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NYG firefighter hosts 9

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY - For-
mer New York Firefighter
Joseph Bonanno offered a
presentation on his experi-
ence during 9/11. The Zoom
call with the award-winning
author, academy trained chef
and 21-year veteran fire-
fighter was sponsored by the
Tunnels to Towers Founda-
tion, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to honoring the
memory of fallen first re-
sponders, as well as provid-
ing free medical care for the
surviving.

Bonanno began the pre-
sentation with technical data
surrounding the World Trade
Center attack and described
the human cost and archi-
tectural devastation around
the event.  According to
Bonanno, up to 50,000 office
workers occupied both tow-
ers. Combined with “tens of
thousands” of people pass-
ing through the seven-block
complex, the grim reality
of the terrorist actions were
brought to life.

“Many of the office spac-
es in the towers were used for

international business, trade
and commerce,” Bonanno
said. “The Twin Towers sym-
bolized globalization and eco-
nomic growth for America.”

The retired firefighter
mentioned 9/11 wasn’t the
first time the towers were
targeted. On February 26 in
1993, the World Trade Cen-
ter’s garage was the site of
a 1500-pound bomb, which
was detonated in the parking
lot. The explosion injured
about 1,000 people and took
out six floors of the building,
which unfortunately killed
six, including a pregnant
woman. With hundreds of
tenants and visitors trapped,
the bombing evacuation took
more than six hours.

“The explosion left a
six-story deep crater that was
not visible from outside the
tower,” Bonanno said.

In harrowing detail,
Bonanno then outlined the
anatomy of the terrorist at-
tack on September 11, 2001.
He described the calm before
the storm as a “beautiful sun-
ny day with a crystal-clear
blue sky” before getting into

Please see 9/11, page 7
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presentation
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Former New York Firefighter Joseph Bonanno held a presentation on his experience with 9/11 via a Zoom call hosted at the
South Hadley Public Library, the South Hadley High School and the Gouncil on Aging building.

South Hadley Public Library
digitizes historical records

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY -
The South Hadley Public
Library, Gaylord Memorial
Library and Boston Pub-
lic Library joined forces to
digitally preserve over 100
records from South Hadley’s
early years. The 100 re-
cords, referred to as “Early
South Hadley,” is a collec-
tion of original documents
curated between 1743 to
1842.

“The library’s role in
preserving local history has
been long standing,” said
South Hadley Public Library
Director Joe Rodio. “We’ve
always had a historical col-
lection at the library.”

The archiving is part
of a greater initiative from

Please see RECORDS,
page 10
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The South Hadley Public Library is working with the
Boston Public Library to preserve historical records.

Granby Cultural Council
seeks grant applications

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - The Gran-
by Cultural Council is seek-
ing unique events to fund
this year within town limits.
Those interested to lend their
talents to the town should
know grant applications are
being accepted between now
and Oct. 15.

“Applicants can come
from anywhere in the world
as long as they have their
event in Granby,” said Gran-
by Cultural Council Chair Jo-
anne Delphia.

Applicants must fill out
an application to describe
who they are, what they are
offering, where they intend to
perform and how their event
benefits the town of Gran-
by. Previous funded events
included the highly success-
ful Movie Night at Cindy’s
Drive-In on Aug. 28th, which

drew over 100 attendees,
as well as the Art of Needle
Felting at the Granby Public
Library.

“The first criteria for us is
that the event has to happen
in Granby,” Delphia said. “It
needs to serve a specific fac-
tion of our community.”

The Council puts a year-

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
The future municipal office building for Granby town
government.

ly survey for residents to
determine which events to
attract to the region. The sur-
veys ask residents what they
would like to see, what sort of
events interest them and who
they would like to serve with-
in the community.

Please see GRANT, page 2

X Box Game Nights a
staple teen program

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY - The
South Hadley Public Library
hosted XBox Game Night on
September 1. Teen Program
Coordinator Bethany Roberts
stated the program creates a

means for the teenagers to
socialize with each other and
engage with the library.
“I'had a group that wanted
to do some regular gaming,”
Roberts said when asked
about the night’s inspiration.

Please see XBOX, page 5
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Teens gather at the XBox Game Night.

Granby weighs next steps after Forge Pond
Dam grant denial, advances town initiatives

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY - Officials
are regrouping after the state
rejected a grant for repairs
to Forge Pond Dam, while
advancing a slate of infra-
structure and civic initiatives
intended to strengthen town
services and prepare for capi-
tal needs.

The Selectboard used its
Aug. 10 meeting to acknowl-
edge a major setback for the
dam project while moving
ahead on smaller but conse-
quential items, from commit-
tee work and facilities main-
tenance to fiscal planning and
public safety upgrades.

Together, the actions out-
line the town’s strategy of pair-
ing incremental improvements
with pursuit of large-scale
funding for aging infrastruc-
ture such as Forge Pond Dam.

Town Administrator Ron
Aponte told the board the
state has turned down Gran-
by’s latest funding request for
work on Forge Pond Dam.

also attempting to help from
Beacon Hill.

“We had Mindy Dom put
an earmark in for $1 mil-
lion. Whether they’ll survive

“WE HAD MINDY DOM PUT AN EARMARK
IN FOR $1 MILLION. WHETHER THEY’LL
SURVIVE THE BUDGET PROCESS, WE DON’T
KNOW, BUT SHE DID DO THAT.”

- Mark Ball
Board Member

Aponte said the project re-
mains a priority and the town
will continue to seek outside
support, given the cost of re-
pairs and the difficulty of ab-
sorbing them within the oper-
ating budget.

Board member Mark Bail
noted that state legislators are

the budget process, we don’t
know, but she did do that,” he
said.

No vote was taken on the
dam, but the discussion un-
derscored that officials are
counting on a mix of com-
petitive grants and legislative
earmarks to address the struc-

ture rather than relying solely
on local taxpayers.

As part of routine facili-
ties upkeep, Aponte reported
that the Senior Center parking
lot is slated for sealcoating,
likely on Aug. 15 to 16 or, if
weather intervenes, Aug. 22
to 23. The lot will be closed
during work, affecting staff
and any residents who use the
building over weekends.

The work is one of several
smaller capital and mainte-
nance items proceeding while
the town pursues larger infra-
structure dollars.

Aponte said the town is
close to finalizing a website
maintenance contract with
local consultant Ginny He-
jamowitz, with plans to bring
in vendor “Munibid” once the
agreement is signed to begin
upgrades and ongoing sup-

Please see GRANBY, page 9
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South Hadley Council on Aging

Friends of the South Hadley Seniors

A Matter of Balance: Man-
aging Concerns About Falls

Thursdays through Oct.
22 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Join us here for an engag-
ing free course designed to
help you reduce the fear of
falling and stay active. This
series offers practical strat-
egies to improve safety, ex-
plores medical, behavioral,
and environmental risk fac-
tors for falls, and highlights
the importance of creating a
personalized exercise plan to
support long-term wellness.

Registration is required,
accesscarepartners.org/work-
shop-registration or call Andi
Waisman, Healthy Living
Coordinator at 413-538-9020
ext. 650.

Woodstock Bash
Wednesday, Sept. 16,
11 am. to 1 p.m.
Come dressed in your
bell-bottom pants, long hair
and vests....we’re bringing
back 1969 with a delicious
luncheon prepared by Chef
Harold Dixson and music
by The Willies. Drawing
prize sponsored by the South

Hadley Senior Travel Club.
Registration is Required
and cost is $10 per person.
Please pre-pay. Doors open
at 11 a.m. lunch is served at
11:30 a.m., band plays from
12to 1 p.m.

Beatles Sing-a-long
Thursday, Sept. 17,
1 p.m. to 2:20 p.m.
Brighten your day with a
group sing! We’ll provide the
lyrics and guitar accompani-
ment. Bring only your voice
and a sense of fun. We take
requests from The Fab Four
catalog.
Registration is Required.

Are You Curious About
Reflexology?
Friday, Sept. 18, 10 a.m.

Join me, Leslie Kelly, for
a friendly,informative ses-
sion where we’ll explore the
basics of reflexology, how it
works, and the potential ben-
efits for stress relief, circula-
tion, and balance in the body.
With 30+ years of experi-
ence as a nurse practitioner,
I have helped thousands of
people find lasting relief

from chronic pain, stress, and
sleeplessness. Whether you
are new to holistic wellness
or simply curious to learn
more, this session gives you
a chance to ask questions, see
how reflexology is practiced,
and discover if it is right for
you. Come connect, learn,
and take a step toward great-
er well-being. I would love to
see you there!
Registration is Required.

Oktoberfest
Sept. 24 from 4 to 6:30 p.m.

Join your friends for a
German dinner catered by the
Munich Haus, featuring all
your Oktoberfest favorites.

Then sit back and relax or
get up and dance to the lively
sounds of the HAPPY FIVE
OOMPAH BAND bringing
authentic German music and
festive cheer. Don’t miss this
fun evening of food, music,
and community spirit- leder-
hosen optional- good times
guaranteed!

Dessert will be German
Chocolate cake. Dinner is
$15 per person. Registration
is required. Please pre-pay.

South Hadley Chorale to begin rehearsals

SOUTH HADLEY—The
South Hadley Chorale will
begin rehearsals for its 41st
season on Wednesday, Oct.
7, 2026, from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. at All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, 7 Woodbridge Street
IN South Hadley.

