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St. Patrick’s Church holds

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY - St.
Patrick’s Church held their
annual parish community
picnic at the Summit View
Banquet House on Aug. 16.
The afternoon was one filled
with lawn games, drinks, ca-
tered food, a live DJ and bin-
g0 games.

“We have a nice venue,

we have a really nice DJ and
the people have a nice time,”
said Father David Aufiero.
The pastor is in his second
year at the parish and noted
the event was an informal
end-of-summer and “back-
to-school kind of event.”
“There are four pillars of
human development,” Father
Aufiero said as surveyed the
community members as they
enjoyed a rousing game of
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annual community picnic

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
St. Patrick’s Church held their annual picnic at the Summit View Banquet House.

bingo. “There’s the intellec-
tual pilar, the spiritual pillar,
te social pillar and the ser-
vice pillar.”

He noted the picnic was
a way to fulfill the social
aspect and as a way to unite
community members as they
celebrated the end of sum-
mer and the changing of the
seasons. Laid back events
like these, elaborated Father
Aufiero, were an opportunity

DJ Luis the Dancing Machine
strikes a pose for the camera.

for people to gather, social-
ize, relax and enjoy the day.

“This is just a part of the

whole piece of the pie, you
know?
like this is just kind of a laid-
back thing. It’s a nice thing
for us to do,” Father Aufiero

I think something

Please see PICNIC, page 6

Growing Wild grows
its influence within
the community

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY - The

, Growing Wild community is

expanding within South Had-
ley. An informal subcommit-
tee supported by the town’s
Conservation Commission,
the group aims to promote
independent growers within
the region, educate the public
about local plants and shar-
ing agricultural wisdom. Ac-
cording to their page on the
town website, the mission is
to make residents aware their

REBEXAH CORNELL

CONSERVATION
ADAMINISTRATORFLANNIA
THEE WARDEN

yard is a vital part of the local
ecosystem and is more than
just a place to host outdoor
games or cook barbecue.

“I think it was three or
four years ago,” said Con-
servation Administrator Re-
bekah Cornell when asked
what inspired the subcom-
mittee’s creation.  “There
were some members of the
commission that had been
following Dough Tallamy’s
work; Homegrown National
Park.”

Please see WILD, page 9
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Conservation Administrator Rebekah Cornell educates
residents during a Growing Wild workshop.

Titus Pond Conservation Area
restoration project under way

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY -
Concerted efforts to restore
the Titus Pond Conservation
area are under way. With a
recent grant awarded by the
Massachusetts  Executive
Office of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Affairs, the proj-
ect aims to renovate and im-
prove conditions within the
watershed. The area is home
to an extensive number of
underground culverts which
manage storm water runoff
as Buttery Brook meets with
the Connecticut River.

“The project will restore
the waterway through Titus
Pond to a defined meander-
ing channel,” said Conserva-
tion Administrator Rebekah

Please see TITUS, page 6
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The restoration project will change the Titus Pond

CGonservation Area.

Immaculate Heart of Mary
holds annual Summerfest

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - The Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary Church
held its annual Summerfest
barbecue chicken dinner
on Aug. 23 on the parish
grounds. The event fea-
tured grill favorites with hot
dogs and hamburgers served
as alternatives to the main
course.

“They used to do it in
the pavilion area,” said
church pastor Fr. Michael
Goodreau. The event was
held indoors due to unsafe
pavilion roofing conditions,
which is awaiting repairs.
Roofing costs to repair the
pavilion are estimated at
more than $100,000.

The signature barbecue
chicken is cooked outdoors
on a brick-in barbecue pit,

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

Volunteers gather to dish out the afternoon’s meal.

which was supplemented
with a hearty baked potato,
corn on the cob and a ice
cream cup for dessert. Tick-
ets were on sale for $15, with
all proceeds going towards
funding church utilities and

upcoming snow plowing
costs for the winter.

“It’s just a tradition to
raise funds for the heating,
the electrical and plowing

Please see FEST, page 2

Local band ‘Over and Out’ performs
free concert at Dufresne Park

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - Local band
Over and Out played at Du-
fresne Park on Aug. 18.
Granby residents enjoyed an
evening of free music and
lawn sports as classic tunes
wafted through the park. The
concert was sponsored by
Friends of Granby’s Elderly
with optional donations col-
lected by committee repre-
sentatives.

The Granby-based band
is comprised of vocalist and
guitarist “Crazy Joe” De-
Forge, bassist Rick Peterson,
drummer Ron LeBreton, lead

guitarist Jake Chartier, singer
Cindy Colon and keyboardist
Don Carden. Song selection
is a democratic process, with
band members proposing
their own songs they wish to
cover. After receiving recom-
mendations, the band collec-
tively decides which songs to
cover.

DeForge said his life-
long passion for music began
when his enlisted brother
brought home a “guy from
Ohio,” who couldn’t return
to his family. The guitarist
recalled the man had a Gib-
son guitar with him, which
sparked the mentor to take
him under his wing.

“I said ‘oh, I always want-
ed to learn how to play guitar’
and he taught me how to play
one song on a guitar,” said
band member Joe DeForge,
better known to friends by his
nickname Crazy Joe. “And
then the Beatles came out and
that was it.”

The band initially played
under the name, The Garage
Fossils. The band formed as
a result of members “jam-
ming together” in 2006 and
had an initial focus on work-
ing for charity. The initial
run for the band fizzled due to

Please see CONCERT,
page 12

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
Over and Out plays a free concert in Sedlak’s Gazebo located in Dufrense Park.
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South Hadley Council-on-Aging - Friends of the South Hadley Seniors

COMMUNITY CONVER-
SATIONS
Tuesday, Sept. 22 from 5:30
p-m. to 6:30 p.m.

& Thursday, Oct. 1 from 11
a.m. to 12 p.m.

Help the town enhance
services for seniors in South
Hadley. Town officials will
host community conversa-
tions to discuss needs, current
service levels and to prioritize
what more can be done. This
event will take place at the
COA. All are welcome.

Friends’ Annual Senior Ice
Cream Sundae Social
Wednesday, Sept. 2 from 3

to 5 p.m.

All seniors are welcome
and invited to join us at our
annual ice cream sundae so-
cial. This year’s social will be
held at Buttery Brook Park.
The Skidmarks will perform
all your favorite music from
the 1950s & 60s on the But-
tery Brook Park bandstage.

Register at the Council on
Aging. Cost is free for all
members of the Friends of the
South Hadley Seniors and $5
for non-members (payable at
the event). Raindate is Sep-
tember 3rd.

Remembering 9/11

A community viewing
event with FDNY First Re-
sponder Joseph T. Bonanno

In observance of the 25th
Anniversary of 9/11, the
South Hadley

Wednesday, Sept. 2 at the
Public Library, South Hadley
Council on Aging and South
Hadley High School will host
live community viewings of a
special Zoom presentation.

Sponsored by the 9/11
Tunnel to Towers Foundation,
FDNY First Responder

Mr. Joseph T. Bonanno
will share his personal expe-
riences and reflections on the
rescue and recovery efforts at
Ground Zero following the

September 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks. Attendees are en-
couraged to submit questions
for Mr. Bonanno in advance
through the South Hadley
Public Library website at
www.shadleylib.org. The
viewing at the Senior Center
is open to our members, while
the showings at the library
and high school are open to
the public. Registration is re-
quired.

A Matter of Balance: Man-
aging Concerns About Falls

Thursdays, Sept. 3 through
Oct.22from 12:30t02:30p.m.
Join us here for an engaging
free course designed to help
you reduce the fear of falling
and stay active. This series
offers practical strategies to
improve safety, explores med-
ical, behavioral, and environ-
mental risk factors for falls,
and highlights the importance
of creating a personalized ex-
ercise plan to support long-

term wellness.

Registration is required,
accesscarepartners.org/work-
shop-registration or call Andi
Waisman, Healthy Living
Coordinator at 413-538-9020
ext. 650.

Woodstock Bash

Wednesday, Sept. 16th, 11
am. to 1l p.m.

Come dressed in your
bell-bottom pants, long hair
and vests....we’re bringing
back 1969 with a delicious
luncheon prepared by Chef
Harold Dixson and music
by The Willies. Drawing
prize sponsored by the South
Hadley Senior Travel Club.
Registration is Required
and cost is $10 per person.
Please pre-pay. Doors open
at 11 a.m. lunch is served at
11:30 a.m., band plays from
12to 1 p.m.

Beatles Sing-a-long
Thursday, Sept. 17, 1 p.m.

to 2:20 p.m.

