon. Color your hot air 
balloon, then return the sheet 
to the library for a small prize 
by August 29. For kids up to 
age 11years. 

Going Back to School? 
Starting School? Check out 
our large selection of start-
ing school books to help your 
child’s transition go more 
smoothly whether it’s pre-
school, kindergarten or other 
grades.

CFCE PLAYGROUPS 
Summer Playgroups 

are held once weekly on 
Wednesdays through August 
6. Playgroups the last week of 
August; August 27 Playgroup 
(regular, drop in) and Friday 
August 29 Pre K Readiness 
Playgroup (registration re-
quired.) No Playgroup Sep-
tember 3 & 5.Fall Playgroup 

dates: September 10 on, every 
Wednesday and Friday 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Join us for this 
free playgroup, where you 
& your child (birth- 5yrs.) 
can enjoy playtime, an activ-
ity, and story circle time with 
Marti. 

Playgroups are made 
possible with funding from 
a Coordinated Family and 
Community Engagement (CF 
CE) grant from the MA De-
partment of Early Education 
and Care, administered by the 
Collaborative for Educational 
Services.                                                 

Reading Buddies with 
Bright Spot Therapy Dogs

Thursdays 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
Dates:September 4 and 18, 
October 2, 16, and 30. Chil-
dren in Kindergarten and up 
will enjoy reading aloud to 
gentle, comforting Reading 
Buddies with Bright Spot 
Therapy Dogs as they practice 
their reading. Pre-register for 
a time slot.                                              

Be a Kid Spy! August. 26 
– September 13 

Check out an I Spy or 
Look & Find type of book 
and get a DIY mini “I Spy” 
bottle kit *while supplies last 
- Ages 4 and up. 

Play I SPY Look in our I 
Spy terrarium, find and count 
the items on the Find Sheet as 

you go. When you’ve spied 
everything on this sheet, then 
you receive a little toy/treat!       
September’s Read for Treats 
“Apples” Sheets  

Pick up a sheet & get a treat 
for reading! Read 5 picture or 
1 chapter book at home, then 
write the book title(s) on the 
lines inside the apple. Color 
the apple & return the sheet 
to the library to redeem for a 
treat/toy. Ends September 23. 

Meet a Balloon Artist – A 
Sensory Friendly Experience 
with Brie’s Balloons Septem-
ber 25th 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

Sign up for a 15-min. 
one-on-one balloon twisting 
session with Brie’s Balloons.       
Spaces are limited, please 
pre-register.                                                                                                        

Choose between 2 ex-
periences with Brie’s Bal-
loons when you register:                                                                  
*Exploration session (ages 
3-4 years) is great for those 
getting comfortable with dif-
ferent sensory experiences or 
as an introduction to balloon 
twisting.  

*Balloon twisting teach-
ing session (youth ages 5 
years and up) is good for 
those who are ready to learn 
how to twist 1 to 2 balloon an-
imals. 

1,000 Books Before Kin-
dergarten - At Home Program

Make sure your child is as 
ready as they can be for one of 
the biggest moments of their 
little life - starting school. 
Read them 1,000 books be-
fore kindergarten & keep track 
with this nation-wide pro-
gram. Sign up and get a fold-
er at the library. Read a book 
(any book) to your newborn, 
infant, or toddler. The goal is 
to read 1,000 books (yes, you 
can repeat books) before your 
child starts kindergarten. Vist 
www.1000booksbeforekin-
dergarten.org for more imfor-
mantion. 

To Granby Library pa-
trons,

I am retiring at the end of 
September. As a Youth Service 
Librarian I have been able to 
combine my love of youth and 
libraries in the perfect setting, 
Granby. The years flew by and 
now it is time to embark on a 
new adventure - Retirement!  I 
have been touched by so many 
memories. It has been a plea-
sure to get to know you and to 
foster a love of reading. I will 
miss you all and wish every-
one well as you continue your 
library adventures!  

With sincere thanks and 
gratitude to everyone who has 
touched my life,  

Miss Janice (Janice McAr-
dle, Youth Service Librarian)

Granby library’s August and September programs

Find new-to-you books, 
magazines, and more from 

September 2 to the 30
.
GRANBY – Book  lov-

ers! Bargain Hunters! The 
Friends of the Granby Free 
Public Library will host 
their annual Month-Long 
Fall  Book  Sale  during 
September in the Commu-
nity Room of the Library. 
You will be able to choose 
from a large assortment of 
used and like-new hard-
cover, softcover, paper-
back books, teen books and 
children’s  books, along 
with a selection of CDs, 
DVDs, video games and 
audiobooks. The sale will 
run during regular library 
hours from September 2 
through 30. 

The Library is now 
accepting donations of 

hardcover and paper-
back  books, DVDs, mu-
sic CDs, playable video 
games, and audiobooks in 
good condition acceptable 
for resale. The Library 
does not accept dona-
tions of: Textbooks, ency-
clopedias, Reader’s Di-
gest  books, or  books  with 
smoke, mold, mildew, or 
water damage. Donations 
are accepted at the Li-
brary during open hours. 
Please do not leave do-
nated  books  outside the 
library or in our  book  re-
turn. Donations accepted 
until August 28.  Thank 
you for your support! 

The Granby Free Public 
Library is located at 297 
E State St, Granby, MA 
01033. Visit granbylibrary.
org for hours and more in-
formation. 

Fall Book Sale coming 
to Granby Library

LUDLOW - Compass 
Recovery’s second annual 
Whoopie Pie Waddle 5K Run/
Walk, held in May at Forest 
Park in Springfield, was a 
resounding success - raising 
over $23,000 in support of 
the Michael J. Dias Founda-
tion’s efforts to open a new 
sober-living home for wom-
en in Western Massachusetts. 
 This year’s race, organized in 
partnership with Joey’s Deli, 
drew hundreds of partici-
pants from across the region, 
united by a shared commit-
ment to recovery, wellness, 
and community. Runners and 
walkers of all ages and abili-
ties took to the park’s scenic 
course, followed by a festive 
finish line celebration com-
plete with delicious whoopie 
pies generously donated by 
event sponsor Joey’s Deli.

The event blended energy 
and purpose, helping raise 
vital funds while also raising 
awareness for the need for 
more recovery resources for 
women in the area.

“$23,000! Together, we 
are making a difference! 
Thank you to everyone who 
sponsored, donated, volun-
teered or laced up. We appre-
ciate you,” shared Joey’s Deli, 
a major sponsor of the event. 
 All proceeds from the 
Whoopie Pie Waddle II 
were donated to the Michael 
J. Dias Foundation’s cap-
ital campaign for a wom-
en’s sober home. The non-
profit foundation currently 
has two sober homes and 
one transitional home in 
Springfield for men and is 
working to open its first so-
ber-living home for women. 
 These funds will help cover 
critical start-up costs such as 
securing housing, staffing, 
and providing essential day-
to-day support for residents. 
The home will offer a struc-

tured, safe, and supportive 
environment for women re-
building their lives in early 
recovery.

“We’re incredibly grate-
ful for the turnout and gen-
erosity shown by our com-
munity,” said Dino Bedinelli, 
Chief Operating Officer at 
Compass Recovery. “Though 
Compass Recovery is not 
affiliated with the opera-
tion of the sober home, we 
recognize how urgently re-
sources like this are needed. 
We’re proud to stand behind 
the Michael J. Dias Founda-
tion and do our part to help 
make this home a reality.” 
 The event’s success was 
made possible by widespread 
community involvement, in-
cluding corporate sponsors, 
local businesses, volunteer 
groups, and families. Spon-
sorship levels ranged from 
individual team entries to 
Platinum-level contributors 
who gave $5,000 or more. 
Every contribution-large 
or small-helped push the 
fundraiser beyond its goal, 
demonstrating how power-
ful collective action can be 
in addressing addiction and 

supporting recovery.
“The need for sober-liv-

ing opportunities for wom-
en in our region is tremen-
dous,” said Isabel Martins, 
Vice-President of the Mi-
chael J. Dias Foundation 
Board. “We are so grateful 
to Compass Recovery for 
hosting the Whoopie Pie 
Waddle II and to every sin-
gle participant, sponsor, 
and donor who made this 
 event such a success. This 
support brings us significant-
ly closer to opening a home 
that will provide women in 
recovery with stability, dig-
nity, and hope.”

