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SOUTH HADLEY – The 
South Hadley Proposition 2 ½ 
proposal has once again failed 
at the polls. The measure, 
which was floated through a 
Proposition 2 ½ property tax 
ballot question held at a spe-
cial town election on Sept. 1, 

was rejected by a near two to 
one ratio by town residents.  
Out of the 6,166 votes, 3,799 
voted No; which equated to 
61.6% of the popular vote. 
This is in comparison to the 
2,367 residents who voted in 
favor of the proposal, a mere 
38.4% by contrast.

This isn’t the first time the 
town weighed in on a poten-

tial property tax increase.  A 
previous election in April fea-
tured two potential overrides 
on the ballot, one for the sum 
of $9 million and another for 
$11 million labeled Ques-
tion 1A and 1B respectively.  
During the April election, 
voters rejected both propo-
sitions, with Question 1A’s 
proposal to raise the sum 

over four years defeated with 
58.2% of the vote and Ques-
tion 1B’s proposal for a five-
year collection period defeat-
ed by 64.8% of the vote.

South Hadley has already 
incorporated cost cutting mea-
sures as a result of the previ-
ous override failures, which 
included a switch to a regional 
dispatch model for first re-

sponders, decreased service 
hours for the local libraries 
and staff reductions across 
both the police department 
and the local school district.  

Though residents have 
made it clear they do not want 
taxes raised to fund municipal 
and school district function-
ing, it’s yet unclear what this 
impact will have to the town.  

The $3.5 million override 
proposal was intended to pro-
vide a “level service budget” 
for South Hadley’s municipal 
functioning, which included 
funding for town employee 
health insurance and infra-
structure maintenance.  With 
the recent proposition failure, 
time will tell if future budget 
cuts are on the horizon.  

Second override proposal fails at the polls

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
South Hadley Public Library 
played host to hungry teenag-
ers last Thursday afternoon. 
Program Coordinator Beth-
any Roberts said the popular 

Snackternoon days are a hit 
with adolescents, as they tend 
to be more “food-motivated.”

“It started in the fall of 
September 2023 with Fall 
Snack Mix,” Roberts said.  “I 
mean, any program that you 
have with food tends to draw 
in teens and I wanted them 

to also learn, because unfor-
tunately I know not family 
is capable or able to teach, 
kitchen skills.”

The program teaches ba-
sic kitchen skills, such as how 
to properly handle a knife, 

Please see SNACKS, page 5

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
Teen Program Coordinator Bethany Roberts and program attendee Hannah prepare the 
arrangements.

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE  – U.S. Rep. 
Richard Neal has secured 
the Democratic nomination 
in Massachusetts’ 1st Con-
gressional District, defeating 
first-time candidate and local 
teacher Jeromie Whalen in 
Tuesday’s primary. 

Whalen will now return 
to the classroom, while Neal 
turns his attention to Novem-
ber, when he will seek reelec-
tion for what would be his 
20th term in Congress. 

As of Wednesday morn-
ing, various reports stated 
Neal had garnered 46,125 

votes, or 53.7%, compared 
with Whalen’s 39,714 votes, 
or 46.3% — a difference of 
6,411 votes. 

Following the victory, 
Neal is now expected to face 
independent candidates Na-
dia Milleron and Anthony 
Celata in the general elec-
tion on Nov. 3. If reelected, 
he could become chair of the 
powerful House Ways and 
Means Committee should 
Democrats regain control of 
the House in November, a 
position that would give him 
significant influence over tax 
policy, tariffs, and the future 
of Social Security.

He acknowledged the 

possibility while address-
ing supporters late Tuesday 
night, after achieving victory.

“Let’s take it to Novem-
ber and reclaim the House 
of Representatives,” Neal 
said. “I want to first thank the 
voters of the 1st Congressio-
nal District for the faith they 
have demonstrated in me all 
of these years, because I’ve 
spent my lifetime working 
on these issues. And I want 
to say this firmly: there is not 
a family in Western or Cen-
tral Massachusetts that has 
not benefited from my work 
or has not been impacted by 

Neal wins by small 
margin over Whalen

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – The Granby 
Free Public Library hosted 
a free seminar about less-
er-known authors and jour-
nalists instrumental to the 
American Revolution.  Titled 
“Revolution in Their Words,” 
the discussion was led by vol-
unteer lecturer and Daughter 
of the American Revolution 
representative Dr. Denise 
Gosselin.

The Daughters of the 
American Revolution are a 
nonprofit and nonpolitical 
organization dedicated to 

preserving American histo-
ry, providing free education 
to the public about the coun-
try’s roots.  Founded in 1890, 
the organization, among oth-
er things, maintains historic 
properties, sponsors marker 
restorations and preserves his-
torical documents.

“A lot of different histo-
ries of the Revolutionary War 
focus on battles, generals and 
troops as well as the Founding 
Fathers,” Gosselin said as she 
began the night’s presentation.  
“This presentation explores 
the war from the perspective 

DAR offers historical presentation

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
Dr. Denise Gosselin was the 
night’s lecturer. Please see DAR, page 7

Turley Photos by Brendan Rooney 
 US Congressman Richard Neal at the podium next to Challenger Jeromie Whalen before the 
debate kicked off.

Please see NEAL, page 3

Teens create tasty snacks at

‘Snackternoon’‘Snackternoon’
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Wednesday Night
5-6:30 p.m. ~ weather permitting

Smoked BBQ Dinner
6:30pm

Bar Bingo
$1 per ticket ~ Winner takes all

7 Days A Week  

Queen of Hearts 
Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

We at the American Legion 325 
want to wish everyone 

a safe and happy summer 
and we hope to see you all soon!

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC!
Floyd Patterson

Friday, September 18th ~ 6-9 pm
All are welcome!

NEED HAY?
CUT OUR FIELDS.
KEEP THE HAY!
AVAILABLE NOW - ACT SOON

Our regular farmers cannot get to the fields. 
Cut and bale them as soon as possible - 

and keep the hay!

YOU DO THE WORK, YOU KEEP THE HAY.

CALL NESFI: 413-323-4531
info@smallfarm.org • smallfarm.org

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Sat., 
Sept. 5
Jack & 

His Guitar
6-9pm

Sat., 
Sept. 12

Dee
Reilly

6-9pm

Tues., 
Sept. 8
Musical 
Bingo

6:30-8:30pm

17th of Every Month - Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinners

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB. BAG ....

$1299
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

SALMON FILLETS 
PORTION 2 LB BAG ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN HEAT & EAT

LATTICE TOP APPLE PIE 5 LB ea
$699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
ea

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 COUNT 1 LB BAG ..............

SALE DATES: 9/3/26-9/9/26 • CLOSED: 9/7/26

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$175
lb

USDA INSP. KAYEM OLD TYME
NATURAL CASING 
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX ............

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ................................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS .........

$227
lb

ea

lb
$229

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ................

$267
lb

$999

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS
SMOKED POLSKA 
KIELBASA 13 OZ or 14 OZ .......

$222
lb

$379

$369
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE 
or T-BONE STEAKS

$1099
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$749

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TOP SIRLOIN BEEF
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

$1099
lb

USDA INSP. 
STORE MADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ
$1750

ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........$188

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

RAW BREAKFAST
PATTIES 1 LB PAK ...................... lb

$199

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS .

ea

COMMUNITY CONVER-
SATIONS

Tuesday, Sept. 22 from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

& Thursday, Oct. 1 from 
11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Help the town enhance 
services for seniors in South 
Hadley. Town officials will 
host community conversa-
tions to discuss needs, current 
service levels and to prioritize 
what more can be done. This 
event will take place at the 
COA. All are welcome.

Friends’ Annual Senior Ice 
Cream Sundae Social
Wednesday, Sept. 2 from 

3 to 5 p.m.
All seniors are welcome 

and invited to join us at our 
annual ice cream sundae so-
cial. This year’s social will be 
held at Buttery Brook Park. 
The Skidmarks will perform 
all your favorite music from 
the 1950s & 60s on the But-
tery Brook Park bandstage. 
Register at the Council on 
Aging. Cost is free for all 
members of the Friends of the 
South Hadley Seniors and $5 
for non-members (payable at 
the event). Raindate is Sep-
tember 3rd.

