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By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Long time Assistant Town 
Administrator and Human 
Resources Director Chuck 
Romboletti has stepped 
down from his positions.  
The former director’s de-
parture was made public 
during the South Hadley Se-
lect Board meeting on Sept. 
22, which was marked with 
heartfelt words by Rombo-
letti himself.

“Thank you,” Romboletti 
said to his former colleagues.  
“It’s been an awesome three 
years here. Thank you to the 
Board.  Thank you to Lisa.  
Thank you to the coworkers.”

Assistant Administrator opens 
vacancy in town government

Submitted photo
Select Board Chair Jeff Cyr and Assistant Town Administrator and Human Resources 
director Chuck Romboletii.

Please see VACANCY, 
page 2

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY – In 
last month’s Select Board 
discussion, Police Lieutenant 
Mark Baran introduced a 
proposed partnership with 
technology company Bus 
Patrol to install on-board 
cameras on school bus stop 
signs. The measure is part 
of a town initiative to lower 
traffic violations and provide 
the police department a way 
to check traffic violations    
during school bus drop-offs.

“We’ve been doing a lot 
of work to research this new 
law that’s available for mu-
nicipalities to adopt,” As-
sistant Town Administrator 
Chuck Romboletti said.

The new law in question 
is Massachusetts General 

Law Chapter 40, Section 71, 
which allows the town to in-
stall school bus violation de-
tection monitoring systems 
to help enforce traffic laws.  
Baran reported the police de-
partment was already in talks 
with possible vendors to im-

plement the system and de-
scribed how it would work.

“The camera would ac-
tivate when the stop sign 
comes out, starts blinking 
and then would hope to catch 
any violators,” Romboletti 
said.  “Hopefully there are 
none, but it would catch vi-
olators.”

Romboletti explained the 
technology would alert the 
police department of poten-
tial violators and would also 
provide a “automatic mech-
anism” to send a citation to 
the perpetrator.  He applaud-
ed Lieutenant Baran’s ef-
forts in getting this measure 

School bus stop sign camera 
system to be implemented

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer 

GRANBY – The Gran-
by Wine Haus and Vineyard 
at Jameson Farm served as 
venue for the annual Granby 
Rotary Celebrity Bartend-
ing Night.  Organized by the 
Holyoke Rotary Club, the 
event united Granby, South 
Hadley and Holyoke charters 
for an evening of networking, 
wine tasting and community 
spirit. 

“I thought getting celeb-
rity bartenders and trying to 
get someone from each of 
the towns would help foster 
growth in our club through-
out the three communities,” 
said Rotarian Barbara Bar-
ron.  “We wanted something 
that was going to raise some 
money but also raise aware-
ness for our club, as well as 
just have us meet new people 
and have fun.”

Sept. 30 marked the third 
year for the event, which at-
tracted business professionals 
and prominent figures within 
the three towns.  Notewor-
thy attendees included State 
Representative Pat Duffy and 
Rotary Club District Gover-
nor Christine Burns.

“We’re always trying to 
expand into the other com-
munities and get more peo-
ple from South Hadley and 
Granby into our club,” Bar-
ron said.  “Our motto is ser-
vice above self and so we’re 
always trying to find people 
who love to give back to their 
community and spread good-

will and friendship.”
The venue offered a wide 

assortment of different wines 
on tap and a raffle to sup-
plement the spirited conver-
sations, which spilled from 
the cozy indoor venue to a 
spacious outdoor area behind 
the building. A Thai food 
truck was also present, which 
could be enjoyed on provided 
outdoor seating.

“They just do all these 
good works,” said State Rep-
resentative Patricia Duffy 
about the Holyoke Rotary 
club as she took a break from 
the wine pouring to enjoy a 
plate of Pad Thai outside.  
“They just really bring good 

Annual Rotary 
Celebrity Bartending 
Night creates 
community buzz

The South Hadley Select Board 
weighed in on potential new 
traffic monitoring technology.

Submitted photos
South Hadley Police Lieutenant Mark Baran 
explains the new technology.

Please see CAMERA, page 7

SOUTH HADLEY – Rita Patru-
no celebrated her 100th birthday this 
week.

Born on Oct. 7, 1926, she is the 
proud mother of four children, grand-
mother of six, and great-grandmother 
of 10. 

Throughout her life, she has al-
ways been a caregiver, giving so much 
of herself to her family and helping 
raise generations of children and 
grandchildren.

She is deeply loved and truly the 
matriarch of the family. Her strength, 
kindness, love, and devotion have 
shaped all of her family members, and 
they feel incredibly blessed to cele-
brate this amazing milestone with her.

The family wishes a happy 100th 
birthday to the person they describe as 
the “heart of the family.”

Rita Patruno celebrates 100th birthdayRita Patruno celebrates 100th birthday

Submitted Photos
Rita Patruno of South 
Hadley celebrated her 100th 
birthday on Oct. 7.

100-year-old Rita Patruno is shown with one of 
her great-grandchildren.

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
 Rotarian Barbara Baron poses with her fellow attendees.

Massachusetts State Representative Patricia Duffy poured 
wine for the attendees.

New Rotarian Rosanna Lopez 
strikes a pose in the rear 
outdoor venue.

Please see ROTARY, page 10
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lb
$296

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/8/26-10/14/2610/8/26-10/14/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN PILLSBURY

GRANDS 
CINNAMON ROLLS 30.5 OZ BAG ....

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN BLUE SEA

SWIMMING 
BLUE CRAB RAW 2 LB BOX ............

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN SAVORY SEAS

PANKO BREADED 
SHRIMP 2 LB BAG .............................

99¢USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN .............................

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS
lb $1299

USDA INSP. 
PASTRAMI ..............................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ...................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN LOIN END or 
RIB END ROAST ......................

NATHAN’S

ALL BEEF HOT DOGS 12 OZ .
USDA INSP. STOREMADE TERIYAKI MARINATED
CHICKEN TENDERLOINS .... lb

2/$5
$299

$249
ea

lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

BEEF
TENDERLOINS

$859
lb

$249
lb

$199
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$1599

$1199
lb

$185USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN 10 LB BAG .. lb

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ..

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$428

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

  

The Granby Cultural Council
Sponsors

Granby Preservation Society’s
Ms. Valentine Memory Tree Ornament Event

Come help us make ornaments for Kellogg Hall 
former teacher Ms. Valentine Gallup’s Memory Tree 

on the front lawn. This event is for all ages.

Saturday, Oct. 10th, 10am-2pm
250 State Street, Granby

Rain or Shine

Info: fundraising@granbypreservationsociety.org

CRAFT 
FAIR

Immaculate Heart of Mary
256 State St., Granby
Monday, Oct. 12

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(Rain date Sat., Oct. 17)

INSIDE & OUT
Vendors, Basket Raffles, 

Lottery, Breakfast & Lunch 
Will Be Available

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

17th of Every Month - Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinners

Saturday 
Oct. 17

The
Healys

Friday 
Oct. 16
Lower
Valley
Guys

Saturday 
Oct. 10

Desmond 
Burke 

& Friends

Friday 
Oct. 9
Jack &

His Guitar

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

Pair a Grilled Cheese On Our Homemade Bread 
with a Cup or Bowl of Our New House Soup!
Breakfast, Lunch & Specials

Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

178 Federal St.
Belchertown
(413) 323-6175

theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSETHE ROADHOUSE
CAFECAFE

Submitted photo
Assistant Town Administrator and Human Resources Director  
Chuck Romboletti encourages former colleagues as he 
reflects on his time in office.

The departure is the result 
of a recent accepted position 
at Holyoke Community Col-
lege, a new role Romboletti 
reported as a “good profes-
sional fit” for himself and his 
family.  He called the leaving 
of his post “bittersweet” and 
the result of a hard personal 
decision.

“It’s hard to leave,” Rom-
boletti said.  “It’s been 16 
years in local government.  
It’s been a privilege to serve 
communities.”

The former assistant town 
administrator stated South 
Hadley held a “special place 
in his heart” and described the 
town as a “great community.”  
During his speech, Rombolet-
ti encouraged his colleagues 
to keep serving the town to 
the best of their ability.

“I know there are chal-
lenging times ahead, but I 
think we have a great team 
here,” Romboletti said. “We 
have great people involved 
and we’ll get through things 
with people engaged here.”

However, the departure 
comes with additional con-
cerns for the town.  As he is 
the only person who is serv-
ing as both assistant town 
administrator and human 
resources director, it would 
create a vacuum within town 
administration.  However, 
though he acknowledged ex-
isting challenges, he conclud-
ed it was possible to ensure 
continuity with minimal dis-
ruptions, should they handle 
the transition carefully.  

“It’s a lean HR depart-
ment as it is,” Romboletti 
said.  “Right now, it’s myself 
who’s full-time with the ATA 
/ HR role.  We have a con-
tracted benefits administrator 
who’s in-office once a week 
and available throughout the 
week remotely, but we’re able 
to keep up with a number of 
HR things.”  

Providing an information 
packet describing his former 
role and a newly updated de-
scription for the human ser-
vices director position, Rom-
boletti began Select Board 

discussions to replace him.  
The proposed changes he pre-
sented would strip assistant 
town administrator duties and 
repackaged them into a dedi-
cated HR role.

“All you can really think 
of in terms of HR, from hiring 
to training and development 
to employee relations issues...
things like that.  Pretty lean, 
but we’re efficient,” Rombo-
letti said as he presented his 
suggestions.  “This keeps a 
focus on HR, but obviously 

loses the ATA aspect of it.”
“In some ways, this is the 

purview of the town admin-
istrator to make these deci-
sions,” Town Administrator 
Lisa Wong said as she reflect-
ed on his suggestions.  “Cer-
tainly, we have the budget for 
the ATA/HR position.  But 
thinking into the future, we 
are looking at ways to con-
solidate and create some sav-
ings.  I just don’t think any-
body can replace what Chuck 
has done.”

