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UMass Five’s Jim Wage and Kelley Jewell pose with their team.

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY - The
annual Sea to Shore clean-
up took place at the Beach-
grounds Park on Sept. 18.
Volunteers of all ages flocked
to the riverside to aid in trash
cleanup and to ensure the
Connecticut River region
was available for generations
to come.

“It’s a river cleanup that
happens all throughout the
Connecticut River water-
shed,” said Connecticut Riv-
er Conservancy Events and
Outreach Coordinator Aman-
da Major. “All 310 miles
plus tributaries. We have over
140 groups going out, lead by
group leaders who are volun-
teers, and this is one of our

140 events this year.”

Major mentioned this
event marked the 30th year
of the event, which was facil-
itated by efforts from the the
Town of South Hadley. The
event mobilized South Had-
ley High School students,
Umass Five College Credit
Union representatives and
town administrative staff to
unite with the purpose of re-
moving trash from the area.

“They’re really excited to
be part of something greater
than themselves,” Major said
as she referenced the throngs
of high school students be-
hind her. “We’re cleaning
our river, making our waters
healthier so that we have
beauty and kind of healthy

Please see GLEAN UP, page 5
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Connecticut River Conservancy Events and Outreach
Coordinator Amanda Major and Town of South Hadley
Conservation Administrator Rebekah Cornell.

Chamber hosts
‘Meet and Greet’
for representative

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Boathouse Restaurant in
South Hadley was host to a
meet and greet which recog-
nized local officials, celebrat-
ed community partnerships
and championed Represen-
tative Homar Gomez’s ac-
complishments in office.
Catering provided by the
restaurant included glazed
meat skewers, fried mac and
cheese bites, spring rolls and
bruschetta.

President of the South
Hadley and Granby Chamber
of Commerce Steven Laplan-
te introduced the state repre-
sentatives State Senator Jake
Oliveira, Second Hampden
District State Representative
Brian Ashe and Representa-
tive Homar Gomez. Notable

elected officials also in atten-
dance included South Hadley
Selectboard Clerk Priscilla
Marion, Regional Director
of Office of US Senator Ed
Markey Jesse Lederman,
Easthampton Mayor Salem
Derby and Granby Select
Board member Mark Bail.
Easthampton City Council
members were also present
to show their support.

During his speech, Sen-
ator Oliveira took a moment
to recognize the Boathouse
Restaurant staff members
and called the restaurant “a
great place to have dinner” as
well as a “great place to grab
adrink.” Prior to introducing
Representative Gomez, he
took a moment to acknowl-
edge elected officials who
were in the room.

Please see MEET, page 10

Submitted photo
Representative Homar Gomez and State Senator Jake Oliveira.

Granby COA receives new director

Submitted photos

Front shot of the Granby Senior Center, which is also the Council on Aging building.

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - The Granby
Council on Aging has a new
director. An experienced out-
reach coordinator in Older
Adult Services with a long
history in case management,
Lauren Hannigan took the
position because she loved
Granby’s “small-town com-
munity feel.”

“I spent the last eight years
in Hadley,” Hannigan said. “I
also really loved what I did
with seniors, or older adults,
and it was important to me
that I could continue. Gran-
by seemed like a really great
community, so that’s why I
chose it.”

Hannigan stated Granby
really loves and appreciates

their senior center,
while also wanting
the building to be
a “vibrant place.”
Older adults,
Hannigan stated,
brought a vast array
of knowledge to the
community.

“It’s really im-
portant that the
space is theirs, that
they are able to
come here for so-
cialization, for programming
and for meals,” Hannigan
said. “It’s just a really great
place.”

Just a month into the po-
sition, Hannigan has already
hit the floor running. She’s
in the works of planning an
upcoming Oktoberfest, com-
plete with music and food, as

Lauren Hannigan

well as a vaccine
clinic  scheduled
for October. She
also has a hand in
the local senior
center newsletter,
which is slated for
an October release
as well.

“This is my
first time acting as
a director,” Han-
nigan said. “So I
feel like I'm going
to learn as I go.”

This is not to say she
doesn’t have extensive expe-
rience in executive adminis-
tration. A seasoned outreach
and transportation coordi-
nator in Hadley, she was re-

Please see DIRECTOR,
page 5

Friends of Granby’s Elderly
host annual fall picnic

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - The annual
Friends of Granby’s Elderly
Picnic was held at Dufresne
Park on Sept. 17. The event
served box lunches complete
with a ham or turkey sand-
wich, a bag of chips, potato
salad and a brownie. Addi-
tional refreshments served
were canned soda, bottled
water, watermelon slices and
an assortment of cookies for

Flowers from the Chinese Raffle.

dessert.

“We work hand in hand
with the Council on Aging to
do events like this picnic and
the concert series in the sum-
mer,” said Friends of Gran-
by’s Elderly Vice-Chairman
Don Lindsay. “We are ded-
icated to serving the senior
citizens of Granby.”

Don became aware of the
organization, which is sepa-
rate from the Granby Council
on Aging, due to his affilia-
tion with the senior center.

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

He began as a volunteer help-
ing once a week with lunch
service and calling bingo
twice a month. To him, being
a part of FOGE means to be a
part of something greater.

“It means community,
outreach,” Don said. “It
means taking care of people
my same age. Having a place
to socialize, having meetings,
having things like this.”

The picnic marks one of
the last events hosted by his
organization for the year.
The last event involves send-
ing Christmas cards to every
senior citizen in town, an ini-
tiative which remains anoth-
er proud tradition within the
organization’s over 40 year
history.

“We had our 40th anniver-
sary three to four years ago,”
Don said. “So I'd like to get
another 40 in.”

“We get a nice turnout,”
said FOGE Chairman Ron
Richard. “It’s nice to do
something for the people of
Granby, for the seniors.”

The recent president
took the reins from former
president Gloria Vivier, who
stepped down voluntarily,
citing age as her reason for
resignation. The organiza-
tion, according to Ron, was
founded back around 1982 as
a nonprofit. The organization

Please see PICNIC, page 3
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Quabbin Visitor Center
lists upcoming programs

BELCHERTOWN - The
Les and Terry Campbell
Quabbin Visitor Center, 100
Winsor Dam Road, announc-
es the schedule for upcoming
programs.

All ages are welcome. All
programs are free, but regis-
tration is required; outdoor
programs are limited to 25
people.

Please dress appropriately
for the weather and bring wa-
ter and snacks. Please wear
appropriate  footwear and
protect yourself against ticks.

Dogs are not allowed any-
where at the Quabbin Reser-
VOIr.

Follow link to register or
visit https://www.mass.gov/
locations/quabbin-reservoir/
events

Exploring Dana Common

Explore the Road to Dana
Common on Sunday, Sept. 26
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at Gate
40 (Route 32A).

The old foundations,
stone walls, and shade trees
of Dana Common will trans-
port you to the past as you
explore Quabbin’s unique
history. This 3.6 mile moder-
ate round-trip hike will intro-
duce you to some of the nota-
ble residents of Dana as you
discover what life was like in
the Swift River Valley over a
hundred years ago. Photos il-
lustrating Quabbin’s past will
bring Dana to life before your
eyes.

Ware River Bridge Series:
South

The Ware River Bridge
Series: Rail Trail South, will
be held on Tuesday, Sept. 29
from 11 am.-1 p.m., with
parking at the Ware River
Rail Trail, 300 Granger Road
Barre, then carpooling to
starting point for a 1.8 mile
easy hike.

There are many old bridge
sites in the Ware River water-
shed. Most no longer have the
actual bridges, but you can
still see the shape of the land
that supported the bridge, and
often also stonework from the
bridge abutments.

This walk will begin at
one such site and travel to
another, both on the beauti-
ful Burnshirt River. The hike
passes the historic Riverside
Cemetery.

Soapstone Mountain Hike

This scenic Soapstone
Mountain hike will begin at
Gate 37 (from Route 122 in
New Salem take Monson
Turnpike Road) and follow
an easy woodland road before
branching off to a short but
very steep hike up the moun-
tain on Thursday, Oct. 8 from
11 a.m.-1 p.m. This 2.7 mile
hike is challenging and has
points which require climb-
ing over large rocks, however
the summit is one of the best
views of Quabbin Reservoir

Quabbin Park

Explore Quabbin Park via
the Combination Shoreline/
Enfield Lookout/Webster
Road Loop on Saturday, Oct.
10 from 11 am.-1 p.m.

Join DCR staff for a 3.6-
mile looped hike in Quabbin
Park. Participants will begin
at the Observation Tower
parking area located at Quab-
bin Hill and travel to Hank’s
Meadow and down to the wa-
ter, dropping roughly 350 feet
in elevation.

The trail then travels
along the water before partic-
ipants will ascend uphill back
to where they began. Along
the way they will stop at the
Enfield Lookout which offers
the best view of the reservoir
in Quabbin Park.