Remembering 9/11
A community viewing 

event with FDNY First Re-
sponder Joseph T. Bonanno

In observance of the 25th 
Anniversary of 9/11, the 

South Hadley 
Wednesday, Sept. 2 at the 

Public Library, South Hadley 
Council on Aging and South 
Hadley High School will host 
live community viewings of a 
special Zoom presentation.

Sponsored by the 9/11 
Tunnel to Towers Foundation, 
FDNY First Responder 

Mr. Joseph T. Bonanno 
will share his personal expe-
riences and reflections on the 
rescue and recovery efforts at 
Ground Zero following the 
September 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks. Attendees are en-
couraged to submit questions 
for Mr. Bonanno in advance 
through the South Hadley 
Public Library website at 
www.shadleylib.org. The 
viewing at the Senior Cen-
ter is open to our members, 
while the showings at the 
library and high school are 
open to the public. Registra-
tion is required.

A Matter of Balance: Man-
aging Concerns About Falls

Thursdays, Sept. 3 through 
Oct. 22 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Join us here for an engag-
ing free course designed to 
help you reduce the fear of 
falling and stay active. This 
series offers practical strat-
egies to improve safety, ex-
plores medical, behavioral, 
and environmental risk fac-
tors for falls, and highlights 
the importance of creating a 
personalized exercise plan to 

support long-term wellness.
Registration is required, 

accesscarepartners.org/work-
shop-registration or call Andi 
Waisman, Healthy Living 
Coordinator at 413-538-9020 
ext. 650.

Woodstock Bash 
Wednesday, Sept. 16th, 11 

a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Come dressed in your 

bell-bottom pants, long hair 
and vests….we’re bringing 
back 1969 with a delicious 
luncheon prepared by Chef 
Harold Dixson and music 
by The Willies. Drawing 
prize sponsored by the South 
Hadley Senior Travel Club. 
Registration is Required 
and cost is $10 per person. 
Please pre-pay. Doors open 
at 11 a.m. lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m., band plays from 
12 to 1 p.m.

 
Beatles Sing-a-long 

Thursday, Sept. 17, 1 
p.m. to 2:20 p.m.

Brighten your day with a 
group sing! We’ll provide the 
lyrics and guitar accompani-
ment. Bring only your voice 
and a sense of fun. We take 
requests from The Fab Four 
catalog. 

Registration is Required.

Are You Curious About 
Reflexology? 

Friday, Sept. 18, 10 a.m. 
Join me, Leslie Kelly, for 

a friendly,informative ses-

sion where we’ll explore the 
basics of reflexology, how it 
works, and the potential ben-
efits for stress relief, circula-
tion, and balance in the body. 
With 30+ years of experi-
ence as a nurse practitioner, 
I have helped thousands of 
people find lasting relief 
from chronic pain, stress, and 
sleeplessness. Whether you 
are new to holistic wellness 
or simply curious to learn 
more, this session gives you 
a chance to ask questions, see 
how reflexology is practiced, 
and discover if it is right for 
you. Come connect, learn, 
and take a step toward great-
er well-being. I would love to 
see you there! 

Registration is Required.

Oktoberfest
Sept. 24 from 4 to 6:30 

p.m.
Join your friends for a 

German dinner catered by the 
Munich Haus, featuring all 
your Oktoberfest favorites. 

Then sit back and relax or 
get up and dance to the lively 
sounds of the HAPPY FIVE 
OOMPAH BAND bringing 
authentic German music and 
festive cheer. Don’t miss this 
fun evening of food, music, 
and community spirit- leder-
hosen optional- good times 
guaranteed! 

Dessert will be German 
Chocolate cake. Dinner is 
$15 per person. Registration 
is required. Please pre-pay.

South Hadley Council on Aging
Friends of the South Hadley Seniors

SOUTH HADLEY—In 
2016, after Liz Austin, Lu-
cia Foley, Abby Jaffe, and 
Marion Pascone connected at 
an art class in Easthampton, 
they decided to get together 
in their home town of South 
Hadley to paint. They had no 
idea that they’d still be meet-
ing once a week ten years 
later. 

The four South Hadley 
artists work in different me-
dia and styles, but they all 
agree that the time they’ve set 
aside to be creative together 
is now an important part of 
their lives. Dubbed the “Art 

Squad” by Abby’s husband, 
Ken, soon after they began 
working together, they’ve 
adopted the name and enjoy 
being part of “a small group 
engaged in a common effort.”  

Their show, Art Squad 4 
x 10: Four Artists, Ten Years 
celebrates a decade of finding 
joy, inspiration, and lasting 
friendship through making 
art. Works in oil, watercolor, 
acrylic, and mixed media will 
be on display in the Commu-
nity Room at the South Had-
ley Public Library, 2 Canal 
Street, from Thursday, Sept. 
3 to Thursday, Oct. 29, 2026. 

Art Squad Show at 
South Hadley Library

SOUTH HADLEY – 
The South Hadley Public 
Library, Gaylord Memorial 
Library, and Boston Public 
Library have partnered to 
preserve and digitize over 
one hundred records from 
South Hadley’s early years. 
“Early South Hadley” is a 
collection of original doc-
uments from 1743 to 1842, 
roughly spanning the Town 
of South Hadley’s first cen-
tury. It includes legal doc-
uments such as land deeds 
and indenture contracts, 
payment receipts, and re-
cords of business transac-

tions from farms and trades-
men. 

The collection also con-
tains records that show the 
community’s early contri-
butions to the revolutionary 
effort. Several documents 
chronicle the muster records 
of South Hadley’s Minute-
man regiments of 1755. A 
1759 tax bill from the colo-
nial governor to South Had-
ley, “in the thirty-third year 
of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the Second of 
Great Britain”, is a local ex-
ample of taxation without 
representation. Other docu-

ments give a glimpse into ev-
eryday life in the later 1700s 
and early 1800s.

Early South Hadley is 
the fourth digital collection 
curated by the South Hadley 
Public Library as part of the 
Digital Commonwealth ini-
tiative. The other collections 
include the Scott Family 
photographs, South Hadley 
postcards, and the Canal Park 
Committee archives. These 
collections can be found on-
line at www.digitalcommon-
wealth.org and then choose 
South Hadley Public Library 
under Institutions.

South Hadley Public Library to preserve records

GRANBY – Book  lov-
ers. Bargain Hunters.  The 
Friends of the Granby Free 
Public Library will host 
their annual Month-Long 
Fall  Book  Sale  during the 
month of September in the 
Community Room of the 
Library. You will be able 
to choose from a large as-
sortment of used and like-
new  hardcover, paper-
back  books, teen  books  and 
children’s books, along with 
a selection of CDs, DVDs, 
video games and audiobooks.  
The sale will run during reg-

ular library hours from Sept. 
1 to 30. 

Starting Aug. 1, the Li-
brary will be accepting do-
nations of hardcover and 
paperback  books, DVDs, 
music CDs, playable video 
games, and audiobooks in 
good condition acceptable 
for resale.   The library does 
not accept donations of: Text-
books, encyclopedias, dic-
tionaries, thesauri, Reader’s 
Digest books, or books with 
smoke, mold, mildew, or wa-
ter damage.  Donations are 
accepted at the library during 
open hours. Please do not 
leave donated  books  outside 
the library or in our book re-
turn. Donations accepted un-
til Aug. 27.  Thank you for 
your support! The library is 
located at 297 E State St in 
Granby MA 01033.

Granby library set 
for fall book sale

Annual tag sale 
Sept. 12 & 13

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

SOUTH HADLEY 
– First Congregational 
Church of South Hadley 
will hold their 30th Annu-
al Fall Tag Sale on Sept. 
12, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Sept. 13, from 12 to 4 
p.m. 