To learn more or donate 
to the Michael J. Dias Foun-
dation’s capital campaign 
for a women’s sober home, 
please visit, https://www.
mdiasfoundation.org/capi-
tal-campaign, or contact the 
Foundation directly at 413-
304-0715.

About the Michael 
J. Dias Foundation 
 The Michael J. Dias Founda-
tion is here to offer support. 
Our dedicated volunteers and 
 staff are passionate about 
transforming lives, assisting 

individuals and families, and 
 fostering drug-free communi-
ties through addiction recov-
ery and housing support. We 
 aim to educate and aid those 
grappling with substance 
use disorders, celebrating 
 sobriety milestones and the 
power of positive relation-
ships. Our mission is to guide 
 individuals toward inde-
pendence and success on 
their recovery journey. 
 Headquartered in Ludlow and 
located in Springfield, MA, 
we extend our services across 
 Western MA. As a nonprofit, 
we’re committed to providing 
affordable recovery options 
 for those in need. Join us in 
supporting families and em-
powering those seeking hope 
 and renewal through our ser-
vices. Together, we can make 
a significant impact, leading 
 the way to a brighter, sober 
future.

Compass Recovery to host Whoopie Pie Waddle
SOUTH HADLEY – 

Join the Friends of the 
Gaylord Memorial library 
in celebrating the open-
ing of Wine Down Season 
on Friday September 12, 
2025 from 5;30 to 7 p.m. 
We are celebrating back 
to school with a special 
guest, Sheila Adams, 
from Operation Back-
pack. The library is a 
door off spot for needed 
school items including: 
Zip drives, binders (1, 

1.5 or 3 inch) 1 subject 
notebooks, glue sticks, 
post it notes, yellow 
highlighters, calcula-
tors, and backpacks…
Sheila says if you can’t 
got shopping consid-
er donating cash/check. 
Come meet Sheila Fri-
day September 12. There 
is a $10 entry fee for 
this event. We are at 47 
College Street, join us 
for food, libations, and 
friendship.

Gaylord Memorial 
Library to host annual 
Wine Down event

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28
– Thank you!

Comfort Food
 & Ice Cream

• ASK ABOUT CATERING •

BREAKFAST – LUNCH – DINNERS
Soups • Salads • Burgers • Dogs • Desserts 
 Sandwiches • Breakfast All Day • Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

Come In!Come In!

2 Bowers St., Holyoke
at the Historic Richardson StationENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES

USE DOORDASH • 7AM-7PM DAILY •
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lb
$299

$269
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/21/25-8/27/258/21/25-8/27/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

WHOLE COOKED
CRAWFISH 3 LB BAG ...........................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. CYRUS O’LEARY’S

CHOCOLATE CREAM, KEY LIME,
LEMON MERINGUE PIES 23-30 OZ 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ............

$699
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL ................................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

      

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$219
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ...............................
USDA INSP. BONELESS HATFIELD 
HARDWOOD SMOKED HAM STEAK .. lb

lb
$299

$199

lb
$149

$239

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
STEAKS or ROAST

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$589
lb

lb

$1179
lb

Tuesday Night  6:30pm

Pitch Night
$5 per person

Wednesday Night 5-7pm

Smoked BBQ Dinner 
$10 per person

Thursday Night  7-10 pm

Karaoke by 
New England Disc Jockeys

Saturday Night  4-6 pm only  

Queen of Hearts Raffle
$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets

Drawing at 6:15 pm

Coming in September
Saturday Night

Spaghetti Dinner

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

2026 Norwegian 
Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia 
– Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Oct. 18 ....... Turkey Train ................................................$175
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
March 11 ... Tropical Costa Rica ..........................from $3569
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

Experience MORE 
with Norwegian 
Cruise Line

Book now 
for Best Cabin 
Location!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

➤ May 24-31, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

➤ July 19-26, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

➤ August 30-September 6, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Canada & New England Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

year at Mosier Elementary. 
For her, meeting her teach-
er tops the list of things to 
look forward to. “I’m most 
excited to meet my teacher,” 
she said. “I’m curious about 
what the food will be like. I 
hope I make a new friend.”

First grader Eliza Smith, 
new to the district, is also 
preparing for big changes. 
“I’m excited to see my teach-

er, Ms. Macey, and try gym 
class,” she said. “I’m a little 
nervous about going into a 
new school. I hope I see my 
friends.”

Whether it’s joining 
clubs, navigating hallways, 
riding the bus, or picking up 
a lunch tray for the first time, 
each student’s experience is 
shaped by a blend of antic-
ipation and uncertainty. But 
woven through all the voices 
is a common hope: making 

friends, feeling welcomed, 
and starting the year with 
confidence.

From kindergarteners just 
beginning their journeys to 
high school freshmen step-
ping into a brand-new world, 
students across the commu-
nity are carrying their hopes 
and jitters into classrooms—
ready to discover new oppor-
tunities and create memories 
that will last well beyond the 
first week.

STUDENTS from page 1

Submitted photos 
Macie Pease starts at Mosier Elementary 
School next year. 

Lilah and Eliza Smith are ready to wrap up 
summer and start a new school. 

troops in the summer. 
Finn O’Connor has goals 

and an eagerness to learn 
more about archery and ri-
fling for his marksmanship 
practice. 

“They really work hard, 
and you know they love what 
they’re doing, too,” said Greg 
Williams, the Committee 
Chair for their troop. 

Troop 303 is composed 
of over 40 members, ranging 
in ages from 11 to 18, where 
boys and girls learn their stuff, 
sell popcorn, perform com-
munity services, and get the 
chance to go on adventures 
like hiking and camping. 

“What I love about scor-
ing is just being able to es-
cape from the electronics and 
the world and into the woods 
to camp,” said Holmes. 

“I love most being able to 
help lead, help, and mentor 
the younger scouts with what 
they need while camping, like 
if they need help setting up 
their tents,” said Sowa. 

“I love being able to help 
people, going on camping 
trips, and escaping electron-
ics for a week. It’s nice to do 
that every now and then,” said 
O’Connor. 

Half of the troop is cur-
rently on a biking and back-
packing camping trip at Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, where some 
of the boys and Scout Master 
Jeffrey Holmes where they 
take the ferry to explore, bike, 
and camp around the island. 

The boys have all been in 
scouts since Cub Scouts, like 
Holmes, who’s been in scouts 
since Cub Scouts, and his 
dad is the Scout Master. The 
boys have grown up togeth-
er, learning from one another 
and rising through the ranks, 
and making life-long friends. 

“I joined as a Tiger in 
first grade at first to get out 
of the house, and then I met 
Bryce’s family, and I’ve been 
here ever since. Their family 
and my family are really good 
friends,” said Sowa. 

“I joined scouts because I 
love the outdoors, and I want 

to be involved with the com-
munity, but also really like 
learning new things about the 
plants, too,” said O’Connor. 

The popcorn sales are 
listed for support levels, with 
prices of the popcorn ranging 
from $10 to $30 in increments 
of support, 73% of the sales 
from each bag or box of pop-
corn going back to the troop. 

You can find Troop 303 
around South Hadley at var-
ious locations, including 
Liquor Town on August 30, 
Cumberland Farms on Au-
gust 31, September 7 also at 
Cumberland Farms, and back 
at Liquor Town on September 
13. All popcorn sale times are 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Scouts are a loyal, 
hard working, and dedicated 
group of young people who 
work hard as they learn more 
about themselves, and the 
world around them. A little bit 
of popcorn surely goes a long 
way when you think of the 
positive change and effects 
these sales have been able to 
help bring to the community. 