VACANCY from page 1

Proceeds to support South 
Hadley Music Parents Asso-
ciation and Center Church 

outreach team

SOUTH HADLEY— 
Music at the Center and JAzz 
Productions present a com-
munity and benefit concert 
event on Sunday, Nov. 1 at 
3 p.m. at Center Church ~ 1 
Church Street, South Hadley. 

This piano & voice con-
cert will present 5 of the 
bright, young, rising stars 
of this music to support the 
South Hadley Music Parents 
Association (SHMPA) and 
the next generation of per-
forming arts students here in 
South Hadley. 

The performance will 
feature award-winning artists 
Caelan Cardello on piano, 
and vocalists Julia Danielle, 
Kate Kortum, June Cavlan, 
and Joie Bianco.

The concert will also in-
clude performances by the 
vocal jazz trio The Sunhouse 

Singers (Kortum, Cavlan, 
and Bianco) and the South 
Hadley High School Jazz 
Band.

Advance ticket sales ($30 
adults / $15 students) and 
VIP packages ($100 for 2) for 
this performance are avail-
able on Eventbrite (https://
www.even tb r i t e . com/e /
the-next-generation-of-jazz-
tickets-1998429584684 ) 
through October 30th.  If not 
sold out in advance of the 
show, admission will also 
be available at the doors the 
night of the event for $40. 
Net proceeds from the per-
formance will be donated to 
“SHMPA” (South Hadley 
Music Parents Association) 
and the Center Church out-
reach team.

  Generous early spon-
sorship and critical in-kind 
support has been provided by 
Veryl’s Automotive Services, 
PeoplesBank, PIP Marketing, 
Signs & Print New England, 
and The Town of South Had-
ley.

The Next Generation of 
Jazz benefit concert Nov. 1

BOSTON – State Audi-
tor Diana DiZoglio released 
a Bureau of Special Investi-
gations report examining the 
periods of Jan. 1, 2026 to 
March 31, 2026 and April 1, 
2026 to June 30, 2026. 

The report summarizes 
BSI’s work and initiatives to 
help make government work 
better by investigating fraud, 
abuse, and illegal acts involv-
ing public assistance benefits 
throughout the Common-
wealth.

During these periods, BSI 
investigated a total of 2,223 
cases and there were over-
payment calculations in 402 
cases with identified fraud. 
Further details regarding 
these 402 cases may be found 
below.

Investigations with fraud 
identified: MassHealth/
Medicaid, $6,051,185; Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program, $3,854,119; 
Personal Care Attendant, 
$538,332; Transitional Aid 
to Families with Dependent 

Children, $130,483; and 
Emergency Aid to the Elder-
ly, Disabled, and Children, 
$38,463.

The total amount of 
fraud identified totaled 
$10,612,582

“These important pro-
grams are meant for the 
people who need them - not 
for those looking to game 
the system,” said DiZoglio. 
“When someone commits 
fraud, they’re taking resourc-
es away from the people 
these programs were created 
to serve. Our office will con-
tinue to work with our part-
ners to identify fraud because 
taxpayers deserve to have 
their hard-earned money pro-
tected.”

The public can report 
potential fraud to BSI by di-
aling the hotline at 617-727-
6771 or by visiting the web-
site at https://www.mass.gov/
how-to/report-public-bene-
fit-fraud-to-the-office-of-the-
state-auditor.

Auditor’s bureau identifies 
$10.6M in public benefit fraud

The Town Reminder welcomes readers to participate 
in this year’s state election by writing letters to the editor 
for publication. 

Letters of up to 250 words from local residents en-
dorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to Town Reminder, care of Turley 
Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-289-1977 or emailed to townreminder@turley.com 
by noon on Wednesday, Oct. 21 to be published in the 
Friday, Oct. 23 edition. No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the election.

Letter writers need to provide their name and the 
town they reside in. 

Please include a daytime telephone number (for veri-
fication purposes only) when submitting your letter. Your 
phone number will not be printed. 

Election letters must 
be received by Oct. 21

2026 Community Needs 
Assessment survey

SOUTH HADLEY—The 
Town of South Hadley is con-
ducting a Community Needs 
Assessment to identify key 
needs among residents.

This anonymous, 15-min-
ute survey will help us bet-
ter understand experiences, 
strengths, and challenges re-
lated to health and well-being 
and how to make improve-
ments for everyone in the 
South Hadley community.

If you have any questions, 
please contact mfulton-
black@bmestrategies.com 
and kjacobs@bmestrategies.
com.

Take the survey by Fri-
day, Oct. 9, use your phone 
to scan the QR code or com-
plete the survey online at: bit.
ly/SH_CNA

Paper copies also avail-
able at the South Hadley 
Council on Aging, Town 
Clerk’s Office, and Library 
South Hadley residents, they 
want to hear from you

QR code SURVEY

SOUTH HADLEY—The 
bike/walk committee is hav-
ing a Lithia Springs Vernal 
Pool Trek on Oct. 24 at 10 
a.m. meet at the hikers lot 
next door to 502 Amherst Rd. 
in South Hadley. Join them 
for an Autumn trek to the 
Vernal pools.

There will be a Hallow-
een Bike ride on Oct. 31 at 
1 p.m. to McCray’s Farm for 
a spooky Halloween treat. 
Meet at the South Hadley 
Center Pavilion across the 
street from The Village Com-
mons. Costumes must be safe 
to ride in and helmets must 
be worn.

On Nov. 14 at 10 a.m. join 

the bike/walk committee for 
a day of walking at the Ash-
ley Reservoir. This will be a 
2.3 mile walk with a 3.5 mile 
walk option as well.

Fall fun with the bike/
walk committee



TOWNTOWN  ReminderReminder Page 3October 9, 2026

Tree 
 Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

Give us a call today for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

STOW – Governor Mau-
ra Healey has declared Oct. 
4-10 as Fire Prevention Week 
in Massachusetts, joining 
communities across the coun-
try in recognizing the nation’s 
longest-running public health 
and safety observance and 
encouraging residents to take 
simple steps to prevent fires 
and keep their families safe.

This year’s Fire Preven-
tion Week theme, “Charge 
Into Fire Safety: Safe 
Charging Is a Superpower,” 
focuses on the safe use and 
charging of lithium-ion bat-
teries, which power many of 
the devices people use every 
day and have contributed to 
a growing number of fires in 
Massachusetts and across the 
country. The National Fire 
Prevention Association coor-
dinates Fire Prevention Week 
each year and selected this 
year’s theme.

 “Fire Prevention Week is 
an important opportunity to 
remind people across Mas-
sachusetts about the simple 
steps we can all take to keep 
our families and communi-
ties safe,” Healey stated in a 
press release. “We’re grateful 
to firefighters and fire safety 
professionals across the state 
for the work they do every 
day to protect people and pre-
vent tragedies.”

“Fire safety starts with 
awareness and preparation,” 
said Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll. “This week 
is about making sure people 
have the information they 
need to stay safe at home and 
in their communities, and rec-
ognizing the firefighters and 
public safety professionals 
who help keep Massachusetts 
safe every day.”

Lithium-ion batteries are 
found in phones, laptops, 
e-bikes, scooters, power 
tools, and most other re-
chargeable devices. They 

store a significant amount of 
energy in a small space, and 
damaged batteries or improp-
er charging can lead to fires or 
explosions.

“Massachusetts fire de-
partments reported 22 battery 
fires last month, the high-
est number since we started 
tracking the data and double 
the number reported a year 
ago,” said State Fire Marshal 
Jon M. Davine. “Recharge-
able batteries are in countless 
devices that we use every day, 
and using them safely means 
making smart choices every 
time you plug in.”

Davine offered the follow-
ing battery safety tips:

Select devices that are list-
ed by a nationally recognized 
testing laboratory. Look for 
the mark or a lab such as UL 
or Intertek/ETL to be sure 
they meet safety require-
ments.

Use the cord and charger 
that came with your device 
or one approved by the man-
ufacturer. Using the wrong 

charger can damage the bat-
tery and increase the risk of 
fire.

Charge devices on a ta-
ble, desk, or other hard, flat 
surface. Do not charge them 
on beds, couches, or under 
pillows. 

Devices and chargers 
produce heat during normal 
charging. Soft surfaces can 
trap heat and block airflow, 
which can cause the battery 
to overheat.

Stop using your device if it 
feels very hot, starts to swell, 
is smoking, or has a strange 
smell. These are warning 
signs that the battery may be 
damaged or failing.

Unplug your device when 
it is fully charged. Do not 
leave it plugged in longer 
than needed. 

Leaving a device plugged 
in too long can increase heat 
and stress on the battery.

Charge larger items like 
e-bikes, scooters and power 
tools outside if possible and 
always keep them away from 

windows, doors, and stair-
ways.  A fire blocking your 
escape route could leave you 
trapped and make it harder 
for firefighters to reach you.

When on a plane, keep 
your device where you can 
see it while charging. Do not 
charge devices in overhead 
compartments. Do not charge 
e-cigarettes or vapes on a 
plane. 

If a battery overheats or 
fails, it is important for the 
flight crew to respond quick-
ly.

When disposing of used 
batteries, don’t throw them 
in the trash or household re-
cycling. Bring them to your 
community’s household haz-
ardous waste collection event 
or find a battery recycling 
location and batterynetwork.
org.

Visit the Department 
of Fire Services’ website,  
www.mass.gov/info-details/
lithium-ion-battery-safety, 
for more lithium-ion battery 
safety materials.

Healey declares Oct. 4-10 Fire Prevention Week

Submitted Photo
Improper charging and other forms of damage or abuse can cause lithium-ion batteries to 
ignite, causing a fire. This battery, identical to the ones used in many consumer devices, 
exploded under controlled conditions during a 2023 research event held by the Department of 
Fire Services, New Bedford Fire Department, and other partners.

SOUTH HADLEY—
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors food pantry wish list 
for food donations. As the 
weather turns a bit cooler 
the food pantry is looking 
for some basic staples. Any 
amount of donations would 
be greatly appreciated. The 
food pantry is located at 30 
Carew St., in South Hadley, 
Mass.