Our Fellowship Hall 
is packed with a wide va-
riety of items; books, to 
cds, linens, baskets, toys, 
puzzles, household items, 
backpacks, trunks, office 

and craft supplies, to name 
a few. 

We will repeat our 
closet of clothing, the 
treasures room with small 
furniture, vintage and col-
lectibles, and collectible 
jewelry and accessories. 

Find something yum-
my at our Bakery Cabinet. 
Be the first to see the sale, 
if you want to have early 
access at 8 a.m., we will 
collect $5.
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Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call today for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

my work in Congress,” he 
added. “Billions of dollars 
have come back to Western 
and Central Massachusetts; 
they have benefited local 
government, small business-
es, non-profits, and we have 
been your champion, and 
will continue to do so.” 

The victory came just one 
week after Neal and Whalen 
faced off in their only debate 
of the campaign, a 30-minute 
exchange in which the long-
time incumbent defended his 
record while Whalen pressed 
for a new direction for the 
district.

Whalen, a Belchertown 
native and progressive who 
now lives in South Hadley, 
said watching Trump win 
two presidential elections 
while he was teaching at 
Northampton High School 
helped motivate his decision 
to run for Congress.  

He was Neal’s first offi-
cial primary challenger since 
2020, when he faced former 
Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse 
and won. 

Once the Sept. 1 results 
came in and Whalen conced-
ed the race, he reflected on 
the primary and his campaign 

in a statement posted to so-
cial media.

“Congratulations to Con-
gressman Neal, who I spoke 
with to concede the race,” 
Whalen wrote. “I was told 
that I needed to write three 
speeches for tonight: one in 
the event that I won, one in 
the event that I lost, and one 
in the event that the outcome 
was not decided by the time I 
gave this speech. I only wrote 
one, because there was only 
one to write.”

Whalen reflected on the 
past year and acknowledged 
the historical and societal 
impact of the legacy he had 
established. 

“That’s why I am so eter-
nally grateful for the team 
before me here tonight, peo-
ple who have come from 
so many walks of life, now 
walking down this path of 
righteousness together. And 
now when I’m back in class, 
I will look back at this night, 
and at this inflection point in 
American history, and know 
that we etched our names 
into it with courage, convic-
tion, and compassion,” Wha-
len added. “Because we’ve 
won regardless. No one can 
ever take this from us. The 
relationships we’ve made, 

NEAL from page 1

the community we’ve built, 
the good we’ve brought into 
the world, these are ours to 
keep and ours to give. So 
keep giving it.”

During the debate, Neal 
said he has been steadfast 
in his commitment to those 
in his district, reiterating his 
commitment to the district 
by citing the return of $1.5 
billion in federal funding 
through the American Res-
cue Plan Act, the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act, 
and the Inflation Reduction 
Act, all of which were en-
acted under his leadership as 
chair of the Ways and Means 
Committee. 

“Billions of dollars have 
come back to the people of 
western and central Massa-
chusetts,” Neal said. “There 
has not been a life in central 
and western Massachusetts 
that has not had a positive 
impact because of the efforts 
that I’ve made. I’ve been 
here.”

The congressman also 
said he supports “Medicare 
for everybody,” while clarify-
ing that participation should 
be available to those who 
choose it. 

“I’ve had a long histo-
ry of supporting, expanding 
healthcare for all members 
of the American family, in-

cluding being a champion of 
Medicaid,” Neal said. 

Before adding that to get 
Medicare across the finish 
line, the U.S. will have to 
offer a series of choices, in-
cluding allowing teachers, 
labor unions, and others to 
keep it while simultaneously 
expanding Medicaid across 
the country. 

After the debate, Neal 
outlined what a next term 
could entail, citing local and 
national topics. 

“First I want to get the 
Sheriff’s Office back to 
Union Station in Spring-
field, and I thought that was 
very important, and I would 
be very helpful in doing so,” 
Neal said. “Remember that 
the Republicans put some 
constraints in terms of ear-
marking things, and I would 
return those if we win the 
majority in the House, be-
cause again I thought it really 
worked, and I thought they 
did a good job there.” 

Neal said he will contin-
ue working to lower costs for 
families, identifying an end 
to the war in Iran as a key 
step toward reducing prices. 

“Ending the war in Iran is 
the most important thing we 
can do to bring down prices,” 
Neal said. 

US Congressman Richard Neal stands with his supporters. 	 Turley Photos by Brendan Rooney 

US Congressman Richard Neal talks to his long-time 
supporters.

Whalen supporters holding a giant “Whalen for Congress 
sign.

Challenger Jeromie Whalen has arrived to meet his 
supporters.
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I’m concerned about 

Social Security running 
out of funding, since I rely 
on it for my income and 
I’m at an age where my 
having to go back to work 
is not an option I can con-
sider. 

The job market for 
people my age is slim. 
I’ve been reading reports 
and it doesn’t sound reas-
suring. Your thoughts? 

Signed: 
Concerned Senior 

Dear Concerned Senior: 
Thanks for sharing 

your concerns. This top-
ic is a fairly complicated 
one, but I’ll do my best to 
explain it.

Social Security in-
come from payroll taxes, 
interest on reserves, and 
income tax on SS benefits 
has been insufficient to 
pay 100% of SS benefit 
obligations since about 
2020. 

Since that time, SS 
has been drawing money 
from the Social Security 
Trust Fund reserves to 
pay full monthly benefits 
to everyone. 

In 2020, there was 
nearly $3 trillion in SS re-
serves held in the SS Trust 
Funds, but as of the end of 
2025, those reserves have 
dwindled to about $2.56 
trillion because they are 
being used to pay full SS 
benefits to all. 

Without program re-
form, the SS trust funds 
will be fully depleted in 
2032, which would result 
in an across-the-board cut 
of about 22% to every-
one’s monthly SS pay-
ment. And that would be 
devasting to millions of 
Americans!

However, Congress 
is acutely aware of this 
issue; they have been for 
years but have largely 
ignored previous warn-
ings. Now, however, those 
predicted benefit cuts are 
dangerously close to be-
coming a reality. 

As a result, we are 
beginning to see serious, 
even bipartisan, discus-
sions in Congress about 

reforming Social Security 
to restore it to solvency to 
avoid future benefit cuts. 

For our part, AMAC 
and the AMAC Founda-
tion have been working 
on a proposal to restore 
SS to full solvency for 
generations and we have 
offered our proposal to 
various Congressional 
Representatives and to the 
SSA Commissioner and 
his executive staff. 

The proposal has been 
well received, and we are 
very optimistic that Con-
gress will finally take real 
action to restore SS to sol-
vency to avoid any benefit 
cuts. Frankly, doing oth-
erwise would amount to 
political suicide!

AMAC is closely 
monitoring this situation 
and are very proactive in 
Washington, D.C. to en-
sure that benefits are not 
cut in 2032 and thye will 
continue their vigorous 
efforts and their vigilance 
to avoid Social Security 
insolvency. 

They are confident 
that Congress will act in 
time to avoid any reduc-
tion in SS benefits, and 
they can stay informed of 
their efforts by watching 
the AMAC Social Secu-
rity information website  
at www.socialsecurityre-
port.org.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Late summer is a great 
time to take cuttings of 
summer plants such as 

geranium, fuchsia, and cole-
us.  

Oftentimes planters con-
taining these beauties are too 
big to overwinter. Like-
wise, these plants may 
be growing in your 
yard and maybe you 
are fearful of trying 
to dig them up and 
move them inside 
before frost hits. 

It’s also fun to 
root herb plants like 
rosemary or mint, so that 
you can enjoy them as sea-
soning in your favorite dishes 
over the winter months.

Getting a piece of stem to 
form roots is relatively easy. 
Here are a few tips that will 
guarantee your success.  

First, make sure that the 
plant you are taking the cut-
tings from, called the “stock 
plant,” is insect and dis-
ease-free and well hydrated. 
Plan to take cuttings in the 
morning before the heat of the 
day has a chance to cause any 
wilting.  

