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Town discusses new dire changes to the budget

Level Service Budget now $4.9 million, an increase of $1.6 million since Town Meeting

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
town employees held a meet-
ing on Aug. 26 to address the
upcoming changes to the bud-
get, which are coming as of
Oct. 1, after rising health in-
surance costs from the Hamp-
shire Group Insurance Trust.

Town Administrator Lisa
Wong shared a presentation
on the realities of the current
budget, as well as what it will

look like for the town in the
coming months.

“The only way we'’re
gonna get through this is to
get through it together,” said
Wong. “But I want to let you
know that this is all hands-
on-deck, and it’s got our full
attention.”

Historically, the town has
sought to keep the revenue
and expense growth under $2
million, and more often under
$1 million. However, this is
proving to be quite difficult at
this time.

“This is a huge, huge,

huge budget buster,”

“Again, these are just projections, and we
are going to try our best not to make these

projections a reality.”

- Lisa Wong

The school budget has in-
creased by $200-$250,000,
health insurance by $300,000
and retirement by $100-
$300,000.

“We have seen some of

the historic deficits, just not
as large as we’re seeing right
now,” said Wong.

The school budget will
be losing six to seven figures
in non-budget grant funds,

and its budget is going up by
$250,000 at the same time.
Health insurance has also in-
creased by over $2 million
alone.

Because we are now in a
budget deficit, it means there
is an expense increase that
is more than the revenue, re-
sulting in circumstances that
services and staff reductions
will have to be considered,
deferred maintenance and
less capital expenditures, and
it may even compound each
year.

For examples of the in-
creases, the Level Service
Budget is now at $4.9 million,
with a budget increase of $1.6
million since Town Meeting
in May.

Between 2018 and 2024,
there has been an increase
of between 4.21% to 8.09%,
but drastically, it has jumped
in FY25 actual increase to be
9.86%, followed by an esti-
mated 40.20% for FY26.

“This is a huge, huge,

Please see BUDGET, page 11
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Learning the history of South Hadley’s band

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - Af-
ter two years of hard work
and dedication, the mem-
bers of the historical South
Hadley High School Band
completed a documentary
spotlighting the hard work of
the band members and their
own dedicated director, Rog-
er Farnsworth.

“We had a skeletal crew,
but the team of eight of us
worked with Dan Pease with
South Hadley Community
TV, and he was kind enough
to film the interviews,” Eliz-
abeth Ballard said, a former
band member and one of the
team members for the docu-

mentary.
Former band members
and many other people

worked together to orches-
trate and create the docu-

mentary, a series of inter-
views with members of the
South Hadley High School
Band.

“We have a great sense
of gratitude to Roger Farn-
sworth, and he really pushed
to make our band successful
and get what we needed to
make our band successful,”
Ballard said.

“The Town With the
Band”, the name of the doc-
umentary and what Farn-

sworth wanted South Hadley
to be known as, aired with a
preview party over the week-
end as people came to view
the story of the South Hadley
High School Band, which
was once the South Hadley
Tiger Marching Hundred.
Roger Farnsworth came
to South Hadley with the
mission to direct a band, and
did so 60 years ago, where

Please see BAND, page 12

Police departmen

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
South Hadley Police Depart-
ment welcomed a new officer
to their force, Officer Mol-
ly Farber, last week with a
special ceremony where she
took her vows to serve and
protect the town.

Farber worked for the
Ambherst Police Department
for 9 years before transfer-
ring to the South Hadley
Police Department. Farber
graduated from the Universi-
ty of Massachusetts Amherst
with a Bachelor’s degree in
sociology and a certificate in
criminal justice.

“Like most officers, I got
into this profession because
I wanted to help people and
hopefully make a differ-
ence,” Farber said. “I also
liked the fact that you never
know what is going to hap-
pen on a day-to-day basis,
and each day could be com-
pletely different from the

t welcomes new

officer

X

Submitted photo

Police Chief Jennifer Gunderson, new Officer Molly Farber, and Town Clerk Sarah Gmeiner.

next.”

Farber is the first person
in her family to go into law
enforcement, and loves an-
imals, especially her three
dogs, two Newfoundlands,
and one French bulldog, and

being outside.

The ceremony brought in
a crowd to welcome the new
officer, and members of the
department welcomed their
new “partner in stopping
crime.”

“I am very excited to be a
part of the South Hadley Po-
lice Department. I've been a
resident here for about eight
years now and want to con-

Please see OFFICER, page 5

Remembering those

we have lost with honor

South Hadley hosts first
overdose vigil on Beachgrounds Park

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - On
Aug. 31, many communities
across the nation hold vigils
and ceremonies in honor of
National Overdose Aware-
ness Day, remembering and
paying respects to the thou-
sands of people lost to over-
dose around the world.

Following the death of a
young person in South Had-
ley in 2005, parents, friends,
classmates, neighbors, and
community members came
together to form the South

Hadley Drug and Alcohol
Prevention Coalition.

The Coalition, which has
been going for 20 years now,
works towards the goal of
reaching youth and adults to
increase conversations about
the risks surrounding the use
of substances and the dangers
of addiction.

The Coalition has built
numerous relationships
across the town and has got-
ten the schools involved, as
well as getting the communi-
ty involved in substance use
prevention.

Please see VIGIL, page 5

Local author teaches how to

organize and declutter well

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY -
Finding ways to organize
your home can oftentimes be
overwhelming when you find
you don’t have the right or-
ganization tools and systems.
Often, the real key to organiz-
ing effectively is more than
just strategy, but the number
of storage systems.

Author Bonnie Borromeo
Tomilson hosted a talk at the
South Hadley Public Library
last weekend about the topic
of boxes and how to “Stop
Buying Boxes.”

“Organizing is not mak-
ing things pretty. That is just
a byproduct. Organizing is
about creating systems in
your home and life that make
tasks easier to do,” Borromeo
Tomilson said.

The first book in three,
“Stop Buying Boxes,” is
followed by “Stop Pushing

Submitted photo
Author Bonnie Borromeo Tomilson with her three books: “Stop
Buying Boxes,” “Stop Pushing Perfection,” and “You Don’t

Need It”.

Perfection,” and “You Don’t
Need It,” which are designed
to help you explore and dive
into the art of organization
and decluttering from the
source: spending habits.

“There wasn’t so much an
inspiration as an innate abili-
ty and discovering a real need
for these skills in our con-
sumer-driven culture. Plus, I
really love turning chaos into
order,” Borromeo Tomilson
said.

Each of her books focus-
es on different topics, helping
the reader to look at the dif-
ferent angles of how clutter
can affect your life, home,
and space.

“I have always had a
book in me. I love to write.
This was just a natural pro-
gression,” Borromeo Tomil-
son said. “As for the books,
the simplest explanation is
this: STOP BUYING BINS
is about downsizing. STOP

Please see AUTHOR, page 11
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Friends continue their
annual Senior Sundae
Social at McCray’s

SOUTH HADLEY - The Friends of the South Hadley Se-
niors continue their annual Ice Cream Sundae Social tradition
of offering free sundaes and entertainment for seniors at Mc-
Cray’s Farm. This year’s event will be held on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 9, from 5 to 6:30 p.m., at McCray’s Farm, and will fea-
ture the music of Joe Canata and the Memories.

This ice cream sundae social, which is free and open to all
seniors, began at the Senior Center over a decade ago. Kay
Washburn, a beloved former board member and member of the
Senior Center, started the sundae social.

The McCrays’ staff would bring the ice cream and sundae
fixings to the senior center and the Friends” would host a bingo
game or other activity to go with the ice cream. Four years ago,
the Friends decided to move the event to McCray’s to be able
to reach out to more seniors.

“We had reached our capacity at the Senior Center, as this
was becoming one of our most popular events. We didn’t like
to have to turn any senior away, so we decided to move it to
McCray’s to be able to accommodate all who wanted to come,
and this is when we added entertainment to make it a really
special event for our seniors,” said Kim Prough, president of
the Friends of the South Hadley Seniors.

All seniors are welcome to attend, and advanced sign-up is
not needed. The Friends will have a check-in table by the mini
golf course, where seniors can obtain their ticket for a free ice
cream sundae. Bring a lawn chair to relax and enjoy the sundae
and the music. The Friends will have volunteers on hand to
help carry lawn chairs and/or sundaes for any seniors needing
assistance.

“We want to make sure this is accessible and fun for all,”
said Prough.

September 10 will be the rain date, if needed.

TOWN Reminder

9/11 Memorial Service to
be held at Granby Public
Safety Complex

GRANBY - The Granby Public Safety Gomplex was able to
acquire a piece of a fire engine from the 9/11 scene, and

it is now displayed outside the station. There will be a 24"
Anniversary Memorial Service at 6 p.m. on September 11.

Don’t miss out on BBP events

SOUTH HADLEY - Friday, September 5 -

Gaylord Memorial Library to
host annual Wine Down event

August 29, 2025

Fall tag sale returning
to Center Church on
September 6

SOUTH HADLEY - It is
the time of year that Center
Church, UCC, 1 Church St,
South Hadley, will be holding
the Fall Tag Sale on Septem-
ber 6, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and September 7, from noon
to 5 p.m. Our huge sale has
been occurring for years. The
selection of merchandise in-
cludes housewares, jewelry,
toys, books, linens, lamps,
baskets, small electronics,
handbags, puzzles, decor
items, glassware, vases, craft
supplies, fabric, office/statio-
nery supplies, candles, out-

door items, sporting goods,
frames, candles, canvas/shop-
ping bags, and the list con-
tinues. We have a Treasures
Room for vintage and unique
items, as well as small fur-
niture pieces. New this year
are clothing, hats, and acces-
sories. Always a favorite is
purchasing a delicious home-
made baked good treat. We
are amazed by all the wonder-
ful donations. Come and find
out what we’re talking about.
We can guarantee you will
find an item you just cannot
resist.

Livy’s VIP Dance Oct. 5

LUDLOW - Livy’s VIP
Dance, in support of a fund-
raiser for Rett Syndrome, will
take place on Sunday, Oct. 5,
from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Gre-
mio Lusitano Club.

The special dance is in
memory of Livy, who suc-
cumbed to Rett Syndrome at
the age of five.

Sparkle, shine and sup-
port!

Music and memories with
VIP Princess guests.

To learn more, contact
Maggie Wurm at maggie@
rsangels.org or Shanon at sha-
non.m.hardy @gmail.com.

To learn more about Rett
Syndrome, visit rsangels.org.

For the event page, visit
rsangels.org/event/livys-v-i-
p-dance/.

