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Girls’ volleyball hits an
eleven-win streak as a team

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY - The Girls
Volleyball teams have spent
this season celebrating win
after win, the girls on both
junior varsity and varsi-
ty celebrating 11 wins and
three losses, the most in a
season for a long time.

“It means the work we’ve
put in this year was worth it,
and the effort we put in was
the best part,” said Captain
Audrey Pleisch.

The varsity team is com-
posed of 14 girls in their
junior and senior year of
high school, and the junior
varsity team has 15 girls in
their sophomore year and
younger.

Savannah Rushlow, Lea Charest, Allison Charon, and
Rosalba Manduca posing for a shot.

Submitted photos

The varsity team is posing for a photo before the game.

Pleisch has been play-
ing volleyball for five years,
since seventh grade, and
began as a captain in eighth
grade in junior varsity.

“To me, it’s more than
just teaching skills or run-
ning practices,” said Coach
Emil  Herrera-Concepcion
about what coaching volley-
ball means to him. “It’s about
representing the school and
community with pride. It
means being a role model for
my athletes, showing them

what hard work, discipline,
and teamwork look like both
on and off the court.”

At practice, the girls start
out with a warm-up to bring
out their focus and get them
moving before moving into
skill drills and working on
areas where the girls may
need improvement on like
serving, passing, or hitting.

“I love how fast-paced it
is,” said Pleisch. “The people

Please see STREAK, page 9

Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - As
time marches on and we dis-
cover more and more areas
where the financial crisis
burdens families across the
country with rising prices, it
is food pantries these fami-
lies look to for help.

Neighbors Helping
Neighbors Food Pantry has
been operating to help the
residents of South Hadley
and Granby for over a de-
cade, providing the commu-
nity with food and hygiene
products.

Recently, the pantry was
donated some old voting ma-
chines from Districts 1 and 2,

and they repurposed them to
act like composting bins.
The compost is then given
to Full Circle Garden, which
provides fresh produce for
the pantry for same-day soil-

Sumitted photo
The compost bins outside that all leftover foods that can be
composted go into to reduce waste.

to-shelf delivery, and is run
by Master Gardeners.

“The work they do is fan-
tastic, and it really means the
world to us,” said Guarnera.
“We truly appreciate the

produce they bring us so we
can supply fresh produce to
our clients.”

The Pantry puts mainly
fruit and vegetables into the
compost bins, and donates
the more favorable bread to
be enjoyed by the cows at
McCray’s Farm.

“We compost as much as
we can so we don’t have to
throw anything away,” said
director Mary Lou Guarnera.
“Sometimes things go quick-
er than you think, so it’s
good to compost. We really
try to be as responsible as we
can with what we don’t use.”

The cardboard boxes
that the food is delivered in

Please see DONATIONS,
page 11

Resident celebrates
her 100th birthday
with apple pie

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - Last
Thursday, October 9, the
Pioneer Valley Rehabilita-
tion Center hosted a special
birthday party to celebrate
Josephine Keeley’s 100th
birthday.

“I love all the friends
here,” said Keeley about the
many people who came to
celebrate her special day.

Keeley worked and trav-
eled with the UMass Ambherst
Food Services as the resident
dietician, planning the menus
and make sure they accom-
modated all taste buds and
were nutritious.

During her time working
for UMass Ambherst as a di-
etician in the Food Services,
she got the chance to travel
all over and received a reward
for her hard work and dedica-
tion to the Food Services.

“I loved my trip to Ha-
waii,” said Keeley, referring
to one opportunity to travel
with Food Services to the
beautiful state. “I used to at-
tend conferences, and they
were all over the United
States.”

Keeley’s favorite thing in
this world was her 100-foot
garden, planting a variety of
flowers and vegetables, and
teaching anyone who would

Please see BIRTHDAY, page 5
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Josephine Keeley waving a shaker to blow out her candles

on her birthday apple pie.

Wine Haus under review
by ZBA for proper use of
special permit

ZBA holds a public
hearing regarding
the local winery,
Wine Haus, to see if
it is actually being
used for agricultural
purposes.

By Emily-Rose Pappas

Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

GRANBY - The Zoning
Board of Appeals continued
a public hearing as it con-
tinues to evaluate whether or
not local winery, Wine Haus,

is violating the terms of the
property’s special permit.

Last week, ZBA meet to
hear testimony related to the
issue.

Former building commis-
sioner Damian Cote issued a
cease-and-desist order on the
winery for violating the resi-
dential zoning restrictions re-
garding noise complaints and
traffic concerns.

“The law is quite clear
in Massachusetts. If a zon-
ing violation exists, even if
a former building inspector
or commissioner determined
otherwise, it can be en-

Please see PERMIT, page 11

Second Baptist Church invites community to celebrate fall

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - Sec-
ond Baptist Church of South
Hadley is gearing up to wel-
come the community for its
Fall Festival — a lively and
free celebration that blends
classic seasonal fun with a
warm spirit of connection.

Pastor Joseph Greene
said the idea for the festival
originated from the success
of a block party held earlier
this year. “Earlier in the year,
we had a block party and we
met lots of new friends and

neighbors,” Greene said.
“We thought that a follow-up
fall festival was a great way
to connect with our commu-
nity again. Our vision is to
bless the community in tan-
gible ways, and these events
help us realize that vision.”
The festival has quickly
become a favorite way for
neighbors and church mem-
bers to come together. “It
brings our community to-
gether in that we have a free,
family-friendly event out-
doors,” Greene said. “Peo-
ple are looking for safe and
supportive environments to

bring their families to that
don’t involve screens.”
Attendees can look for-
ward to a full lineup of fes-
tive activities, including an
inflatable slide, hayrides,
games, line dancing, mu-
sic, and free food, creating
a classic fall celebration for
all ages. The event is entirely
free, and everyone is invited.
Greene noted that the suc-
cess of the festival depends
on the dedication of many
church volunteers. “It takes
many church volunteers to
make this event happen,” he
explained. “Some prepare

the food, others oversee the
games, and still others clean
up.”

Beyond the fun and food,
the heart of the festival is
about sharing love and build-
ing community. “We want
the community to know that
we value them and want to
bless them,” Greene said.
“Jesus tells us to love people,
and this is a small way for us
to show love. It is hard rais-
ing a family these days, but
it is easier when you have a
faith community supporting

"

you.
Please see FALL, page 5

Turley photo by Tina Lesniak

The Second Baptist Church is getting ready for its fall festival

next weekend.
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Selecthoard reviews proposed
bitcoin machine ordinance

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Selectboard held a Public
Hearing regarding Ethan Cir-
cle, a continued conversation
on the construction going
on, and changes to be made,
as well as a talk about rising
risks of fraud with Bitcoin
and a new ordinance.

The Oct. 17 meeting also
featured a discussion on vari-
ous accepting and signing for
funds for schools to address
the current financial crisis
for schools, projects around
town, and tri-annual inter-
views and appointments.
Proposed Bitcoin Machine

Ordinance

Police Chief Jennifer
Gundersen proposed a ban
of bitcoin, or cryptocurrency,
vending machines in busi-
nesses in South Hadley.

There are currently 550
cryptocurrency Bitcoin ma-
chines across the Common-
wealth in convenience stores,
gas stations, grocery stores,
and other retail places.

“I'm proposing that we
have a ban on those being
placed in business within
South Hadley,” said Gunder-
sen. “Cryptocurrency is dig-
ital, virtual money; it’s only
online, there are no banks,
there’s no government. It’s
decentralized.”

Essentially, the machines
allow for purchasing and ex-
changing money for these
cryptocurrencies, and the
SHPD has received numer-
ous calls regarding these ma-
chines, regarding scams from

people pretending to be South
Hadley police officers or gov-
ernment officials  through
phone, email, and social me-
dia.

“They’re told they need
to make an urgent payment,
such as taxes or bail money
or something to protect their
bank account, and they’re
directed to deposit cash into
local cryptocurrency ATMs,”
said Gundersen. “These taxes
are completely irreversible,
untraceable, and nearly im-
possible for us to trace.”

“This matters for us be-
cause this is going to protect
our residents for preventable
fraud, and it’s also going to
reduce the workload on our
police officers,” said Gunder-
sen. “It’s really a matter of
public safety and consumer
protection, and that’s why I
bring it to you.”

The Selectboard will have
this moved to be a warrant
to vote upon at Town Meet-
ing and moved unanimously
to support the Bitcoin ordi-
nance.

Public Hearing: Ethan

Circle

The Selectboard heard a
public hearing with the Plan-
ning Board back in January,
and had been waiting for a
sign that the HOA is up and
running. After hearing back,
they moved forward into the
conversation in order to dis-
cuss the stormwater system,
which is handled by the HOA.

“We are very anxious for
this street to be adopted now,”
said resident of Ethan Circle,
Gina Hoagland.

The main issue was in
seeing the private way of

Ethan Circle be changed and
adopted into a public way.
The Selectboard reviewed
the material, and after no
further discussion or public
comments, the Selectboard
unanimously approved and
accepted Ethan Circle as a
public way.

Public Higher Education
Stabilization Fund and Fis-
cal Crisis Sign-On Letter

The fund is designed to
support higher education, in-
cluding the community, col-
lege, state universities, and
UMass system by the Mas-
sachusetts Teachers Associ-
ation in order to address the
funding cuts.

If accepted, the board on
the union will urge the Leg-
islature to set aside $200
million from the $2 billion
generated by Fair Share in or-
der to stabilize public higher
education.

Similar to the Stabiliza-
tion Fund, the Massachusetts
Teachers Association devel-
oped a crisis letter in order
to provide relief to Special
Education, fixing the Chapter
70 inflation cap, reimburse
region and non-regional
school districts for transpor-
tation costs, increase rural
school aid, further mitigate
the financial impact of charter
school on traditional public
schools, and make targeted
investments in staffing and
programming in order to aid
and support student mental
health.

The Selectboard unani-
mously agreed to sign both
the Stabilization Fund and the
Fiscal Crisis Letter.

Christmas card collection

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Friends of the South Hadley
Seniors are collecting Christ-
mas cards for their annual
holiday stocking project. If

you have some unused cards
to donate, there will be a col-
lection box at the entrance
to the Senior Center through
October 31. Unused -cards

can be dropped off at the
front desk of the Senior Cen-
ter (45 Dayton Street). The
Friends appreciate the com-
munity support.