The program will fea-
ture Joseph Haydn’s Mass
in Time of War (Pauken-
messe) and pieces by women
composers including Alice
Parker and Dolly Parton.
Subsequent rehearsals will
be held on Wednesday eve-
nings. They will continue
through November 18 and

will resume on Jan. 6, 2027
until the concert on March
21, 2027. The concert will
be dedicated to Barba-
ra (“Bobbie”) Ayers who
served as president of the
SHC board of directors since
its founding in 1985. Ms.
Ayers passed away in July at
the age of 91.

The Chorale is pleased to
welcome back Anita Ander-
son Cooper for her third year
as musical director and con-
ductor. Ms. Anderson Coo-
per is a member of the facul-
ty of the Paul Baird Middle
School in Ludlow and directs

the Smith College Handbell
Choir. She is also a compos-
er and a frequent soloist and
guest conductor both local-
ly and throughout the East
Coast.

The South Hadley Cho-
rale is made up of 70 singers
from 17 communities. All
interested singers are invited
to join. There are no audi-
tions. Most singers, how-
ever, have had some choral
experience. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
southhadleychorale.org  or
send an email to mail@
southhadleychorale.org.
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Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse

Our Own: Mums, Pumpkins, Gourds, Indian Corn,
Straw Bales, Cornstalks, Fall Decorations, Canning Tomatoes,
Large Cabbages, Beans, Carrots, Corn, Radishes, Peaches,
Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Leaf Lettuce,
Pickles, Beets, Scallions, Cucumbers,

Honey Nut, Delicata, Acorn, Butternut Squash

¥\ 413-467-3794 ¢ www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm ¢ Sun. 8am-6pm

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned
& Operated

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

LOWER PRICES
70 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN, RIB END or

LOIN END ROAST ......cune

52729

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
GENTER CUT PORK LOIN

ROAST or CHOPS .......coussen

Cut

$989

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF
( STRIP LOIN

FREE 37307 or HALF

PRICES IN
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS $1 85
' Ib

CHICKEN TENDERS 10 1 8AG o
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Quabbin Visitor Center lists

upcoming programs

BELCHERTOWN —
The Les and Terry Campbell
Quabbin Visitor Center, 100
Winsor Dam Road, announc-
es the schedule for upcoming
programs.

All ages are welcome. All
programs are free, but regis-
tration is required; outdoor
programs are limited to 25
people.

Please dress appropriately
for the weather and bring wa-
ter and snacks. Please wear
appropriate  footwear and
protect yourself against ticks.

Dogs are not allowed any-
where at the Quabbin Reser-
Voir.

Follow link to register or
visit  https://www.mass.gov/
locations/quabbin-reservoir/
events

Exploring the West Side

Explored the West Side of
the Quabbin Watershed via
Gate 11 (Route 202, Daniel
Shays Highway, Pelham) on
Saturday, Sept. 19 from 11
a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Join DCR staff for a 3.4-
mile out and back hike on
Quabbin’s west side of the
watershed. Participants will
be walking down to the wa-
ter on a dirt road through the
forest.

Walking to the water, the
hike covers 1.7-miles and
drops 600 feet in elevation.
Participants will then back-
track and head uphill the way
they came in.

Exploring Dana Common

Explore the Road to Dana
Common on Sunday, Sept. 26
from 11 am.-2 p.m. at Gate
40 (Route 32A).

The old foundations,
stone walls, and shade trees
of Dana Common will trans-
port you to the past as you
explore Quabbin’s unique
history. This 3.6 mile moder-
ate round-trip hike will intro-
duce you to some of the nota-
ble residents of Dana as you
discover what life was like in
the Swift River Valley over a
hundred years ago. Photos il-
lustrating Quabbin’s past will
bring Dana to life before your
eyes.

Ware River Bridge
Series: South

The Ware River Bridge
Series: Rail Trail South, will
be held on Tuesday, Sept. 29
from 11 am.-1 p.m., with

parking at the Ware River
Rail Trail, 300 Granger Road
Barre, then -carpooling to
starting point for a 1.8 mile
easy hike.

There are many old bridge
sites in the Ware River water-
shed. Most no longer have the
actual bridges, but you can
still see the shape of the land
that supported the bridge, and
often also stonework from the
bridge abutments.

This walk will begin at
one such site and travel to
another, both on the beauti-
ful Burnshirt River. The hike
passes the historic Riverside
Cemetery.

Soapstone Mountain Hike
This scenic Soapstone
Mountain hike will begin at
Gate 37 (from Route 122 in
New Salem take Monson
Turnpike Road) and follow
an easy woodland road before
branching off to a short but
very steep hike up the moun-
tain on Thursday, Oct. 8 from
11 a.m.-1 p.m. This 2.7 mile
hike is challenging and has
points which require climb-
ing over large rocks, however
the summit is one of the best
views of Quabbin Reservoir

Quabbin Park

Explore Quabbin Park via
the Combination Shoreline/
Enfield Lookout/Webster
Road Loop on Saturday, Oct.
10 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Join DCR staff for a 3.6-
mile looped hike in Quabbin
Park. Participants will begin
at the Observation Tower
parking area located at Quab-
bin Hill and travel to Hank’s
Meadow and down to the wa-
ter, dropping roughly 350 feet
in elevation.

The trail then travels
along the water before partic-
ipants will ascend uphill back
to where they began. Along
the way they will stop at the
Enfield Lookout which offers
the best view of the reservoir
in Quabbin Park.

Exploring the Road
to Millington

This 3-mile round trip
hike will introduce you to
some of the residents of the
lost village of Millington as
you learn what daily life was
like in the years leading up to
the Quabbin Reservoir proj-
ect on Saturday, Oct. 11 from

11 a.m.-2 p.m. Meet at Quab-
bin Gate 29 on Elm Street
and Route 202 in New Salem.

Participants ~ will  stop
to see the Keystone Bridge
along the way.

Ware River Bridge
Series: North

The Ware River Bridge
Series: Rail Trail North will
be held on Sunday, Oct. 25
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Parking
is at the kayak/canoe launch
on Worcester Road (Route
122), Barre.

This long, leisurely hike
begins at the parking lot and
travels down a densely vege-
tated trail past an old timber
harvest, ending at the site of
a former covered bridge. The
bridge is no longer there, but
the view of the river is as pic-
turesque as it gets and well
worth the visit.

The hike is 4 miles round
trip and passes the historic
Riverside Cemetery.

Rutland Prison Camp

On Thursday, Nov. 5 from
11 am.-12:30 p.m. explore
the Rutland Prison Camp,
299 Intervale Road, Rutland
for an approximately 1.25
mile easy hike. There is un-
even ground.

Join DCR staff as they
explore the remains of this
surprisingly successful social
experiment. Ticks are still ac-
tive so protection is advised,
as is wearing orange during
hunting season.

Group hike near
Muddy Pond

Explore the Ware River
Watershed for a group hike
near Muddy Pond on Satur-
day, Nov. 7 from 11 a.m.-1
p-m.

Join DCR staff for a 4.1-
mile looped hike in the Ware
River Watershed. The route
climbs/descends roughly 140
feet in elevation.

The foot path participants
will travel on is non-techni-
cal. The last mile of the hike
is on a scenic section of the
Mass Central Rail Trail.

Participants will meet
at the Route 122 rest area
parking lot in the town of
Oakham. The rest area is in
the shape of a banana with
grass and picnic tables.

The hike begins and ends
north of Muddy Pond.

GRANTS from page 1

“Disproportionately large
are usually events for elderly
people and children,” Delphia
said. “So we tend to look at
creative ways that will focus
on those two age groups.”

The chair cited Talking
Hands Theater and the
Springfield Symphony Musi-
cal Petting Zoo as examples,
the latter of which took place
at the Granby Public Library.
Upcoming events scheduled
are the Jazz Bones Christmas
Holiday concert in December
and a proposed paint and sip
taking place at the winehouse
on Nov. 15.

“We’re looking for differ-
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ent kinds of ideas and events,”
Delphia said. “We try to stay
away from doing the same
type of event over and over.”

Delphia stressed origi-
nality when it came to what
determined a potential event,
along with “reasonable” fi-
nancial compensation asks
should the activity need to be
funded. A $1,000 maximum
is imposed on any event re-
questing town funding due to
budgetary restrictions. How-
ever, partial compensation
up to the maximum may be
awarded, which is determined
on a case-by-case basis.

“We look at every single
applicant that comes to us,’
Delphia said. “What we try
to determine is, first of all, is

it original and new? Some-
times, we’ll just give a partial
award...we could say ‘well,
we can give you 500 towards
this event.” It’s up to them if
they want to accept the award
or not.”

Those interested in apply-
ing should note the grant ap-
plication cut-off date is Oct.
15th. Additional help may be
found at the Granby Cultural
Council’s Facebook page or
reach out to granbycultural-
council@gmail.com.

“I also want to encourage
people, if they know how to
teach something to children
or to adults,” Delphia said.
“We’re always looking for
those kinds of events as well.”

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation ¢ Underground Utilities
Water e Sewer e Septic ® Drainage

Grading ¢ Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 * Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.

Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoléf%

USDA INSP. FROZEN AUDIE’S 518, ¢ USDA INSP.
PORK CHITTERLINGS cLeanep.2S, 99.b FRES;EBEI’:\‘E"N
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SDA INSP, SHRIMP SCAMPI
TURKEY BREAST......... 24399 $gQ77
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Irish Pub donovanspub.com
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SWISS CHEESE....oonmnne, 2434
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to limit quantities. ©7 17th of Every Month - Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinners 5¢&
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Annual tag sale Sept. 12 & 13

SOUTH HADLEY—First
Congregational ~Church  of
South Hadley will hold their
30th Annual Fall Tag Sale on
Sept. 12, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Sept. 13, from 12 to 4 p.m.