Police chief officer

Stop by and enjoy the last
few events that can be en-
joyed at Buttery Brook Park
this week and next, spending
some time with family and
friends.

Friday, August 29 -
Cruise Night and Live Music
featuring Moose & the High-
tops, from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at
the front pavilion.

Wednesday, September

3 - Farmer’s Market, from 2
to 6 p.m.

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

GENTER CUT

PORK LOINS oot st > 1

Cruise Night and Live Mu-
sic featuring Ray Guille-
mette and his King Kountry
band, from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at
the front pavilion.

Pickleball Courts - Dai-
ly Open Play on Monday
to Sunday, from 8:30 to 11
a.m. / Weeknight Open Play
on Monday to Friday, from
4:30to 10 p.m.

Spray Park - Open Daily
until September 7 from 10:30
a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

USDA INSP. FRESH

COUNTRYSTVLE PORK RIBS 2 5

CuT

USDA INSP. FROZEN

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS......

GREAT ON THE GRILL

ITALIAN SAUSAGE. ... 2 77

CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS

CHICKEN THIGHS........... >389

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
BBQ SWEET MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS......

5699

USDA INSP. KAYEM OLD TYME

NATURAL CASING

ALSO A COMPLETE
LINE OF GOURMET
CAKES & DESSERTS

HOT DOGS 2 7. 18 80X e

SQ99

SALE DATES: 8/28/25-9/3/25 » CLOSED 9/1/25

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE
or T-BONE STEAKS

USDA INSP.
STORE MADE FROZEN
HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

20 CT BOX
0z 407

SOUTH HADLEY - Join
the Friends of the Gaylord
Memorial library in celebrat-
ing the opening of Wine Down
Season on Friday September
12, 2025 from 5;30 to 7 p.m.
We are celebrating back to
school with a special guest,
Sheila Adams, from Opera-
tion Backpack. The library
is a door off spot for needed
school items including: Zip
drives, binders (1, 1.5 or 3

—

—/-'o

USDA INSP. FRESH

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
=T LAST YEAR’S PRICE

CHICKEN LEG 1/4 4015 ox...

inch) 1 subject notebooks,
glue sticks, post it notes, yel-
low highlighters, calculators,
and backpacks...Sheila says
if you can’t got shopping con-
sider donating cash/check.
Come meet Sheila Friday
September 12. There is a $10
entry fee for this event. We
are at 47 College Street, join
us for food, libations, and
friendship.

<

S27%°

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1016 516 oo 280

B

S2°7 B;ﬁé‘g“&%ﬁﬁn POLSKA KIELBASA 15 0z.r 140z
LONDON BROIL ) (g0K e 3 GRERT
S99 CHEESECAKE

FRENCH STYLE WHIPPED 24 o

5%

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21125 COUNT 2 5 56> 1 632

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI

HORMEL VIRGINIA HAM...........

BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS  SELECTION * SERVICE

5393

P *°

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

hours September

SOUTH HADLEY - Meet Police Chief Jennifer
Gunderson at the different locaitons below with your
questions, or just to have a chat.

* September 9, 5 to 6:30 p.m., South Hadley Public
Library on Canal St

* September 23, 8 to 10 a.m., Tailgate Picnic 7 Col-
lege St

* September 30 10 a.m. to noon, South Hadley Coun-
cil on Aging

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation e Underground Utilities
Water e Sewer e Septic ® Drainage

Grading ® Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 » Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.

Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley

74\ enfure founs of | Wﬂm (2K
ohare the Adventurcw

2026 Norwegian
" Cruise Line #% =3
Bermuda and Nova Scotla
— Call Today

| NCL NORWEGIAN
| = CRUISE LINE!

Oct.4......... Stockbridge — Rockwell Museum.............. $120

Oct. 18....... Turkey Train. $175
Dec.7........ Water for Elephants at [ 7.\ C— $120
March 11... Tropical Costa Rica.........ouesessesnenns from $3569

May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

SHELD NEW BUILDING

SECOND PUBLIC FORUM

4 Why a new building is needed
4 \What has been done to date

IFIBIERSPRING

HOMEGROWN GIG SPEED INTERNET

SHELD is currently in the process of discussing the construction of a new building.
Join us for a short presentation to learn more about:

Wednesday, September 10 at 6:00 PM

South Hadley Council on Aging

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each ad-
vertiser is request-
ed to check their
advertisement
the first time it
appears. This pa-
per will not be

South Hadley
Electric Light

DEPARTMENT

responsible for
. more than one
Time & Place: corrected  inser-

tion, nor will be li-
able for any error
in an advertise-
ment to a greater

f What the impacts to ratepayers may be

After the presentation there will be ample
time for questions and comments.

45 Dayton Street
South Hadley, MA 01075

The meeting will be held in the multipurpose room.

extent than the
cost of the space
occupied by the
item in the adver-
tisement.
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Operation Backpack seeking donations

SOUTH HADLEY/
GRANBY - Operation Back-
pack, which has been provid-
ing backpacks full of school
supplies from grades Pre-K
to 12 is in need of donations
of school supplies and back-
packs to beat previous year’s
numbers to reach over 220
backpacks.

The program needs back-
packs for grades Pre-K to 12
for boys and girls. Supplies
needed include rulers, col-
ored pencils, crayons, yellow
highlighters, scissors, pencil
sharpeners, colored mark-
ers, subject dividers, 1” ring

binders, lined wide-ruled
filler paper, calculators, zip-
pered pen and pencil holders,
USB zip drives, black com-
position books, 1, 2, and 3
subject notebooks, and col-
ored portfolio folders with
pockets.

You can find drop-off
boxes at several locations
around South Hadley.

Drop-off boxes can be
found at Berkshire Bank
at 74 Lamb Street, St. Pat-
rick’s Church at 30 Main
Street, and Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors at 30 Carew
Street. More include Newton

Street Dental at 488 Newton
Street, Westfield Bank at 32
Willimansett Street, or Ad-
ams’ house a 36 Chestnut
Hill Road, and please call her
ahead of time or for pick-up
at 413-536-5316.

“Remember, investing in
our students now will lead to
a better future for all of us.
Let this be my 12th year of
doing this, the greatest year
ever,” said Adams.

You can contact Sheila
Adams via her email, shoper-
ationbackpack @yahoo.com,
or by calling her at 413-536-
5316.

NEWS & FEATURES

this paid staff coverage.

townreminder@turley.com.

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should
always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for

For more information on news or community features for the Town Reminder, please email

ATURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com
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Relay for Life’s Luminaria ceremony
coming September 27

BELCHERTONW - Our
Quaboag Valley Relay for
Life Luminaria Ceremo-
ny is September 27 on the
Belchertown Common and
Belchertown United Church
of Christ, starting at 6:30
p.m. in the church, then go-
ing outside to the common
for the actual walk. In case
of bad weather, the walk will

be in the church.

We are hoping to have
lots of Luminarias lined up
to light our way as we walk.
You can donate $5 for each
Luminaria you wish. They
can be in honor or memory
of a loved one. If you wish
to donate for any please go
to the following link: http://
main.acsevents.org/goto/el-

eanoregray.

Or mail a check to P.O.
Box 924, Belchertown
01007-0924.

Please remember the
Cancer Survivors and the
ones that have lost their bat-
tle with Cancer by donating
to Luminarias.

All are invited to attend
this very moving ceremony.

Fall Book Sale coming to Granby Library

Find new-to-you books,
magazines, and more from
September 2 to the 30.

GRANBY - Book lov-
ers! Bargain Hunters! The
Friends of the Granby Free
Public Library will host
their annual Month-Long
Fall Book Sale during
September in the Commu-
nity Room of the Library.
You will be able to choose
from a large assortment of
used and like-new hard-
cover, softcover, paper-
back books, teen books and

children’s books, along
with a selection of CDs,
DVDs, video games and
audiobooks. The sale will
run during regular library
hours from September 2
through 30.

The Library is now
accepting donations of
hardcover and  paper-
back books, DVDs, mu-
sic CDs, playable video
games, and audiobooks in
good condition acceptable
for resale. The Library does
not accept donations of:
Textbooks, encyclopedias,

Reader’s Digest books,
or books with smoke, mold,
mildew, or water damage.
Donations are accepted at
the Library during open
hours. Please do not leave
donated books outside the
library or in our book re-
turn. Donations accepted
until August 28. Thank you
for your support!

The Granby Free Pub-
lic Library is located at 297
E State St, Granby, MA
01033. Visit granbylibrary.
org for hours and more in-
formation.

CENTER CHURCH, UCC
| Church St., South Hadley

Saturday, Sept. 6th 9am-5pm
Sunday, Sept. 7th noon-5pm

Q%*/ % % J\D J%ﬁ/ag 50/50 Raffle e Prize to Winnning Team e Light Refreshments ¢ ASK ABOUT CATERING °
1 %*‘%@ @%& (e ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH | Comfort Food -
FALL TAG SALE ~ & Ice Cream -

N1 EHT

7 Woodbridge Street, South Hadley
Saturday, September 13, 2025

6:30 p.m. — Social Hour 7 p.m. — Trivia Starts

$ BEER - WINE-SODA $
Tickets: $10 — max 8 people per table

Come Jn!
BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNERS

Soups - Salads - Burgers - Dogs - Desserts
Sandwiches - Breakfast All Day - Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883

Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

ENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES = 2 Bowers St., Holyoke

at the Historic Rlchardson Statlon
USE DOORDASH « 7AM-7PM DAILY

T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Houseware, Jewelry, Toys, Books,
Linens, Lamps, Baskets, Decor Items,
Puzzles, Small Electronics & So Much More.

Contact All Saints’for tickets: Tues.-Fri. 1-5 p.m.
413-532-8917 e allsaintschurchoffice@gmail.com
M. Campbell: 607-972-1993 e inspratns993@gmail.com

SO e

\ Homemade Baked Treats are Also Available. /

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding
[]

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

=

Dear Rusty:

I'm ready to apply for
my Social Security bene-
fits, and I’'m aware of how
my benefits are calculated.
What I would like to know
about is how the applica-
tion process actually works
and how my benefits are re-
ceived.

Signed: Ready to Collect

Dear Ready to Collect:

Essentially, you have
two main options for apply-
ing for Social Security ben-
efits, and also two separate
options for receiving your
payments:

To apply for benefits,
you can either contact Social
Security at 1-800-772-1213
to make a telephone ap-
pointment to complete your
application while speaking
to an SSA representative on
the phone or you can submit
your application for SS ben-
efits online.