Brighten your day with a
group sing! We’ll provide the
lyrics and guitar accompani-
ment. Bring only your voice
and a sense of fun. We take
requests from The Fab Four
catalog.

Registration is Required.

Are You Curious About
Reflexology?

Friday, Sept. 18, 10 a.m.
Join me, Leslie Kelly, for
a friendly,informative ses-
sion where we’ll explore the
basics of reflexology, how it
works, and the potential ben-
efits for stress relief, circula-
tion, and balance in the body.
With 30+ years of experience
as a nurse practitioner, I have
helped thousands of people
find lasting relief from chron-
ic pain, stress, and sleepless-
ness. Whether you are new
to holistic wellness or simply
curious to learn more, this
session gives you a chance

to ask questions, see how re-
flexology is practiced, and
discover if it is right for you.
Come connect, learn, and take
a step toward greater well-be-
ing. I would love to see you
there!
Registration is Required.

Oktoberfest

Sept. 24 from 4 to 6:30 p.m.

Join your friends for a
German dinner catered by the
Munich Haus, featuring all
your Oktoberfest favorites.

Then sit back and relax or
get up and dance to the lively
sounds of the HAPPY FIVE
OOMPAH BAND bringing
authentic German music and
festive cheer. Don’t miss this
fun evening of food, music,
and community spirit- leder-
hosen optional- good times
guaranteed!

Dessert will be German
Chocolate cake. Dinner is $15
per person. Registration is re-
quired. Please pre-pay.

FEST from page 1

for the winter time,” Father
Goodreau said. “That’s the
real driving force behind it,
but also to gather as a com-
munity.”

The event contained a
plethora of raffles, including
a hybrid fundraising event
where attendees plunked
their raffle tickets in front of
presented prizes. The largest
raffle was what Fr. Goodreau
called a “lottery tree raffle,”
which served as the main
event of the afternoon. The
cash prize raffle featured win-
ning values of $500, $250 and
$100.

“I know it’s been more
than 30 years at least,” Go-
odreau said when asked how
long the event has been run-
ning.

The pastor has served the
parish for a little less than four
years. He mentioned, though
the barbecue chicken dinner
was the largest event the par-
ish ran, there were plenty of

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

Raffle ticket distributors smile for the camera.

others scattered throughout
the year.

“Last year we had a Pa-
triots ticket raffle,” Goodreau
said. “That helped raise funds
for the heating and plowing
as well. We do various things
like that over the course of the
year. My first year here, we
had (Boston) Red Sox tickets
somebody donated, so we did

a raffle for those.”

Goodreau says most of
the events were designed to
maintain the lot the church
already had, recruiting within
their already existing parish
body for volunteers to help
with event planning and other
day-to-day logistics. Howev-
er, the pastor stated finding
volunteers nowadays has be-

The well-attended dinner included multiple raffles.

come difficult.

“It’s hard to get volun-
teers,” Goodreau said. “If
you don’t have the good peo-
ple to help organize and run
it, then that’s why you see a
fall-off of events.”

He recalled attending
many church-run festivals
and functions in the past as
a “little kid” and mentioned

how much they dropped off
in recent years due to a lack
of willing volunteers, which
has culminated into a lack of
church community functions.

“You’ve got to get the
younger people involved to
help,” Goodreau said, calling
upon the local youth to “stand
up and volunteer.”

Despite his cautionary

words the event remained
well-attended, with some
parishioners also donating
baskets used in the raffle.
Notable donors were Buffalo
Wild Wings, the Pizza Palace
of Granby and Belchertown’s
McCarthy’s Pub.

Cooks prepare the takeout orders.

Children’s game prize vendor.
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Guided public trek at Black Stevens Conservation Area

SOUTH HADLEY—The
South Hadley Bike/Walk
Committee will host a guid-
ed Trek at the Black Stevens
Conservation area on Satur-
day, Sept. 12, 2026 at 9 a.m.

The conservation area is
a large wooded area that sits
between South Hadley High

116) and Plains Elementary
School (on Granby Road/Rt
202). Itis a very popular place
to walk in South Hadley.

The Trek, which will be
led by Bike/Walk Committee
member Jim Buckley, will
be approximately 1.75 miles
long and take about an hour.
There are some uphill por-

tions to start the trek, which
is a loop that begins at the
Newton Street trailhead near
the high school, travels to the
area near Plains School and
returns. The trail does have
some elevation so the begin-
ning will be uphill, while the
return is mostly downbhill.
There are a number of raised

roots along the way, so some
care should be taken while
walking.

Meet at 8:45 a.m. in the
South Hadley High School
parking lot near Black Ste-
vens Pond and the trailhead
on Newton Street. Weath-
er-appropriate  long-sleeved
shirts/pants are best since the

trek is in a wooded area. Wear
safe footwear, and bring wa-
ter, bug spray, and walking
poles, if desired. Participants
of all ages and new Trekkers
are always welcomed!

Treks are subject to
change or cancellation due
to weather or ground con-
ditions. Visit the Bike/Walk

page on the Town website
to view and download a trail
map and for any cancellation
notices or other information:
http://www.southhadley.org/
bikewalk. Should there be a
cancellation decision, infor-
mation will be posted online
by 8 p.m. the night before the
hike.

Submitted photos

NAMI offering education program

HOLYOKE — NAMI Western
Massachusetts is pleased to offer
their NAMI Family-to-Family
Education Program in person,
starting Tuesday, Sept. 15, from 6
to 8:30 p.m. in Greenfield.

What is the NAMI Fami-
ly-to-Family Education Program?

NAMI Family-to-Family is a
free, 8-session educational pro-
gram for family, significant oth-
ers, and friends of people with
mental health conditions. It is a

designated evidenced-based pro-
gram. This means that research
shows that the program signifi-
cantly improves the coping and
problem-solving abilities of the
people closest to a person with a
mental health condition.

NAMI Family-to-Family is
taught by NAMI-trained family
members who have been there
and includes presentations, dis-
cussions, and interactive exercis-
es.

Senior Center to show zoom presentation on 9/11 tragedy

SOUTH HADLEY - In
observance of the 25th An-
niversary of 9/11, the South
Hadley Public Library, in
partnership with the South
Hadley Senior Center and
South Hadley High School,
will host a live community
viewing of a special Zoom
presentation by FDNY
First Responder Joseph T.
Bonanno on Wednesday, no
Sept. 2 at 6 p.m.

in advance

Sponsored by the 9/11
Tunnel to Towers Foun-
dation, Mr. Bonanno will
share his personal experi-
ences and reflections on the
rescue and recovery efforts
at Ground Zero following
the September 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks. Attendees
are encouraged to submit
questions for Mr. Bonan-
through
the South Hadley Public

Library website at www.
shadleylib.org.
Community members
may attend the presenta-
tion at the South Hadley
Public Library, the South
Hadley Senior Center, or
South Hadley High School.
Please register with the lo-
cation you plan to attend.
Library registration is
available at www.shadley-
lib.org. To register at the

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Grinding

|
Lot

Clearing

Give us a call today for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com

DL&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Senior Center, call 413-
538-5030 (Option 3). Reg-
istration information for
South Hadley High School
will be announced soon.
This free program,
sponsored by the 9/11 Tun-
nel to Towers Foundation,
is open to the public. You
do not need to be from
South Hadley to attend.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

My wife and I file our
taxes jointly.

In 2024, 1 took an
IRA Required Minimum
Distribution, which was
significantly more than I
was required to take.

My Medicare premi-
ums were not affected
in 2025 and our Social
Security payments were
not reduced. Then, our
joint filing in 2025 kept
us below the IRS’ “Mod-
ified Adjusted Gross In-
come level. Yet in 2026
our Medicare payments
increased and our Social
Security payments were
reduced.

If my MAGI is below
the maximum for 2025,
will my regular SS pay-
ments/Medicare  reduc-
tions be restored in 20277
Is there any action I need
to take to ensure this
will happen or will our
Medicare payments and
reduced SS payments be
our new norm?

Signed: Worried Re-
tiree

Dear Worried Retiree:

FYI, your Medicare
premiums in 2026 were
affected by the large
RMD you took in 2024,
which caused a Medicare
provision known as the
“Income-Related Month-
ly Adjustment Amount ”
to apply for 2026.

When determining the
Medicare Part B premium
for next year (each fall),
Medicare uses the income
you reported to the IRS
two years prior to calcu-
late your Medicare Part B
(and Part D) premium for
upcoming year.

If you exceed the
base “IRMAA” income
threshold two years ago,
then your Medicare pre-
miums for the next year
will include a supplemen-
tal amount on top of the
“standard” Medicare pre-
mium for that year.