SCOUTS from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Beat the heat this summer 
with the cool (and always 
free) programs happening at 
the South Hadley Public and 
Gaylord Memorial libraries. 
We offer programs & ser-
vices, books & other mate-
rials to borrow, for all ages 
and interests. Families are 
welcome to spend quality 
time in our air-conditioned 
buildings. Library cards are 
free. We hope to see you 
soon.

Adult Programs at SHPL
The  South Hadley Chess 

Club  is a place for beginners 
and experienced players alike 
to learn, play, or compete. The 
Chess Club is a casual place 
for anyone to enjoy the game 
of kings! The next two meet-
ings will be held on Saturday, 
September 6 at 3:30 p.m.  in 
the Community Room.

Our  Spanish Conversation 
Circle  meets Saturday, Au-
gust 16 at 10:30  a.m. in the 
Trustees Room. This monthly 

group is an opportunity for 
Spanish speakers to practice 
their language skills. Partici-
pants should have some basic 
conversational skills to join 
the group. This is  not  a lan-
guage class.

Two groups continue 
to meet weekly: The  Tues-
day Night Knitters  can be 
found each Tuesday evening 
at 6 p.m. in the second floor 
Mandrachia Study Room. 
The online Gatehouse Writers 
Group  meets via Zoom each 

Friday morning at 10 a.m.
Two programs this month 

already have full registra-
tion lists:  Organizing Your 
Home on August 23. You can 
call the library the day before 
to see if any seats have be-
come available. 

Interested in joining a book 
group? Pick up a book in Au-
gust, take your time reading 
it, and come to the next meet-
ing in September. The  Hello 
Sunshine Book Club  is read-
ing  Lessons in Chemistry  by 
Bonnie Garmus and our  Be-
tween the Covers Romance 
Club  is reading The Wedding 
Planner by Danielle Steel. We 
also have books for the dis-
cussion groups that meet at 
the Senior Center. Check out 
the full selection near our new 
book area.

Online Author Programs 
(click each program for 

more information)
How to Thrive in a World 

of Constant Chaos with Or-
ganizational Psychologist 
Dr. Tasha Eurich. New York 
Times Bestselling Author and 
International Keynote Speak-
er. Thursday, August 28 at 2 
p.m. 

Children’s Programs at 
SHPL

Stuffed Animal Sleep-
over  is back! Drop off your 
stuffed animals on  Monday, 
August 25 between 1 and 5 
p.m., and pick them up  on 
Tuesday, August 26. They’ll 
have a fantastic time overnight 
in the library! See last spring’s 
fun here.

All of our  regular pro-
grams  continue as usual: 
Lego & Games, Rhyme Time, 
Storytime, Playgroup, Baby 
Lapsit (August 29), Read to a 
Dog (August 27). 

For personalized book rec-
ommendations, fill out a Book 
Bundle form. Questions about 
children’s programs or mate-
rials? Contact Jenny (jarch@
cwmars.org).

Teen Programs at SHPL
This month in Teens 

we continue with  Crafter-
noon,  Snackternoon  and 
Xbox1. Snackternoon,  Thurs-
day, August 28 at 4 p.m. will 
feature  Smoothie Making! 
Please sign up  online. Thank 
you to the Friends of the South 
Hadley Public Library for 
sponsoring our Teen Snack-
ternoon. Crafternoon features 

paracord crafting this month.
Our Teen Takeaways con-

tinue this month with Sea 
Glass Turtles.  Sign up  once 
and get a new Takeaway every 
month! We end the month with 
our Teen Night Craft Tuesday, 
August 26 at 6:30 p.m.

Our Teen Book Club Book-
troverts  continues and this 
month features  The Knock-
out by Sajni Patel. There is no 
in-person meet up. Enjoy the 
book on your own time. Cop-
ies are available in the Teen 
Room to check out. 

Any questions please email 
Bethany (broberts@cwmars.
org).
Gaylord Memorial Library 

Programs
For kids we also have our 

usual Story Times (Fridays at 
10:30 a.m.).   Join us on Fri-
day,  August 22 at 10:30 a.m. 
for  Mindful Music with Mr. 
Ryan, an exploration of mind-
fulness, music, Indian culture 
and PLAY!

We have three Satur-
day family events:  Sidewalk 
Chalk on Saturday, August 23 
at 10:15 a.m.

Drop-In Crafts Thursday, 
August 28 from 3 to 6 p.m.

Beat the heat this August at the libraries

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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SPORTS
T-Mobile is proud to an-

nounce that South Hadley 
High School has been se-
lected as one of the first 450 
schools nationwide to receive 
a $5,000 prize through the 
T-Mobile Friday Night 5G 
Lights program — a major 
initiative investing in high 
school football communities 
across America.  They are 
one of only four high schools 
from Massachusetts to win 
the $5,000 prize so far and 
the second one from Hamp-
shire County - Smith Voca-
tional and Agricultural High 
School  in Northampton was 
a winner during the first week 
of the program.

South Hadley High is not 
only among the 450 schools 
to receive this support — it’s 
now in the running for the $1 
million grand prize, which 
would transform the school’s 
football experience and ul-
timately benefit the entire 
community. Here’s how last 
year’s winner in Inola, OK 
won the grand prize: https://

www.t-mobile.com/news/
un-carrier/t-mobile-crowns-
inola-high-school-champi-
on-in-friday-night-5g-lights-
competition 

This is the social media 
post that the school shared 
announcing their participa-
tion https://www.instagram.
com/p/DMjGdOytfdE/,  and 
community engagement is 
key to winning the grand 
prize. The more local partic-
ipation the more it can help 
elevate the school’s chance 
to win. More information is 
available at: www.Friday-
Night5GLights.com. 

Last month, T-Mobile an-
nounced year two of its com-
mitment to small-town sports 
by announcing $4 million 
in total prizes — including 
a grand prize football field 
technology makeover — as 
part of this nationwide cam-
paign. In total, T-Mobile will 
award: 

One $1 million grand 
prize for a complete field tech 
upgrade, a renovated weight 

room from 
Gronk Fitness, 
an all-expense-
paid trip to the 
SEC Champion-
ship and more 

25 $25,000 final-
ist prizes for football 
programs 

450 $5,000 prizes for 
schools like South Hadley

Other area schools can 
still enter - the submission 
deadline is Sept. 12. Please 
let me know if you’d like to 
speak with a school represen-
tative or T-Mobile spokesper-
son.  

Last year, Ware High 
School was a finalist in the 
program.

South Hadley enters 
T-Mobil Friday Night 
Lights program

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Allison Fluery makes a pass. The Tigers host several night games every 
fall in multiple sports.

Griffin 
Soderbaum 
plays in one of 
South Hadley 
football’s home 
games last 
season.

Lincoln Belsky tries to evade the defense.

Olivia Athas punts a ball away during a 
night game last season.

Katherine McArdle makes her way across the 
field under the lights.

HOLYOKE - Although 
Valley will not return to the 
playoffs after appearing a 
season ago, the Blue Sox cul-
minated their 2025 campaign 
on a high note. 

On a humid July 30 eve-
ning in which they hosted the 
Upper Valley Nighthawks, the 
Blue Sox played one of their 
most important games yet 
with major playoff implica-
tions - although their fate was 
ultimately out of their hands. 

Movement in the out of 
town standings mathemati-
cally eliminated Valley from 
postseason contention late 
Wednesday night, but that did 
not stop the Sox from ending 
the season with one last of-
fensive explosion. 

“It definitely was the ele-
phant in the room,” said Blue 
Sox manager Endy Morales 
on the playoff implications 
of tonight’s game. “But at 
the end of the day it’s still 
the same game. You go into it 
with the same expectation to 
go out and compete, and to-

day our goal was to put up a 
lot of runs, and that is exactly 
what we did.”

Valley outpaced the Night-
hawks early, scoring 11 runs 
over the first three innings. 
Nicholas Spaventa opened 
the scoring in the bottom of 
the first with a two run dou-
ble, and was brought home 
later in the inning on a Wyatt 
Hunt single. 