Our Fellowship Hall is
packed with a wide variety of
items; books, to cds, linens,
baskets, toys, puzzles, house-
hold items, backpacks, trunks,
office and craft supplies, to

name a few.

We will repeat our closet
of clothing, the treasures room
with small furniture, vintage
and collectibles, and collectible
jewelry and accessories.

Find something yummy at
our Bakery Cabinet. Be the first
to see the sale, if you want to
have early access at 8 a.m., we
will collect $5.

Granby library set for fall book sale

GRANBY - Book lovers.
Bargain Hunters. The Friends of
the Granby Free Public Library
will host their annual Month-
Long Fall Book Sale during
the month of September in the
Community Room of the Li-
brary. You will be able to choose

from a large assortment of used
and like-new hardcover, pa-
perback books, teen books and
children’s books, along with
a selection of CDs, DVDs,
video games and audiobooks.
The sale will run during regular
library hours from Sept. 1 to 30.

Granby Free Public Library

September Happenings
Book Sale
Now through September 30
Stop into the Library during
regular open hours to browse
our expansive book sale all
month long.

Foraging Walk
Saturday, Sept. 12 at 11 a.m.
Gain greater food securi-
ty by learning wild and feral
edible and medicinal plants
and fungi. Using the Library’s
grounds learn how to identify
and prepare fall foods using
common wild edibles that you
can find near where you live.
Join naturalist and wild edibles
enthusiast Arianna Alexsandra
Collins of Offerings for Com-
munity Building on our forag-
ing walk. Pre-register.
Adult Book Group
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 6 p.m.
The book group will be
discussing The Correspondent
by Virginia Evans. Grab a copy
and join us!
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Tabletop Games Club
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 5 p.m.
and Saturday, Sept. 19 at
10:30 a.m.

The Granby Library Table-
top Games Club invites players
of all ages 8 and up to gather and
enjoy a variety of board, card,
dice, tile, and other in-person
tabletop games in a welcoming,
social environment.

Knitting Group
Every Wednesday
afternoon at 2 p.m.
Bring your latest project
and join us for conversation,
tips and tricks.

Friends of the Granby
Library Meeting
Thursday, Sept. 17
at 4:30 p.m.

Did you know that the
Friends sponsor our events?
Join us for a meeting and see
what’s new.

Celebrate Constitution Week!
Sept. 15 to 19

Stop in to browse our Con-
stitution Week displays for
adults and kids.

TOWN Reminder
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What’s happening at the Odyssey Bookshop

Meghana Mysore in
Person

Join us on Tuesday,
Sept. 15 at 7 p.m. as
Meghana Mysore talks
about her new collection of
stories, Let All Our Ghosts
Depart. She will be joined
in conversation by Jennifer
Acker.

About the Book

In Meghana Mysore’s
debut short story collec-
tion, present-day women
and girls of the South Asian
diaspora grapple with be-
longing and are haunted
by intergenerational inher-
itances. Mysore, herself
the daughter of Indian im-
migrants, spins her stories
around narrators struggling
to assimilate into the sur-
real world around them. In
the world of these stories,
ghosts are real--in “Re-
pair Shop,” dead mothers
reappear as chiding, bro-
ken-down cars; in “Hoard-
er,” the narrator’s ex-lovers
transform into scarves that
won’t let her go. In another
story, a daughter, trapped
inside her grief, spends her
days Face Timing with her
dead father, watching him
become a young man she
never knew.

At turns absurd and
darkly  humorous, and
sometimes speculative,
Mysore’s stories touch on
real-life  experiences of
intergenerational  trauma,
womanhood, the fluidi-
ty of desire and longing,
and coming home to one’s
body. Her characters have
faced violences small and
large, holding losses that
bind them to their pasts and
weigh them down in daily
life. Each of these stories
contains an experience of
transformation, be it small
or monumental for these
women, who find spaces of
freedom and delight within

their circumstances.
Eileen Flanagan in Per-
son

Join us on Tuesday,
Sept. 22 at 7 p.m. as Eileen
Flanagan talks about her
book Common Ground:
How the Crisis of the Earth
is Saving Us from Our Illu-
sion of Separation.

About the Book

Veteran organizer Ei-
leen Flanagan weaves to-
gether a series of stories of
hard-won successes in the
climate change movement
based on grassroots orga-
nizing. As heat waves, wild-
fires, storms, and floods
become more deadly, the
book describes a ground-
swell of action in which cit-
izens of all ages, races and
political stripes struggle to
understand each other and
the enormous challenge of
climate change. They fight
companies and govern-
ments willfully blind to the
climate change dangers we
face as a society.

A Quaker activist, fa-
cilitator, and teacher, Fla-
nagan takes us through her
environmental  direct-ac-
tion experiences and rela-
tionships with community
leaders to understand how
we can form coalitions to
actually make a difference.
Flanagan shows that “the
illusion of separation”—
the fallacy that humans can
thrive in a dying world—is
at the root of interlocking
environmental crises. It’s
often politicians and cor-
porations who benefit by
keeping the rest of us di-
vided across lines of race,
class, religion, and genera-
tion. In Common Ground,
Flanagan argues that more
than technology or elec-
tions, acting in solidarity
with all life is humanity’s
best hope for survival.

Tree

Dean Spade in Person

Join us on Wednesday,
Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. as Dean
Spade presents his book
Mutual Aid: Building Sol-
idarity During This Crisis
(and the Next.)

About the Book

Mutual aid is the radical
act of caring for each other
while working to change the
world. Around the globe,
people are faced with a spi-
raling succession of crises,
from the Covid-19 pandem-
ic and climate change-in-
duced fires, floods, and
storms to the ongoing hor-
rors of mass incarceration,
racist policing, brutal im-
migration enforcement, en-
demic gender violence, and
severe wealth inequality.
As governments fail to re-
spond to—or actively engi-
neer—each crisis, ordinary
people are finding bold and
innovative ways to share
resources and support the
vulnerable. Survival work,
when done alongside so-
cial movement demands for
transformative change, is
called mutual aid.

This book is about mu-
tual aid: why it is so import-
ant, what it looks like, and
how to do it. It provides a
grassroots theory of mutual
aid, describes how mutual
aid is a crucial part of pow-
erful movements for social
justice, and offers concrete
tools for organizing, such
as how to work in groups,
how to foster a collective
decision-making  process,
how to prevent and address
conflict, and how to deal
with burnout.

Writing for those new
to activism as well as those
who have been in social
movements for a long time,
Dean Spade draws on years
of organizing to offer a rad-
ical vision of community
mobilization, social trans-

Removal
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Pruning

formation, compassionate
activism, and solidarity.

Jason Prokowiew in

Person

Join us on Wednesday,
Sept. 30 as Jason Prokow-
iew talks about his new
book, War Boys: A Father
and Son Memoir. He will
be joined in conversation
by Madeleine Blais.

About the Book

War Boys is an extraor-
dinary exploration of a fam-
ily experiencing intergener-
ational trauma: an adult son
seeking to understand his
terrifying and abusive fa-
ther, interwoven with a bi-
ography of his father, who
experienced unimaginable
horrors as a child during
World War II.

As a child, Jason Pro-
kowiew lived in fear of his
father, an abusive alcoholic.
Lonely and full of shame
and guilt, Prokowiew re-
counts a lonely childhood,
colored by struggles with
weight, self-image, and his
emerging identity as a gay
man.

Impelled to confront the
trauma of his childhood,
Prokowiew documents the
stories of his father’s own
trauma that began when
Nazis murdered his family
at the start of the war. In
War Boys, Prokowiew re-
traces his father’s harrow-
ing journey to understand
how he survived the war
and why he became the ter-
rifying father Jason knew.
In an era where generation-
al estrangement is common,
War Boys inspires with its
account of this father and
son, both battle-scarred sur-
vivors, and how they heal
their relationship through
the power of claiming and
telling their own stories -
and listening to one anoth-
er.
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Give us a call today for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com
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SOCIAL SECURITY
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By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

Maybe everybody has
the same reaction that I do
to Social Security insol-
vency.

I do not understand a
system that has been ba-
sically run like a Ponzi
Scam since its inception;
why have you decided (in
2026-2027) that now is the
time to change a perfectly
good Ponzi Scam.

In all reality, this be-
gan with Babylon. I'm
sure that if you searched
the meaning of the words
“Babylonian money mag-
ic,” you would understand
what I’m talking about.

If this is as good as the
Earth has, why would you
mess with a perfectly rot-
ten thing. Why would you
decide to change curren-
cies to some sort of fragile
digital currency?

Signed: Skeptical
Senior

Dear Skeptical Senior:

You touch on an item
that the Association of
Mature American Citizens
Foundation has dealt with
many times over the years,
specifically the notion that
Social Security has the
characteristics of a Ponzi
Scheme.

Our position in re-
sponse to that notion is
that Social Security was
created and operated with
full transparency with its
financial status, formu-
las and long-term deficits
completely and publicly
documented and reported
to the President and Con-
gress annually.

Unlike the infamous
Charles Ponzi, the govern-
ment has a permanent pool
of contributors through
mandatory FICA and
SECA (self-employment)
payroll taxes and is de-
signed to remain in oper-
ation infinitely as long as
there’s a taxpaying work-
force.

Moreover, the Social
Security system is over-
seen by Congress, specif-
ically the Senate Finance
Committee and the House
Ways and Means Commit-
tee, and the Government
Accountability Office.
The Social Security Ad-
ministration is subject to
routine hearings by these
congressional  overseers
and maintains an indepen-

Why change Social Security now?
It's a working ‘Ponzi Scam.’

dent Office of the Inspec-
tor General to ensure the
integrity of its financial
operations.