Exploring the Road to

Millington

This 3-mile round trip
hike will introduce you to
some of the residents of the
lost village of Millington as
you learn what daily life was
like in the years leading up to
the Quabbin Reservoir proj-
ect on Saturday, Oct. 11 from
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Meet at Quab-
bin Gate 29 on Elm Street
and Route 202 in New Salem.

Participants ~ will  stop
to see the Keystone Bridge
along the way.

Ware River Bridge Series:
North

The Ware River Bridge
Series: Rail Trail North will
be held on Sunday, Oct. 25
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Parking
is at the kayak/canoe launch
on Worcester Road (Route
122), Barre.

This long, leisurely hike
begins at the parking lot and
travels down a densely vege-
tated trail past an old timber
harvest, ending at the site of
a former covered bridge. The
bridge is no longer there, but
the view of the river is as pic-
turesque as it gets and well
worth the visit.

The hike is 4 miles round
trip and passes the historic
Riverside Cemetery.

Rutland Prison Camp

On Thursday, Nov. 5 from
11 am.-12:30 p.m. explore
the Rutland Prison Camp,
299 Intervale Road, Rutland
for an approximately 1.25
mile easy hike. There is un-
even ground.

Join DCR staff as they
explore the remains of this
surprisingly successful social
experiment. Ticks are still ac-
tive so protection is advised,
as is wearing orange during
hunting season.

Group hike near Muddy
Pond

Explore the Ware River
Watershed for a group hike
near Muddy Pond on Satur-
day, Nov. 7 from 11 a.m.-1
p.m.

Join DCR staff for a 4.1-
mile looped hike in the Ware
River Watershed. The route
climbs/descends roughly 140
feet in elevation.

The foot path participants
will travel on is non-techni-
cal. The last mile of the hike
is on a scenic section of the
Mass Central Rail Trail.

Participants  will meet
at the Route 122 rest area
parking lot in the town of
Oakham. The rest area is in
the shape of a banana with
grass and picnic tables.

The hike begins and ends
north of Muddy Pond.

Granby Free Public Library
offers new afternoon book club

GRANBY - Join the
Granby Free Public Library
for a friendly, relaxed, after-
noon book club.

The group will meet
monthly, every third Tuesday
of the month at 2 p.m. to dis-
cuss various genres of fiction.

Group members will vote
on titles they would like to
read in advance.

Upcoming books are
made available at the library
in multiple formats - regular
print, large print and audio-
book.

For the Oct. 20 meeting,
the book choice is “The Briar
Club” by Kate Quinn, stop by
the library for a copy.

Afternoon book groups
combine the joy of reading

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation e Underground Ultilities
Water e Sewer e Septic ® Drainage

Grading ¢ Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483  Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.

Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley
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with the benefits of conversa-
tion, community, and person-
al enrichment, making them a
rewarding way to spend time
and connect with others.

The Granby Free Pub-
lic Library is located at 297
E State St. in Granby, MA
01033.

Visit www.granbylibrary.
org for more information.
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Aquarium offering discounted
tickets for homeschooling families

Special ticket
prices available
every Tuesday
through Dec. 22

BOSTON - The New En-
gland Aquarium is offering
discounted admission this fall
for homeschooling families
to experience its educational
programs and exhibits.

Every Tuesday through
December 22, 2026, homes-
chool families have access to
special ticket prices: $12 for
children and $21 for adults.
Tickets can be purchased by
calling the Aquarium’s Res-
ervations Department at 617-
973-5206 daily between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:30
p-m. More information is
available on neaq.org.

Included in admission, the
Aquarium offers a variety of

programs, presentations, and
feedings each day:

Guests can stop by an
interactive educational space
on the third floor called the
Exploration Station, which
offers both guided and self-
led themed activities. Fami-
lies can engage with sensory
activities, pretend to be an
Aquarium veterinarian, and
spend some down time read-
ing books.

Join an educator along the
exhibit path for an up-close
experience with one of the
Aquarium’s animal ambassa-
dors. Learn more about jellies,
local turtle species, or axolot-
Is during animal encounters
happening daily at 10:45 a.m.
and 3:15 p.m.

Aquarium guests can en-
joy daily presentations with
the penguins, sea lions, har-
bor seals, and residents of the
Giant Ocean Tank, including
Mpyrtle the green sea turtle.

Full schedule available here.

The Aquarium also has a
host of fun and educational
activities on its website that
can engage young learners
before or after a trip to the
Aquarium. The activities help
visitors explore the Aquari-
um more deeply, encourage
content learning, and improve
science skills as well as sup-
port math and literacy devel-
opment.

ABOUT THE NEW EN-
GLAND AQUARIUM: The
New England Aquarium is a
nonprofit research and conser-
vation organization that has
protected and cared for our
ocean and marine animals for
more than 55 years. We pro-
vide science-based solutions
and help shape policies that
create measurable change to
address threats the ocean fac-
es. We inspire action through
discovery and help create en-
gaged, resilient communities

October happenings available
at Granby Free Public Library

Sci-Fi and Fantasy Book
Club
Thursday, Oct. 1 at 5 p.m.
Join our discussions on
the first Thursday of every
month! Red City by Marie

Liu for October.

Vincent van Gogh’s Iris:
Learn to Pastel Paint

with  Gregory = Maichack

Saturday, Oct. 3 from

11 am. to 1 pm

No experience required!

Learn to pastel paint with us.
Space is limited — Sign-up!
Adult Book Group

Thursday, Oct. 8 at 6 p.m.
The book group will be dis-
cussing The Borrowed Life
of Frederick Fife by Anna
Johnston.

Tabletop Games Club
Thursday, Oct. 8 at
5 pm. and Saturday,
Oct. 17 at 10:30 am.
Players of all ages 8 and up
to are invited gather and en-
joy a variety of board, card,
dice, tile, and other in-person
tabletop games with us!
The Trial of Lizzie Borden
Thursday,Oct. 15 at
5:30p.m. Join Honorable
Dennis J. Curran, Justice,
Massachusetts Superior
Court (Ret.) to discuss the fa-
mous case of Lizzie Borden!
Space is limited — Sign-up!
Knitting Group
EveryWednesday
afternoon at 2 p.m.
Bring your latest project and

join us for conversation, tips
and tricks.
Halloween Family Book
Bingo

Thursday, Oct.22 at 6 p.m.
All ages are welcome! Come
play bingo to win free books
and enjoy some spookKy treats.

Sourdough Starter Work-
shop with Sourdough
Brandon

Thursday, Oct. 29 at 6 p.m.
Space is limited — Sign-Up!

Friends of the Gran-
by Library Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 22 at4:30 p.m.

Visit our website for more
information and to sign up for
our programs! www.granby-
library.org

Corvette Club
hosts annual All
Makes & Models
Car Show

CHICOPEE - The annu-
al All Makes & Models Car
Show will be presented by
the Corvette Club of West-
ern MA on Saturday, Oct. 3
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the
Chicopee Moose Club, 244
Fuller Road.

There will be food, bev-
erages, raffles, trophies and
live music provided by The
Blue Groove Band. There is
a $20 car entry fee and spec-
tators are free.

o)
E onovamn's

Irish Pub donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

80 Jarvis Ave., HolYol?e@
413-543-0791
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Craft fair set
for Oct. 12

GRANBY - Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Parish
in Granby, Mass. is hav-
ing a Craft Fair on Mon-
day, Oct. 12 from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

In addition to over 50
vendors, there will be bas-
ket raffles, a Lottery Tree
Raffle, as well as breakfast
& lunch available.

Stop in, say hello &
support small local busi-
nesses, and get some
Christmas shopping done.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
is located at 256 State St.
in Granby, Mass.

2026 Fall Yard
Waste Curbside
Collection

SOUTH HADLEY -
The 2026 Fall Yard Waste
Curbside Collection begins
Monday, Nov. 2 and will run
through Saturday, Nov. 28.

Place paper bags or open
top containers curbside by 7
a.m. on your trash collection
day.

Each Route will have
two collections.

Brush must be tied in
bundles (no metal) of not
more than four-foot lengths.
No plastic bags.

Inspirational afternoon with
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Sept. 27

SOUTH HADLEY- Join
the sisters of PEO Chapter AG
for an inspirational afternoon
with Ruth Bader Ginsburg on
Sunday, Sept. 27 at 3 p.m.
Sheryl Faye is bringing her
one woman show to the Cen-
ter Church located at 1 Church
Street, South Hadley, Mass.
All proceeds from the event go
toward PEO scholarships that
support women’s education,
There is handicapped
parking and the venue is
handicapped accessible.

- AN A By E=as

Before and after the perfor-
mance there will be time
to talk with PEO mem-
bers about scholarships
and loans for education.
Plan for an afternoon out
with friends and have an ear-
ly dinner at one of the restau-
rants in the Town Commons.
Tickets are $38 and include the
performance and post-perfor-
mance question and answer
session with Sheryl Faye,
Purchase tickets on event
bright, Ticketing fees apply.