Friday,
Oct. 24th

Billy
Eagen

lonovan's

Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791 « donovanspub.com

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm JXX

Friday,
Oct. 17th

Corner
Boys
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Saturday,
Oct. 25th

Frank

PRECINCT E
SOUTH HADLEY
RESIDENTS MEETINGS

Wednesday, October 22, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 25, 10 - 11:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hall at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
319 Granby Road

Precinct E Town Meeting Members want residents’ views.

Town/school financial situation
Route 202/33 Corridor Rezoning Proposal
Other topics on residents’ minds

All Precinct E residents are welcome.
Your presence is important.

Reminder

October 17, 2025

South Hadley Elementary School

Building Committee Invites

Community Input on October 21

SOUTH HADLEY - The
South Hadley Elementary
School Building Committee
invites all community mem-
bers to a virtual community
workshop on Monday, Octo-
ber 21 at 6 p.m. via Zoom.

This workshop is part of
the Educational Visioning
Process, where teachers, par-
ents, students, and residents
help define priorities for stu-
dent learning, the spaces and
programs that matter most,
and how a new or renovated
Mosier Elementary School
can best serve the entire
South Hadley community.

Project Update

The Committee recent-
ly selected Mount Vernon
Group Architects (MVG) as
the project’s designer. To-
gether with the District’s
Owner’s Project Manager,
Skanska, and the Massachu-
setts School Building Au-

thority (MSBA), MVG has
begun the Preliminary De-
sign Program (PDP) phase.
This phase will establish the
project’s educational goals
and evaluate potential op-
tions to address Mosier Ele-
mentary’s long-term facility
needs.

South Hadley was one of
only 19 school districts, out of
63 applicants in 2023, invited
into the MSBA'’s highly com-
petitive grant program, which
funds the design and con-
struction of new or renovated
schools. A Once-in-a-Gen-
eration Opportunity Built in
1969, Mosier Elementary has
reached the end of its useful
life.

The MSBA partnership
presents a once-in-a-gener-
ation opportunity for South
Hadley to address urgent fa-
cility challenges while shap-
ing a school that supports

modern teaching and learn-
ing and reflects the commu-
nity’s values.

“We look forward to hear-
ing from residents and ensur-
ing that this project reflects
the values and priorities of
our town,” said Diane Mul-
vaney, Chair of the South
Hadley Elementary School
Building Committee. “It will
be important for our commit-
tee to blend the educational
needs of our students with
care, compassion, and fiscal
responsibility, delivering a
solution that serves our needs
now and into the future.”

For more information,
email: shbuilds@southhad-
leyschools.org, and be on
the lookout for the upcoming
posting of the Zoom on the
Town Website and Facebook

page.

Harmony House hosts spaghetti dinner fundraiser

CHICOPEE - Harmony
House of Western Massachu-
setts, a nonprofit home for
hospice patients, will host
their 15th Annual Spaghetti
Supper on Friday, Novem-
ber 7, from 5 to 7 p.m. at
the Moose Family Center,
244 Fuller Road, Chicopee.
The community event raises
funds to support the organi-
zation’s mission, providing
a home and compassionate,
around-the-clock care, allow-
ing residents to live their final
days to the fullest.

“Community support is
absolutely vital to Harmo-
ny House. Donations enable
us to provide 24/7 care and
companionship to those who
don’t have a safe or suitable
place to receive hospice care

and want to live out their fi-
nal days in a place they can
call home,” said Gina Mazza,
board president and executive
director of Harmony House.
“We’re looking forward to
bringing the community to-
gether to share a delicious
meal and be part of our work
providing the peace, comfort,
and dignity that our residents
and their loved ones deserve.”

The evening will include a
hearty spaghetti dinner, 50/50
drawing, and raffle baskets.
Tickets can be purchased
at HarmonyHouseWMA.
org or from a board member
and are $15 if purchased be-
fore Thursday, October 30th.
Tickets purchased after this
date or at the door are $20.
Children six and under attend

for free.

This event is made pos-
sible thanks to the generous
donation of space from the
Chicopee Moose Lodge and
the support of our sponsors,
including Westfield Bank,
Egan, Flanagan and Co-
hen, P.C., Fedor Financial
Group, LLC, Carla Santia &
Associates, Pizza Lino, and
Rivest Financial Associates,
Inc.  Additional sponsors
are welcome and can learn
more at the Harmony House
website. Additional sponsors
will be happily accepted un-
til October 29th. Please visit
HarmonyHouseWMA.org to
learn more about the organi-
zation, event, volunteer op-
portunities, or to donate.

SOUTH HADLEY 2025

- YARD WASTE

CURBSIDE COLLECTION
NOV. 3RD - NOV. 29TH

Paper Bags or Open Top Containers Only;

MUST BE CURBSIDE BY 7 A.M. ON YOUR COLLECTION DAY.
Each Route Will Have Two Collections.

Brush Must Be Tied In Bundles (No Metal) of Not More Than Four (4’) Foot Lengths.

NO PLASTIC BAGS

Please keep yard waste barrels separate and apart from trash barrels

Questions? Please contact The DPW at 538-5030 ext. 6500
Curbside Trash and Recycling Regulations
https://www.southhadley.org/405/Curbside-Regulations

What is Recyclable?

http://springfieldmrf.org/whats-recyclable-at-the-mrf

B 3’ Large

Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse
Fresh Made Cider Donuts On the Weekends!

Our Own Apples, Corn, Tomatoes, Radishes,
es & Cauliflowers, Leaf Lettuce,
Pic les, Scallions, Squashes, Beans, Beets,

Winter Squashes & Cucumbers

Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods,
Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips,
Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products,

Healthy Dough by Jessica, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces,
New Wine Jellies, Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!

e ORNAMENTAL FALL GRASSES ¢ LARGE PUMPKINS & FALL DECOR!

Cabba

F poriog”  Route 202, 309 East State St., Granhy 57 In Store
0S ajor
413-467-3794 Credit Cards Accepted
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm icki f Sorry No Checks
Sun. 8am-6pm www.dickinsonsfarm.com Gift Certificates Available

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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Granby to Go seeking
to aid local family

GRANBY- As many peo-
ple know many benefits for
families have ended. This has
devastated families especial-
ly with children with special
needs and medical condi-
tions. At this time we have a
family who’s child essential
need for nutrition is vanilla
Pedisure as their source of
their basic food source and
because of the benefit cuts
this has hurt this family’s

basic need to help feed their
child. We are holding a Pe-
disure drive for this family.

If you would like to do-
nate vanilla Pedisure please
contact our program manag-
er at granbytogo@granby-
schoolsma.net or by stopping
by on Tuesday evenings from
6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Granby
Jt/Sr High School. Thank
you from our program and
the family.

Handbag Bingo is on
November 8: Purchase your
tickets bhefore they sell out!

SOUTH HADLEY -
Tickets are now available to
the popular Handbag Bingo
fundraiser being hosted on
November 8 at St Theresa’s
Church by the Friends of But-
tery Brook Park. This annual
fundraising event will benefit
improvements to the park,
specifically, the addition of
shade structures. “The recent
park improvement project
allowed us to add some won-
derful new pieces to the play-
ground. These, coupled with

our great spray park, brought
more visitors to the park this
summer. We often see fam-
ilies trying to crowd under
small trees by the playground
to get some respite from
the sun. We know there is a
need for additional shade,”
commented event organizer
and Friends’ board member
Kim Prough. Tickets are $40
each and can be reserved by
emailing Kim at ksprough@
me.com.

Read the Town Reminder online at
www.townreminder.turley.com

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation ¢ Underground Utilities
Water ® Sewer e Septic ® Drainage

Grading ® Paving ® ADA Accessibility

Lance Bristol ® email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 * Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.

Est. 1968 Licensed/Insured
www.albristolandsons.com ® South Hadley

TOWN Reminder

for October

SOUTH HADLEY
— Police Chief Jeniffer
Gundersen is holding sev-
eral drop-in office hour
sessions:

October 24: 1 to 2:30
p-m. at the South Hadley

Police Chief Gundersen’s
community office hours

COA.

October 27: 5 to 6:30
p-m. at the South Hadley
Public Library.

October 31: 10 a.m. to
noon at Newton Manor.

Donate to the SHHS’s
service club’s projects

SOUTH HADLEY - The
South Hadley High School’s
Service Club has put togeth-
er its October projects and
is seeking to share with the
community the need for do-
nations for the following:

Book Drive/Lending

Library: October 20 to
November 21

This project involves the
carpentry department of our
high school, which will be
building a physical lending
library, and with donations

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNERS

Soups - Salads - Burgers - Dogs - Desserts
Sandwiches - Breakfast All Day - Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

ENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES 2 Bowers St., Holyoke

USE DOORDASH

T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

from the community, we will
create a communal library.

Alianzia Domestic Violence
Shelter Donation Drive:
October 20 to 31

This project will con-
sist of collecting the local
domestic violence shelter>s
wish list, consisting of bed-
ding, diapers, new clothing
(for children and women),
personal care products, and
gift cards to supermarkets
(Walmart, Target, etc.)

* ASK ABOUT CATERING
T

Comfort Food
& Ice Cream

Come Jn!

ETER TR TR TR TR R R TR TT LRI b

at the Historic Richardson Station
* TAM-7PM MONDAY-FRIDAY ¢

S

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

|
Crane
Service
|

Storm
Damage

[]
Stump
Grinding
[]

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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Learn about running for
local office in South Hadley

SOUTH HADLEY—
South Hadley voters are
invited to attend an infor-
mation session at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, October 23, 2025
in the Community Room at
South Hadley Public Library
at 2 Canal Street on South
Hadley’s elected offices and
how to run for them. This is
an opportunity for all voters
to learn about the offices we
see on our local election bal-
lots, including precinct-based
Town Meeting members and
Town-Wide elected officials
outlined in Town By-Laws.
For those considering run-
ning for an office, now is a
good time to begin thinking
about the April 14, 2026 An-
nual Town Election. Starting
early is helpful as the local
election calendar begins in
early December, just as the
busy holiday season is get-
ting underway.

Running for election as a
Town Meeting Member is a

good starting point for res-
idents wishing to be more
involved in and to better un-
derstand Town affairs. Town
Meeting is the local legis-
lative session that votes on
our policies and budget, so
members learn a great deal
about how our town works
and its finances. There are
a total of 120 elected Town
Meeting Members, 24 for
each of South Hadley’s five
precincts. Members serve
staggered 3-year terms, with
eight seats on the ballot every
year in each precinct.