Contrary to Ponzi vic-
tims, all participants re-
tiring from the workforce
and their dependents re-
cover their Social Security
contributions via benefit
payments, some more than
others based on their lev-
el of participation in the
system. Also, contrary to
Ponzi Schemes, Social
Security was designed as
a social insurance system
and has operated success-
fully in that mode for over
nine decades.

What raises the notion
of a Ponzi Scheme com-
parison these days is the
looming insolvency fac-
ing Social Security just
six years from now. This
financial problem, howev-
er, has nothing to do with
fraud.

Rather, it is a function
of workforce demograph-
ics and the fact that Con-
gress has long deferred
corrective action on a
problem that has been
known for the past four
decades.

We sometimes hear
well intended, but some-
times uninformed com-
ments from some Wash-
ington politicians invoking
the Ponzi Scheme refer-
ence, but we believe that
Congress is finally waking
up to the urgency.

And we also believe
Congress is now starting
to move seriously to set
a course for correction in
time to ward off the im-
pact of insolvency. AMAC
is proud to be a part of the
collective thinking cur-
rently surfacing, and our
Social Security Guarantee
is in play as a plan to be
considered.

We invite you to review
our SS reform plan (at
https://amac.us/social-se-
curity-guarantee) and
likewise to stay tuned to
our Social Security Report
website  (https://socialse-
curityreport.org/)  where
we post regular updates on
a variety of matters per-
taining to Social Security
and retirement.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affiliat-

Please see SECURITY,
page 5

E-wheels complicate

N

back-to-school safety N

ids used to have three
ways of getting to
school: on foot, on a

bus or on a bike. School of-
ficials in many localities are
dreading the new trend to-
ward e-bikes, e-scooters and
hoverboards.

Electrically powered two-
wheel vehicles seem to be
taking over our streets, bike
lanes and, sometimes, side-
walks, driven by teens and
tweens who don’t necessarily
know the rules of the road.
Scary. Now couple that with
lots of cars and traffic around
schools. Even scarier.

As someone who has spent
a lot of time around emergen-
cy rooms, I urge parents to
think twice before buying an
e-bike, e-scooter or other mo-
torized vehicle for their child.
In some localities, like Doug-
las County in Colorado, par-
ents can be held liable if their
child is caught riding where
they shouldn’t or, worse,
causing an accident.

Admittedly, state laws can
be a bit confusing. In Massa-

chusetts,
e-bikes
can fall
into the
same cat-
egory as
mopeds,
which
creates
uncertain-
ty about
licensing,
registration and where they
can be ridden. E-bike rid-
ers and passengers age 16 or
younger must wear a helmet.
Localities are allowed to en-
act more restrictive rules.

ER visits related to e-bikes
and e-scooters have increased
by 671% for children and ad-
olescents, according to Karen
Gilbert Farrar, lead researcher
at Truveta, a health data and
analytics firm. “Just to put
that in context,” she told USA
Today, “that’s if one patient
was being seen in 2023, that’s
now nearly eight patients in
2026

Most injuries are to the
head and neck, and about 7%

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN

Reminder

Teachable moments during preservation

a long weekend.

There were peaches to
can, applesauce to make, pep-
pers to roast and tomatoes to
turn into sauce and salsa.
Oh yes, and cabbage to
ferment into sauer-
kraut.

Tis the season!

Someone once said
that it is important to
“make hay while the
sun is shining.” That is
exactly what I did.

While I was at it I came
across a few teachable mo-
ments, and that is what I want
to share with you today.

Some of my peaches have
brown rot and some had split
pits. Brown rot is a fungal dis-
ease that leaves furry brown
areas on the fruit.

It can spread fast. One day
a small patch; the next day
half a fruit is infected.

Much like with apple scab,
sanitation will go a long way
to aid in prevention. Your goal
is to prevent disease spores
from overwintering.

Throw out any fallen in-
fected peaches. If peaches are
clinging to the trees well after
harvest, pick these “mum-
mies” and get rid of them too.

Rake up leaves that may
also carry the disease. If rak-
ing is unrealistic, mow un-
der the tree to encourage the
leaves to break down.

In late winter, prune to
encourage good air flow, a
paramount practice in disease
prevention. Thin fruit to four
to five inches apart. Applica-
tions of fungicide can assist,
but I prefer the natural route
as much a possible.

I'encourage you to do your
own research.

Split pit on peaches is new
to me. It was like the pit was
indeed split, and sometimes
stuck in each side of the fruit.
From there, rot can begin to
take over.

Apparently
physiological

Ihad far too many plans for

split
issue.

pit a
Too

much rain prior to harvest
could be the culprit especially
since spring and early sum-
mer were  somewhat dry.

LR
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Watering  during  dry
spells, and applying a mulch
around the base of the tree to
conserve and even out mois-
ture can help.

While working with my
apples I observe a few clus-
ters of tiny dots here and
there, as well as patches of
gray over the apple’s skin.
These are summer diseases
known as fly speck and sooty
blotch respectively.

Both occur after lots of
rain and humidity. Unfortu-
nately all apples are suscep-
tible to them, but the good
news is that they only mar the
apple’s good looks; it doesn’t
penetrate the skin nor will it
affect its taste.

Some elbow grease will
likely rub it off. To reduce the
likelihood of your apples get-
ting these diseases prune for
good air flow (it will dry out
fruit faster after a rain) and re-
move nearby wild blackberry
canes (the diseases overwin-
ter here).

I talked about peppers and
tomatoes not that long ago,
but I do have to say that I am
upset that I had what feels like
one round of peppers. There
are no little pepper replace-
ments anywhere on most of
my plants.

I know my rock edged
raised beds get hot, and tend
to dry out quickly, so perhaps
that is the culprit for “some
then done.” Drought then a
deluge could force the blos-
soms to fall off.

I'll be sure to keep this
in the forefront of my mind
as I plan next year’s garden.
Soaker hoses and more organ-
ic matter may help.

As 1 was processing the

tomatoes 1 stopped twice
to save some of the seeds

of two of my favorites.
w If you grew open pol-
~ linated, non hybrid to-
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matoes and plan to start
your own seeds indoor next
spring, you’d be silly not to
save your own seeds!

Cut open a tomato — scoop
out the goop and put it in a
small jar with a few drops of
water. Wait a few days until
mold forms on top and then
dump into a sieve and sepa-
rate out the seeds.

Allow to dry on paper
towel and then store in an en-
velope marked with the vari-
ety and date. You just saved
yourself some cash, too!

The only thing I have to
say about my cabbage is that
I wish I had grown more of it.
All of my Crucifers — brocco-
li, cabbage and kale worked
out so tremendously well un-
der insect netting that I will
definitely grow it that way
again next year.

No worms at all. Plant-
ing a few early cabbages and
some later ones was smart to
spread out the kraut.

Next year I'll just add a
few more to my plot.

Alas, the harvest season is
in full swing. I am so incred-
ibly grateful for my garden
and what I can preserve for
use in the off season.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.
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Guest Column

involve traumatic brain injury,
her research found. Fatalities
typically involve a collision
with a car or truck or crashing
into a fixed object or curb.

This is a three-pronged
problem that needs a three-
pronged approach, from par-
ents, children and localities,
as back-to-school season be-
gins.

Parents

Understand how the state
classifies e-bikes and e-scoot-
ers so you know what you are
buying. Most states regulate
e-bikes in three classes: mo-
torized assist with pedals, up
to 20 mph; motorized assist
with pedals and a throttle,

also up to 20 mph; and mo-
torized assist with pedals and
a speedometer, up to 28 mph.

Consider not only your
child’s age, but also their ma-
turity level, because e-bike
riders need good judgment
and mature decision-making,
according to the American
Academy of Pediatrics. Kids
ages 9 to 12 should not be
operating any motorized ve-
hicle, the Consumer Products
Safety Commission says.

Instruct them on the use
of bike lanes and sidewalks,
safety in parking lots, speed
limits and how to handle
themselves at intersections.
I would observe them on the
road for a time.

And make them wear a
helmet. No helmet, no bike or
scooter.

Kids

Don’t give your friends
rides or let them drive your
e-bike or scooter.

Don’t wear headphones or
earbuds or talk on the phone.
Obey traffic signals and don’t
show off — no wheelies. If
you’re not supposed to be on
the sidewalk, don’t be on a
sidewalk.

And wear that helmet your
parents are making you wear.

Localities and schools

I hope more cities and
school districts will consid-
er restricting e-bikes and
e-scooters and not wait until a
child is severely injured. They
can be brought to school but
not ridden on school property.

If the vehicles are allowed,
the riders should be carefully
monitored to make sure they
wear helmets and are not rid-
ing recklessly.

When all is said and done,
though, I think the main re-
sponsibility for e-bike and
e-scooter safety lies with the
responsible adult in a child’s
life. It comes with the job.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg,
a Monson resident, is a reg-
istered nurse and board-cer-
tified patient advocate. She
is the author of several books
on advocacy and founder of
Nurse Advocate Entrepreneur,
which equips medical profes-
sionals with the knowledge
and skills to start their own
advocacy businesses. Contact
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com.
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OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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Art Squad Show at
South Hadley Library

SOUTH HADLEY—In
2016, after Liz Austin, Lu-
cia Foley, Abby Jaffe, and
Marion Pascone connected at
an art class in Easthampton,
they decided to get together
in their home town of South
Hadley to paint. They had no
idea that they’d still be meet-
ing once a week ten years
later.