The amount of the
supplement depends on

We were bitten by Medicare’s
IRMAA this year; What should | s0?

how much you exceed
the base IRMAA thresh-
old by (FYI, the base IR-
MAA threshold for 2026
for a married couple filing
jointly was $218,000).
If your 2024 income ex-
ceeded that initial IR-
MAA threshold, you paid
a higher Medicare premi-
um, which also reduced
your SS monthly pay-
ment because Medicare
is deducted from your SS
benefit. IRMAA uses a
sliding scale to determine
how much more than the
standard Medicare premi-
um you will pay.

However, that will
all automatically correct
itself going forward. In
other words, when de-
termining your premi-
ums for 2027, Medicare
will look at your 2025
income. If your 2025
MAGI is less than the
base IRMAA threshold,
you and your wife will
both automatically revert
to paying the standard
2027 Medicare Part B
and Part D premiums.

You don’t need to
take any action for that to
happen; it will all be au-
tomatic.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

Vandalism against No
Override lawn signs

To the editor

I am sorry to report that
at least three of the “Vote
NO OVERRIDE’ lawn signs
were dismantled sometime
Thursday night Aug. 20 and
Friday morning Aug. 21.

The signs were in proper
positions at night at the Lath-
rop/Brainerd intersection
and on North Main Street,
but were found askew in the
weeds in the morning.

The sign on Brainerd was
vandalized three times and re-
instated; however, the fourth
time it was stolen during the
day-after 9 a.m. and has not
been found.

Two of the signs were not
damaged per se, but one was
actually stolen and all inci-
dents have been reported to
the South Hadley Police De-
partment.

The Police noted that the
wind might have dislodged
the signs from their wire
frames, but it was obviously
vandalism and theft.

Except for hurricane forc-
es, wind could not lift these
three signs from their wire
frames.

It was suggested to the
Police that they check the
area for possible outdoor
security cameras that might
have caught the vandals in
the act, but it is not known
if any investigation has fol-
lowed.

It is sad to see such acts of
vandalism and theft over the
mere expression of political
differences and free speech.

Dr. Stephen Frantz
Resident of South Hadley

Support

Newspaper

Preservation questions are
popular this time of year

awn, who gardens in
Tolland, asked a few
questions of the Gar-

den Lady this past week.

You see, this is the first
year in three years that Dawn
has a had a productive garden.
Her former garden was too
far from the house to be
tended. It was tricky
to irrigate and an-
imals often found
their way through or
under the fence.

Dawn’s hard
work ended up be-
ing a hearty meal for
woodchucks and more.

Now, with raised beds close
to her house, she is grateful
for a bountiful harvest.

First, she wanted to be
reminded how to roast toma-
toes.

I enjoy roasting my cherry
tomatoes; it’s a great way to
use them up when they pro-
duce like gangbusters.

Depending on the size,
I either cut them in half or
quarters and put them no more
than two rows deep in a roast-
ing pan. I sprinkle a teaspoon
or two of extra virgin olive oil
over the tomatoes and then I
add half an onion and two-
three cloves of garlic.

After mixing all the ingre-
dients together, I bake at 400
degrees for about an hour,
stirring midway. You know
when it is done when the
skins pucker and there is very
little liquid left. Now you can
either eat it this way, say over
pasta or rice, or you can zip
it up with a few basil leaves
and you have made your own
sauce.

No need to de-seed or re-
move the skins. Just think,
all that added fiber and good-
ness, with less work to boot!

You can tailor your roast-
ing to suite your own taste
buds as well. Some folks add
chopped peppers or eggplant.

Certainly you can use any
type of tomato, too and add
additional herbs or spices.

Speaking of  peppers,

Dawn also wanted to know
how to roast peppers. It’s a
little different from tomatoes.

Peppers roast best when
they are fully ripe —i.e., when
they have changed color. I
have mentioned it be-
fore,

¢

but my favorite roasting pep-
per is “Carmen,” a long bell
pepper with thick walls.

Simply wash the fruits
and position them whole in a
single layer under the broiler,
turning frequently until they
bubble up and char slight-
ly. This can also be accom-
plished on a gas grill or as
my husband will attest, over
the flame of your kitchen gas
stove.

Once charred, place them
in a paper bag or covered con-
tainer. The steam will soften
the skin to the point it can be
rubbed off, revealing yummy,
thick flesh.

Pull off the stem and re-
move the seeds and voila!
Roasted red peppers are yours
to freeze.

I just blot mine dry and
put them in single servings in
plastic freezer bags. The fruit
is easily thawed by placing
the bag into a shallow basin
of water; likewise, you can
pop the pepper popsicle on to
a plate and let it thaw in the
fridge.

Roasted peppers are fan-
tastic on homemade pizza or
blended into hummus.

I shared with Dawn that
I was making pickles. She
went on to say that hers never
turn out well, so I texted her a
copy of a recipe given to me
by a dear coworker over 20
years ago. I am still making

them.

I’m not sure who original-
ly gave Ron the recipe, but
here it is for anyone wanting
to use up an abundance of
cucumbers. I’ve made it with
full size cukes as well as pick-
lers.

I would recommend that

you fill your canning jars,
be it quart or half gallon,
with the cucumbers first.
They can be packed
tightly.

Then, add plain wa-
ter to the jar all the way to
the rim. Dump the water out
into a large measuring cup to
see just how much liquid you
need.

Then you can adjust the
other ingredients to the ra-
tio in the recipe. I learned
this trick the hard way after
wasting ingredients because
I didn’t need quite a double
recipe.

Ron’s Pickle Recipe

Ingredients:

14-16 cucumbers

8 teaspoons pickling spice

6 dill tops

6 cloves garlic

2 teaspoons sugar

4 tablespoons Kosher salt

1 cup vinegar

5 cups water

Instructions:

Combine all ingredients
into canning jars. Shake and
leave on counter for 36 hours.
Refrigerate for two days be-
fore eating. Will keep in the
fridge for a few months al-
though the flavor will intensi-
fy with storage.

Enjoy the harvest as much
as Dawn is!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.

I received an email from a
Hampden resident, who sent
two photos of Eastern blue-
birds — one adult male and a
fledgling.

She states, “I
Hampden, for the
past several years
we have been
blessed to have
a pair of blue-
bird’s nest in
our yard. They
have had three
broods of babies
each year includ-
ing this year.”

The fledgling in the
above photo is a male. The
photo was taken shortly
after fledging. Wing feath-
ers, wing coverts and tail
feathers are essential in de-
termining the sex of young
bluebirds.

By day ten to eleven
days after hatching, feath-
er colors are noticeable.
The blue tail in males and
gray in females become
apparent. In the male, the
short tail at fledging is
bright blue. Times may
vary but by day 13 the tail
color is apparent.

Both sexes have a gray
spotted back and chest.
They also have a white eye
ring.

By the time a bluebird
is 19 to 24 days old, the
male has blue wing coverts
and the female gray ones.

At five weeks old the
young male has blue wing
feathers and a bright blue tail.
The female’s primary wing
feathers are blue, but con-
cealed. The base of her tail is
blue and the rest bluish gray.
Spots are still present on back
and breast.

Young bluebirds contin-
ue to depend on their parents
for food until six weeks old.
Siblings tend to forage near-
by until they join flocks of
young birds. Some first brood
birds even help raise their
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parents next brood if their
parents have a double brood
season.
Between July and October
young birds begin to re-
place

2

Photo by Elizabeth Frederick
This adult male Eastern bluebird is
seen at the entrance of a bluebird
house checking on his brood.

their juvenile plumage. Blue
and brick red feathers be-
gin to appear. By mid to late
October all juveniles finish
molting into their first adult
plumage.
Leucistic crow

I met a New Braintree res-
ident at the Oakham Post Of-
fice this week. He said he saw
a crow with one white wing.
Leucistic birds are birds that
have abnormal plumage col-
oration due to a genetic muta-
tion that causes a partial loss
of pigmentation.

They may have washed
out feathers or blotches of

white feathers. While rare,
they are found in many bird
species around the world.
Whippoorwills
A Brimfield resident
emailed, “I thought
you’d be interested to
learn that I still have
several ~ whippoor-
wills calling at dusk
in the lower Haynes
Hill/Paige Hill area
of Brimfield.”

She stated, “I've
only lived here four
years, but they are
here every year!. They

start calling about 8:30
p-m.”

She stated, “My grand-
parents owned a house that
bordered Reedy Meadow
in Lynnfield. We heard
Whippoorwills there. So
cool to have them calling
from my front and back
yards at the same time.”