Plan to come and find
out more about local offices
and their responsibilities, re-
quirements to be a candidate,
how to run, and the timeline
for running. The informa-
tion session is hosted by the
South Hadley Town Clerk’s
office and Board of Regis-
trars. For election informa-
tion, visit: www.southhadley.
org/elections.

= i
here’s nothing better than dealing with
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry

Devine of Devine Overhead Doors

certainly does. Talk with him and you'll agree.

For over 25 years, Gerry has been working with
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors.
General Doors features standard residential,
carriage house style, commercial & industrial.

Call Today for Profes.éional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
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OpiNioN

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I was born in April
1958 and my plan has been
to take my Social Security
at age 70.

However, my sister-in-
law says that it is smarter
to take it now while I am
still working. I will be 70
in 2.5 years. Her husband
collects his SS and has
kept working. She believes
their strategy will net more
money than mine due to
the fact he has continued
to pay into the system and
she believes it has super
boosted his monthly ben-
efit. What say you? BTW,
Lord willing and the creek
don’trise I plan on living at
least till 87.

Signed: Questioning
My Plan

Dear Questioning:

You have already
reached your SS Full Re-
tirement Age, so you can
earn as much as possible
without your SS benefit
being negatively affected
by Social Security’s Annu-
al Earnings Test. In fact, if
your current earnings are
among the highest over
your lifetime, your SS ben-
efit amount will continue
to increase because of your
higher current earnings.
You are now also earning
Delayed Retirement Cred-
its, which will improve
your monthly amount
by.67% for each month
(8% for each full year) you
delay. That means that if
you wait and claim at 70
you will get about 127%
of what you would have
gotten had you claimed at
your FRA of 66 years and
8 months plus you’ll also
get all COLA increases
which occur between now
and then. So your life ex-
pectancy is key.

It usually takes about 12
years to break even money
wise by claiming at age 70
vs. at FRA. In other words,
if you claim at 70 instead
of FRA, you’ll have re-
ceived the same amount of
SS money after you are 82.
Thus, if your life expectan-
cy is greater than age 82,
you’ll get more in cumu-
lative lifetime benefits by
waiting until 70 to claim.
Of course, no one really
knows how long they will
live, so it is a judgement

Should | take Social Security
now or at age 70?

you need to make. “Aver-
age” life expectancy for
a man your current age is
about age 84, but if you’d
like to get a more personal-
ized longevity estimate you
can use this tool we use
here at the AMAC Foun-
dation: https://socialsecu-
rityreport.org/tools/life-ex-
pectancy-calculator/

Another thing to keep in
mind is whether your wife
will get a widow’s benefit
if you die first. A widow
will get the higher of either
her own SS retirement ben-
efit or the husband’s ben-
efit amount when he died.
So, if you claim at age 70,
your surviving spouse will
benefit if her own SS is
smaller because you wait-
ed until 70 for your higher
SS amount. Just something
else to keep in mind.

Yet another is whether
your wife will be entitled
to a higher benefit as your
spouse while you are both
living. FYI, a spouse will
get a “spousal boost” if her
own SS retirement benefit
at FRA is less than 50%
of her spouse’s FRA en-
titlement. If so, your wife
cannot claim her spousal
benefit until you take your
own SS retirement benefit.
If your wife will be enti-
tled to more as your spouse
while you are both living,
then delaying until age 70
means your wife cannot
collect her higher spousal
amount until you claim.
Depending on your finan-
cial needs as a couple, that
may affect your decision as
well.

When to claim is always
a judgement call which
should consider your life
expectancy, your financial
needs and your marital sta-
tus. If you don’t need the
SS money now while you
are working and believe
you will, indeed, live “at
least till 87,” then waiting
would likely be your best
long-term decision. If you
have doubts about your life
expectancy, and/or if your
wife will substantially ben-
efit from a “spousal boost”
if you claim earlier, then
claiming now would also
be a wise choice.

Finally, it’s also import-
ant to understand that your

Please see SOCIAL
SECURITY, page 5

Reminder

Jack Frost has come and gone; time to review

sually we have a few
nights that teeter
around the freezing

mark each fall, giving us an
advanced warning of sorts,
before a real deal killer frost
strikes. Not so this year.

I tuned into the weather
last Tuesday night and to my
shock, we were expecting
temperatures to dip
into the mid to high
20s Thursday night
into Friday morn-
ing! That meant
going into extreme
harvest mode to get
everything  indoors
that needed to be and
trying to cover what I
couldn’t get to.

I was trying to hold off
on harvesting my Butternut
winter squash, hoping for the
green tinges of the skin to
fade to a warm buff color, but
by the time Wednesday rolled
around I had to give in and
pick them. I think they are
mostly ripe.

I grew three total hills this
year, two of a variety Mom
had saved the seeds of and
one of a highly touted, pow-
dery mildew resistant F1 hy-
brid by the name of “Little
Dipper” 1 was lured in by
the catalog description that
promised seven plus fruits per
plant.

From my two plants in that
one hill, I harvested 15. Pret-
ty good, I'll say! They range
in weight from just about a
pound and a half to over five
pounds, with most around the
3.5 pound mark.

I already cut into one,
and roasted it. Not being
used to such a dry texture, I
added a little water when I
whipped it up and it was fla-
vorful enough. And true to
its description in the Fedco

catalog (fedcoseeds.com) it
was indeed powdery mildew
resistant.

The leaves were incredi-
bly green and still pumping
out flowers until they were
struck by frost. Will I grow it
again? Yes.

ahd’;w

m i
One mention: the seeds
took forever to germinate. I
start mine indoors in early
May. They were easily a week
or 10 days behind the open
pollinated squash and pump-
kins I germinated indoors.

Another squash that was
new to my garden this year
was an Acorn squash by the
name of “Festival” from Re-
nee’s Garden (reneesgarden.
com). I typically don’t veer
from growing butternuts due
to a heavy load of squash vine
borers on all other species,
but the seed packet was so
pretty that I succumbed to an
“impulse buy.”

I figured I could grow
them to eat, and also use them
for autumn decorations. The
cream-colored squash are
splashed with orange, yellow
and/or green and reportedly
will keep up to three months.

From four plants I harvest-
ed 21 squash; not too shabby
for vines that are semi bush. I
tried two plants in one of my
raised beds as an experiment,
and they did great there, as
did the two in the main gar-

den.

I cut one in half, removed
the seeds and roasted it cut
side down until fork tender.
To me, acorns are on the blah
side but all that changes with
the addition of some maple
syrup.

As far as the vine borers
go, the plants were early to
bear and quick to ripen. By
the time the borers dis-
covered them most fruits

were curing right on the
plants. I’1l definitely be
growing them again.
Mouse Melon, also
known as Cucamelon was a
newbie as well, and one that
I was not sad to see go when
the frost hit. I sowed the seeds
indoors and planted the trans-
plants along one side of an
A-frame trellis. By August I
had the cutest mini-watermel-
ons, think the size that would
be perfect Barbie Doll food!

My appreciation for this
trial ended with its cuteness,
however. To me it tasted like
a bitter cucumber, with a little
bit of a kick to it. Not a fan.

I did enter them in the
Ware Grange fair, however,
and won first place in the “any
other” category!

Stay tuned next week for
more reviews and also what
strategies worked and what
didn’t!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.

Fall entrepreneur-...

Letter-to-The-Editor

Addressing safety concerns
after multiple accidents

To the Editor,

On the afternoon of Oc-
tober 11, there was another
accident on Route 202 in
South Hadley in the vicinity
of Pine Grove Drive. This
was the fourth accident I am
aware of in the past month.
This one was a multi-vehi-
cle accident responded to
by several police cars, tow
trucks and ambulances; two
earlier ones involved only
two vehicles. The one last
month involved a truck, op-
erated by a driver who ad-
mitted they were not paying
attention, which veered into
the bike lane and hit a 14-
year old cyclist, knocking
him off his bike. Fortunate-
ly he suffered only scrapes
and bruises; it appears his
helmet kept him from get-
ting a concussion. This could
have been much worse!
Vehicles travel fast on this
stretch of 202 between the

intersection of 202 and 33
to Five Corners in Granby.
Many drivers use the bike
lane as a “passing lane” while
coming upon a vehicle wait-
ing to turn left into one of the
side streets, condo complexes
and businesses. Many drivers
ignore pedestrians trying to
cross 202 at the crosswalks.
I don’t know what the solu-
tion to this continuing (and
seemingly worsening) sit-
uation is (more State and
local police patrols? traffic
lights?), but I do know that
increasing traffic by adding
more businesses, apartment
complexes, etc. will exacer-
bate the problem!

Iurge South Hadley Town
Meeting members to vote no
to the rezoning plan proposed
by the Planning Board!

Richard Matteson
9 Pine Grove Drive
South Hadley, MA

The State House comes to Western MA for
Historic Governor’s Council Confirmation Hearing

REGION - The Healey/
Driscoll administration has
nominated Western MA res-
ident Benjamin Mann to the
position of Associate Justice
of the Juvenile Court.

Nominees to judicial po-
sitions come before the Gov-
ernor’s Council for advice
and consent for confirmation
to the bench. Governor’s
Council holds confirmation
hearings, usually at the State
House in Governor’s Council
chambers, prior to voting at
Assembly on nominees.

This event will bring the
process from the State House
to Western MA. Following
the confirmation hearing,
members of Council will hold
a Q&A session and share in-
formation about the process
of becoming a judge in Mas-
sachusetts and the constitu-
tional role of the Governor’s

Council.
Governor’s Councilor
Tara Jacobs, representing

District 8 on the Governor’s

Council, a district encom-
passing 102 cities and towns
across Western MA and Cen-
tral MA, will chair the Gov-
ernor’s Council confirmation
hearing for nominee Benja-
min Mann.

This is a rare and historic
hearing, with members of the
Governor’s Council traveling
from across the Common-
wealth to the Western side of
the state. Members of Coun-
cil will be available after the
hearing to answer questions.

Hearings before Gover-
nor’s Council are an oppor-
tunity to hear testimony from
witnesses, a personal state-
ment from the nominee as to
why they believe they would
serve the judiciary of the
Commonwealth well from
the bench, and to answer
questions posed by members
of the Council about a variety
of issues relevant to the court
and the position.