When using the tele-
phone option, you will be
guided by an SSA agent
while completing your ap-
plication and can discuss
your benefit options directly
with that agent, just be sure
to be available to receive
SSA’s call at the scheduled
time. You can also make an
appointment by calling your
local SS field office direct-
ly get the number for your
local SS office at this link:
www.ssa.gov/locator. It is
not usually necessary to vis-
it your local SSA office in
person to apply.

If you are reasonably
proficient with computers,
you can, instead, apply on-
line, but you will first need
to create your personal SSA
account online at www.ssa.
gov/myaccount. Once you
have your personal account
set up, you will be able to
see your estimated benefit
amount at different claim
ages, which should help
you decide when it is best to
apply. Here is a short video
which explains the process
for applying for benefits on-
line:  https://www.ssa.gov/
hlp/video/iclaim_rO1.htm.

If applying online, you
can start your online ap-
plication at www.ssa.gov/
apply and re-access it mul-
tiple times as needed until
you are ready to submit it;
just be sure to write down
the “reentry code,” which
is provided when you begin

How do | apply for Social Security
and receive my payments?

your online application.

When you are ready to
submit the application, just
select “Submit” and your
application will be sent to
SSA’s application process-
ing unit for review. They
will contact you if there are
any questions about your ap-
plication or if any additional
documentation is needed.
Note that it typically takes
a couple of months for your
payments to start and note
that payment is made in the
month following the month
earned. For example, if you
begin your benefits in Au-
gust your first payment will
be received in September on
either the seccond, third or
fourtth Wednesday of each
month thereafter, depending
on your birthday.

For  receiving  your
monthly SS payments: you
will (on you application) be
able to specify how you wish
your monthly payments to
be made. The preferred op-
tion used by most beneficia-
ries is to have your monthly
Social Security payment de-
posited into a financial (e.g.,
bank) account, details for
which you will specify when
applying. However, you can
also choose to receive your
monthly payments in the
form of a debit card called
“Direct Express,” which
will be replenished month-
ly. If you choose to have
your payment deposited in
your bank account, be sure
to have your bank account
information ready when you
apply. Note that Social Se-
curity no longer issues pay-
ments via printed checks ex-
cept in rare circumstances.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the Associa-
tion Mature Citizens Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National
Social Security Association
To submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

Gardening tasks best accomplished now

he mornings have been
Ta little cooler this last

week or so. I must ad-
mit that after the summer we
had, the respite from the heat
is a welcome relief.

With the unofficial end of

summer just a few short days
away, folks are starting
to think about winter-
izing their pools, get-
ting their boats in stor-
age, closing up their
cottages and the like.
There are a number of
things that we garden-
ers can do now to ease
winter’s blow and set
the stage for a success-
ful garden next year!

Here is a replay of
a timely column that lays it all
out there.

Order spring flowering
bulbs now. I ordered mine just
last week!

For the widest array of tu-
lips, daffodils, crocus and the
like, consider making your
selection from a mail order
company. Most have great
web sites, offering photos of
pretty much everything they
sell. our bulbs will arrive in
early October — the perfect
time for planting!

We get them into the soil
prior to the ground freezing
so that they will have a chance
to send out roots, perfect little
anchors for winter heave/thaw
cycles. Once spring comes it
is all about flowering. Yippee
—a welcome sign that brighter
days lie ahead!

Cure squash and pump-
kins well prior to storage.
Give your cucurbits a couple
of weeks in the sun up off of
the ground before you bring
them indoors. This will hard-
en the vegetable’s skin and
improve its longevity.

If temperatures dip below
50 degrees at night consis-
tently, find a dry, sunny spot

inside to complete their cur-
ing, otherwise chilling injury
may occur. It’s also important
to remove them from the gar-
den if bugs or disease threat-
en.

In my garden I am vigi-
lantly squishing the gray col-

ored squash bugs that like to
accumulate under the fruit.
Once curing is complete,
store squash and pumpkins
where there is good air cir-
culation and where tempera-
tures stay around fifty to sixty
degrees, with relative humid-
ity between fifty and seventy
percent.

Under these conditions
most will last eight to twelve
weeks depending on variety.

Dig up tender plants. Did
you buy rosemary, bay tree,
lemon verbena, French laven-
der or scented geraniums this
spring? Unfortunately, not
one of these favored herbs is
winter hardy in our area.

I usually get them out of
the ground once frost threat-
ens, and will bring them in-
side overnight and back out-
side during the day for a few
weeks until it gets too cold.
From that point most of them
will thrive in a bright but cool
room of the house.

Don’t be surprised if the
lemon verbena loses its leaves
soon after you pot it up or that
the French lavender doesn’t
look all that zippy during
the winter —both are normal

"the
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responses. New leaves will
sprout and luster will return
come March.

Instead of digging tender
plants up, some folks prefer to
take tip cuttings. During the
rooting process, mist a few
times a day to prevent wilting.
You will have especially
good luck rooting scented
geraniums — it should take
just about a month.

Take cuttings now,
before the plant starts
prepping for winter (yes,
plants do, too!), and
you’ll have better luck.

Plant some autumnal
color. Mums and kale are
at their peak at local gar-
den centers now. Choose
a plant that is healthy, free of
brown leaves and with a root
ball that fills the pot and isn’t
sunken away.

Use these plants to fill in
places in the border where
annuals have gone by, or, fill
a container or two for a quick
burst of fall at your front door.
Die-hard gardeners have no
problem staving off the onset
of winter with a last minute
plant installation.

Be sure to cover with a
sheet if frost threatens, to pre-
vent the flowers from being
nipped. With careful water-
ing and some good luck, the
mums may even return to the
garden next season —just as
we intend to!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 32 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.
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By Ellenor Downer

A Brimfield resident re-
ported he visited Lake Wallace
in Belchertown with a friend
last week and saw a great
egret.

They also saw a great blue
heron, at least three green
herons, a few Phoebes and
an Eastern kingbird. There
were also several ducks, mal-
lards and wood ducks. The
two male wood ducks were in
eclipse plumage.

The great egret is slight-
ly smaller than the great blue
heron, but they are still large
birds with an impressive wing-
span. They hunt in the classic
heron way standing immobile
or wading through water to
capture fish with their bill. At
one point, egrets were hunt-
ed to near extinction for their

feathers for hat decoration.
The great egret is the symbol
of the National Audubon So-
ciety.

Rivalry among nestlings is
common and the larger chicks
frequently kill their smaller
siblings. The great egret is
white with a yellow bill and
black legs. During breeding, a
patch of skin on its face turns
neon green and long plumes
grow from its back called ai-
grettes. These aigrettes were
prized for ladies hats.

Great egrets fly slowly, but
powerfully with just two wing-
beats per second at a speed of
about 25 miles per hour. The
oldest known Great Egret was
22 years, 10 months old and
was banded in Ohio.

Eagle sighting

A New Braintree resident
and a friend went bass fish-
ing on Brooks Pond in North
Brookfield in a canoe recent-
ly. Half way out on the pond,
they started to hear the seagull
like calls of an eagle. As they
rounded a little peninsula on
the left side up in the top of
a broken pine was a large ea-
gle’s nest.

The broken pine made a
perfect platform for them to
build a nest. They then saw
the two mature adult pair with
their white heads on a stump
near the water. Up in the pine
near the nest were two juve-
nile eagles, all dark brown.
They weren’t flying, but just
squeaking for food.

They actually looked quite
big for baby eagles. His friend
said it was because they still
had their fluffy feathers and
developing new feathers.

They fished nearby and
watched them hop around.
They seemed unbothered
by them being about 60 feet
from the shore of the penin-
sula. Eventually the two adult
eagles flew off probably in
search of a meal for there big
babies. So neat to be able to

Great egret.

see eagles fairly common now
in Massachusetts.

Male cardinal

I received this email, “I
was just was walking the dog
after dark and my flashlight
came upon this guy (male car-
dinal). I have seen him every
night since. We just stare at
each other for a few seconds
and say good night.”

Loon census

The Loon Preservation
Committee reported on Sat-
urday, July 19 from 8-9 a.m.,
566 volunteers simultaneous-
ly surveyed 135 lakes across
New Hampshire for loons. To-
gether, they counted 541 adult
loons and 109 loon chicks
during the census hour. The
New Hampshire loon census

is part of a larger regional ef-
fort. While N.H. participants
were out surveying for loons
on their lakes, hundreds of
volunteers in Maine, Vermont,
and New York were doing the
same. This simultaneous sur-
vey of so many lakes helps
create a “‘snapshot in time” of
not just the loon population
here in New Hampshire, but
across the Northeast.
Helping birds

A reader from South Had-
ley suggested I include a sec-
tion about ways to help birds.
She even provided several tips
for future columns. Some peo-
ple also continue to put out
suet and that is so dangerous.
It gets rancid in the heat and
that’s bad for birds. Perhaps
even worse, it gets their feet
and chest feathers greasy and
when the preen, they spread
the grease all over their bodies.
This interferes with a bird’s
natural waterproofing and can
also cause their nestling to be
covered in grease.

Sandhill cranes

An Oakham resident saw
two sandhill cranes in Barre
on Aug. 14 in a field across

Please see BAGKYARD,
page 11
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Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
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order for our office to au-
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to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
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amation of character are
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of candidacy, nor do we publish
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didates or discussing campaign
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Submitted photos
The South Hadley Police Department, with their new officer, and Gomfort Dog Muprhy came
to welcome her, too.

OFFICER from page 1

tribute to my community,”
Farber said. “Being a police
officer here will allow me
to do just that. I want to get
involved with the various op-
portunities the SHPD has to
offer.”

Town Clerk Sarah Gmein-
er conducted the swearing-in
ceremony to swear Farber in,

and Comfort Dog Murphy
came to welcome his new
partner- and playmate- at
the station with kisses and a
wagging tail.

“The swearing-in cere-
mony meant a lot. It marks
the beginning of a hopefully
long and successful career. |
am very excited to be a part
of this police department,’
Farber said. “I’'m looking

forward to giving back to
my community and helping
the residents and visitors of
South Hadley to the best of
my ability. I want to get in-
volved as much as I can.”

When you see Officer
Farber in the coming weeks,
smile at her, and welcome
her to our town as she takes
on the mantle to serve and
protect.

Our Own Corn, Tomatoes, Peaches,
Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles,
Scallions, Squashes, Beans, Beets,
Watermelons, Acorn Squash & Cucumbers

; Local Vendors: Gourmet Qils, Fresh Baked Goods,

¥ Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, Turkey Pies, Gibble
Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup,

Ice Cream Products, Healthy Dough by Jessica,

Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces, New Wine Jellies,

Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!

