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Friends of the South Hadley

Seniors ax'¢

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
senior center is one of the
main hubs of entertainment
and hosts many events, meet-
ings, and more for the people
of South Hadley to enjoy.

The Friends of the South
Hadley Seniors work hard to
raise money for these events,
and help to organize these
events to keep them running
smoothly and to be enjoyed
by all.

“With over 40 years of ser-
vice to the community, there
is a long history of incredible

people who came before us
who built a solid foundation
of service to our seniors. I am
honored to be a part of con-
tinuing the work they have
started,” said President Kim
Prough.

Kim Prough and Vice
President Janet Stawasz have
served together for five years,

and the Friends them-

selves have been going
for 40, a deeply-rooted part of
the COA and he community.

“The mission of the
Friends of the South Hadley
Seniors is to work with the
Council on Aging and the

Please see SENIORS,
page 9

Granby weighs school
regionalization amid
fiscal challenges

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY - As mount-
ing financial pressures
and an aging high school
infrastructure loom, the
Selectboard and School
Committee are exploring
regionalization as a poten-
tial solution to the town’s
educational and budgetary
challenges.

“We can’t afford to build

challenges. Health insur-
ance costs have skyrock-
eted, with local officials
reporting a nearly 20%
increase this year. Neigh-
boring towns are facing
similarly dire budget pro-
jections, with some antici-
pating massive deficits.
School Committee
Chair Jennifer Bartosz
highlighted the complexity
of the situation, particularly
regarding the
potential finan-

. cial implica-

a new high school, as far tions of region-
” alization.

as | can tell. . W have

— Mark Bail to be careful

Selectboard Chair about how we

At the heart of the
discussion is the town’s
63-year-old high school,
which Selectboard Chair
Mark Bail described as
facing a potential “dooms-
day scenario”. The build-
ing, constructed in 1962,
requires extensive renova-
tions that would be finan-
cially prohibitive.

“We can’t afford to build
a new high school, as far as
I can tell,” Bail said. “Our
high school was opened in
1963 or 1962, and renova-
tions would be extremely
costly.”

The town is confront-
ing a perfect storm of fiscal

approach this,”
she said, noting concerns
about transportation costs,
existing school infrastruc-
ture, and maintaining edu-
cational quality.

State education officials
from the Office for Region-
al Governance presented a
detailed overview of the re-
gionalization process, out-
lining potential advantages
and challenges. These in-
clude potential efficiencies
in administration, shared
resources, and improved
bargaining power for ser-
vices like transportation.

Please see GRANBY,
page 6

Student
shares her
passion
for space,
science

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY —
One of the most interesting,
and also one of the most
mysterious parts of our
world, is the wonders of
what lies outside it in outer
space.

The Gaylord Memorial
Library last week hosted
sophomore from Mount
Holyoke College Hannah
Rubinstein to share a pre-
sentation on Astronomy at
Home.

The presentation fea-
tured a talk about how and
why you should practice
astronomy right at home,
and what you’ll need to get
started as you look up at
the night sky with awe and
wonder.

Rubinstein is currently
double-majoring in physics
and astronomy, and has a
goal to get into a graduate
program and to one day
conduct astrophysics re-
search.

“I’ve  been fascinated
by how the universe works
(and specifically, by the
mysteries of space) since [
was very young, but I didn’t
always plan to study it,” said
Rubinstein. “T didn’t think I
had the math aptitude for a
formal physics degree- but
in high school, I decid-
ed I would much prefer to
commit myself to the hard
work necessary to become

Please see SPACE, page 5

Scouts lend

SOUTH HADLEY - Last
Saturday, Troop 303B gath-
ered at the Buttery Brook
Disc Golf course to help with
some needed course clearing.
Anyone walking throughout
the course will see beautiful
fairways lined with wood
chips, however, discs can
land well into the outer wood-
ed edges of the course where
downed limbs and trees can
present hazards and challeng-
es for players to find and play
their discs.

“The help from the scouts
with the removal of of brush
and logs along the outer edg-
es of the course helps to keep
the course more playable and

safe,” commented Maddy Ve-
nancio who has led ongoing
volunteer efforts to maintain
and improve the course.

The disc golf course has
seen constant traffic since it’s
opening in June of this year.
The Parks Department has
done an outstanding job of
mowing the grass around the
course and is currently help-
ing to install the beginner and
family-friendly short tees.
However, the town has limit-
ed resources and as a result,
there is a need for volunteer
efforts to help with main-
tenance items like clearing
around the fairways. “It has
been a great partnership be-

tween the town and volun-
teers to get this course in the
outstanding shape that it is
currently in,” said Venancio.
Volunteer efforts from the
scouts was a huge help with
the maintenance. And, in re-
turn, Venancio gave all the
scouts a disc golf lesson. “It
was a pleasure for the scouts
of Troop 303B to provide
some cheerful service to But-
tery Brook Park, where we
have enjoyed some outdoor
meetings when the weather
is favorable. The scouts were
able to see the entire But-
tery Brook Disc Golf course

Please see SCOUTS, page 3

The scouts working hard on the course.

Welcome to fall in South Hadley. See more photos from
around the area on page 6.

Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY

The ability to Know Your
Town is a valuable asset, and
allows for people to be in-
formed about their commu-
nity, its happenings, and the
local government.

For the Know Your Town
organization, its main pur-
pose is to work at encour-
aging participation in town
government and learning
about its policies, how to
works, and engaging within
it to see changes they want
to see.

“We sponsor presenta-
tions on current topics from
the local, state or even the
federal level,” said KYT
member Martha Terry. “We
encourage members and
friends or anyone to request

a presentation on a specific
topic.”

KYT works in a variety
of ways to make sure that
the town is informed about
the choices made, and is
composed of over 250 mem-
bers and friends who work
together to create a space for
people to learn about their
town.

KYT hosts times for can-
didates to have their nomina-
tion papers signed by attend-
ees during election seasons,
as well as greet residents and
enjoy some refreshments be-
fore going to the polls.

Other events include
a Candidates Night every
spring for candidates for the
local major offices to speak
to their constituents and
answer questions they may
have. They also host every
other year a forum in order
to discuss state ballot issues.

Know Your Town brings
awareness to the community

By Emily-Rose Pappas

“Each June, Know Your
Town hosts an Annual Meet-
ing, usually a “potluck style”
buffet in the Community
Room of the Main Public
Library. At this annual meet-
ing, Know Your Town pres-
ents the KYT Citizen of the
Year award to a community
member who has engaged in
outstanding volunteer work
in South Hadley,” said Ter-
ry. “Linda Young chairs the
committee charged with that
award. KYT also presents
the annual Ann Battersby
Memorial Scholarship to
a town high school senior
who exemplifies many of the
virtues of the late Ann Bat-
tersby: her volunteerism, her
humility, her engagement
with disabled or less fortu-
nate citizens, plus the desire
to future his/her education.

Please see KYT, page 3



Page 2

Community

Reminder

South Hadley autumn bike ride this Sunday

SOUTH HADLEY— On
Sunday, October 5, 2025 at
1:30 p.m. the public is invited
to participate in a Bike Ride
hosted by the South Hadley
Bike/Walk Committee. The
Ride is approximately 6 miles
long, with some hills and
will have a casual pace. This
ride is for adults and teens;
any younger children should
be accompanied by an adult.
Participants should plan to
bring a water bottle. Grab
your bike and helmet and let’s
have some fall fun!

Meet at 1:15pm in the
lower parking lot behind Vil-
lage Commons, at the end
near the street. The lot en-
trance is on Hadley Street (Rt.
47), past the entrance to the
main lot located just adjacent
to the stores.

Riders will turn left out
of the parking lot onto Had-
ley Street, and then left again
onto Ferry Street, which con-
tinues past Brunelle’s Marina
on the riverfront, and onto Al-
vord Street. At River Lodge
Road we’ll take a right and
continue until we get to Up-

per River Road, then we’ll
turn and go back on River
Lodge Road. When we get
back to Alvord Street, we’ll
make a right and continue to
McCray’s Farm Creamery
for a rest stop and optional
home-made ice cream. On the
return, riders will continue
back along Alvord, Ferry, and
Hadley Streets to the Village
Commons Lot. There is also
an option to do an addition-
al 1-mile loop on the River-
to-Range Trail, which has a
lookout over marshy wetlands
and a short spur that leads to
the Connecticut River.

Weather/cancellation in-
formation: Bike/Walk Rides
and Treks are subject to
change or cancellation due
to weather or ground condi-
tions. Visit Town website at
http://www.southhadley.org/
bikewalk to view and down-
load a trail map and for any
cancellation notices or other
information. Should there be
a cancellation decision, infor-
mation will be posted online
by 10:00am on the day of the
event.

Community invited to virtual school
building input workshop on Oct. 21

SOUTHHADLEY -The
South Hadley Elementary
School Building Committee
invites all community mem-
bers to a virtual community
workshop on Monday, Octo-
ber 21 at 6 p.m. via Zoom.

This workshop is part
of the Educational Vision-
ing Process, where teach-
ers, parents, students, and
residents help define prior-
ities for student learning,
the spaces and programs
that matter most, and how
a new or renovated Mosier
Elementary School can best
serve the entire South Had-
ley community.

Project Update

The Committee recent-
ly selected Mount Vernon
Group Architects (MVG)
as the project’s designer.
Together with the District’s
Owner’s Project Manager,
Skanska, and the Massachu-

setts School Building Au-
thority (MSBA), MVG has
begun the Preliminary De-
sign Program (PDP) phase.
This phase will establish the
project’s educational goals
and evaluate potential op-
tions to address Mosier Ele-
mentary’s long-term facility
needs.

South Hadley was one
of only 19 school districts,
out of 63 applicants in 2023,
invited into the MSBA’s
highly competitive grant
program, which funds the
design and construction of
new or renovated schools.
A Once-in-a-Generation
Opportunity Built in 1969,
Mosier Elementary has
reached the end of its useful
life.

The MSBA partnership
presents a once-in-a-gener-
ation opportunity for South
Hadley to address urgent fa-
cility challenges while shap-

ing a school that supports
modern teaching and learn-
ing and reflects the commu-
nity’s values.

“We look forward to
hearing from residents and
ensuring that this project
reflects the values and prior-
ities of our town,” said Di-
ane Mulvaney, Chair of the
South Hadley Elementary
School Building Commit-
tee. “It will be important for
our committee to blend the
educational needs of our
students with care, compas-
sion, and fiscal responsibili-
ty, delivering a solution that
serves our needs now and
into the future.”