The Governor’s Council
generally holds confirmation

hearings on Wednesdays at
the State House. This is an
opportunity for the local
community in Western MA to
attend a hearing, observe the
process, and meet members
of Council after the hearing,
during which there will be a
Q&A session with Council.

This is a public hearing.
Those interested in better un-
derstanding how judges are
vetted and confirmed in Mas-
sachusetts are encouraged to
attend, as well as those inter-
ested in applying to become
a judge now or in the future.

The event is open to ev-
eryone: students and mem-
bers of the community, in-
cluding the legal community.
When: Wednesday, October
22, 2025, and doors open at
noon, Confirmation Hearing
at 1 p.m. followed by a Q&A.
Event ends at 3 p.m. at the
Great Room at the Old Chap-
el on the UMass/Amherst
campus, 144 Hicks Way, Am-
herst, MA.
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OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers
to include their name, ad-
dress and phone number in
order for our office to au-
thenticate authorship prior
to publication. Addresses
and phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks or def-
amation of character are
not allowed. Deadline for
submissions is Wednesday
at noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to town-
reminder @turley.com.
Mailed letters can be sent
to Town Reminder, 24
Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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Join the PTO for a spaghetti
dinner fundraiser

HOLYOKE - The Mater
Dolorosa Catholic School
PTO would like to invite the
community to a spaghetti
dinner fundraiser on Wednes-
day, November 5 from 4 to
6:30 p.m. in order to support
the PTO in providing for
school programs and student
enrichment.

The supper is dine-in or
take-out, and will be at the
Pope John Paul II Social Cen-
ter in Holyoke on St. Kolbe
Drive. Bring a nonperishable
food item to help fill Kate’s
Kitchen and support local

families in need this season.

The meal costs $10 for
adults, and $5 for children,
by cash or check only, and in-
cludes pasta, salad, and garlic
bread. Add-ons are available
including sausages and meat-
balls, dessert, and extra sauce
to-go.

This is a monthly supper,
hosted on the First Wednes-
day of the Month, through
June 2026, and is the PTO’s
biggest fundraiser. Come
hungry and support a great
cause.

SOCIAL SECURITY from page 4

SS benefits may be taxable
by the IRS and, if you are
still working, your IRS tax
rate will likely be higher now
than it would be after you re-
tire from working. Note: The
so-called “one big, beautiful
bill” provides only temporary
tax relief (thru 2028) on SS
benefits - the IRS will still
tax SS benefits but also allow
a separate tax deduction to
offset those SS taxes you pay.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or

any other gov-
ernmental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not
represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the
National Social Security As-
sociation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

FALL from page 1

The church hopes fami-
lies will leave the event feel-
ing uplifted. “We hope peo-
ple leave our event feeling
like their family had a good
time and made some new
connections,” Greene said.
“We hope they feel loved by
God.”

The Fall Festival looks to
grow into a cherished com-
munity tradition, and Greene
sees it continuing to expand
in future years, offering a

welcoming space for neigh-
bors to gather.

As the event flyer notes,
admission is free, and every-
one is encouraged to invite
friends. For more informa-
tion, visit www.sbcsouthhad-
ley.com.

The event will take
place on Saturday, October
25, from 3 to 6 p.m., at the
church, located at 589 Gran-
by Road, South Hadley.

Support

Wednesday Night 5.7pm

Smoked BBQ Dinner

$10 per person

Thursday Night 7-10pm

Karaoke by
New England Disc Jockeys

Frida Y Night starts at 7:30 pm
Trivia N ight $5 per person
Starting Oct. 3rd

Saturday Night 5.7 pm

Spaghetti Dinner

Starting Oct. 11th

7 Days A Week

Queen of Hearts Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325

22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Three Great
2026 Norwegian Cruises

dventure founs

ohare the Ad

of Warren =P

cnturcwith us!
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Together in Motion: A performance

SOUTH HADLEY —
Join us for an evening that
redefines performance art
through the power of inclu-
sion, creativity, and connec-
tion. Together in Motion: A
Performance Project of In-
clusion & Creativity takes
the stage on Friday, Octo-
ber 24 at 7:00 p.m. at Berk-

shire Hills Music Academy
in South Hadley.

This isn’t just a perfor-
mance—it’s a shared jour-
ney. Performers with dif-
fering abilities—have come
together in a collaborative
process, learning from one
another, honoring their dif-
ferences, and co-creating a

project of inclusion and creativity

powerful dance piece that
reflects their collective cre-
ativity, diversity, and hu-
man connection. From re-
hearsal to stage, this project
has been a celebration of
community and collabora-
tion, reminding us all that
movement speaks louder
than words.

Tickets are offered on
a donation basis, with sug-
gested contributions rang-
ing from $5 to $25. All are
welcome, and every do-
nation supports Together
In Motion’s inclusive pro-
gramming and future per-
formance opportunities.

BIRTHDAY from page 1

them the right way.

“She’s done amazing
work, and her gardens are
still flourishing, and I always
bring her bouquets of flowers
from her garden,” said April
Clayton, whose mother was
Keeley’s best friend.

Clayton still visits Keeley
every Friday at the Center,
and makes a point to help
care for her garden, and many

listen about the best ways
to plant, and how to care for
their gardens.

“I loved all the flowers,”
said Keeley about her gar-
den. “And I liked to mow the
lawn. I also grew onions. But,
I didn’t want to be a farmer.
I knew I could do better, so I
got an education.”

Keeley’s late son, Thomas

Joseph Keeley, and late hus-
band, Thomas Henry Keeley,
worked with her in her gar-
dens, and she made sure to
show them how to care for

others will bring her desserts
and treats from UMass Am-
herst’s dining services so she
can ‘“test” that they are still

there.

“She shared all her garden-
ing tips with me, and she’s the
reason I’m a gardener today,”
said JoAnn Bourguignon,
who set up and planned this
special party. “She was my
very good friend and sup-
ported me when my mother
passed.”

Keeley’s warmth is appre-
ciated by many, and her care
for people and their health
drew her to take on the role
of dietician.

“My best advice is eat

away from salt, sugar, and
saturated fat. I'm a dietician,
so I know these things.”

Keeley inspired many
people, and for many more,
she became a mother figure,
providing a safe space and a
shoulder for those who need-
ed one.

“She is an amazing and
powerful lady,” said Clay-
ton. “She’s very smart, she’s

well-read, and she wanted
everyone to be educated. She
worked at UMass because she
wanted to feed the kids. She’s

good from when she worked right,” said Keeley. “Keep an amazing lady.”

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas April Clayton cutting Jo a slice of her favorite: Apple Pie from

Taking a picture with Jo. Attkins.

Visit us at SPECIAL DISTRICT MEETING

WWWw.
tll l'| ey South Hadley Fire District #2
S Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 6:00 PM
Meeting will be held at
District 2 Headquarters
NOTICE 20 Woodbridge Street

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor

Everyone is welcome.
Only Registered voters of District 2
can vote on the articles.

will be liable for any er- PLEASE ATTEND and
ror in an advertisement BRING ANOTHER REGISTERED VOTER
to a greater extent than WITH YOU.

the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Meeting the 30-person quorum
is always a challenge.

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
k.grvf LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. USDA INSP. FROZEN

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

s

CENTER_CUT FRESH BONELESS BONELESS & SKINLESS

PORK LOIN cut FREE ummusmuen S1 %9 BEEF CHICKEN TENDERLOIN rrav PAK...s 4@
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN TENDERLOIN ) oo sp rresn

g(E]H.II;EPOﬁ:IJEHOPS 524 $1 1 99 Foee WHOLE CHICKEN win A errser 1 12

USDA INSP. FRESH

g?\l[l)awESB FSRIEBTJECI))l\IEERII\FI’ICNIC 2Ib ?EISET:B((:)n%L(E:f(S CHICKEN THIGHS 10 L8 8A6 wesusens 1 33
| SLICED IN OUR DELI .

i L SReR | poaStarSTEA ) GBI .o
ROAST BEEF .. I2 $6 T L T c— 3 ea

USDA INSP.

PROVOLONE CHEESE...... 434

Us USDA INSP. FROZEN FISH

- -"' & ! - . " ’
Dec.7........ Water for Elephants at PPAC............ccccuue. $120
Dec. 20....... Cirque Holidaze.......ccccocvervenerensensessesnenns $120
May 8-15... Canyon Country .......cooemmmsessesssssessenns $4099

May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Hallfax Cruise....from $1699
Sept. 2-13.. Alaska Land & Cruise........c.ccoveunenes from $6299

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

TAILGATE SPECIALS

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST . B

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED s

PORK BUTT STRIPS .......c..uuus 3

SALE DATES:

GROUND ERESH DAILY
DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

3529

10/9/25-10/15/25 BUY DIRECT FOR

5LB
BAG
— |

COD FILLETS...

f 90 Meat Outlet @ EENLVLLELLESS

Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

s SAVINGS o SELECTION o SERVICE

o OO0

Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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Spooky Season
and Banned
Books Week at
SHPL

SOUTH HADLEY -
The library’s homepage will
have a new look in October!
We were faced with our long-
time website provider closing
their business and a reduced
FY26 technology budget that
required library staff to take
a fresh look at what services
and information needed to be
available from our website.
The new homepage contains
information and (hopefully)
easier access to the library
catalog, online event calen-
dar, local history resources,
services and programs, and
digital resources. We apolo-
gize in advance for any down-
time over the first week as we
work out the technical details.

Banned Books Week
takes place this year during
the first full week of Octo-
ber, celebrating the right of
free people to read freely.
This year’s theme, in a nod
to George Orwell, is Censor-
ship Is So 1984. Read for Your
Rights. The Library Trustees
encourage our community to
exercise their First Amend-
ment rights at the South Had-
ley Public and Gaylord Me-
morial libraries.

Adult Programs at SHPL

Local author Mario
Bonavita will share a heartfelt
talk on his book, All About
Me: My Life on the Autism
Spectrum on Saturday, Oc-
tober 18, at 10 a.m..

We close the month with
paranormal researcher Ron-
ny LeBlanc on UFOs on
Wednesday, October 22 at

TOWN Reminder
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6 p.m., as he dives into the
mysteries of UFOs (Uniden-
tified Flying Objects) and
UAPs (Unidentified Anoma-
lous Phenomena).”

Are you reading what
we’re reading? Check out
the library book discussion
groups. We also have books
for the discussion groups that
meet at the Senior Center.
Check out the full selection
near our new book area.