A clean, sharp pair of 
scissors or hand pruners is 
the best tool for the job. Cut-
tings can be taken at any time 
during the growing season.  

Spring is also a great time 
to take cuttings of plants that 
you’ve overwintered provided 
they are growing well. 

Begin by examining your 
stock plant. Those stems with 
the closest placed nodes are 
the best choice for cutting 
material.  

Nodes are the point on the 
stem from which the leaves 
grow. There is a strong accu-
mulation of hormones is in 
this area; for that reason stem 
cuttings are taken just after a 
node.  

Terminal cuttings, (those 
from the growth tip) three-

four inches long are desirable. 
It is tempting to take longer 
pieces, figuring that the end 
result will be a larger plant.  

These are likely to wilt 
b e f o r e they root or take 

a very 

long time to root because the 
stems are woodier the further 
down you go.  

Play it safe with stout cut-
tings.

There are all kinds of 
potting mediums in which to 
place the cutting while it is 
grows roots. Ideally it should 
be able to hold enough mois-
ture to keep the cutting turgid 
yet not hold so much that it 
rots the stem.  

Sand, perlite, and soilless 
potting mixes have all been 
used with success. Water is 
not recommended as “wa-
tery roots” will have a harder 
time adapting to potting soil 
later on.  I have had good 
luck rooting cuttings in peat-
based potting mixes that are 
formulated for seed starting.  
Moisten the material well and 
fill your clean container of 
choice up to the top and tamp 
it down.  

Cut only a few cuttings at 
a time so that wilting doesn’t 
occur while you prepare the 
stems for insertion into the 
growing medium. Strip off 
the bottom one-third of leaves 
from the cutting.  

If you wish to shorten the 
amount of time it takes for 
rooting to occur a commer-
cial rooting hormone can be 
used. These come in powder 

or liquid forms. Follow the di-
rections on the container.  

I have found that “less is 
more” when using these prod-
ucts. When you are ready to 
“stick” the cutting make an 
indentation into the growing 
medium with a pencil or dib-
ble first- do not push in with 

the stem!  
After the cutting is 

inserted firm around it 
well so that it stays in 
place. Put the contain-

er, cuttings and all in a 
clear plastic bag and place in 
a shady location. 

The humidity within the 
bag ought to prevent the 
stems from wilting.  

Water well, only about 
once weekly. After a month 
or so roots will begin to form 
on the scented geraniums; 
rosemary may take six weeks 
or more. 

Transplanting into indi-
vidual pots can be done once 
the roots equal or surpass the 
size of the cutting. I like to 
start out with a small pot and 
transplant up a size or two at a 
time as the plant grows. 

The Ware Grange will 
be hosting workshop on 
this timely topic on Friday, 
Sept. 11 at 7 p.m. at the hall 
on Route 9 in Ware. Bring a 
potted plant to share cutting 
material or use a selection of 
plants that I will bring to try 
your luck at this skill.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 31 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

Rooting cuttings is a great way
to overwinter your favorite plants

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Doug Moore of Belcher-
town took this pho-
to of an osprey 
protecting its 
young from 
a red winged 
blackbird at 
Lake Wallace 
on July 17.

The osprey, 
also known as the 
fish hawk has the 
ability to dive into water to 
catch fish. It also has the abil-
ity to hover. 

Ospreys are unusual 
among hawks in possessing 
a reversible outer toe that al-
lows them to grasp with two 
toes in front and two behind. 
Barbed pads on the soles of 
the birds’ feet help them grip 
slippery fish. When flying 
with prey, an osprey lines up 
its catch head first for less 
wind resistance.

These hawks are excellent 
anglers. Over several stud-
ies, ospreys caught fish on at 
least one in every four dives 
with success rates sometimes 
as high as 70%. The aver-
age time they spent hunting 
before making a catch was 
about 12 minutes.

The osprey readily 

builds its stick nest on man-
made structures such as tele-
phone poles, channel mark-
ers, duck blinds and nest 
platforms designed especially 
for it. Such platforms have 
become an important tool 
in reestablishing ospreys in 
areas where they had disap-
peared. In some areas nests 
are placed almost exclusively 
on artificial structures.

Osprey eggs do not hatch 
all at once. Rather, the first 
chick emerges up to five days 
before the last one. The old-
er hatchling dominates its 
younger siblings and can mo-
nopolize the food brought by 
the parents. 

If food is abundant, chicks 
share meals in relative har-
mony; in times of scarcity, 

younger ones may 
starve to death.

These birds may 
log more than 160,000 
migration miles 
during its 15 to 20-
year lifetime. Scien-
tists track ospreys by 
strapping lightweight 
satellite transmitters 

to the birds’ backs. 
The devices pin-

point an osprey’s loca-
tion to within a few hundred 
yards and last for two or 
three years. During 13 days 
in 2008, one osprey flew 
2,700 miles from Martha’s 
Vineyard, Massachusetts to 
French Guiana, South Amer-
ica.

The oldest known osprey 
was at least 25 years, two 
months old and lived in Vir-
ginia. It was banded in 1973 
and found in 1998.

Glossy ibis
On July 13 Doug Moore 

saw a glossy ibis at Lake 
Wallace. They expanded their 
range over the past century 
from the southeastern Unit-
ed States to include much of 
eastern North America. 

At a distance the glossy 
ibis looks uniformly dark, but 

a closer look in sunlight re-
veals deep maroon, emerald, 
bronze and violet feathers.

Large flock of grackles
I saw a large flock of 

grackles in late August. I did 
not count them, but there were 
at least  50, probably more. 

They flew from one side of 
the road to the other. I stopped 
the car and waited for them to 
safely pass. There were strag-
glers and some flew behind 
the car as well as in front of 

it. Seeing them reminded 
me that the fall migrations 
are happening or at least the 
birds are gathering in flocks 
to make their journeys south. 

Some species of birds 
travel long distances to their 
winter habitat. Ospreys are 
just one of many that travel 
thousands of miles.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.
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Osprey at nest 	 Photo by Doug Moore
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks

Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Our Own: Beans, Carrots, Corn, Radishes, Peaches, 
Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Leaf Lettuce, 

Pickles, Beets, Scallions, Cucumbers,
        Honey Nut, Delicata, Acorn, Butternut Squash,

       Gourds and Fall Decorations
Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm • Sun. 8am-6pm

MUMS 
ARE HERE!

Veterans Day Salute
Town Reminder ~ November 5, 2026

Town Reminder will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown
by email to jamie@turley.com or drop off a photo to

Town Reminder, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 27, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. 
No photos will be accepted after deadline.

how to cut an avocado, how 
to use a microwave and other 
essential skills when learning 
how to cook.  Roberts stated 
these essential skills were im-
portant to teach in the com-
munity “because everybody 
has to feed themselves.”

“We learn a snack that 
should be easily accessible, 
physically accessible for all 
families,” Roberts said. The 
program coordinator men-
tioned she also enjoyed add-
ing uncommon ingredients 
to the recipe rotation, such 
as cashew butter, to offer an 
opportunity for the teens to 
try new flavors.  The goal, 
however, is to always provide 
a way to make affordable 
snacks any family can add to 
their recipe books.

“I consider the accessibil-
ity of each recipe I make, as 
well as the ingredients used,” 
Roberts said.  “I don’t want 
something that requires a spe-
cific kitchen appliance that is 
not necessarily available to 
every family or home.  I want 
something that I feel most 
families are going to have 
and I want it to be ingredients 
affordable for pretty much 
everybody.”

Recipes center around 
common household items, 
such as microwaves, toaster 
ovens, hand mixers or just 
simple cutting.  Roberts men-
tioned she’s used a crock-pot 
“once or twice” through her 
interactive presentations and 
has reviewed safety measures 
around the device, but focus-
es more on common cooking 
appliances.