While on vacation as
a child on Lake Winnis-
quam, my dad, brother
and I would hear them
calling while fishing for
horn pout at night. I used
to hear them in Oakham,
but I not heard one in
years.

Owls hooting

I do hear barred owls
hooting back and forth
at night. Sometimes they
are quite loud and can be
heard even with the windows
closed.

Juvenile red-tailed hawk

I received an email from
a reader who saw a juvenile
red-tailed hawk in her front
yard. She stated, “It was quite
beautiful. It had a small ro-
dent for its dinner. It was real-
ly close to my front door, I've
never seen a hawk so close to
me.”

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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College Notes

Gauthier graduates from Syracuse
University

JohnMichael Gauthier, South Hadley, graduated magnacum
laude from Syracuse University on May 10 with a bachelor’s
degree in aerospace engineering and a minor in mathematics.
Gauthier made the College of Engineering & Computer Science
dean’slistsix times and wasinductedintoTau BetaPi, the nation-
al engineering honor society. He was also inducted into Sigma
Gamma Tau, the national aerospace engineering honor society
and Pi Mu Epsilon, the national mathematics honor society.
While at Syracuse University, Gauthier was a tutor for Syr-
acuse’s Center for Learning and Student Success (CLASS).
He was named a Syracuse Success Scholar and completed a
summer internship at Titeflex in Springfield.

Local residents named to Simmons
University Dean’s List

The following local residents were named to the 2026
spring semester dean’s list at Simmons University in Boston.
Zoe Lee-Davis, Easthampton; Asha Kulp, Florence;
Eva Bartosz, Granby; Lane Atkinson, Haydenville; Ju-
liana Coelho, Holyoke; Yana Zaghloul, Northampton
To qualify for dean’s list status, undergraduate students must
obtain a grade point average of 3.5 or higher, based on 12 or
more credit hours of work in classes using the letter grade
system.

University of Rhode Island celebrates
more than 4,000 new graduates
during 2026 Commencement

KINGSTON, R.I.—The University of Rhode Island cele-
brated more 4,000 of its newest alumni during the University’s
2026 Commencement. Approximately 3,800 undergraduate
degrees and 900 graduate degrees were conveyed to students
during the ceremonies which took place May 15-17, 2026.

Among the graduates were:

Samuel Desautels, of South Hadley, graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts, Criminology & Criminal Justice and a
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science

Gabriel Arabik, of Granby, graduated with a Bachelor of
Science in Computer Engineering

TOWN Reminder

Seventh Annual Putt for Pets

GRANBY—The 7th An-
nual Putt for Pets and Vets
Tournament was played at
Westover Municipal Golf
Course in Granby on Satur-
day, July 18. Players from
Connecticut, New York, Flor-
ida, California, and Alaska
braved brutal weather condi-
tions and joined local golfers
for the event, which was held
in loving memory of Tucker
Moran, Margot Moran, and
Chris Whalen.

Tucker was a graduate
of Ambherst Regional High
School before enlisting in the
Navy and serving in the Ko-
rean War. Upon his return, he
used the G.I. Bill to attend the
University of Massachusetts.
He died unexpectedly at his
home in Belchertown in July
of 2017 and is buried at the
Massachusetts Veterans Cem-
etery in Agawam.

Margot was a graduate of
Belchertown High School,
Mount Holyoke College, and
the University of Massachu-
setts. She held two careers:
first as an English teacher/
professor for South Hadley
High School/Westfield State
College, then as the Admin-
istrative Assistant for St. Mi-
chael’s Cathedral in Spring-
field. She died unexpectedly
at Baystate Wing Hospital in
June of 2025. She is buried
with Tucker at the Massachu-
setts Veterans Cemetery in
Agawam.

Chris was a graduate of
Cathedral High School and
the Massachusetts College of
Liberal Arts. His infectious
personality touched count-
less lives, especially as he
through-hiked the Appala-

$1200/week
207-607-9333

HL, i

i ] W Town Remlnder,

;;:‘g}; P Mi

Be T "

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

(from all wars and branches, including =~
' honoring deceased veterans), reservists, \ it
11'1 active duty U.S. Mlhtary members Ly

il Please submit a photo of your veteran w1th h1s ‘“‘I ﬁ: )
or her name, rank branch of military and hometown i

' 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
‘;}ﬂ ' All photos will be returned.
? 1(

Please submit your photo no later than
| Monday, October 27, 2026 g

ey There IS no cost to submlt a photo
h i;\‘ No photos wzll be accepted after deadlme

H\

1

Page 5

and Vets Tournament

chian Trail in 2021. He died
unexpectedly at his home in
Otis in February of 2025 and
his ashes were spread private-
ly by his family and friends.
92 golfers and 9 volun-
teers participated in the event.

The proceeds from the tour-
nament have been evenly split
between the Belchertown
Animal Relief Committee
(BARC) and the Sgt. Joshua
D. Desforges VFW Post 3236
in Ludlow.

Submitted photos

The Moran and Whalen
families thank Westover Mu-
nicipal Golf Course and all
those who participated in the
event.

Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse

Our Own: Beans, Blueberries, Carrots, Corn, Radishes,
Peaches, Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Leaf Lettuce,
Plckles, Scalllons, Beets, Cucumbers & Watermelons

‘ll 413-467-3794 ¢ www.dickinsonsfarm.com
Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm ¢ Sun. 8am-6pm

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted i
MUMS < Sorry No Checks F(a?(rrgge?élzgsd
ARE HERE! Gift Certificates Available

South Hadley Public Library

2 Canal Street. South Hadley ¢ shadleylib.org ¢ 413-538-5045

SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Remembering 9/11:
A Community Wide Viewing Event with FDNY First Responder Joseph T. Bonanno
Wed., Sept 2 at 6 pm — Community Room
Sponsored by the Tunnel to Towers Foundation retired FDNY Joseph T Bonanno, via Zoom,
will give a simulations presentation at the South Hadley Public Library, South Hadley Senior Center,
and South Hadley High School. Mr. Bonanno will share his personal experiences and reflections on
the rescue and recovery efforts at Ground Zero following the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
You can register to attend the library at shadleylib.org or call 413-538-5045.
If you want to attend at the Senior Center, please call 413-538-5030 x 3.
Information for the High School will soon follow.

FixIt Clinic!
Saturday, Sept 12 from 10 — Noon.

Registration Required. Please Pick a 20-minute slot. We have Two volunteers to help you gwlue
together, figure out, or screw or help you fix a physical item. We have one volunteer that can help
you with plants and pests — sign up to help your plants strive and help you get rid of pests
in your home or yard. And last but not least we have a volunteer that does visual mending.

Do you have a small hole that needs to be repaired? OR maybe a button that need to be attached?
Sign up at shadleylib.org.

Local Author Talk: Danielle Raad author of “Above the Oxbow”
Wed., Sept 23 at 6 pm

Above the Oxbow explores the rich history and stories surrounding Mount Holyoke, one of
Western Massachusetts’ most beloved landmarks. Author Danielle Raad reveals how people have
experienced, shaped, and fought to preserve the mountain over the past two centuries. Discover
stories of the historic Summit House, a long-gone tramway, an airplane crash, and the community

efforts that protected this treasured landscape. Raad is a public historian, anthropologist,
archaeologist, curator, and professor of history and museum studies at the University of Georgia.

West African Drumming Group
Sat., Sept 26 at 11 am

If you have a heartbeat, you can drum! For millennia, drumming has brought people together in
community to create peace, health and wellness. The uplifting rhythms of Africa relieve stress

and help people connect with each other, as well as their own joy. The drummers encourage
participants to jam out and express their rhythms creatively. They also teach the basics of hand
drumming and traditional rhythms from Mali and Guinea, West Africa. Drums provided and no

experience necessary. Sponsored by the South Hadley Cultural Council.

“Radium Girls” Presentation followed by a book group with Robert Comeau
Wed., Sept. 30 at 6 pm
Did you want to talk about the book “Radium girls” and did you want to learn more about the
history of this book? Come and enjoy a presentation at the South Hadley Public Library, followed by
a book discussion! This program is funded by the South Hadley Local Cultural Council.
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PICNIC from page 1

said. He noted additional
benefits to outdoor events
gave people a reason to get
out of the house and remind
themselves they’re part of a
wider community.

“I think it’s very nice
because everybody gets
together,” said Luis Rodri-
guez, better known in the
region by his stage name, DJ
Luis the Dancing Machine.
“There’s so many churches
that have nice events but I
think St. Patrick goes out of
their way to make this event
for everybody.”