The library, public health
department, and Baystate
Health are teaming up to
hold a Community Blood
Drive on Monday, October
20, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Eligible donors will receive
a gift card from Starbucks,
Amazon, Panera, or Big Y.
Email Fiona Cioch to register.
You can also visit the Public
Health Drop-In Hour that
same day from 3 to 4 p.m. to
learn more about the services
and assistance available to
residents.

There are also Office
Hours with Police Chief
Jennifer Gundersen taking
place at the library on Mon-
day, October 27, from 5
to 6:30 p.m. Bring your
thoughts, concerns, and ideas
to share with her.

PUBLIC LIBRARY

s

A

Online Author Programs

Finding My Way with
Nobel Peace Prize Laure-
ate Malala Yousafzai. Best-
selling Author and Education
Activist. Wednesday, October
22 at7 p.m.

Courtly Intrigue and
Whispers as Weapons with
Historical Fiction Queen
Philippa Gregory. Bestsell-
ing Author of The Other Bo-
leyn Girl and Leading Voice
in Historical Fiction. Wednes-
day, October 29 at 2 p.m.

Children’s Programs at
SHPL

All our usual programs
continue: Baby Lapsit Story-
time, Lego & Games, Rhyme
Time, Storytime, Playgroup,
and Graphic Novel Book
Club on Thursday, October
9 at 4 p.m. Check the calen-
dar for details!

Teen Programs at SHPL

This month’s Crafter-
noon takes place on Thurs-
day, October 16, from 4 to
S p.m. We will be making
Spooky Garlands. No sign-
up is needed. Night Craft will
be happening on Tuesday,
October 28, from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. We will be crafting
Stitch a Spider Web. None of

these programs require sign-
ing up unless you would like
an email reminder.

Our monthly gaming
sessions will be happening
on Tuesday, October 21 for
Xbox1, and Monday, Octo-
ber 27, for Switch. All gam-
ing sessions start at 3:30
p.-m. and run until 5 p.m. in
the Teen Room. No sign-up is
needed.

Snackternoon returns this
month on Thursday, Octo-
ber 23, from 4 to 5 p.m. This
month features guest present-
ers, Food Explorers. They
bring us a Chopped style
program, making Tacos for
Snackternoon. Please sign
up so we can have enough
supplies for all participants.

Our  monthly Teen
Takeaways continue to be
available. This month fea-
tures Tealight Ghosts. Sign
up once and get a new Teen
Takeaway every month. We
also have our latest Booktro-
vert pick: Kill Creatures by
Rory Power. There are no
in-person meet-ups, just en-
joy the book on your own
time. Copies are available in
the Teen Room for checkout.

Any questions please email
Bethany.

Gaylord Memorial Library
Programs

For kids, we also have
our usual Story Times (Fri-
days at 10:30 a.m.). We have
a special visit from UMass
Live Insect Zoo on Friday,
October 17, at 10:30 a.m.,
where you can meet and
learn about bugs! LEGO
Club meets on Thursday,
October 30, from 3 to 6
p.m., and we have Drop-In
Crafts on Thursday, Octo-
ber 23, from 3 to 6 p.m.
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22 firefighters graduate
from Massachusetts
Firefighting Academy

Greenfield recruit
recognized as
outstanding student

REGION — State Fire
Marshal Jon M. Davine and
Massachusetts  Firefighting
Academy leadership today
announced the graduation of
22 firefighters from the 50-
day Career Recruit Firefight-
ing Training Program.

“Massachusetts firefight-
ers are on the frontlines pro-
tecting their communities
every day, and today’s grad-
uates are needed now more
than ever,” said State Fire
Marshal Davine. “The hun-
dreds of hours of foundation-
al training they’ve received
will provide them with the
physical, mental, and tech-
nical skills to perform their
jobs effectively and safely.”

“Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy instructors draw
on decades of experience in
the fire service to train new
recruits,” said Massachusetts
Firefighting Academy Di-
rector JP Seivane. “Through
consistent classroom instruc-
tion and practical exercises,
today’s graduates have devel-
oped the tools they’ll need to
work seamlessly with veteran
firefighters in their home de-
partments and in neighboring
communities as mutual aid.”

The graduating firefight-
ers of Class #S42 represent
the fire departments of Am-
herst, Belchertown, Brain-
tree, Falmouth, Greenfield,
Hopkinton, = Longmeadow,
Monson, Northampton, Ox-

ford, and West Springfield.

The Richard N. Bangs
Outstanding Student Award,
which is presented to one
recruit in each graduating
career recruit training class,
was presented to Firefight-
er Matthew Gardner of the
Greenfield Fire Department.
The award is named for the
longtime chair of the Massa-
chusetts Fire Training Coun-
cil, who passed away on
October 2, and it reflects the
recruit’s academic and prac-
tical skills, testing, and eval-
uations over the course of the
10-week program.

Basic Firefighter Skills

Students receive class-
room training in all ba-
sic firefighter skills. They
practice first under non-fire
conditions and then during
controlled fire conditions.
To graduate, students must
demonstrate proficiency in
life safety, search and res-
cue, ladder operations, wa-
ter supply, pump operation,
and fire attack. Fire attack
operations range from mail-
box fires to multiple-floor
or multiple-room structural
fires. Upon successful com-
pletion of the Career Recruit
Program, all students have
met the national standards
of NFPA 1010, Standard for
Fire Fighter Professional
Qualifications, and are cer-
tified to the levels of Fire-
fighter I/Il and Hazardous
Materials First Responder
Operations by the Massachu-

Please see FIREFIGHTERS,
page 12
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Women entrepreneurs
who have helped to
shape the world

The business landscape d
evolving,

is  continually

Melanie Perkins:
Perkins is the co-founder of

shaped by the relentless de-
termination and innovative
spirit of visionary leaders
of industry. Entrepreneurs
come in many types, and
a significant percentage
of trailblazers are women.
Women entrepreneurs have
built global empires and in-
spired many young girls and
women to follow in their
footsteps.

Global Entrepreneur-
ship Monitor says one in
three high-growth entre-
preneurs and nearly two in
five export-oriented start-
ups were led by women,
according to its latest report
of women’s progress in en-
trepreneurship over the past
25 years. Forty-two percent
of all American firms are
women-owned businesses,
according to Ecommerce-
tips.org. In many regions,
women are driving forces
behind new business cre-
ation. Here’s a deeper look
at some of the women en-
trepreneurs that have made
their mark.

* Oprah Winfrey: It
wouldn’t be a complete
list of women entrepre-
neurs without Oprah Win-
frey. Despite a challenging
childhood, Winfrey built a
multimedia empire from
the ground up, becoming
a self-made entrepreneur.
From her talk show to the
founding of Harpo Pro-
ductions and the Oprah
Winfrey Network (OWN),
Winfrey became the first
Black woman to achieve
billionaire status.

the popular graphic design
platform Canva. At around
age 19, Perkins had the idea
to make graphic design ac-
cessible to everyone, even
those without many design
skills. She persevered de-
spite facing numerous rejec-
tions from investors. Now
Canva is a multi-billion dol-
lar global success story.

e  Whitney Wolfe
Herd: Online dating has
helped pair many successful
couples. Many have Herd to
thank, as she is the CEO of
the dating app Bumble. The
concept of the app is unique
from other platforms, as it
requires women to make the
first move, a concept that
has helped empower wom-
en. At 31, Herd became the
youngest woman to take a

U.S company public.

e Kiran Mazum-
dar-Shaw: Shaw is an Indi-
an billionaire entrepreneur,
and the executive chairper-
son and founder of Biocon
Limited and Biocon Bio-
logics Limited. These are
biotechnology = companies
based in Bangalore, India.
Shaw is known for being
India’s first woman entre-
preneur and the country’s
richest self-made woman.

¢ Arianna Huffington:
Huffington is a digital jour-
nalism pioneer. She is the
co-founder of The Huffing-
ton Post and founder and
CEO of Thrive Global, a
wellness and health plat-
form.

This is just a short list
of the many women entre-
preneurs that have helped
shape the world.

¢ OFFICE 3

Karen Sander-Buscemi, PMH-NP

Karen is a psychiatric nurse practitioner who specializes in geriatric
mental wellness. She has over 35 years of experience in treating older
adults.

She has a lengthy history of providing competent and empathic care in
hospital, rehabilitation, and home care settings.

She holds a Master’s Degree in Gerontological
Nursing from the University of Connecticut, and
a Post-Master’s Certificate from the University
of Massachusetts as an Adult Psychiatric Nurse
Practitioner.

She currently owns and operates, “GeriatricNP”, a sole practitioner
private practice here in South Hadley that offers psychopharmacologic
interventions that target a variety of illnesses. These include: depression,
anxiety disorders, and the challenges that often present with various
dementias such as Alzheimer’s Disease, Vascular and Lewy Body
dementia.

She has extensive experience with geriatric
program development, including evidence-based
fall prevention, medication error prevention, and
safe patient handling strategies.

Her interests include the safety and security of older adults residing in our
local communities, and the progression of national and local dementia
friendly initiatives. She is an active volunteer for the local TRIAD program.

Karen resides in South Hadley with her husband Andy and her ever
growing aviary of feathered companions.
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Improved Tigers suffer league loss to Orioles

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—Be-
tween 2019-2022, Abigail
Olden compiled 110 career
points (goals and assists) as
a member of the Belchertown
varsity field hockey team.

Olden, who’s currently a
junior on the Colby-Sawyer
College field hockey team,
was the first Lady Orioles
player to reach the elite mile-
stone.

Senior Edith Audette is
the second Belchertown field
hockey player to accomplish
the feat. She put her name
in the history books during
last Tuesday’s 5-1 road win
against the South Hadley
Lady Tigers.

Audette, who entered the
Valley League contest with

-‘--n. v

99 career points, scored a
penalty corner goal with 12
seconds remaining in the first
half giving her team a 2-0
halftime advantage.

“I couldn’t have done it
without my team and both
my coaches, Dina [Brunetti]
and Laura [Cote]. They got
me here this season,” said
Audette following her team’s
eleventh victory of the sea-
son. “My whole family is
here too, so I was really hop-
ing I got it today. And I did,
so it was the perfect moment
for me. I just love being a
member of this team.”

Brunetti took over as the
Lady Orioles varsity field
hockey coach when Audette
was a sophomore. She gave
her thoughts on the history
making goal.