“I have a master spread-
sheet that I go through since 
September 2023 and I try not 
to repeat any snacks,” Rob-
erts said when asked how she 
determines what goes on the 
plate.  The dish created on 
Aug. 24 were blueberry or 
strawberry cheesecake bites, 
depending on the student’s 
preference. With cream 
cheese spread on graham 
crackers topped with the fruit 

of their choice, teenagers en-
joyed a quick and simple treat 
they could enjoy in time for 
school season.

“I figured, since it was the 
first day of school, I needed 
something that was fairly 
easy,” Roberts said. “Just be-
cause the kids might be a lit-
tle wiped today.”

Snackternoons take place 
at the South Hadley Public 
Library every fourth Thurs-
day of the month, except 
September.  Roberts stated 
September tends to be “quiet-
er” due the first full month of 
school, which made students 
less available for after-school 

activities.
Snackternoon themes 

center around the seasons, 
with less focus on any partic-
ular holidays.  Roberts stated 
it was because she wanted to 
make the activity accessible 
and inclusive to all members 
involved in the program.  No-
table previous creations were 
apple nachos, a ranch snack 
mix, guacamole, smooth-
ies and hot chocolate bars, 
among many others.

“This program gets a real-
ly good turnout every month,” 
Roberts said.  “I’ve had teens 
discover new foods that they 
like.”

SNACKS from page 1

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
 A tray of tasty ingredients for the day’s activity.

Students fresh from school prepare an after-school treat.

The prepared ingredients are ready for assembly.

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Applications are now being 
accepted for projects that 
rehabilitate or redevelop 
blighted, abandoned, vacant 
or underutilized properties 
in the Falls. Priority projects 
include multifamily build-
ings, commercial buildings, 
and mixed-use buildings. 

Program guidelines:  https://
southhadley.org/Document-
Center/View/15218/Falls-Re-
development-Fund---Guide-
lines--Application

Applications are being 
accepted on a rolling basis 
and funding will be provided 
on a first-come-first served 
basis for eligible projects. 

Total funding available is 
$50,000. Additional technical 
assistance will be provided to 
align eligible projects with 
additional funding to achieve 
program objectives.

For more information 
contact: acapra@southhad-
leyma.gov

Redevelopment funding grant 
applications available

KINGSTON, R.I. — The 
University of Rhode Island 
celebrated more 4,000 of 
its newest alumni during 
the University’s 2026 Com-
mencement. Approximately 
3,800 undergraduate degrees 
and 900 graduate degrees 

were conveyed to students 
during the ceremonies which 
took place May 15-17, 2026.

Among the graduates 
were:

Samuel Desautels of 
South Hadley graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts, Criminol-

ogy & Criminal Justice and 
a Bachelor of Arts, Political 
Science

Gabriel Arabik of Granby 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science in Computer Engi-
neering

URI celebrates more than 4,000 new 
graduates during 2026 Commencement

Book Sale 
September 1st – 30th 
Stop into the Library 

during regular open hours to 
browse our expansive book 
sale all month long. 

Foraging Walk 
Saturday, Sept. 12 at 11 

a.m.
Gain greater food security 

by learning wild and feral ed-
ible and medicinal plants and 
fungi. Using the Library’s 
grounds learn how to identify 
and prepare fall foods using 
common wild edibles that 
you can find near where you 
live. Join naturalist and wild 
edibles enthusiast Arianna 
Alexsandra Collins of Offer-
ings for Community Build-
ing on our foraging walk. 
Pre-register.

Sci-Fi and Fantasy Book 

Club 
Thursday, Sept. 3 at 5 p.m.

 Join our discussions on 
the first Thursday of every 
month! Project Hail Mary by 
Andy Weir for September. 
Copies are available now.

Adult Book Group 
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 6 

p.m.
 The book group will be 

discussing The Correspon-
dent by Virginia Evans. Grab 
a copy and join us! 

Tabletop Games Club 
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 5 

p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 19 
at 10:30 a.m.

The Granby Library Ta-
bletop Games Club invites 
players of all ages 8 and up 
to gather and enjoy a vari-
ety of board, card, dice, tile, 

and other in-person tabletop 
games in a welcoming, social 
environment. 

Knitting Group  
Every Wednesday after-

noon at 2 p.m. 
Bring your latest project 

and join us for conversation, 
tips and tricks. 

Friends of the Granby 
Library Meeting 

Thursday, Sept. 17 at 4:30 
p.m.

Did you know that the 
Friends sponsor our events? 
Join us for a meeting and see 
what’s new. 

Celebrate Constitution 
Week!   

Sept. 15 to 19
 Stop in to browse our 

Constitution Week displays 
for adults and kids.  

Granby Free Public Library
September Happenings

HOLYOKE – NAMI 
Western Massachusetts is 
pleased to offer their NAMI 
Family-to-Family Education 
Program in person, starting 
Tuesday, Sept. 15, from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. in Greenfield.

What is the NAMI 
Family-to-Family Education 
Program?

NAMI Family-to-Fam-
ily is a free, 8-session edu-
cational program for family, 
significant others, and friends 
of people with mental health 
conditions. It is a designated 
evidenced-based program. 
This means that research 
shows that the program sig-
nificantly improves the cop-

ing and problem-solving abil-
ities of the people closest to 
a person with a mental health 
condition.

NAMI Family-to-Fami-
ly is taught by NAMI-trained 
family members who have 
been there and includes pre-
sentations, discussions, and 
interactive exercises.

NAMI offering education program
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SPORTS
Girls soccer back on the turf

Taylor Bullough follows through on a pass.Jenna Sabourin winds up for a free kick.

Lilah Pueschel chases down a loose ball.

Turley photos by 
David Henry www.
sweetdogphotos.com

Regan Masse 
focuses on 
maintaining 
possession.

Hannah 
Haeseart 
sends a 
pass away.

Adalyn Weaver dribbles across the field.

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
South Hadley High School 
girls soccer team hosted mul-
tiple scrimmages among five 
teams last Saturday afternoon. 
The Tigers worked to prepare 
for the regular season, host-
ing Agawam, Monson, Min-
nechaug, and Douglas. The Ti-
gers are getting ready to open 
the regular season on Tuesday, 
Sept. 8 against Ludlow High 
School at 4 p.m. They hosted 
Wahconah in another scrim-
mage earlier this week.

Submitted photo
Western Massachusetts Baseball Umpires Association 
Board Member Chris Anderson awards a $500 
scholarship earlier this summer Sean Krol. The umpires’ 
association funds the scholarship through dues paid by 
its members. Anderson hopes in the future to fund more 
scholarships either through fundraising or donations, 
saying its important to give back to the sport they love, 
and promote education for high school seniors who play. 
Applications for next year’s scholarship will open up 
early in 2027.

Umpires Association 
awards scholarship

GRANBY – Last week, Granby High 
School girls volleyball got their pre-

season underway with tryouts fol-
lowed by intense practices getting 
ready to open the regular season. 
The Rams did have a scrimmage 

with neighbor Belchertown, and 

Girls volleyball ‘set up’ to compete in 2026

Practices got 
underway last 
week.

The Rams work on their sets near the net.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
The Rams work on their bumps.

Please see VOLLEYBALL, page 7
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

have a while before they 
open up the regular season. 
Granby’s opener is on the 
road and will be a lengthy 
trip as they head to Mon-

ument Mountain of Great 
Barrington on Wednesday, 
Sept. 9 at 5:30 p.m. Their 
home opener is on Friday, 
Sept. 11 against Duggan at 
5:15 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL from page 6

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Granby girls volleyball opens the season on Sept. 9.

WESTFIELD – 2025 
MASCAC Volleyball regu-
lar season and tournament 
champion Bridgewater State 
are the preseason favorites to 
win the 2026 crown as voted 
on by the coaches around the 
league.