* ORNAMENTAL FALL GRASSES ¢ POTTED BASIL PLANTS ON SALE!

F oporniaa”  Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby =57 In Store
0S’ ajor
413-467-3794 Credit Cards Accepted
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm icki f Sorry No Checks
Sun. 8am-6pm www.dickinsonsfarm.com Gift Certificates Available

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
o Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333

onovan s

Coony

[rish Pub  Weekend!
iday, Saturday, unday, e
A“::l:l ;9“' August 30th A:gus': 3vlst & Q
Eagle
Eyes Friends | Acoustic IS
riday, aturday, SAVE
Sepll:zl:bZr 5th ‘ Se:h:ml:lervsth Tsiful::::’
The Jim McArdle &  Sept 13th
Healvs Jerry Murphy | gy

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791 « donovanspub.com

A3 Sun.12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm %
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VIGIL from page 1

“It has really grown to
bring the community togeth-
er to invite the community
together to stand in solidarity
with the people who have lost
loved ones to overdose,” Han-
nah Durham said, the Public
Health Program and Adminis-
trative Coordinator. “The goal
is to continue the work of the
Coalition, and there is a lot of
work to be done to bring the
community together to finish
that work.”

Durham is looking to
work with former Coalition
members to “help rebuild the
Coalition and help it to grow,”
so that they can continue to
host vigils like the one last
weekend for years to come.

“This year was the first
year that South Hadley joined
communities statewide and
nationally. It was a new event,
and it was really wonderful to
see folks participate and at-
tend,” Durham said.

The people lost to over-
dose are remembered through
names and photos and memo-
ry-sharing, and these types of
events are the perfect way to
do so.

“I think my favorite part
was after we had some wel-
come remarks and the ded-
ication of a newly planted
memorial tree, we had a few
moments of silence, and then
some time to share names of
people they were thinking
of,” Durham said. “It was
really heartening to see how
many folks were willing to
share, and it was a particular-
ly moving moment.”

The event hosted several
groups, including Hampshire
HORPE, the City of Northamp-
ton’s Department of Health
and Human Services’ Drug
Addiction Recovery Team
(DART), Tapestry Health,
Hope for Holyoke Peer Re-
covery Center, Westfield Peer
Recovery Center, Support
After a Death by Overdose
(SADOD), the Mental Health
Association and South Had-
ley Al-Anon.

The Pioneer Valley Pub-
lic Health District was also
there to share their new proj-

ect, CredibleMind, which
services people in Holyoke,
South Hadley, and Chicop-
ee by connecting them with
mental health resources.

“Everyone who showed
up showed how important this
work is, and how you need a
whole network of support no
matter who you are, and as
far as community members,
several folks mentioned how
much they appreciated hav-
ing the opportunity to gather
and remember those they lost
and that they weren’t alone in
their grief, and hearing that
from them was very moving,
and this was a good and valu-
able event to hold,” Durham
said.

The town is looking for
more opportunities to contin-
ue the conversation and offer
more ways to allow folks to
come together to support one
another.

Submitted photos
Whenever you pass by The
Memorial Tree, a Scarlet
Fire Dogwood, remember
that those who lost their
fight to addiction will never
be forgotten.

Those with an interest in
joining or putting together
more help for the Coalition
or to take part in orchestrating
more events can contact Han-
nah Durham with the Public
Health Department at hdur-
ham @southhadleyma.gov

“I just wanted to extend
thanks to all the community
partners that helped to make
this event possible, and a spe-
cial thank you to our South
Hadley tree warden, Rebekah
Cornell, who helped with the
selection and planting of the
Memorial Tree,” Durham
said. “Also, for all the others
who came to help make this
a beautiful and meaningful
event for all who attended.”

The vigil was a beauti-
ful, yet somber reminder that
those who struggle are not
alone, and that those who
have lost friends, family, and
loved ones to overdoses are
not alone in their grief.

South Hadley Public Library

2 Canal St., South Hadley * www.shadleylib.org ¢ 413-538-5045

SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Sound Healing with Julia Nadolny
Wed. Sept. 10 | 6 - 7:30 PM ® Sign Up Under Events
Sound Healing is an ancient practice going back thousands of years.
It promotes balance throughout the body and mind.
Julia Nadolny is certified in energy-medicine
and will lead participants in a connecting and reflective experience.

Local History! Canals of the CT River
Wed. Sept. 17 | 6 - 7:30 PM ® In Community Room
Learn about power, navigational, municipal, and irrigation canals in the
Connecticut River Valley of Massachusetts - funded by a state level grant from the
Massachusetts Cultural Council. This program is presented by Robert Comeau.

Small Appliance Swap

Sat. Sept. 20 | 10 - 11 AM e Community Room
Drop offs begin on Tuesday, Sept. 2nd until Friday, Sept 19th.
You will receive a ticket for each item you bring (no more than 3).
Then come on down Saturday, September 20st in the Community Room,
and find a new to you appliance!

Selma Says: Energy Reading with Tarot
Sat. Sept. 20 | 10 - 11 AM e Readings in Atrium

(1st Come, 1st Served)

After more than 20 years providing mental health services and about 10 years teaching
in different universities, Selma decided to study the Tarot and its relationship
with the Carl Jung’s concept of Collective Unconscious.
So, come in, and explore with Selma this wonderful tool, questions such as,
What should | expect from...?; Am | doing the right thing in relation to...?
How can | work on...?; Is love in my future?

Local Author! “Self-Regulation: A Family Systems Approach”

By Rondalyn Whitney
Wed. Sept. 24 | 6 PM

First 20 shall receive a free signed copy!

This book includes activities, recipes, case studies, and unique worksheets
to help families build strong skills for self-regulation and improve quality of life.
Recognized as a revolutionary book on sensory-sensitive learning for children who
struggle with common activities. Rondalyn Whitney is a Licensed and Registered
Occupational Therapist, a Fellow of the American Occupational Therapy Association,
a funded research scholar, and she holds a Doctorate in International Health Science.

Mid Autumn Chinese Festival
Sat. Sept. 27 | 10 - 12:30 PM e Sign Up Under Events
The festival, also known as the Moon Festival, is one of the most important
traditional holidays in Chinese culture, celebrating family, gratitude,

and the harvest. This free, family-friendly program will include
mooncake tasting, Chinese calligraphy, and lantern-making activities.
Founded as a non-profit, CAWM is dedicated to fostering cultural
diversity, cross-cultural communication, and collaboration through
a variety of events and activities benefiting all communities in
Western Massachusetts. Their mission is rooted in the belief

that celebrating diverse traditions and heritages helps
strengthen the ties that unite people.
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Sheriff Nick Cochlholds Eighth Annual Cookout

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD — On
Aug. 20, more than 1,500 peo-
ple gathered under the Elks
lodge pavilion as Hampden
County Sheriff Nick Cocchi
held his 8th Annual Cookout,
which consisted of elected of-
ficials, friends and a plethora
of community members.

Some notable names that
were in attendance were
Springfield Mayor Domenic
Sarno, Chicopee Mayor John
Vieau and Holyoke Mayor
Joshua A. Garcia, along with
State Sen. Adam Gomez (D-
Springfield) and Hampden
County DA Anthony Gulluni,
and even the previous Hamp-
den County Sheriff, Michael
Ashe, who served 42 years
in the role, who was known
for his clam bakes back in
the day stopped by to greet
Sheriff Cocchi, along with
Springfield PD Commission-
er Albert Tranghese.

Offering insight despite
the rainy and inclement
weather was Cocchi, who re-
flected on the chance to con-
tinue the legacy left behind by
Ashe in the pursuit of bring-
ing the community together.

“We do it in August, just
before Election time, so a lot
of people running for office
come, which allows the pub-
lic to express their concerns
or interests to get to know
who they will be potentially
voting for, and it allows me
to offer an ode of gratitude
and just a thank you to the
people who have been the

Sheriff’s office,” Cocchi said.
“T just feel this love and sup-
port from the community, but
make no mistake about it, the
Hampden County Sheriff’s
Office is the people’s, and
I’'m very grateful to have the
awesome responsibility to run
day-to-day operations.”

Cocchi noted that the key
to keeping the event fresh and
unique as the years continue
to pass, by summing it up to
the fact of building relation-
ships and staying true to what
you mean.

“It’s about providing ser-
vices to the people in the
community who need help
and support, to allow offend-
ers who are incarcerated that
opportunity for redemption,
and give them a piece of
hope,” Cocchi said.

Cocchi also discussed
the overall elation of seeing
familiar faces and the foun-
dational pillars of colleagues
who helped pave the way for
him, such as a former Cor-
rectional Officer SGT. James
Rooney, who was a mentor to
Cocchi when he first started,
back during the days of the
old York Street Prison being
in use.

“It was so great to see Jim-
my (Rooney),” Cocchi said. “I
have had so much respect for
him, since the days of when I
was a young CO, and he (Jim)
was one of my mentors in one
of the toughest areas in the
facility.”

Cocchi was grateful to the
community for their support.

“I’m just so grateful to see
this level of support in 2025;

Turley photos by Brendan Rooney

From left to right, Former CO SGT Jim Rooney, York Street Jail,
Anthony Cignoli, President of AL Cignoli CO, and Springfield
Police Commissioner Al Tranghese.

it’'s extremely humbling,”
Cocchi said.

Providing similar com-
ments to Cocchi’s gratitude
was Springfield Police Com-
missioner Tranghese, who
kept his thoughts simple,
highlighting the support and
unity from the community.

“This is a great function
for all of Western Mass, and
it brings us all together, and
it’s always a big occasion,’
Tranghese said.

Touching upon the re-
silience of the community,
showing up strong, despite
the rainy and wet conditions,
was Mayor Garcia.

“You would think with

Volunteers running the raffle table.

SWINGING BRIDGE AUCTIONS

REAL ESTATE AUCTION AT
104 FRANKLIN ST., NORTHAMPTON MASS. 01060
SEPTEMBER 13TH 2025 AT 12:00 P.M.
DAVID BAILLARGEON AUCTIONEER MA. LIC AU0002755

AUCTION DAY:

Registered Bidders Only will be allowed on site during the auction at the request

of the owner.

BIDDER REGISTRATION & PROPERTY VIEWING
¢ By Appointment Only
¢ Preview & Registration: Friday, September 12 —4:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.

e Auction Day Registration: 10:00 A.M. to 11:45 A.M.