For more information,
email: shbuilds@southhad-
leyschools.org, and be on
the lookout for the upcom-
ing posting of the Zoom on
the Town Website and Face-
book page.

Info session
announced for
those who want
to run for office

SOUTH HADLEY - In-
terested in running for lo-
cal office in South Hadley?
Please join the South Had-
ley Board of Registrars on
Thursday, October 23, from
6 to 8 p.m. in the Communi-
ty Room at the South Had-
ley Public Library (2 Canal
Street, South Hadley, MA)
to learn more about the town
election and nomination
processes work.

All South Hadley voters
are welcome to attend. No
pre-registration is required.

Visit us on
the web
www.turley.com
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Take a walk through
Buttery Brook Park

SOUTH HADLEY - To
celebrate and encourage
“Active Aging Week” on
October 6 through 10, the
Friends of the South Hadley
Seniors are offering a week-
long, daily guided walk at
Buttery Brook Park.

Join your local com-
munity to explore the new
walking trails and improve-
ments at the park. Meet
on Oct 6 through 10 at 10
a.m. at the log cabin in the
center of the park. Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday will
feature an easy, flat walk
along the newly installed

accessible trail. Tuesday
and Thursday will provide
an option to walk either the
flat trail or the trail through-
out the new disc golf course
(a more moderate walk with
uneven surfaces). Both op-
tions offer benches through-
out the trails. Meet for cof-
fee and conversation after
the walk in the center pa-
vilion. All are welcome to
attend on any or every day
throughout the week (can-
celled in the event of rain).
Please email any ques-
tions to southhadleysen-
iors@gmail.com.

Growing Wild invites the
community to a potluck

SOUTH HADLEY -
Growing Wild South Had-
ley is hosting an end-of-
season Pot Luck and Plant
Share on Thursday, October
9, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. At
the South Hadley Library,
Community Room, 2 Canal
Street. This is the second
Growing Wild potluck, a
place to come together as a
community to share the suc-
cesses and struggles of the
growing season. Eat good
food and talk to good peo-
ple about successes, fail-
ures, and share ideas about
native plants. Bring up to
five (5) native potted plants
to share. Please bring clean
plants (no weeds or worms)
to exchange with friends.
Labels are encouraged. Last
year was a great turnout!
This year, the growing Wild
group decided to encourage
native plant swapping by
adding in the plant share.

6:00 to 6:30 p.m.: Din-

ing and Socialization (if you
are bringing food, please ar-
rive by 6:15 p.m.)

6:30 to 6:45 p.m.: Pre-
sentation of Local Success-
es & Struggles

6:45 to 7:30 p.m.: Round
Table Discussion  with
Friends & Professionals

We want to include your
gardens - email your photos
of successes and/or strug-
gles to Kathy Davis to be
included in the presenta-
tion slides: kathywiththe-
dogs8 @gmail.com.

Potluck sign up: https://
tinyurl.com/PotLuckPlant-
Share

New to the Growing
Wild movement? Learn
more here https:// www.
southhadley.org/1345/
Growing-Wild

Other questions? Email
or call Rebekah Cornell at
town hall: rcornell@south-
hadleyma.gov or call 413-
538-5030 x6129

‘If You See Something, Say
Something’Awareness Day

SOUTH HADLEY - In
2018, DHS designated Sep-
tember 25 as National “If
You See Something, Say
Something®”  Awareness
Day, also known as #See-
SayDay. On this day, DHS
and its campaign partners
across the country come to-
gether to remind the public
to be aware of suspicious
activity and know how to
report it to law enforcement.
The campaign raises public
awareness of the signs of ter-
rorism and terrorism-related
crime.

Whether you are on your
way to work, shopping at a
store, or traveling on vaca-
tion, remember: We all play
a role in keeping our com-
munities safe. Remember to

stay alert and say something
when you see something sus-
picious.

Over the years, the cam-
paign’s materials have been
redesigned and they will
continue to be in the future.
However, the core message
has remained the same since
the DHS campaign began:
“If You See Something, Say
Something®.”

The Commonwealth Fu-
sion Center (CFC) has free
campaign materials available
to you. Please contact us to
obtain physical and/or digi-
tal copies of available cam-
paign materials for your en-
tity: ccip@pol.state.ma.us .
Materials are also available
in multiple languages and
various formats.

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation e Underground Utilities
Water e Sewer e Septic ® Drainage

Grading ® Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol * email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 ® Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ¢ South Hadley
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TOWN Reminder

Troop 303B helping out with work on the course.

SCOUTS from page 1

as they assisted in clearing
the course of brush and de-
bris. Mr. Venancio was kind
enough to provide a disc golf

lesson for the scouts after-
ward, and then even stayed
to play a couple of holes with
us,” commented Scoutmaster
Jeff Holmes. Anyone inter-
ested in learning more about

Submitted photo

the Buttery Brook Disc Golf
course can email buttery-
brookdiscgolf @ gmail.com.
The course is open and free
to all.

KYT from page 1

Joan Rosner shepherds that
award each year.”

Martha Terry had been a
member of KYT since 1980,
and at one time served as
President, and is now the
Treasurer and a member of
the Program Committee.

“Continuing the work of
KYT and making it stronger
than ever are my mission,’
said Terry.

Town Administrator Lisa
Wong attended the KYT pro-
gram last week, All Roads
Lead Local: South Hadley
in a Changing Landscape, in
light of the current changes
and shifts in our town and
climate.

“The discussion was about
the impact of federal and
state policy and funding on
local government. I touched
upon ten major topics such as
education, public safety, civil
rights and the environment,”
said Wong.

Many of the different
ideas and factors that affect
a town include civil rights,
economy, education, environ-
ment, food security, housing,

Best
Pizza
in

Town

SOUTH HADLEY
WE DELIVER!

1)

Two Large Pizzas,
1 Topping Each & 2 Liter Soda

$33.50 +Tax

@ One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$32 . 99 +Tax

@ One Party Size Cheese Pizza,
20 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$44.50 +Tax
/ . Clipless Coupons — Order By Number

media, public health, public
safety, and taxes, and are im-
portant to discuss.

Wong’s presentation
broke down each of these
areas of life, and how they
directly affect, and are af-
fected by, the local, state, and
federal government systems
and how these ideas all end
up leading to local anyways,
where we all are, and where it
is most personal.

“All roads lead local. Lo-
cal government is where we
see the human impact of poli-
cies at every level, and where
we have the opportunity to
connect directly to our res-
idents and businesses,” said
Wong. “The town is lucky to
an organization like Know
Your Town for so many de-
cades as a forum for educa-
tion and discussion.”

Wong introduced
“WI1SH”, “We’re 1 South
Hadley”, which is dedicated
to bring together the town
government, residents, busi-
nesses, non-profits, neigh-
bors, schools, churches, and
beyond as one untied people
living together.

“The town is definitely in

Small Cheese Calzone,
2 Liter Soda & SI::E‘I;IHL
10 Wings $43.50 +7ax

a very tough financial posi-
tion at the moment, and we
are both troubled by the pull-
back of supports at the feder-
al level while calling on our
town to be part of the solution
by getting engaged and shar-
ing resources and ideas,” said
Wong.

Although the state and
community is going through
hard times, it’s important to
understand the bigger picture,
and how we as a community
need to work together better
than ever before.

For more information
about the WISH organiza-
tion, you can find out more
at their website, www.south-
hadley.org/wishlist, or email
Lisa Wong at lwong @south-
hadleyma.gov, or the Select-
board at selectboard @south-
hadleyma.gov.

Anyone who is interested
can become a Friend of KYT
is they go to knowyourtown.
org and submit their email
address for the weekly news-
letter. There is no member-
ship fee or obligation to serve
on any committee.

Holyoke Pizza &
213 South Street, Holyoke

413.532.6666

@ Ten Wings w/French Fries
$ 17 .99 +Tax

@ Two 16” Grinders with
Bag of Chips & Can of Soda

$25.99 +1ax

@ Large 1 Topping Pizza,

Brzng

10” Cheese Pizza.......
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda ............... $
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda

{ @ ® DAILY SPECIALS

(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 ..... $8.95

Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda.................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda.......ccccceiemmciinaenines $12.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda.................. $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ....ccccaca.......... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda .. ...$11.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda...... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda.. ...$14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..$15.50

$8.95 Fach Topplng $1.75

10.99

@ 8” Grinder or Pita Pocket
with Fries & FREE Can of Soda

$ 14.25+Tax

®0ne Large 1 Topping Pizza,
20 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$40. 99 +Tax

@ One Large 2 Topping Pizza,
& FREE 2 Liter Soda

$23. 99 +Tax

®0ne Medium 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$30.99 +7ax

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE
www.holyokepizza.com
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Spooky season and Banned
Books Week at SHPL

T "N EETa

South Hadley
PUBLIC LIBRARY

SOUTH HADLEY -
The library’s homepage will
have a new look in October!
We were faced with our
longtime website provider
closing their business and a
reduced FY26 technology
budget that required library
staff to take a fresh look at
what services and informa-
tion needed to be available
from our website. The new
homepage contains informa-
tion and (hopefully) easier
access to the library catalog,
online event calendar, local
history resources, services
and programs, and digital re-
sources. We apologize in ad-
vance for any downtime over
the first week as we work out
the technical details.

Banned Books Week
takes place this year during
the first full week of Octo-
ber, celebrating the right of
free people to read freely.
This year’s theme, in a nod
to George Orwell, is Cen-
sorship Is So 1984. Read for
Your Rights. The Library
Trustees encourage our
community to exercise their
First Amendment rights at
the South Hadley Public and
Gaylord Memorial libraries.

Adult Programs at SHPL
October at the South
Hadley Public Library is
packed with fascinating
adult programs for every
interest. No registration is
needed this month- come on
down, bring a friend and en-
joy! On Saturday, October 4
at 10 a.m., author Varla Ven-
tura uncovers Mark Twain’s
Ouija Mystery, the curious

Welcome to the Graveyard is a 90-minute illustrated presentation chronicling cemetery
art, history, and symbolism. From colonial New England burial grounds of the 1600 &
1700s, through the nationwide rural cemetery movement of the 19th century and into

21st century locations, the program examines why we have cemeteries and gravestones,
why they look like they do and how styles and art have evolved over almost 400 years.

Mark Twain’s Ouija Mystery with Varla Ventura

Did Mark Twain’s spirit write a novel? Discover the remarkable story behind a book
channeled via the Ouija board, the woman who wrote it, and the ghost whose restless
spirit longed for a scribe on earth. Was Emily Grant Hutchings Twain’s earthly muse,
or was this a profound publicity stunt? Learn all about the origins of this practice, how
Hutchings created a psychic typewriter, the controversy that ensued, and so much more!