The four South Hadley
artists work in different me-
dia and styles, but they all
agree that the time they’ve set
aside to be creative together
is now an important part of
their lives. Dubbed the “Art

Squad” by Abby’s husband,
Ken, soon after they began
working together, they’ve
adopted the name and enjoy
being part of “a small group
engaged in a common effort.”

Their show, Art Squad 4
x 10: Four Artists, Ten Years
celebrates a decade of finding
joy, inspiration, and lasting
friendship through making
art. Works in oil, watercolor,
acrylic, and mixed media will
be on display in the Commu-
nity Room at the South Had-
ley Public Library, 2 Canal
Street, from Thursday, Sept.
3 to Thursday, Oct. 29, 2026.

HCC announces Dean’s List
for Summer 2026 term

HOLYOKE - Each se-
mester Holyoke Community
College recognizes superi-
or scholarship through the
Dean’s List. A student is
placed on the Dean’s List if
their G.P.A. is 3.2 or high-
er. The students listed be-
low have earned Dean’s List
honors for the summer 2026
term.

Florence:

Kathryn Gesner, Sebas-
tian Alexander Pacheco,
Brayden Wyatt Steele.

Granby:

Brennan Thomas Burke,
Kaitlyn Elena Dwinell, Gary
Glenn, Isabelle Hommel.

Hadley:

Katelyn May Kelley,

Deibys Jossue Mora Quesa-

Ambherst: da, Bimal Patel.
Luis Cabral, Patrick Hen- South Hadley:
ry Monaghan. Jessica F. Plotniak, Jere-
my David Viens.
SECURITY from page 4 ture Citizens Foundation’s

ed with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration
or any other governmental
entity. This article is intended
for information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-

staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

South Hadley Falls
Redevelopment Fund
NOW AVAILABLE
Up to $50,000 Grants

Applications now being accepted for projects that
rehabilitate or redevelop blighted, abandoned,
vacant or underutilized properties in the Falls.
Priority projects include multifamily buildings,

commercial buildings, and mixed-use buildings.

Program guidelines: hitps://southhadley.org/
DocumentCenter/View/15218/Falls-
Redevelopment-Fund---Guidelines--Application

Applications are being accepted on a rolling basis and
funding will be provided on a first-come-first served
basis for eligible projects. Total funding available
is $50,000. Additional technical assistance will be
provided to align eligible projects with additional
funding to achieve program objectives.

For more information
contact: acapra@southhadleyma.gov
(413) 538-5030 x6128

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC!

Floyd Patterson
Friday, September 18th ~ 6-9 pm
All are welcome!

Wednesday Night

5-6:30 p.m. ~ weather permitting

Smoked BBQ Dinner
6:30pm
Bar Bingo

$1 per ticket ~ Winner takes all

7 Days A Week

Queen of Hearts
Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

We at the American Legion 325
want to wish everyone
a safe and happy summer
and we hope to see you all soon!

'AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325
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XBOX from page 1

“We had, many moons ago, a
very old Xbox 360 that was
donated by someone I know
and that’s how it got started.”

Roberts stated the pro-
gram has received iterative
updates since. New vid-
eo games and the consoles
used to run them are funded
by program friends, as well
as donated to the program.
Games are selected for the
youths through reference to
Entertainment Software Rat-
ing Board standards, which
are labeled on the game’s
cover to indicate the intend-
ed audience. Roberts said
chosen games couldn’t have
a rating higher than E-10,
which indicates the game is
age-appropriate for all audi-
ences ages 10 and up.

“I do games that are rated
E for everyone because my
teen programming starts in
middle school,” Roberts said.
“I don’t have all teenagers so
that way, it’s appropriate for
all middle schoolers and up.
I might do E-10 and up but
that’s as high as I go usually.”

According to Roberts, the
program has been ongoing
for at least eight or nine years,
a figure which makes it one of
the most consistent teen pro-
grams offered at the library.
The program coordinator stat-

ed the library also has a Nin-
tendo Switch, which is used
to offer diversity throughout
the month. As it stands both
X Box and Nintendo Switch
nights run parallel, with each
console featured on alternat-
ing week nights.

“I haven’t had luck with
that,” Roberts said when
asked if there has ever been
focused gaming nights, such
as tournaments or other struc-
tured events. “The kids, the
teens, seem to like to just
come and play with their
friends.”

Each month features four
game choices, which Roberts
switches up every month to
maintain interest. Outside of
the age-restricted parameters,
curated games are decided by
“what’s on the shelf” or what
the program coordinator has
requested through an inter-li-
brary loan. Choices are also
made based on circulation
trends as well as personal
requests from game night at-
tendees.

“Sometimes I'm like, oh
this is a game we haven’t done
before; let’s try this,” Roberts
said when asked about previ-
ously successful game nights.
“We just did one, Ultimate
Chicken Horse, I think is the
title. They all weren’t sure of
it, but the teens ended up real-
ly enjoying that one.”

BERE R E R m R W

’A’W. Support. Peace of Mind.

Sonic 3 was featured this night.

Despite running the game
nights, Roberts confessed she
really isn’t much of a gamer
herself but stated she had ex-
posure to the hobby through
her two brothers. She stated
though she has limited famil-
iarity with video games, she
nonetheless stated the pro-
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gram was based on popular
request.

“My younger brother is
more into gaming than I ever
was,” Roberts said. “But
again, it’s what the teens
wanted. So I have figured
it out just enough to make it
functional.”

Teen Program Coordinator Bethany Roberts and program
attendees.

Al in One Place. (D

—

Join us for an informative afternoon connecting
with local experts and services dedicated to
helping older adults and their families

live well today and plan for tomorrow.

TUESDAY
SEPTEMBER

2FM TO 6PM

MEET LOCAL VENDORS OFFERING:

Veteran services and benefits

Physical therapy and wellness programs
Care managers and care coordination
Rehab services and recovery support

% Enjoy

At Chicopee

- ® Financial planning and
retirement guidance

® Home care and in-home support

@ Community resources and more!

a tastwfz‘/wﬂwm&fwty&/!/

WITH REFRESHMENTS!
rne Arbors

Assisted Living Residential Communities

929 Memorial Drive
Chicopee, MA 01020

O RSVP 413-593-0088
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Foley takes over Tigers girls soccer

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—
Since taking over as the girls’
varsity soccer coach at South
Hadley High School in the
fall of 2017, Rich Marjanski
has put together an impres-
sive resume.

During the past nine years,
the Lady Tigers have won
five Western Mass. champi-
onship titles. They were also

Division 3 state champions in
2019 and the Division 4 state
finalists in 2023.

Marjanski, who has com-
piled a 144-30-8 overall re-
cord, decided to retire from
coaching following the 2025
campaign.

Molly Foley, who was
Marjanski’s assistant coach
last season, was recently
named as the new Lady Ti-
gers varsity soccer coach.

“I’ve known coach Mar-

janski and his family for a
long time,” said Foley during
arecent interview. “I was very
excited when he asked me to
become his assistant coach
last season. He told the play-
ers that he would be retiring
from coaching at the end of
the regular season. I do have
some big shoes to fill, but 'm
very glad that Marjanski is in
my corner. I’'m looking for-
ward to seeing him at some of
our games.”

Already knowing the re-
turning players should benefit
Foley a lot this fall.

“I already know what the
culture is here and I also know
the majority of the players,”
Foley said. “Coach Marjanski
had a great run here and his
system was very successful.
I won’t be changing things
very much. I just want the
girls to work very hard in ev-
ery game.”

The Lady Tigers are the

defending Western Mass.
Class B champions. They lost
to Littleton in the Elite 8 of
the Division 4 state tourna-
ment.

“Winning the Western
Mass. title was a great expe-
rience for the girls,” Foley
said. “They’re hungry and are
looking forward to winning
another Western Mass. title
this year. I'm very glad that
there is still a Western Mass.
tournament.”

Foley, who’s maiden name
is Burke, isn’t the only coach
in her family. Her husband,
James, is an assistant varsity
coach for the Tigers baseball
team, which is coached by his
uncle, Matt.

Molly Foley is very glad
that her soccer team will be
playing home games on the
turf field, especially after the
South Hadley residents re-

Please see TIGERS, page 7

State semifinalist Rams ready for New season

—

The Rams are pressured by the Agawam defense.

AGAWAM - Granby
High School girls soccer
started out its preseason with
a scrimmage at Agawam last
Wednesday afternoon. A
short distance away less than
ayear ago, Granby engaged in

a phenomenal matchup in the
state semifinals with Monson
at Clark Field in West Spring-
field. Granby lost that match-
up, but is looking to make it
back to the state tournament
again this year. The Rams

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

opened the sea-
son earlier this
week at home
against Hamp-
shire  Regional.
The Rams travel to
Southwick on Sept. 11

8% 4
9

Granby
advances
_the ball up
the field.

at4 p.m. They are back
home on Monday, Sept.
14 against Pittsfield at 4
p-m.

The Rams and Browmes clashed in

preseason action.

The Rams were involved in
a preseason scrimmage at
Agawam last week.

field.

The Rams try to keep play on the offensive end of the

'\

Castonguay departs
South Hadley for
Minnechaug AD position

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—
Eric Castonguay has been
the fulltime Athletic Di-

‘ﬁ:ﬁ’ rector at South Hadley

for the past seven years.

He was also a physical
education teacher at the high
school prior to that.

Castonguay wasn’t plan-
ning on leaving South Had-
ley High School this year.
His plans changed when the
Athletic Director position at
Minnechaug Regional unex-
pectedly opened during the
summer.