A pair of singles from 
Isaac Wachsmann and Mi-
chael Elko scored two of the 
three Valley runs the follow-
ing inning, with the third re-
sulting from an Upper Valley 
error.

The outpouring of scoring 
didn’t end there for Valley, as 
five runs came across in the 
third inning. Spaventa, Elko, 
Chris Carson and Kai Cun-
ningham all brought in runs. 
The fifth run scored on anoth-
er Nighthawk error. 

These scores provided 
more than enough insurance 
for Valley, but the Blue Sox 
kept the bats going. They 

scored an additional 12 runs 
in the sixth, seventh and 
eighth innings en route to a 
23-1 win. 

The Blue Sox amassed 
18 hits over the course of 
Wednesday’s matchup. Kozar, 
an Amherstburg, Ontario na-
tive, enjoyed five hits and five 
RBI in six plate appearances. 
Carson added three hits and 
five RBI. Elko, Wachsmann, 
Spaventa and Hunt all had 
two hit performances, bring-
ing in nine total runs. Andrew 
Ciaglo, a typical pitching op-
tion for the Blue Sox, picked 
up a hit and RBI in just his 
second at bat of the season. 

The Nighthawks bats 
stayed relatively quiet over 
the course of the evening. A 
total of four hits were high-
lighted by an Anthony Brotz 
double in the top of the fifth 
that scored Upper Valley’s 
lone run. 

Andrew Basel started for 
the Blue Sox, and threw three 

Valley Blue Sox season ends 
with big win, no playoffs

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—After being 
forced to play the final 20 
minutes of regulation with 
only ten players, the chances 
of winning the Pioneer Val-
ley Summer Soccer League 
men’s championship title for 
the second consecutive year 
didn’t looking very promising 
for third-seeded Villa FC.

The defending champions, 
who were trailing 1-0, man-
aged to tie the match against 
top-seeded Cap & Hitch of 
New England with less than a 
minute remaining in the sec-
ond half.

The score remained tied 
during the two 10-minute 
overtime periods. 

During the ninth round 
of the penalty shootout, Villa 
goalie Lucas Morales-Fer-
nandez made an outstanding 
diving save giving his team an 
exciting 1-1 (9-8 PK’s) win 
over Cap & Hitch at Lusita-
no Stadium in Ludlow earlier 
this month.

“This is our second cham-
pionship in a year, and it feels 
excellent,” said Villa player/ 
coach Mike Lima following 
the match, which lasted more 
than two hours. “We’re one of 
the better teams in this league, 
so everybody always wants to 
be beat us. We were trailing 
late in second half, but we 
were able to battle back.”

Lima, who shared the 
coaching duties with Ruben 
Sousa, is one of the Villa FC 
players who graduated from 
Ludlow High School.  

The other former Ludlow 
High School soccer players 
listed on the Villa FC roster 

Short-handed Villa FC captures 
PVSSL Men’s Championship

are Kyle Tomas, who received 
a red card during the 60th 
minute, Brandon McCarthy 
and Enzo Botta.

A year ago, Villa FC, who 
plays their home matches at 

Minnechaug Regional, de-
feated Lusitano White in the 
men’s finals. They also took 
home the championship tro-

Please see BLUE SOX, page 8

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Anthony Basile, an Agawam High School graduate, poses with 
the trophy and league co-president Dianna Kolodziey.

Kamer Nuhiu, of Agawam, possesses the ball for Cap & Hitch.

Please see VILLA, page 8
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GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

no hit innings before allow-
ing a run in the fourth. Jake 
Andrews, Beau Elson and 
Andrew Wertz closed the 
game out, shutting down 
the Nighthawks. 

For Upper Valley, Jack 
Ruditzky started and strug-
gled. He gave up nine 
earned runs and 11 hits 
across 2.1 innings of work. 
The Nighthawks bullpen 
suffered a similar fate, al-
lowing 12 more earned 
runs to close the game out. 

Valley’s postseason 
hopes end tonight, but the 
memories from the season 
will carry on. Making the 
transition from player to 
coach, Morales looks back 
fondly on his inaugural sea-
son managing the Blue Sox.

“You start day one, and 
then you see the guys that 
stay here all summer and 
are really taking in the full 
experience. Doing an over-
night trip in Newport and 
Cooperstown, just kind of 
seeing that come togeth-
er, and then how quick the 
guys who joined us a little 
bit later get acclimated to 
the team,” said Morales. 

“That’s always one of 
my favorite things, you 
know, there’s that saying 
boys will be boys. There’s 
never any hesitation to 
them accepting each oth-
er. I just think seeing the 
togetherness of these guys 
this summer was pretty 
cool,” he continued. 

BLUE SOX from page 7

phy in 2017 with a 3-2 win 
over Pros Malaca.

Anthony Basile was se-
lected as this year’s MVP 
award winner. He was also 
the M.V.P. of the 2017 cham-
pionship match.

“This is a very special 
team with a lot of very special 
players,” said Basile, who’s 
from East Longmeadow. “I’m 
very happy that I’m still able 
to be a part of it.”

 Villa FC, who finished 
the regular season with a 9-1-
2 record, advanced into this 
year’s finals after defeating 
sixth-seeded STCC Alum in a 
penalty shootout in the quar-
terfinals, and Lusitano Red, 
6-2, in the semifinals.

Cap & Hitch (11-1) 
joined the prestigious sum-

mer league a year ago. They 
dispatched eighth-seeded 
Empower Health, 5-0, in the 
quarterfinals and the White’s 
6-2 in the semifinals.

“This was just an unbe-
lievable match by both teams. 
It’s tough that someone had 
to lose,” said Cap & Hitch 
head coach Bennett Walsh. 
“I’ve never been involved in 
a match where they were 18 
shots in the penalty shootout. 
I’m very proud of my guys.”

Both teams had chances to 
take the lead during the first 
half, which was 40 minutes 
long.

Cap & Hitch had the first 
opportunity during the 26th 
minute.

Ethan Czaporowski, who 
played soccer at Belchertown 
High School, weaved around 
a couple of defenders inside 
the box before firing a shot 

that deflected off the crossbar.
Another former Belcher-

town player listed on the 
Cap & Hitch roster is Shay 
O’Neill, who’s father, Devin, 
is the longtime men’s soccer 
coach at Western New En-
gland University. 

A minute later, Gabriel 
Ganzer, who plays for Villa, 
had a breakaway opportunity, 
but his shot attempt bounced 
off the left post.

Ganzer, who’s a former 
member of the Western Mass. 
Pioneers, recorded a hat-
trick in last year’s finals. He 
was also selected as the 2024 
MVP winner.

This year’s championship 
match was still scoreless at 
the half.

Cap & Hitch was given a 
penalty shot by referee Fabio 
Cardoso following a foul in 
the box twenty minutes into 

the second half.
Kamer Nuhiu, who grad-

uated from Agawam High 
School, stepped up to the line 
and fired a shot into the net 
past Morales-Fernandez.

During that sequence, 
Cardoso gave Tomas a red 
card leaving Villa with only 
ten players on the field.

Cardoso continued to is-
sue yellow cards like they 
were parking tickets, which 
kept the match from getting 
out of control.

Basile tied the score at 1-1 
after putting a shot into the 
net past goalie Alberto Truo-
iolo with only a couple sec-
onds remaining in regulation.

“I just saw an opportuni-
ty,” he said. “I just swung my 
foot and watched the ball roll 
to the back of the net. It just 
felt great.” 

At the end of the second 

overtime period, Bryant Kee-
ney had a chance to be the 
hero for Villa, but his line-
drive shot hooked wide.

The nine Villa players 
that made PK’s during the 
shootout were Andre Mor-
rison, Joao Miranda, Shane 
Sewell, Andrew Ortiz, Quin 
Serafino, Mason Perham, 
Mike Willis, McCarthy, and 
Ganzer.

The eight PK’s made 
by the Cap & Hitch players 
were Simba Pelletier, Bennett 
Walsh Jr., John Senn-Mc-
Nally, Dominic Cirelli, Con-
nor Weslocki, Czaporowski, 
O’Neill, and Nuhiu.