NOW! Wealth and Wisdom at Each State of Life

In a world where change is constant and life is situational, this interactive session
encourages attendees to reflect on the choices they make—right now. With a blend of
wit, wisdom, and practical tools, the NOW Insight seminar is designed to help you “fact
up” and move from hindsight regret to present-moment empowerment. Sue Nimchick,
the Dollar Scholar will discuss the following: e Know Your NOW e Insight vs. Hindsight

¢ The Rule of 72 & Beyond e Power of Perspective ® From Stuck to Strategic

Local Author: Jessica Usher- Author of The Seven Sees

Fear, not hate, fuels evil and the master of fear lays imprisoned in a weakening cage

at the bottom of the ocean floor. On his 32nd birthday, Dr. Diego Garcia is abducted by

celestial beings. To free Michael, Diego must find and complete seven spiritual quests.
Each quest challenges Diego’s mind and soul, forcing him to see the beauty in the broken.
Each quest pulls him closer to Raph, Michael’s forever mate. Now Diego is torn. If he frees

Michael, he loses Raph, and time is not his friend. He only has one month to succeed, or
he will die, and greed will reign supreme. Welcome to the truth of the universe, where fear
has fangs and only love can save you.

All About Me: My Life on the Autism Spectrum with Mario Bonavita

Join Mario Bonavita as he shares his personal journey with Autism Spectrum Disorder.
Diagnosed at age 3, Mario has spent over 20 years educating audiences about autism
through public speaking, from schools and community forums to the Massachusetts State
House. His engaging 30-minute presentation blends personal experience with advocacy,
aiming to foster understanding, acceptance, and open conversation.

“Ronny Le Blanc is a paranormal researcher, author, and television personality (notably on
Expedition Bigfoot and Paranormal Caught on Camera) who brings a compelling personal
voice to the subject of UFOs and UAPs.In his talks, he combines the latest developments
and news—such as government disclosures, new scientific studies, or recent UAP
sightings—uwith his own firsthand experiences and investigations.
He also situates UFO phenomena in the broader context of
“Monsterland” (a term he uses for an area rich in supernatural
reports in central Massachusetts) and explores possible identities
or origins of these entities. His presentation tends to open by

L

tale of a ghost, a Ouija board,
and a scandalous book.

On Wednesday, October
8 at 6 p.m., Sue Nimchick,
the “Dollar Scholar,” pres-
ents NOW! Wealth and Wis-
dom at Each State of Life,
an empowering workshop
on moving from hindsight to
insight. Local author Jessica
Usher shares her imagina-
tive fantasy novel The Seven
Sees on Wednesday, October
15 at 6 p.m., followed by
Mario Bonavita’s heartfelt
talk All About Me: My Life
on the Autism Spectrum on
Saturday, October 18 at 10
a.m..

We close the month with
paranormal researcher Ron-
ny LeBlanc on UFO’s on
Wednesday, October 22 at
6 p.m., as he dives into the
mysteries of UFOs, (Un-
identified Flying Objects)
and UAPs (Unidentified
Anomalous Phenomena).”

Are you reading what
we’re reading? Check out
the library book discussion
groups. Our Between the
Covers Romance Club is

OCTOBER EVENTS

Gravestone Girls
Wed. Oct 1st from 6 - 7:30

Sat. Oct 4th at 10

Wed. Oct 8th at 6

Wed. Oct 15th at 6

Sat. Oct 18th at 10

UFOs with Ron LeBlanc
Wed. Oct 22nd at 6

challenging audiences to suspend disbelief,
encouraging them to be open-minded while critically

examining evidence and testimony.”

reading It Ends With Us by
Colleen Hoover and will dis-
cuss this on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 14, from 3 to 4 p.m. We
also have books for the dis-
cussion groups that meet at
the Senior Center. Check out
the full selection near our
new book area.

The library, public health
department, and Baystate
Health are teaming up to
hold a Community Blood
Drive on Monday, October
20 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Eligible donors will receive
a gift card from Starbucks,
Amazon, Panera, or Big
Y. Email Fiona Cioch to
register. You can also visit
the Public Health Drop-In
Hour that same day from 3
to 4 p.m. to learn more about
the services and assistance
available to residents.

There are also Office
Hours with Police Chief Jen-
nifer Gundersen taking place
at the library on Monday,
October 27 from 5 to 6:30

Please see LIBRARY,
page 9

South Hadley Public Library

2 Canal St., South Hadley » www.shadleylib.org ¢ 413-538-5045
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

U

Dear Rusty:

I was referred to you
to ask a question about
Social Security benefits.

1 receive about $1,700
a month from Social Se-
curity while my husband
receives only approxi-
mately 3750 monthly. Is
he entitled to file for half
of my Social Security as
a monthly benefit without
touching my amount?

Signed: Curious
Wife

Dear Curious Wife:

For information,
spousal benefits are one
of the most misunder-
stood areas of Social Se-
curity. A spouse does not
always get half of their
partner’s Social Securi-
ty benefit how much the
spouse gets is determined
by their age when the
spouse benefit is claimed
and it is always based
upon both partner’s Full
Retirement Age benefit,
regardless of when they
actually claimed Social
Security.

The partner with the
lower SS benefit can
only get half of the oth-
er spouse’s FRA amount
if that partner takes the
spouse benefit at or after
their personal SS FRA.
And each spouse’s FRA
may be different depend-
ing on the year they were
born. FRA today is some-
where between age 66
and 67, depending on the
person’s year of birth.

Here are two basic
rules for a lower earn-
ing marital partner to get
spouse benefits:

The lower earning
spouse’s FRA entitle-
ment must be less than
50% of the higher earn-
ing spouse’s FRA enti-
tlement. FRA amounts
are used, even if SS ben-
efits were claimed earli-
er than or later than, full
retirement age, and FRA
amounts are frequently
different than the month-
ly amounts actually being
received.

Should my spouse be getting half
of my Social Security amount?

If one spouse’s FRA
amount is less than 50%
of the other spouse’s
FRA amount, the differ-
ence between those two
amounts can be add-
ed to the lower earning
spouse’s SS retirement
amount, to become their
spousal  benefit. That
may, or may not, equal
half of the higher earning
spouse’s FRA amount.

So, if you claimed
your Social Security ex-
actly at your own full
retirement age and your
husband also claimed his
Social Security exactly at
his own full retirement
age, then based on the
numbers you provided
your husband is likely
entitled to about $850 per
month, instead of his cur-
rent $750. And that would
not affect your own SS
benefit in any way.

Your FRA entitlement
would need to be more
than twice your hus-
band’s FRA entitlement
for him to receive a spou-
sal boost from you. But
if either of you claimed
Social Security before
(or after) your respective
full retirement ages, your
husband would not get
50% of your benefit.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, Vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

Measles are
a serious
husiness

All it takes is one kid with
measles to infect up to 18 oth-
ers in their classroom. With
school beginning soon, public
health and education officials
around the country are con-
cerned about new outbreaks.

In the not too distant past,
measles was considered “elim-
inated” in the U.S. because
cases were almost unknown
and 95 percent or more of
Americans were vaccinated
against it or had it in child-
hood. That herd immunity is
slowly eroding, and our chil-
dren are at greater risk of ill-
ness because of it.

Measles is one of the most
contagious diseases out there,
even more so than COVID and
flu virus. It spreads through
tiny droplets when people
cough or sneeze, and can live
in the air and on surfaces for
up to two hours (think school
desks, cafeteria tables, lab sta-
tions).

And while today’s measles
is no more dangerous than be-
fore, it can still result in pneu-
monia, encephalitis (brain
swelling) or even death in very
young children or those with
immunocompromised Sys-
tems. We’ve seen three deaths

in Texas attributed to measles.

In addition, measles can
leave someone with a weak-
ened immune system, making
them more susceptible to other
infections.

[llinois generally has expe-
rienced herd immunity, with
vaccination rates at or above
95 percent. The state has seen
10 cases of measles this year,
some in Cook County and oth-
ers in the southern part of the
state. There’s evidence, how-
ever, that vaccination rates
are dropping in some Chicago
schools and among kindergart-
ners.

Massachusetts hasn’t seen
a single case — yet — because
its citizens maintain a vac-
cination rate of about 98%.
There’s evidence, however,
that the vaccination rate is not
as strong among incoming kin-
dergartners.

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Live in the moment but plan for winter!!

asn’t the first week of  four inch pot.
autumn been beauti-

ful weather-wise?
Warm and sunny days
will have us com-
pletely spoiled!

Summer annuals
continue to bloom
even as we harvest
our pumpkins and
corn stalks. But alas,
while we are enjoying,
we must simultaneously
prepare for what inevitably
will come.

My big task for today was
deconstructing a combination
planter so that I could (hope-
fully) overwinter the summer
plants indoors. These includ-
ed a Hypoestes (Polka dot
plant), two Fuchsias, and an
Ivy Geranium.

Over the years I've had
good luck overwintering reg-
ular geraniums, Gerber dai-
sies and fuchsias, but I have
never tried ivy geraniums or
the finicky polka dot plant.
According to my research,
ivy geraniums are handled in
a similar manner as regular or
zonal geraniums.

I typically overwinter
them as a houseplant, in a
bright sunny window. Some-
times they delight me with
flowers through Christmas!

When I was trying to sep-
arate the plants from my big
planter, though, the amount
of roots I was able to get from
the ivy geranium was honest-
ly pathetic. The plant looked
big enough on top to fit in a
ten inch pot, but the root ball,
maybe enough roots to fitin a

!
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What
am I to do? First thing would
be to prune the top growth.
So few roots would have a
difficult time supporting all
of that foliage. I will take off
one third to one half of the top
growth. And from this foli-
age, I will take some cuttings.

Regardless of my predica-
ment, cuttings are a good op-
tion if you are short on space
in front of sunny windows —
you can root them in a three
or four inch pot placed in in-
direct light until they begin to
grow!

You can also store gera-
nium stock plant out of your
living space. Here is how: Cut
the plants back to a couple of
inches above the crown and
set them in the cellar, unheat-
ed rooms, enclosed porch-
es or other spaces that don’t
freeze and aren’t too damp.
Check them every few weeks
and water sparingly if neces-
sary, never letting the soil dry
out completely.

When  spring comes,
gradually begin to introduce
sunlight and the plant will
commence growth. Once the

Y

n

threat of frost has passed the
plants can go outside for the
summer months. If last year’s
potting soil is “exhausted” of
nutrients, carefully repot
the plant into new soil.
Prune away any
weak branches and
give it some liquid fer-
tilizer. For this situation,
storage temperatures can go
as low as 45 to 50 degrees.