“This would’ve been my
20th year working at South
Hadley High School,” said
Castonguay during a recent
interview. “I’ve been work-
ing here since I've graduat-
ed college. I never thought
about leaving, but I think
going to Minnechaug was the
best opportunity for me and
my family. I’'m a loyal person
and it was a very difficult de-
cision to make.”

Castonguay is going to
replace Steve Burndrett as
the Minnechaug Athletic Di-
rector. Burndrett is the new
Athletic Director at Lynn-
field High School.

Castonguay replaced
Tad Desautels as the A.D. at
South Hadley High School.

“At that time, Tad decided
to go back to teaching, and I
replaced him as the Athletic
Director,” said Castonguay,
who graduated from Spring-
field College. “We were also
neighbors, so he was very
helpful to me. He showed me
all the little things about the
position. I'm going to help

the new South Hadley Ath-
letic Director for a couple of
weeks before I move over to
Minnechaug.”

All the Western Massa-
chusetts Athletic Directors
work very closely with each
other.

“We do work very closely
with each other,” Castonguay
said. “My mentor was Dave
Stratton, who was the Athlet-
ic Director at Agawam High
School. I learned a lot from
him.”

Since Castonguay is now
a veteran AD, he has provid-
ed guidance to Dylan Dubuc,
who’s the Athletic Director
at Granby High School and
Kevin McNeill, who’s the
Athletic Director at Belcher-
town High School.

Castonguay was also the
boys’ soccer coach at South
Hadley. During his final sea-
son on the sideline, the Tigers
captured the 2022 Division 4
state title.

“Since the postseason for-
mat changed five years ago,
our varsity teams have played
in the Western Mass. finals a
total of 16 times. We’ve won
six or seven Western Mass.
titles,” Castonguay said. “We
have eleven varsity teams.
This is a sports town and I'm
certainly going miss watch-
ing the student athletes com-
pete in their different sports.
I’m also going to a big sports
town.”

From the fall season to the
spring season, South Hadley
High School has some of the
best varsity coaches in West-
ern Massachusetts.

Please see CASTONGUAY,
page 7

Dirt Dogs take Pioneer Valley champlonshlp

SOUTH HADLEY - On
Aug. 22 at Beachgrounds Park,
after trailing earlier in the game,
the Dirt Dogs came back to defeat the
Knights 7-5 to sweep a best-of-three
game championship series to win the
Pioneer Valley Baseball League’s title
for 2026. This was the first year of Pio-
neer’s merger with the Quabbin Valley
Baseball League. The merger included
the addition of the Blue Jays to bring
the league to six teams. The Dirt
Dogs had Pioneers best record of
19-2 in the regular season and the
Dirt Dogs went on to win five con-

secutive games in the double
elimination playoffs. The
Knights went
16-4 in the
regular sea-

Please see

DOGS, Andres Conde delivers a pitch for the Knights.

page 7

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
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Tom Burzynsk| leads off flrst base.

Pete Moulin sends a pitch away for
the Dirt Dogs.

Tory Buck takes a swing and fouls
off a pitch.
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jected the Proposition 2.5
override last spring.

“There was a lot of stress
and thankfully everything
worked out well for this
year,” she said. “I think it
would be very difficult if
South Hadley High School
didn’t have athletics.”

Foley graduated from
Palmer High School in 2011
where she played soccer,
basketball and softballl. Her
high school soccer coach was
Nick Marciano.

“I learned a lot from
coach Marciano and he was a
great coach,” she said. “I had
a memorable experience in
high school.”

Foley also graduated
from Westfield State Univer-
sity and began her coaching
career as the assistant soc-
cer coach at Chicopee High
School under varsity coach
Ashley Ziemba.

“I began my coaching
career right out of college,”
Foley said. “I learned a lot
from coach Ziemba and it
was a very good experience
for me.”

After spending three sea-
sons at Chicopee High, Foley
was named as the girls’ var-
sity coach at Holyoke High
School. She’s also coached
the girls’ varsity soccer team
at Chicopee Comp.

“My second year at Holy-
oke was the COVID season,”
Foley said. “We had a short-
ened season. We were put in
a very difficult pod, and it
was very hard on the kids.”

Comp qualified for the
Division 2 state tournament
in the two years that Foley
was the head coach.

“My two years at Comp
was successful,” Foley said.”
The postseason format is
much different now than
when I was in high school,
but I do like it. It gives more
teams the opportunity to play
in the postseason tourna-
ment.”

The Lady Tigers, who fin-
ished with a 13-8-1 overall
record last year, are sched-
uled to kick off the 2026
regular season by hosting
Kurty-Fielding Conference
rival Ludlow at 4pm on Sep-
tember 8.

“We beat Ludlow, 1-0, on
our senior night last year,”
Foley said. “I’m very excited
about facing them again in
our season opener.”

The other members of
Kurty-Fielding Confer-
ence are West Springfield,
Northampton, Chicopee
Comp, and Agawam.

The Lady Tigers senior
co-captains are Mikayla
Weaver and Cara Dean, who
were both captains a year
ago.

CASTONGUAY from page 6

The three new South
Hadley varsity coaches this
fall are Molly Foley, who
coaches the girls’ soccer
team, Byron Joy, who coach-
es the boys soccer team,
and Maddie Kelleher, who
coaches the girls volleyball
team. All of them were assis-
tant coaches.

Castonguay will become
the fourth Athletic Direc-
tor at Minnechaug Regional
since 1995. The other two
Minnechaug Athletic Direc-
tors were Ned Doyle, and
Mike Roy, who was also an
AD at South Hadley High
School.

Minnechaug and South
Hadley do compete against
each other in golf, girls’ bas-
ketball, and on the softball
diamond.

The atmosphere for bas-
ketball games at the South
Hadley Gymnasium is a lot

different than it is at the larg-
er Minnechaug gym.

“We’ve had some mem-
orable basketball games in
this gym over the years. The
fans are right on the court,”
Castonguay said. “I’ve had
other AD’s tell me they liked
the atmosphere here. I don’t
usually go to road games, so
I never realized how special
the gym is. This community
certainly loves basketball.”

The Lady Tigers are the
defending Division 4 state
champions.

Castonguay has worked
very well with Andrew Rog-
ers, who’s the Director of
the South Hadley Recreation
Department.

The Director of the Wil-
braham Recreation Depart-
ment is Bryan Litz.

Castonguay is looking
forward to continuing the
winning tradition at Min-
nechaug Regional High
School.

DOGS
from page 6

son and were defeated in win-
ner’s bracket of the playoffs

by the Dirt Dogs. They would

go on to beat the Wolves 2-1 in
11 innings in the elimination
final to make it to the cham-
pionship series for a rematch
with the Dirt Dogs. The Dirt

Dogs won the champion-

ship opener 18-4 at Mack-
enzie Stadium in Holyoke
on Aug. 18. Pioneer will
have a four-team fall
league for the first time,
which begins on Sept.

(5]
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the clinical data of the attack.

Bonanno’s perspective was
unique, as he was already re-
tired from firefighting before
being plunged back into the
fire. The veteran already sub-
mitted his retirement papers
after 21 years of service and
completed a cooking course to
receive his chef’s certificate.
When he returned to the pre-
cinct on the fateful day, he was
actually there to promote his
latest healthy firefighter cook-
book through a television deal
with WB11.

“I did several longer TV
appearances,” Bonanno said.
“In August, they asked me if I
would do a live TV segment for
WBI11 at my firehouse, our last
destination for presentations.”

The appearance was de-
layed several times before the
shoot was scheduled for a fire-
house in Manhattan, a location
familiar to him having worked
a portion of his career in the re-
gion at Lot 5. The shoot was
reallocated to Lot 5 on the
morning of September 11th
with a pickup at 5am to beat the
morning traffic.

“I arrived around 6 a.m. at
Lot 3,” Bonanno said. “I met
the host of WB11, Barry Hock.
He’s a well-known morning
host. I was in uniform with
gear and I went in to meet the
members of Lot 3; several who
I knew through my brother.”

Bonanno described the
crew as “anxious to be on TV”
and expressed apprehension
in being filmed. He stated the
live shoot was underway at
6:45 a.m. after the firefighters
settled, with a second segment
at 7:45 am. The host created
his favorite pasta dish while
Bonanno worked a second
dish. Both dishes were sent to
the street for a random passer-
by taste test.

“Lot 3 actually had a few
early runs but nothing of con-
sequence in quick return,”
Bonanno said. “And those
few runs, the TV crew, as you
can see in the pictures, thought
it was a great opportunity to
catch a few of us live down the
hall. Because it was live, sev-
eral of the firefighters were on
their cell phones, calling home
to get their kids and families up
to see their dads on TV.”

Throughout the presenta-
tion, Bonanno humanized the
crew. He recalled how his at-
tempts to help clean up after
the shoot were declined, as
probationary firefighter James
Cory-Lewis stated “our guests
don’t do the dishes.”

“Listen, I wasn’t a guest but
I relented,” Bonanno said. “I
let him wash my supplies and
dry the dishes. He told me how
lucky he felt to be assigned to
this firehouse.”

Bonanno also recalled how
much of an honor it was to
meet Captain Patrick Brown,
who he described as “legend-

ary” and a “highly decorated
firefighter.” The captain invit-

ed him to stay at the firechouse
to wait out traffic after Bonan-
no was informed the Bronx
car service tasked with picking
him up was delayed. However,
there was another car service
poised to pick him up. Despite
prodding from the local station
to stay and wait out the traffic,
Bonanno decided to go instead.

“All the firefighters were
pulling me into the kitchen tell-
ing me to stay, but I have to call
it fate or divine intervention,”
Bonanno said. “I said ‘thanks
but you know what? T’ll deal
with the traffic and I'll just stay
home.””