ALL TTANES & TMUUELS
A A B Yy 4 By YXVY V4

AN JIrnuw

Oct 3, 2026 from 10am to 2pm
Chicopee Moose Club
244 Fuller Road, Chicopee

Come on out and bring your classic to the annual

All Makes & Models Car Show presented by the
Corvette Club of Western Mass.

Food, beverages, raffles, trophies and live music
provided by The Blue Groove Band.

* % $20 car entry fee & Spectators are FREE! % % %
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The 0-Tones Band played dur
PICNIC from page 1

funds yearly events such as
summer concerts and the an-
nual picnic in Dufrense Park.
Recently, the organization
donated to help veterans se-
cure funding for a pavilion at
the local veteran’s park.

“It’s fun to help people,”
Ron said when asked what
got him involved. “It’s just
nice.”

The picnic included two
raffles; a more traditional
ticket raffle and a Chinese
raffle with prizes donated
by the community. Prizes
included beaded artwork,
gift cards to the Pizza Pal-
ace of Granby, a “after hours
basket” filled with various
alcohol bottles and a giant
commemorative poster for a
Barnum and Bailey’s circus
performance celebrating the
country’s bicentennial.

“I'm at the point in my
life where I just want to do
good, you know,” Ron said.
“It’s not a paying job, so I
have no ulterior movies. We
just want people to get along
and help each other.”

Christine Lindsay stat-
ed the picnic always gets
an impressive turnout. She
expressed gratitude for the
tight-knit community and
stated she knew most of the

41
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ing the picnic.

people in attendance from
bingo games at the senior
center.

“I love them all,” Chris-
tine said. “They’re good peo-
ple. We have a good time.”

The picnic concluded
with a live performance from
the band the O-Tones, a Mo-
town and swing cover band
based out of Northampton.
The group played inside the
pavilion due to the inclement
weather forecast as attend-
ees enjoyed dessert under
the wooden roof. The day’s
festivities were best sum-
marized by FOGE Director
Robbin LaMorder.

“Old people do not go to
the senior center, drool and
just play bingo,” Robbin said.
“It’s a social place.”

Friends of Granby’s Elderly
Vice-Chairman Don Lindsay
provides announcements for
the raffle.

Cookies offered during the
picnic.

FOGE Chairman Ron Richard.

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

Christine Lindsay presents the Barnum and Bailey Circus
poster given away during the Chinese raffle.
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2026 Community Needs
Assessment survey

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Town of South Hadley is con-
ducting a Community Needs
Assessment to identify key
needs among residents.

This anonymous,
15-minute survey will help
us better understand expe-
riences, strengths, and chal-
lenges related to health and
well-being and how to make
improvements for everyone
in the South Hadley commu-
nity.

If you have any ques-

tions, please contact mful-
tonblack@bmestrategies.
com and kjacobs@bmestrat-
egies.com.

Take the survey by Fri-
day, Oct. 9, use your phone
to scan the QR code or com-
plete the survey online at:
bit.ly/SH_CNA

Paper copies also avail-
able at the South Hadley
Council on Aging, Town
Clerk’s Office, and Library
South Hadley residents, they
want to hear from you

South Hadley Chorale
to begin rehearsals

SOUTH HADLEY - The
South Hadley Chorale will
begin rehearsals for its 41st
season on Wednesday, Oct.
7, 2026, from 7 p.m. to 9
p-m. at All Saints’ Episco-
pal Church, 7 Woodbridge
Street IN South Hadley.

The program will fea-
ture Joseph Haydn’s Mass
in Time of War (Pauken-
messe) and pieces by wom-
en composers including Al-
ice Parker and Dolly Parton.
Subsequent rehearsals will
be held on Wednesday eve-
nings. They will continue
through November 18 and
will resume on Jan. 6, 2027
until the concert on March
21, 2027. The concert will
be dedicated to Barba-
ra (“Bobbie”) Ayers who
served as president of the
SHC board of directors since
its founding in 1985. Ms.
Ayers passed away in July at

the age of 91.

The Chorale is pleased
to welcome back Anita An-
derson Cooper for her third
year as musical director and
conductor. Ms. Anderson
Cooper is a member of the
faculty of the Paul Baird
Middle School in Ludlow
and directs the Smith Col-
lege Handbell Choir. She
is also a composer and a
frequent soloist and guest
conductor both locally and
throughout the East Coast.

The South Hadley Cho-
rale is made up of 70 singers
from 17 communities. All
interested singers are invited
to join. There are no audi-
tions. Most singers, how-
ever, have had some choral
experience. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
southhadleychorale.org  or
send an email to mail@
southhadleychorale.org.

Read the Town Reminder online at
www.townreminder.turley.com

Removal
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Give us a call today for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist
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SOCIAL SECURITY

TP laters

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I am 69 1/2 years old
now and applied for So-
cial Security at the end of
June.

I am still working and
was planning to begin my
retirement in September:
A couple of factors arose
for me to question if I
made a hasty decision by
applying for SS.

The employer I have
been working for the last
29 years has asked if 1
would stay on a little lon-
ger, which would be good
because we have some
debt I want to lose before
1 retire.

I was reading about
suspending Social Se-
curity and continuing to
work. If I understand it
right, if I suspend my SS,
no payback will be re-
quired, and I can contin-
ue to work until I'm ready
to retire. No spousal ben-
efits taken yet.

Signed: Reevaluating

my Retirement

Dear Reevaluating
Retirement:

I’m assuming you
asked for your Socal Se-
curity benefits to start in
September (when you
originally planned to re-
tire), but that you won’t
be 70 years old until
March 2027.

If that is correct, be
aware that you will not
immediately get all of
your earned Delayed Re-
tirement Credits when
your benefits start in Sep-
tember — you will only
initially get the DRCs
you have earned through
the end of 2025.

That’s because Social
Security usually applies
DRCs in January of each
year. So, what will hap-
pen is that your Septem-
ber benefit amount will
lack the 5.3% DRCs you
earned in 2026, until Jan-
uary 2027 when they will
apply the DRCs earned
in 2026 to your monthly
payment amount.

Said simply, your ini-
tial September benefit
will not include your full
age 69.5 entitlement be-
cause it won’t include the
5.3% extra you earned in
2026. That extra monthly

I'm eevaluating my retirement
plan; what are my options?

amount will be awarded
in January 2027.

FYI, if you were to,
instead, claim for your
SS benefits to start in
the month you turn 70
(March 2027), you would
get your full age 70
amount immediately (SS
awards all earned DRCs
if benefits are claimed
to start in the month you
turn 70).

Now, on to your ques-
tion: Yes, if you take your
benefits effective with
September 2026 you can
suspend your benefits,
but you can only suspend
them until the month you
turn 70. And if you are
suspending your benefits,
you will not need to repay
Social Security for any
benefits you happen to re-
ceive before you suspend.

As is obvious, you will
not receive any SS pay-
ments while your benefits
are suspended, and you
will earn DRCs for the
months your benefits are
suspended, resulting in a
higher monthly amount
at age 70. Also, since you
have already passed your
SS Full Retirement Age,
you can work and earn as
much as you like, with-
out your Social Security
benefits being negatively
affected.

Regarding your com-
ment “No Spousal bene-
fits taken yet.” FYI, you
cannot get spousal ben-
efits while your benefits
are suspended, nor can
your wife get spousal
benefits from you while
you SS retirement bene-
fits are suspended.

To be clear, spouse
benefits are only paid
when one spouse’s benefit
at their FRA is less than
50% of the other spouse’s
FRA benefit. Spouse ben-
efits are always based
upon FRA entitlements,
not on the larger amounts
which will result from
waiting longer to claim.

In other words, your
wife would only be eli-
gible for a spousal ben-
efit from you if her FRA
entitlement was less than
50% of your FRA enti-

Please see SECURITY,
page 5

Raised beds? Why not!

having a hard time think-

ing of something to write
about.

As I scan my mind of all
the seasonal gardening top-
ics, I come up blank. Winter
squash? Done it. Mums?
Ditto. Seed saving.

Ihave to say that today I am

Yup.
So, on this
rainy  Sunday,

I give you all

the luck of the

draw. I will grab

a gardening book

off of my shelf,

twirl the pages,

and where my fin-

ger lands, I will ex-

pound on the subject. It may
not be autumnal, but it will be
interesting, I guarantee that.

Here we go...

The book I grabbed from
the shelf was “The Dirt Cheap
Green Thumb,” by Rhonda
Massingham Hart. My finger
landed on page 189, with the
heading “Raise Your Beds,
Not Your Expenses.”

I have some experience
with raised beds. In my home
garden I have four rock-edged
beds. Prior to that I had beds
edged in pine slabs.

My friend uses hemlock
edged beds and is happy with
them. I envy how neat and or-
derly they are. Another friend
is using galvanized metal
beds this year. They seem to
be all the rage.

Her tomatoes and pep-
pers continue to produce
like gangbusters even late in
the season. She has just got-
ten back into gardening after
a two year hiatus and I am
proud of her and happy she
has been so successful.