My fuchsia extraction
went much better than the ge-
ranium one did. I have equal
roots to foliage and flowers. I
am going to try and overwin-
ter this plant in a northeast
window, knowing that fuch-
sias don’t like bright sun.

The last time I overwin-
tered one of these I got the
plant to live into the late win-
ter, long enough to take a cut-
ting. The offspring thrived!
The mother plant looked
pretty woody, but apparent-
ly, if T had waited a little bit
longer and gave it a light fer-
tilization, new supple growth
would have ensued.

Live and learn.

Aside from a part sunny
window, fuchsias can also be
overwintered out of the main
living space, following my
recommendations above.

The polka dot plant is an-
other story all together. The
roots were massive and the top
growth the same. Although
the plant looked diminutive at
purchase, there was no saying
that now. It became the “hog”

Please see GARDEN,
page 5
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We all play a role in keep-
ing our communities safe and
healthy. The best way to keep
the measles away from your
child is to make sure they’ve
had two doses of the MMR
(measles-mumps-rubella) vac-
cine, which has been proven
safe and is 97% effective at
prevention. Even if they do
catch the virus, the illness is
likely to be mild and short-
lived.

That said, it’s possible
there will be children in your
child’s class who are unvac-
cinated and could well bring
measles to school along with
their homework and lunchbox.
It will be easy for them to in-
fect other unvaccinated chil-
dren, causing an outbreak.

To help stop measles in its
tracks:

If you’re unsure of your
immune status and believe you
were exposed to the measles,
consult your health-care pro-
vider right away. An MMR
immunity blood test can show
whether you have measles an-
tibodies. (If you were born be-
fore 1957, you likely had mea-
sles and enjoy “presumptive
immunity.”)

Consider getting an MMR
booster shot, especially if you
were immunized between
1963 and 1967. The vaccine
used during those years was
less effective because it was
made from a killed rather than
live virus. A booster is a harm-
less precaution, as long as your
doctor says you are eligible to
receive a live virus vaccine.

Regularly disinfect surfac-
es and common touchpoints,
like door handles and light
switches.

Keep your unvaccinat-
ed child home if any of these
symptoms show up. It could be
a cold or the flu, but it could
also be measles. Symptoms
usually appear seven to 14
days after exposure.

High fever

Cough

Runny nose

Red, watery eyes

White spots inside the
mouth (Koplik spots)

A red, blotchy rash that
starts on the face and spreads
downward

Wait four days before go-

ing to a hospital to reduce the
chance that the disease will be
transmitted to others.

As a registered nurse and
someone who’s worked in the
medical field for most of my
life, I advocate for science, not
social media or crackpot theo-
ries about cod liver oil. (Cod
liver oil, by the way, contains
a lot of Vitamin A, which can
be toxic in large doses, partic-
ularly with children.) Measles,
once someone has it, is incur-
able — it has to run its course.
It is a virus, not a bacteria, so
it can’t be treated with antibi-
otics.

Fall is approaching, and
with it will come flu season
and RSV season. Cases of
COVID are already on the rise
around the country. We are so
lucky to live in an era in which
vaccines can keep us and our
children safe from some of the
most common human diseas-
es. Please take advantage of it.

Teri  (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, is a registered nurse and
board-certified patient advo-
cate and founder of www.Nur-
seAdvocateEntrepreneur.com,
which trains medical profes-
sionals to become successful
private patient advocates. Teri
offers a free phone consulta-
tion to Turley Newspaper read-
ers as well as to nurses inter-
ested in becoming advocates.
Reach her at Teri@NurseAd-
vocateEntrepreneur.com.

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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HCC environmental sclence major awarded
national fellowship |

HOLYOKE - Curiosity
about the natural world, cou-
pled with a desire to make
field study more accessible
to people with disabilities,
helped a Holyoke Commu-
nity College student secure
a prestigious national fellow-
ship.

Al Jones, an environmen-
tal science and natural re-
sources major, was selected
for a Newman Civic Fellow-
ship by Campus Compact, a
national coalition of colleges
and universities working to
advance the public purpos-
es of higher education. The
Newman Civic Fellowship is
a yearlong program that rec-
ognizes students who stand
out for their leadership poten-
tial and commitment to cre-
ating positive change in their
communities.

“AJ has been a standout
voice for inclusive science,”’
said President George Tim-
mons. “Their lived experi-
ence, academic excellence,
and drive to uplift others
make AJ a leader commit-
ted to meaningful, systemic
change.”

Jones, 20, who grew up in
the Springfield area and now
lives in Hadley, joins student
leaders from across the coun-
try as a member of the New-
man Civic Fellows class of
2025-2026. The fellowship
provides students with educa-
tional programs, workshops,
and networking opportunities
to help nurture their develop-
ment as civic leaders. With
the help of a campus mentor,
each fellow takes on a com-

munity-based project of their
design.

For their project, Jones
plans to continue work they
started last year at HCC help-
ing to adapt science labs and
field work to people with dis-
abilities and make accessible
design improvements to cam-
pus gardens and the college
greenhouse.

“Coming from a back-
ground of disability and non-
traditional education, I feel
a responsibility to my com-
munity to find ways to make
environmental science educa-
tion accessible,” said Jones,
who uses a wheelchair.

Jones took an indirect
route to higher education.
They left high school at 15
to deal with health issues that
have gradually diminished
their mobility.

“I was going to the hospi-
tal a lot and couldn’t keep up
with school,” said Jones.

However, it was during
their time away from school
that Jones’ interest in envi-
ronmental science emerged.

“I started an organic gar-
den, and from that I could see
how the plants were affecting
the soil, and how they were at-
tracting different types of bird
species and different insects,”
said Jones. “It was cool to see
how those things interacted. I
spent a lot of time exploring
nature. I would go out with
my field guide and thought,
‘this is awesome. I need to do
this.””

Jones ultimately complet-
ed high school through Gate-
way to College, HCC’s alter-

Submitted photo

AJ Jones smiling and ready to take on the future.

native high school program,
and has continued on at HCC
as a full-time science student.

“Gateway was a great cat-
apult,” they said.

At HCC, Jones is a mem-
ber of the STEM Scholars
program and treasurer of
the Environmental Science
Club. Last spring, they at-
tended a conference of the
Massachusetts Association of
Conservation Commissions
in Worcester and presented
research on an accessible gar-
den project.

Jones” Newman Fellow-
ship project will expand on
that research. They have al-
ready started scoping out the
nature trails around the HCC
campus, using Geographic
Information Systems (GIS)

to look at maps and track the
slopes and inclines of the ter-
rain.

Jones draws inspiration
from the Accessible Oceans
project at the Woods Hole
Oceanographic  Institution,
where scientists are devel-
oping solutions for making
ocean research and discover-
ies more accessible to people
with disabilities.

“It’s really cool stuff,”
Jones said. “I really want to
focus on how to make our
labs and our field work bet-
ter for students at HCC. If I
want there to be change, then
I have to try to help as much
as I can.”

SPACE from page 1

an astrophysicist in order to
pursue the study of space and
the universe full-time, rather
than settle for an “easier”, but
much less engaging, field.”

Her presentation taught
all who came to hear how to
conduct basic astronomical
observations, meaning how to
locate astronomical objects in
the night sky, define their fea-
tures, and learn about when
they will appear all from
home in your backyard.

“I focused on practical
considerations like light pol-
lution, observing technique,
recording one’s observations,
and how to use the coordinate
systems astronomers use to
locate and track objects in the

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-

ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

sky,” said Rubinstein.

The wonders of space are
truly boundless, as one looks
up into the night sky sky and
wonders what is out there,
and across the seemingly end-
less and countless number of
galaxies and constellations to
admire from our little planet.

From individual black
holes that several times larger
than our own entire solar sys-
tem, to just how large the uni-
verse is and our understand-
ing of it is so minimal.

“It meant a lot to me to be
able to share my presentation
at the library. The things as-
tronomers and astrophysicists
study can seem very removed
from daily life, being as they
are thousands or millions of
light-years away, but they are

USE DOORDASH
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BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNERS
Soups - Salads - Burgers - Dogs - Desserts
Sandwiches - Breakfast All Day - Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

ENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES 2 Bowers St., Holyoke

some of the most awe-inspir-
ing things we humans get to
witness with our own eyes,”
said Rubinstein.

“If you were to some-
how hold a section of the
entire universe in your hand,
zoomed all the way out so
that individual galaxies were
tiny, it would probably have
the consistency of a sponge.
An unimaginably heavy,
bright sponge,” said Rubin-
stein, sharing of of her favor-
ite things she’s learned since
beginning her program.

All of space is a mystery
we as humans long to solve,
and for astronomers, they
seek to do just that, and Ru-
binstein has a strong desire to
reach for the stars, and share
that love for the wonders
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Dee
Reilly

Saturday,
Oct. 11th

Jerry Murphy

of space with everyone she
meets.

“I see astronomy and as-
trophysics as a gateway to
forming a deep and meaning-
ful connection to forces much
more dramatic and vast than
we would ever encounter in
our daily lives, and I just
want to bring the amazement
of that experience to as many
people as possible,” said Ru-
binstein.

Whether you want to learn
more about black holes, the
rocks that float around our so-
lar system, the complexity of
stars, or even if you wonder if
there is anyone- or anything-
else out there, learning about
space is something for every-
one to take part in.
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New England Ghosts
will haunt Granby

GRANBY - Learn About
Local Paranormal History on
Thursday, October 30th with
Storyteller Jonah Knight

The Granby Free Pub-
lic Library is excited to an-
nounce the upcoming New
England Ghosts presenta-
tion, scheduled for October
30th at 5:30pm. This PG-13
event for adults explores true
historical ghost stories from
across New England and fea-
tures magical effects to build
atmosphere and enhance the
stories.

Award-winning storytell-
er Jonah Knight designed
this show to highlight the
fun and mystery around lo-
cal paranormal legends. At-
tendees will hear stories and
learn how to visit locations
discussed in the show, with-
in an atmosphere that mixes
spooky moments with some
laughs.

Event details
* What: A one-hour pro-
gram featuring local stories
of ghost sightings and inter-

actions (with a little magic).

* When: Thursday, Octo-
ber 30th at 5:30pm

* Where: Granby Free
Public Library, 297 E State
Street, Granby, MA 01033

e Who should attend:
Adults interested in ghost
stories and regional history.

* Content: While neither
graphic nor a horror presen-
tation, New England Ghosts
does talk about the circum-
stances around certain deaths
and hauntings.

* How much does it cost:
Free to the public.

* Sign-up is required as
space is limited. Contact the
Library during open hours to
secure your seats.