When the North Tower was
hit at 8:46 a.m., he was already
on his way home. However,
after having the driver turn on
the radio and learning about the
attack, he asked instead to be
driven back to the Queens-Mid-
town tunnels. However, due to
the tunnels being closed due to
“security purposes,” he instead
was consigned to a “long drive
home.”

“Upon returning home there
were several concerned calls
on my answering machine
and they kept coming all day,”
Bonanno said. “I went over
to my sister’s office where my
brother was staying and I said
‘Michael, I can’t watch this.
I’'m going back in to help.””

Bonanno returned to the
scene and witnessed a “pile of
smoking rubble, fire trucks and
overturned police cars.” Volun-
teering to help with the after-
math, he sprung into action and
was handed a “missing list” of
people lost in the cataclysm. On
his journey to rescue people, he
came across a terrible discovery.

“We were horrified when
we saw that the first third of
the Lot 3 truck was completely
crushed, almost to the ground,”
Bonanno said. “I asked the
conductor ‘what about the fire-
fighters from Lot 37” I was told
all 12 were killed in the col-
lapse. In the months to come,
I found out that only two of the
12 firefighters I was with that
morning were recovered.”

Despite the somber presen-
tation, Bonanno encouraged the
audience to keep the charitable
spirit alive as they remembered
the tragedy. He recalled how
the whole world came togeth-
er in community and grief to
help each other. He urged the
audience to keep the communal
spirit alive and stated to also
never forget how people were
in the following weeks after the
catastrophe.

“’Never forget,” Bonanno
said. “What I say is remember
the way you felt in those weeks
afterwards; donating money
and helping out. It was amaz-
ing. I'd like the audience to
think about that for a minute.
When you have an issue with
somebody, think about how in
those weeks afterwards, how
you felt like you wanted to help
wherever you could, however
you could.”

EED)
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Photography from the 1993 World Trade Center bombing.

on

9/11/01

=
Bl

A depiction of the World Trade Center attack.

Zonta Club offering fun golf day

BELCHERTOWN - Join members
of the Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley on
Sept. 12 for a fun day on the links at Cold
Spring Country Club in Belchertown and
be a champion for women and girls. The
$120 registration includes golf, cart, pas-
tries/coffee, snacks, box lunch, beverages,
prizes and more. If you aren’t a golfer, you
can donate a raffle prize or sponsor a hole.

Registration starts at 7:30 a.m., with
a shotgun starts at 8:30 a.m. Registra-

ed to Mary Kn

trafficking, while
justice, education

tion form and link are at www.Zon-
taQV.org/golf. Questions can be direct-

Your support directly funds scholarships
and grants that empower women and girls
to overcome challenges and achieve their
full potential. We’
marriage, domestic violence, and human

decision-making positions.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

ight at 413-219-8260.

re working to end child

also supporting climate
equality, and women in

ERVICE DIRECTOR

To advertise on this page call the Town Reminder at 283-8393

ELECTRICIAN :

GAGNON ELECTRIC . LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
All Types Of Electrical Work. . AND LANDSCAPING
Fully Insured. : Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, @@ m
All Work Fully Guaranteed . Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A . Irrigation. Insured
533-8867 TN C 534-1002 TFN B USI N E S
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

2021 QUALITY
CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions:
18'Lx8.5’Hx10.5’'W. Previously owned by
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza.
For more information call
413-289-1211.

ESTATE SALE

MILL POND ESTATES,
THORNDIKE, MA 01079
Michael Drive.
Community-wide tag sale,
9am-4pm,

Sept 12. & Sept. 13,
rain or shine.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watch-
es, military cameras, sports
memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting,
advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment,
toys, one item or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany.

Call John at (413)206-6509.

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

41 3.531 .1 936 MA License #8101A1.
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
HOME
ARA JUNK
FURNITURE IMPROVEMENT
REMOVAL

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

A B Hauling and

Removal Service

2x*xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectriclic.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HELP WANTED:
General maintenance. Good pay.
413-297-1513, Les.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Oakham
is seeking a dependable individual
to serve as a
PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
for the Oakham Town Hall and Library.
Position Details:
* Approximately 5-7 hours per week
* $20.35 per hour
* Responsible for general cleaning and
custodial duties at the Town Hall
and Library
Interested candidates should email
admin@oakham-ma.gov
for further information and town
employment application.
The Town of Oakham is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

FRIDAY AT NOON
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GREAT VALUE!
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September 11, 2026

Call us at 413.283.8393

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING
Part-Time Custodian

The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for
the position of custodian. Duties include
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming,
and mopping floors, cleaning windows,
taking out trash and restocking supplies.
Part-time, non-benefited, $17.50 per hour,
12 hours per week.

Job applications can be found on the Town
of Ware website https://www.townof-
ware.com under Human Resources, at
the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
cation or resume to resumes@townof-
ware.com. AA/EOCE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

&

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!
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GRANBY from page 1

port.

On the West Street build-
ing project, he reported that
the town has asked IT ven-
dor Entree to revise its pro-
posal after finding that labor
costs were out of scale with
hardware pricing. At the
same time, a previous as-
sumption that security firm
Ratcliffe was on the state
bid list proved incorrect. A
competing firm, Oakers, has
now been identified as both
eligible and lower cost for
cameras, entry controls and
cable pulls.

Those adjustments are in-
tended to keep the project on
track without overcommit-
ting limited capital dollars.

The Board of Assessors
is moving to advertise for a
Director of Assessments, a
position officials say is need-
ed to strengthen the town’s
ability to manage the tax base
and stay ahead of neighbor-
ing communities on growth
and compliance.

Aponte explained that if
a qualified candidate is hired
during the current fiscal year,
the town would likely rely
on municipal fund transfers
beginning May 1 to cover
any shortfall in the asses-
sors’ budget, using positive
variances in other accounts.
Longer term, he said the hire
would be evaluated during
the FY28 budget cycle, with
the expectation that im-
proved assessment capacity
could support local revenues
over time.

The board also formal-
ized the Senior Tax Work-Off
Program Committee, build-
ing on a program previously
adopted at Town Meeting
that allows eligible seniors
and veterans to earn relief on
their property tax bills.

The committee will in-
clude the Council on Aging
director, Veterans’ Services
officer, a member of the
Board of Assessors, the town
administrator and an at-large
resident 60 or older, with the
at-large seat to be advertised
and filled later.

Aponte emphasized that
the program is targeted at
older residents struggling to

stay in their homes despite
rising taxes.

“Someone might be house
rich and cash poor,” he said.
“So obviously, once you're
retired, the cash flow starts to
generally dry up a little bit.
Taxes generally do not.”

The town has already re-
ceived two applications from
potential participants and
will now focus on recruiting
the at-large committee mem-
ber and encouraging depart-
ments to identify appropriate
work opportunities, primarily
office and clerical tasks.

In other infrastructure-re-
lated news, Fire Chief Evan
Briant reported that Granby
has secured a $60,000 state
earmark for radios, offsetting
a capital article previously
passed at Town Meeting.

“We did get an ear
mark... through the radios...
for 60,000,” he said.

Aponte noted that this
creates a positive variance
in the corresponding capital
account, adding a small mea-
sure of flexibility as the town
juggles competing capital
needs, including the dam.

Separately, the building
inspector met with an ISO
(Insurance Services Office)
analyst to review local codes
and practices that affect fire
and building insurance rat-
ings townwide. Aponte said
the session appeared to go
well, with results expected in
a few weeks.

Aponte told the board that
resident Eleanor White has
expressed interest in a bocce
court at Dufresne Park, and
that he expects a formal re-
quest for discussion.

He added that such a
project could potentially be
combined with previously
discussed pickleball courts
under a future state park
grant, which typically re-
quires the town to front the
full cost at Town Meeting
and then receive partial reim-
bursement. Last year’s pro-
gram reimbursed about two-
thirds of eligible expenses.

Officials cautioned that
timing and cash flow would
have to be managed carefully,
particularly while the town
continues to chase funding
for larger-scale needs such as
Forge Pond Dam.
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TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF HYBRID
PUBLIC HEARING
New Duplex — 144 East St

The Planning Board will
hold a hybrid public hearing on
September 28, 2026 at 6:30
PM to consider an application
for Special Permit filed by Aya
Custom Homes Inc. c/o Andrew
Bazukin; 40 King St, Westfield,
MA 01085; for the construction
of a new duplex located at 144
East St, Map 35 Parcel 28. The
application is being filed pur-
suant to South Hadley Zoning
Bylaw Chapter 255 Article IX
(Special Permit); and the Zoning
Use and Dimensional Regulation
Schedules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/87080974078?p-
wd=Z5m7WPu6vTOirbmQ-
S9YrHdNmarGTIJ.1
Or join by phone: +1 (309) 205
3325 Webinar ID: 870 8097
4078 Passcode: 600596

The subject property is cur-
rently an undeveloped lot within
the Residential A-1 Zoning Dis-
trict. The application filing seeks
to allow construction of a new
residential duplex.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6)
in Town Hall and is posted at
www.southhadley.org on the
Planning Department page un-
der ‘Permit Applications’- ‘Spe-
cial Permit’ under section ‘East
Street (144) - Duplex’ or can be
viewed at: https://southhadley.
org/1181/Special-Permits. Any
person interested in, or wishing
to be heard, should appear/join
the hearing at the time and in the
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board
09/11, 09/18/2026

TOWN OF
SOUTH HADLEY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

The Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public meeting
pursuant to the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act and the Local Wetlands
Bylaw to consider a Request for
Determination filed by Michael
Williams proposing re-vege-
tation and minor site improve-
ments within the 200’ riverfront
area of Buttery Brook. The proj-
ect location is located at 28 Hill-
side Av (Map 16, Parcel 177).