Walking distance to: Smith College, Northampton High School, Cooley Dickinson
Hospital, and Downtown Northampton

FOR MORE INFO. CALL 413-207-1301 OR WEB SITE
WWW.SWINGINGBRIDGEAUCTIONS.COM

TERMS:

rain, you would expect low
turnout, but that’s not the
case,” Garcia said. “But this
turnout is a testament to Sher-
iff Cocchi, and again, that has
to do with good leadership,
good direction, and I'm here
to contribute and offer sup-
port, and everyone here in
some way, shape, or capaci-
ty are doing important work
in the community, and we
show up to show support for
each other, for the Sheriff to
continue the good work of
improving quality life of peo-
ple.”

Offering similar senti-
ments to Garcia’s comments
was State Senator Adam Go-

mez (D-Springfield).

“Even when it rains, peo-
ple are going to come out and
support Sheriff Cocchi,” Go-
mez said. “From the work he
and his team have been doing,
it shows that the public is still
with him, and they enjoy this
annual event.”

Gomez also noted the di-
versity and overall enjoyment
of everyone in attendance.

“We have children here,
grandparents, we have every-
body, and everyone is enjoy-
ing good food and conversa-
tion, and just remember to
stand tall and keep pushing
our region forward,” Gomez
said.

Following suit in the ode
of gratitude centered around
Cocchi, while branding a
new name for supporters of
the Sheriff was Mayor Vieau,
who attributed the ‘Cocchi
army’.

“I’ll tell you that Sheriff
Cocchi is just beloved by this
community, and it’s not just
Western Mass; it’s beyond,”
Vieau said. “And Nick (Coc-
chi) is a great guy, and I'm
grateful and thankful to call
him a great friend.”

Gulluni also offered his
initial thoughts about the
event, sharing that the support
from everyone was “phenom-
enal.”

“It’s a testament to Coc-
chi’s community outreach and
engagement due to the credi-
bility he’s achieved as Sheriff
over these years, to bring out
this number of people in a
washout, and I’m happy to be
here to support Nick(Cocchi)

and his team,” Gulluni said.

He also talked about the
passion for being in the posi-
tion he is in.

“I feel privileged to have
had this job for almost 11
years, and I worked in the of-
fice as an assistant DA, so I
have a great appreciation for
the impact that we can have,”
Gulluni said.

Gulluni cited the success
is due to his staff.

“I’ve been really fortunate
to have great people around
me through all the projects
and the initiatives that we
have, but particularly on unre-
solved cases, we’ve had a lot
of success, and that is mean-
ingful to the community, and
it’s obviously tremendously
meaningful to the families
and loved ones involved who
lost someone and never got
answers and that is a trauma
I can’t even envision, so if we
can give back in that capacity,
I’'m really honored to do so,”
Gulluni said.

The all-day event kicked
off with a golf tournament in
the morning, and for those in
attendance, they were treated
to grilled foods like Italian
sausage, burgers, corn, grilled
chicken and BBQ ribs, along
with plenty of drinks, were
provided to bring a classic
cookout feel. The event also
featured live music, cornhole
and tons of raffle prizes.

All funds from the event
went towards the Sheriff’s
election committee.

From left to right: Former CO Jerry Crews, Hampden County Sheriff Nick Cocchi, and Former CO

SGT Jim Rooney, York Street Jail.

PROPERTY IS BEING SOLD AS IS WHERE IS WITH NO CONTINGENCIES SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE SELLER. FOR MORE INFO
ON TERMS PLEASE CALL OR GO TO WEBSITE WWW.SWINGINGBRIDGEAUCTIONS.COM. PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS ARE WELCOME TO
HAVE INSPECTION AT THERE OWN EXPENSE AT LEAST 48 HOURS PRIOR TO AUCTION.

A FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR CERTIFIED CHECK IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO REGISTER TO BID ( please call for details of how to write
the check out.) ALL BIDDERS ARE STRONGLY URGED TO GET FINANCING IN ORDER PRIOR TO AUCTION. Owner to provide Clear
Title at time of closing. Winning bid is contingent upon SELLERS approval.

From left to right, Former Springfield PD Superintendent Cheryl
Clapprood, Hampden Gounty Sheriff Nick Gocchi, and Anthony
Cignoli, President of AL Cignoli CO.
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Girls soccer gets hronze West boys team dominates

at Bay State Games

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG—Both the
Central and West girls’ soccer
teams began the annual Bay
State Summer games with
losses last month from July
10 to 12..

A couple of hours later,
the West squad celebrated a
6-1 victory over the Central
team at the Game On Sports
and Performance Center in
Fitchburg.

“We didn’t play very well
in our first game this morn-
ing,” said West head coach
Matt Mosher, who also coach-
es the St. Mary’s (Westfield)
girls’ varsity soccer team.
“Once we got into a rhythm,
especially during the second
half, we took it to them in this
game. We were a lot more ag-
gressive.”

Please see GIRLS SOCCER,
page 8

Bay State Games

: \ By Tim Peterson
lawl Sports Correspondent

- FITCHBURG—The
West boys’ soccer team won
the gold medal at the 2022
and 2023 Bay State Sum-
mer Games. After finishing
in third place a year ago, the
West squad didn’t have very
much trouble capturing the
gold medal this year.

The boys’ soccer show-
case took place at the Game
On Sports and Performance
Center in Fitchburg last
month July 10 to 12.

The West team began the
tournament with a pair of vic-
tories. —tg == 2

After overcoming an ear- L = = & :
ly 1-0 deficit to defeat Metro, Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
5-1, in the morning match last ~ Tiago Despatado, of Chicopee, goes after the loose ball.
Thursday, the West team dis-
patched the Central team, 6-0,

Kallie Tevepaugh clears the ball away for Central.

Gabriella Ramos, who plays for Agawam
High, sends a quick pass away.

in the afternoon affair.

“We’re off to a very good
start in this tournament, but
we haven’t accomplished
anything yet,” said Hugo De-
stapdo, who coached the West
boys’ soccer team at the Bay
State Summer Games for the
first time. “We do have a sol-
id group of players, but we’re
going to be facing some very
good competition during the
next couple of days.”

During the fall, Destapdo
is the boys’ varsity coach at
Chicopee High School. He
replaced Marc Atkins as the
West coach at the Bay State
games.

The members of the 2025
West boys’ soccer team, who
are from the Turley Publica-
tions coverage area, are John
Carra (Agawam), Timothy
Haley (Belchertown), Yousif
Hamid (Chicopee), Spencer

Please see BAYSTATE
GAMES, page 9

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

T s
Alivia Marcello chases down the loose ball.
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Orioles hold on for Valley Wheel league title

WILBRAHAM - On Sunday,
Aug. 17 at Spec Pond, the Orioles
staved off a big comeback from the
top-seeded Twins to win the Valley
Wheel Over-28 Baseball League champi-
onship. The Twins would hold a 4-2 lead
until the Orioles rallied and eventually held
an 8-4 lead going into the bottom of the
ninth inning. The Twins would score three
times and get the tying run to second base
before the Orioles were finally able to close
it out for the title.

I s ’ _

 «
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Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

The Orioles claimed the 2025 Valley
Wheel Over-28 Baseball League
Championship on Sunday, Aug. 17,
beating the Twins 8-7.

(e~
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|

The Twins
Jordan
McCarthy
fires away.

5 .\m;.a..'-..--. .- e = = e F
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Henry Henriquez takes a swing.

Todd Bergstrom sends a throw Mike Burgos delivers a .
to first. pitch home for the Orioles.  Jorge Figueroa fields a grounder to short.
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Shortstop Aiden Breen makes a play.

e
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—

Pitcher Mike Afflitto sends a
pitch home.

nderway

SOUTH HADLEY - Last g
Sunday, the Quabbin Valley
Baseball League playoffs got
underway with a pair of quarter-
final games. In one matchup, the Ti-
gers defeated the Braves 12-8 thanks
to some great pitching late in the game
by the Tigers’ Brad Bullough. The Dodgers
walked off on the Pirates in the other matchup 17-
16 when a hit by Andrew Tuck plated the winning
run. The Cardinals defeated the Dodgers 9-7 and the
Orioles defeated the Tigers 17-7 in the semifinals held
on Aug. 24, setting up a Cardinals-Orioles champion-
ship game on Sunday, Sept. 7 at 10 a.m. Booster Field
in Easthampton.

L T

A

The Pirates’ Sam Crotto delivers to the plate.

Bob Eccelston fields a grounder to second.

The Dodgers’ osh Turner attempts to make a bac

=l 5o i L 0 |

and.

August 29, 2025

Steven Bilodeau slings a
throw to first.

GIRLS SOCCER from page 7

The members of the West
team, who are from the Tur-
ley Publications coverage
area, are Allison Fleury
(South Hadley), Kiana Ra-
mos (South Hadley), Hannah
Haesaert (South Hadley),
Kayleen Sullivan (Agawam),
Lylia Ellis (Monson), Kyra
Lippmann (Holyoke), Mia
Oyler (Agawam), Riley Plat-
t(South Hadley/Williston
Northampton School), Kylie
Warner (Agawam), Gabriella
Ramos (Agawam), Alexis Ca-
noa (Belchertown) and Laura
Parolo (Agawam).

Mosher has been coach-
ing at the Bay State Summer
Games for the past five years.
His teams have won two Sil-
ver Medals and two Bronze
Medals.

Mosher was assisted by
Laura Wray-Ramos, who’s
the longtime girls’ wvarsi-
ty soccer coach at Agawam
High School.

“It took Laura and I a
game to find out which play-
ers play well together. We
moved some players around
to different positions,” Mosh-
er said. “A lot of the players
have played on the same club
teams. It’s been a lot of fun
coaching at the Bay State
Summer Games.”

Both starting goalies in
last Thursday afternoon’s

match attend Agawam High
School

Sullivan was the starting
goalie for the West team,
while Talia Oliveira was the
starting goalie for the Central
squad, which took home the
Gold medal last year.

Because there weren’t
enough girls’ soccer players
from Central Mass. to fill
the Central team roster, more
than half of the players listed
on their roster are from West-
ern Massachusetts.

“About five years ago, we
noticed that the Central team
didn’t have enough players,”
said Central head coach Eric
Wood, who also coaches the
girls’ soccer team at the Mac-
Duffie School in Granby. “We
now fill out the Central roster
with the players who don’t
make the West team. We
have 15 players from Western
Mass. on this year’s team. It’s
been a great situation.”

The other members of the
Central team, who are from
the Turley Publications cover-
age area, were Rylee Joesph
(Holyoke/Hampshire Reg.),
Eleanor Szlosek (Granby),
Taylor Bartosz (Wilbraham/
Minnechaug Reg.) Filomena
Stellato (Agawam), Bren-
na Moreno (Granby), Grace
Sherman (Holyoke. South
Hadley H.S.) and Kali White
(Granby).