The “nice party,” in his
words, allows him to prac-
tice his craft while also giv-
ing him an opportunity to
give back to a community
he cherishes. He called the
annual picnic an “awesome
event” and wished more lo-
cal parishes provided the
same sense of togetherness
he felt during the proceed-
ings. He also stated events
like these were good for the
wider community, especial-
ly with “all the things hap-
pening in the world.”

“Everybody is welcome
in the community,” said Par-
ty People Planning Commu-
nity representative Jessica
Carey. “Even though it’s
supported by St. Patrick’s
Parish, anybody can attend.”

A lifelong member of
St. Patrick’s Church, Carey

called the end of summer event “nice”
and “quaint,” as well as an excuse
for fellow members to be with their
friends. She expressed her gratitude

Cheerful volunteers collect mon

§

ey for raffles and lotteries.
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Bingo raffles and smiles abound.

to the Summit View Banquet House
for hosting the annual picnic, which
has been the venue for “a long time.”

“It’s changed over the years,” Car-

August 28, 2026

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
The well-attended event provided some relaxation and socialization
opportunities for the community.

Left: A wider shot of the venue.

ey said as she reflected on how the
provided activities have changed over
the years. “I remember one year I
brought my daughter and she’s really

into horses. She spent the entire three
hours on the pony.”

!.

Father David Aufiero enjoys a game of
bingo.

Jessica Carey with raffle
tickets in hand.

TITUS from page 1

Cornell. “This will increase
floodwater and storm water
attenuation.”

The grant was awarded
as a result of the Municipal
Vulnerability  Preparedness
program, described by pro-
vided grant documentation
as “a partnership between the
state and local communities
to build climate resilience
through grant-funded proj-
ects.” The program aims to
fund initiatives which allow
towns to plan and create cli-
mate change resilient proj-
ects.

The Titus Pond Conser-
vation Area is a region con-
sisting of 3.7 acres, which
includes an artificially cre-
ated pond, a feeder stream
and the associated wetlands
surrounding the region. The
pond has been used as a fish-
ing spot by local children for
years, though recent years
have revealed Titus Pond to
be filled with nitrogen and
phosphorus,  which  both
block sunlight and deplete
oxygen levels in the water;
causing depopulation. Ac-
cording to the town web-
site, the area is also plagued
with an “unsightly growth of
duckweed” on the pond’s sur-
face in the summer

The pond is an artificial
construction, an impound-
ment created by the Queens-
ville Dam, which was found
in a 2018 inspection to be
both in poor condition and re-
quiring “‘significant repairs”
totaling a projected $175,000.

The dam’s removal is list-
ed to be the first action item
for the restoration project,
which will be followed by
local wetland restoration and
“ecological enhancement” of
the original impoundment to
both increase the area’s flood
storage capabilities and im-
prove conditions for the local
habitat.

“Rather than spend mon-
ey on perpetual upkeep,
this project will remove the
town’s liability associated
with the dam and restore the
surrounding ecosystem for
improved storm water reten-
tion,” Cornell said. “This mit-
igates flooding, erosion, and
other storm impacts in dense-
ly populated downstream
neighborhoods.”

Other benefits include an
expected improvement in wa-
ter quality as well as allevi-
ating other “potential public
health concerns” which arise
as aresult of local water nutri-
ent and bacteria impairments.
The restoration efforts have
been “years in the making”

An example of the local wildlife.

and began as a result of an
MVP action grant funded to
create a town wide culvert as-
sessment, which included an
inspection of the Titus Pond
Conservation Area and relat-
ed downstream areas.

The restoration is on its
way, with final construction
and bidding documents to be
completed in the fall. A do-
it-yourself storm water man-
agement workshop is sched-
uled in October to inform
residents about the “issues
of increased precipitation,
water quality and climate
change.” The workshop will
also instruct residents on how
to collect rain water, provide
rain barrel construction Kkits
and also give away native
trees and shrubs for re-plant-
ing.

Construction bidding and
plan implementation is set to
begin in Spring 2027, with
construction scheduled to
complete by June of 2028.
A Community-Build Imple-
mentation Day will occur in
July 2027, which will host a
volunteer-driven ~ workshop
to answer questions about
the restoration projects, why
certain elements are being
implemented as well as a
hands-on opportunity for
“residents to get dirty doing
stream restoration.” Those
interested in volunteering can
email conservation@south-
hadleyma.gov to sign up for
Implementation Day or other
outdoor volunteer projects.

“This project will restore
Titus Pond Conservation
Area as a healthy, diverse
wildlife habitat while im-
proving its accessibility and
usability as a public conser-
vation area,” Cornell said.
“Although it will no longer
be a pond, it will always
have water running through
it, which creates a diverse
environment for insects and
wildlife in an urbanized part
of South Hadley.”

TITUS POND
CONSERVATION AREA
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Titus Pond will become wet lands as a result of conservation efforts.
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By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG—A year
ago, Chicopee’s Griffen
Wrisley and Minnechaug’s
Tyler Supczak were start-
ers for the West soccer
team which captured the
Gold medal at the annual
Bay State Summer games.

Kayson The duo were the only
Gauthier, returning starters on this
of South year’s West squad.

Hadley, The West team took
looks to home the Silver medal
make a at the Bay State Sum-

free kick.

mer Games following a 2-1 loss to
Central in this year’s Gold med-
al match, which took place at the
Game On Sports and Performance
Center in Fitchburg on July 11.

“I was lucky enough to be a
member of the Gold medal team
last year,” Wrisley said. “We have a
bunch of new players on this year’s
team and were hoping to win the
Gold Medal again. It’s a lot of fun
being a leader of this team.”

The other members of the West
team, who live in the Turley Pub-
lications coverage area, are John
Carra (Agawam), Zacharia Yarovoy
(Chicopee), Antonio Maurico (Chi-
copee), Aidan Monaghan (Aga-

Boys take silver in
2026 Bay State Games

wam), Kayson Gauthier (South
Hadley), Spencer Parsons (South
Hadley), and Braeden Fitzgerald
(Agawam).

The West team finished pool
play with a perfect 4-0 record.

They posted a pair of one sided
matches against Northeast 6-2, and
Southeast, 8-0. They also pulled out
two matches by 2-1 results against
Central and Metro.

“Central was the best team we
played in pool play,” Wrisley said.
“I scored a goal and had an assist in
that game.”

The West team was coached by

Please see GAMES, page 8
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Girls represented
by two squads at
Bay State Games

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG—  While
the other sections of the state
only had one girls’ soccer
team competing in this year’s
Bay State Summer Games,
Western Mass. was repre-
sented by two teams for the
first time.

The West Red team was
coached by Matt Mosher,
while Eric Woods guided the
West Yellow team.

Y Gt A

a)

Spencer Parsons, of South Hadley, eyes an open

teammate.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Aidan Monaghan, of Agawam, tries to play the ball off his chest.

The two squads faced
each other in the final pool
game on July 11 at the Game
On Sports and Performance
Center in Fitchburg.

After building a 3-0 lead,
the Red team withstood a
late comeback by the Yellow
team for a 3-2 victory.

“We had more than 40
girls’ try out for the two
soccer teams, which shows
how popular the sport is in

Please see GIRLS, page 8
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Kelsey Morrissette, of Chicopee, starts her way up the field.

Teddy Bear Pools takes playoff title in Tri-County

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE—For the
first time since 2012, the
Tri-County League champi-
onship title belongs to a base-
ball team other than Peoples-
Bank.

The third-seeded Teddy
Bear Pools & Spas ended the
second-seeded PeoplesBank
twelve year dynasty after
sweeping the best of three
semifinal series. Teddy Bear
then captured the champion-
ship trophy for the first time
since the 1980’s with an 8-4
victory over the top-seed-
ed St. Joseph’s Saints in last
Sunday’s night decisive game
three held at St. Joe’s Park in
Thorndike.

“Before the start of the
regular season, I thought we
had the most talented team
in this league,” said Teddy
Bear player/manager Ryan
Magni. “We have a couple of
outstanding college baseball
players on our roster, which
made the biggest difference.
It does feel great to win the
championship title, but I do
have a lot of respect for St.
Joe’s.”

Ryan Magni played for
St. Joe’s for eight years be-
fore switching sides a couple
of years ago. His younger
brother, Brandon, was the St.
Joe’s starting first baseman in
game three.

Ryan Magni started the
game in centerfield before re-
placing righthander Brendan
Fournier on the mound in the
bottom of the seventh inning.

St. Joe’s scored two runs

against the righthander in
their final at-bats. The game
came to an end when Brandon
Magni hit a ground ball to the
second baseman against his
older brother.