Items on the wish list 
include soups, tomato prod-

ucts, canned meats, chilis & 
stews, condiments, cold cere-
al, oatmeal, pasta (any kind), 
personal hygiene items (bar 
soap, toothpaste, shampoo) 
and pet food.

The pantry provides nu-
tritious food to those in need 
while building strong rela-
tionships with local neigh-
bors. With your help, they 
can create a better future for 
everyone.

Food pantry wish list

HOLYOKE - Visitors to 
Holyoke Community College 
on Friday, Oct. 23, can expect 
to see witches, ghouls, ghosts 
and an assortment of charac-
ters from popular children’s 
movies, games, books, and TV 
shows as the college celebrates 
Halloween with its ninth annu-
al Trunk or Treat event. 

Every year, the event 
draws thousands of children 
and their parents to the HCC 
campus for a fun, safe, and 
early Halloween celebration 
as dozens of HCC depart-
ments, programs, and student 
clubs, as well as community 
groups and area businesses, 
decorate their cars and trucks 
with a wide assortment of 
themes. 

Trunk or Treat runs from 
5 to 7 p.m. in Parking Lot 
M by the Bartley Center for 
Athletics and Recreation on 
the main HCC campus, 303 
Homestead Ave.

Last year’s trunk themes 
included Disney’s Cars, the 
Wizard of Oz, Minions, Dr. 
Seuss, pirates, a haunted vet 
clinic, aliens, Jurassic Park, 
Shrek, the Adams Family, 
witches, The Nightmare Be-
fore Christmas, cartoons, 
pumpkins and ghosts, Harry 

Potter, Scooby Doo, Bob’s 
Burgers, fun at the farm, 
Irish dancing fairies, haunt-
ed house, brains, aliens, and 
Bluey, among others

Prizes are awarded to 
vehicle sponsors in various 
categories including best ex-
ecuted theme, scariest trunk, 
best costumes, and most 
original.

Each vehicle will be hand-
ing out free Halloween treats 
and have non-food items for 
children with dietary restric-
tions.

Trunk or Treat at HCC 
started in 2017 as a safe, fun, 
and early alternative to tra-
ditional trick-or-treating on 
Halloween night. Rather than 
going door to door seeking 
Halloween treats, children go 
“trunk to trunk” to collect their 
candy, visiting cars decorated 
with seasonal themes and fa-
miliar stories and characters.

The event is free and open 
to the public and will be held 
outdoors, rain or shine. Chil-
dren must be accompanied 
by an adult.

To sponsor a vehicle, 
please contact Student En-
gagement at studentengage-
ment@hcc.edu. The deadline 
is Monday, Oct. 19.

HCC annual ‘Trunk or Treat’ 
set for Friday, Oct. 23
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder@turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A mailer on my refrigerator door states it 
is time for a new generation of leadership for 
Central and Western Mass. 

It is a reminder of the promise generated by 
Jeromie Whalen’s congressional campaign; I 
listen to the current congressional candidates 
and watch their campaign appearances. 

They haven’t built a community movement 
that shares the energy, knowledge, skills, and 
caring for each other. Their campaigns lack 
the community foundation evident in Jeromie 
Whalen’s team. This is what made him strong, 
he knows and understands and can tell you the 

issues in communities across Congressional 
District 1. 

He has been there, visited, listened and 
continues to return and check on people, if 
you share my belief that now if the time for 
a new generation leadership, if you voted for 
Jeromie Whalen in the primary. 

On November 3 write his name in for our 
congressional representative. 

Marie Rohan
South Hadley

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and 
campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is 
limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve 
the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I seem to remember 

that Congress borrowed 
a total of 4 trillion dol-
lars from SS back in the 
1980s and 1990s. When 
will this be repaid with 
interest? 

Signed: Concerned 
Senior

Dear Concerned Se-
nior: 

I’m afraid your rec-
ollection is not correct – 
no politicians (Congress 
or Presidents) have ever 
taken money from the So-
cial Security Trust Funds 
– not in the 1980s, nor 
1990s, not ever. 

Congress and Pres-
idents are prevented by 
law from using Social Se-
curity money for any pur-
pose other than paying SS 
benefits to beneficiaries 
and for paying the operat-
ing costs of administering 
the program.

Some significant 
changes to the Social 
Security program were, 
indeed, made in the years 
you mention, but those 
changes essentially saved 
Social Security from de-
faulting on monthly SS 
payment obligations.

In 1983, Congress 
and President Reagan 
enacted some income tax 
on received SS benefits 
for those with higher in-
comes and which added 
to Social Security’s reve-
nue, thus avoiding a ben-
efit cut. 

Then in 1993, Con-
gress and President 
Clinton expanded that 
legislation to increase 
the taxation of received 
Social Security benefits 
to provide additional SS 
revenue. 

What you may be re-
membering is the polit-
ical rhetoric from those 
days, which opined that 
Congress had stolen, 
squandered or borrowed 
(and should repay) Social 
Security money used for 
other purposes. 

And that rhetoric orig-
inated because of the way 
received SS revenue from 
payroll FICA tax is in-
vested.

Social Security rev-
enue, when received, is 
immediately invested in 
special-issue government 
bonds, which pay interest 
(just like normal govern-
ment “T-bills”). 

The difference is 
that these SS bonds are 
redeemable, with inter-
est, upon demand and as 
needed by SSA to pay 
monthly benefits. This 
means that SS gets ad-
ditional interest income 
from these investments 
accounting for about $69 

billion in extra SS income 
in 2025. 

Some folks, howev-
er, feel that because the 
U.S. Treasury gets the 
actual cash received for 
those SS investments, 
that the money is used 
by the Treasury for other 
purposes. Which is, of 
course, true – just as the 
government uses all in-
come received from all 
revenue sources to pay for 
government programs. 

So, rather than view-
ing those SS bonds as 
investments, some view 
them as “money bor-
rowed” and sometimes 
call the bonds “worthless 
IOUs.” This, of course, is 
not at all the case, because 
every dollar invested in 
those special issue gov-
ernment bonds has been 
(and still is) used only for 
valid Social Security pur-
poses and results in extra 
SS revenue from interest. 

Nevertheless, those 
accusations were prev-
alent in the 1980s and 
1990s when the changes 
to tax SS benefits were 
enacted. Indeed, we still 
regularly hear and refute 
similar rhetoric these 
days in our capacity as 
Social Security Advisors. 

We’ve written many 
articles on this topic, all 
of which are available 
at the AMAC Founda-
tion’s two main websites 
at www.amacfoundation.
org, and www.SocialSe-
curityReport.org.

To answer your spe-
cific question “when will 
this (money) be repaid 
with interest?” The an-
swer is - there is noth-
ing to repay. All monies 
ever received for Social 
Security purposes have 
been invested in special 
interest-bearing govern-
ment bonds, which are 
redeemed (with interest 
paid) weekly as needed to 
pay Social Security ben-
efits to those who have 
earned and are entitled to 
them. 

These bonds are se-
cured by the “full faith 
and credit of the U.S. 
government,”  a finan-
cial designation which is 
globally considered to be 
“exceptionally low risk.” 

FYI, the SS Trust 
Fund reserves held about 
$2.5 trillion in invest-
ments as of the end of 
2025, down from about 
$2.9 trillion in 2020. The 
Trust Fund total is now 
being regularly depleted 
because incoming SS rev-
enue has not been suffi-
cient to pay 100% of SS 
benefit obligations since 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

The threat of night time 
temperatures in the 30s 
sure have us gardeners 

on the move.  
I had a few questions from 

friends this week that per-
tained to the change in sea-
sons. Read on; maybe 
you can relate!

One of my 
friends asked if she 
should harvest all of 
her unripe peppers, 
and if they would 
continue to ripen in-
doors.  

Peppers will only 
continue to fully ripen (i.e. 
change from green to their 
ripe color) if they are showing 
a hint of their ripe color. They 
definitely won’t be as sweet 
as if they ripened on the vine, 
and they will lose a little of 
their mass as they sit, but they 
would still be a great addition 
to a stir fry or sauce.  

I generally harvest all of 
my unripe peppers and keep 
them one layer deep in my 
cool mudroom, using or dis-
carding as I go.

Another question came 
in about the use of Neem as 
an insecticide. My friend put 
her houseplants outdoors 
for the summer months and 
is concerned about bringing 
hitch-hikers inside where 
plants will be in close quar-
ters.  

We always spray tender 
plants such as Rosemary or 
Bay with Safer’s Soap or a 
Sun oil before returning them 
to the greenhouse for the win-
ter. 

Neem works a bit differ-
ently but like the others is also 
a less toxic approach. Neem 

oil comes from the Neem tree 
(Azadirachta indica), which 
grows naturally in India and 
Southeast Asia.  

It is an effective pesticide, 
miticide and fungicide 

for both indoor and outdoor 
plants. You can buy it ready to 
use or in oil form which needs 
to be mixed with water and a 
small amount of dish deter-
gent right before use. This 
will help it blend nicely and 
disperse evenly.

Neem is effective against 
spider mite, white flies, scale, 
mealybug and aphids – all of 
which are typical houseplant 
pests. It kills them by disrupt-
ing their reproductive cycles 
and feeding patterns. 

My advice would be to 
spray in the shade or when 
skies are overcast since some-
times neem can cause a phy-
totoxic effect and it can kill 
bees if sprayed directly. Al-
ways spray a small area of the 
plant first as a test, and if no 
damage is visible a day later, 
coat the surface and under-
sides of the leaves as well as 
the stem.  

Using this approach, clean 
plants will delight my friend’s 
window sills this fall and win-
ter.

My coworker kept joking 

with me that a plant that she 
was gifted would never, ever 
bloom. Well, I kept watch 
over the neighbor’s, checking 
in on its progress.  

About two weeks ago I in-
formed her that flowers were 
on the way. She finally sent 
me a picture of her plant and 

it was following suit.  
First buds and then 

flowers! Yay! 
The plant in ques-

tion is The Nippon Dai-
sy, better known as the 

Montauk Daisy (Nipponan-
themum nipponicum). When 
most flowers are calling it 
quits, this late season peren-
nial is just getting started.  