The Bears received sev-
en first place vote to land in 
the top spot. Back-to-back 
tournament MVP Lily Welch 
returns after she helped the 
Bears to their first MASCAC 
Regular Season title since 
2008. Last season, she led 
the team in kills with 234, 
hitting percentage (.313) and 
digs (262). Welch was also 
second with 46 total blocks 
and fourth with 31 services 
aces.

Westfield State is up 
next in second. The Owls 
were 7-1 in league play and 
bring back All-Conference 
honoree Lauren Carnes who 
earned first team honors as 
an outside hitter, racking up 
185 kills while playing in 
just 17 matches after miss-
ing nine games during the 
middle of the season. Carnes 
per set numbers reflect her 
impact on a match-by-match 
basis with her 2.89 kills per 
set ranking third in the MAS-
CAC. The Owls lost three of 
their top four hitters to grad-
uation, but return a steady 
back line with Erica Majka 
(Agawam, Mass.)  (266 digs) 
and Zurielys Rivera (264 
digs) tops among the Owls’ 
defensive specialists a year 
ago.

Westfield will tip off the 
2026 season with a non-con-
ference match at the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy on 
Sept. 1 at 6:00 p.m.

Sitting in third place is 
Framingham State with the 
final first place vote. Look-
ing for her third straight 
MASCAC Offensive Play-
er of the Year award is Na-
talie Reynolds. In 2025, she 
led the conference with 438 
kills, 3.71 per set and 1,085 
total attacks. She was second 
in hitting percentage at .279, 
fourth in solo blocks with 16 

and fifth with 51 total blocks 
while adding 85 digs and 34 
service aces.   The Rams up-
set the Owls, 3-2 to eliminate 
Westfield from the confer-
ence tournament in 2025. 

MCLA comes in fourth 
in this year’s poll. The Trail-
blazers were 5-3 with the 
help of reigning MASCAC 
Rookie of the Year Kaelynn 
Greeley who closed out her 
first year with the Trailblaz-
ers fourth in the conference 
with 221 kills, seventh in kills 
per set with 2.63 and 10th in 
hitting percentage with .217. 
She also tallied 36 service 
aces, 167 digs and nine total 
blocks over 25 matches.

Up next in fifth is Worces-
ter State. Last season, the 
Lancers were also 4-4 in 
league play. During the 2025 
season, Katherine Crateau 
finished second in the MAS-
CAC with 477 digs and 654 
receptions with third-most 
digs per set at 4.54. She also 
recorded 95 assists and 36 
service aces to earn MAS-
CAC Defensive Player of the 
Year accolades.

Salem State is in the sixth 
spot. Returning for the Vi-
kings is Celia Carbone who 
dished out a career-high 512 
assists, averaged 6.10 assists 
per set, and set a new ca-
reer-high in digs (222) last 
season.

Rounding out the 2026 
poll is Fitchburg State in 
seventh and Mass. Maritime 
in eighth. For the Falcons, 
Madison Keohane returns 
after averaging 3.38 assists 
per set, 284 total assists, 171 
digs and 25 service aces last 
season. For the Buccaneers, 
Holly Sanders is back after 
grabbing All-Conference 
honors in her first season. 
She led the MASCAC with 
577 digs and 6.63 digs per 
set while tallying 25 kills, 89 
assists, 48 service aces.

The volleyball season 
gets underway the first week 
of September with the MAS-
CAC teams in non-confer-
ence action.

WSU girls volleyball 
ranked second in 
preseason poll

of the people and the words 
of the people that lived during 
that tumultuous time.”

Gosselin focused the dis-
cussion on prolific writers 
and thought leaders of the 
time.  Though some touched 
upon during the lecture may 
not have necessarily taken up, 
they were nonetheless influ-
ential in shaping the country.  
This was due to the very high 
literary rate at the time, which 
Gosselin illustrated as being 
instrumental to championing 
the cause for American inde-
pendence.

“At the time of the rev-
olution, literacy among the 
people in New England ap-
proached 90%,” Gosselin 
said.  “Of course, this varied 
by gender, class, race and lo-
cation, but 90% of any pop-
ulation for the literary rate is 
just phenomenal.”

Gosselin stated there were 
a number of publications 
in circulation, both for and 
against the British crown, de-
signed to persuade a vast un-
certain audience over to their 
side.  She cited famous writers 
for the time, which included 
Thomas Paine of “Common 
Sense” fame and the prolific 
John Hancock, though also 
showcased many other less 
known historical figures who 
were nonetheless important to 
the time.

Once such lesser known 
noteworthy mention was 
Phyllis Wheatley, a literate 
slave from West Africa who 
bought her freedom in 1773.  
Wheatley produced an ex-
tensive body of pro-rebellion 
poems, which put her at risk 
of being arrested and tried 

by British soldiers.  A poem 
written to George Washington 
gained such traction within 
revolutionary circles Wash-
ington himself wrote a thank 
you letter to her, which was 
then published in newspapers 
for all to see.

“She is oftentimes referred 
to as the poet laureate of the 
American Revolution,” Goss-
elin said.

The presentation also fea-
tured Anna Green-Winslow 
who, despite being only 12 
years old at the time, was very 
active in politics.  A member of 
the prominent Winslow family 
in Boston, both her diary en-
tries and letters to her mother 
offered a unique glimpse into 
the political sphere at the time.

Gosselin also highlighted 
ordinary people, who offered 
unique glimpses into contem-
porary New England living.  
She cited Moses Short, whose 
diary not only chronicled farm 
tasks such as pulling flax and 
hauling hay, but illustrated 
how revolutionary soldiers 
came from every walk of life. 

There was no better ex-
ample of this than the 5,000 
black soldiers who fought 
in the American Revolution.  
Gosselin reported most of the 
soldiers were integrated with-
in existing ranks, save for the 
First Rhode Island regiment, 
which was comprised entirely 
of black soldiers.

“This regiment was made 
up entirely of black soldiers, 
179 in total, and they were 
commanded by white sol-
diers,” Gosselin said and 
pointed to Dunmore’s Procla-
mation created in 1775, which 
promised freedom to any of 
Virginia’s 200,000 enslaved 
people willing to take up arms 
for the British.

“According to the Virginia 
Gazette, about 800 men did 
sign up to that call,” Gosselin 
said.  “Many of them wore 
shirts that read ‘Liberty to 
Slaves’ painted on the front.”

The presentation revealed 
how much history is created by 
ordinary people thrust into ex-
traordinary circumstances.  It 

demonstrated how the United 
States’ past is both complicat-
ed and involved people from 
all manners of social stations.  
Those interested in learning 
more about the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and 
the free lectures they provide 
may check out their work at 
https://www.dar.org.

DAR from page 1

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
The Granby Free Public Library hosted a free seminar from the Daughters of the American Revolution.

A blurb on young activist Anna Green Winslow.A snippet from Moses Short’s diary.

A section featured famous writers of the time, including freed 
slave and poet laureate Phillis Wheatley.

A slide describing the First Rhode Island regiment and 
Dunmore’s Proclamation, which promised to free slaves who 
fought for the British.

Showcasing a map at the time.

The presentation was entitled “Revolution In Their Words.”

A drawing of a popular meeting place at the time, the Green 
Tavern.
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ESTATE SALE
84 CHESTER RD., BLANDFORD.

FRIDAY-MONDAY,
 SEPT. 4-7, 9AM-3PM.

Everything must go! Housewares, large & 
small, tools, indoor & outdoor furniture & 
much more. 3 miles from Blandford Fair-
grounds. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
2021 QUALITY 

CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions: 

18’Lx8.5’Hx10.5’W. Previously owned by 
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza. 
For more information call 

413-289-1211.

TAG SALE
SATURDAY, SUNDAY, 

SEPT. 5. & 6, 9am-5pm. 
Household deco, jewelry, pocketbooks, 

Christmas Village,
80 pairs of clip on earrings, clothes. 

157 Washington Street
 “Route 8 Village,” Becket.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. 

Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. 