Let’s begin our chat with
some of the advantages of
raised bed gardening.

The first one that comes to
mind is that you can be selec-
tive about the soil you fill it
with. I've enjoyed using the
Coast of Maine Raised Bed

Mix.
*"

" the

Submitted Photo by Dawn Rudnansky
Blending loam and aged
manure or compost at a 2 to
1 ratio is another option. Ad-
ditionally, raised beds make it
easy to concentrate fertilizers
where they are needed.

In large garden plots we
often broadcast fertilizers and
other amendments through-
out the bed. Some inevitably
gets wasted in walkways or
around hills of plants.

Raised beds can be con-
structed to suit your needs.
I wanted to be able to reach
into the middle of my beds
from either side, so they are

about four feet wide.

Some gardeners construct
them 36 inches wide so there
is less of a stretch.

In my four beds, I have a
pretty good crop rotation sys-
tem going. Each crop does
a slide to the next bed each

year. That way it is four
years before onions are
grown in the same
space.

Another in-
teresting  thing
I have set up is
that onions, for
example, follow

melons in my rotation. I

grow the melons on black
plastic. All season long
the black plastic is limiting
weeds from germinating, so
that hopefully next year, the
onions, who hate weeds, will
see less weed pressure.

Raised beds warm up
quicker in the spring, and
stay warmer later into the fall.
Sometimes the edging materi-
al helps with that.

My rock beds, for exam-
ple, hold heat. So does the
metal to some degree.

In mid spring, prior to the
frost-free date, raised beds
can be easily fitted with hoops
on which plastic or polyester
row covers can be draped to
offer even more frost protec-
tion. They can also be cov-
ered with the black plastic I
mentioned to grow crops like
melons or peppers, who ap-
preciate the heat.

With raised beds you will
likely never need your roto-
tiller. Beds can effortlessly
be turned over by hand from
either side. Typically, unless
you walk all over them, the
soil in the raised beds stays
nice and friable, as well.

Please see GARDEN, page 9
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OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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We Want to
Hear From You

Someone reported hear-
ing as sandhill crane calling
in New Braintree, but did not
see it. Recently, some-
one saw a pair of
sandhill cranes
in a field on
Pleasant Street
in Barre. The
cranes stayed
about a week B
and then left.

Sandhill
Cranes are large
birds that live in open
habitats, so they’re fairly easy
to spot. They are gray over-
all, have red foreheads, white
cheeks, a long dark bill and
dark legs.

Immature birds have red-
dish-brown upper parts and
gray underparts and lack the
red foreheads. This makes
it easy to pick out the par-
ents from the youngsters
even when they are the same
height.

Sandhill cranes make a
loud trumpeting call that can
be heard for long distances.
They are mainly herbivores,
but feed on other foods de-
pending on availability. They
will feed on berries, small
mammals, insects, snails, rep-
tiles and amphibians.

These cranes raise one

A

brood per year. The female
lays one to three brown-
ish eggs. Both sexes

By Ellenor Downer

build the nest using plant ma-
terial and both incubate and
feed the young.

In summer cranes are of-
ten seen in small bogs, marsh-
es and prairies across north-
ern North America and the
southeastern United States.
In winter they form immense
flocks in places like Bosque
del Apache, New Mexico and
Anahuac National Wildlife
Refuge, Texas.

Sandhill crane’s call is
a loud, rolling, trumpeting
sound whose unique tone is
a product of anatomy. They
have long tracheas that coil
into the sternum and help the
sound develop a lower pitch
and harmonics that add rich-
ness.

Sandhill cranes are also
known for their dancing
skills. Courting cranes
stretch their wings,
pump their heads,
bow, and leap into the
air in a graceful and
energetic dance.
Many years ago, a

Barre resident saw a

pair dancing in a field.

He said it was a “sight

to behold.”

Although some
start breeding at two
years of age, Sandhill
cranes may reach the age of
seven before breeding. They
mate for life, which can mean
two decades or more and stay
with their mates year-round.
Juveniles stick close by their
parents for nine or ten months
after hatching.

Sandhill crane chicks can
leave the nest within 8 hours
of hatching and are even ca-
pable of swimming.

The oldest sandhill crane
on record was at least 37
years, 3 months old. Original-
ly banded in Florida in 1982,
it was found in Wisconsin in
2019.

Scarcity of birds

I received an email from
a woman who lives on Lake
Lashaway.

R YR v
Sandhill crane

She said, “Since Sunday,
Aug. 30, they had most days
without birds...any type, large
or small at our feeders or just
in the shrubs or anywhere. All
my neighbors have noticed
their feeders are full too.”
One neighbor said he has
seen a falcon. She wonders if
the falcon has anything to do
with the lack of birds.

Several people at the
Oakham Senior Center re-
ported, they see only a few
birds and the feeders remain
full of seeds.

Massachusetts Audubon
sighting

This report to the Mas-
sachusetts Audubon Society
supports the lack of birds.
Someone stated, “On Sept. 11

we birded around Hardwick
and on Sept. 12 we birded
around Warren. Both days
were very poor for passerine
migration.” They also stated,
“On both days we only saw 1
species of warbler: common
yellowthroat. In general, song
birds were in very low num-
bers and poor variety. And we
went to spots that had proven
good for migrants in years
past. We really worked hard
to turn up migrant warblers,
and it just was not happening,
at least where we were.”
Migrating hawks

The Massachusetts Audu-
bon Society listed migrat-
ing hawks spotted on Friday,
Sept. 11 at Mt. Watatic in
Ashburnham. They included
3 osprey, seven bald eagles,
ten sharp-shinned hawks, 131
broad-winged hawks and one
merlin.

Canada geese

On Friday, Sept. 4, I saw a
large flock of over fifty Cana-
da geese in a field in Spencer.
On the same day, I also saw
a small flock of wild turkeys
and about six Canada geese in
field in Barre.

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.
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CLEAN UP from page 1

habitats.”

Major called the Con-
necticut River the “con-
nector” for New England.
Growing up on the road near
Fairview Elementary School
as a Chicopee native, Major
described her initial interac-
tions as a driving milestone,
having spent her life “driving
alongside or over it.” After
choosing an outdoor recre-
ation career, the coordinator
now realizes how important
the river is to the region.

“I'm  leading  events
throughout the watershed and
am seeing how revitalization
time with our river can be,”’
Major said. “I just love hav-
ing people out here and con-
necting to it and celebrating it
and making sure that we can
make it clean for today, to-
morrow and years to come.”

UMass Five’s Vice Pres-
ident of Retail Services Jim
Wage and Community En-
gagement Coordinator Kelley
Jewell shared Major’s passion
for the mission. Wage said it
was his 10th year helping out
as a volunteer and stated he
wouldn’t miss out on the op-
portunity to help the greater
community. Jewell mirrored
Wage’s enthusiasm.

“We always make it a
point to get out here and do
it,” Jewell said. “It’s a great
feeling to be able to clean up
our local spaces.”

“Hopes and dreams is a
cleaner environment, a clean-
er river and a cleaner com-
munity,” Wage said when
asked what he hoped for the
program’s future. “That’s it.
Easy objective, right?”

Major echoed Wage’s sen-
timents and stated she hoped
there would be a day when
the program wasn’t necessary
because the entire region was
far too clean to require atten-
tion. She mentioned program
volunteers had removed over
1,182 tons of trash since the
program’s inception 30 years
ago, a figure she equated to
the weight of “six large blue
whales.”

“If you stack up all the
tires that we’ve cleaned

TOWN Reminder

Smiles collected at the base of operations.

A volunteer poses next to the day’s efforts.

throughout the 30 years, it
would probably reach over
two miles high,” Major said.
“Which is incredible when
you think about it.”

Major encouraged anyone
interested in helping out local
initiatives to register through
the Connecticut River Con-
servancy’s website at https://

ctriver.org. She stressed how
important it was to get in-
volved and stated cleanup
programs required a “lot of
volunteers” to be successful.
“When you engage in the
process, you feel more con-
nected with the land,” Major
said. “And more present with
it. So, joinus. It’s good fun.”

SECURITY from page 4

tlement (not your age 70 SS
entitlement). And she cannot
get a spousal benefit while
your benefits are suspended.

To recap: Yes, you can
suspend receipt of your SS
retirement benefits until the
month you turn 70 and get
credit for that delay (resulting
in a higher benefit). And, yes,
you can continue working as
long as you wish and your
benefits will not be negative-
ly affected.

And just for added in-
formation, you can also ask
Social Security to withdraw
your current application for
SS benefits and then reap-
ply in January 2027 for your
benefits to start in March
2027, the month you turn 70.
You have both options.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for

information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

chkmson Farms & Greenbouse

Fall Favorites: Mums, Pumpkins,
Gourds, Indian Corn, Straw Bales,
Cornstalks, Fall Decorations,

Our Own: Large Cabbages, Beans, Carrots, Corn,
" Radishes, Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Pickles,

MUMS Leaf Lettuce, Beets, Scallions, Cucumbers, Apples,
ARE HERE! Honey Nut, Delicata, Acorn, Butternut Squash
- ; 10 & 50 Ib bags of Potatoes, 10 Ib bags of Onions
teacase  ROUte 202, 309 East State St., Granby [y
Accepted Owned &
sorry No onecks 4+13-467- 3794 * www.dickinsonsfarm.com operated
avatabe — Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm ¢ Sun. 8am-6pm

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
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A volunteer showcases his findings.