The plant is shrub-like, so 
it blends in well in the land-
scape with bushes or other 
specimen perennials, grow-
ing 1.5-3 feet tall and 3-5 feet 
wide. It looks like a regular 
white daisy, only more robust.  

Enjoy them now through 
the first heavy frost. Plant in 
full sun; cut back a bit in the 
spring to keep them growing 
upright. It is both deer and 
rabbit resistant.

I hope that you enjoy these 
timely, friendly questions.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

Friends with more questions

in my

By Ellenor Downer

eBird reported recent 
sightings of common night-
hawks at the Rutland Pris-
on Camps in Rutland and in 
Worcester.

The common nighthawk 
is a medium sized (8.7 
to 9.8 inches long) 
nocturnal bird of 
the nightjar fam-
ily found in both 
the Americas. It 
is typically dark 
colored: gray, 
black or brown 
with intricate pat-
terns providing 
camouflage and making 
them difficult to spot during 
daytime. 

They are mostly observed 
in flight. The slender body, 
long wings (wing span 20 to 

24 inches) and white wing 
patches on the wings make 
them easy to identify. 

Although they have a 
small beak, there mouth 
is large. They have 

noticeable barring on their 
sides and abdomen and short 
legs.

Its life span is about four 
to five years. The males of 

this species may roost togeth-
er, but the bird is primarily 
solitary. 

The common nighthawk is 
the only nighthawk occur-

ring over the majority 
of northern North 
America. During 
migration common 
nighthawks may 
travel 1,600 to 4,200 
miles, one of North 
America’s longer 
migrations. 

They migrate 
by day or night in 
loose flocks, fre-
quently numbering 

in the thousands. An aerial 
insectivore, the migrants will 
feed en route and congregate 
in marshes, rivers and lake-
shores. 

The best time to see them 
during migration is in late af-
ternoon into the evening. 

During flight, their vocal-
ization is a nasal “peent” or 
“beernt.” Peak vocalizations 

are reported 30 to 45 minutes 
after sunset. The male makes 
a croaking “auk auk auk” 
in the presence of a female 
during courtship.

Night time feeding is rare. 
The most common insects in 
their diets are butterflies and 
moths. They actively avoid 
eating flies. 

Artificial light sources 
such as parking lots attracts 
them in an effort to forage for 
insects enticed by the light. 
They even fly extremely low 
over the surface of water to 
drink. 

Nighthawks preferred 
breeding and nesting habitat 
is forested regions with rocky 
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Best 
Pizza 

in
Town

You 
Ring 
We 

Bring213 South Street, Holyoke

Two Large Pizzas,
 1 Topping Each 
& 2 Liter Soda
$33.50 +Tax

#1

One Large 
1 Topping Pizza, 
10 Buffalo Wings 

& 2 Liter Soda
$32.99 +Tax

#2 #4    One Party Size 
Cheese Pizza,

20 Buffalo Wings 
& 2 Liter Soda
$44.50 +Tax

Ten Wings 
with French Fries

$17.99 +Tax

Two 16” Grinders 
with Bag of Chips 

& Can of Soda
$25.99 +Tax

#11 #13

#16

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE

www.holyokepizza.com 

Clipless Coupons – Order By Number

413.532.6666SOUTH HADLEY
WE DELIVER!

8” Grinder or Pita 
Pocket with Fries & 
FREE Can of Soda

$14.25+Tax

One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
20 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$40.99 +Tax

One Large 
2 Topping Pizza & 
FREE 2 Liter Soda

$23.99 +Tax

One Medium 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$30.99 +Tax

#5

#10

#6

#14

DAILY SPECIALSDAILY SPECIALS
(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 .....$8.95 
Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda .................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda ............................. $12.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda .................. $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..................... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda .................... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ................... $15.50
10” Cheese Pizza ................................................$8.95 Each Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda ............... $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda ....................... $10.99

Holyoke Pizza
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!!!

   Large 1 Topping Pizza, 
Small Cheese Calzone, 

2 Liter Soda &
10 Wings 10 Wings $43.50 $43.50 +Tax+Tax

 
FOOTBALL SEASON IS BACK!!!

One 
Party Size 
Pizza w/ 

3 Toppings
$29.99 +Tax

#3

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Most Major 
Credit Cards 

Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates 

Available

Family 
Owned & 
Operated 

Fall Favorites: Mums, Pumpkins, 
Gourds, Indian Corn, Straw Bales, 

Cornstalks, Fall Decorations, 
Our Own: Large Cabbages, Beans, Carrots, Corn, 

Radishes, Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Pickles, 
Leaf Lettuce, Beets, Scallions, Cucumbers, Apples, 

Honey Nut, Delicata, Acorn, Butternut Squash, Cauliflower
10 & 50 lb bags of Potatoes, 10 lb bags of Onions

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm • Sun. 8am-6pm

**HEALTHY DOUGH!**
Sourdough Delivery

Every Friday!

SOUTH HADLEY—Af-
ter fifteen years of dedicat-
ed service, NHN wishes to 
announce that our beloved 
Mary Lou will be retiring 
from her formal duties at 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors Inc. food pantry. 

Mary Lou has been in-
strumental in keeping the 
pantry operational since its 
inception. She has helped se-
cure funds, train volunteers, 
coordinated food procure-
ment with The Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts, 
helped thousands of custom-
ers, and been a general bea-
con of hope to all who cross 
her path. Mary Lou stated 
“These have been the best 
years of my life. I love all the 
volunteers and the custom-
ers that I have met over the 
years. It has been my passion 
that no person be hungry in 
our local communities.” 

When time allows, Mary 
Lou will continue in a role 
as a Community Ambassa-
dor for the pantry. She is a 
shining example of what a 
little love and kindness can 
do when you back it up with 
action and partnership. 

“It’s been my privilege to 
work with Mary Lou through 
the years. She is a role mod-
el of compassion and makes 
every client feel so welcome. 
We all know that visiting a 
food pantry can be very hum-
bling. Mary Lou treats every-
one with respect and dignity.” 
Stated Karen Motyka. We 

will miss her daily presence 
but wish her a happy and 
relaxing retirement as she 
moves onto the next chapter 
in her journey. 

“Mary Lou is one of the 
most genuine people I’ve 
ever met. She wears her heart 
on her sleeve and provides 
nourishment for the body and 
soul simultaneously.” Tason-
dra Jardine 

If you’d like to help con-
tinue NHN’s mission and 
honor Mary Lou with a small 
gift, we encourage you to do-
nate here: https://givebutter.
com/make-a-change-gasdxl 

If you’d like to include a 
message of love or well wish-
es for Mary Lou, we will see 
she receives them and appre-
ciate your continued support. 

Contact Info: Tasondra 
Jardine & Karen Motyka 
Co-Presidents of Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors Board of 
Directors. 

Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors Inc. located at 30 
Carew St. South Hadley, MA 
01075 

Please contact us at 413-
437-7593 or email: info@
nhnfoodpantry.org 

Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors, Inc. is a 501©3 
whose mission is to end food 
insecurity in South Hadley 
and Granby, MA through 
food pantry, mobiles, and 
partnerships with the pub-
lic-school systems, veterans 
group, hospice and Council 
on Aging.

Mary Lou Guarnera’s retirement

2021, so Trust Fund reserves 
are now being used to pay 
full benefits. 

And therein lies the crux 
of the Social Security solven-
cy issue, which is why the 
program so urgently needs 
Congressional reform before 
the SS reserves in the Trust 
Funds run dry in 2032, after 
which everyone would see a 

cut in their monthly SS ben-
efits. Congress must enact SS 
reform now.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 

the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  

SECURITY from page 4

outcrops, clearings, burned 
areas or spots with small 
patches of sand gravel. 

The female lays six to sev-
en eggs on a bare rock, gravel 
or even in lichens. Both male 
and female feed the young 
are by regurgitation usually 
before sunrise and after sun-
set. The male also feeds the 
female during nesting. 

Sandhill crane
After writing about sand-

hill cranes, in the most recent 
bird column, I saw a sandhill 
crane in a field in Hardwick 
near the New Braintree line 
by the Ware River.

On my return, I saw a 
crane in a different location 
of the same field. I was not 
sure it was the same one or a 
different one.

Flocking Canada geese
In my travels, I saw sev-

eral flocks of Canada geese. 
There was a small flock in 
New Braintree and a larger 
flock in a harvested corn field 

in Spencer. The large flock 
were migrating south for the 
winter. I’m not sure if the 
smaller group summered here 
or not.

Wild turkeys
Wild turkeys are a famil-

iar sight. This week I saw a 
hen turkey with her slight-
ly smaller poults on a lawn 
in Barre. Last week I saw a 
small flock of Tom turkeys.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

BACK YARD from page 4

The Trial of Lizzie Borden 
Thursday, Oct. 15 at 5:30 

p.m.
 Join Honorable Dennis J. 

Curran, Justice, Massachu-
setts Superior Court (Ret.) 
to discuss the famous case of 
Lizzie Borden!  Space is lim-
ited – Sign-up! 

Knitting Group  
Every Wednesday after-

noon at 2 p.m. 
Bring your latest project 

and join us for conversation, 
tips and tricks. 

Halloween Family Book 
Bingo  

Thursday, Oct. 22 at 6 p.m.

All ages are welcome! 
Come play bingo to win 
free books and enjoy some 
spooky treats.  
Sourdough Starter Work-

shop with Sourdough 
Brandon 

Thursday, Oct. 29 at 6 p.m.
Space is limited – Sign-

Up!  
Friends of the Granby 

Library Meeting 
Thursday, Oct. 22 at 4:30 

p.m.
Visit our website for more 

information and to sign up 
for our programs! www.gran-
bylibrary.org

October happenings at 
the  Granby Free Public 
Library

Craft fair set 
for Oct. 12

GRANBY—Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish in Gran-
by, Mass. is having a Craft 
Fair on Monday, Oct. 12 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

In addition to over 50 
vendors, there will be basket 
raffles, a Lottery Tree Raffle, 
as well as breakfast & lunch 
available. 