For more event infor-
mation, visit www.granby-
library.org or call 413-467-
3320. The Granby Free
Public Library is located at
297 E State St, Granby, MA
01033

More information
about  presenter  Jonah
Knight: www.jonahknight.
com

GARDEN from page 4

of the pot.

I pruned both the roots
and the top growth, cutting
it back to healthy growth just
a four inches tall, settling on
an eight inch pot for the three
original cuttings that made
up the one plant. I don’t have
high hopes for overwinter-
ing, because, I guess, this
plant has always been a fin-
icky one as a seedling in the
greenhouse.

It looks dry so you water
it, only to find out it has root
rot and now you’ve killed it.

My research indicates
that overwintering tempera-
tures should be warmer than
what you would use for ge-
raniums or fuchsias. We are
talking 65 to 75 degrees. An-
other point of interest is that
the plant likes humidity.

Putting the pot in a tray of

wet gravel will provide some
humidity to the immediate
area and may help, especial-
ly since winter air tends to be
dry. Indirect light is best for
these plants as well. Let’s
keep our fingers crossed!

Be adventurous, by trying
to overwinter some annuals.
You just may make it a little
easier on your wallet come
spring, especially if your
favorites are growing strong
right in your own house!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in
the subject line.
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chkmson Farms & Greenbouse
Fresh Made Cider Donuts On the Weekends!

Our Own Corn, Tomatoes, Radishes,

es & Cauliflowers, Leaf Lettuce,
es, Scallions, Squashes, Beans, Beets,
Winter Squashes & Cucumbers

Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods,
Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips,
Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products,

Healthy Dough by Jessica, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces,
New Wine Jellies, Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!

¢ ORNAMENTAL FALL GRASSES ¢ LARGE PUMPKINS & FALL DECOR!

Cabbage
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Sun. 8am-6pm www.dickinsonsfarm.com Gift Certificates Available
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-READYMADE MEALS-
FRESH, LOCAL, HEAT-AND-SERVE MEALS

SOUTH HADLEY
449 GRANBY ROAD

Route 202 across from
Baystate Medical Practices
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Sunflower fields galore.
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A silly squirrel helping itself to a
pumpkin.

This bench at Village Commons holding on to the last flowers
of the season.
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The Tiger is ready to welcome people.
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A little bear cub came to visit!

Little Quincy Fallon is enjoying a crisp apple.

GRANBY from page 1

However, the path to re-
gionalization is fraught with
potential pitfalls. An earli-
er survey conducted by the
school committee found that
surrounding districts were
initially reluctant to consider
regionalization.

“Things have changed a
lot, given the last two years
of budget crunching. I think
people have much more of an
appetite for it now,” Bail said.

The financial landscape
is particularly challenging.
Special education costs have
become a significant bur-
den, with a single residential
placement potentially cost-
ing up to $580,400 for one
student.

Bartosz expressed frustra-
tion with the state’s approach
to special education fund-
ing, stating, “I wish the state
would get involved... help us
out with some of the special
education mandates.”

The town is also grap-
pling with declining enroll-
ment and increasing opera-
tional costs. Bail emphasized
the urgency of exploring all
options, stating that the town
needs to “prove that regional-
ization was less of a benefit
than staying independent.”

A potential planning com-
mittee would be tasked with
exploring regionalization op-
tions, potentially with neigh-
boring districts like South
Hadley or Belchertown. The
committee would need to
carefully consider multiple
factors, including building

infrastructure, transportation
and financial implications.

The high school’s condi-
tion remains a critical con-
cern. Bartosz has advocated
for a comprehensive assess-
ment of the building’s infra-
structure, suggesting a de-
tailed inspection to create a
“punch list” of necessary re-
pairs. Potential issues include
outdated electrical systems,
potential HVAC upgrades
and possible PCB abatement
in windows. There also may
be issues with ADA compli-
ance for the building.

“We need to know what
we don’t know,” Bartosz
said, emphasizing the impor-
tance of a thorough building
assessment before making
any major decisions.

The town is also explor-
ing potential state assistance.
The Massachusetts School
Building Authority (MSBA)
may offer reimbursement for
certain renovation projects,
though the specifics remain
unclear.

Local officials stress that
no decision is imminent. The
next step is a joint meeting
between the Select Board and
School Committee to discuss
forming a planning commit-
tee and potentially commis-
sioning a detailed feasibility
study.

“The most important
thing is that people have
what they need to know to
make the decision they want
to make,” Bail said. “It’s not
about what I want or what
the school committee wants.
It’s about what the people of
Granby want.”
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Simone Quinn tries to overcome an opponent.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

| Tigers
shut out
Brownies

AGAWAM - The Agawam High
School girls soccer team suffered a
shutout loss on the road at South Had-
ley 5-0 last Monday afternoon. The
game was close throughout the first
half, but South Hadley broke through
for four goals in the second half. Mi-
kayla Weaver, Hannah Haesaert,
Kelcey Zranuig, Natalie Rios, and Al-
lison Fluery scored the goals for the
Tigers. Olivia Athas and Cara Dean
combined. Agawam is 1-5-2 now while
South Hadley is 4-4.
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Lea Agudelo plays the ball off her knee.

upfield.

Cara Dean corrals the ball and heads

Samuel Harrison takes possession.

Field hockey
continues

Amanda Stevenson makes her way up the
field.

comeback season.

Ella Haber guides the ball up the field.

SOUTH HADLEY - The return of South
Hadley High School has continued to be a
=7= positive experience. Despite a 2-1 setback

against Smith Academy last Friday, the Ti-
gers are 6-2 overall. The Tigers defeated
West Springfield 1-0 and Holyoke 6-0 last
! week. The Tigers continue with a matchup at

Teagan Cavanaugh Greenfield on Friday, Oct. 3. They will host
makes an insert pass  Belchertown in a big matchup on Tuesday,
on a penalty corner. _ Oct. 7.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Nora Vaughn looks to get around an opponent.

Rams fall to Mustangs
for a second time

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—Winning
a league title is something
that the Monson boys’ var-
sity soccer team is seeking
to do this fall.

The Mustangs, who are
members of the Schmid Di-
vision for the first time this
fall, remained in first place
in the league standings fol-
lowing a 3-1 road victory
against league rival Granby,
last Tuesday afternoon.

“We haven’t won a
league title in more than
10 years and that’s our first
goal every season,” said
Monson head coach Jar-
ed Pignone. “We just need
to keep playing hard and
keep winning our league
games. We also want to win
the Western Mass. title and
make a run in the state tour-

nament.”

The last time that Mon-
son, who entered this
week’s action with a 7-1
overall record and a perfect
6-0 league mark, hasn’t won
a league title since 2014.

A year ago, the Mus-
tangs were one of only two
Division 5 teams competing
in the Holley Division. The
other teams in that league
were either in Division 1,2,
or 3.

“This new league is a
better fit for us,” Pignone
said. “It’s even better fit for
our j.v. team. We have most-
ly seventh and eighth grad-
ers on that team. They’ve
been playing more compet-
itive games so far this sea-
son.”

The only Schmid Divi-
sion teams who aren’t try-

Please see RAMS, page 8

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Christopher Gregorio advances up the field.
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Granbyhosts 00 np in matinee

McKenna Zumbruski fights to keep the ball.

GRANBY -Last Saturday
morning on a sun-splashed
day, Granby High School
girls soccer hosted Chicop-
ee Comprehensive. The final

score of the game was not
reported as of press time, but
Granby did get an 8-0 win
over Palmer on Friday, Sept.
26. The Rams are 6-2-1 with-

TOWN Reminder

Kaitlyn
Curran
dribbles up

the field.

out the
result of

the Comp game. The Rams
are at Frontier Regional at 4
p-m. on Oct. 2.

Margaret Healey trles tomaneuver th
ball to keep it away from her opponent.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Jaidyn Roberge clears the ball.
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Extra roster
spots open in
fall baseball
league

SOUTH HADLEY
— The Quabbin Valley
Baseball League fall ses-
sion is underway with
just two games played.
Due to injuries and oth-
er obligations, a small
number of roster spots
have opened up on teams
and the league would
like to add a few more
players for the remain-
der of the fall campaign.

Games are Sundays
at 10 a.m. for the re-
mainder through Nov.
2. Anyone interested
in registering can go to
www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org and click
on the registration link.
There are six games re-
maining in the season
and the fee to play in the
remaining games will be
prorated for any player
who joins. Players look-
ing to join should be age
28 or older.

For more information
or to ask any questions,
contact Greg Scibelli
at GScibelli22 @yahoo.
com.

7 Digital
i Photos

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to

newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

Sophla Marsh attempts to steal the ball.
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Logan Carmody collects the ball and heads up the field.
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Samuel Moure possesses the ball pressured by a Monson

midfielder.

Maxwell Kennedy gets a foot on the ball.

RAMS from page 7

ing in Division 5 are Spring-
field International Charter
School and Westfield Tech.
Both of those schools are in
Division 4.

Granby (4-3-2, 3-3), who
has been competing in the
Schmid Division during the
past couple of years, also suf-
fered a 3-0 loss at Monson at
the beginning of September.

“This loss probably puts
us out of contention for the
league title,” said Granby
head coach Todd Dorman.
“The last time that we won
a league title was in 2023.
We also beat Monson in the
Western Mass. finals that
year. We’re still hoping to
qualify for this year’s West-
ern Mass. and the Division 5
state tournaments.”

When the MIAA released
the Division 5 power rank-
ings for the first time last
Friday, Monson was ranked
17th and Granby was ranked
36th. The top 32 teams auto-
matically qualify for the state
tournament.

During the first ten min-
utes of last Tuesday’s match,
the Rams had a pair of break-
away shots, which were both
taken by junior Brandon Car-
illon.

His first shot attempt
skipped just wide of the goal.

Monson freshman goal-
ie Mason Murphy (6 saves)
managed to deflect the sec-
ond shot on goal.

The Mustangs, who out-
shot the Rams, 21-8, took a
1-0 lead in the middle of the
opening half.

Senior Jake Beaupre
dribbled the ball down the
middle of the field. He then
made a pass to senior Austin
Meacham, who completed
the scoring play by firing a
shot into the left corner past
Granby senior goalie Daniel
Santiago (11 saves).

The score would remain
1-0 until the start of the sec-
ond half when the Mustangs
scored another goal by senior
Ben Pignone on a shot into
the right corner of the net. It
was assisted by sophomore
Anthony Tulloch.

With five minutes re-
maining in  regulation,
Beaupre scored a goal, which
was assisted by Meacham,
giving the Mustangs a 3-0
advantage.