South Hadley High School student volunteers.

DIRECTOR from page 1

sponsible in tackling diffi-
cult responsibilities, such
as navigating supplemental
food services and handling
transportation logistics.

“I did a lot with Mass
Health, SNAP, which is
what we now call Food
Stamps,” Hannigan said. “I
worked with a couple of dif-
ferent food programs and a
lot of housing concerns.”

Hannigan has always
worked in social services.
She’s been a Massachusetts
since 2018 and is a Univer-
sity of Massachusetts grad-
uvate. With a spouse from
Western Massachusetts, the
new director reported she al-
ways had ties with the local
community.

“I really want to be avail-
able to the Granby Senior
Center community,” Han-
nigan said. “I want people

(from all wars and branches, 1nclud1ng
honormg deceased veterans), reservists,
|1 active duty U S M111tary members

g or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown
by email to Jamle@turley.com or drop off a photo to

i i ;ﬁ\ il

| |!' 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

to feel like their voices are
heard and that they will get
support with their needs.
Social services have always
been important to me be-
cause I am a firm believer in
aging in place.”

She intends to be a sup-
port system for older adults,
as well as serving to make
the Council on Aging an
invaluable service to those
wishing to age in place. Han-
nigan also took the opportu-
nity to mention a number of
classes provided by the CoA
designed to promote healthy
advanced aging. She also
mentioned there were Serv-
ing the Health Insurance
Needs of Everyone program
resources available at the se-
nior center.

“There are social events
like  quilting, Canasta,
cross-stitching; places for
the 60 and over community
to come in and be a part of,”
Hannigan said. “We have a

. Town Reminder,

SHINE and outreach coun-
selor here who helps with
things like health insurance
and guides people through
processes that might be new
and challenging to them.”

Her long-term goals are
to foster a comfortable and
welcoming environment
which allows residents to
feel they can reach for help.
In addition, she wants to
further education of avail-
able resources and to ensure
those resources are available
for those who need them.

“I would like the Granby
Council on Aging to contin-
ue to be a welcoming place
where people 60 and over
can come to get the services
they need. I want them to
feel like their voices are
heard,” Hannigan said. “If
there are people who have
never been to our building,
I would love for them to
check it out, stop by and
say hi.”

“\; Wl

ity

1Al photos will be returned b
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Please submit your photo no later than
i Monday, October 27, 2026 ﬁ

Ledgewood Preserve Beach
» Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333
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to 2-1 start

o~ . BELCHERTOWN —
. e Last Friday afternoon,

a2 7 E 1] the South Hadley High
& : School field hockey
S = team suffered its first
' = loss of the season with
N ik a 3-1 defeat at Belcher-
‘ A town. Prior to that, the

' ' / Tigers had two shutout
" wins over Smith Acad-

) o emy and Mohawk Trail.
- 5 The Tigers are now 2-1
: with a matchup against %
Southwick that was set
for Sept. 24. Coming up,
the Tigers host Amherst
il Regional at 6 p.m. on =1
Monday, Sept. 28.
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Sam Harrison
sends a shot on \

goal during a
penalty corner.
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Amanda Stevenson guides the ball up the field.

Logan Muskus fights for possession.

Nora Vaughn looks to get the ball in the circle.

Tigers score blowout win over Comp

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - As
a freshman member of the
South Hadley girls’ varsity
soccer team, Hannah Hae-
saert recorded her first career
hat-trick during the Division
4 state tournament.

Haesaert  accomplished
the milestone for the second
time in last year’s Western
Mass. Class B quarterfinal
match, which was a 4-0 shut-
out victory over Frontier Re-
gional.

The junior forward didn’t
have to wait until the postsea-
son tournament to record an-
other hat-trick.

(10 saves) into the left corner
of the net. It was Weaver’s
first goal of the season.

Then Haesaert scored a
pair of goals in a span of five
minutes.

“I thought Hannah played
very well in today’s game,”
said South Hadley first-year
head coach Molly Foley. “I’'m
hoping that she’s one of our
leading goal scorers this sea-
son.”

Both of Haesaert’s first
half goals were assisted by ju-
nior Kelcey Zraunig.

The Lady Tigers had sev-
eral other scoring chances
during the final ten minutes of
the first half, but the score was
3-0 at halftime.

Zraunig added her name
to the scoring column

—~

Please see

After scoring two first
half goals, Haesaert net-
ted a breakaway goal in
the middle of the sec-
ond half, as the Lady
Tigers cruised to a
9-0 home victory
over Kurty/Field-
ing Division rival
Chicopee Comp,
last Tues-
day afternoon
(Sept.15).
“This is my
third year playing for
the varsity soccer team
and it’s my third hat-
trick,” said Haesaert,
who has scored a total
of 25 goals as a varsi-
ty soccer player. “I'm
hoping to get a few

' more hat-tricks  this

p— season. My team-

:Iaak'::;agol:lfsjslean b o mates have been

of the ball near 3 § on supportive of
midfield NIy

: : While the shutout

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Jenna Sabourin nearly collides with an opponent going after
a loose ball.

\“‘:‘; TIGERS, page 7

victory improved the Lady Ti-
gers overall season record to
2-1, they had only scored one
goal in their first two regular
season matches.

“We just needed to fix
some things offensively,” -
Haesaert added. “We’ve
been working very
hard and it feels very
good to finally score
some goals.”

The Lady Colts (0-
3) didn’t score a goal
in their first three
games. They also
haven’t defeated the
Lady Tigers on the
soccer pitch in more
than seven years.

Haesaert assisted on %
the Lady Tigers first goal / =N
of the contest. “ -
After receiving a ¥

pass from Haesaert,
senior Mikayla Weaver
bounced a shot past Comp
junior goalie Annie Dulong

b
% 4
% 'Kelcey Zraunig

tries to settle the r'
ball on defense. ..

Rams coast to win
over rival Amherst

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY - Granby se-
nior tri-captain Kalli White
entered the 2026 high school
soccer season with 90 career
goals and 21 career assists
for a total of 111 points.

After being kept off the
scoresheet in the first two reg-
ular-season matches, White
netted a pair of goals in a
non-league matchup against
Pittsfield. Freshman Sophia
Wright also contributed with
two second half goals as the
Lady Rams coasted to a 5-0
home victory over the Gen-
erals, last Monday afternoon
(Sept.14).

“I didn’t score any goals
in our first two games of the
regular season. After scoring
my first goal in today’s game,
I gained a lot of confidence,”
White said. “We tied Pitts-
field last year and it feels
very good beating them.”

When the two squads
faced each other at Kirvin
Park in Pittsfield last Octo-
ber, the match, which was
played on a rainy and cold
afternoon, ended in a score-
less draw.

“It poured the entire game
when we played at Pittsfield
last October. It wasn’t a very
good day,” said Granby head
coach Bob Weaver. “The
weather was a lot better to-
day, but it did take us a little
while to get going in the first
half.”

Granby (4-0-1), who are
members of the Central Di-
vision, began the regular
season with a 1-1 home tie
against Hampshire Region-
al and a 2-1 road win over
Southwick.

The Lady Rams had a to-
tal of 18 shot attempts during
the first 40 minutes against
the Generals.

The match was still score-
less late in the first half when
White fired a left foot shot
into the right corner of the
net past senior goalie Ella
Kroboth (16 saves) for an un-
assisted goal.

“I normally take most of
my shots with my right foot,
but I've been getting better
taking shots with my left
foot,” White said. “I just shot
the ball without really think-
ing about it very much. When
I do think about it, I usually
miss.”

Granby, who are the
two-time defending Western
Mass. Class D champions,
took a 2-0 lead less than five
minutes into the second half
when sophomore Marcela
Tapia scored a corner kick
goal. Senior Mckenna Zum-
bruski was credited with the
assist.

During the 52nd minute,
Granby freshman Margo
Healy sent a pass into the box
from the right side. The ball
deflected off White’s body
and went into the back of the
net giving the home team a
comfortable 3-0 advantage.

“Margo did a very good
job of crossing me the ball,”
White said. “The ball deflect-
ed into the net off my body.”

While White is approach-
ing 100 career goals, Wright
netted her first varsity goal
with a little more than twenty
minutes remaining in regula-
tion. A minute later, Wright
fired another shot into the left
corner of the net past Kro-

Please see RAMS, page 7
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WSU Owils football gets first win

WESTFIELD — West-
field State University foot-
ball rolled up 463 yards of
offense and got a pair of long
TD receptions from electric
first-year receiver Malachi
Hymes (E. Hartford, Conn./
East Hartford) as the Owls
downed Dean College, 26-8
at Alumni Field on Westfield
State’s Family and Champi-
ons Weekend.