Stop in, say hello & sup-
port small local businesses, 
and get some Christmas shop-
ping done. Immaculate Heart 
of Mary is located at 256 
State St. in Granby, Mass.

October Happenings
Savvy Caregiver®  

Wednesdays, Oct. 14 
through Nov. 18 1 to 3 p.m. 
Savvy Caregiver® is a class 
for family and friends car-
ing for someone living with 
memory loss or Alzheimer’s. 
Taught by Monica Crespo, BS, 
BA, Caregiver Specialist with 
Access Care Partners and Car-
ol Constant, BA, CDP. Savvy 
Caregiver® helps caregivers 
better understand the changes 
their loved ones are experienc-
ing, and how to best provide 
individualized care for them 
throughout the progression of 
Alzheimer’s disease or demen-
tia. The six-week class is free, 
but registration is required, 
please visit accesscarepart-
ners.org/workshops or call 
413-538-9020 x 403 to regis-
ter.

Senior Planet 
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 10 a.m.
Explore Senior Planet: In 

this session, we’ll introduce 
the benefits of our Senior 
Planet partnership, preview the 
classes starting this fall, and 
show you how to use Senior 
Planet’s free tech support help-
line, online classes, and their 
social network for older adults. 
You’ll also have a chance to 
shape the future schedule and 
tell us what you’d like to learn. 
Registration required.

Intro to Smartphone 
Photography 

Friday, Oct. 30, 9:30 a.m.
Interested in learning more 

about you smartphone cam-
era? In this lecture, we’ll dis-
cuss common camera icons on 
Android and iPhone devices, 
simple editing tools, manag-
ing and sharing your photos, 
and editing date and location 

details on your phone. Regis-
tration required.
Van Trip to Skinner Moun-
tain and Barstow’s Dairy 

Store and Bakery 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 10 to 

11:30 a.m.
Join us on a fall trip to the 

Skinner Mountain State Park 
and the Mt. Holyoke Summit 
House for some breathtaking 
fall scenery overlooking the 
CT River Valley. We will stop 
at Barstow’s Dairy Store and 
Bakery on the way back. Cost 
of the trip is $3.00 with pur-
chases at Barstow’s being on 
you! Registration Required. 
Please prepay. 
Book Reading with Author 

Laura Bellusci  
Friday, Oct. 23, 12:30 p.m.

Join Laura Bellusci for a 
reading of her novel, The Eter-
nal Pine. A historical novel 
told within the framework of 
a fairy tale, the tale encom-
passes orphans, church rule, 
and a villainous king in 18th 
century Naples, Italy. Laura 
lives in Northampton, Mass. 
and teaches Italian in the com-
munity. For a reader’s guide to 
The Eternal Pine, see laurabel-
lusci.com Registration is re-
quired. Light refreshment will 
be provided.

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Foot Nurse: Sharon Beau-

lieu, RN  
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 9 to 11 a.m. 

The fee for services at the 
COA is $45, payable by cash 
or check directly to the provid-
er. For house calls, which cost 
$80.00, please call 413-552-
9533. Schedule appointments 
at the Welcome Desk.

Hampshire Hearing & 
Speech Services  

Tuesday, Oct. 13, 8:20 to 
11a.m. 

Screenings and hearing aid 
cleanings. Schedule appoint-
ments at the Welcome Desk. 
Low Vision Support Group  
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 10 a.m.

 Any senior who has re-
ceived a medical diagnosis of 
legal blindness, visual impair-
ment, or low vision can join. 

Chair Massage with 
Barbara Burgos 

Monday, Oct. 5, 9 to 11 a.m.
Barbara is a Licensed Mas-

sage Therapist who offers mini 
massages with 10-minutes for 
$15 and 20-minutes for $25 
payable by cash or check di-
rectly to the provider. Sched-
ule appointments at the Wel-
come Desk. 

Better Breathers Club 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 3 p.m. 

If you, or someone you 
know, is living with a chronic 
lung disease like COPD, asth-
ma,pulmonary fibrosis, or lung 
cancer, consider joining us for 
this welcoming support group. 
Led by an American Lung As-
sociation trained facilitator, 
learn better ways to cope with 
your diagnosis and live life to 
the fullest. Please register at 
the Welcome Desk.
South Hadley COA Walking 

Club 
Mon, Wed Fri, 9 to 10 a.m.

 Join your friends for 
some exercise while enjoy-
ing a self-guided walk around 
Woodlawn Park.

Visit with Public Health 
Nurse  

Thursday, Oct.1 & 15 - 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Note time change. Stop 
by for a blood pressure check, 
discuss a concern, or ask a 
question. 

Meditation w/Lewis & 
Richard   

Instructors: Lewis and 
Richard; Thursdays, 2:15 

p.m. 
FREE Class includes dif-

ferent meditation techniques. 
Not affiliated with any reli-
gious or spiritual tradition. 

Dancing with Parkinson’s  
Thursday, Oct. 1, 8, 15, & 

22, 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
This 7-week session de-

signed for people living with 
Parkinson’s Disease or have 
limited mobility, and their.  
care partners to experience the 
joy of moving to music. The 
research-backed class pro-
vides physical and emotional 
benefits for those who partic-
ipate. Movements are adapted 
for seated movers. Participants 
are encouraged to attend all 7 
classes. This program is FREE 
of charge for participants.d 
Please register at the Welcome 
Desk. 

Support for Dementia 
Caregivers  

Thursday, Oct.15, 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. 

Are you a caregiver for 
a person with dementia? 
UMass Amherst Nurses are 
offering monthly information 
and support sessions for care-
givers. 

This is a great chance to 
connect with other caregivers! 
Each month, we’ll provide 
one-on-one support (available 
after meetings or by appoint-
ment). Sessions are led by Hei-
di Zahra, RN, MSN, and Shei-
la Pennell, PhD, RN, faculty at 
the Elaine Marieb College of 
Nursing at UMass Amherst. 
Please register at the Welcome 
Desk.

South Hadley Council on Aging
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SPORTS
Tigers earn draw with Ludlow

LUDLOW – Last Monday 
evening, South Hadley High 
School girls soccer picked up 
a draw last Monday evening, 
ending a 2-2 tie with host 
Ludlow High School. Suoth 
Hadley would rebound to beat 
Agawam later in the week 5-0. 
The Tigers are 4-1-4 on the 
regular season and look for a 
couple more wins to qualify 
for the state tournament in the 
next few weeks.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—It’s not often 
that relatives get the oppor-
tunity to coach against each 
other at the varsity level.

Stephen and Bob 
Weaver found themselves 
in that unique situation 
last Saturday morning. 
Stephen Weaver is just be-
ginning his varsity coaching 
journey as a first-year assis-
tant coach for the South Had-
ley girls’ soccer team. His un-
cle, Bob, has been a fixture on 
the sidelines as Granby High 
School’s longtime girls’ soc-
cer coach. 

Both programs are accus-
tomed to competing at a high 
level, so it was fitting that 
their first meeting since 2020 
ended in a 1-1 draw on the 
grass soccer field at Granby 
High School.

“Soccer has been a big 
part of my family for many 
years starting with my grand-
father (George),” said Ste-
phen Weaver following the 
non-league match. “This was 
the first time that I coached 
against my uncle at any lev-
el, so it was very special day 
for us. I knew going in that it 
was going to be a hard fought 
battle.”

The Weaver’s normally 
talk about the other Western 
Mass. high school soccer 
teams, but never about their 
own teams.

“We always talk about 

the other soccer teams,” Bob 
Weaver said. “I really enjoyed 
coaching against Stephen for 
the first time in today’s game. 
He’s an outstanding coach 
and he knows the game very 
well. It would’ve been nice 
if my father was still alive to 
watch the game because he 
loved the sport of soccer.”

George Weaver, who 
passed away in 2016, was a 
founding member of Alden-
ville Junior Athletic Club. He 
coached AJAC soccer teams 
for many years.

Last Saturday’s match 
was added to the schedule 
late in the summer.

“One of our non-league 
opponents decided to back 
out at the last minute,” Bob 
Weaver said. “South Hadley 
was also looking for an oppo-
nent and they called us. I’m 
very glad that it was played 
here because soccer is a little 
bit different game on a turf 
field. This was a very chal-
lenging game for us.”

Both of Stephen Weav-
er’s daughters are mem-
bers of the Lady Ti-
gers varsity soccer team. 
Mikayla Weaver is a senior 
tri-captain, but she didn’t 
play against Granby because 
of a minor injury. 

Adalyn Weaver is one of 
the four freshmen listed on 
the varsity roster.

“Before I applied for this 
coaching position, the first 
thing that I did was make sure 
it was okay with my daugh-

ters,” said Stephen Weav-
er, who previously coached 
soccer at the youth level. “I 
didn’t want to have a nega-
tive experience on their high 
school careers.”

The Lady Tigers first-year 
varsity coach is Molly Foley, 
who also coached soccer at 
Chicopee Comp and Holyoke 
High School.

“We played against Mol-
ly’s team’s when she was 
coaching at both Comp and 
Holyoke,” Bob Weaver said. 
“I’ve known her for a very 
long time and she’s also a 
very good soccer coach.”

It was the Lady Tigers 
fourth tie of the regular sea-
son.

“We really needed to win 
today’s game, but I’m proud 
of the way my players battled 
back late in the game,” Foley 
said. “We now have as many 
ties as we do wins.”

South Hadley (4-1-4), 
who are the defending West-
ern Mass. Class B champi-
ons, also tied Northampton 
(0-0), West Springfield (1-1), 
and Ludlow (2-2). They also 
suffered a 2-0 home loss to 
Ludlow in the season opener. 

The Lady Tigers were 
ranked 12th in the MIAA 
Division 4 power rankings, 
which was released on Oc-
tober 2. They had won five 
of the previous six meetings 
against Granby. 

Both teams were mem-
bers of the Central Division 
in 2019 and the second meet-

ing of that season ended in a 
2-2 tie.     

The last time that the 
Lady Rams (5-0-3) celebrat-
ed a victory over the Lady 
Tigers was ten years ago. The 
final score of that match was 
2-1.