Even though the Central

team went 0-4, it was still an
enjoyable experience for the
players.

“T just want my players to
have a lot of fun here,” Wood
said. “I also keep in touch
with the players throughout
the year.

The Central squad took an
early 1-O lead following an
unassisted goal by White.

A couple of minutes lat-
er, White had another shot
attempt that clanged off the
post.

The West team tied the
score at 1-1 with less than
two minutes remaining in the
opening half.

Willow Claps (Northamp-
ton) blasted a shot that de-
flected off the goalie’s hands
into the left corner of the net.

At the start of the second
half, Warner put a shot into
the upper left corner giving
the West squad a 2-1 advan-
tage. She also scored the final
goal of the match.

The other three second
half goals scored by the West
team during the second half
were by Kate Moccio (Long-
meadow), Addison Perich
(Westfield), and Haesaert.

Central would end up go-
ing 0-4 during the Bay State
Games while the West pre-
vailed in the Bronze Medal
Game on July 12, defeating
Southeast 3-0. Coastal won
the Gold for girls soccer.

W i

Rylee Joseph sends a pass away ahead of pressure.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli  Filloma Stellato fights for
possession of the ball.

Talia Oliveira brings in a save
for Central.

Hannah Haesaert, of South Hadley, plays the ball off her chest.

ERVICE DIRECTOR

To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All Types Of Electrical Work. :
Fully Insured. .

All Work Fully Guaranteed .
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A .
533-8867 TN °

Willow Claps is pressured for the West team.

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 T

A
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Turley photos by
David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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Meservey, Riendeau, Farnum win at Monadnock Speedway

WINCHESTER, N.H. -
Third-generation open-wheel
ace Brett Meservey dominated
Saturday night’s 75-lap MRS
Modified main event at Mo-
nadnock Speedway, as the Bay
State blaster - last summer’s
series’ Rookie of The Year- led
63 of the last 64 laps en route
to his first career MRS win.

With  Saturday’s break-
through victory, Meservey
stayed atop the series’ air-tight
2025 championship points
race - he came into the night’s
event only four markers ahead
of Brian Robie, third in Sat-
urday’s 75-lapper - and, with
the win, secured a guaranteed
starting berth in Thompson
Speedway’s Race Of Champi-
ons biggie set for later this sea-
son at the Nutmeg State oval.

Other winners at the Aug.
16 event on the high banks of
Monadnock Speedway includ-
ed Chris Riendeau, the quar-
ter-mile speedplant’s reigning
Super Street champion, who

put his sluggish 2025 cam-
paign back in high gear by
soaring to his first win of the
summer, and four-holer star
Gordon Farnum, victorious for
the second time this month.
Aaron Thompson rebound-
ed from a mid-race drubbing
to top the Pro V8 Sportsmen,
Young Gun dominator
Hunter Duquette earned his
sixth victory lap of the sum-
mer, and Hayden Kingsley
won the visiting 603 Mini Cup
series Saturday night feature.
Ryan Doucette and Joey
Jarvis led the thundering Mod-
ified Racing Series field to the
green Saturday, with Doucette
immediately taking charge,
Previous series winner Matt
Kimball, from row two, was
close behind and rocketed up
to second on lap five.
Meservey, who’d started
alongside Kimball, blasted to
the deuce spot four laps lat-
er, but Kimball wasn’t done.
Meservey took command on

lap 11, with Kimball blasting
back to second six circuits lat-
er. And the chase was on.

While the 24-year-old
Meservey would be strong-
ly tested most of the way, he
never wavered en route to his
first MRS feature win. Kim-
ball inched ahead on a lap-18
restart but Meservey was soon
back at the point and, once in
clean air, was unbeatable on
this Saturday night.

Brian Robie, the points
leader in Monadnock’s week-
ly 604 Modified division, was
up to third on lap 28 aboard a
new tour car completed only
earlier in the day but could ad-
vance no further as he settled
for Saturday’s bronze medal
finish behind Meservey and
Kimball. Joey Jarvis, strong
all night, finished fourth at his
2025 home track, and Brad
Zahensky was fifth.

Michael Lashua, stron-
ger and better every week,
led the first five go-rounds of

Saturday’s 30-lap Twin State
Truck Services Super Street
main event. Chris Riendeau,
though, firing from row three,
took charge on lap six and
quickly opened a huge lead.

While Riendeau, fully
shaking off his summer-long
slumber, raced all alone, points
leader Dylan Zullo, from way
back in row five, passed Zach
Zilinski for second but ran out
of laps pursuing the blazing
Riendeau.

With Zullo padding his
2025 championship points lead
in second, Zilinski impressed
in third, just ahead of Hillary
Renaud. JD Stockwell, second
in points entering Saturday’s
event, finished the night as an
infield spectator, credited with
a disappointing 11th.

There were two levels of
competition in  Saturday’s
Brattleboro Towing and Re-
covery Pure Stock feature.
There was Gordon Farnum,
and then far behind him, ev-

eryone else, with some terrif-
ic battles for position waged
from green to checkers in the
one-caution 25-lapper.

Farnum, from row two,
took charge on lap three and
rocketed off into another time
zone to win for the second
time this season. Behind him,
early leader Addison Brooks,
bidding for her first win, held
a perfect line until being bum-
pered aside on the final lap.

Andrea St. Amour finished
second, with Brooks inches
behind in third. Jimmy Zell-
man, the winner a week ear-
lier, was fourth, and points
leader Kyle Kenny completed
the top five.

Mikey Bollinger took the
lead on lap four of the Pro V8
Sportsman feature, with Aaron
Thompson soon glued to his
bumper. Thompson, though,
was ushered to the outside lane
on lap 14, his hope for victory
then suddenly in doubt,

Thompson low-lined back

to the front on lap 17, taking
the lead from Seth Lamotte
and sailing off into the sunset
to score a popular victory at
his former weekly track. La-
motte held strong for second,
and Wollinger finished third.

Racers in the speedway’s
youth division Young Guns
don’t compete for points but
if they did, Hunter Duquette
would be well on his way to the
2025 title town, The Thornd-
ike, Mass. teen led all the way
Saturday to score his track-high
sixth win of the summer. Maya
Bell, victorious a week earlier,
was second, and Sofia Rego,
shaking down a new ride, came
home third.

In the visiting 603 Mini
Cups, a division equally pow-
ered by motors from Harbor
Freight, Hayden Kingsley
won by six lengths over Jacob
Raby, who rebounded from a
mid-race thumping to come
home second. Kendall White-
hill was third on the night.

BAYSTATE GAMES from page 7

Parsons (South Hadley), Tyler
Supczak (Wilbraham), Evan
Tyrrell (Chicopee), Griffen
Wrisley (Chicopee), Chase
Henderson (Wilbraham), Ti-
ago Destapdo (Chicopee),
and Braeden Fitzgerald (Aga-
wam/Pope Francis).

“Several college coach-
es will be attending these
games, so this is a very good
showcase for the players,”
Destapdo said. “There are a
lot of talented soccer players
in Western Mass.”

The worst part of being a
coach of an All-Star team is
having to make cuts at try-
outs.

“We had 35 players try-
out, and we have 20 players
on our team,” Destapdo said.
“Having to make cuts is very
difficult. I wish we could’ve
taken all 35 players.”

The duo Henderson and

2 b e

Evan Tyrrell looks up the field
as he makes a pass.

B

gs

.

Nicholas Jennin

attempts to settle the ball.

Max Graham (Southwick/
Pope Francis) combined to
post the shutout against Cen-
tral.

“They’re different types
of goalies,” Destapdo said.
“Chase 1is just tremendous
with his feet. If he wasn’t a
goalie, he would be a very
good field player. Max is a
physical goalie.”

Henderson, who’s a rais-
ing senior, played the first
half against the Central team.

Graham, who’s a raising
sophomore, played the sec-
ond half.

The West goalies received
plenty of support from a
locked down defensive unit
led by Fitzgerald, Supczak,
Hamid, and Casey Bestler
(Frontier Reg.).

The West scored four
goals during the first half
against Central.

Glodie Manyegezi

Griffen Wrisley, of Chicopee, heads for the
goal with possession of the ball.

PLACE:

SOUTH HADLEY

][]

Falls Business Listening Session
Please join us for a discussion about ongoing redevelopment projects,

upcoming funding opportunities for local businesses, and to share your
thoughts on how we can support you grow your business in the Falls.

DATE & TIME: Saturday, September 13th, 10 AM - Noon

South Hadley Public Library - Community Room

2 Canal Street, South Hadley

Hosted by South Hadley Falls Neighborhood Association & South Hadley
Redevelopment Authority QUESTIONS? acapra@southhadleyma.gov

Redevelopment Authority

(Springfield Central) scored
two of the goals. The other
two first half goals were net-
ted by Brandon Barker (West
Springfield), and Will Se-
an-McNally (Northampton).
The two second half goals

(Smith Academy). Sean-Mc-
Nally was credited with both
assists.

The following day, the
West team won two more
matches  against  North-
east,2-0, and Southeast,5-0.

were scored by Cajun Benson

A BT

The West team then cap-

TR A W7 iy

tured the Gold medal by
squeaking out a 2-1 win
against Coastal last Saturday
morning.

In their five Bay State
matches, the West team out-
scored their opponents, 20-2.

A Central midfielder is
pressured as he stops the
ball.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Frank DeToma
South Hadley Falls
Redevelopment Fund

The Redevelopment Authority of

South Hadley has established a
memorial fund to honor the legacy of
Frank DeToma. Frank passed away in
2024 after a two year battle with cancer.
He was passionate about local politics
and civic engagement, serving as a
Selectboard member, 30-year District 2
Water Commissioner, and multiple
town committees, including

the Redevelopment Authority.

The Frank DeToma South Hadley Falls
Memorial Fund seeks donations to
further Frank’s vision for South Hadley Falls — redevelopment,
beautification, and community engagement. Projects
supported by this Fund may include property acquisition and/
or redevelopment, creation of housing, business growth and
development, and public parks and recreation facilities.

Donations by Check - Payable to:
South Hadley Redevelopment Authority

Mail to: South Hadley Redevelopment Authority

Town Hall — Planning & Conservation Department
| 16 Main Street, South Hadley, MA 01075
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

ESTATE SALE

HUGE ESTATE SALE.
Antiques, etc. 53 Russell Rd.,
Huntington (Rt. 20).
August 30-31 & September 1.
9am-4pm
413-623-5327

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE

HUGE TAG SALE! Baby gear, clothes,
household finds, and more! August
30th-August 31st only 8am-5pm! Rain
or shine! 560 South Washington St.,
Belchertown.