“I've faced my brother
many times over the years,”
Ryan Magni said. “T didn’t
have my best stuff tonight,
but I didn’t make it very easy
for him.”

St. Joe’s, who lost to Peo-
plesbank in last year’s cham-
pionship series, was looking
to win the TCL title for the
first time since 2006.

“They just capitalized
on our mistakes in tonight’s
game,” said St. Joe’s manager
Paul Marcinek. “It would’ve
been nice if we could’ve
scored a few more runs. We
did win the regular season
championship with a 16-4 re-
cord, and we have nothing to
be disappointed about.”

Marcinek was assisted by
Brian Hayes this season.

With one-out in the top
of the first inning, Teddy
Bear had runners on first and
third when right fielder Wil-
lie Landman hit a ground ball
up the middle. St Joe’s short-
stop Jacob Hayes made an
outstanding diving stop be-
fore tagging second base and
throwing a strike to Magni
completing the inning ending
double play.

Jacob Hayes, who’s a
member of the UMass Dart-
mouth baseball team along
with his brother Jackson,
belted a double to right center
leading off the bottom half of
the opening frame. Bran-
don Magni followed with a

groundball single into left
field putting runners at the
corners. St. Joe’s took a 1-0
lead when centerfielder Pat
Fitzgibbons hit a blooper just
out of the second baseman’s
reach which scored Hayes.
Magni also crossed the plate
following a throwing error by
the catcher.

Fournier, who graduated
from Chicopee High School
in 2017, retired 17 of the fi-
nal 18 St. Joe’s batters that
he faced. St. Joe’s only base
runner during that stretch was
Fitzgibbons, who hit a triple
to right field with one-out in
the sixth inning.

“I struggled in the first
inning, but I started throw-
ing more off speed pitches
that kept them off balance.
My teammates also made the

Please see TITLE, page 8

Alex Gochinski takes a swing.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Teddy Bear Pools becomes the first new playoff champions in more than a decade.

Nate Carrill makes a throw down to
second.

Brendan Fournier fires a pitch
home.
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Josh Wietecha, who’s the
boys’ varsity soccer coach
at Hampshire Regional. He
graduated from Chicopee
Comp in 2021 and helped
the West team win the Gold
medal at the 2019 Bay State
Games.

Wietecha enjoyed coach-
ing Wrisley at this year’s Bay
State Games.

“Griffen is one of the
best soccer players that I've
coached,” Wietecha said.
“He’s an outstanding forward
and takes control of every
game.”

This fall, Wrisley will be
one of the few returning play-
ers on the Chicopee Pacers
varsity team.

“We graduated twelve
players from last year’s var-
sity team,” Wrisley said. “We
only have a couple of varsity
players returning.”

Wrisley never thought
about transferring to a differ-
ent high school.

“Chicopee High School

is a very special place for
me and my family,” Wrisley
added. “We won the Western
Mass. title for the first time in
43 years last year. It was very
special.”

Wrisley is the All-Time
leading goal scorer for the
Pacers boys’ soccer team. He
needs only three more goals
to reach the 100 goal mile-
stone. He currently has 116
career points.

Hugo Destapado, who
coached the West team at the
Bay State Summer games
last year, is returning as the
Pacers varsity boys’ soccer
coach.

“I would’n’t be a success-
ful soccer player without the
help of my coaches,” Wrisley
said. “I’m looking to playing
soccer for one final season at
Chicopee High School.

The Pacers are scheduled
to host Northampton in the
season opener on Labor Day.
They’re also scheduled to
play another match against
Frontier Regional at historic
Szot Park two nights later.

-

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Linus Dandurand attempts to make a stop.
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Andrew Dziadroz makes a play on the ball.
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plays behind me,” said Fournier, who was the winning pitcher.
“I’ve been playing in this league for almost ten years, and it
feels great to finally win a championship.”

Teddy Bear cut the deficit in half against righty Jack
Feltovic in the third inning.

With one-out, catcher Mike Toth, who graduated from
Granby High School, was hit-by-a-pitch. Second baseman
Ramon Jimenez singled to right field putting runners at first
and third. Then Landman hit a sacrifice fly to right.

Jimenez graduated from Chicopee High School before
playing Division 1 college baseball at Boston College and
Central Connecticut. He was intentionally walked in his other
three plate appearances.

The visiting team took the lead for the first time two in-
nings later.

Ryan Magni and Jimenez reached base via walks, which
was sandwiched between a Mike Toth flyball single, which
loaded the bases with one out. Left fielder Josh Frometa (2-
for-3) blasted a triple to center giving his team a 4-2 lead.

“The bases were loaded and I was looking for a pitch to
drive,” said Frometa, who played baseball at Chicopee High
and A.LI.C. “It was a huge hit at that point of the game, and it
feels great to win the championship title.”

After scoring an unearned run in the sixth, Teddy Bear
scored three more runs in the top of the seventh against
lefthander relief pitcher Jackson Hayes. The key hit during
that frame was a bases loaded double by first baseman Will
Kennedy, who played for St. Joe’s several years ago.

Teddy Bear entered the bottom of the seventh inning
holding an 8-2 advantage.
St. Joe’s DH Adam Zebian
drew a walk against Ryan Mag-
ni leading off the final frame.
Zebian was replaced at first base
by pinch runner Adam Przybycien.
Left fielder Ryan O’Leary followed
with a triple to center scoring
Przybycien. O’Leary scored
on an infield hit by catcher
Nate Carillon, who graduat-
ed from South Hadley High
School.

Ryan Magni settled down
and got out of the jam by retir-
ing the next three batters, including his
younger brother.

Teddy Bear Pools & Spas will be
looking to defend their championship
title in the summer of 2027, but chal-
. lengers like St. Joe’s and People’sBank
- will be looking to knock them off the
top of the mountain.

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Jacob Hayes fires over to first.

GIRLS from page 7

Western Mass.,” said Mosher.
“Eric and I have a very good
relationship. We try our best
to make the teams equal. It’s
has been a lot of fun coaching
this team.”

It was the sixth consecu-
tive year that Mosher coached
a Western Mass. girls’ soccer
team at the Bay State Sum-
mers Games. His previous
teams won two Silver Medals
and three Bronze Medals.

Mosher was assisted by
Laura Wray-Ramos, who’s
the longtime girls’ varsi-

ty soccer coach at Agawam
High School.
The members of the Red

gion, are Filomena Stellato
(Agawam), Hannah Haesaert
(South Hadley), Kyra Lip-
pmann (Holyoke), Gabriel-
la Ramos (Agawam), Riley
Platt (South Hadley), Audrey
Afonso (Ludlow), Olivia Izzo
(Agawam), Bridget Benoit
(Belchertown), and Bri-Anne
Kraus (Granby).

“All of the players on my
soccer team have been play-
ing with and against each
other for years,” Mosher said.
“They know each other very
well.”

After finishing pool play
at 2-1-1, the Red team surged
to a 3-0 win over Northeast
in the Gold medal game. It
marked the first time that a

Margaret Healey, of Granby, looks to get around an opponent.

West girls soccer team won
the Gold medal at the Bay
State Games since 2016.

“It’s very exciting being a
member of this soccer team,”
Haesaert said. “There are a
lot talented soccer players in
the west.”

The Red team began pool
play with a 2-1 loss to North-
east. The following day, they
tied Central, 1-1, before cel-
ebrating a 3-0 shutout win
against Southeast/Coastal.

During the past couple of
years, Woods, who coaches
the girls’ soccer team at the
MacDuffie School in Gran-
by, coached the Central/West
team at the Bay State Games.
His team won the Gold medal
in 2024.

“The Central team had
a mixture of players from
Central and Western Mass.
during the past couple of
years,” Woods said. “It’s nice
to coach a team with only
players from the West. Soc-

-
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Taylor Bartosz, of Wilbraham, looks to clear the ball on defense.

cer is a very popular sport in
Western Mass.”

The Yellow team lost to
Central, 5-0, in the Bronze
medal game.

The members of the Yel-
low team, who attend a high
school in the region, are
Taylor Bartosz (Minnechaug
Reg.), Kelsey Morrisette
(Chicopee Comp), Grace

Sherman (South Hadley), So-
fia Marsh (Granby), Cecelia
Litz (Agawam), Kalli White
(Granby), Margaret Healey
(Granby), Grace Curto (Aga-
wam), Mackenzie Lynch
(Agawam), Sydney Germain
(Chicopee), Cayla Ribeiro
(Chicopee), Eleanor Szlosek
(Granby), and Jordyn Szado
(Monson).