The Lady Rams entered 
this week’s action as the top 
ranked team in the Division 5 
power rankings.

“The players never really 
talk about the power rank-
ings,” Bob Weaver said. “Be-
ing number one at this point 
of the season doesn’t mean 
very much.

During last Saturday’s 
match, the Lady Tigers had 
a total of eight corner kicks 
with six of them coming be-
fore halftime.

“They’re a very dan-
gerous team on corner 
kicks,” Bob Weaver 
said. “They attack the 
ball very well and 
we didn’t want to 
give them that many 
corner kicks. We were 
lucky they didn’t score any 
goals.” 

On several of South Had-
ley’s corner kicks in the first 
half, senior Cara Dean had 
good scoring chances, but the 
ball didn’t go into the net past 
Granby senior goalie Mere-
dith Bartosz (11 saves) 

The Lady Tigers’ oth-
er shots on goal during the 
opening half were by junior 

Granby girls battle to draw with South Hadley

GRANBY – Last Thurs-
day afternoon, Yohan Yoon, 
Christian Fraga, and Jake 
DeMento had two goals each 
to lead Belchertown to an 8-0 
win over Granby. Andrew 

Labmert had two saves to get 
the shutout for Belchertown, 
which improved to 2-7-1 on 
the season. Granby fell to 3-4 
on the year.

Rams fall at 
home to Orioles

Andrew Grabher looks 
to clear the ball on 
defense.

Christopher Gregorio starts a run up 
the field.

Gaje Carter gets ready to 
make a quick pass.

Gabriel Helbok tries to settle 
the ball.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Brandon Carillon pops the ball up.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Hannah Haeseart is pressured near the corner.

Kelcey Zraunig takes a pass and moves up the field.

Lea Agudelo traps the ball.
Violet Carillon turns and keeps play moving up the 
field.

Goalie Olivia Athas 
looks to clear the 
ball away.

Please see GRANBY, page 7
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GAGNON ELECTRIC
All Types Of Electrical Work. 

Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A
533-8867 TFN

ELECTRICIAN
LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE

AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,

Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, 
Irrigation. Insured

534-1002 TFN

TREE SERVICES

Grace Sherman, junior Han-
nah Haessert, junior Kelcey 
Zraunig, and sophomore Vi-
olet Carillon. 

The momentum switched 
sides late in the first half.

South Hadley junior 
keeper Olivia Athas (6 saves) 
made saves on shot attempts 
by junior McKenna Cud-
worth, senior McKenna 
Zumbruski, freshman Mar-
go Healy, and sophomore 
Marcela Tapia.

The match was still score-
less nine minutes into the 
second half.

That’s when Granby se-
nior Kalli White scored a 
breakaway goal, which was 

assisted by Healy, giving the 
home team a 1-0 advantage.

South Hadley managed 
to score the tying goal in 
the 73rd minute when fresh-
man Jenna Sabourin, who’s 
a starting defender, put a low 
shot into the back of the net, 
which was assisted by junior 
Quinn Simone.

It was Sabourin’s second 
goal in a span of three days. 
She scored her first varsi-
ty goal in a 5-0 home win 
against Agawam.

“Jenna is able to play sev-
eral different positions,” Fo-
ley said. “It was her second 
goal of the week.”

Granby couldn’t retake 
the lead and the contest end-
ed in a tie.

GRANBY from page 6

PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
- The Springfield Thun-
derbirds (2-0-0-0) rode yet 
another terrific goaltending 
performance to a 2-0 blank-
ing of the Providence Bruins 
(0-2-0-0) on Sunday inside 
Amica Mutual Pavilion.

Neither team could gen-
erate much of anything at the 
offensive end of the rink in 
the opening 20 minutes, as 
the two clubs combined for 
just eight attempts on net, 
making life easy for Provi-
dence goalie Simon Zajicek 
and Springfield goalie Will 
Cranley. 

Power plays continued to 
be a struggle for both clubs 
as well, with four combined 
efforts thwarted in the open-
ing period. The T-Birds fi-
nally got their first taste of 
man-advantage success at 
17:59 of the second when 
T.J. Tynan dropped a pass to 
Alek Kaskimaki in the right 
circle. Zajicek made the stop, 
but kicked the rebound right 
onto the waiting stick of 
Justin Carbonneau, and the 
19-year-old fired home his 
second goal of the weekend 
to make it 1-0.

That would prove to be 
all the cushion that Cranley 
would need in his first start 
of the season. Providence had 

thrown just 12 shots on net in 
the first two periods, but add-
ed a dozen more in the third 
period, with Cranley coming 
up with answers to each, in-
cluding a calm glove save 
on a dangerous rush chance 
from Dans Locmelis.

Zajicek kept things close 
himself, as he made the best 
save of the day to stonewall 
Dylan Peterson early in the 
third from point-blank range. 

In the end, though, 
Springfield’s suffocating 
penalty kill and steady hand 
in net proved too much for 
the Bruins to overcome, with 
Otto Stenberg adding an 
empty-netter for good mea-
sure at 18:33 of the third to 
round out the scoring. Cran-
ley’s masterful night finished 
with 24 saves, earning the 
second-year netminder his 
first career AHL shutout.

Now 2-0 to start a season 
for the first time since 2021, 
the T-Birds ride that mo-
mentum back to Springfield 
to open their home slate on 
Saturday, Oct. 10 against the 
Laval Rocket for a 6:05 p.m. 
puck drop on MGM Spring-
field Opening Night, featur-
ing the Community Bank 
Pregame Block Party from 3 
to 5 p.m. at The Landing.

T-Birds jump out 
to quick 2-0 start

WORCESTER – The first 
week of Worcester Railers 
Training Camp at the DCU 
Center is closed to the pub-
lic. The first week of practice 
culminates in two preseason 
games, including one at the 
Fidelity Bank Worcester Ice 
Center on Saturday, Oct. 10 
7:05 p.m. Fans can secure 
their $5 tickets for the event 
here.

For the full schedule, 
check below:

• Thursday 10/8 – 11:40 
a.m. – Fidelity Bank Worces-
ter Ice Center

• Friday 10/9 (PRESEA-
SON GAME) – 7 p.m. @ 

Harold Alfond Forum (Bidd-
eford, ME)

• Saturday 10/10 (PRE-
SEASON GAME) – 7 p.m. 
@ Fidelity Bank Worcester 
Ice Center (Lamacchia Real-
ty Rink, Worcester, MA)

The Worcester Railers 
HC 2026-27 Opening Week-
end at the DCU Center is Sat-
urday, Oct. 17 and Sunday, 
Oct. 18 vs. the Maine Mar-
iners and Trois-Rivières Li-
ons. Get access to games this 
season, exclusive events and 
additional benefits by call-
ing the Railers front office at 
774-436-6904 or by visiting 
RailersHC.com.

Railers begin 
training camp

Turley Publications sports 
department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can 
find our account by search-
ing “turleysports.” We will 
regularly feature samples of 
photos that you will see in 
our publications on a week-
ly basis. Please follow and 

share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be fea-
turing photos from all 11 of 
our sports sections, but as 
always, you can see all the 
photos that appear by sub-
scribing to your local paper 
or picking up a copy in your 
community.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram

implemented and stated he’d 
done “a tremendous amount 
of work” to research and de-
termine the logistics of the 
potential technology.

“So about four or five 
months ago, we started look-
ing into this project,” Baran 
said.  “This is a really new 
law in Massachusetts that al-
lows for the enforcement of 
this.”

Baran stated the police 
chief called the potential 
technology a “force multipli-
er” and would serve as their 
“eyes and ears” when a patrol 
officer wasn’t present to wit-
ness a violation.  Baran ex-
plained the technology would 
go live the moment the stop 
sign extended and the red 

lights were activated, which 
would prompt the video sys-
tem to go live.

“If any car passes after 
that, a photograph of that 
vehicle’s license plate would 
be taken,” Baran said. “That 
would go to whichever ven-
dor.  We’ve been in discus-
sion with one vendor, who is 
kind of working with some 
other municipalities.”

Baran mentioned Holy-
oke was already looking into 
the program, with Chicopee 
already having the system 
live and running for “about 
a year.”  The town, accord-
ing to the police lieutenant, 
served as a “pilot program” 
and acknowledged though 
there were “some bumps in 
the road,” the implementation 
worked out in the long run.

“If we were to enact that, 

we’d be able to begin enforc-
ing it,” Baran said.

Recommending a “one-
month warning period,” the 
potential vendor advised the 
police department not to ad-
minister any tickets during 
the first month while the 
technology was being imple-
mented.  Baran explained the 
vendor would serve as a stop-
gap, with the video informa-
tion taken being received by 
the vendor.  From there, the 
vendor would relay the infor-
mation to the police depart-
ment for review.

“The citation is $250,” 
Baran said.  “It’s the same 
as if we did it today as patrol 
officers out there working on 
the road.  So, the fine isn’t 
any different.”

Baran informed the Select 
Board the citation would be 

treated much like a “parking 
ticket,” which would not re-
quire any court action.  The 
town would be tasked with 
the handling of violations, 
a unique case created by the 
bylaw.  The camera system 
come with a monthly free, 
which each system costing 
$250 per bus, with eight bus-
es flagged for implementa-
tion.  Select Board member 
Renee Sweeney questioned 
what would happen should 
the town not catch enough vi-
olators to compensate for the 
monthly cost.

“They do a lot of re-
search,” Baran said.  “They 
look at a community, the 
traffic volume in that commu-
nity.  They’re confident that 
there will be violations and 
I’m confident there will be as 
well.”

Submitted photo
 The Select Board field questions to Baran about the implementation.

CAMERA from page 1

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Know Your Town of South 
Hadley will sponsor a forum 
on the nine questions that 
will be on the Nov. 3 state 
election ballot.

The forum will be held at 
6 p.m. in the Senior Center 
Community Room on Thurs-
day, Oct. 15. Know Your 
Town member Ira Brezinsky 
will moderate the program.