Morales-Fernandez finally 
ended the match by making a 
save on a shot attempt by Na-
than Sanchez. 

It was another memorable 
summer for the members of 
Villa FC.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Villa FC captured the PVSSL Men’s Championship earlier this month.

Shay O’Neill, of Belchertown, heads up the field with 
the ball.

Mike Willis, of Ludlow, heads the ball for Villa. Brandon McCarthy, heads up the field. 

VILLA from page 7

Turley Publications 
sports department has 
recently joined Insta-
gram. You can find our 
account by searching 
“turleysports.” We will 
regularly feature sam-
ples of photos that you 
will see in our publica-
tions on a weekly basis. 
Please follow and share 
with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be 
featuring photos from all 
11 of our sports sections, 
but as always, you can 
see all the photos that 
appear by subscribing to 
your local paper or pick-
ing up a copy in your 
community.

Follow 
Turley 
Sports on 
Instagram

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame has announced addi-
tional details, including start 
times for key events, regard-
ing the Class of 2025 En-
shrinement Weekend. 

The Class of 2025 cele-
bration will culminate with 
the Enshrinement Ceremo-
ny on Saturday, Sept. 6, in 
Springfield – the Birthplace 
of Basketball. 

Revealed in April, the 
Class of 2025 includes nine 
honorees, WNBA legends 
Sue Bird, Sylvia Fowles, and 
Maya Moore; and NBA stars 
Carmelo Anthony and Dwight 
Howard. Other inductees in-
clude two-time NCAA cham-
pionship coach Billy Dono-
van; legendary NBA referee 

Danny Crawford; Miami Heat 
owner Micky Arison; and the 
2008 USA Basketball Men’s 
National Team.

Enshrinement Weekend 
will tip off at Mohegan Sun on 
Friday, September 5, starting 
with the always-popular au-
tograph session, followed by 
a re-formatted Media Avail-
ability, and concluding with 
the headlining Tip-Off Cele-
bration and Awards Gala. The 
evening will also include spe-
cial recognition for the 2025 
Curt Gowdy Media Award re-
cipients, George Blaha, Clark 
Kellogg, Michelle Smith, and 
Adrian Wojnarowski, as well 
as longtime Boston Celtics 
executive Jeff Twiss, the re-
cipient of the John W. Bunn 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

The Class of 2025 and 
over 40 returning Hall of 
Famers will then journey to 
Springfield, Mass., for the an-
nual celebratory events taking 
place at the acclaimed Mar-
riott Springfield Downtown 
as well as Springfield’s Sym-
phony Hall. Fans and guests 
are also encouraged to tour 
and visit the Naismith Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame on En-
shrinement Weekend, where 
special events such as the Ice 
Cube Impact Award and Su-
perFan presentations will take 
place. 

Details of the schedule of 
events for Enshrinement 2025 
are as follows:

Friday, Sept. 5
Class of 2025 Autograph 
Session at Mohegan Sun 

(Uncasville, Conn.)
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Meet the Class of 2025 

at their first public Enshrine-
ment Weekend event! Each 
ticket to this event grants you 
the opportunity to receive one 
autograph per class member.
Enshrinement 2025 Media 

Availability at Mohegan 
Sun

2 to 4 p.m.
The Hall of Fame will 

implement a new media 
availability format, offering 
structured interview stations 
and podium access to the in-
ductees to facilitate in-depth 
coverage.
Enshrinement Tip-Off Cel-
ebration and Awards Gala 

at Mohegan Sun
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.: Recep-

tion
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.: Red 

Carpet 
8-10 p.m.: Gala Program

The Class of 2025 and 
the Hall’s prestigious annual 
award recipients will be cel-
ebrated at this televised En-
shrinement event at Mohegan 
Sun. This event will feature 
the unveiling of the Class of 
2025 rings, presented by Bar-
on Championship Rings, and 
the awarding of the Class of 
2025 Hall of Fame jackets, 
provided by Reveal Suits. The 
program will also include the 
presentation of the Hall’s an-
nual John W. Bunn Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the 
Curt Gowdy Media Awards, 
and recognition for the Na-
tional Wheelchair Basketball 

Hall of Fame Class of 2025.
Saturday, Sept. 6

Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame Museum Hours

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Jr. NBA Clinic at Na-

ismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame (Springfield, Mass.) 
9 to 11 a.m.

Young athletes will take 
part in a high-energy Jr. NBA 
basketball clinic that focuses 
on fun, skill development, and 
teamwork. Participants will 
work with trained coaches on 
fundamentals such as drib-
bling, shooting, passing, and 
defense, while also learning 
the core values of the game, 
sportsmanship, respect, and 
effort.

Basketball Hall of Fame releases enshrinement schedule

Please see HOOPHALL, 
page 9
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Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

TREE WORK OVERHEAD DOORS
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LOCAL LOCAL 
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INSURANCE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE Call Today for  Professional Installation 

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Enclosed

Utility
Dump

Equipment

TRAILER SALES

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

GLASS
• BUSINESS 

• AUTO 
• HOME 

• LIFE

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West St.

413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main St.
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

Following up on the 
resounding success of its 
inaugural campaign, the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 adult 
baseball league will hold 
its second Fall League this 
September and October.

Seeking to create a simi-
lar competition environment 
to its spring/summer league, 
Quabbin Valley, with con-
tributions from the Valley 
Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, created a four-team 
fall league last year featur-
ing the Braves, Dodgers, 
Cardinals, and Twins.

Those same four teams 
are set to return and each 
team tends to have openings 
on them. Additionally, the 
league is open to welcoming 
more teams in to the league 
if it finds enough interest.

The league is looking for 
at least one full team to join 

the league. If you play in an 
adult league in the region 
and have most of your team 
comprising of players over 
the age of 28 and would like 
to enter the league, please 
get in touch as soon as pos-
sible. The league is looking 
to finalize its schedule by 
Aug. 25.

While the fall league 
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games 
played with wood-bat only, 
which is customary for fall 
baseball. There could be 
some Saturday games add-
ed to the schedule depend-
ing on the completion of 
the spring/summer season 
as well as to makeup rain-
outs, potentially. Games are 
nine-innings long and there 
is a small playoff and cham-
pionship held at the end of 
the season. Last year’s fall 

season was eight games and 
that is the goal for this year. 
Free and low-cost fields 
are used as well as just one 
umpire in an effort to keep 
the costs lower for players. 
The cost to play will likely 
range from $40 to $60 for 
the eight-game schedule. 
Players from outside the 
Quabbin League may also 
pay a small fee for insur-
ance as well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcoming 
soon, but until then, to ex-
press interest in the league, 
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either 
GScibelli22@yahoo.com or 
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Schedule and team 
placement for unaffiliated 
players will be finalized in 
mid-to-late August. Please 
join in the fun this fall.

More teams wanted for Quabbin league
Coaches Circle Presenta-

tion at Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame (Springfield, 

Mass.)
1 to 2 p.m.

Join us in celebrating the 
exceptional coaches who will 
be honored with benches in 
the Naismith Coaching Cir-
cle. Established in 2015, the 
Naismith Coaches Circle pro-
gram was created to pay trib-
ute to basketball’s first coach, 
Dr. James Naismith, and to 
uphold the core values he 
instilled in his players: team-
work, determination, self-re-
spect, leadership, initiative, 
and perseverance.

Ice Cube Impact Award 
Presentation at Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame 

(Springfield, Mass.) 
2 to 2:30 p.m.

Jalen Rose, former player, 
TV analyst, and philanthro-
pist, will be honored in a cer-
emony on the Jerry Colangelo 

Court of Dreams. This award 
recognizes individuals mak-
ing substantial contributions 
to their communities through 
basketball.

Note: Ice Cube is sched-
uled to present the award in 
person
SuperFan Presentation at 

Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame (Springfield, Mass.)