The Yellow team (0-3-1)
began pool play with a pair of
4-1 losses to both Central and
Northeast. They managed to
tie Southeast/ Coastal, 1-1 the
following afternoon.

In the West vs. West
match-up, Healey scored a
penalty kick goal and added
a corner kick goal.

“It was really a lot fun

playing in the Bay State
games for the first time,” said
Healey, who’s a rising soph-
omore. “I enjoyed competing
against the other players from
the West.”

It was an enjoyable three
days in Northern Worcester
County for the two girls’ soc-
cer teams from Western Mas-
sachusetts.

Kaileena Smith, of Granby, advances up the field.

KaII hite,f Ganby, is pressured as sh has though the |
middle of the field.
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WILBRAHAM - On Sat-

urday, Aug. 15 at Spec Pond
in Wilbraham, the Orioles
15-8

defeated the Angels

a pitch for the
Angels.
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ampions

in the championship game.
The Orioles were propelled
by nine runs in the first two
innings. While the Angels
would manage some of-
fense later in the game,
it was not enough to
come all the way back
in the matchup. The Angels
were this year’s pennant win-
ners, taking first place with
an 11-4 record. The Orioles
won the championship for
the second year in the row.
They defeated the Twins in
last year’s championship
game.

Sam Maxwell makes a backhand play.

Henry Henriquez is focused as he swings.

WILD from page 1

Homegrown Nation-
al Park is an environmental
movement which encourages
people to grow native plants
and remove invasive plants in
their communities. Cornell
stated the movement was a
large inspiration for Growing
Wild, as well as serving as
the bedrock for the subcom-
mittee’s ethos for supporting
local growers. Growing Wild
hosts a number of events to
promote the cause, which in-
clude workshops, communi-
ty projects and even a yearly
potluck.

“So, this will be the third
year of the annual potluck,”
Cornell said. “We try to get

together in the fall to cele-
brate the end of the growing
season and just come togeth-
er in community and have a
good conversation...the idea
is that people can thin out
their gardens at the end of
their growing seasons and
bring their native plants in to
give away to their friends.”
Cornell  described the
subcommittee as both very
informal and “very grass-
roots,” with a small number
of people piloting the helm.
The idea is for members to
educate each other and share
“ideas and wisdom” around
local plant life, conservation
efforts and general growing
tips for aspiring gardeners.
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One of the major outreach
initiatives is to promote per-

sonal gardens. A resident’s
backyard is a teeming ecosys-
tem with the ability to grow
local plants, which in turn
combats regional food scar-
city while also fostering inde-
pendence.

Growing Wild also offers
resources to those looking to
begin their own personal gar-
den. The Winter Seed Sow-

ing Workshop, for example,
walked aspiring gardeners
through the process of set-
ting up a pollinator garden,
complete with instructions
on how to start seeds in gal-
lon milk jugs. The Growing
Wild webpage also provides
links to online webinars and
references to previous presen-
tations, which can be found
at  https://www.southhadley.
org/1345/Growing-Wild.

Library.

There is also an upcoming
presentation on storm water
management which, accord-
ing to Cornell, will take place
in “late October.” The work-
shop will cover topical issues
such as climate change, how
to handle the effects of in-
creased precipitation around
the area and questions around
water quality within the re-
gion. It will also include
hands-on exercises for attend-

The Gaylord Native Plants Garden outside of the Gaylord

ees to “help them understand
what nature-based storm wa-
ter management opportunities
look like.”

“We’re going to be pro-
viding kits for rain barrels so
people can covert a trash can
or a bucket into a rain barrel
by attaching it to their gutter,”
Cornell said. “So that will be
a fun, fun project. The real
part of it is that we’re also
giving away native plants.”
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ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work.
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A

533-8867
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LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TEN
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

ESTATE SALE

84 CHESTER RD., BLANDFORD.
FRIDAY-MONDAY,

SEPT. 4-7, 9AM-3PM.
Everything must go! Housewares, large &
small, tools, indoor & outdoor furniture &
much more. 3 miles from Blandford Fair-
grounds. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

ST. JUDE
THANK YOU FOR
answering my prayers.
Publication as promised.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage
electronics,  jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire
estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany.

Call John at (413)206-6509.
MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*xx*xxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
¢ Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN

SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

Advertise your

We get results!

home improvement
services in our classifieds.

AN

B

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Waller

Handyman Services

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting ¢ & more!

(413) 687-5552/

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Girill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.
$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job
description are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us
or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

www.newspapers.turley.com -
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard adVISA 1 Discover d Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
SPRINGFIELD
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Call us at 413.283.8393

In observance of
Labor Day,
there will be an

EARLY
CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE.

To advertise,

place your ad

no later than
NOON

Thursday,
Sept. 3, 2026

Thant You!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

EiEoEE=
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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» |Legal Notices

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING
Mount Holyoke College
Geothermal Hub
8 Dunlap Place

The Planning Board will
hold a hybrid public hearing on
September 14, 2026 at 6:30
p-m. to consider an application
for Site Plan Review filed by
Mount Holyoke College c/o Kar-
la Youngblood; 50 College St,
South Hadley, MA 01075; for
the construction of a new Geo-
thermal Hub located at 8 Dunlap
Place (also known as 6 Dunlap
Place), Map 49 Parcel 30. The
application is being filed pursu-
ant to South Hadley Zoning By-
law Chapter 255 Article XII (Site
Plan Review); and the Zoning
Use and Dimensional Regulation
Schedules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/899896642967pwd=
Fi6hkHiSrTiqQ4facFj9ZJ9
bSJsbjS.1

Or join by phone: (646) 558
- 8656 Webinar ID: 899 8966
4296 Passcode: 281320

The subject property includes
an existing developed parking
area adjacent to the Kendall
Sports & Dance Complex and
is located within the Residen-
tial A-1 zoning district. The ap-
plication proposes to develop
an approximately 5,500 square
foot mechanical plant to support
newly installed geothermal bore
field, and the campus’s existing
hot and chilled water distribution
systems. Site improvements also
include stormwater management
systems, electrical infrastruc-
ture, and underground unity con-
nections.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6)
in Town Hall and is posted at
www.southhadley.org on the
Planning Department page under
‘Permit Applications’- ‘Site Plan
Review’ under section ‘Dun-
lap Place (8) - Mount Holyoke
Geothermal Project’ or can be
viewed at: https://www.south-
hadley.org/
1179/Site-Plan-Review. Any
per-son interested in, or wishing
to be heard, should appear/join
the hearing at the time and in the
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board
08/28, 09/04/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING
Home Therapy Services
74 Woodbridge Street

The Planning Board will hold

a hybrid public hearing on Sep-
tember 14, 2026 at 6:30 pm. to
consider an application for Site
Plan Review filed by Evelyn
Wright for Home Occupation 11
to allow home craniosacral ther-
apy services at 74 Woodbridge
Street, Map 52 Parcel 140. This
application is being filed pursu-
ant to South Hadley Zoning By-
law Chapter 255 Article XII (Site
Plan Review); 255-22 (Home
Occupations); and the Zoning
Use and Dimensional Regulation
Schedules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89989664296pwd
=Fi6hkHiSrTiqQ4facFj9ZJ
9bSJsbjS.1

Or join by phone: (646) 558
- 8656 Webinar ID: 899 8966
4296 Passcode: 281320

The subject property is an ex-
isting single-family home and is
located within the Residential
A-1 zoning district.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6)
in Town Hall and is posted at
www.southhadley.org on the
Planning Department page under
‘Permit Applications’- ‘Site Plan
Review’ under section ‘Wood-
bridge St (74) - Home Therapy
Business’ or can be viewed at:
https://www.southhadley.org/1
179/Site-Plan-Review. Any per-
son interested in, or wishing to
be heard, should appear/join the
hearing at the time and in the
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board
08/28, 09/04/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING
Zoning Map
Amendment Request
129 College Street

The Planning Board will hold
a hybrid public hearing on Sep-
tember 28, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.
to discuss a landowner petition
filed by Priscilla Ryan to amend
the South Hadley Zoning Map by
changing the designation of 129
College Street from Residential
A-1 to Business B zoning.