Murphy’s  shutout bid
came to an end when Caril-
lon put a wide open shot into
the back of the net for an un-
assisted goal with less than
two minutes left.

Stephen Szlosek keeps play moving up the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Brandon Carillon gets the header.



October 3, 2025

SENIORS from page 1

community of South Hadley
for the benefit of South Had-
ley’s senior residents through
appropriate programming and
events and to enhance their
opportunities for meaningful
relationships and activities,”
said Prough.

“Volunteering with an
organization that has been
serving our community’s se-
niors for over 40 years is very
meaningful to me. It connects
me to a legacy of care and
compassion that has touched
generations before me,” said
Stawasz. “I feel proud to con-
tribute to that tradition, know-
ing that the time I give helps
brighten someone’s day and
shows our seniors how valued
they truly are.”

The Friends work to host
events, and the most recent
was the Annual Ice Cream
Social held at McCray’s
Farm, where those in atten-
dance could enjoy a live mu-
sic performance, as well as
hosting and organizing meal
programs and deliveries.

“The Friends of the South
Hadley Seniors want to have
an impact on the lives of our
seniors. We support many
of the activities at the senior
center and support other ef-
forts in our town to enrich
the lives of our seniors,” said
Stawasz. “We have grown
our membership and are very
thankful for the support we

get from so many, which al-
lows us to offer many activi-
ties and oftentimes at no cost
to our seniors.”

Upcoming events the
Friends have prepared in-
clude Healthy Aging Walks
at Buttery Brook Park from
October 6 through 10, Hal-
loween Bingo at the COA
on October 30, a free movie
showing at Tower Theaters on
November 10 of “I’ll See You
in My Dreams,” and a holiday
concert at St. Theresa Church
featuring the Dan Kane Sing-
ers on December 14.

“What I enjoy most about
being involved with the
Friends are the friendships
I’ve made and having the op-
portunity to connect with so
many seniors throughout our
town, both at the council on
aging and at our events,” said
Prough.

The Friends relies on the
membership costs that help
fund the work they do and the
many different events they
host. Membership is $10 for
each individual, per year, and
anyone is welcome to join as
a member.

“I enjoy being a part of
many successful events and
feeling that I can make a dif-
ference in some small way,”
said Stawasz. “Being part of
an organization with such a
long history of supporting
seniors gives me a sense of
belonging and purpose. It
inspires me to give my best,

TOWN Reminder

Submitted photos

Mary Ellen Scott, Kathy Gallivan, Janet Stawasz at the annual

Hanging Flower Basket Sale.

because I see how much
this work has mattered to
our community for so many
years.”

The Friends are also
working with TRIAD to help
coordinate and fill the annual
stuff-a-stocking for seniors
program, along with support-

ing monthly programming at
the council on aging.

You can find additional
information on the Friends
of the South Hadley Seniors
website at www.southhadley-
seniors.org.

Page 9

Ola Herbert and Fran 0’Connell are volunteermg for the
Friends’ annual ice cream sundae social.

A

Carole Goulding and Kathy Gallivan serve cider at the Council

on Aging.

LIBRARY from page 3

p-m. Bring your thoughts,
concerns, and ideas to share
with her.

Online Author Programs
(click each program for
more information)

10 Years of Daring Heists
and Lovable Outcasts in YA
Fantasy with Leigh Bardugo.
#1 New York Times Best-
selling and Award-Winning
Author of Six of Crows and
Shadow and Bone Series.
Thursday, October 9 at 7 p.m.

Finding My Way with
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
Malala Yousafzai. Bestselling
Author and Education Activ-
ist. Wednesday, October 22 at
7 p.m.

Courtly  Intrigue and
Whispers as Weapons with
Historical Fiction Queen
Philippa Gregory. Bestselling
Author of The Other Boleyn

Girl and Leading Voice in
Historical Fiction. Wednes-
day, October 29 at 2 p.m.

Children’s Programs

at SHPL

We’re starting off the
month with an all-ages Hal-
loween Costume Swap! Bring
in old costumes in good con-
dition the week of October
6-10 and get a ticket to “shop
the swap” on Saturday, Octo-
ber 11 at 10:30 a.m.

Banned Books Week,
where we celebrate the free-
dom to read (fREADom!),
is October 5 through 11. Con-
sider writing to a favorite au-
thor with the Dear Banned Au-
thor campaign, or just check
out any book(s) you like and
celebrate #f READom!

This month’s STEAM pro-
gram on Tuesday, October
7 at 3:45 p.m. features Joan
Axelrod-Contrada and Ann
Malespina, authors of Zeke

' -'-g?? 1 I
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the Weather Geek, who will
read from their book and lead
a rain-making experiment!
STEAM is for kids ages 5-11,
no sign-up is required.

Special guest Mr.
Liam will be joining us for
Rhyme Time on Tuesday,
October 14 at 10:30 a.m.
Get ready for drums, pup-
pets, ukulele, and ten-second
dance parties!

All our usual programs
continue: Baby Lapsit Story-
time, Lego & Games, Rhyme
Time, Storytime, Playgroup,
and Graphic Novel Book
Club on Thursday, October
9 at 4 p.m. Check the calen-
dar for details!

Teen Programs at SHPL

This month for Teens
(ages 11 through 19), we
have a lot of great offer-
ings! YA Book Tasting hap-
pens on Monday, October
6, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. This

x:!w‘u‘ﬁk
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CLIP OUT

month’s Crafternoon takes
place on Thursday, October
16, from 4 to 5 p.m. We will
be making Spooky Garlands.
No sign-up is needed. Night
Craft will be happening
on Tuesday, October 28, from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. We will be
crafting Stitch a Spider Web.
None of these programs re-
quire signing up unless you
would like an email reminder.

Our monthly gaming
sessions will be happening
on Tuesday, October 7 and 21
for Xbox1. Thursday, Octo-
ber 9, and Monday, October
27 for Switch. All gaming
sessions start at 3:30 p.m. and
run until 5:00 p.m. in the Teen
Room. No sign-up is needed.

Snackternoon returns this
month on Thursday, Octo-
ber 23, from 4 to 5 p.m. This
month features guest present-
ers, Food Explorers. They
bring us a Chopped style
program, making Tacos for

Event Name

Snackternoon. Please sign
up so we can have enough
supplies for all participants.

Our monthly Teen Take-
aways continue to be avail-
able. This month features
Tealight Ghosts. Sign up once
and get a new Teen Takeaway
every month. We also have our
latest Booktrovert pick: Kill
Creatures by Rory Power.
There are no in-person meet-
ups, just enjoy the book on
your own time. Copies are
available in the Teen Room
for checkout.

Any questions please email
Bethany.

Gaylord Memorial

Library Programs
Spice Club is back! Sign
up here to get a sample of
Southern New England Spice
Co.>s Maple Powder and dis-
cuss your cooking and baking
plans with other spice enthu-
siasts on Thursday, October 2

. Community
Holiday Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

at 6:30 p.m.

Get involved in Gaylord’s
gardens! Join us on Friday,
October 3 at noon for Gay-
lord’s Garden Club.

Castle  Nitor’'s  popu-
lar Chain Mail Bracelet work-
shop returns to Gaylord
on Thursday, October 9 at 6
p-m. Register here.

People of all ages can
drop in for Cornhole on the
back lawn on Thursday, Oc-
tober 16 from 4 to 7 p.m.

For kids, we also have our
usual Story Times (Fridays at
10:30 a.m.). We have a spe-
cial visit from UMass Live
Insect Zoo on Friday, Octo-
ber 17 at 10:30 a.m., where
you can meet and learn about
bugs! LEGO Club meets on
Thursdays, October 2, 16,
and 30 from 3 to 6 p.m., and
we have Drop-In Crafts on
Thursdays, October 9 and 23
from 3 to 6 p.m.

Date/Time

Location

Description

i Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
...........................

Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email.
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Auto interior maintenance and cleaning tips

A number of factors are involved
in keeping a vehicle functioning
and looking good. Ensuring a vehi-
cle interior is clean and tidy is easily
overlooked, but such efforts can
improve the driving experience.

Drivers who want their cars and
trucks to look their best should
not forget their vehicle interiors.
Drivers unsure where to start can

Get Ready For FALL
at

(P> AUTO PARTS

All your car care needs are right here
at one location.

Stop in and check out our

GREAT SPECIALS!
NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Belchertown Auto Parts Get the
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA \Good Stuff

(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

Part of Taking Care
of Your Car
Is Having Good

Insurance Coverage

= Insurance ASCHC}’, Inc.

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

19 N. Main Street
Belchertown

(413) 323-9611

15 Central Street
West Brookfield
(508) 867-4646

www.bellandhudson.com

spruce up their vehicle interiors in
the following ways.

* Remove any trash. Wrappers,
receipts, empty water bottles, and
other items can quickly pile up in-
side a car, especially for drivers who
have young children. Routinely go
through the vehicle to gather and
remove debris.

¢ Vacuum the interior. Start off
with a can of compressed air and
blow out dust and any other dirt
that has accumulated in tight crev-
ices. Then use a high-powered vac-
uum to conduct a thorough clean-
ing. Pay attention to the seams of
car seats, door handles, armrests,
floor mats, underneath child safety
seats, and the trunk or cargo area.
If you don’t have a vacuum with a
lot of suction, utilize one at a do-it-
yourself car wash location.

e Scrub floor mats. Drivers with
rubber mats can remove them and
make a mild cleaning solution of a

few drops of dish soap and warm
water. Use a soft-bristled brush to
clean the mats. Upholstered mats
can be shampooed using a carpet
cleaner. Then rinse and hang to
dry. All mats should be completely
dry before being returned to the
vehicle.

¢ Clean the upholstery. Seats
can get dirty and dingy over time.
For cloth vehicle seats, use a proper
spray or foam upholstery cleaner.
All-purpose cleaner can work on
vinyl seats, but leather seats require
a special leather soap and condi-
tioner.

¢ Address glass surfaces. You
can use a store-bought glass clean-
er on the windshield, windows
and mirrors with a lint-free cloth.
Avoid products containing ammo-
nia, which may damage tinting on
windows.

* Consider lingering odors. If
the interior of the car has an odor,
the cabin air filter may need to be
changed.. A car air freshener can
further improve the interior smell.

A thorough deep cleaning can
be done at least once a month to
keep a vehicle’s interior fresh and
clean. However, keeping up with
interior cleaning and maintenance
by doing small jobs regularly will
reduce the need for routine deep
cleaning.