2:30 to 3 p.m.
Several NBA SuperFans 

will be honored in the James 
F. Goldstein SuperFan Gal-
lery. This special space is 
dedicated to celebrating the 
most iconic and passionate 
fans of the game. 

NOTE: The 2025 Super-
Fan Class will be announced 
at a later date

Enshrinement Ceremony 
Reception at the Marriott 

Springfield Downtown 
(Springfield, Mass.)

4 to 5:45 p.m.
Toast the incoming Hall 

of Fame Class of 2025 at the 
Marriott’s rooftop prior to the 

sport’s ultimate recognition. 
The party is limited to select 
ticket holders for the En-
shrinement Ceremony.

Enshrinement Ceremony 
Red Carpet Show at Sym-
phony Hall (Springfield, 

Mass.)
6 to 7 p.m.

The Class of 2025, return-
ing Hall of Famers, and many 
of the sport’s icons walk the 
red carpet in a live NBA TV 
broadcast from outside Sym-
phony Hall and down East 
Columbus Avenue.
Enshrinement Ceremony at 

Symphony Hall
7 to 9 p.m.

One of the most elite 
events on the basketball cal-
endar, the Hall of Fame Class 
of 2025 will be formally en-
shrined into the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame in a 
nationally televised ceremo-
ny on NBA TV. The stars of 
basketball will gather to cele-
brate the newest group of the 
sport’s iconic figures.

HOOPHALL from page 8

     around

Reaching readers in 
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES, 30 years ex-
perience. Laminate flooring, carpet repair 
and installation, painting, patch work. Stor-
age Solutions. Call 413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

Town of Blandford 
Town of Blandford is hiring a 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the 
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18–$20/hr, based 
on experience. Communication, customer 
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

Town of Blandford 
is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
 TREASURER/COLLECTOR. 
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour. 

Please visit our website for full job
 description. 

Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil 
truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full time. 
Squier will provide CDL school for the right 
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5 
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING

AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks 
highly qualified applicants for the position 
of Executive Director. Responsibilities in-
clude the administration of 69 Chapter 
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter 
705 Family housing units. The Executive 
Director reports to a five-member Board of 
Commissioners.  Work schedule shall be 
a minimum of 22 hours per week during 
normal business hours, flexible as need-
ed. The estimated salary range $46,177.00 
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive 
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’ 
Executive Director Salary Schedule.
The ideal candidate must have  two years’ 
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely 
related field. Knowledge of the principles 
and practices of housing management, 
finances and maintenance systems in 
public or private housing. Excellent written 
and verbal communication skills required.  
Willingness to work with people of various 
socio-economic backgrounds. Must be 
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a 
property manager or similar classification 
by a nationally recognized housing or real 
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD. 
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up 
to one year of experience. Applications will 
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025. 
Please submit cover letter, resume and 
contact information for 3 references to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Ex-
ecutive Director Search Commit-
tee, Wilbraham Housing Authority, 
88 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA 
01095. Contact: Peter Manolakis 
(413) 519-8195
Wilbraham Housing Authority is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
part-time Town Hall Floater/Select-
board Administrative Assistant/As-
sistant Town Clerk.  $20-$22 per hour 
based on experience. 15 hours per week.  
Application and complete job description 
are available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@hun-
tingtonma.us. Position is open until 
filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 
413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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Town of Granby 
Massachusetts

Conservation Commission
The Granby Conservation 

Commission will hold Public 
Hearings pursuant to the Wetland 
Protection Act (MGL Chapter 
131, Section 40) on Tuesday 
September 09, 2025 to be held 
at 1 Library Lane-Old Carnegie 
Library-Top Floor to consider the 
following:

1. 7:30 PM-NOI-filed by Lau-
ra Stamborski, applicant, Jason 
Lafleur, owner, for a proposed 
construction of a single-family 
dwelling within the 100’ buffer 
to a bordering vegetated wetland 
including an onsite septic sys-
tem, well and driveway and asso-
ciate grading. Closest work pro-
posed greater than 50’ of BVW, 
with regards to property located 
at Cold Hill Road and known 
as Map 3-Block A-12.5, in the 
Town of Granby.

Members of the public can 
attend virtually by phone at +1 
(312) 757-3121 using Access 
Code: 282-289-421or by visiting 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/282289421.

Anyone wishing information 
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and 
place designated. The complete 
materials (including text and 
maps) relative to this “NOI” are 
available for inspection during 
regular business hours at the Se-
lectmen’s Office located in the 
Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State 
Street. Additionally, copies of the 
application may be inspected on 
the Conservation Commission’s 
web page at www.granby-ma.
gov. 

William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation 

Commission
08/22/2025

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HYBRID 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Route 202/33 Proposed 
Zoning Bylaw and 

Zoning Map Amendments
The Planning Board will 

hold a hybrid public hearing on 
Monday, September 8, 2025 at 
6:00 PM to consider proposed 
amendments to the zoning map 
and zoning bylaw relative to 
properties in proximity to  Route 
202 (Granby Road) and Route 
33 (Memorial Drive/Willimanett 
Street) to change the existing 

zoning to one of two new zoning 
districts identified as Residential 
Core and Residential Mixed Use.

Proposed zoning bylaw chang-
es would add new language to § 
255-10 Terms Defined; add new 
language to § 255-11 Establish-
ment of Districts; add new zoning 
districts and uses to § 255 Attach-
ment 1 – Use Regulations Sched-
ule; add new zoning districts and 
uses to § 255 Attachment 2 – Di-
mensional Regulations Schedule; 
add new language to § 255-15 
Overlay districts; modify lan-
guage to § 255-31 Flexible de-
velopment; modify language to § 
255-47 Multifamily and multiple 
dwellings; modify language to 
§ 255-34 Professional business 
uses; and create a new chapter § 
255-XX Route 202/33 Corridor 
Design Guidelines Overlay Dis-
trict.

Proposed Zoning Map chang-
es include property near Route 
33 (Memorial Drive/Williman-
sett Street) at the Chicopee city 
line northward toward the inter-
section of Route 202 and 33, in-
cluding  Willimansett Street, then 
progressing eastward on Route 
202 (Granby Road) to the Granby 
town line, and including the fol-
lowing streets: Yale Street, Dart-
mouth Street, Columbia Street, 
Harvard Street, Cornell Street, 
Oakwood Circle, Brigham Road, 
McDowell Drive, Forest Drive, 
Green Acre Road, Ridge Road, 
Glenn Drive, Karen Drive, Hick-
ory Place, Benger Avenue, Lois 
Avenue, Victoria Lane, Sunset 
Avenue, and East Street. The ex-
isting zoning of subject proper-
ties are proposed to change from 
Residence A-1 and Business A to 
the proposed Residential Core; 
and Residence A-1, Residence 
A-2, Business A-1, Business A, 
and Business C to the proposed 
Residential Mixed Use.

The public hearing will be 
held through hybrid format with 
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of 
the South Hadley Senior Center, 
45 Dayton Street South Hadley 
MA 01075. Virtual attendance 
will be hosted through the log-in 
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
z o o m . u s / j / 8 9 4 3 6 7 6 9 7 6 0 ?
p w d = N m d O 7 0 4 K x a o B W 1
sqUHPi07RcfSoKcN.1

Or join by phone: +1 (646) 
558 8656 Webinar ID:   894 
3676 9760 Passcode: 765579

Materials relative to this pro-
posal are on file in the Planning 

& Conservation Department Of-
fice (Room U6) in Town Hall and 
are posted at www.southhadley.
org on the Planning Department 
page  under ‘Route 202 & 33 
Corridor Re-Zoning’ or can be 
viewed at: https://www.south-
hadley.org/1400/Route-202-33-
Corridor-Re-Zoning 

Any person interested in, or 
wishing to be heard, should ap-
pear/join the hearing at the time 
and in the manner designated.  