“That goal couldn’t have

&

been any more perfect. That
was just a beautiful setup.
We ran that corner a bunch
of times at practice,” Brunetti
said. “It was flawless, and we
don’t do that often. It was just
super exciting.”

Audette, who entered her
senior season with 78 career
points, scored ten goals and
had twelve assists in the Lady
Orioles first 14 games of the
regular season.

Audette and Olden were
teammates on the varsity field
hockey team for one season.

“Abigail was the first
player in school history to
reach 100 points when I was
a freshman,” Audette said.
“After I saw her do it, that’s
when I decided I would also
like to accomplish it.”

Please see TIGERS, page 8
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Ella Haber advances past midfield.
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Amanda Stevenson sends the ball into the circle. Sienna LaFlesh looks to clear the ball away.

Lily Harrmgton chases down the loose ball.

Boys soccer nears 500 record

SOUTH HADLEY - The

Rams sweep Monson
with one-goal win

Jaxson
Pueschel
makes a
play on
the ball.

Brady Graham Iooks for his next
move.

South Hadley High School boys

soccer team
needs one
more win to
get to .500
with just a cou-
ple of games remaining in

the regular season. The Tigers have
had a large number of ties, going
4-5-5 this year. The Tigers have had
just one loss in their last five games.
They have won two and tied two
during that span since Oct. 1. South
Hadley finishes the regular season
with Frontier and Franklin Tech on
Monday evening at 5 p.m.

Ben Gillis gets a header.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Noah Carillon looks to collect the save.

Ari Alatalo is pressured.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—The Mon-
son and Granby girls’ var-
sity soccer teams have been
members of the Central Divi-
sion since 2017.

Monson entered the 2025
regular season with an 13-0-
1 overall record in the rivalry
series.

Back in the middle of
September, Granby celebrat-
ed a 2-1 victory in Monson’s
annual night game at Moriar-
ty Field.

The Lady Rams complet-

ed the season sweep by post-
ing a 3-2 home win over the
Lady Mustangs, last Thurs-
day afternoon.

“We’ve had some very
good battles with Monson
over the years, but we’ve
never been able to beat them
until this season,” said Gran-
by head coach Bob Weaver.
“Everyone contributed in to-
day’s game, and it feels very
good to sweep the season se-
ries.”

The Lady Rams (8-3-
2, 5-3-2) have been the top

Please see RAMS, page 8

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Brenna Moreno looks ready to shoot.



Page 8

TIGERS from page 7

Edith, who’s a co-captain
of this year’s team with se-
nior Mya Philpott, learned
how to play field hockey from
her mother, Lisa, who played
field hockey at Quaboag Re-
gional.

“My mom was my field
hockey coach from first grade
to eighth grade,” she said.
“She was the person who got
me to love the sport. Every
player that I’'ve played field
hockey with have been amaz-
ing. Most of my best friends
play field hockey.”

Philpott and sophomore
Kina Roy assisted on Au-
dette’s milestone goal.

“It was a great goal be-
cause Mya and Kina got the
double assist on it,” Audette
said. “Kina has been my part-
ner in crime since she came
here last year, so her getting
an assist on it was awesome.”

It was also a very memo-
rable afternoon for Belcher-
town sophomore Kian Roy,
who recorded his first hat-
trick in a varsity game.

Following a scoreless
opening 15 minutes, Kian
Roy scored his first goal of
the match, which was assisted
by junior Julia Rainaud less
than two minutes into the sec-

TOWN Reminder

Patricia Irzyk tries to beat her opponent to the ball.

ond quarter.

With the Lady Orioles
holding a 2-0 halftime lead,
the Lady Tigers failed to con-
vert on three penalty corners
before Kian Roy banged an-
other shot into the cage with
six minutes remaining in third
quarter.

South Hadley (8-4) had
only competed as a junior

varsity team during the past
couple of years before mov-
ing back up to the varsity
level this fall. The only senior
listed on the Lady Tigers var-
sity roster is Elise Gingras
Despite the outcome in
their first meeting against
Belchertown, South Hadley
head coach Nicole Casolari
has seen a lot of improvement

Logan Muskus tries to keep the ball away from her opponent.

from her players this season.

“The word I've been using
this season is purpose,” Caso-
lari said. “Everything should
have a purpose. And we still
can work on that and fine tune
some of our small skills, but
I’d say as a team, we’ve made
strides.”

The Lady Tigers got on
the scoreboard for the first

time with 13:56 left in reg-
ulation following a penalty
corner goal from sophomore
Lily Harrington, which was
assisted by fellow sophomore
Sam Harrison.

Kian Roy scored his third
goal with 5:20 remaining on
the scoreboard clock. Junior
Gianna Zenon was given the
assist.

October 17, 2025

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

A goal by Rainaud two
minutes later wrapped up the
scoring in the game for the
Lady Orioles, who had a 11-
2-1 overall record.

The Lady Tigers are
scheduled to make trip east on
Rte. 202 to Belchertown High
School on Friday afternoon.

RAMS from page 7

ranked team in the MIAA
Division 5 power rankings
during the past couple of
weeks.

“We’ve only talked about
being the number one team in
D5 once at a practice,” Weav-
er said. “We’re a young team
this year and we’re taking it
one game at a time. We're
not even thinking about the
postseason tournaments yet,
but today’s game did feel
like a postseason contest. It
was a very big game for both
teams.”

The only seniors listed on
the Lady Rams varsity soc-
cer roster are Kaitlyn Cur-
ran, Mylin Laliberte, and Ava
Elizabeth Loughman, who
hasn’t played this season due
to an ACL injury.

The Lady Mustangs were
the fourth ranked team in Di-
vision 5 despite having a 4-8-
1 overall record and a 1-7-1
league mark following the
road loss.

“We’ve played two very
good games against Granby
this season,” said Monson
head coach Larry Pagliaro. “I
thought we played very well
during the second half in to-
day’s game. We just need to
play well for the entire 80
minutes.”

It was very memorable
week for Hannah Murphy,
who’s the only senior listed
on the Lady Mustangs varsity
roster.

Twenty-four hours earlier,
Murphy scored a pair of goals
on senior day which broke
the all-time high school goal
record in Massachusetts with
207. The state goal record
was previously held by Ki-
arra Dorman, who graduated
from Quaboag Regional High
School in 2019. Dorman fin-
ished her outstanding varsity
soccer career with 205 goals.

“I’ve worked very hard to
break the record during the
past couple years,” said Mur-
phy, who’ll be continuing her
soccer career at Sacred Heart
University next year. “I'm
very glad that I was able to

accomplish it during a home
game.”

Murphy has been a mem-
ber of the Monson girls’ var-
sity soccer team since the
eighth grade.

Two years ago, Murphy
helped Monson capture the
Western Mass. Class C cham-
pionship title for the third
consecutive year with a 4-0
victory over Mount Grey-
lock. A couple of weeks later,
the Lady Mustangs defeated
Whitinsville Christian, 5-0,
in the Division 5 state finals,
which was held at historic
Doyle Field in Leominster.

“It has really been very
special being a member of
this soccer team,” Murphy
said. “I just love playing soc-
cer with my teammates.”

Eric Degnan coached
Murphy the first three years
that she played for the varsity
squad. Pagliaro is wrapping
up his second season as the
Lady Mustangs varsity coach.

“I never thought that I
would coach a player who
broke state record,” Pagliaro
said. “Not only is Hannah
an outstanding soccer player,
she’s also a wonderful per-
son.”

Murphy is a tri-captain,
along with junior’s Avery
Beaudoin, and Chelsea Hull.

During the first 15 min-
utes of last Thursday’s con-
test, the two squads combined
to score three goals.

The home side took a 1-0
lead during the fourth minute
when sophomore McKenna
Cudworth delivered a pass to
freshman Marcela Tapia, who
finished off the scoring play
by firing a shot into the right
corner of the net past Monson
sophomore goalie Grace Ber-
ry (4 saves).

The Lady Mustangs tied
the score six minutes later
when junior Emma Maziarz
lined a shot into the left cor-
ner past Granby junior goalie
Meredith Bartosz (7 saves),
who was looking into a bright
setting sun in the half, for an
unassisted goal.

During the 13th minute,
Granby eighth grader Bri-
Anne Kraus lofted a high
floater that sailed over the
keeper’s head into the back
of the net giving Granby the
lead back.

Granby had several other
chances to extend their lead
during the final twenty min-
utes of the opening half.

Berry made several saves
and a couple of other shot at-
tempts were wide.

In the closing seconds of
the half, junior Kalli White,
who assisted on the Lady
Rams second goal, passed the
ball to Cudworth. She fired
a shot into the net giving the
home team a 3-1 halftime ad-
vantage.

A couple of minutes into
the second half, a shot at-
tempt taken by Maziarz was
saved by Bartosz.

Hull also had a couple of
shots for the visiting team,
but the scoreboard didn’t
change.

With a little more than ten
minutes remaining in regula-
tion, Murphy weaved around
a couple of defenders before
firing a shot that sailed over
the crossbar.

The Lady Mustangs
inched a little bit closer fol-
lowing a corner kick goal
during the 74" minute.

Maziarz  booted  the
ball into the box from the
right corner where Murphy
knocked home a rebound shot
for her 208™ career goal.

“I do know a couple of the
Granby players. It has been
a lot of fun playing against
them during the past couple
of years,” Murphy said. “I
was hoping that we could’ve
won today’s game. I’'m hop-
ing that we do play them
again in the postseason tour-
nament.”

The third meeting be-
tween Monson and Granby
could take place during the
Division 5 state tournament,
which will be starting in a
couple of weeks.

Kaitlyn Curran fights off a defender.

player.
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GAGNON ELECTRIC

All Types Of Electrical Work. .
Fully Insured. .

All Work Fully Guaranteed .
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A :
533-8867 RN °

TREE SERVICES

LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls,
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Irrigation. Insured
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Marcela Tapia clears the ball ahead of
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I’ve met get me through it, and
the plays are satisfying. For
me, it’s super engaging com-
pared to other sports.”

“I like setting, and then see-
ing them do it because they’re
always because they’re always
happy to see it,” said Captain
Lea Charest. “If we do badly,
the hit will be bad. It’s leading
the team, and you get to know
the team and environment so
you can make people be in the
right place at the right time.”

Setters in volleyball are the
leaders of the group, and they
help organize and plan where
each player should stand and
when.