The hearing will be held on
Wednesday, September 23 at
6pm virtually. Login informa-
tion will be provided with the
posted agenda on the Town web-
site.

A copy of the request is on
file in the Conservation Com-
mission office, Room U6, in the

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section
will run in your community newspapers.
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" YOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIQ)

o
'gie @ 413-433-4007, ol
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L egal Notices

Town Hall, and is available to the
public for inspection between
the hours of 8:30 AM to 4:00
PM Mon — Thurs. Plans are also
available online at www.south-
hadley.org/603/Project-Plans.
Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard should appear at
the time and place designated.
April Doroski
Conservation Chair
09/11/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public meeting
pursuant to the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act and the Local Wetlands
Bylaw to consider a Request
for Determination filed Renata
Legowski proposing to address
re-vegetation within the 50 con-
servation zone of an intermittent
stream. The project location is
at the rear of the property at 49
Westbrook (Map 37, Parcel 67).

The hearing will be held on
Wednesday, September 23 at
6pm virtually. Login informa-
tion will be provided with the
posted agenda on the Town web-
site.

A copy of the request is on
file in the Conservation Com-
mission office, Room U6, in the
Town Hall, and is available to the
public for inspection between
the hours of 8:30 AM to 4:00
PM Mon — Thurs. Plans are also
available online at www.south-
hadley.org/603/Project-Plans.

Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard should appear at
the time and place designated.

April Doroski
Conservation Chair
09/11/2026

TOWN OF
SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF HYBRID
PUBLIC HEARING

Flag Lot — 134 Ferry Street

The Planning Board will hold
a hybrid public hearing on Sep-
tember 28, 2026 at 6:30 pm. to
consider an application for Spe-
cial Permit filed by LCR Build-
ers c/o Leah Spring and Cory
Whelihan; 84 Hadley Street,
South Hadley MA 01075; for
the development of a Flag Lot
located at 134 Ferry Street, Map
35 Parcel 18. The application
is being filed pursuant to South
Hadley Zoning Bylaw Chapter
255 Article IX (Special Permit),
255-35 (Water Supply Protection
District), 255-36 (Flag lots), and
the Zoning Use and Dimensional
Regulation Schedules.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of

the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/87080974078?
pwd=Z5m7WPu6vTOirbmQ-
S9YrHdNmarGTIJ.1

Or join by phone: +1 (309)
205 3325 Webinar ID: 870 8097
4078 Passcode: 600596

The subject property is within
the Residential A-1 and Agricul-
tural Zoning Districts, and with-
in the Water Supply Protection
Overlay District. The subject
property includes an existing
Sigle-Family Home, and the ap-
plication filing proposes the cre-
ation of a new Flag Lot for the
purpose of constructing a new
Single-Family Home.

The application is on file in
the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6) in
Town Hall and is posted at www.
southhadley.org on the Planning
Department page under ‘Permit
Applications’- ‘Special Permit’
under section ‘Ferry Street
(134) - Flag Lot’ or can be
viewed at: https://southhadley.
org/1181/Special-Permits. Any
person interested in, or wishing
to be heard, should appear/join
the hearing at the time and in the
manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board
09/11, 09/18/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate
and Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Hampshire Division
Docket No. HS26P0563EA
Estate of: Patricia L Gloster
Date of Death: May 25, 2026

INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Thomas
M. Gloster of Ovid, NY

Thomas M. Gloster of
Ovid, NY has been informal-
ly appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the
bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not
required to be filed with the
Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal
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Representative and can petition
the Court in any matter relating
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of
administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court
to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers
of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

09/11/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH
HADLEY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING

The Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing
pursuant to the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act and the Local Wetlands
Bylaw to consider a request for
the re-build of an existing dilap-
idated single family home at 87
River Road. The proposed work
is in the outer Riverfront Area
only. All work is within existing
lawn, driveway and similar dis-
turbed and degraded area. (Map
21 Lot 17).

The hearing will be held on
September 23 at 6pm virtually.
Login information will be pro-
vided with the posted agenda on
the Town website.

A copy of the request is on
file in the Conservation Com-
mission office, Room U6, in the
Town Hall, and is available to the
public for inspection between
the hours of 8:30 AM to 4:00
PM Mon - Thurs. Plans are also
available online:
www.southhadley.org/603/Project-Plans.

Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard should appear at
the time and place designated.

April Doroski
Conservation Chair
09/11/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

TOWN OF HARDW
HIGHWAY WORKING FO’I?E(MAN

Health Director
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RECORDS from page 1

the state of Massachusetts.
Called the Digital Common-
wealth, the program uploads
important historical records
to the internet for preserva-
tion and makes them publicly
accessible through the Digital
Commonwealth website.

“It would really open wide
a lot of the archives and his-
torical collections across the
state,” Rodio said in praise of
the initiative.

The collection contains a
myriad of different historical
data and legal documents,
which includes land deeds,
indenture contracts, payment
receipts and business transac-
tion records covering a wide
range of industries, including
farms and tradesmen. Rodio
listed some of the histori-
cal records in its possession,

which included postcards, ar-
chives from the South Hadley
Canal Park Committee and
photographs provided by the
Scott Family.

“Documents really shed a
light on South Hadley’s early
years,” Rodio said. “As we
started to put these togeth-
er, we realized that we had
something. It helped really
give some insight into the first
hundred years or so of South
Hadley’s existence.”

The collection also con-
tains records from the Revo-
lutionary War. Several docu-
ments include muster records
from local minuteman regi-
ments from 1755, as well as
a 1759 tax bill sent on behalf
of the British crown to the
local colonists. The official
demand for payment floated
from the colonial governor to
the town even contained the
words “in the 33rd year of the
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i VETE RANS DAY SALUTE h
E] Town Remmder ~ November 5, 2026
i I
- Town Remmder will be salutlng our local Veterans :;”1. '
(from all wars and branches, including |

. honoring deceased veterans), reservists, . ;.’ i
i | active duty U.S. Military members. = [l

3! .‘E Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
_ | or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown
g by email to jamie @ turley.com or drop off a photo to

Town Reminder,

il I 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 ' i
All photos will be returned.

ERIT a2

Please submit your photo no later than Ll i
' r1,'F. Monday, October 27, 2026. '

g I 18

.| There is no cost to submit a photo.
LN No photos will be accepted after deadline.
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TOWN Reminder

reign of our Sovereign Lord
George the Second of Great

Britain” to contextualize the
times.
“Demanding tax pay-

ment from South Hadley in
the name of King George the
Second is tangible evidence
where you can see local ev-
idence of taxation without
representation,” Rodio said.

“Early South Hadley” is
the fourth digital documenta-
tion collection curated by the
South Hadley Public Library.
The curation has been in the
works for “about a year” after
the town identified collected
material possessed by both
the South Hadley Public Li-
brary and the Gaylord Memo-
rial Library.

“We’ve worked with them
in the past,” Rodio said as he
referenced the library’s previ-
ous partnership with the Bos-
ton Public Library, as well as

September 11, 2026

the partnership’s significance
in preserving local history.
“We also worked with them
to digitize a document from
the South Hadley First Con-
gregational Church, which is
now online. It’s part of our li-
brary’s strategic plan. It’s one
of our service priorities we’ve
identified.”

Those interested in view-
ing the archives may ac-
cess the uploaded records at
https://www.digitalcommon-
wealth.org/collections/com-
monwealth:7s75pn22n.  As
historical conservation is part
of South Hadley’s town mas-
ter plan, Rodio suspects there
will be far more additions to
the record in the months to
follow.

“It’s a role we take seri-

urley photos by en Hernandez
Library Director Joe Rodio shows off some of the I|brary (3
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An Abstract from Colonel Ruggles
Woodbridge for the South Hadley

The collection incldes histor.ical mas of the region.

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!!! You
Ring
We
Town 213 South Street, Holyoke Bring

SOUTH HADLEY 41 3.532.6666

WE DELIVER!

Best

rze Holyoke Pizza

@Two Large Pizzas, @ Ten Wings @ Two 16” Grinders
1 Topping Each with French Fries with Bag of Chips
& 2 Liter Soda & Can of Soda

$33.50 +Tax $1799 +Tax $25.99 +Tax

FOOTBALL SEASON IS BACK!!!

) One Large Z) One Party Size One
1 Topping Pizza, Cheese Pizza, Party Size
10 Buffalo Wings & 20 Buffalo Wings Pizza w/
& 2 Liter Soda & 2 Liter Soda 3 Toppings

$32. 99 +Tax $44.50 +Tax $29. 99 +Tax
[N
( @ DAILY SPECIALS

(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 ..... $8.95
Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda ......cccce........
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda........cccivivccceeaanans
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda.....cccc.........
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ......cccceeeeeoo...
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda......
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda..

Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda .....c............. $15.50
10” Cheese PIZZA ... ccvee e s $8.95 Fach Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda................ $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda.........cccccveveeeet $10.99

@Large 1 Topping Pizza,
Small Cheese Calzone,

@ 8” Grinder or Pita @ One Large
Pocket with Fries & 2 Topping Pizza &
FREE Can of Soda  FREE 2 Liter Soda 2 Liter Soda &

$14.25.1ax $23.99 .1ax 10 Wings $43.50 +7ax

@)One Large 1 Topping Pizza, @’One Medium 1 Topping Pizza,
20 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda 10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$40. 99 +Tax $30. 99 +Tax
Clipless Coupons — Order By Number

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE
www.holyokepizza.com