Brad Hutchison, Clerk 
South Hadley Planning Boar

08/22, 08/29/2025

Town of Granby 
Massachusetts

Conservation Commission
The Granby Conservation 

Commission will hold Public 
Hearings pursuant to the Wetland 
Protection Act (MGL Chapter 
131, Section 40) on Tuesday, 
September 09, 2025 to be held 
at 1 Library Lane-Old Carnegie 
Library-Top Floor to consider the 
following:

1. 7:30 PM-NOI-filed by Ra-
chel Lemieux, applicant, Tessa 
Morneau, owner for the proposed 
construction of a single-family 
dwelling and an assessor dwell-
ing unit within the 100’ buffer to 
a bordering vegetated wetland in-
cluding an onsite septic system, 
well and driveway and associate 
grading, with regards to property 
located at Lot 19, Kendall Street 
and known as Map 7-Block 
A-21, in the Town of Granby.

Members of the public can 
attend virtually by phone at +1 
(312) 757-3121 using Access 
Code: 282-289-421or by visiting 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/282289421.

Anyone wishing information 
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and 
place designated. The complete 
materials (including text and 
maps) relative to this “NOI” are 
available for inspection during 
regular business hours at the Se-
lectmen’s Office located in the 
Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State 
Street. Additionally, copies of the 
application may be inspected on 
the Conservation Commission’s 
web page at www.granby-ma.
gov. 

William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation 

Commission
08/22/2025

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mongolian politician
  5. Coconut palms
 10. Rounded knob
 14. Japanese city
 15. Covers in soft 

material
 16. Walk around
 17. Ancient region in 

Syria
 18. French painter
 19. Grandmother
 20. Cow part
 22. Rocky peak
 23. Secret plan
 24. Sings to one’s lover
 27. More (Spanish)
 30. Father
 31. Chinese 

philosophical 
principle

 32. Hat
 35. In agreement
 37. A person’s brother 

or sister
 38. Evil spirit
 39. Monetary units
 40. Partner to cheese

 41. About Sun
 42. A place to dance
 43. Performer __ Lo 

Green
 44. Beach accessory
 45. Recipe measurement 

(abbr.)
 46. Partly digested food
 47. Pooch
 48. Honorific title added 

to family name
 49. Salts
 52. Lichens genus
 55. Lowest point of a 

ridge
 56. Type of sword
 60. Albanian language
 61. Gold measurement
 63. Italian seaport
 64. Longtime late night 

host
 65. Extremely angry
 66. U. of Miami mascot
 67. Mid-month day
 68. Omitted from printed 

matter
 69. Upper body part

CLUES DOWN
  1. Two-toed sloth
  2. Cooking ingredient
  3. Iranian city
  4. Publicly outs
  5. Steep-sided hollow
  6. Spoke
  7. General law or rule
  8. Extravagantly 

theatrical
  9. Very fast airplane
 10. Arm bones
 11. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea
 12. __ fide: legitimate
 13. Gemstone
 21. Counsels
 23. Top exec
 25. Cool!
 26. Touch lightly
 27. Extract money via 

taxation
 28. Dyes
 29. Cloying sweetness
 32. Soft drinks
 33. Capital of Guam
 34. Chemical compound 
 36. The bill in a 

restaurant
 37. Car mechanics group
 38. Late comedian 

Newhart
 40. Health care for the 

aged
 41. Wise individuals
 43. A passage with 

access only at one 
end

 44. Trim
 46. Former OSS
 47. The upper surface of 

the mouth
 49. Edible lily bulbs
 50. Type of reef
 51. Vaccine developer
 52. Mottled citrus fruit
 53. A place to store lawn 

tools
 54. Rare goose native to 

Hawaii
 57. Hollywood pig
 58. Musician Clapton
 59. Take a chance
 61. Spanish soldier
 62. Mark Wahlberg 

comedy

There was originally an 
18% increase at the begin-
ning of the year, and there 
was a vote for a 20% in-
crease in health insurance, 
meaning the town of South 
Hadley now owes an addi-
tional $1.2 million, and the 
schools have been asked to 
cover $250,000 of that sum.

“The next step… is that 
we are going to need to go 
back in and look at the bud-
get, and figure out a way to 
cut $250,000 from the cur-
rent budget,” said Voyik.

Because 19 positions 
were already cut this budget 
season, Voyik shared they 
would look at other areas 
first, like the vocational tu-
ition lines, the new trans-
portation department, and 
Voyik will be meeting with 
each of the schools’ admin-
istration teams. 

“My plan would be to 
come to all of you on Sep-
tember 4 with some sugges-
tions of potential items that 
the school committee can 
look at to review to cut that 
$250,000 from the budget,” 
said Voyik.

Danielle Cooke shared 
that they are looking at an-
other increase in the health 
insurance to come, and the 
effects this will have on 
the schools in the coming 
months. 

“Another thing that has 
been mentioned to me by 
the town… is that the school 
will have 9c cuts in the mid-
dle of the school year, and 
that’s another thing we’re 
gonna have to look at, if it 
ends up coming to be,” said 
Voyik. 

The Committee will be 
looking at other ways to fig-
ure out a solution to this new 
problem to bring to Town 
Meeting in the fall. 

Updates on Specialized 
Transportation

“As you all know, at the 
Town Meeting, the purchase 
of vans was approved, and 
as part of our budget, we are 
starting a new specialized 
transportation department,” 
said Voyik. “That has been 
going really well.”

New transportation di-
rector, Mandy Dowers, 
came to the meeting to 
share some information for 
he upcoming transportation 
department, and shared a bit 
about what this new trans-
portation system will look 
like. 

They began hiring driv-
ers in July, and they now 
have all drivers needed. 
Dowers also shared that the 
assistants will be trained as 
well, and that all vehicles 
are being inspected and will 
be ready for the first day of 
school. 

“Everything is looking 
really good for the first day 
of school,” said Dowes. 

They also shared that the 
DPW has graciously given 
them space for the vans to 
be parked, and the Com-
mittee is looking forward to 
having this new system in 
place for the district. 

Update on 
Wellness Committee 
Voyik provided an up-

date on the Wellness Com-
mittee, which was brought 
back in the spring by Mark 
McLaughlin, with a request 
for interest in people joining 
the new committee. 

“We weren’t expecting 
such a great response in our 
first call for volunteering,” 
said Voyik, sharing that the 
Committee had already re-
ceived interest from 15 ap-
plicants.

With the positive re-
sponse from the community 
and readiness for it to be-
gin, the Committee voted to 
move forward with review-
ing applications.

Voting on donation 
acceptances

The School Committee 
received a donation from 
the Ladies Landscaping, 
LLC to the Henry J. Skala 
School, in the amount of 
$500 for purchasing items 
for the new sensory room. 
The committee made a mo-

tion, and all accepted the 
donation unanimously. 

The committee reviewed 
a donation from SHMPA, 
the South Hadley Music 
Parents’ Association has 
put forward a donation of 
$4,703 for the two maching 
band positions that had to be 
cut after this year’s budget.

The condition they asked 
was for it to be applied as 
$3,253 for the Assistant 
Marching Band Director, 
and $1,1450 for the Fall Per-
cussion Arranger. The dona-
tions were collected from 
the community, family, and 
friends crowdfunding with-
in a few days.

Voyik and other mem-
bers of the board shared 
concern about the specific 
numbers, that it depends on 
the person who applies and 
their skillsets, and that they 
would be able to address 
that should the need for 
more funds present itself. 

The committee made a 
motion to accept the dona-
tion on the condition that it 
“covers the full expense of 
the positions while follow-
ing any and all contractual 
obligations in the unit of 
contract,” said Friesner. The 
motion passed unanimously 
to accept the donation.

There was also a do-
nation to the Michael E. 
Smith Middle School in 
the amount of $125 from 
the American Online Giv-
ing Foundaiton, Inc., and 
Principal Louis Martinez 
requested it to go into the 
school’s General Gift Fund. 
The donation was accepted 
unanimously by the com-
mittee. 

BUDGET from page 1

Public Notices

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Town Reminder

Obituary

 In Loving Memory of 
Richard Steiner, February 
14, 1944 - May 
23, 2025.