Westfield improves its re-
cord to 1-2 overall and 1-1 in
the Massachusetts State Col-
legiate Athletic Conference,
while Dean is now 0-3 and
0-2 MASCAC.

Hymes finished with four
catches for 166 yards and
touchdowns of 61 and 46
yards. His day could have
been bigger as a reverse that
looked like a 89- yard score
was called back by a penal-
ty, and later he stepped out
of bounds while avoiding a
tackle on 53-yard reception
that initially looked like a 73-
yard score.

Westfield opened the scor-
ing with a 1-yard TD plunge
from QB Quinn Sumner
(Dayville, Conn./Killingly),

who finished 6-11 passing
for 180 yards and the two TD
tosses to Hymes.

Hymes caught a go route
down the left side for the 61
yarder, out sprinting the full
defense, then out-leaped his
defender around the five-yard
line to with the ball on the
46-yard grab before waltzing
into the endzone.

Westfield set up the big
passing plays with the run as
sophomore fullback Manny
Mengata (Tewksbury, Mass.)
battered the Bulldogs for 136
yards on 18 carries, and Cole
Ingham (Agawam, Mass.)
added 69 yards on five car-
ries.

Westfield senior PK An-
drew Currier (Attleboro,
Mass./Foxboro HS) booted
a pair of 33-yard field goals
and a pair of extra points to
account for the final score.

Dean’s lone TD of the
game came midway through
the second quarter on a 12-
yard touchdown pass from
Chris Donahue to Yasir Mo-
ses. The Bulldogs tried to
feature a short passing attack
with Donahue connecting

on 32 of 45 attempts for 186
yards with one TD and one
INT. His longest completion
of the day went for 12 yards.

The Bulldogs totaled just
33 yards rushing. Tay Scholtz
finished with nine catches for
75 yards and seven catches
for 62 yards.

Westfield’s defense bent
but rarely broke, allowing
219 total yards on the day.
The Owls sacked Donohue
eight times for a loss of 61
yards.

LB Aydan Verba (Albany,
NY/Colonie Central) led the
Owls with eight tackles and
2.5 sacks. Tedi Hunt (Little-
ton, Mass.) made eight stops
and had 2.5 TFLs. Eight dif-
ferent players had a hand in
the sack column. First-year
Caedan Burns (N. Grafton,
Mass.) picked off the Bull-
dogs late to help seal the win.
Colin Brady and Herman Es-
quivel Menzdez led the Bull-
dogs with eight stops each.

Westfield State will travel
to Worcester State for a con-
ference matchup next Satur-
day, Sept. 26 with a 1 p.m.
kickoff at Alumni Field.

TIGERS from page 6

with a goal four minutes into
the second half, which was
assisted by senior Cara Dean.

One of the few things
that the Comp faithful sup-
porters had to cheer for
was a free kick taken from
junior Kelsey Morrissette.
Her line-drive shot taken
from the top of the box was
saved by junior goalie Olivia
Athas (2 saves), who posted
her second consecutive shut-
out.

Haesaert capped off her
memorable afternoon with
an unassisted breakaway
goal increasing the Lady Ti-
gers lead to 5-0.

“I really wanted to get
another hat-trick,” Haesaert
said. “T just relaxed on the
breakaway and put a shot
past the goalie.”

A couple of minutes lat-
er, sophomore Regan Masse
scored on a header following
a corner kick.

Sophomore Violet Car-
illon, whose older brothers
were outstanding athletes at
South Hadley High School,
was given the assist.

Five days earlier, Masse
scored her team’s only goal
in a 1-0 victory at Agawam.

The Lady Tigers final
three goals were scored by
freshman Adalyn Weaver,
freshman Cadee Killian, and
Athas, who was replaced in
goal by Dean.

While Athas has four as-
sists as a varsity player, it
was her first varsity goal.”

Adalyn Weaver and Kil-
lian also scored their first
varsity goals.

“It was very special to
see Adalyn and Cadee score
their first varsity goals. It’s

something they’ll always re-
member,” Foley said. “I’'m
also very glad that we had
several other goal scorers.”

Foley, who played soccer
at Palmer High School, net-
ted her first varsity goal in a
game at Springfield Central
as an eighth grader.

Prior to becoming an as-
sistant varsity coach at South
Hadley a year ago, Foley
was the Lady Colts varsity
coach for two seasons.

“A couple of the players
that I coached are still play-
ing for Comp,” Foley said.
“Those kids always work
very hard.”

While South Hadley end-
ed last week with a scoreless
draw against Northampton,
the Chicopee Comp players
celebrated a 3-2 victory over
West Springfield at Ash Park
in Chicopee, last Friday af-
ternoon.
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Kierstyn Carmody goes after the ball.
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Chaffee, Patnode get victories

WINCHESTER, NH -
Todd Patnode won’t win his
seventh track championship
this season at Monadnock
Speedway, but the Swanzey
star is going all out to leave
his mark on the 2026 cam-
paign.

Slowed by a sluggish
start this summer and then
sidelined by an injury, he
has exploded back into his
championship form, winning
his second Modified feature
in a row Saturday, Sept. 12,
and setting himself up for a
threepeat bid in next week’s
season finale.

Patnode wasn’t the only
big winner Saturday, as the
speedway crowned 2026
Triple Crown champions in
all divisions with the third
and final leg of its three-race
summer series. Ty LeClerc,
a close second to Patnode
in the Modified main event,
celebrated his triple crown
championship.

Other feature winners Sat-
urday included Limited Late
Model ace JD Stockwell,,
Craig Chaffee, who won a
thriller in the Mini Stocks,
and Dylan Zullo, who scored
his first win of the season
aboard the CJ Johnson ride.
Young Gun whiz Dylan Stati
stayed undefeated on the sea-
son in events he entered.

Following an elaborate
pre-race ceremony honoring
the victims of the September
11 tragedy 25 years ago, a
ceremony in which all of Sat-
urday night’s drivers partici-
pated, it was Dylan Stati time
again, as the Palmer, MA pre-
teen rocketed to victory atop
a six-car field in the Doug’s
Auto Body youth division.
Quinton Perkins raced to a
career best in second, and Eli
Elliott trophied in third.

Rookie Kyle Kenny and
Ty LeClerc sat up front as the
50-lap All States Materials
Group 604 Modified main
event went green. LeClerc,
a two-time winner a summer
ago, was hungry for his first
2026 victory, and with Triple
Crown points leader Eddie
Gomarlo sidelined with en-
gine issues, was in great po-
sition for that score too.

Andrew Brousseau and
Todd Patnode had big plans
of their own, leaning all over
LeClerc in their bids for the
top spot. Patnode charged
into second on lap 16, but
LeClerc held strong. They
swapped the lead back and
forth on laps 24-26, with Pat-

node then taking the top spot
for good.

A Brousseau spin on lap
48 set up a classic in next
week’s Modified season fina-
le. With Tyler Leary third on
the night, just ahead of Brian
Chapin and Kenny, Leary and
Brousseau - sixth under the
checkers Saturday, will enter
the Championship Night final
event only 2 points ahead in
the 2026 points parade.

JD Stockwell has been
the man at the front for much
of the Twin State Truck Ser-
vices Limited Late Model
2026 season, and Satur-
day was no exception, as
the youthful Bernardston,
MA star blasted to his tenth
win of the summer and,
with it, won his division’s
Triple Crown Series too.
Hillary Renaud took charge
on lap two and held the top
spot until Stockwell lowlined
to the top spot on lap 20. Re-
naud kept it close the rest of
the way, but Stockwell pre-
vailed. A lap-34 pass brought
Daniel Petrowicz home third,
just ahead of Hagar, and Zach
Zilinski completed the top
five.

Tim O’Shea and Kevin
Clayton were front row danc-
ing partners as Saturday’s
Keene Towing and Recov-
ery Mini Stock feature went
green. Clayton led the first
trip around the high banks
but then Craig Chaffee - from
row two - took the lead.

Chaffee, gunning for his
second win of the summer,
had lots of company at the
front, with past champions
Jon Fultz and Louie Maher
glued to his bumper every
inch of the way. Fultz, the
2025 Mini Stock king, blast-
ed to the top spot on lap 21,
but Chaffee wasn’t done yet.

Charging back to the front
to lead lap 26 by a wheel, the
second generation hot shoe
then held strong to score the
big Triple Crown Night win
with Fultz at his bumper.
Former Pure Stock champ
Andrea St. Amour came on
strong in the closing laps to
earn her first Mini Stock tro-
phy of the season in third,
just ahead of Tim Paquette,
who had a big night of his
own.

Paquette didn’t have the
fastest car on this night, but
ran a smart race to come
home fourth, just enough to
win the Triple Crown cham-
pionship. One-man gang
Pat Houle was fifth under

RAMS from page 6

both, who was looking into
the bright setting sun during
the second half.