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul
413-206-8688.

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

BUILT ’'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #1045405

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Now is the time to get your AC, Heat-
ing & Water Heater cleanings before the
winter. 413-275-4408

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

MASO

C=a=)

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French

(413) 222-5542

frenchyn@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Walker

sy

Handyman Services

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of tree
care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

COUNSELING

LIFE COACH BELLE
LIFECOACHBELLE@YAHOO0.COM
413-330-4013
Helping you bring structure
and meaning to your life.

N\
FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
; JF Quabbin ———
1 2 3 a Village Hills
Circulation: *
5 3 7 8 50,500
9 10 11 12 mﬂ& ﬂ
17 18 19 20 Base frice I
% Suburban
21 Base Price | 22 Base Price | 23 Base Price | 24 Base Price - ReSidentiaI
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Circulation:
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25 Bast;zl’éigg 26 BaszzP;.igg 27 Bas‘?sng"fgg 28 Basg;l;.igg Hllltowns
Circulation: 9,800
29 Beia0sn | 30 Sestaron| 31 Banso| 32 ]
All Three ZONES for $26.00
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each additional word.
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Name: Phone:
GREAT VALUE!
Town: State: Zip: u
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
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CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33; 2
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING
AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks
highly qualified applicants for the position
of Executive Director. Responsibilities
include the administration of 69 Chapter
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter
705 Family housing units. The Executive
Director reports to a five-member Board of
Commissioners. Work schedule shall be
a minimum of 22 hours per week during
normal business hours, flexible as need-
ed. The estimated salary range $46,177.00
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’

Executive Director Salary Schedule.
The ideal candidate must have two years’
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely
related field. Knowledge of the principles
and practices of housing management,
finances and maintenance systems in
public or private housing. Excellent written
and verbal communication skills required.
Willingness to work with people of various
socio-economic  backgrounds. Must be
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a
property manager or similar classification
by a nationally recognized housing or real
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD.
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up
to one year of experience. Applications will
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025.
Please submit cover letter, resume and
contact information for 3 references to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Executive
Director Search Committee, Wilbraham
Housing Authority, 88 Stony Hill Road, Wil-
braham, MA 01095. Contact: Peter Mano-
lakis (413) 519-8195

Wilbraham Housing Authority is an

Equal Opportunity Employer

MAINTENANCE
20 to 25 hours per week.

Experience required in all aspects of
property maintenance and repair. Work in-
cludes, but is not limited to: snow removal,
electrical, plumbing, painting, carpentry,
and grounds keeping. Must be available
every other week for on call emergen-
cy maintenance requests. Valid driver’s
license and clean driving record. Profes-
sional references required. Criminal back-
ground check required. Insurance and full
state benefits package available.

Please submit resume to:
Wilbraham Housing Authority
88 Stony Hill Rd.,
Wilbraham, Ma 01095
Deadline for resumes 12 PM, September

19, 2025. Equal Opportunity Employer

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil
truck driver $35-$40/hr. full time or part-
time. Squier will provide help with en-
dorsements and CDL training for the right
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

Town of Blandford
Town of Blandford is hiring a
PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18-$20/hr, based
on experience. Communication, customer
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

Town of Blandford

is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
TREASURER/COLLECTOR.
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour.

Please visit our website for full job

description.
Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.
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BACKYARD from page 4

from the Listening Center.
Sandhill cranes also visit his
field in Oakham as well.
Warren birds

The Brimfield resident
said, “In Warren this week
there are still adult ospreys
about, on two visits I saw and
adult on or near the nest. I
have not seen a juvenile out of
the nest so am not sure if any
young fledged this year. I saw
one chick in the nest earlier
this summer and there is an
eBird report from July with a
picture of a fully grown chick
in the nest with an adult. It’s
unknown if the chick fledged
successfully?” In Warren at
the pond on New Reed Street
the past several years I had
seen Great Egrets there in Au-
gust but none have been seen
there this year.

Cedar waxwings

The Brimfield resident in
referring to recent mention in
this column about cedar wax-
wings, said a large part of their
diet is fruit based. He read an
article that stated that because
their diet is mostly fruit based
that if a waxwing nest is par-
asitized by a brown-headed
cowbird the cowbird chick is
not likely to survive because it
can’t survive on the fruit based
diet.

I visited the section of
Ware River recently where
my daughter has seen ceder
waxwings and I was not disap-
pointed. I stood and watched
them fly over the water and
into nearby trees. They moved
so quickly I was unsuccessful
in watching them through bin-
oculars.

Bird bath

The Brimfield resident re-

ports the bird bath in his yard

TOWN Reminder
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is getting lots of use, especial-
ly by catbirds and blue jays.
Goldfinch show up and drink
from the drip as well as black-
capped chickadees, chipping
sparrows and house finches.

Four juvenile raccoons are
regular visitors to the bird bath.
He has a trail camera near the
bird bath and it captures lots of
pictures of the raccoons in the
bird bath. Not sure what they
are doing, it doesn’t look like
they are drinking and some-
time the stones in the bath are
moved around. A couple of
times he’s seen a pickerel frog
in the bird bath.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com  or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.

AUTHOR from page 1

PUSHING PERFECTION
is about organizing. YOU
DONT NEED IT is about
conscious consumerism.”

During her talk, she taught
those in attendance about not
only how to organize in an or-
derly way, but in a way that
will allow them to make con-
scious choices without fall-
ing into trends and gathering
more clutter in their quest to
organize.

“Start small. Don’t start
with a house, start with a
room. And in that room,
don’t view the entire space
but one section of it. And in
that section, maybe start with
a drawer and see how you
feel once it’s done. The mo-
mentum builds on itself. But
if one drawer is all you can
accomplish, that’s enough for
the moment. An entire house
starts with that one drawer,”
Borromeo Tomilson said.

She has been leading
these seminars on organiza-
tion for three years now, fo-
cusing on helping the people
gathered understand what or-
ganization is—and isn’t—and
how to make it less stress-in-
ducing and more calming.

There are many ways to
declutter, and the start doesn’t
have to be anxiety-inducing.
Once you learn how to start,
you can put it into practice.

“You have to know why
you are doing it and focus on
the end game. If you’re mov-
ing, think about how beautiful
your next home will be with
only those items you really
love being in it, for example.
The rest is just extra,” Borro-
meo Tomilson said.

The art of decluttering is
something for everyone, es-
pecially in this society where
consumerism reigns, but the
idea of having things for “just
in case” can cause more harm
than good. Clutter in the home
creates clutter in the mind

“I love meeting new peo-
ple and helping them find the
motivation to jumpstart their
journey to all three of my
main topics. Problem-solving
challenging situations gives
me a bit of a rush,” Borromeo
Tomilson said.

Through meeting new
people at her seminars, Bor-
romeo Tomilson has been
able to see first-hand the im-
pacts she’s been able to make,
and so much more.

“Usually, because 1 see
common problems in every
home, like overconsumption
or holding onto things that
they deem sentimental. It
gives me a blueprint on the
different personalities that
contribute to each situation,”
Borromeo Tomilson said.

You can find Bonnie Bor-
romeo Tomilson’s books on
Amazon, as well as find her
on Instagram and Facebook,
where you can give her books
aread and truly delve into the
insights she shares.

-
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The room was full of people ready to learn the pro techniques for organizing and decluttering

their homes.

BUDGET from page 1

huge budget buster,” said
Wong. “Again, these are just
projections, and we are going
to try our best not to make
these projections a reality.”

State and federal grants
are not listed in the budget,
and millions are given to
schools, six figures for health
and public safety and millions
in project funds.

“The status of state aid
South Hadley receives over
$15 million per year- mid-
year cuts could happen if the
state loses funding due to the
economy, and loss of federal
funds,” said Wong.

Because all of this is un-
known, the actual state of the
budget is unknown.

Wong also provided some
options for a response re-
garding the health insurance
trust, including to either stay
with the trust and plan design
changes to negotiate in Janu-
ary and February 2026 with
the town’s union. Another op-
tion is to explore self-insur-
ance or other collaboratives,
and more programs like opt-
out to save money.

“We are going to contin-
ue to look at other options to
see what works best for us,”
said Wong. “If there are oth-
er kinds of programs like this
where we can save money for
you and for us, we will do
our best to take advantage of
those things.”

For a response to reve-

nue reductions, Wong shared
a report on the Budget Task
Force, which will be putting
out a report by February 2026
about the override.

The town also has plans to
review the local receipts and
set up an internal commit-
tee to review fees to see how
much can be added to taxes or
seek other options, encourage
new growth in town, and ad-
vocate for more state and fed-
eral funds.

In response to the FY26
rises through June 30, 2026,
the town is looking at a
$900,000 effective Oct. 1
in health insurance. Several
departments are working on
mid-year cuts to expenses in
amounts of about $200,000,
and will use the approximate-
ly $730,000 in free cash by
closing out capital projects or
using grant funds.

In response to the FY27
increases, July 1, 2026, to
June 30, 2027, the deficit is
estimated to be around $3.5
million for a level service
budget, assuming that state
aid will be level, and there is
no major loss in non-budget
grant funds coming in.

At least a dozen positions
are likely to be affected by
this point, as well as increas-
es in fees and the use of free
cash to make ends meet. Ser-
vices will be reduced with
partial closures at town build-
ings and a potential override.

The Budget Task Force
will be meeting every other
Monday in the coming weeks

to hold listening sessions and
provide  recommendations,
with a possible vote to hap-
pen at the 2026 April Annual
Town Election.

“This does mean that I’'m
going to be preparing a bud-
get that considers an override
that doesn’t pass, and I'll be
preparing budgets if an over-
ride does pass,” said Wong.

A $3 million override ask
can range from a $10 to $100
increase for residents, with
the average household around
$50 a month, with a wide
range depending on the fam-
ily and residency type.

“This is not a light ask
that anybody would be mak-
ing,” said Wong. “I think we
have to consider all aspects
of our community and town
services, what we want to de-
liver, and to support our resi-
dents... It’s a tough situation
for everybody.”

In order to reach stability,
the town will need health in-
surance to level off in terms
of money, and have less than
a 10% annual increase. It will
also need no more major loss
of state or federal aid, opera-
tional efficiency and modest
if little salary increases are
still needed, and there needs
to be a new growth strategy
put into place.

The next town employee
meetings will be held to con-
tinue to provide updates and
receive feedback throughout
September. These meetings
will also be recorded and add-
ed to the budget.
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Richard Steiner

In Loving Memory of
Richard Steiner, February
14, 1944 -
May 23, 2025.