There will be a speaker 

for almost all the Vote Yes on 
and Vote No on sides of each 
ballot question. Some speak-
ers will attend in person, oth-
ers will attend virtually.

Light refreshments will 
be served at the end of the 
program.

The event is free and open 
to the public. Please attend to 
learn about the

ballot questions on which 
you will be voting on Nov. 3.

Forum addresses state 
election ballot questions

GRANBY—Join us for a 
friendly, relaxed, afternoon 
book club at the Granby Free 
Public Library. The group 
will meet monthly, every 
third Tuesday of the month 
at 2 p.m. to discuss various 
genres of fiction. 

Group members will vote 
on titles they would like to 
read in advance. 

Upcoming books are 
made available at the library 
in multiple formats - regular 
print, large print and audio-
book. For the Oct. 20 meet-

ing, the book choice is “The 
Briar Club” by Kate Quinn, 
stop by the library for a copy. 

Afternoon book groups 
combine the joy of reading 
with the benefits of conversa-
tion, community, and person-
al enrichment, making them 
a rewarding way to spend 
time and connect with others.

The Granby Free Public 
Library is located at 297 E 
State St., Granby, MA 01033. 

Visit www.granbylibrary.
org for more information.

Granby Free Public Library’s 
new afternoon book club

Vision 
screening to 
begin Oct. 26

GRANBY—The Granby 
Lions Club will be perform-
ing vision screenings at var-
ious Granby and South Had-
ley pre-schools.

This is our 3rd year with 
this program, the screen-
ing is scheduled for Oct. 26 
through Oct. 29.

This free program is 
sponsored by the Granby Li-
ons Club. The motto of the 
Lions Clubs is: “We Serve”.

SOUTH HADLEY—
The 2026 Fall Yard Waste 
Curbside Collection begins 
Monday, Nov. 2 and will run 
through Saturday, Nov. 28. 

Place paper bags or open top 
containers curbside by 7 a.m. on 

your trash collection day. 
Each Route will have two 

collections. 
Brush must be tied in 

bundles (no metal) of not 
more than four-foot lengths. 
No plastic bags. 

LUDLOW—Christ the 
King Rosary Sodality’s St. 
Nicholas Craft Fair will be 
held Saturday, Nov. 14 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Christ the 
King Parish Center located at 
41 Warsaw Avenue in Ludlow. 

They will be hosting talent-
ed vendors along with a 50-50 
Raffle and various gift raffles. 

A light luncheon, drinks 
and desserts available for 
sale. All are welcome to join 
the festivities.

St. Nicholas 
Craft Fair to take 
place Nov. 14

2026 Fall Yard Waste 
Curbside Collection

Community 
Survival Center 
on Oct. 17

W I L B R A H A M — T h e 
Wilbraham Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 10195 will 
sponsor a major fundraising 
benefit dinner to support the 
Community Survival Center 
in Indian Orchard. 

The Survival Center helps 
feed and clothe over 400 in-
dividuals each month in Wil-
braham, Hampden, Ludlow, 
Indian Orchard and 16 Acres. 

According to Executive 
Director, Cristal Turcotte, 
this year is particularly im-
pacted by continued high in-
flation and cuts in SNAP ben-
efits. “Our shelves are very 
bare” according to Turcotte, 

“and with the holidays fast 
approaching we are asking 
for assistance to please help 
us support those in need.”

The benefit dinner will 
be held Saturday, Oct. 17 at 
5 p.m. at Saint Cecilia Par-
ish Center, 42 Main Street, 
Wilbraham and will feature a 
delicious homemade chicken 
parm and pasta Italian dinner 
complete with salad, bread, 
coffee and cannoli.

The event will include 
numerous raffles and musical 
entertainment with sing-a-
longs and strolling violinist. 
Tickets are limited and cost 
$20. They may be purchased 
by contacting George Reich 
at ticketskoc10195@gmail.
com or may be picked up at 
after Mass in the St. Cecilia 
rotunda starting on Sept. 26.

Knights sponsor benefit 
dinner to support
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit. 
 Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD
(1.5-2 YRS) STORED INSIDE 

OFF THE GROUND. 
Cut, split, free delivery within 10 miles. 

$350 per cord.
Call 413-218-3918.

MISCELLANEOUS
4 NOKIAN STUDDED SNOW TIRES, 
195/65/15, used 3 months. Paid $170 each, 
will sell for $100 each. 413-230-9653 
leave message.

TAG SALE
SAT. & SUN., OCT. 10-11. 

9am-3pm.
99 Ferry Street, South Hadley

Household items, tools, 
something for everyone.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated 
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, 
books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Haley Remodeling offering financing. 
Windows, siding, granite counters, heat & 
ac mini splits, composite & pressure treat-
ed decks. 413-563-2229, Tim.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates/ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Henry’s Tree Service LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &

 Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 413-218-
2321

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service  skills, some 
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email: 

wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. Bernice Stone 774-
262-6667.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Difficult
  5. Coarsely ground corn
  9. A group of similar things 

ordered one after 
another

 11. Loved Romeo
 13. Something to solve
 15. Pelvic areas
 16. Informal debt 

instrument
 17. Ineffective
 19. A device attached to a 

workbench
 21. Related on the mother’s 

side
 22. “Fresh Prince of __ Air”
 23. Astronomer Sagan
 25. C. Utah city
 26. Turkey
 27. Informal terms for 

money

 29. Awakens
 31. Those who favored 

Prohibition
 33. Blabbed
 34. Looked through
 36. Rhode Island rebellion
 38. A type of “cast”
 39. One’s duty
 41. Where golfers begin
 43. Make a mistake
 44. Semitic Sun god
 46. Ancient Greek City
 48. Removed someone’s 

head
 52. A place to stay
 53. Unwise
 54. Most unnatural
 56. “Dennis” is a notable 

one
 57. Ointments
 58. Examination
 59. Leaked fluid

CLUES DOWN
  1. Brave
  2. A state of excitement
  3. Jest at
  4. Sandwich store
  5. Chapter of the Koran
  6. Dismounted from a 

horse
  7. Small vehicle
  8. Irked
  9. A disreputable man
 10. Monetary unit of 

Samoa
 11. A list of woes
 12. Weight unit
 14. Alone, single
 15. Broadway legend 

Bernadette
 18. Monetary unit of Serbia
 20. Worn by exposure to 

the weather
 24. A body of traditions

 26. Students seek one
 28. Hydrophilic amino acid
 30. Nasal mucus
 32. Branch of U.S. 

Congress
 34. Swinish
 35. Russian assembly
 37. Grant an exemption to
 38. Set up in advance
 40. Satisfy
 42. Felt
 43. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
 45. Witnesses
 47. Strong insects
 49. Gasteyer and de Armas 

are two
 50. One of an ancient 

people inhabiting 
Scotland

 51. Cheerless
 55. Unhealthy

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Contact Paige at PLawor@turley.com or 413.283.8393

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com
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Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under

G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A 
Notice is hereby given by 

Hampshire Towing, 650 New 
Ludlow Rd., South Hadley, MA 
01075, pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L. C. 255, Section 39A, 
that a sealed bid auction OPEN 
TO  CLASS 2 & 3 LICENSED 
DEALERS ONLY with bids due 
Monday, Oct. 19, 2026 at 8 a.m. 
Inquiries can be made to Rich at 
413-534-5373.

Pablo Rivera
611 S. Summer St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
2018 TaoTao Racer 50
VIN: L9NPCBPJ0J1010167

Tammy Annichiarico
225 North St.
North Adams, MA 01247
2004 Ford Taurus
VIN: 1FAFP55S44G152704

Priscilla Duarte
415 Tokeneke Rd.
Holyoke, MA 01040
2009 Nissan Murano
VIN: JN8AZ18W19W141389

Dwayne Smith
570 Appleton St., Apt. 3R
Holyoke, MA 01040
2007 Kawasaki Ninja 650R
JKAEXEA167A029765

Nesh Cappa Cardona
145 Nonotuck Ave., Fl 1
Chicopee, MA 01013
2008 Lincoln MKX
VIN: 2LMDU88C08BJ03741

Elizabeth Gonzalez Rivera
211 Oak St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
1998 Chevrolet Motorhome
1GBLP37J8W3312961

Angel Diaz
60 Partridge Dr.
Springfield, MA 01119
2002 Hyundai SANTA FE
VIN: KM8SC73D42U167279

Tanairis Sanchez
1540 Bay St.
Springfield, MA 01109
2008 Toyota Corolla
VIN: 2T1BR30E88C862069

Anna Beliczynska

180 Main Rd.
Stamford, VT 05352
2010 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCP2F3XAA085853

Duta Enterprises Inc
132 Fenn St.
Pittsfield, MA 01201
2008 Ford E-Series
VIN: 1FTNE24W68DA24454

Owner Unknown
Ice bear YN50QT-8
VIN: LL0TCAPH8JY190029

Adriana Davila
12 Elting Cir.
Holyoke, MA 01040
2007 Toyota Yaris
VIN: JTDJT923775108748

Stephen Gulick
366 County Highway 131A
Johnstown, NY 12095
2005 Prowler 300BH Camper
VIN: 1EC1B302755339960

Cory Hupfer
24 Canal St. #B
S. Hadley, MA 01075
1996 Jeep Cherokee
VIN: 1J4FJ68S4TL210601

Fuat Kilic
332 Elm St.
Enfield, CT 06082
2020 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGFC2F61LH534098

Danielle Castro
10 Talias Trl.
Middletown CT 06457
2017 Audi A4 
VIN: WAUANAF45HN002909

Benjamin Daily
67 Hollywood St
Springfield, MA 01108
2005 Cadillac STS
VIN: 1G6DW677950197637

Linda Krapf
147 Magazine St.
Springfield, MA 01109
2014 Subaru Legacy
VIN: 4S3BMBA63E3023449

Matthew Antunes
25 Shawmut Ave.
Holyoke, MA 01040
2010 Hyundai SONATA
VIN: 5NPET4AC9AH586523