Thes subject property is a
3.4-acre parcel with an existing
office building, and is identified
on Assessor’s Map 41, Parcel
45. The zoning map amendment
request seeks to bring the prop-
erty’s zoning classification into
closer alignment with existing
uses.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley

MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/87080974078 pwd=
Z5m7WPu6vTOirbmQS9YrHd
NmarGTIJ.1

Or join by phone: +1 (646)
558 8656 Webinar ID: 870
8097 4078 Passcode: 600596

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6) in
Town Hall and is posted at www.
southhadley.org on the Planning
Department page under ‘Zoning
Amendment Requests’ or can
be viewed at: https://www.south-
hadley.org/1477/Zoning-Amend-
ment-Requests. Any person inter-
ested in, or wishing to be heard,
should appear/join the hearing at
the time and in the manner des-
ignated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board
08/28, 09/04/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING
Home Hair Salon
10 Benger Avenue

The Planning Board will hold
a hybrid public hearing on Sep-
tember 14, 2026 at 6:30 pm. to
consider an application for Site
Plan Review filed by Susan Car-
son for Home Occupation II to
allow home hair salon services at
10 Benger Avenue, Map 31 Par-
cel 75. This application is being
filed pursuant to South Hadley
Zoning Bylaw Chapter 255 Arti-
cle XII (Site Plan Review); 255-
22 (Home Occupations); and the
Zoning Use and Dimensional
Regulation Schedules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/899896642967pwd=
FiohkHiSrTiqQ4facFj9ZJ9b
SJsbjS.1

Or join by phone: (646) 558
- 8656 Webinar ID: 899 8966
4296 Passcode: 281320

The subject property is an ex-
isting single-family home and is
located within the Residential
A-1 zoning district.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6)
in Town Hall and is posted at
www.southhadley.org on the
Planning Department page under
‘Permit Applications’- ‘Site Plan
Review’ under section ‘Benger
Ave (10) - Home Hair Salon’ or
can be viewed at: https://www.
southhadley.org/1179/Site-Plan-
Review. Any person interest-
ed in, or wishing to be heard,
should appear/join the hearing at
the time and in the manner des-
ignated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

Job Connection

South Hadley Planning Board
08/28, 09/04/2026

TOWN OF GRANBY
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The Select Board will hold
a Public Hearing on Tuesday,
September 08, 2026 at 5:45 PM
at the **Senior Center Build-
ing located at 10-B West State
Street, Granby, MA to grant per-
mission to Massachusetts Elec-
tric Company, d/b/a National
Grid to locate poles, wires, and
fixtures, including the necessary
sustaining and protecting fix-
tures, of said poles to be erected
substantially in accordance with
the plan filed herewith marked
— Pleasant St- Granby Massa-
chusetts

1. Pleasant St. - National Grid

to install (2) SO poles on Pleas-
ant St. beginning at a point ap-
proximately 150 feet south of the
centerline of the intersection of
East St. Installing 2 new poles;
26-25 and 26-25-84 for new ser-
vice to 154 Pleasant St., Pole 26-
25 will be installed on the West
side of Pleasant St approximate-
ly 85 ft north of existing Pole 26
and approximately 60 ft south of
existing Pole 26-50. Pole 26-25-
84 will be installed on the east
side of Pleasant St approximate-
ly 30 ft east of Pole 26-25.

Also, for permission to lay and
maintain underground laterals,
cables, and wires in the above or
intersecting public ways for the
purpose of making connections
with such poles and buildings as
each of said petitioners may de-
sire for distributing purposes.

The petitioner agrees to re-
serve space for one cross-arm
at a suitable point on each of
said poles for the fire, police,
telephone, and telegraph signal
wires belonging to the munici-
pality and used by it exclusively
for municipal purposes.

Copies of proposed Plan-#
31369058 Pleasant Street- Gran-
by MA Granby Massachusetts
are available in the Board of Se-
lectmen’s Office 9 a.m. — 3 p.m.
Monday through Thursday; 9
a.m. — 12 noon on Friday located
at 10-B West State Street, Senior
Center Building, 2nd Floor.

Granby Selectboard

David Labonte

Mark Bail

Jeffrey Lawson
08/28/2026

Ballots sent out for Sept. 1

SOUTH HADLEY - State
Primary and Special Town
Election ballots have been
mailed to registered voters
who applied to vote by mail
for the Sept. 1 elections. Vot-
ers may track their ballot’s
status here: https://trackmy-
ballotma.com/

If you are interested in
voting by mail for the State
Primary, you have until 5:00
pm on Tuesday, August 25,
to apply. Learn more here:
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/
divisions/elections/voting-in-
formation/vote-by-mail.htm

Voters should read the

enclosed vote-by-mail in-
structions carefully! Both the
Primary Ballot and the Spe-
cial Town Election ballot will
be enclosed, unless there is a
notice in the envelope stating
otherwise.

Completed ballots must
be sealed in their respective
yellowish “Early Ballot” en-
velope. Ballots not returned in
the envelope will be rejected,
and the Clerk’s Office must
mail a new packet out.

Primary Ballots go into the
envelope with the pink label

Town Ballots go into the
envelope with the yellow label.

primary

Both yellowish envelopes
must be signed by the voter. If
the envelope is not signed, the
Clerk’s Office must reject the
ballot and mail a new packet.

Ballots can be mailed back
in the white outer envelopes,
returned in person to the
Clerk’s Office, or put in the
secure dropbox located be-
hind the Police Station

Please direct any elec-
tion-related questions to the
Town Clerk’s office at 413-
538-5030, ext. 6183, or elec-
tions @southhadleyma.gov.
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CONCERT from page 1

band members dropping out
as a result of being ‘“older
people.” Two years ago, the
band contemplated hanging
up the instruments. However,
thanks to a gig offered bass
by player Rick Peterson’s
son, the band was able to con-
tinue playing on.

“His son said ‘Dad, I want
you guys to play at my Jack
and Jill,” DeForge said, re-
calling the fateful day. “So,
I scrambled and made some
phone calls and got a hold of
some people. We had just a
couple months to get it to-
gether.”

The band’s new name,
Over and Out, was a result of

a disagreement after a brain-
storming session. Realizing
they didn’t want to go by
their original name because
of their new, younger mem-
ber, the group got to work
coming up with a new name.
However, none of the
ideas pitched by the members
seemed to stick until one fate-
ful passing remark smashed
the band’s creative block.
“Jake’s not a fossil,” De-
Forge said, referring to lead
guitarist Jake Chartier. “We
threw it around and I threw a
couple names up there. My
bass player said ‘I don’t like
any of them. I'll catch you
later, over and out.” My sing-
er goes ‘Over and Out? That
sounds good.” Everybody

The well-attended event drew fans of all ages.
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THANK ONE AND ALL
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they want salute/honor
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:wPaige Lawor
(work) 413-484-5118
(cell) 413-209-1146

plawor@turley.com

TOWN Reminder

goes, ‘yeah, that sounds real
good.” That’s how it be-
came.”

DeForge stated the group
has been having a good time
and returning to their roots
lending their talents to chari-
ty events and fundraisers. He
said playing events is a lot
of fun and the band liked to
give back to the community.
With a new keyboard player
joining four months ago, the
guitarist is optimistic about
the band’s future.

“We got such a really
good thing going,” DeForge
said. “I want to make it last
as long as I can.”

“Crazy Joe” DeForge introduces a song during the set.

August 28, 2026
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Redevelopment funding
grant applications available

SOUTH HADLEY -
Applications are now being
accepted for projects that
rehabilitate or redevelop
blighted, abandoned, vacant
or underutilized properties
in the Falls. Priority projects
include multifamily build-
ings, commercial buildings,
and mixed-use buildings.
Program guidelines: https:/
southhadley.org/Document-
Center/View/15218/Falls-Re-
development-Fund---Guide-
lines--Application

Applications are being
accepted on a rolling basis
and funding will be provided
on a first-come-first served
basis for eligible projects.
Total funding available is
$50,000. Additional techni-
cal assistance will be provid-
ed to align eligible projects
with additional funding to
achieve program objectives.

For more information
contact: acapra@southhad-
leyma.gov

Zonta Club offering fun

golf day

BELCHERTOWN - Join
members of the Zonta Club
of Quaboag Valley on Sept.
12 for a fun day on the links
at Cold Spring Country Club
in Belchertown and be a
champion for women and
girls. The $120 registration
includes golf, cart, pastries/
coffee, snacks, box lunch,
beverages, prizes and more.
If you aren’t a golfer, you can
donate a raffle prize or spon-
sor a hole.

Registration starts at 7:30
a.m., with a shotgun starts
at 8:30 a.m. Registration

form and link are at www.
ZontaQV.org/golf. Ques-
tions can be directed to Mary
Knight at 413-219-8260.
Your support directly funds
scholarships and grants that
empower women and girls
to overcome challenges and
achieve their full potential.
We’re working to end child
marriage, domestic violence,
and human trafficking, while
also supporting climate jus-
tice, education equality, and
women in decision-making
positions.

OUR
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