VERYL'S

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.
644 Newton Street, South Hadley

BRAKES ¢ ALIGNMENTS e TIRES
ELECTRICAL TESTING

WARNING LIGHT TESTING
SHOCKS AND STRUTS
STATE INSPECTIONS & MORE

Call today to schedule your appointment

413-536-0794

www.verylsautomotive.com

OPERATED BY THE POIRIER FAMILY
— SiNnce 1947 —

Approved
Auto Repair

-
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Common car noises and what they might be indicating

Although there are many driv-
ers who understand what goes on
under the hood of a vehicle and
the inner workings of car mechan-
ics, there are plenty of others who
might not know a spark plug from
a dipstick. For the latter group, ran-
dom noises when driving can be a
cause for immediate alarm.

Certain noises can be innocu-
ous and easily fixed, while others
may be indicative of something
more complex. Pinpointing where
a noise is coming from can help
vehicle owners identify the prob-
lem. Here’s a list of some common
sounds and what the causes might
be, courtesy of Firestone, Geico
and Nationwide.

High-pitched squealing

Screeching or squealing coming
from the tires when stepping on
the brakes likely means that brake
pads are wearing down and the in-
dicator is rubbing against the rotor.
Although this is not an emergency
situation, it does mean that brakes
will need to be replaced sooner
than later.

Rattling in the wheel
If you hear rattling inside of a
wheel at low speeds which stops
as you drive faster, it could mean
there is a loose lug nut inside of

the hub cap. That wheel wasn't
tightened properly the last time it
was removed and replaced. Bring
the car to a mechanic as soon as
possible.

Clicking

If you try to start the car and
only hear a clicking sound instead
of the car turning over, a dead bat-
tery is likely the cause. Such a noise
also may indicate corroded battery
terminals that are preventing the
current from flowing. Terminals
need to be cleaned. The battery
should be checked and jumped, if
necessary. If a battery is not hold-
ing a charge, a new one is needed.

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE

GENERAL
REPAIRS

Gall now for your Fall Check-up

) HOSES["BELTS [/ BRAKES
VI TIRES [“FLUIDS [/HEATING SYSTEMS

3 AMHERST RD. (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

-

Squeaky or scraping
windshield wipers
Squeaking and scraping means
the windshield wipers are wearing

down or the windshield is dirty.
Clean the windshield and inspect
the wiper blades to make sure they
are in working order. A bad wiper
and dirty windshield can reduce
visibility and make driving danger-
ous.

Clunking sounds
Clunking sounds may indicate
a few different issues. A clunking
sound might indicate worn out
shock absorbers, which absorb
vibrations from the wheels. Dam-
aged struts also can cause clunk-

RECYCLE

ing. Worn out leaf spring shackles
that help in off-roading conditions
also can cause clunking when they
bend or break.

Humming, whining
or whirring
These strange noises might
have different origins. Check if the
differential needs to be lubricat-
ed. A wheel bearing also could be
worn out and produce a noise. In
more severe cases, the transmission
could be failing. The best course
of action is to get a professional
opinion from a mechanic.

Flapping noise

A broken belt typically is the
culprit when a vehicle makes a flap-
ping or slapping noise. Something
also may be interfering with the
fan. Driving with a broken belt may
cause severe engine damage, so it's
important to address the issue.

Squealing under the hood
Squealing can indicate worn or
loose accessory belts. In newer cars

it might be the serpentine belt.
Belts are relatively inexpensive and
easy fixes.

These are some of the sounds
that vehicles can make when some-
thing is awry. Figuring out the issue
can prevent further damage.

WEST-:VER

AUTO SALVAGE

Lsed Auto Parts & Recycling

CENTER
“Salvage the Best — Recycle the Rest”
147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN

USED AUTO PARTS...

If we don’t have it,
we will locate it through
our nationwide network!

- B y 5 . .
<
: /,

_ getThat
Unused Vehicle
out of the Yard

Bring us your waste oill,
scrap steel & old batteries

FREE OF CHARGE!

e==n Open: Mon. - Fri. 8 to 5, Sat. 8 to 1 D

413-323-4210 »

1-800-338-5100
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Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

ALASKA CHANNING STOVE 2020
CHANNING 111, Model 140, paddle feed.
Very good condition. Excellence source to
heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48” hearth pad in-
cluded. Reasonable offer. 413-238-7848.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN has tools and
supplies for sale. Call 413-658-8535.

MOVING SALE

MOVING SALE!
OCTOBER 4, 9AM-1PM.
No early birds.

1 Pioneer Drive, Palmer.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical  instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military
cameras, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment, toys,
one item or entire estate.
Call Paul 413-206-8688.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

SERVICES WANTED

NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 200’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

413-531-1936 erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches.
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
CREDTT CARDS ACCEPTED insured. Call 413-315-1614.
ARA JUNK
FURNITURE HOME
REMOVAL IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

ALL-BRITE GUTTER SERVICES.
Seamless gutters, leaf guards, and gutter
repair. Contact for your free consultation
508-989-4662. Your local gutter profes-
sional. Huntington, MA HIC#215976

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran's discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work.
No project too small.
Service upgrades, pools.
Trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

Cis=)

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape
@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry
Framing  Drywall «
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

BW ROOFING. Home improvement con-
tractor Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 15
years experience. 413-727-9846

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

2007 FORD E150 VAN, 86655 mile-
age includes: steel partition door, shelving,
cabinets, bins/racks, roof racks. Call for info
413-658-8535.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see!
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

HOLE SPECIALIST, Ludlow MA is look-
ing to hire machine shop assistant. Good
mechanical abilities and basic blueprint
reading required. Full and part time posi-
tions available.

Email Bob@HoleSpecialists.com

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A ol
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | 2 | 24 s
25 Beesnge | 26 Beszag0| 27 B oot | 28 B 000
29 S50 | 30 Bestana | 31 Bie | 32 B 200
3 | 3 | ¥ i | 36 "
37 Betaamn | 38 Beiansa| 39 Betanan| 40 P00
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QaVISA (1 Discover a Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

NEW
WEST o
BELCHERTOWN
d& ¥ :
BRIFELD
STURBRIDGE

o

BROOKF!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

PART TIME SNOWPLOW
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are
needed for the Town of New Brain-
tree for the 2025-2026 season. Po-
sitions available for both CDL and
non-CDL License.

If you are interested, please contact
Highway Superintendent
Richard Ayer at
(508) 867-2451
or email
hwysecretary@
newbraintree.org.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-street
parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo in-
cludes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 413-896-
1555

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON




October 3, 2025

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

RE: Application for a
Change of Manager and
Change of Officers / Directors
/ LLC Managers

Licensee Address: 2086 Me-
morial Drive, South Hadley,
MA 01075

Notice is hereby given in ac-
cordance with the provisions of
Chapter 138, Section 15A of the
General Laws of Massachusetts,
as amended, that 2086 South
Hadley Corporation d/b/a Hadley
Mart has applied for a Change of
Manager and Change of Offi-
cers / Directors / LLC Manag-
ers on their All Alcohol License
to be exercised at 2086 Memorial
Dr., South Hadley, MA.

The Selectboard as Licensing
Authority will hold a public hear-
ing on said application on Oct.
21, 2025 at 7:05 p.m. at 45 Day-
ton St. The hearing will be held
in a hybrid fashion with the op-
portunity for both in-person at-
tendance and remote. Please note
that while an option for remote
attendance and/or participation
is being provided as a courtesy to
the public, the meeting/hearing
will not be suspended or termi-
nated if technological problems
interrupt the virtual broadcast,
unless otherwise required by
law. Members of the public with
particular interest in any specific
item on this agenda should make
plans for in-person or virtual at-
tendance accordingly. For pur-
poses of in-person attendance the
Selectboard will host the meeting
in the multi-purpose room with
remote participation details not-
ed below.

Remote Meeting Connection
noted below:

Dial-in Number: + 1 646 558
8656

Webinar ID: 853 7689 3880

Passcode: 161201

Please use this URL to log-in:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
85376893880?pwd=aZieNG

YauntKgINAfYAsiY8SuL
HM2N.1
Meeting  attendees  should

mute phones (*6 for landlines)
unless asking questions or com-
menting. All attendees should
wait to speak until other partici-
pants are finished.
Town of South Hadley
Selectboard,
Licensing Authority
Jeff Cyr, Chair
Nicole Casolari, Vice Chair
Carol Constant, Clerk
Andrea Miles, Member
Renee Sweeney, Member
*Under M.G.L. Chapter 138,
§ 15A and § 16C, any school,
church, or hospital within 500
feet of 2086 Memorial Dr., South
Hadley, MA 01075 wishing to
object to the issuance of such
license must voice objections in
writing.
10/03/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Division
Docket No.
HS25P0548EA
Estate of:

Joanne Marie Bristol
Also Known As:
Joanne M. Bristol
Date of Death: May 2, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Thomas A.
Bristol of South Hadley, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Thomas A. Bristol of South
Hadley, MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

10/03/2025

Notice of
Sale of Motor Vehicles

under G.L. c. 255, Section 39A

Notice is hereby given by
DM Towing LLC, 254 Old
Lyman Road, South Hadley, MA
01075 pursuant to the provisions
of G.L. C. 255, Section 39A,
that on 10/09/2025 at 12:00 PM
at 254 Old Lyman Road, South
Hadley, MA by private auc-
tion the following motor vehi-
cles will be sold to satisfy the
garagekeeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care
and expenses of notices and sale
of said vehicle.

2011 Subaru Legacy

Reg #/ State: 4TMD12 MA
VIN: 4S3BMBC69B3252730
Owner: Robert B Macdonald
6 Cherry St.

Northampton, MA 01060

2004 Mercedes-Benz CL-Class
VIN: WDBPJ75J24A041881
Reg # / State: 4KKE32 MA
Owner: Josean E Plazas

152 Crescent Dr.

Chicopee, MA 01013

09/19, 09/26, 10/03/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS25P0618EA
Estate of:

Peter Charles Dolan
Also known as:
Peter C. Dolan

Date of Death: 08/28/2025

CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Priscilla A. Dolan
of Granby, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Priscilla A. Dolan of Granby,
MA be appointed as Personal

Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 10/29/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 26, 2025
Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate
10/03/2025

Town of Granby
Massachusetts
Conservation Commission

The Granby Conservation
Commission will hold Public
Hearings pursuant to the Wetland
Protection Act (MGL Chapter
131, Section 40) on Tuesday,
October 14, 2025 *1 Library
Lane- Carnegie Building-Top
Floor to consider the following:

1. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by
Alan Kotowicz to see whether
the area depicted on plan(s) refer-
enced are subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the Wetlands Protection
Act and to see if the boundaries
of resource area depicted on
plans or maps referenced are ac-
curately delineated with regards
to property located on Carver St
( Lot between 95 and 103 Carver
Street), in the Town of Granby.