“Sophia is a first year
varsity player,” Weaver said.
“She’s a very hard worker
and is always in the right
spot on the field.”

The Lady Rams final two
goals against the Generals
(1-2-0) were also assisted by
Healy.

Down at the other end
of the field, senior goalie
Meredith Bartosz only had
to make four saves in post-
ing her first shutout of the
season. She received plenty
of support from the defen-
sive unit, which is anchored
by senior Eleanor Szlosek,
who’s an outstanding three-
sport athlete. Szlosek is
planning to continue playing
soccer at the collegiate level.

The other members of the
Lady Rams defensive unit

are senior Jaidyn Roberge,
and sophomore Kara White.

Granby also  posted
home victories against Fron-
tier Regional (3-1) and Am-
herst (7-2) last week.

Tapia, who finished last
season with 15 goals, scored
two goals against Frontier
and Healy netted the other
one.

The duo of Healy and
Kalli White combined to
score four goals in the Am-
herst match. White also had
two assists.

The Lady Rams’ oth-
er three goals against Am-
herst were scored by Tapia,
Wright, and Zumbruski.
Freshman Bri-Anne Kraus
added two assists.

The win against Amherst
was very memorable for
Bartosz, who recorded her
500th career save. The Lady
Rams also ended their four
game losing streak against
the Hurricanes.

the checkers in Saturday’s
30-lapper.

Dylan Zullo led a star-
stacked field of 25 to the
green for Saturday’s Brat-
tleboro Towing and Recov-
ery Pure Stock feature. The
speedway’s 2025 Limited
Late Model champ, Zullo had
struggled through an uneven
season in the Pure Stocks.

Saturday, though, the sec-
ond-generation  Claremont
ace put it all together, leading
all the way to score an easy
win. Behind him, the battle
was fast and furious, with
both the Triple Crown and
Weekly Racing Series points
very much up for grabs.

Rookie rocketman Josh
Brigham, heavily wrecked a
week earlier, got up for sec-
ond early but had nothing for
the speedy Zullo. His strong
runner-up finish, though, put
him back solidly into the
hunt for the 2026 track cham-
pionship. Coupled with top
points man Jimmy Zellman’s
sixth-place finish Saturday,
Brigham will enter the season
finale only five markers shy
of Zellman in their airtight
battle for the Pure Stock title.

Kyle Begos, strong every
week, finished third Saturday,
just ahead of Maya Bell, who
is surging in the final weeks
of the season. Previous win-
ner Linsey Wenzel impressed
in fifth, holding off Zellman,
who finished still atop the
2026 points parade but one
spot shy of the Triple Crown
championship.

Ambherst, NH hot shoe
Michael Yeaton - a six-time
2026 Pure Stock feature
winner - entered Saturday’s
Triple Crown 30-lapper five
points atop Zellman. Firing
from way back in row eight,
Yeaton’s seventh place finish
was all he needed to earn his
first career Triple Crown title
on the high banks.

In Saturday’s  Senior
Tour Auto Racers Modi-
fied feature, John Jalbert
of Gardner, MA drove his
1973 Pinto-bodied entry to
first place. Gary Moore was
second, and Chris Jarrett,
aboard a 1940 Buick Coupe
open-wheeler was  third.
In the STAR Sportsman fea-
ture, Anthony Mendoza of
Taunton, MA guided his
1936 Chevy Coupe to victo-
ry. John Mulcahy was sec-
ond, and Ken Archambault
raced home third.
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LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding,
Irrigation. Insured
534-1002 T

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work.
Fully Insured.

All Work Fully Guaranteed
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

BROWN JORDAN CHAISSE. White,
mint condition, $800 or best offer. Call
508-867-7972.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one
item or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x**xx*xxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing
and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, win-
dows, painting, wallpapering, siding, decks.
Insurance work. Fully insured.

Free estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Home Improvement

“Walker
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Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
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All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
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Call us at 413.283.8393

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F.
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026.
$1,200. Taking deposits now.
413-218-2321

HELP WANTED:
General maintenance. Good pay.
413-297-1513, Les.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful,
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
All utilities included

Full kitchen access

Laundry access

Pets welcome

Quiet, welcoming setting

Ideal for traveling professionals

or temporary stays.

For rates, availability
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

| EREE
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393



September 25, 2026

TOWN Reminder

Spotlighting the kindness of Dr. Roland and Claire Stebbins

There are so many won-
derful things about this
couple, Dr. Roland and
Claire Stebbins.

They both have jovial per-
sonalities with him joking
that after celebrating 69 years
of marriage this past May,
they still liked each other and
even enjoy doing nothing to-
gether!

They’ve lived very full
and productive lives, he as a
Pediatrician and she as a Lab

Technician.
That is of course besides
raising three sons and a

daughter. Their four children
have blessed them with nine
grandchildren and Roland
kidded, the family’s growing
with 11 and three quarters
great-grandchildren, the new-
est addition arriving in No-
vember.

Claire also worked at
Holyoke Hospital; her ex-
pertise was with pediatric
patients and was often called
to draw a baby’s blood. She
explained that Roland has
what’s referred to as “rolling
veins” which can be difficult
to draw blood from.

She chuckled saying when

» Lega

they went for their blood tests
to get married, she offered to
take his blood, being a pro-
fessional. The “rolling veins”
threw her a curve so had to
have the specialist do it after
all, but has since become an
expert.

After raising their four
children, Claire went back
to Holyoke Hospital but as a
volunteer in their gift shop.

Her eyes lit up as she ex-
plained how much she en-
joyed doing that. It entailed
not only helping the store
customers but also visiting
patient rooms.

Roland and Claire lived
pretty sparsely in the begin-
ning as she became pregnant
when he was still in medical
school. Luckily, she enjoyed
cooking which helped with
costs, boasting that she made
a delicious spaghetti sauce.

Roland shared some of
his experiences, one being
his first disastrous speaking
engagement at Mt. Marie in
Holyoke.

They were supposed to
supply the movie with him
answering questions after the
viewing. He got there, they

Notices

thought he was bringing the
movie so instead, after giving
a 10-minute lesson to a totally
nonengaged audience, he had
one of the nuns ask him some
prepared questions which still
brought no participation.

He considered this his
worst teaching moment.

Two other pediatricians
joined Roland when creating
the Holyoke Pediatrics prac-
tice. Every three weeks the
doctors volunteered at the
“Milk Station” in Holyoke’s
most needy community.

He reminisced fondly
about the dedication of all
the nurses and staff, making
sure the children and families
were helped with not only
their medical necessities, but
offered help wherever need-
ed. Their practice wound up
with four doctors, but now
has about a dozen

Roland was also involved
with the Western New En-
gland Golden Gloves boxing
tournaments by volunteer-
ing with prefight exams and
sometimes staying during the
fights as there always had to
be a physician present. Most
boxers he passed through but

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF HYBRID
PUBLIC HEARING
Amendments to the Zoning
Bylaw Regarding Signs

The Planning Board will hold
a hybrid public hearing on Octo-
ber 5, 2026 at 6:30 PM to con-
sider comments from the Office
of the Massachusetts Attorney
General regarding their review
and denial of certain provisions
of Section 255-85 Signs as
amended by Annual Town Meet-
ing on May 13, 2026, specifical-
ly 255-85 (G) (2) fine provision
and Section 255-85 (G) (3) en-
forcement mechanism because
this text conflicts with state law.
Such provisions were disap-
proved by the Attorney General.
The Planning Board will consid-
er amendments to the above ref-
erenced sections of the bylaw for
submission to the November 9,
2026 Special Town Meeting for
adoption.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/86811043641?pwd=
gutF0ZiarRQLVbI4EDXwd
YBhwnwhVt.1

Or join by phone: +1 (646)
558 8656 Webinar ID: 868
1104 3641 Passcode: 751020

Materials are available on file
in the Planning & Conservation
Department Office (Room U6)
in Town Hall and is posted at
www.southhadley.org on the
Planning Department page un-

der ‘Proposed/Draft Bylaws’ or
can be viewed at: https://www.
southhadley.org/1318/Proposed
Draft-Bylaws. Any person inter-
ested in, or wishing to be heard,
should appear/join the hearing at
the time and in the manner des-
ignated.
Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board
09/18, 09/25/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF HYBRID
PUBLIC HEARING
Amendments to the
Zoning Bylaw Regarding
Data Centers

The South Hadley Planning
Board will hold a hybrid public
hearing on October 26, 2026
at 6:30 PM to consider amend-
ments to the Zoning Bylaw to
prohibit the construction of data
centers by amending Section
255-10 Terms defined and insert-
ing a definition for “data center,”
and by amending Attachment
1 Use Regulations Schedule by
adding a new use under Industri-
al Uses called “Data Center” and
prohibiting it in all zoning dis-
tricts.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/81812202761?pwd=
2rtbdI6 Ad2pBX1XODSUSLMIJ
mdRyc6M.1

Or join by phone: +1 (646)
558 8656 Webinar ID: 818
1220 2761 Passcode: 552920

Any person interested in, or
wishing to be heard, should ap-
pear/join the hearing at the time
and in the manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board

09/25, 10/02/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF
HYBRID
PUBLIC HEARING
Amendments to the
Zoning Bylaw Regarding
Special Permit

The South Hadley Planning
Board will hold a hybrid public
hearing on October 5, 2026 at
6:30 PM to consider amend-
ments to the Zoning Bylaw Ar-
ticle IX Chapter 255-128 (H)
regarding Special Permits to
enable the transfer of a special
permit granted for use with the
approval of the Special Permit
Granting Authority.