Richard
Steiner passed
away peace-
fully on May
23, 2025,
at Baystate
Medical
Center 1in
Springfield,
MA, after a courageous bat-
tle with cancer and other ill-
nesses.

He was surrounded by his
loving wife Annie, daugh-
ter Michaella, son Alex, and
“adoptive” son Keith. Born
and educated in England,
Richard led a vibrant life
filled with profession-
al achievements, global
travel, and deep devotion
to family and community.
His career took him from
lab research at Pfizer in
England to roles in mar-
keting, sales, and ISO at
Westinghouse Electric

> Legal

in Belgium and the U.S,
later joining Turbocare in
Chicopee, MA.
He also taught
Business Systems
at Holyoke
Community College
and served on the
Belchertown EDIC
Board and with
BNI. In partner-
ship with Annie,
Richard co-founded
the Mucky Duck B&B in
Belchertown and later wel-
comed international students
into their home through
McDuffie Preparatory
School, experiences that
brought them lifelong
friendships and joy.

Richard was a triathlete
in his younger years and
found great happiness in his
dog-walking community
later in life. He was known
for his gentle spirit, gener-
ous heart, and the warmth
of his ever-present smile.
Above all, he was devoted
to his family, proud of his

Notices

Richard Steiner
Died May 23, 2025

children and grandchildren,
and loved sharing in their
accomplishments.

He is survived by Annie,
his wife of 56 years;
his children Alex and
Michaella; grandchildren
Zachary and Abigail; his
sister Helen and her hus-
band Mike; as well as his
brother-in-law Freddy, and
extended family across the
UK, Australia, Belgium, and
France.

In his final days, Richard
left us with these sim-

ple, powerful words:
“Life is short. Be kind to
everyone.”

A celebration of Richard’s
life was held on Saturday,
August 23, 2025, at the
Willits-Hallowell Center,
Mount Holyoke College,
South Hadley, MA.

TOWN OF
SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF HYBRID
PUBLIC HEARING
Route 202/33 Proposed
Zoning Bylaw and

Zoning Map Amendments

The Planning Board will
hold a hybrid public hearing on
Monday, September 8, 2025 at
6:00 PM to consider proposed
amendments to the zoning
map and zoning bylaw relative
to properties in proximity to
Route 202 (Granby Road) and
Route 33 (Memorial Drive/Wil-
limanett Street) to change the
existing zoning to one of two
new zoning districts identified
as Residential Core and Resi-
dential Mixed Use.

Proposed  zoning  bylaw
changes would add new lan-
guage to § 255-10 Terms De-
fined; add new language to §
255-11 Establishment of Dis-
tricts; add new zoning districts
and uses to § 255 Attachment
1 — Use Regulations Schedule;
add new zoning districts and
uses to § 255 Attachment 2 — Di-
mensional Regulations Sched-
ule; add new language to § 255-
15 Overlay districts; modify
language to § 255-31 Flexible

development; modify language
to § 255-47 Multifamily and
multiple dwellings; modify lan-
guage to § 255-34 Professional
business uses, and create a new
chapter § 255-XX Route 202/33
Corridor Design Guidelines
Overlay District.

Proposed Zoning Map chang-
es include property near Route
33 (Memorial Drive/Williman-
sett Street) at the Chicopee city
line northward toward the in-
tersection of Route 202 and 33,
including Willimansett Street,
then progressing eastward on
Route 202 (Granby Road) to the
Granby town line, and includ-
ing the following streets: Yale
Street, Dartmouth Street, Co-
lumbia Street, Harvard Street,
Cornell Street, Oakwood Cir-
cle, Brigham Road, McDowell
Drive, Forest Drive, Green Acre
Road, Ridge Road, Glenn Drive,
Karen Drive, Hickory Place,
Benger Avenue, Lois Avenue,
Victoria Lane, Sunset Avenue,
and East Street. The existing
zoning of subject properties are
proposed to change from Resi-
dence A-1 and Business A to the
proposed Residential Core; and
Residence A-1, Residence A-2,
Business A-1, Business A, and
Business C to the proposed Res-

idential Mixed Use.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-
in information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/894367697607?
pwd=NmdO704KxaoBW1
sqUHPi07RcfSoKcN. 1

Or join by phone: +1 (646)
558 8656 Webinar ID: 894
3676 9760 Passcode: 765579

Materials relative to this pro-
posal are on file in the Planning
& Conservation Department
Office (Room U6) in Town Hall
and are posted at www.south-
hadley.org on the Planning De-
partment page under ‘Route
202 & 33 Corridor Re-Zon-
ing’ or can be viewed at: https://
www.southhadley.org/1400/
Route-202-33-Corridor-Re-
Zoning

Any person interested in, or
wishing to be heard, should ap-
pear/join the hearing at the time
and in the manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Boar
08/22, 08/29/2025

CLUES ACROSS 38. A doctrine CLUES DOWN

1. Taxis 41. Can be subdued 1. Home of “60

5. Space Systems  43. A place to bathe Minutes”
Command 45, Land used for 2. Expression of

8. Plant seed by pasture sorrow or pity
scattering 48. Curved piece of 3. __ fide: legitimate

11. Alliances iron 4. Immune response

13. Fiddler crabs

14. Heroic tale

15. Yemen capital

16. Misleading
gesture

17. Cainand __

18. Simple shoe

20. Hundredweight

21. Children’s toy in
the snow

22. Gets rid of

25. Free of deceit

30. Performed a
dance

31. Chinese
philosophical
principle

32. Exaggerated

33. Refrain from
inflicting

49. Automobile

50. Fencing sword

55. Breezes through

56. Child

57. NBA legend
Iverson

59. Horsley and
lacocca are two

60. Midway between
northeast and
east

61. Spiritual leader
of a Jewish
congregation

62. U.S. leader
during much of
Www2

63. Lair

64. Fibrous
material

5. Assistance and
support

6. Glared

7. Spanish saloon

8. Pitch black

9. S-shaped lines

10. Statistical test

12. __ Paulo, city

14. Graduation garb

19. A way to record

23. Not good

24. \Weather events

25. A pituitary
hormone

26. Jamie Foxx film

27. Rocker’s
accessory

28. One point east
(clockwise) of due
north

29. One who obtains
pleasure from
another’s pain

34. Consume

35. Licensed for Wall
Street

36. Sick

37. Israeli city __ Aviv

39. Removed the
husk

40. Mass of rocks and
sediment

41. Two-year-old
sheep

42. Area units

44. Prison overseer

45. Walked

46. Wartime escort
aircraft carrier

47. Tax

48. 50 percent

51. Swiss river

52. Tattle

53. Actor Idris

54. Resist authority
(slang)

58. Egg of a louse
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BAND from page 1

his legacy would be remem-
bered by all the people he
came into contact with.

“Roger looked at the
marching band as the PR sec-
tion of sorts, and he thought
there would be a lot more peo-
ple to see the marching band
than the symphony orchestra
section,” Ballard said. “Rog-
er’s favorite part of teaching
was the symphony band, and
he knew a marching band
would be the best way to pro-
mote it, so he thought, ‘if we
have a marching band, we’ll
have the best marching band
there is.””

Ballard played in the band
from 1969 to 1973, and while
she began with no experience
in playing an instrument,
Farnsworth gave her an in-
strument and taught her him-
self, as he did with many oth-
er students who were a part
of the band, giving them all a
role and all a special place to
belong.

“I always felt that what
we had was something spe-
cial, and it was a story that
needed to be told. Dr. Farn-
sworth affected so many of us
in a positive way, and that’s
what inspired the process. We
wanted to honor his legacy,”
Ballard said. “What he taught
us stayed with us forever.”

The band’s parents in the
beginning of its history had a
Massachusetts law changed
so that they could hold bingo
games to raise money. At the
time, only Catholic churches
could hold bingo fundrais-
ers, so they became the first
non-colloquial group to hold
bingo games as fundraisers.

“A huge part of what I
loved is that I learned just
how much work they did to
make the band successful,
and that was very interesting
to me and others,” Ballard
said. “The other part was in
addition to interviews; I felt
we really couldn’t have a doc-
umentary without going back
to Band Camp.”

The group took a trip to
Camp Becket for a week,
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where they learned the orga-
nization of the band, as well
as the music to play. For the
film, they went back to the
camp where they developed
all those fond memories to in-
clude in the documentary.

They also took the time to
recreate the half-time perfor-
mances “peace sign” forma-
tion they did together more
than fifty years ago, adding to
the beauty of the friendships
made.

“It takes me back in time,”
Ballard said on seeing the
band still going today. “It
makes me feel like I'm back
with people I know and love.
It’s very comforting, and we
go back to where we were in
high school.”

“It was so much fun to
be in the band, and it gave
me friendship and a sense
of belonging and a sense of
pride,” Ballard said. “You
learned how to work hard and
make something happen. You
learn to work with people,
hard work, and to reach your
goals.”

The viewing party had
people fly in from other states
to see the band documentary
and share their love for the
band, even after moving far
away.

“I get teary-eyed just
thinking about it,” Ballard
said. “Seeing so many band
members, to think it was so
important to see a preview
party, it was very gratifying.
It took us two years to make
it, and it’s a lot of time you’re
alone, and to have it finished
and be able to share it with
others, and we got to watch
Roger see it. It’s been a long
haul.”

You can view the doc-
umentary yourself on the
SHCTYV Channel 15 Website,
at  www.shctvlS.com, this
week, and see for yourself the
dedication to the hard work
and love for South Hadley’s
Band in a stunning display of
real players sharing their real,
cherished experiences.

TOWN Reminder

The recreated Peace Sign by band members from August of 2024.
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ALL WE ARE SAYING
IS GIVE PEACE A
CHANCE

THE BEATLES

The original 1970 Peace Sign formation was done by the
Marching Band during halftime.
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At Chicopee
929 Memorial Dr, Chicopee MA

?I’QBER 4TH

,QQOAM

Two team members, Sue Miller, Carol Barszcz, and former
band parent Rosemary Hendricks.

Three members of the documentary team, Charlene Mahoney,
Karen Quinn, and Elizabeth Ballard.

N //‘ —
DA

dventure fours of Warren 3 p
irc the Ad urcwith i

/—\/\‘

Experience MORE
with Norwegian 3
Cruise Line .

Book now
for Best Cabin
Location!

E NORWEGIAN
CRUISE LINES

» May 24-31, 2026 from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

> July 19-26, 2026 from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

» August 30-September 6, 2026 from $1699
7-Night Canada & New England Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com