Odalys Molina Negron
828 Chicopee St., Apt 8
Chicopee, MA 01013

2010 Kia Forte
VIN: KNAFU4A29A5271002

Michael Delcolle Jr
35 Hamden Hills Dr., #410
Hamden, CT 06518
2001 Seadoo Challeneger 2000
VIN: CECG0850B101

Ziare Miller
34 Carver St
Springfield MA 01108
2006 BMW X3
VIN: WBXPA93446WG90295

Angel Martinez
46 Cuff Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104
1996 Dodge Ram Van
VIN: 2B6HB21Y0TK122930

Jerry Moskowitz
14 School St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
2004 Chrysler Sebring
VIN: 1C3EL45X04N295107

Anabel Gonzalez
1461 Kurtz Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90063
2020 Honda Pilot
VIN: 5FNYF5H57LB009766

Brittany Blair
12 Monroe St., Apt D
Westfield, MA 01085
2013 Hyundai SONATA
VIN: 5NPEB4AC8DH575925

Jennifer Garvulenski
11 Spring St., Apt. 4
Holyoke MA 01040
2000 Chevrolet Silverado 2500
VIN: 1GCGK29U3YE382193

Jason Canfield
272 Walnut St., Apt 3
Holyoke. MA 01040
2005 Nissan Sentra
VIN: 3N1CB51D95L586314

Junior Francillon
16 Hall St.
N. Adams, MA 01247
2011 Nissan Rogue
VIN: JN8AS5MV5BW252719

Trent Formaggioni
886 Main St., Apt. 9
Agawam MA 01001
2007 Ford Escape
VIN: 1FMCU94167KB27225

10/02, 10/09, 10/16/2026

Legal Notices

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
– Fire service leaders from 
across Western Massachu-
setts and New England gath-
ered at the Big E fair recently 
to promote Fire Prevention 
Week and emphasize the safe 
charging of lithium-ion bat-
teries. 

These batteries power 
countless devices we use at 
home and work – and are also 
the cause of a growing num-
ber of fires.

Fire Prevention Week, 
the nation’s longest running 
public health observance on 
record, runs from Oct. 4-10. 
This year’s theme emphasiz-
es the importance of safely 
charging these batteries by 
using the original equipment 
manufacturer’s charging 
equipment, charging on a 
hard surface such as a table 
or counter, keeping large de-
vices away from doorways 
and other emergency routes 
and properly disposing of old 
batteries.

Hosted by West Spring-
field Fire Chief Christopher 
J. Bartone and joined by the 
National Fire Prevention As-
sociation, the state fire mar-
shals of Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont shared practical 
fire safety information in a 
press conference outside the 
Massachusetts Building as 
fairgoers watched and lis-
tened.

Bartone kicked off the 
event with a reminder that 
working smoke alarms are 
a must in every household – 
especially as colder weather 
creeps in.

“As we turn on the heat 
and spend more time indoors, 
we start to see more late night 
and early morning fires that 
tragically lead to death and 
serious injury,” he said. “Be-
fore we go any further, I want 

to emphasize the importance 
of working smoke alarms on 
every level of every home. 
Working alarms give you 
time to escape before a fire 
turns deadly, so be sure you 
can hear that beep wherever 
you sleep.”

Massachusetts State Fire 
Marshal Jon Davine said 
that almost all of today’s re-
chargeable devices use lith-
ium-ion batteries, and that 
battery fires have become 
more common as they’ve 
grown in use.

“Across the country, bat-
tery fires jumped by almost 
400% between 2020 and 
2023. We saw the same thing 
in Massachusetts, with re-
ported battery fires climbing 
from fewer than 20 to more 
than 130 in just a couple of 
years. And we’re on track to 
have more battery fires re-
ported this month than any 
other since we started collect-
ing data. And the hazard isn’t 
just in batteries starting fires. 
Lithium-ion batteries have a 
high energy density, meaning 
they pack a lot of power into a 
small device. That means any 
kind of damage, including 
heat from an unrelated fire, 
can cause them to explode in 
sparks and flames, spreading 
a fire faster and further,” he 
said.

Connecticut State Fire 
Marshal Lauri Volkert, Ver-
mont State Fire Marshal Mi-
chael Desrochers and New 
Hampshire State Fire Mar-
shal Sean Toomey shared tips 
on reducing the risk of a bat-
tery fire:

Be sure to use a battery 
intended for the device and 
the original manufacturer’s 
charging equipment. 

Generic or aftermarket 
cords and chargers might be 
a little cheaper, but they may 
not deliver the right voltage 

or communicate with the 
battery effectively. This can 
lead to overcharging and cat-
astrophic damage.

When you’re charging 
your device, place it on a 
hard, stable surface such as 
a table or countertop – not a 
bed or a couch, and never un-
der a pillow or pile of clothes. 
Softer surfaces like these can 
trap heat and increase the risk 
of fire. 

Larger batteries will cause 
more damage if they ignite or 
explode. That’s why it’s safer 
to store larger equipment like 
battery-powered scooters and 
e-bikes outdoors and out of 
the sun, if possible.

If you must store them in 
the house, keep them away 
from doors, windows, and 
stairways. These are your 
emergency exits in case of 
fire, and they’re the routes 
that firefighters will take if 
they need to gain entry.

Keep an eye on your de-
vices when charging them. 
Don’t leave them unattended, 
especially for a long period 
of time, and always unplug 
them when the battery is fully 
charged. 

Overcharging causes heat 
and stress on the battery, and 
it’s even safer to keep it be-
low 100%.

There are often signs that 
a battery is failing. If the de-
vice feels hot to the touch, if 
it starts to swell, or if it smells 
strange or starts to leak, stop 
using it and move it away 
from flammable items. If the 
battery begins to smoke, get 
to safety and call 9-1-1 right 
away.

Today’s battery fires can 
involve explosions of sparks 
and flames. They can release 
toxic smoke and gases. Rec-
ognizing the warning signs 
can help you protect yourself 
and your loved ones.

Fire service leaders raise awareness of battery safety
Bob Duval, New En-

gland Regional Manager of 
the National Fire Protection 
Association, said fire depart-
ments across New England 
have seen an increase in fires 
in trash and recycling trucks, 
as well as dumpsters and 
compactors. While the exact 
cause often goes undeter-
mined, officials believe many 

of them involve lithium-ion 
batteries being damaged and 
igniting.

“The safest way to dis-
pose of today’s rechargeable 
batteries is through a battery 
recycling program,” Duval 
said. “Don’t place them in 
household trash or recycling. 
Instead, bring them to your 
community’s household haz-

ardous waste collection or a 
recycling center that accepts 
them. You can find one near 
you at BatteryNetwork.org.”

To learn more about bat-
tery safety, visit the Depart-
ment of Fire Services’ Lithi-
um-Ion Battery Safety page, 
www.mass.gov/info-details/
lithium-ion-battery-safety.

Submitted Photo
Massachusetts State Fire Marshal Jon Davine (at right, in uniform) reviewed lithium-ion 
battery fire data with Robert Duval, New England Regional Manager for the National Fire 
Prevention Association; Connecticut State Fire Marshal Lauri Volkert; Vermont State Fire 
Marshal Michael Desrochers; and New Hampshire State Fire Marshal Sean Toomey. With other 
fire officials, they promoted battery fire safety outside the Massachusetts building at West 
Springfield’s Big E fair.
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vibes to the community.”
Duffy described the club 

as a “bunch of people inter-
ested in other people” eager 
to provide positive impact to 
the region.  A longtime sup-
porter of the Rotary, Duffy 
stated the club was a great 
way to remain engaged and 
to maintain a service-minded 
outlook.

“I’ve been their luncheon 
speaker in the past,” Duffy 
said.  “Yeah, just a good 
group of people.  The summer 
concert series is awesome.”

District Governor Chris-
tine Burns offered organiza-
tional perspective and recalled 
the Rotary’s 125 year history. 
An international philanthropic 

organization, Burns described 
the club’s roots as the result 
of a lonely lawyer seeking 
friendship and opportunities 
for community service.

“Paul Harris is long gone,” 
Christine Burns said as she 
illustrated the Rotary Club’s 
origins.  “He started a Rotary 
in 1915 and he started it spe-
cifically because he was new 
to Chicago.”

She stated the club began 
with Harris inviting a few 
people to his office for lunch, 
where they discussed how to 
use their wealth to help the 
city.  The members called 
their organization the Rotary 
as a result of how they rotated 
their meetings between their 
respective offices.  Burns stat-

ed the secular organization 
focuses on charitable causes 
both local and global, includ-
ing a worldwide organization-
al effort to eliminate polio.

“There are clubs all over 
the world,” Burns said.  “One 
Rotarian in the Philippines 
said ‘we could eradicate po-
lio from the Philippenes.’  He 
went to Rotary Internation-
al and said ‘this is what our 
district wants to do’ and Ro-
tary International said ‘you 
know what?  We could do 
that on the planet Earth.  We 
can work towards that and we 
can involve all our Rotarians 
around the globe.’  So, it be-
came a worldwide project.”

Rotarian Rosanna Lopez 
stated she joined the organi-

zation due to her drive to give 
back to the community.  A 
new member, Lopez has only 
been a member for six months 
but mentioned the club has 
already been a positive influ-
ence on her life.  Certified as 
a notary, Lopez is an entrepre-
neur who helps immigrants 
file paperwork, fill out their 
taxes and secure housing.  She 
mentioned Bartending Night 
was a great way to find new 
business associates to add to 
her “Rolodex” of contacts.

“I just would like to know 
and network with as many 
people as I can,” Lopez said.  
“They may not be able to ser-
vice me but I could be able to 
connect them to somebody 
else.”

ROTARY from page 1

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez
The Wine Haus and Vineyard at Jameson Farm served as 
venue for the night’s networking event.

Busy ticket sellers take a moment to smile for the camera. The populated event featured a night of networking, wine and community building.

The night included a raffle with various contributed prizes.

The Thai Place food truck sold meals to hungry participants. The venue’s outdoor area.

A smile from Rotary Club District Governor Christine Burns.

A Rotary Club poster showcasing upcoming events and 
promoting a call to service.