The public hearing will be
held through hybrid format with
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of
the South Hadley Senior Center,
45 Dayton Street South Hadley
MA 01075. Virtual attendance
will be hosted through the log-in
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/86811043641?pwd=
gutF0ZiarRQLVbI4EDXwdYB
hwnwhVt.1

Or join by phone: +1 (646)
558 8656 Webinar ID: 868
1104 3641 Passcode: 751020

Any person interested in, or
wishing to be heard, should ap-
pear/join the hearing at the time
and in the manner designated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk

South Hadley Planning Board

09/18, 09/25/2026

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

ob Connection
HELP WANTED

THE TOWN OF wagg
EEK

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section

J

remembered one young man
devasted when he had to re-
ject him due to a ruptured ear
drum and didn’t want to take
the chance of further injury.

In order to play high
school sports, students need-
ed a yearly physical exam
prior to participating. Need-
less to say, the coaches were
very appreciative as they had
two pediatricians from his
practice doing free exams for
three nights so the kids who
didn’t have a regular doctor
could still play.

Roland accepted a vol-
unteer position and served
for 15 years on the Holyoke
Board of Heath along with
other medical professionals.
He said here he learned more
about public health than he
had in medical school. His
working years were when
house calls happened and
there were no cell phones,
so had to find a landline for
all communication. When on
call for the Emergency Room,
with no modern technology,
you just always had to show
up.

Both Roland and Claire
were co-chairs along with

A

Jim and Rosalie Hobert for
Holyoke’s 200th anniversary
festivities.

Laughingly Roland said
he really only did about 10%
of the work, that it was re-
ally Claire who was on the
committee to organize five
different venues at various
locations throughout the city
that included excellent food,
ballroom dances and fun for
all. He revealed they agreed
no drinking otherwise by the
fifth site they wouldn’t be
standing!

Roland shared when he
started his practice, an Irish
couple came in with the baby
who had meningitis. It was
touch and go, then several
months later they brought in
the healthy baby along with a
treasured authentic Irish stein
as a thank you.

He fondly reminisced
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Ra:idom Acts ¢;f

y

By Barb Turcotte

while vacationing in Jamica,
they stopped by a Catholic
Church unknowingly that it
was a children’s communion
service. They were so excited
to witness this, giving each
child a congratulatory dollar
bill and described how much
fun it was to watch them gig-
gle with acceptance.

I would have loved to have
him as my son’s pediatrician,
how about you or maybe he
was yours!

If you’d like to share a
Random Act of Kindness sto-
ry or if this one has touched
you, please contact me at
bdtS14@aol.com or 413-
575-9385. Who knows, you
might see your story, “just
‘cause” you witnessed, you
did or were the recipient of
a kind gesture. See you soon
with another Random Act of
Kindness.

SOUTH HADLEY
Vote-by-mail

applications have

applied.

p-m. on Tuesday, Oct. 27.

postcard
been
mailed to South Hadley
voters who have not yet

Interested voters must
return the postcard to the
Town Clerk’s office by 5

e The Town Clerk’s of-
fice is waiting to receive
ballots from the State. As
soon as the Clerk’s Office

receives ballots, they will
begin mailing the ballots
out to voters. Ballots are
currently expected in early
October.

* You can track the
status of your ballot
here: https://www.sec.
state.ma.us/WhereDolIVo-
teMA/TrackMyBallot/

In-person early voting
begins on Saturday, Oct.
17. A full calendar of dates
and times will be posted

State election early voting information

to the Elections webpage:
https://www.southhadley.
org/620/Elections

Voters can check their
voter registration online
here: https://www.sec.
state.ma.us/OVR/

Please direct any elec-
tion-related questions,
comments, or concerns to
the Town Clerk’s office at
413-538-5030, ext. 6183,
or elections @southhadley-
ma.gov.

GARDEN from page 4

If I need to get into my
beds, say to separate crops,
sometimes I will position
a plank across the width of
the bed, and step on that to
disperse my weight, there-
fore avoiding compaction.
Plants always grow better in
loose soil.

I almost forgot the obvi-
ous! Raised beds are easier
to work with. Beds are typi-
cally a foot or so tall, some-

times a bit taller.

Bring out a short stool to
the garden and you can com-
fortably sit and work in the
beds. No more long periods
of stooping or crouching.

Well, I hope you enjoyed
reading this luck of the draw
column as much as I did
writing it! And if you hav-
en’t gardened in a couple of
years, give raised beds a try
and maybe you will be as
fortunate as my friend, with
six foot tomato plants still

going strong at the end of
September!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in
the subject line.

CLUES ACROSS
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MEET from page 1

“Our county elected of-
ficials are very important to
us,” Oliveira said as he intro-
duced county officials, which
included Hampshire County
Register of Probate and Fami-
ly Court Mark Ames and Chi-
copee City Council At-Large
Member Jessica Avery.

“The real reason we’re
here tonight is this import-
ant individual that I’ve had
the pleasure of knowing for a
little close to two years now,”
Oliveira said. “If anybody
knows about legislating, it’s
about building relationships.
It’s about working together
for the benefit of your com-
munity.”

Oliveira recalled how hes-
itant he was at first when Go-
mez became a state represen-
tative. The senator admitted
he was someone who didn’t
like change and his initial un-
familiarity with Gomez came
with a bit of apprehension.
However, as they began to
see each other at “different
events,” he reported he grew
comfortable with the man and
took the opportunity to vouch
for his character.

“I think everybody, once
they meet Homar, knows how
comfortable you’re going to
be when you meet him,” Ol-
iveira said. “He puts you at
ease. He understands. He
cares. But here’s the most
important thing for this line
of work: he listens.”

Oliveira stated success-
ful representatives needed to

TOWN Reminder

Submitted photos

Representative Homar Gomez addressing the crowd.

have the patience and tem-
perance of a social worker,
as well as the ability to forge
meaningful community con-
nections. He argued state
representatives needed to un-
derstand they serve a critical
role as the last potential place
to turn to when people had
“nowhere else to turn.”
Described as the “dean”
of the representative group by
Senator Oliveira, Ashe took
the stand and passionately
argued for Gomez’s re-elec-
tion to office. He stated how
important it was to have the
“support of your colleagues”
and how much work it is to
raise funds and to learn dis-
trict nuances while also un-
derstanding how to navigate
politics at the state house.
“It’s important, especial-
ly out here in Western Mass,
for us to stick together,” Ashe
said. “I came up here because

I know how important it is to
support candidates and state
reps like Homar Gomez.”

Representative Homar
Gomez expressed gratitude
for everyone in attendance
and joked he was “still in
recovery” from being a City
Council member. He recalled
how his friendship developed
with Senator Oliveira and
remembered the advice his
“favorite senator” gave him
when he took office.

“You need to create alli-
ances with other reps,” Go-
mez said as he recounted the
senator’s advice. ““You need
to be working with other
senators and you have to do
it right away. Do it now. |
learned that because of him.”

Gomez reminisced on
his time as a city council-
or and stated he “learned so
much stuff” while serving in
the position. He referenced

A shot of the crowd behind Representative Gomez.

NOTICE
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the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
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in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

September 25, 2026

fellow State Representative
Carlos Gonzalez and called
him a “friend” and a “lead-
er”” Gomez also took time in
his speech to praise Ashe and
stated the representative was
someone he could always
turn to for advice.

During the meat of his
speech, Gomez championed
his primary causes to support
micro-business and to ensure
affordable high-quality food
was available for all. He re-
counted how much his family
relied on the local food pantry
when they first came to the re-
gion.

“People should have good
food on their table with good
products; local products from
our farms,” Gomez said.
“That’s my priority.”

Micro-businesses, he ar-
gued, supported not only
the local economy but lo-
cal families. He described
micro-businesses as family
owned and operated busi-
nesses local to the region. He
stated his priority last year
was to help micro-business
get money to help fund their
endeavors, which would re-
main a focus his campaign
this year.

“I’'m available for you.
That’s why, when you see my
business card, my cell phone
is there. And when it rings,
it rings here,” Gomez said as
held up his phone to both il-
lustrate his point to conclude
his speech. “Not somebody
in my office because I want to
work for you. Thank you for
being here.”

Board of Director President Steven Laplante,
State Representative Homar Gomez, State Representative
Brian Ashe, State Senator Jake Oliveira.

Crowd shot taken during the speeches.
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