Both teams also work to-
gether in small groups and in
team-based drills to work in a
game-like situation, and end
with conditioning unless there
is a game the next day to save
their strength.

“The girls on the team in-
spire me every day with their
resilience, energy, and ded-
ication,” said Herrera-Con-
cepcion. “No matter the chal-
lenges they face, they show
up ready to learn, push them-
selves, and support one anoth-
er. Their determination to im-
prove and their belief in each
other motivates me to be the
best coach I can be.”

“I always get down on
myself, and they always tell
me ‘one bad play isn’t a bad
game’,” said Charest. “They
always tell me everything’s
fine and to just get out there
and do it. The younger kids
look up to us, and it’s really
awesome to hear we inspire

them.”

“I think volleyball has
helped me to be more confi-
dent in what I'm doing in life
every day at school. I feel like
joining in seventh grade ex-
posed me to older girls going
into high school, and I got to
get close to them on the team,”
said Pleisch.

As the girls prepare for fu-
ture games with their winning
streak and get ready to take on
the rest of the games to come,
they can be assured they are
going into the game with a
coach who supports them, and
a team of friends that are ready
and have each other’s backs,
working hard to be an inspira-
tion to each other.

“I am most proud of how
far the girls have come in
such a short time,” said Herre-
ra-Concepcion. “Compared to
last year, we’ve already taken
big steps forward, not only in
skill, but in confidence, team-
work, and determination.”

Anyone can play, and the
game is made to have fun,
build up a team, and create a
place for athletes to challenge
themselves to win.

“Bring your listening ears
and be ready to learn,” said
Pleisch. “Even if you’re not
the best one, just keep trying
and don’t be nervous.”

“Never give up because
when I first started volleyball,
I decided to just keep going,
and do it, and now I’m here,”
said Charest. “I’ve learned not
to be hard on myself because
there’s always more chances
and more opportunities.”
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Getting ready to spike the ball to the
other side.

Sophia Rodrigues, Lyla Bergeron, Audrey Pleisch,
and C.J.
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Kibbie posing for an Instagram photo.

Celebrating another win together.

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR
LOCAL

TRUSTED

RELIABLE
DEPENDABLE

TREE WORK

OVERHEAD DOORS

HOIVI
PRO

TRAILER SALES

B Tree Removal

B Crane Service
B Storm Damage
B Stump Grinding

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

ROOFS

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate ® Copper ® Architectural Shingles ® Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Iice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395 :
Gell 413-237-9434 = 7/

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

7 -
Trusted Name Since 1982

Call Today for Professional Installation

MOUL%WDMW

Insurance Agency \

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ® On-site Registry Processing

@llﬂi/eﬂJ

(7272775

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

INSURANCE

Ware

Safety Insurance” 43 yestst.

AUTO = HOME = BUSINESS

e BUSINESS
e AUTO

e HOME

* LIFE

Belchertown
45 N. Main St.

413-967-3327 413-323-7229

YANKEE (s
TRAILER Enclosed

SALES Utility

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee | _ PumP
Equipment

Phone (413) 532-0515

www.yankeetrailersales.com

GLASS

GLASS

AUTO - HOME « COMMERCIAL
450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

YANKEEGLASS.COM
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

ALASKA COAL STOVE 2020,
CHANNING lil, Model 140, paddle
feed. Very good condition. Excellenct
source to heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48”
hearth pad included. Reasonable of-
fer. 413-238-5986.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN
TOOLS OF ALL KINDS
Priced for quick sale.
2007 Ford E150 Van
w/shelving, bins, racks, etc.
Electrician Tools ¢ Carpenter Tools

* Mechanic Tools ¢ Plumbers Tools.
413-658-8535

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes
guaranteed!! New England Forest
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED OAK CORD WOOD. Cut
and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2 cord
plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-426-
4123.

TAG SALE

OCT. 18, 9AM-4PM, 264 NORTH
MAIN ST., NORTH BROOKFIELD.
Household items, antique wooden kitchen
set, leather chair, tools, rugs, Curio cabinet
and lots more. All priced to go.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans,
advertising  tins,hunting,  fishing,
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.
Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SERVICES WANTED

NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 350’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured. Master
Elec. #20773A. Text/call Luis 413-218-
3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers. 508-882-
0140

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 vyears
experience, windows, laminate flooring,
carpet repair and installation, painting,
patcbing and storage solutions. Call 413-
777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

Classified
Advertising

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup
Call Paul Amherst

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor
carpentry. 413-310-5099.

DEADLINE

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran's discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

FRIDAY AT NOON

—_—

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting « & more!

(413) 687'5552/

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING. Interior/
exterior, repair, skim coating, very detailed
and neat. Lon (413) 455-6529.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

BLOWER & LAWNMOWER

E UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

41_3-213-5970

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
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Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications
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FREE TOWING
SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see!
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC - In charge of daily
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as
keeping equipment records/ordering parts.
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come
& meet with us! RB Enterprises Lud-
low, MA 413 583-8393

PART TIME SNOWPLOW
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are
needed for the Town of New
Braintree for the 2025-2026
season. Positions available for
both CDL and non-CDL License.
If you are interested, please
contact Highway Superinten-
dent Richard Ayer at (508)
867-2451 or email hwysec-
retary@newbraintree.org.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-street
parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo in-
cludes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 413-896-
1555

|_FOR RENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscvibe Today!
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forced,” said Costa.

“I don’t think there’s any
question here that this tasting
room operation is not agricul-
ture itself. Nobody’s farming
inside the tasting room build-
ing. It’s not being used as a
greenhouse. It’s being used
for events,” Costa said. “But
the applicant is arguing that
it is accessory and therefore
tied into the agricultural use.”

Owner Jim Trompke
came forward with his attor-
ney, Peter Durning of Verill
Law, to appeal a “Missing In-
formation” which was issued
by Granby’s Building Com-
missioner, Tom Quinlan.

Durning came forward
with the question of, “Is the
Wine Haus entitled to con-
duct its agrotourism, tasting
room, and the RS residential
district?”

Durning shared that be-
cause the Wine Haus is “en-
gaged in agriculture”, it is
protected by the town’s ex-
isting zoning requirements
and under the town’s Right to
Farm Bylaw.

The property has always
been used as a business, and
it traces back to when it was
used as Thomas Fitzgerald’s
farming equipment, and then
briefly used as a dog kennel
for obedience classes, as well
as a dog breeding operation,
long before the building was
later purchased by Trompke
in 2020.

“As Wine Haus developed
this concept, it was before the
building commissioner and
the ordinary course, and both
Tom Quinlan and Damien
Cote made early inspections
of this property and neither
mentioned that the use being
developed needed zoning re-
lief,” said Durning.

Durning reassured that the
Wine Haus has secured both
winery and brewery licenses
in order to conduct brewing
and crafting wines and beer
as the winery’s vineyards
mature in order to give better
grapes for wine, and hops for
beer.

“As the program devel-
ops, Wine Haus does bring in
juice from grapes harvested
on other properties and some
of that juice is from out of
state rather than from Massa-

chusetts,” Durning said. “But
the wine product is crafted,
blended, and developed at
Wine Haus.”

In 2025, the Wine Haus
has already produced 200,000
gallons of juice, and will lat-
er gain the winery in profits
$30,000 to $45,000 in reve-
nues.

“It is important for the
ZBA to appreciate the impor-
tance of agrotourism under
the town’s own Right to Farm
Bylaw,” Durning said.

Trompke and Durning
filed this appeal after receiv-
ing communication from the
building inspector on May
31, which is referred to as the
“Missing Information” letter,
brought to the meeting to be-
gin with.

Attorney John McLaugh-
lin of Green Miles Lipton
spoke Raymond Morrissette,
an abutter of Wine Haus.

He said the Right to Farm
Bylaw only applies to farms
that grow crops or raise live-
stock, and that a winery or
brewery cannot file under this
type of zoning.

Because the business op-
erates more out of an enter-
tainment and makes most of
its money from the restau-
rant, bar, and events it hosts
for entertainment rather than
haying fields, “they’re not
substantially agricultural.”

McLaughlin said the Do-
ver Amendment, which ex-
empts certain land uses from
some local zoning regula-
tions, includes commercial
agriculture, like selling pro-
duce and other related prod-
ucts. He shared that the defi-
nition of what agriculture can
be considered “has extended
beyond strictly cultivating
crops or livestock.”

“This cannot go forward,”
McLaughlin said. “The lan-
guage says that there can
be no industry... they can’t
get a special permit to make
their farm building bigger for
farm, not to have a restaurant,
nightclub, brewery there.”

Special Town Council

Adam Costa provided his
own interpretation of the sit-
uation.

“You can’t prohibit it, you
can’t unreasonably restrict
it, and you can’t place it in a
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discretionary special permit,”
Costa said of Trompke’s use
of the special permit for agri-
cultural use. “In other words,
you have to allow it, subject
to maybe some reasonable
restriction if in fact it’s agri-
cultural.”

As for the impacts of rev-
enue, Costa said it is “com-
plicated,” and explained that
land owners are able to have
accessory uses alongside an

DONATIONS from page 1

is donated to a company in
Holyoke for recycling, and
since the Pantry has started
composting, their waste has
significantly reduced.

As Neighbors Helping
Neighbors graciously ac-
cepted the donations of the
old voting machines to use
as compost bins, they also
graciously thank the anony-
mous supporter who donated

a check for $10,000, continu-
ing the cycle of giving to the
community.

“We really appreciate it,
and whoever this donor is,
thank you, from the bottom
of our hearts,” said Guarnera.
“Your donation is helping us
feed dozens of families.”

You can donate to Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors with
new, unopened, and non-ex-
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pired food and hygiene items
like canned goods, baking
supplies, soups, toothpaste,
and toothbrushes, and more.

With prices skyrocketing
and many other programs
ending after funding was re-
moved, now more than ever,
we truly all need to be neigh-
bors helping neightbors.

agricultural function for a
site, but shared the question
of whether an accessory use
begins to trump the original - - ~ - = = — = 5 o
use of the plot. - -

Costa referenced a sit- 12 13 14 15
uation where a Land Court
Judge by the name of Michael 16
Vhay in Massachusetts ruled
that an accessory use has
to be both “customary” and 52
“incidental”, which means
that “the use must not be the
primary use of the property
but rather one which is sub-
ordinate and minor in signifi-
cance,” Costa explained.