R i c h a r d 
Ste iner  passed 
away peaceful-
ly on May 23, 
2025, at Baystate 
Medical Center in 
Springfield, MA, 
after a courageous 
battle with cancer 
and other illnesses. 

He was surrounded by his 
loving wife Annie, daugh-
ter Michaella, son Alex, and 
“adoptive” son Keith. Born 
and educated in England, 
Richard led a vibrant life 
fil led with profession-
al achievements, global 
travel, and deep devotion 
to family and community. 
His career took him from 
lab research at Pfizer in 
England to roles in mar-
keting, sales, and ISO at 
West inghouse Electr ic 
in Belgium and the U.S, 
later joining Turbocare in 
Chicopee, MA. He also 
taught Business Systems 
at Holyoke Community 
College and served on the 
Belchertown EDIC Board 
and with BNI. In partner-
ship with Annie, Richard 
co-founded the Mucky 
Duck B&B in Belchertown 
and later welcomed inter-
national students into their 
home through McDuffie 
Preparatory School, expe-
riences that brought them 

lifelong friendships and joy.
Richard was a triathlete 

in his young-
er years and 
found  g r ea t 
happiness in 
his dog-walk-
ing communi-
ty later in life. 
He was known 
for his gentle 
spirit, generous 
heart, and the 

warmth of his ever-present 
smile. Above all, he was 
devoted to his family, proud 
of his children and grand-
children, and loved sharing 
in their accomplishments.

He is survived by Annie, 
his  wife of  56 years; 
his  children Alex and 
Michaella; grandchildren 
Zachary and Abigail; his 
sister Helen and her hus-
band Mike; as well as his 
brother-in-law Freddy,   and 
extended family across the 
UK, Australia, Belgium, 
and France.

In his final days, Richard 
left us with these sim-
p le ,  power fu l  words : 
“Life is short. Be kind to 
everyone.”

A  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f 
Richard’s life will be held 
on Saturday, August 23, 
2025, from 4 to 6 p.m.  
at the Willits-Hallowell 
Center, Mount Holyoke 
College, South Hadley, 
M A .  R S V P :  s t e i n e r _
annie@yahoo.com

Richard Steiner DEATH NOTICE

Richard Steiner  
Died May 23, 2025 
Services August 23, 2025
Willits-Hallowell Center, 
Mount Holyoke College, 
South Hadley, MA 
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“We’re really lucky to 
have the robotics club we 
have,” said Libby Smith. “We 
care a lot about building a 
community in the school.” 

During the challenge, the 
students present their robot 
to the judges, and also share 
their passions and what they 
love most about the art, and 
have won the Motivate Award 
with their matching T-shirts 
in pink, The Hare Bears, after 
their beloved teacher.

After budget cuts, many 
schools and their students 
may not have access to sci-
ence curriculum, and this pro-
gram of outreach helped to 
bring science and knowledge 
about the engineering indus-
try to students all over the 
community. 

“We do a lot of team 
building, and we’re all really 
close friends, which is awe-
some,” said Ella Wong. “We 
get together and it’s always so 
much fun.”

“This club has been a real-
ly great jumping-off point for 
me because it helps me learn 

more about the design and 
coordination process,” said 
Gideon Antonowicz. “The 
reason why robots are so dif-
ficult is because of the work 
that goes into them, but they 
are so much fun.” 

Many of the students are 
participating at internships at 
UMass Amherst. Gideon An-
tonowicz is spending time in 
the Mechatronics and Robot-
ics Research Lab, Ella Wong 
in the Stem Cell Culture Lab, 
and Uri Davidovitch is study-
ing in the Building and Con-
structing Research Lab. 

Libby Smith is studying 
in the Food Science Lab, with 
a grad student where she is 
studying coffee, and it’s pH, 
as well as how to make it 
shelf stable in order to mini-
mize food waste in the coffee 
industry. 

“It’s a lot of trial and error, 
and we really learn a lot about 
each other, as well as coordi-
nating how to get people to-
gether,” said Wong about the 
Robotics Team. 

Each of the members of 
the Team have different roles, 
whether it’s organizing and 
planning the events, coding, 

or directing the group, each of 
these students brings in their 
strengths to the team to help 
lift up all parts of it. 

“It’s been one of the best 
learning experiences I’ve ever 
had because we’re learning 
through doing the things- 
through building, coding, and 
seeing how it all works,” said 
Antonowicz. 

While most of the students 
have an eagerness to go into 
one of the many sub fields 
of engineering, whether it’s 
chemical engineering, bioen-
gineering, food engineering, 
or building and coding ro-
bots and machines, the Team 
served as an excellent start-
ing point for all of its young 
learners looking to find their 
thing. 

“We just really love the 
group, and being able to par-
ticipate in things like this, 
sharing what we love with 
the kids, is the best part,” said 
Wong. 

The students are preparing 
for their next challenge to be 
issued on September 6, and 
are looking forward to more 
in the coming years. 

Maisie Ahern directing the robot Gertie through to the end.

lies, and friends chose their 
golf club and ball, and went 
off to have some fun to try 
and get a hole-in-one. 

“Mini-golf in the library 
is so fun, and weather-proof! 
Joe, who runs the program, 
really transforms the space for 
a couple of hours, and fami-
lies love playing through the 
course. This year we had over 
100 people come through in 
two hours,” said Children’s 
Director Jenny Arch. 

The owner of Mobile Mini 
Golf, Joe Buckley, has creat-
ed courses and brought them 
to schools, companies, and 
libraries for the past fifteen 
years.

He has constructed over 
five full courses, and the one 
he took with them was his 
fifth iteration, showing the 
constant growth and evolu-
tion of these courses. People 
who have attended past mini 
golf events with him have re-
turned to play more, having a 
great time at each one, find-
ing new holes to try and new 
courses to experience.

As always, [my favor-
ite part is] just seeing more 
people in the library in the 
summer months is great, and 
connecting people with books 
to read on their vacations and 
road trips during the summer, 
helping people find an audio-
book that the whole family 
will enjoy,” said Arch. 

The library’s Level Up-
themed summer reading 
program also featured great 
events, including Mass Ca-
poeira, hula-hooping, and 
more up to the mini golf ad-
venture last Friday. 

“I loved connecting with 
families at the South Hadley 
Farmers’ Market,” said Arch. 
“There are two more Farm-
ers’ Market storytimes, on 
September 3 and October 1 at 
4 p.m.”

Over 230 kids and 60 
teens took part in the summer 
reading program this year, 
and 50 kids have turned in 
completed reading logs so far, 
which means each child read 
books for 14 hours or more.

“I hope kids develop or 
maintain an identity as readers 
- as people who love to read 
for fun and for information,” 

said Arch. “I hope they feel 
empowered to choose books 
they’re interested in and moti-
vated to learn about whatever 
they’re curious about.” 

Mr. Liam, Liam Hurley, 
will be coming back to the 
South Hadley Public Library 
once a month from Septem-
ber through December with 
his music prgorams for kids, 
with instruments, puppets, 
and ten-second dance parties. 

There will also be a Hal-
loween Costume Swap on 
October 11, and a Toy Swap 
on December 6. Susie with 
the Poop Museum will be 
coming on November 8, and 
be sure to sign up for the Kids 
Graphic Novel Book Club, 
and a spot to read with a 
Bright Spot therapy dog.

“Reading is a muscle that 
strengthens with practice, and 
in this time of wild misinfor-
mation and AI slop, having 
books on all topics, and all 
kinds of stories, is a valuable 
resource. And, you know, I 
hope they had fun building 
with Lego, playing board 
games, or coming to Rhyme 
Time or Storytime, too,” said 
Arch. 

GOLF from page 1
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Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas
William and Wade Selkirk having fun controlling their robots, racing to the finish.

Phoebe Geary and her dad figuring out how to code the mouse to get through the maze.

Submitted photos 
The library was packed with people going through the twisting courses around the room.

Picking out your favorite color club and ball is one of the best 
parts. 

Kids making their way through the different courses.There are plenty of fun and unique holes along the course.