Call John at (413)206-6509. 
MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst” 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
 & Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING
Part-Time Custodian 

The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for 
the position of custodian. Duties include 
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming, 
and mopping floors, cleaning windows, 
taking out trash and restocking supplies. 
Part-time, non-benefited, $17.50 per hour, 
12 hours per week.
Job applications can be found on the Town 
of Ware website https://www.townof-
ware.com under Human Resources, at 
the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
cation or resume to resumes@townof-
ware.com. AA/EOE

FOR SALE
Duplex for sale at

812/814 East Street Ludlow.  

Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1 
½ baths, private basements, gas heat and 
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with 
nearby schools and close access to the 
highway.
The house needs cosmetic updates.  Prop-
erty is being sold strictly in AS–IS condition.
Priced accordingly $425,000. 

Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Manila hemp plant
  6. Turkish river
 10. Something to read
 14. In a way, initiated
 15. Popular Apple TV series
 17. King Charles is part of it
 19. Earlier
 20. Foot (Latin)
 21. Zodiac sign
 22. A browning of the skin 
 23. Remain as is
 24. Turfs
 26. It’s used to slaughter 

animals
 29. Volcanic crater
 31. The mother of Jesus
 32. One’s life story
 34. One-time Liverpool 

coach Slot
 35. Counterparts
 37. Jacob __, American 

journalist
 38. Digital audiotape

 39. River in South Africa
 40. Kimono sashes
 41. Rooting somewhere
 43. American spy Aldrich
 45. A way to call for
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made of 

buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. Popular type of video 

game (abbr.)
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal from 

a union
 58. Performs spoken improv
 59. Greek war god
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Helps to evade capture

CLUES DOWN
  1. Swedish rock group
  2. “Friday Night Lights” 

director Peter
  3. Currency exchange fee

  4. Feline
  5. Folk singer DiFranco
  6. Ghastly pale from distress
  7. Rapid eye movements
  8. Monetary unit of Macao
  9. Lawmakers
 10. Colorless mineral
 11. At some prior time
 12. American protest singer
 13. Opener
 16. Seldom
 18. Relaxing places
 22. Touchdown
 23. From end to end
 24. Kids love him
 25. Metal-bearing solid
 27. Skin care product 

manufacturer
 28. Thirteen
 29. Angry
 30. Member of a Semitic 

people
 31. One-thousandth of an 

inch

 33. Former CIA
 35. Most lemony
 36. Engage in
 37. Mass of fish eggs
 39. Food supplies
 42. Backbones
 43. American real estate 

investment firm
 44. Megabyte
 46. “Three Coins in the 

Fountain” songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Full-grown pike fish
 49. Emergency prep expert 

Edwards
 50. Flute
 51. Dismissive sound
 52. Slang term for marijuana
 53. Young women’s 

association
 54. Cosmopolitan city
 55. Narrow isthmus in 

Thailand
 56. Pointed end of a pen

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF 
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING

Home Therapy Services 
74 Woodbridge Street

The Planning Board will hold 
a hybrid public hearing on Sep-
tember 14, 2026 at 6:30 pm. to 
consider an application for Site 
Plan Review filed by Evelyn 
Wright for Home Occupation II 
to allow home craniosacral ther-
apy services at 74 Woodbridge 
Street, Map 52 Parcel 140. This 
application is being filed pursu-
ant to South Hadley Zoning By-
law Chapter 255 Article XII (Site 
Plan Review); 255-22 (Home 
Occupations); and the Zoning 
Use and Dimensional Regulation 
Schedules.

The public hearing will be 
held through hybrid format with 
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of 
the South Hadley Senior Center, 
45 Dayton Street South Hadley 
MA 01075. Virtual attendance 
will be hosted through the log-in 
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89989664296?pwd
=Fi6hkHiSrTiqQ4facFj9ZJ
9bSJsbjS.1

Or join by phone: (646) 558 
- 8656 Webinar ID: 899 8966 
4296 Passcode: 281320

The subject property is an ex-
isting single-family home and is 
located within the Residential 
A-1 zoning district.

The application is on file in 
the Planning & Conservation 
Department Office (Room U6) 
in Town Hall and is posted at 
www.southhadley.org on the 
Planning Department page under 
‘Permit Applications’- ‘Site Plan 
Review’ under section ‘Wood-
bridge St (74) - Home Therapy 
Business’ or can be viewed at: 
https://www.southhadley.org/1
179/Site-Plan-Review. Any per-
son interested in, or wishing to 
be heard, should appear/join the 
hearing at the time and in the 
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board

08/28, 09/04/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate 
and Family Court
15 Atwood Drive

Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500

Docket No. 
HS26P0570EA

Estate of: 
Diane Marie Godek

Also known as: 
Diane M. Godek

Date of Death: 07/18/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Edward J Godek, 
III of South Hadley, MA re-
questing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Edward J Godek, III of South 
Hadley, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 09/28/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 31, 2026  

Mark S Ames
 Register of Probate

09/04/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF 
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING

Home Hair Salon
10 Benger Avenue

The Planning Board will hold 
a hybrid public hearing on Sep-
tember 14, 2026 at 6:30 pm. to 
consider an application for Site 
Plan Review filed by Susan Car-
son for Home Occupation II to 
allow home hair salon services at 
10 Benger Avenue, Map 31 Par-
cel 75. This application is being 
filed pursuant to South Hadley 
Zoning Bylaw Chapter 255 Arti-
cle XII (Site Plan Review); 255-
22 (Home Occupations); and the 
Zoning Use and Dimensional 
Regulation Schedules.

The public hearing will be 
held through hybrid format with 
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of 
the South Hadley Senior Center, 
45 Dayton Street South Hadley 
MA 01075. Virtual attendance 
will be hosted through the log-in 
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89989664296?pwd=
Fi6hkHiSrTiqQ4facFj9ZJ9b
SJsbjS.1

Or join by phone: (646) 558 
- 8656 Webinar ID: 899 8966 
4296 Passcode: 281320

The subject property is an ex-
isting single-family home and is 
located within the Residential 

A-1 zoning district.
The application is on file in 

the Planning & Conservation 
Department Office (Room U6) in 
Town Hall and is posted at www.
southhadley.org on the Planning 
Department page under ‘Permit 
Applications’- ‘Site Plan Re-
view’ under section ‘Benger Ave 
(10) - Home Hair Salon’ or can 
be viewed at: https://www.south-
hadley.org/1179/Site-Plan-Re-
view. Any person interested in, or 
wishing to be heard, should ap-
pear/join the hearing at the time 
and in the manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board

08/28, 09/04/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF 
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING

Zoning Map 
Amendment Request 

129 College Street
The Planning Board will hold 

a hybrid public hearing on Sep-
tember 28, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 
to discuss a landowner petition 
filed by Priscilla Ryan to amend 
the South Hadley Zoning Map by 
changing the designation of 129 
College Street from Residential 
A-1 to Business B zoning.

Thes subject property is a 3.4-
acre parcel with an existing office 
building, and is identified on As-
sessor’s Map 41, Parcel 45. The 
zoning map amendment request 
seeks to bring the property’s 
zoning classification into closer 
alignment with existing uses.

The public hearing will be 
held through hybrid format with 
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of 
the South Hadley Senior Center, 
45 Dayton Street South Hadley 
MA 01075. Virtual attendance 
will be hosted through the log-in 

information below:
URL to join: https://us02web.

zoom.us/j/87080974078?pwd=
Z5m7WPu6vT0irbmQS9YrHd
NmarGTIJ.1

Or join by phone: +1 (646) 
558 8656 Webinar ID: 870 8097 
4078 Passcode: 600596

The application is on file in 
the Planning & Conservation 
Department Office (Room U6) in 
Town Hall and is posted at www.
southhadley.org on the Planning 
Department page under ‘Zoning 
Amendment Requests’ or can 
be viewed at: https://www.south-
hadley.org/1477/Zoning-Amend-
ment-Requests. Any person inter-
ested in, or wishing to be heard, 
should appear/join the hearing at 
the time and in the manner des-
ignated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board

08/28, 09/04/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF 
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING

Mount Holyoke College 
Geothermal Hub
8 Dunlap Place

The Planning Board will 
hold a hybrid public hearing on 
September 14, 2026 at 6:30 
p.m. to consider an application 
for Site Plan Review filed by 
Mount Holyoke College c/o Kar-
la Youngblood; 50 College St, 
South Hadley, MA 01075; for 
the construction of a new Geo-
thermal Hub located at 8 Dunlap 
Place (also known as 6 Dunlap 
Place), Map 49 Parcel 30. The 
application is being filed pursu-
ant to South Hadley Zoning By-
law Chapter 255 Article XII (Site 
Plan Review); and the Zoning 
Use and Dimensional Regulation 
Schedules.