Members of the public can
attend virtually by phone at +1
(312) 757-3121 using Access
Code: 282-289-421or by visiting
https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/282289421.

Anyone wishing information
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Town Reminder

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Reminder

place designated. The complete
materials (including text and
maps) relative to this “RDA” are
available for inspection during
regular business hours at the Se-
lectmen’s Office located in the
Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State
Street. Additionally, copies of the
application may be inspected on
the Conservation Commission’s
web page at www.granby-ma.gov.
William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation
Commission

10/03/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS25P0628EA
Estate of:

Joyce Gagne Roberts
Also known as:
Joyce G. Roberts
Date of Death: 08/17/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Roland J. Roberts
of South Hadley, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Roland J. Roberts of South
Hadley, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 11/05/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
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UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 29, 2025
Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate
10/03/2025

Town of Granby
Massachusetts
Conservation Commission

The Granby Conservation
Commission will hold Public
Hearings pursuant to the Wetland
Protection Act (MGL Chapter
131, Section 40) on Tuesday,
October 14, 2025 *1 Library
Lane- Carnegie Building-Top
Floor to consider the following:

1. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by
Thomasz and Sabina Sroka to
see whether the area depicted on
plan(s) referenced are subject to
the jurisdiction of the Wetlands
Protection Act and to see if the
work depicted on plans refer-
enced is subject to the Wetlands
Protection Act with regards to
property located on Cold Hill
Road and known as Map 3 Lot A
1-1, in the Town of Granby.

Members of the public can
attend virtually by phone at +1
(312) 757-3121 using Access
Code: 282-289-421or by visiting
https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/282289421.

Anyone wishing information
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and
place designated. The complete
materials (including text and
maps) relative to this “RDA” are
available for inspection during
regular business hours at the Se-
lectmen’s Office located in the
Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State
Street. Additionally, copies of the
application may be inspected on
the Conservation Commission’s
web page at www.granby-ma.gov.

William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation
Commission

10/03/2025

Town of Granby
Massachusetts
Conservation Commission

The Granby Conservation
Commission will hold Public
Hearings pursuant to the Wetland
Protection Act (MGL Chapter
131, Section 40) on Tuesday,
October 14, 2025 to be held at
1 Library Lane-Old Carnegie Li-
brary-Top Floor to consider the
following:

1.7:30 PM-NOI-filed by Lau-
ra Stamborski, applicant, Jason
Lafleur, owner, for a proposed
construction of a single-family
dwelling within the 100’ buffer
to a bordering vegetated wetland
including an onsite septic sys-
tem, well and driveway and asso-
ciate grading. Closest work pro-
posed greater than 50° of BVW,
with regards to property located
at Cold Hill Road and known
as Map 3-A-Block 12.4, in the
Town of Granby.

Members of the public can
attend virtually by phone at +1
(312) 757-3121 using Access
Code: 282-289-4210r by visiting
https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/282289421.

Anyone wishing information
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and
place designated. The complete
materials (including text and
maps) relative to this “NOI” are
available for inspection during
regular business hours at the Se-
lectmen’s Office located in the
Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State
Street. Additionally, copies of the
application may be inspected on
the Conservation Commission’s
web page at www.granby-ma.gov.

William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation
Commission

10/03/2025

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

alphabet
18. Periodical (slang)
19. Smooth singer Cole
20. Dorsal sclerites in
insects
22. One from Utah
23. The world of the
dead

31. Dark olive black
33. Places to sit and

45. Swiss river

48. A banana has one

50. Afrikaans

52. Relative biological
effectiveness (abbr.)

53. Agave

55. Journalist Tarbell

56. One-time tech

around the spinal
cord

CLUES ACROSS eat 65. Accompanies nook
1. Native American 35. Made a mistake 66. Vogue
people of CA 37. Damp 67. Highly excited
5. Long periods of 38. Banned fuel type
time (Brit.) 40. Actor Damon CLUES DOWN
10. Classroom tool 41, What thespians do 1. Witch
12. Rods 42. A polite address 2. Utilize
14. One who renews for a woman 3. Writing utensil
16. They start the 44. Disallow 4. Where rockers work

6. Consume
7. Type of catfish

9. Atomic #50

poetry

25. Singer Redding leader 13. Humorous critiques
26. Mafia head 57. Incidentally (abbr.) 15. Cool!

27. Wrongly 58. Intestinal 17. Worst

28. Unhappy bacterium 18. Wet dirt

30. Anger 63. Loose sheats 21. Useful

capacity

5. Becomes less intense

8. “Horsetown, U.S.A.”
10. The Muse of lyric

11. Brings back to life

23. Hebrew unit of liquid

24. High schoolers’ test

27. Internet device

29. City in India

32. A place to rest

34. Chat responder

35. A way to move on

36. What consumers are
given

39. Digital audiotape

40. More (Spanish)

43. Disfigured

44. White (Spanish)

46. Church building

47. Georgia rockers

49. Surgeon’s tool

51. “Much __ about
nothing”

54. Make by braiding

59. Local area network

60. Unit of work

61. Indigenous person of
Thailand

62. Liquefied natural gas

64. Distance to top
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Lithium-ion battery risks
and ways to minimize
them to be addressed

As the official sponsor of Fire Prevention
Week™ for more than 100 years, FPA
announces «Charge into Fire Safety™:
Lithium-Ion Batteries in Your Home as this

year’s theme

REGION - Most of the
electronics in our homes -
smartphones, tablets, pow-
er and lawn tools, laptops,
e-cigarettes, headphones,
and toys, to name just a
few - are powered by lithi-
um-ion Dbatteries. However,
if not used correctly or dam-
aged, lithium-ion batteries
can overheat and start a fire
or explode. In response to
these potential risks, the Na-
tional Fire Protection As-
sociation® (NFPA®) - the
official sponsor of Fire Pre-
vention Week™ for more
than 100 years - has an-
nounced «Charge into Fire
Safety™: Lithium-lon Bat-
teries in Your Home» as the
theme for Fire Prevention
Week, October 5 through 11,
2025.

“Lithium-ion  batteries
are powerful, convenient,
and they’re just about every-
where,” said Lorraine Carli,
vice president of Outreach
and Advocacy at NFPA.
“Making sure the public
knows how to use them safe-
ly is critical to minimizing
the potential risks they pose.”

According to NFPA, de-
vices powered by lithium-ion
batteries are largely used
without incident. However,
reports of fires and explo-
sions involving lithium-ion
batteries have been on the
rise in recent years, reinforc-
ing the importance of better
educating the public about
how to use, handle, and recy-
cle them safely.

This year’s Fire Preven-

tion Week theme, “Charge
into Fire Safety™: Lithi-
um-Ion Batteries in Your
Home,” provides the in-
formation, guidance, and
resources needed to buy,
charge, and dispose of/recy-
cle lithium-ion batteries safe-
ly, with a focus on the follow-
ing messages:

BUY only listed products

When buying a product
that uses a lithium-ion bat-
tery, take time to research
it. Look for a stamp from a
nationally recognized test-
ing lab on the packaging and
product, which means that it
meets established safety stan-
dards.

Many products sold on-
line and in stores may not
meet safety standards and
could increase the risk of fire.

CHARGE devices safely

Always use the cables
that come with the product
to charge it. Also, charge the
device in accordance with the
manufacturer’s instructions.

If you need a new charger,
buy one from the manufac-
turer or one that the manufac-
turer has approved.

Charge your device on a
hard surface. Don’t charge it
under a pillow, on a bed, or
on a couch. This could cause
a fire.

Don’t overcharge your
device. Unplug it or remove
the battery when it’s fully
charged.

DISPOSE OF/RECYCLE
batteries responsibly
Don’t throw lithium-ion

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212
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batteries in the trash or reg-
ular recycling bins because
they could catch fire.

Recycling your device or
battery at a safe battery re-
cycling location is the best
way to dispose of them. Vis-
it www.call2recycle.org to
find a recycling spot near
you.

Fire Prevention Week is
celebrated throughout North
America every October and
is the oldest U.S. public
health observance on record.
For more than 100 years, Fire
Prevention Week has worked
to educate people about the
risk of home fires and ways
to minimize them. Local fire
departments, schools, and
community  organizations
play a key role in bringing
Fire Prevention Week to life
in their communities each
year and spreading basic but
critical fire safety messages.

To learn more about Fire
Prevention Week and this

year’s theme, “Charge into
Fire Safety: Lithium-Ion
Batteries in Your Home,”
visit fpw.org. Additional Fire
Prevention Week resourc-
es for children, caregivers,
and educators can be found
at sparky.org and sparky-
schoolhouse.org.

For this release and oth-
er announcements about
NFPA initiatives, research,
and resources, please visit
the NFPA press room.

About Fire Prevention
Week™

NFPA has been the of-
ficial sponsor of Fire Pre-
vention Week™ since 1922.
According to the National Ar-
chives and Records Adminis-
tration’s Library Information
Center, Fire Prevention Week
is the longest-running public
health and safety observance
on record. The President of
the United States has signed
a proclamation declaring a
national observance during
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Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

that week every year since
1925. Visit www.firepreven-
tionweek.org for more safety
information.

About the National
Fire Protection
Association® (NFPA®)

Founded in 1896,
NFPA® is a global self-fund-
ed nonprofit organization de-
voted to eliminating death,
injury, property, and eco-
nomic loss due to fire, elec-
trical, and related hazards.
The association delivers in-
formation and knowledge
through more than 300 con-
sensus codes and standards,
research, training, education,
outreach, and advocacy; and
by partnering with others
who share an interest in fur-
thering the NFPA mission.
For more information, vis-
it nfpa.org. All NFPA codes
and standards can be viewed
online for free atnfpa.org/
freeaccess.

October 3, 2025

Handbag
Bingo is on
November 8

Purchase your
tickets before they
sell out!

SOUTH HADLEY -
Tickets are now available to
the popular Handbag Bingo
fundraiser being hosted on
November 8 at St There-
sa’s Church by the Friends
of Buttery Brook Park. This
annual fundraising event will
benefit improvements to the
park, specifically, the addi-
tion of shade structures. “The
recent park improvement
project allowed us to add
some wonderful new piec-
es to the playground. These,
coupled with our great spray
park, brought more visitors
to the park this summer. We
often see families trying to
crowd under small trees by
the playground to get some
respite from the sun. We
know there is a need for ad-
ditional shade,” commented
event organizer and Friends’
board member Kim Prough.
Tickets are $40 each and can
be reserved by emailing Kim
at ksprough@me.com.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.