“It is not enough that the
use be subordinate; it must

19

41

also be attentive,” said Costa. 44
“To ignore this latter aspect 0]
of the word incidental would
be to permit any use which is 56
not primary, no matter how
unrelated it might be to the 62
primary use.” 57
For the definition of “cus-

tomary,” Costa shared that
the courts that use the word
“place a duty on the board or
the court to determine wheth-

CLUES ACROSS

41, Aviators 36. Something

2. Peyton Manning’s

L e 1. Martial arts in China 43. Make perfect alma mater fugitives are “on”
1 h
ﬁgelthlls (;llf:;iotg ;n gg:sgclﬁtoﬁ 6. The butt of jokes 44, Yearly tonnage (abbr.) 3. Moves through 38. 007’s creator
12. Nevertheless 45, Neither water 39. Paintings on hinged

with the primary use of the
land. And... it is not enough
to determine that it is inciden-
tal in the two meanings of the
word as discussed. The use

16. Sportscaster Michaels
17. Afirm believer

18. Atomic #18

19. One’s bestie

47. The center of a city

48, Sacrifice hit in baseball
50. Singer Redding

52. Dragged forcibly

4. Run away from
5. Utah resident

6. Natural objects
7. Children’s game

panels

41. Type of bomb

42. Japanese classical
theater

must further be scrutinized 20. Of | 54. Puncture with a knife 8. Obligation to prove 43.U.S. gov't department
to determine whether it has 21. Hamburger accessory  56. Belonging to me 9. Ancient Greek building 46. Flightless bird
commonly, habitually, and 22. Thus 57. Expresses surprise for performances 47. One who cuts wood or
by long practice been estab- 23. Partner to Pa 59. Haul 10. Soldier stone
lished as reasonably associat- 24. Scottish tax 60. The Golden State 11. Decorated 49. Buttock and thigh
ed with the primary use.” 26. Cuts away 61. Biblical Sumerian city 12, Catches together

At the end of the public 28. Require 62. Integrated circuit 13. Russell __, author 51. Away to gather
hearing, the ZBA asked the 30. Government lawyer 63. Opposed to certain 14. Speak indistinctly 53. Body part

Wine Haus to provide more 31. Own (Scottish) principles 15. Students get them 54. Argentinian city
information on its revenue 32. Body cavity 66. Sodium 25. Japanese warrior 55. Undergarments
and its sources in order to 34. Brew 67. Qualities 26. Dessert 58. Jai __, sport

help them decide if the build- 35. Young woman (French)  70. Walk 27. Doleful 60. Container for shipping

ing itself is used for agricul-
ture or not. The next hearing
is scheduled to take place on
Tuesday, November 4.

37. Platforms

39. Pair of points in
mathematics GLUES DOWN 33. Small evergreen 68. Indicates position

40. Attack suddenly 1. Ate quickly Arabian tree 69. Business department

71. It awaits us all 29. Most cushy

31. Moon crater

64. Type of screen
65. Get free of
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Porsche on the Mountain

Event drew rare and one-of-a-kind cars to Palmer

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

PALMER - Over 300
Porsches of all years and
models arrived at Palmer Mo-
torsports Park on Sunday for
the highly anticipated return
of the Porsche on the Moun-
tain event.

This is the first time the
track has held the event since
the pandemic, and it was clear
that it was deeply missed by
automobile enthusiasts.

“We had a good turnout,”
said Al Sandy, Club Director
at Palmer Motorsports Park.
“We had people waiting at the
gate.”

Sandy said this year’s
event featured several rare
and unique Porsches, even a
“Horsche,” which was cus-
tom-built featuring a Porsche
chassis with a Ford Mustang
body.

“There were some very,
very special cars there. One-
of-a-kinds, lots of special paint
colors...in the past Porsche
was able to build a car for you
and they’d paint it in any col-
or,” Sandy said. “It was very
unique, very fun to see.”

One unique car was a
1986 930 Turbo with a rare
white gold metallic paint col-
or. The 1986 was the first year
Porsche was able to bring a
turbo engine back to the U.S.,
due to stricter emissions laws
enacted in the early 1980s.

‘This is what Porsche
started out with — racing,’
owner Joanne Rydings said.
“They detuned it and let peo-
ple drive it.”

Owned Rydings and Paul
Whooten of Middleboro, the
couple bought this car 25
years ago after Rydings found
it online in the early days of
dial-up internet.

“It was a rare color,” Ry-
dings said.

Rydings said the car was
located in Kentucky, and that
Whooten went down to look
at it by himself to see if it was
worth buying, when he called
her.

“He said, ‘I bought it,
you’re going to love it,” she
recalled.

Rydings then flew to Ken-
tucky and drove the Porsche
back home to Massachusetts.

The couple has had many
adventures in the 1986, even
traveling through Canada and
facing some language barriers
with a French speaking traffic
patrolmen who pulled them

over for speeding.

Porsches are known for
being “ridiculously fast” Ry-
dings said with a laugh.

Rydings recalled the pas-
tel blue Porsche Whooten
owned when she first met
him, and how she had mistak-
en it for a Volkswagen, like
the 1973 bug she drove.

Learning to drive a
Porsche was a “really big dif-
ference,” she said.

Rydings and Whooten
have been Porsche Club of
America members for many
years, and they also own a
2011 Turbo S.

The day before attending
Porsche on the Mountain, Ry-
dings brought the 1986 to the
Concours d’Elegance at The
Elms in Newport, Rhode Is-
land, where it took first place
in its category.

Rydings talked about why
she has been so loyal to the
Porsche brand, which she has
loved since she was 16 years
old.

“It’s just like home to me,
this car,” she said.

Leicester resident and
owner of Bay State Brewing
Co., Chip Jarry purchased
his 2014 911 Carrera 4S this
past July and brought it to its
first Porsche on the Mountain
event. Previous to this mod-
el, he owned a 964 for many
years.

The 4S is an all-wheel
drive vehicle, with more
horsepower.

Jarry talked about the
Porsche being a “driver’s car,”
and how versatile it is going
from the track to the road.

“Nothing drives like it,” he
said. “It holds the road.”

Jarry said Porsches are
also reliable and hold their
value.

This year’s Porsche on the
Mountain event was judged
by Adam Wright of Unob-
tainium, a New York-based
business that deals in vintage
Porsche cars and parts and
provides vital resources to
those restoring their project
car.

“He knew his stuff,” San-
dy said of Wright.

Sandy said there were 23
awards handed out at Porsche
on the Mountain, including
one for the dirtiest Porsche.

“A lot of car shows are
what are called ‘concours’
— the cleanest car wins...
Here in Palmer, we’re about
driving, not keeping your car
spotless,” he said.

Sandy said there was also

Ron Savenor provided laps in his 911 Cup racer at the
Porsche on the Mountain event held on Oct. 5.

TOWN Reminder

an award for the highest mile-
age, which has gone each year
to Tom Thalmann, who has
an astonishing 700,000 plus
miles on his 2003 Porsche
911 Turbo.

Proceeds from Porsche on
the Mountain helped to ben-
efit Homes for Our Troops,
an organization dedicated to
rebuilding the lives of severe-
ly injured post-9/11 veterans
nationwide.

Sandy thanked the events
sponsors, including anchor
sponsor Porsche Norwell
and co-sponsors Musante
Motorsports, Intercity Lines,
Kachel Motor Company and
HMS Motorsport.

About Palmer Motorsports
Park

Palmer Motorsports Park
has been rated “One of the
top 10 road courses in North
America” by Road & Track
Magazine. Its unique setting
and challenging road course
draws club members and vis-
itors from New England and
beyond for racing, research,
recreational, and business-re-
lated activities.

Upcoming events include
EMP’s 7th annual Charity Car
Show to benefit the Wounded
Warrior Project on Saturday,
Oct. 18 with gates open from
8 am.-4 p.m.

All models and makes are
welcomed.

A $20 donation per vehi-
cle covers entry and car show.
Optional Charity Laps ($20
for three laps) are available to
purchase at the park.

For more information or
to purchase an Accelerated
Lap, visit https://emperfor-
mance.online/.

On Sunday, Oct. 19, Mus-
tangs on the Mountain returns

October 17, 2025
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Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Over 300 Porsches were displayed at the Porsche on the Mountain event.

to benefit the West Brook-
field-based Central New En-
gland Equine Rescue, which
has been providing care and
homes to horses, ponies and

Joanne Rydings is shown with her rare, white gold metallic

1986 930 Turbo.

Participants enjoyed hot laps on the track with proceeds to
benefit Home for Our Troops.

The red of these Porsches was enhanced by the foliage at the Whiskey Hill track.

donkeys for over 20 years.

For more information
about the event visit www.
mustangsonthemountain.
com.

For more information
about Palmer Motorsports
Park, visit palmermsp.com or
follow them on Facebook and
Instagram.

Chip Jarry is shown with his 2014 911 Carrera 4S.

Porsche 911 Carrera Coupe.

The Lars Anderson Auto Museum raffled off this 2024

FIREFIGHTERS
from page 6

setts Fire Training Council,
which is accredited by the
National Board on Fire Ser-
vice Professional Qualifica-
tions.

Today’s Firefighters

Do Much More than

Fight Fires

Modern firefighters train
for and respond to all types
of hazards and emergencies.
They are the first ones called
to respond to chemical and
environmental emergencies,
ranging from the suspected
presence of carbon monox-
ide to gas leaks to industrial
chemical spills. They may be
called to rescue a child who
has fallen through the ice, an
office worker stuck in an el-
evator, or a motorist trapped
in a crashed vehicle. They
test and maintain their equip-
ment, including self-con-
tained breathing apparatus

(SCBA), hydrants, hoses,
power tools, and apparatus.

At the Massachusetts
Firefighting Academy, re-
cruits learn all these skills
and more, including the latest
science of fire behavior and
suppression tactics, from cer-
tified fire instructors. They
also receive training in pub-
lic fire education, hazardous
material incident mitigation,
flammable liquids, stress
management, and self-rescue
techniques. The intensive,
10-week program involves
classroom instruction, physi-
cal fitness training, firefighter
skills training, and live fire-
fighting practice.

The MFA provides re-
cruit and in-service training
for career, call, and volun-
teer firefighters at every level
of experience, from recruit
to chief officer, at campus-
es in Stow, Springfield, and
Bridgewater.