The public hearing will be 

held through hybrid format with 
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of 
the South Hadley Senior Center, 
45 Dayton Street South Hadley 
MA 01075. Virtual attendance 
will be hosted through the log-in 
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89989664296?pwd=
Fi6hkHiSrTiqQ4facFj9ZJ9
bSJsbjS.1

Or join by phone: (646) 558 
- 8656 Webinar ID: 899 8966 
4296 Passcode: 281320

The subject property includes 
an existing developed parking 
area adjacent to the Kendall 
Sports & Dance Complex and 
is located within the Residen-
tial A-1 zoning district. The ap-
plication proposes to develop 
an approximately 5,500 square 
foot mechanical plant to support 
newly installed geothermal bore 
field, and the campus’s existing 
hot and chilled water distribution 
systems. Site improvements also 
include stormwater management 
systems, electrical infrastructure, 
and underground unity connec-
tions.

The application is on file in 
the Planning & Conservation 
Department Office (Room U6) 
in Town Hall and is posted at 
www.southhadley.org on the 
Planning Department page under 
‘Permit Applications’- ‘Site Plan 
Review’ under section ‘Dun-
lap Place (8) - Mount Holyoke 
Geothermal Project’ or can be 
viewed at: https://www.south-
hadley.org/
1179/Site-Plan-Review. Any per-
son interested in, or wishing to 
be heard, should appear/join the 
hearing at the time and in the 
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board

08/28, 09/04/2026
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Editor’s Note: The Granby Police Depart-
ment responded to 157 calls for the week of 
Aug. 21, through Aug. 27. Those arrested are 
presumed innocent until proven guilty in a 
court of law. The Granby Police Department 
provides all information.

Saturday, Aug. 22
7:32 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer ob-

served a vehicle fail to stop for a stop sign at 
the intersection of Taylor and Carver Streets. 
The vehicle was stopped and the operator was 
issued a civil citation.

9:50 p.m. – An off-duty Northampton offi-
cer reported an erratic operator on traveling on 

East State Street. The vehicle was located and 
later stopped by a Granby officer.

9:51 p.m. – The vehicle from the previous 
call was located and later stopped by a Granby 
officer after observing further erratic opera-
tion.

10:09 p.m. – The operator from the pre-
vious stop was placed under arrest. Jeremy 
Stokes, 36, of Belchertown was placed under 
arrest and charged with a marked lanes viola-
tion, a second offense of operating under the 
influence of alcohol, operating under the influ-
ence/child endangerment and negligent opera-
tion of a motor vehicle.

Sunday, Aug. 23
4:05 a.m. – A resident called to report 

a single vehicle accident, possible rollover. 
Granby Police and Fire responded and deter-
mined that the vehicle had not rolled over. The 
operator was transported to the hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries.

1:49 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-car 
accident. Granby Police and Fire responded. 
There were no injuries.

Monday, Aug. 24
3:23 a.m. – A caller reported that their son 

struck a guardrail on Aldrich St. There were 
no injuries.

Wednesday, Aug. 26
3:24 a.m. – The clerk at Cumberland Farms 

called to report a male and female party possi-
bly having an argument in the parking lot. Of-
ficers responded and found that the male party 
left prior to their arrival. The female party was 
asked to leave per the clerk’s request.

Thursday, Aug. 27
8:32 a.m. – A motorist reported striking a 

bear and afterwards it ran into the woods.
2:14 p.m. – A motorist reported a minor 

two-car accident in the Dunkin Donuts park-
ing lot. There were no injuries.

Granby Police
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By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN – The 
tenth annual Speaking Out 
About Addiction and Recov-
ery 5K race took place at The 
Fields on 60 State St. on Aug. 
29. The event marked its 10th 
anniversary within town.  The 
rally is a collective effort be-
tween the grassroots organi-
zation SOAAR, the Belcher-
town Police Department and 
Honest Beginnings; a sober 
living organization and resi-
dential recovery program for 
adults suffering from drug 
addiction, alcoholism or oth-
er addictive behaviors.

The organization is a 
grassroots movement orga-
nized by families affected by 
people struggling with addic-
tion.  Co-founder Jill Rossi 
helped create the nonprofit 
organization Speaking Out 
About Addiction and Recov-
ery due to her own son’s bat-
tle with addiction.  

“My son was struggling 
with addiction,” said Rossi.  
“It’s a really lonely spot to be 
in and you feel like nobody 
understands.”

SOAAR’s efforts began 
as weekly support meetings, 
which eventually involved 
both people recovering from 
addiction and people active-
ly battling addiction.  Rossi 

stated the organization was 
“acquainted with the presi-
dent of Honest Beginnings” 
through his attendance of 
previous meetings and who 
became “very involved” with 
helping her son.  Inspired by 
Honest Beginning’s exam-
ple, SOAAR set out to create 
their sober housing within 
Belchertown.

“We wound up joining 
forces, so to speak,” Rossi 
said.  “Naturally, with what 
they were doing, they already 
had sober houses running.”

The first Recovery Rally 
took place in 2016 and was a 
fundraiser designed to secure 
property within Belchertown 
for a “stable independent so-
ber-living resource” within 
town limits.  Now, with the 
property secured from pre-
vious years, SOAAR’s event 
aims to fund the required 
equipment and property 
needed to support the sober 
house within town limits.

The event offered a num-
ber of different family-friend-
ly activities, which included 
lawn games, local entrepre-
neurs selling their wares, a 
meet and greet with Marshall 
from Paw Patrol, raffles, face 
painting and a K-9 demo or-
chestrated by Belchertown 
Police.  

Additional draws includ-
ed a cornhole tournament 

at 12:30 and festive per-
formances by The Dancing 
Witches.  Wandering Waffles 
provided a food truck to feed 
the hungry crowd, along with 
free hot dogs and hamburgers 
supplied by the Belchertown 
Police Association.

The well-attended 5K race 
began with a one-mile family 
fun walk to complement the 
competition.  Max Schindel 
from New York came in first 
for the men, with a time of 18 
minutes and 38 seconds.  Sec-
ond was John Schindel with 
a run time of 19 minutes 19 
seconds, followed by Ware’s 
Michael Siok at 19 minutes 
and 31 seconds.

Belchertown’s own Em-
ily Baecher came in first for 
the women at 20 minutes 56 
seconds, followed by Jenni-
fer Donovon from Ludlow 
at 21 minutes and 51 sec-
onds.  Belchertown’s Julie 
Jablonski took third for the 
women with a run time of 
22 minutes and 21 seconds.  
Despite the athletic displays, 
Rossi reminded everyone in 
attendance what was really 
important.

“This is more than a race,” 
Rossi said.  “It’s a day where 
the community comes togeth-
er to celebrate recovery and 
the resilience of the human 
spirit.”

Residents go all out at fundraiser race

Runners leaving the gate. 	 Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

 The Dancing Witches perform.

Local author Dawn Gray sells her books at the race. Jill Rossi poses in front of her parent organization’s tent, 
Honest Beginnings.

The face painting booth was filled with smiling faces.

Runners line up at the starting line. The Honest Beginning’s raffle tent.

Matthew Stone representing his business, JS Painting. The Belchertown K-9 Police Unit. Mel from the Belchertown Cultural Council.


